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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, 


7'?c Mart is, 23° Februaru 

^ ''' 

Lord TJj *HiDj*r iii.^e Chair. 


THOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq., Accountant General of the 
East-India Company, and JAMEJS ©O’SMO MELVILL, 

Esq., Auditor General of the East-lndia Company, ^arc 
called ill and examined as follows : — 

L (To Mr. MelvilL) Can you state the aj^gregate result of 23 Ecb. 1830. 

the financial administration of the territorial branch of revenud** ' « 

since the commencement of the present charter ? — During the /• C.MtilviV^ 
fourteen^ years of which the accounts have been made out, the 
^territorial gross revenue has aggregated iS284, 804, 08.5 ; the 
vross charge incurred fVr the same jieriod, including charges 
omitted in the statements lately printed, has amounted to 
£304,188,859. The aggregate deficit, therefore, in that period, 
has been £19,384,774. Of this amount the charge incurred in 
India was £278,91 1,469 ; whereof the proporticn of civil charges 
was £1 1 '7,606,336 ; of military charges, £1^7,253.^67; and 
of interest of debt, £24,051,666. The txpeiK’.es of Sff Helena 
amount to £1,362,256. The remaining sum was the chargfe • • 
incurred in England, and amounted to, £23,915,134; which 
£1,300,000 paid in discliarge of the loan from tAe 
public to thejjompany, of 1812, and some, other items omitted 
in the printed statements. , 

2. Can you distinguish the charge incurred in'^n^land from^^' 

that which has been paid in England ? — The whole of tlii^j has , 
been paid in England ; but there has also been paid in England 
something more, which is comprised in the charges incurred in 
India. total amount defrayed in England, including wliat 

is absolute cha/ge, and wliat is already comprised in the Indian 
accounts, is on the averago tlrfee millions sterling annually. 

3. What is the nature of those charges already stated in the 

Indian accounts ? — Interest upon the Indian di*bt. Some of 
4lie capital of that debt has been paid off in England ; hut that 
payment does not enter into the revenue and charge ac(v;'Sn'ts 
of India, being a debt transaction. ^ 

u 
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23 Frb.ia30. portion of the Indian revenues expended in England on the 
J cTMelviU ^®*'***^®*‘*^^ account amounts, as already stated, on the average 
Enq. * £3,000,000 stexting annually. This sum is issued by.;>the 

Company out oiStIthcir commercial funds, and the amount so 
issued is repaiti to the commercial branch in India at the rates 
of exchange fixed by the Board of -Control. By this me- 
thod the territory exchanges 2,58,62,069 rupees in India for 
£3,000,000 sterling in London. If the territorial )|jj||^ch had 
to provide this remittance l^y means of bills purchased in the 
Indian markets, it would requir/e, according to the rate of exchange 
prevalent by the lasL^vices :from India, 3,13,04,349 rupees to 
produce £3,000,60JJjiterirng in London ; which, moreover, 
w’ould not be paicLuntit twejye months after the money had been 
issued in India ; and t^jjpf ^re st for twelve months would in- 
crease the cost to India ^q|j p ^60,fi6f»^«>rupees ; which exceeds 
the sum now spent by 70^7, SS*/ ^p^cs, or, at the rates of 
exchange observed in th^parliaihentary accounts, £812,169 
annually. 

IS. What is the rate of exchange used in these computa- 
tions? — 1^. 11//. the sicca rupee, that being the mercantile rate. 

19. What then, at the mercantile* rate of exchange, would at 
present be the total prospective deficiency of the territorial 

‘ revenue ? — It would be about £1,877,000 annually. 

20. When you speak of the rate fixed by the Board of Con- 
trol, and the Parliamentary rate of exchange, you mean the ' 
same thing, do you not? — Tiie rate* the Board fixed was the' 
same as that used in the Parliamentary accounts. 

21. Do you look forward to any diminution of the territorial 
charge defrayed in this country ? — I apprehend that in one or 
two items there, may possibly be a reduction; in the item of 
fitf res, example ; but in other items there will probably be 

, . an increase. The military pay and retirement are increasing, 
and seem likely still further to increase. The payments in this 
country, on account Of allowances and annuities to ciyiji ser- 
vants, seem likely to increase. The demand in England for 
payment of interest 'on tlie debt is likely rather to lucrease than 
diminish^; b\i\, there is' an option possessed by the holders of a 
portion of the Company’s paf)er of receiving their interest in 
* England or in India, which option the home authorities have the 
power, at pleasure, of withdrawing. 

22. Have the sums demanded as interest of Indian debt 

under that optional arrangement increased of* late ' years ? — 
They liave. • , 

T. G. LhyiU 23. To any considerable extent — (Mr. Lloy<L) They now 
amount to £450,000. 

24. Is that a considerable increase on the former payment ?-« 
A considerable increase. 

proportion of the Company’s f>apcr is subject to 
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that option, and what proportion is not?-s-The total interest 
of the Company's paper subject to that option is £927,000, of 
whii^i *£450,000 has actually been denuin(|^ in England. 

26. Can you stafe to the Committee whdt sum was de- 
manded as interest of those optional loans in the ‘^ear 1827 ? — 
So far as I can recollect, about £300,000. 


27. Injproportion as the sums payable in England on terri- 

torial a«!wnt increase, the pressure upcfti the territorial 
finances for remittance 'to Eiiglari^^ must increase likewise?-— ’ 
Undoubtedly. • . 

28. Can j^ou look' forward to any '^bniiderable reduction 

of those charges paid in England, whi^ originate here ?— 
I conceive not. ' - ■ * ■ i' 

29. Can yoii state .naUicg^^ t^iose charges? — (Mr. 

MclvUL) Pay to officev£^ ^loiigh^nd retirement, and their 
off-reckonings ; this item ^amAinte^ to £388,072 in the last 
j^ear. Passage of military, and supplies to them on the voyage, 
£72,730. Political freight and demj|;irrage, £106,663. Politi- 
cal charges, included in charges general, £366,532. Pay- 
OfHce demands, being the expenses incurred in England for his 
Majesty's troops serving* in India, £354,801. Retiring pay 
and pensions to his Majesty's troops, £60,000. Absentee 
allowance to civil servants, £36,369. Territorial stores con-< 
signed «o India, £453,588. * 

30. From what fund have the advances \o territory in this 

country been made by* the Company? — (Mr. Lloyd^ The 
sale proceeds of the Company's goods; the charges and profits 
on private trade ; interest on the annuities due from the pub- 
lic; small remittances from the agent at the Cape of Good 
Hope ; alms-houses at Poplar ; the fee fund for the house and 
warehouses ; the widows’ fund ; dividends dh thref^per c^nt. 
stock; remittance from the North American colonies^ sale pro- 
clbeds of private-trade goods ; customs and freight on those* 
goo^^; and the tea duties. • • 


31. Can yqu state what sum under those different heads has 

passed through the hands of the Company since the com- 
mencement of the present charter?— The tojal^ commercial 
receipts of the Company in* the fifteen years *lias been 
£193,299,826, including the tea duty. * * 

32. It has been from those large commercial funds passing 
through theif hands that they have been enabled^ to make the 
large advances to the territory in thqae several years since the 
charter ? — Exactly so. , » 

33. To what have thoge advances amounted in any one year ? 
—In the year 1823-4 we paid £5,291,586. 

• . 34. What is the sum now due by territory to commerce in 
ronsaquence of those advances, exclusive of interest? — 
£3,184,000. • , • . 
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23 Feb. 1830. 

T. G. Lloyd, 
Esq. 


J. a Mely iU, 
Esq. 


T. G. Lloyd, 
Esq. 
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23 Feb. 1830. 35. Will you state the several inodes in. which the territory 

T ti remitted funds from India in repayment of those advances ? 

Ksq, ' — Remittances h^ ,^en made sometimes in bullion, some- 
times by bills of ew^ange upon the departments of his Maj^ty’s 
Government, but principally by means of consigntnents of 
' ' merchandize either through China or direct from India. 

36. Can you state the sums remitted under those several 

heads? — We have received in net produce bullion, 
.£3,566,927 ; we have received for bills for supplies to the public 
service in India, £2, 169,277 j: we liti^e received for the produce 
of spices sold for GQyefrimeht, £609,692. The advances on 
account of the ‘Indian investments for Europe have been 
£20,069,928, which is w^out tacMng in the year 1827-8, of 
which the books are noj^^t in tfi™ country. The advances 
to China, in repaymed^lSp territorial dharges defrayed, is 
£4,268,122. ; • ' ' 

37. Can you state what portion of the remittance from India 
has been made by mcMts of merchants’ bills ?— We have not 
made use of that mode 'of remittance at all. 

38. Have any attempts been made by the Company to obtain 
remittances by merchants’ bills ? — The Company have issued 

• advertisements inviting tenders for bills on the several presi- 
,dencies in India and on their factory at Canton ; the whole 
amount tendered did not exceed £50,000, at the average rate, 
per sicca rupee, of Is. 

39. Are you enabled to state at what average rate the sicca 

rupee has been remitted by the Company from India in goods 
since the commencement of the charter ?— The average out- 
turn per rupee remitted in goods, deducting interest, has been 
2s. p 

40. Car you state what would have been the average out- 
turn of the rupee during this period, if remitted in bills at the 
mercantile rate of exchange?— By bills drawn from Calcutta, 
deducting the twelve Eaonths’ interest included in the rate, it 
is 2s. 

41. The difference, therefore, in favour of the^cmittance in 
goods, appears to be la. the rupee ? — Exactly. 

42. Can you state what advantage the Company has derived 
since" the commencement of the charter, from remitting in 
goods rather than in merchants’ bills ? — £800,660. 

43. Can you distinguish the portion of the retnittance from 
India through China which has been remitted, in bills upon 
India, from the portion obtained by proceeds of goods sent to 
Canton ? — The amount remitted to Canton by bills on India 
has been £5,099,767 ; the proceeds of goods from India to 
China has been £4,538,743. 

44; Can you state the average out-turn of the ru|>ee remitted 
from India through China ? — The rate of remittance per sicai 
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rupee, through Chioa, without interest included in that rate, 23 Feb. 1830. 
has been Ss. l ^ d 

45. ‘Will you state the out-turn of the reipitted from * Esq.^^ ’ 

India ^through China; in the last ^ear of whicK you have the 
account?-*— 35. 4 , 

46. Will you state the out-turn of rupee remitted direct 

from India, according to the last account?— It is Is, ; 

that is, ip:iberchandizc. * 

47. For that rupee prodi^^g in merchandize, the 

Company have reimbursed %, haye they not ? — Nearly 

2s,4fd.; 2s, 3^%%d. y 

48. Are you enabled to ;8^tc the total amount of the com- 
mercial capital of the Ei^s^Iruli^^ompany appropriated to 
territorial purposes under the*^ A^jt» «the 53d George III. ? — 

The total commercial capitalof the Companj^ abroad and at 
home, on the 1st of May 182o (England), and the 1st of May 
1827 (India), was £21,731,869. 

49. That is exclusive of any claim they may bring forward 
to any property in the territory previous to the year 1814 ?— 

Yes, exactly. • 

50. What is the sum received by the proprietors of East- 

India stock in annual dividends ?--£630,000 a year. • 

51. What interest docs that kim give on tlie total amount of 
• their commercial capital, as you have stet^d it ? — Less than 

three per cent. • 

52. What is the present valuation by the Company of their 
several claims on the territory ? — The total amount is estimated 
to be £12,044,934, exclusive of territory aetjuired by grant, 
cession, or purchase, previously to the grant gf the Dewannie. 

53. Will jrou state the items ? — Up M the year iffW) it n^as 

^ copnputed, in a petition presented to Parliament by tlie Com- • • 
pany, that the charge incurred by the ^Company in the wars, 
wj94dai''led to the acquisition of the territory, in excess of tfie 
sums afterwards derived by them from the j’evenues, amounted, 
exclusive of any charge for interest, tc^ £3,616,000. An esti- 
mate has been recently made of |he balance of supplies between 
India and England, from the year 1780 to the year 1793^; from 
which it appears, that India returned to England short of the * 
funds sent thither and the amount of payments made at home 
on the tenitoilal account, this result being also exclusive of the 
charge for intcirest, £6,829,557. An estimate, upon a similar 
principle, continued from t^e year 1793 to the 1st of May 1814, 
and principally drawn from statements exhibited to the Com- 
mittees of both Houses ot Parliament in 1813, shews a further 
^short return from India, being, as in the two previous instances, 
exclusive of interest, of £1,599,377. .. ■. 

54. Has any application been made by the Comjiany tb Par- 
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23 Feb. ia30. liainent for pecuniary assistance since the commencement of the 
, present charter ? — Not any. 

J^q. The whol^Ajfibursements made here and in India on 

territorial account" Khve bet^n made from the .territorial and 
f commercial funds the Company possess ? — All the advances 
* have belEfh made .frotn thwt own founds. 

J. C.Me/vtff, 56. Willyoustate the capital^ of the Indian debt; has it in - 
creased ^ince 18Flf?~(iSfr. It has. The principal 

of the debt amounted on the 1st of May 1814 to £27,002,439; 
and on the 1st of May 1821^0 £3^4^796,836. 

57. What was. thd^ahfhiaMmoi^t for interest on the debt at 
the former and at the Tatte^erio^ — On the 1st of May 1814, 
£1,502,217; and on the Ist.of Ma3Ki827, £1,749,068. 

.58. What is the prcscn^clfii^e of the interest of that debt, 
so far as you can estimate if ?— ft'was £1,912,723 on the 1st of 
May 1828 ; the increase being caused by the augmentation of 
the debt in the last year. 

59. What has been the variation in the rate of interest during 
that period ? — The average rate of interest was six per cent, in 
1814, and five per cent, in 1828. 

“ •• 60. What was the amount of interest payable in India on the 
Indian debt previous to the commencement of the Burmese 
war?— In 1822-3 it was £1,694,731, and in 1824-5 it was 
£1,460,433. 

61. When you estimate the present amount of interest on 
the Indian debt, to what period do you estimate it? — To the 
30th April 1828. 

62. What do you apprehend to be the present interest paya- 
ble on that debt ? — About £2,100,000. 

63. At what ptriod did the reduction of interest from six to 
five per cent, take placfj?— In 1822-3. 

64. Will you state the surplus of revenue, both in India and 
in England, in the lavS'C year of Lord Hastings’ administration? 
— The surplus in 1822-3 was £1,363,479, omitting the extra- 
ordinary payment in that year of £1,300,000, iiT^discharge of 
the loan from the public. 

65. What was the surplus in the previous year? — £520,218. 

66. Between that period and the picsent the total revenue 
of India has increased, has it not ? — In the year 1826-7 there 
was an increase ; and the estimate for 1827-8 indfeates a further 
increase. 

67. To what extent ? — Tlte revenue in 1826-7 was 
£23,327,753 ; whereas in 1821-2 it was £21,733,271 ; and in 
1822-3, £23,120,934. 

68. Has that increase of revenue you have stated proceeded 
chiefly from the imposition of new duties, or from the incJ'eased 
product* ojT duties previously existing ? — Cliiefly from duties 
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previously existing.. There has been an e:xtension of the stamp 23 Feb. 1830. 
duties to Calcutta, which has caused it in part ; but it is chiefly r— 
from increases from old sources of revenue. C, Mdviu, 

, G9, la there not an apparent rather th^rt^' real increase in 
the r^teipts from tlie salt and opium, inconsequence of the ■ 
greater extent of advances made nnw?— Ithink not in the’ 
years since 1823-4 % but in the whole of the period since the 
charter, a large increase, in cOn^equencQ of 4he Malwah opium 
arrangements, which is in a^reat measure nominal. 

70. Can you account foF4)ie dhA%es on the subsidies col- 
lected from the native prince bei^ so 'b|gh as thirty per cent, 
on the net receipts ? — I ap^hen^hat the charges include the 
payments we are bound treaty to make to those native 
princes. The Company coyeets the whole of the revenue in 
gross, and accounts to the .n^Uve prince for his portion of it 
fixed by treaty. 

71. Can an account be prepared in this cppntr 3 % giving the 

particulars of those charges — It can, * 

72. What was the rate of commercial exchange at the time T. G Lloyd^ 
of the renewal of the chyter? — (Mr. IJo^d^) The rate of 
commercial exchange in the year 1814-15 was, for bills drawn • 

from Calcutta on London, 2s, ^ 

73 Ip the estimate of the aeWantage gained by the territorial 
• account as compared with the commercial, have you from year 
to year compared the aotual mercantile elcchange with the ex- 
change settled by the Board of Control, or is the comparison 
made on the aggregate of the whole transaction during the 
whole term of the charter ? — From year to year. 

74. Can you state what is the greatest difference that has at 
any time occurred between the commercial "and tbe Par|ja- 
mentary rate of exchange ?— In the yeal 1824-5 the (Cfference 

^ was * • 

^5« Have you any account which woultl shew the out-turn bf 
the rupee remitted from India in the several years since the 
charter, in bullion, by the merchants, by the Company, and In 
bills of exchange at the mercantile rate? — Wc^havp such an 

account ; I can furnish that account ; I have it not with^ne. ’ • 

• • 

76. You mentioned that the excess of expenditure above the j. c, MvlviUf 
revenue, whicl^ has arisen chiefly during the last three or four Esq. 
years, waa occasioned by some charges which would only be of 
a temporary nsfture ; could a return be made from the India- 
house, distinguishing those which would be of a permanent 
nature from those which pre but temporary ?—( Mr. MclvilL) 

Not further than is indicated by the estimate ; the particulars 
tf'f .which have been explained to the Committee. 

.77. You mentioned, likewise, that it was an advantagl^ tb T. G Lloyd, 
make returns from the east rather in merchandize thanirf bills ; • 
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23 Feb. 1830. is that advantage e;]uall.3r-app1icable to the China as to the In- 
y, j trade?— (A/r. Ileyd.) Clearly so, in a greater ratio. 

, The witnesses are directed to withdraw. . 

, Ordered, that 'this Committee be adjourned to Thursday 
• next, twelve o’clock.. 


Die Jovis, 25^ gebruarii 1830, 


The Lord P4^biu£!^ in the Chair 


HENRY WOOD, Esq. i^.,j;alled iif; and examined as 
folloivs : — 

25 Fob. laTO. What situation did you hold in Bengal ? — When I came 

away I was Accountant-General, President of the Bengal Bank, 

11. BW/, JCsq. a member of the Mint Committee, a member of the Board for 
the Superintendence of the Improvement of the Cattle through- 
out India, and a Member of the Committee for the Improve- 
meirt of the Town of Calcutta, and Government Agent for the 
Management of the Public Property. 

79. During what period did you hold the situation of Ac- 
countant-General ?— JProm December 1822. 

80. From the date of Mr. Sherer’s departure ? — Yes. 

81. Down to what period ? — To January 1829. 

82. You are aware that a very large increase of civil cliarge 

took place in Bengal during that period ?— I beg to refer to the 
report on^ythc table. ^ 

83. I'nere was a very large increase of civil charge ? — There 
was an increase. Every detail is given in my report. 

•BL Do you refer ts the printed paper ? — I refer to my last 
report, I can from that give the detail of amount. 

•85. Will you stat^ the increase of civil charge*^om the time 
you took possession of that office down to the time at which 
you left it? — 1 can state the total under each head. In 
the general department for 1823 and 1824, the amount was 
1,21 ,.57,000 rupees (this ie only iur Bengal) ; in 1826 and 1627, 
1,73,71,000 rupees. 

86. Under what particular heads had that increase taken 
place? — The durbar was 5,40,000^ rupees in 1823-4; and in 
1826-7, 10,42,000 rupees. 

87. State the reasons for that increase ? — The detail is very 
voluminous, and is stated in this report of 1825-6, when com- 
pared with 1826-7, 

88. What is that you have in your hand ?— My annual report, 
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shewing the dateSi of increase In. 1 826-7* compared with ^ Feb. ] 830. 
1825-6, and with the years 1826-7 And 1813-14, jy 

89. Where would the reasons for the increase be found ? — 

Tlie dates refer to the different minutes of %uriciJ in which thef 
increases were authorized. 

The witness is directed to withdraw. 

The accounts referred to hy the witness are examined by 
tlicir Lordships. 

Ordered, that this Committee be adjourned till to-morrow, 
two o’clock. ^ 


Die ’ Ventrisy 2^^ Febrnnrii 1 8fl0. 


The Lord President in the Chair. 


JOHN WALTER SHKRER, Esq. is called in, and exa- 2e»Fel». 18:i0. 

mined as follows : — * • — 7 

90. What was your situation ? — I was the Accountant-Gene-**^’ 
ral in Bengal. 

91. For what period did you hold jjadt situation? — From 
January 1816 to December 1822. 

92. What were your peculiar duties in the situation of Ac- 

countant-General ? — To advise the Government on all financial 
concerns ; to keep them acquainted with the receipt and dis- 
bursements of the country ; to provide funds for the service in 
every quarter ; and to superintend thfi accounts of^l tho^de- 
partments. ^ , 

* 93. If any new charge w’as proposed in any department, was 
iiyyiir duty to report on that proposed charge before it ^as 
sanctioned by the Government ? — No. If^it was in the Board of 
Revenue, it would be discussed in the^ Board of Revenue hnd 
be settled by the Government there ; and so erf otljcr depart- 
ments. * • 

94. Is there in Bengal any officer wdio intervenes between* 

the Board proposing an increase of charge and the Government 
who have to £inction it? — No ; butGovernment r^ifers all gene- 
ral financial ejuestions to the AccouAtant- General, for lus re- 
port. , 

95. When any incrcasg of charge of any description is pro- 
posed, is it referred to the Accountant-General for his opinion ? 

-^No, it is not. 

. 96.* Is there any other officer to whom any proposiuon,'of •in- 
crease would be referred ? — No ; no financial officer tllSt 1 am 



12 

2C Feb. 1830. 
Esq, 


EVIDENCE ON EAS^-INDIA AFFAIRS; 

'h, ■ 

aivarc of. Th^/^^itor would report the circumstance, and 
, bring it again under the notice of the Government when it was 
charged, and state the authority and the grounds of the charge, 
and get it again sanctioned in the course of the process of au* 
ditiiig and passing. 

97. Would it be his duty to give his opinion as to the pro- 

priety of sanctioning the increased charge ? — No. If it has 
the authority of the Government, it is passed under that au- 
thority ; if it has not the authority of Government, he calls the 
notice of Government to it, and remarks upon it according to 
his information. . . ' * 

98. But neither the Accountant^encral nor the Auditor 
could form any check whatever on the increase of charge ?— 
No; the grounds of it originated in softie otlier department. 

99. Nor is there any check on’ any increase of charge, other 
than that of the Government itself? — No; except that the Ac- 
countant-General and the Auditor would, in their respective 
departments, bring to the notice of Government any extrava- 
gance wliich they might notice. That they consider themselves 
authorized to do, but it is not a specific part of their office. 

lOQ. Did any considerable increase of charge take place 
during the time you held the situation of Accountant-General; 
of civil charge especially? — No very considerable charge; there 
was an increase in the charge of interest, a military increase. 
There was a new boar\^ instituted in Bahar, and two or three 
new collectorships, and a few embassies to foreign courts, and 
charges of that kind, but nothing further. 

101. Was the permanent civil charge, independent of those 
fluctuating charges to which you have referred, considerably 
greater when you., left the situation of Accountant-General in 
182J than It was in the^ear 1816, in the old provinces which 
were in oiir possession in 1816.? — No, I am not aware of any 
considerable increase. 

f02. Did the expense of collecting the revenue incrca&^ 
during that period ?% -I think there were consideiaible surveys 
carried on during that period, and deputation services, which of 
course incr.eased the revenue change somewhat. 

103. That would increase the extraordinary, but not the per- 
manent charge? — No; I am not aware of any increase of the 
permanent charge, in the rate of charge. 

104. Did ii, appear to you that, at that period, the establish- 
ment for the purpose of collecting the revenue wa% deficient?— 
I considered it adequate. In fact, the estimate, as formed for 
the year 182i‘, before I quitted India, involved a decrease of 
charge, both at Madras and in Bengal ; and the estimate was 
realized, as appeared by accounts dated thirteen months after I 
left* Bengal. 

10.^. tVas-tlicrc any increase of charge in the judicial de- 
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partment ? — I am ngt aware at present ; thec^ m^y have been, 26 Feb. 1830. 
but nothing of magnitude, to my recollection:' ''' 

t/, W. Shnrrrf 

106. Did it appear to you tliat the judicial establishment was £sq. 
adequate to all the purposes thaf were required ? — I heard no 
complaints to the contrary. 1 have not a personal knowledge 

of that. 

107. At the period at which you quitted ^our employment, 
did it appear to you that there were some charges capable of 
diminution ? — 1 think a revision of the establishment was anti- 
cipated at that period, with a view, to any possible reduction ; 
but I do not think there ^as nn.*‘h prospect at that time of 
reduction. 

108. Was there a deficiency . of the revenue in the first years 
of your charge ; was thorq an. excess of expenditure, taking 
India and England together ?^Yes, there was ; the Indian sur- 
plus was very low in the first year, compared to the year I 
quitted. 

109. In the year in which you quitted 3 'our situation, namely, 

1822, was there a surplus, with a view to both the Indian and 
the charges in this coiiittry ? — A very considerable surplus ; 
after providing for the home charge there w’as a surplus ap- ' 
plicable to the reduction of debt at that period. • 

110. * At the period at which you quitted your situation, did 

you see any reason for increased chargea Sn any of the civil 
departments which carnt under your vidw ? — It was in prospect 
to revise the establishments, with a view to reduction, at that 
period. Though much reduction was not anticipated, still it 
marked that the Government regarded the establishments as 
adequate at that time, since they were going to revise them, 
with a view to reduction. • \ % 

, 111 . Did you see any department in which it appeared to • 
you reduction could take place without detriment to the public* 

[Uirwee ? — No ; I should have considcitd it my duty to bilng 
it to the notice of the Government directly, if I had seen that 
to be practicable. 

112 . Was not that the oliject of the revisk)n*tben in con- ^ 
templation? — Yes; it was in contemplation to form corflqjittces 

to inquire w'hether reduction was practicable. \ 

Xhe witness is directed to withdraw. 

• • 

SAMUEL SWINTON, Esq. is callbd in, and examined as 
• follows : 

113. What is your occupation? — I was in IiAlia for thirty- S. 
three years. 

11 ji. In what capacity ? — As a civil servant. . 

115. In what ‘Situation were you? — I was a Conulherciiil ' 
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EVIDEl^CE ON EAST-INDIA AEFAIIIS; 

Resident at.seven^tations ; latterly I was in Malwa as Opium 
Agent. 

116. The agent employed by the Government? — Yes. 

117. -You at one time held the situation of chi# of the Board 
of Stalf, Opium, and Customs, did you not? — I did. 

118. Can you" c^lain to the Committee tlip nature of the 

monopoly of opium in the provinccs of Bahar 'and Benares ?— 
I could not explain them ; they were fully 'reported in the re- 
ports at the India-House; it requires a great deal of detail 
to do so; they arc fully lax^giAOd in the records :it the India- 
House. ' 

- V * 

119. The Committee ivfsfi to Itnow 'in what manner the cul- 
tivation of opium is regulated Company acquire the 

opium, and in what manner &hke their profit upon it ? — 
The advances are made to the Ryots, and those Ryots deliver 
the opium in a pure state to different Gomasters, who forward 
it from time to time to the principal station at Patna, where it 
remains some time stored, and is afterwards xnade up into 
cakes, and is then sent down to Calcutta. 

120. Arc other persons than the officers of Government per- 
mitted to purchase opium ? — None. 

121. Is there a fixed price for opium ? — Yes; fhrcc^rupees 
a seer. 

<• 

122. When was that price fixed ?— I cannot recollect. It 
w^as formerly only two and a half. It was raised to three 
rupees, I think, in the year 1819 or 1820; but 1 cannot state 
the exact period, 

123. Do you know why the price was raised?— It was raised 
because Ryofs w’eri' not satisfied with the price they then 
received, wd to encourlge cultivation. 

124. Are you aware whether the quantity sent has increased 

inifch of late years? — It has certainly increased. <> » 

125. Can you state to what extent?— No, I cannot* 

126. Wlist <pricc do the Gavernment obtain for the opium 
for which they pay three rupees a seer? — That is according 
to thf* demand. It is sold at public sale, and sometimes it 
sells higher and sometimes lower, according to the state of 
the market, or the demand in China. 

127. Has the demand in China increased much of late years ? 
— Considerably. 

128. Can ybu state to wdiat extent ?-^I cannot, from memory. 

129. Do you know what circumstances have led to that ex- 
tension of demand in China? — I cannot state that; it ,never 
came before me officially. 
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130. Has the opium of Bahar and Be||g^^aintained its 26 Feb. 1830. 

reputation of late years ? — Certainly not. ^ t ? 

131. To what circumstances do you attribute that?— Td its Esg, 
not being biifuight in a pure stat& to the market, 1 believe.. 


132. Is that the fault of the Ryot, or the Government agent? 

— It probably arises from some fraud, but where that fraud is I 
cannot tell ; it idust arise from fraud. 

133. Was any person sent down into the country to ascertain 
with whom that fraud originated? — Not to ascertain witb 
whom that fraud originated ;}bMit 4 bejievc persons wete sent ^ 
to endeavour to have it broug}j> as ,pure as possible to tha n 
market, and to reject it if it wasin an impure state. 

134!. Did the depreciation.bl ithe opium take place before 
it came into the hands'^ dfi itie' Government agents, or sub- 
sequently ? — I should rather imagine previously to its coming to 
the Government agents’ hands. 

135. Is there not a manufacture of opium afler it comes into 
the hands of the Government ? — None, but its being mdde up 
into cakes. 


136. Is any art requi^d in making it up into cakes ? — It , * 
requires that tlic person should be conversant with it. 

137. Does the opium depend at all on the degree of per- 
fectioif with which that operation is performed ?— No ; I believe 
it is solely with regard |o the pureness ^?tne opium. 

138. Do you know the relative price in the market of the 
Baliar and Malwa opium ? — I cannot say ; the Malwa opium 
generally sells in China two or three hundred dollars a chest 
higher than the other. 

139. What is the price of a Bahar chest «of opiimi ? — That 

depends entirely upon the market ; it fells from 2,OOD to ^000 
rjapees. • * • • 

UO. You state that the Malwa opiupi sells for two or tl^ree 
kutftlred dollars more than the Bahar ; what was the price of 
Bahar opium ? — 1 cannot state that from memory. 


141. Have not the advances to tUe Ryots, iqgreased very 

much of late ?— I am not awarST that they have. * • 

142. What proportion of the whole price of the o^um is* 
advanced previously to its delivery into the hands ^ the 
Government Sgent ?— I believe generally the whole of the three 
rupees is advanced previous to its delivery to the Government 
agent ; but 1 refer you to.the Regulations. . 

143. For what purposes were you sent as Opijim Agent into 
Malwa ? — Previous to my being sent there, the agent who was 
employed by the Bombay Government had purchased . the 
4>piuni at uncommon high rates ; it was supposed t^t bjr a 
different kind of ^managemwt the opium might be purchased 
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ti6 Feb^830. at low rates^ and generally rendered more advantageous to the 
e TT, Government. ' 

o. tSwuUon, 

Esq. 144. What measure did you adopt on being deputed into 

Malwa ? — It is so long a period, and as I have not the paper 
by me to refer to, perhaps it will be better that I sfiould refer 
your Lordships to the reports which are in the India-House ; 
they are very full. .. 

145. In consequence of any recommendation on your part, 
were any treaties entered into with any of the princes of 
Malwa? — Yes, there were. 

^ 146. State the nature ^t^se^treaties? — Tlic object of those 

treaties was to make the natiye states participate in the ad- 
vantages which were derived r&bm tlte opium monopoly ; but 
I cannot speak further, and stajta ^,tbe circumstances of those 
treaties, but generally they gave them some advantages. 

147. Did they contain any stipulation on the part of the 
native prince for diminishing the cultivation of opium in his 
dominions? — They did; on every thousand surat inaunds of 
forty pounds less produce they were to receive a sum of twenty 
thousand rupees as a bonus. 

146. What further advantage was the prince to receive?— If 
my memory serves me right, he was also to receive the profits 
on five chests in every one hundred maunds. 

149. Did he further stipulate to furnish any quantity of 
opium at a certain prici to the Company ? — He did. 

150. Was that price much below the price at which it had 
been obtained by the Bombay agents?— Considerably. 

151. Can you state the difference?— The Bombay agent had 

paid from sixty-five to one hundred and odd rupees for a 
punnury, ^ip^hich is five seers ; a punsury contains ten pounds 
English w;eight. t 

152. What did you pay under the treaty? — Thirty rupees. 

153. What was the value of the Halee rupee current in 
Malwa ? — From seven to eight per cent, inferior to the sicca 
rupee at the Mint. 

154. Is the seer of Malwa the same as the seer of Bengal? 
— The ^ber at which I bought opium wa« the same with that at 
Patna ; 1 believe the seer current in the bazaar is different. 

15j. Paying, therefore, three rupees a seer for opium in 
Bahar, and under the treaty thirty rupees for' five seers at 
Malwa, you paid twice a8>much in Malwa as you did in Bahar? 
— Exactly. / 

156. Can Ayou state the selling price at Bombay of the 
punsury of five seers in Malwa, for which you have paid thirty 
rupees? — I cannot from memory. 

l5'ir,^-,j;jan you at all state, whether the price of the Malwa 
otfium, when sold by the Company, bore the same relation to 
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the price of Bahar opium, when sold by therh^ that the original 26 Feb. 1830. 
prices paid by them for the Malwa opium bore to the price « 
paid by them for the Bahar opium ? — No, I cannot state the ' ’ 

prices ; I have no recollection of them. I had nothing to do 
with the sale of opium ; it never came before me officially. 

158. Do you know* whether that provision of the treaties of 
which you have spoken, by which the cultivation of the poppy 
was to be diminished in the territories of those princes, was 
carried into effect? — While I was in Malwa — it was by slow 
degrees — 1 think it was real — I am led to say so from my own 
personal observation-^t was ^reducfd'in^ome places. 

159. Are you aware whetheV,5*previous to the formation of 
those treaties, any great ex tcnsiim of the cultivation of opium 
had taken place in Malwa believe it had, 

160. Can you state to what extent? — I cannot. 

161. Had the prices been such as to encourage cultivation 
to a great extent ? — Certainly. 

162. You are aware that since you have left Malwa lUicrc 
has been represented to the Government to be so much dis- 
content on the part of the Jlyots in Malwa, and so much disin- 
clination on the part of the prince to the continuance of those 
treaties, that it has been recently determined by the Govern- * 
ment to give them up? — I have heard that. 

163. Are you aware that it was represented, that in point of 
fact the cultivation was •not very muchf diminished ; that the 
dissatisfaction of the people was very great ; that a contraband 
trade was carried on to a very great extent through those 
countries with which we have not formed treaties ; and that 
opium was carried in such quantities through the territories, 
particularly the Oudepoor, to the Indus, and thenc^ to the 
ports of Diu and Demaun, as practically to interfere fb a very 

#grpat extent with the beneficial consequences which were • 
expected from those treaties ? — I have ly^ard that ; but I cap- 
nat say any thing further. I can only reply to what occurred 
when I was in Malwa. • 


164. Will you state with what nat^e princes the treaties 

have been concluded? — Holkesr was one; BooTidbe*; Kotah ; 
Oudepoor ; and all the petty chieflains in Malwa. * • » 

165. There was^Jiowever, no treaty with Scindia ? — 

166. And wifliout having a treaty with Scindia, fromThe 

particulai* position of his territories, it was found \o be impos- 
sible to confine the opium to Malwa, to prevent thk exportation ? 
— It was difficult, but not ilnpossible. | 

167. Those treaties bling now abandoned, rib restriction 
being any longer placed on the extent to which the poppy may 

*be* cultivated in those districts, and the transport of opiupi 
being perfectly free through all the dominions not pod^vely . 
subject to the British power, what effect do you apprehend that 
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26 Feb. 1830 . will have upop the, 'benefit to the government of India from their: 

— 7 monopoly of opium in Bengal ? — I apprehend it will almost 
5. ^intokj entirely endanger it; that the monopoly can barely exist 
imder it. 

I6B. You think that the quality of the Malwa opium, and 
the price at which it' can be furnished to the Canton market, is 
sdeh as to make it a1m<Hit impossible for the other governments 
of India to realize** any considerable profit upon their opium 
from Baharand Benares? — Thc^y will still derive a considerable 
profit, but not any thing tq what they did upon the 

monopoly. * . 

169. Arc you aware whetligr the quality of Malwa opium had 
improved very much previous to wie formation of the treaties ? 

I was deputed in consequence of the Malwa opium being very 

much inferior and very much adulterated. One of the objects 
of my mission was to endeavour to have it brought in a purer 
state to the market. I succeeded ; and to that I attribute the 
Malwa opium being now considered so much superior to the 
Patna. 

170. Before your deputation into that countrjs did tlie price 
cf Malwa opium bear a different proportion to the Bahar opium 
to that it has done since?— Yes. 

171. Was it superior or inferior?— Inferior. 

172. What is thc^sizcof the chest? — There arc two maunds 
in a chest ; there are forty seers in a maund. 

173. The treaties being given up with those native princes, 

do you think it will be possible for the British Government to 
tlirow any material impediment in the way of the transport of 
the Malwa opium to the coast?— Impediment they may throw ; 
but no restrictions will be so effectual as those which tlvc treaties 
gave us. ' \ 

. . 174*. Will the impediment? which they can still throw in 
the way of the carriage of Malwa opium to the coast be such 
as*" to give them, as' purchasers in the Malwa market, ^ a 
matJerial advantage over their competitors?— Certainly some 
advantage. 

175. Ih^ what route will it nqw be possible to carry Malwa 
opium to tlie sea, avoiding the territories of the Company and 
theirt tributary states ? — Speaking from memory, I feel it diffi- 
cult to give an answer ; but I fancy through the Oudepoor 
states. 1 

176. Must y. go to tine Indus ? — 1 do not think that is neces- 
sary, but tlia 1 is the principal route.. 

177. Whelps could they touch the rea ? — I do not at this mo- 
ment recollect. 

178. Will you refer to the map, and see whether there are 
• L. any countries, not under the government or influence of this 

country! through which the opium might be carried to the sea? 
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' — [The witness refers to the map.]— I think; looking to the map, 26 Feb. 1830. 
.that it might get to the Gulf of Cambaya. _ 

m M 1 /« n • ' ^WlfltOKp 

179 . Can you state at what grofij^a Ryot can grow opium a 

seer ? — I cannot from memory. 

180. Is it an object much sought for by the Ryots, the 
advances on opium ? — I had rather ' speak with regondv to 
Malwa : there the Ryots derive very little profit from it. As 
to Bahar, it is so many years since 1 was in that part of the 
country that I do not wish' to state from memory. ' 

181. Is any opium grown by the ]£ast-India Company ?<— 

None. , . ' 

182. Is any body at liberty to grow it that pleases ? — Cer- 
tainly not. ' >•* . “ 

183. Under what regulations is any one at liberty to grow 
the poppy ? — There is a regulation of Government upon the 
subject, to which I would wish to refer your Lordships, not 
bearing it distinctly in mind. 

184. Is it by license ? — Under that regulation it is. • 

185. Do you believe there is any illegal sale of opium going 
on in Bahar or Benares? -•-There may be a little smuggling ; to , ' 
a trifling degree. 

186. What are the penalties attached to such illegal sale ? — 

The seizure of the article, and a fine, I believe ; but I would 
rather refer your Lordships to the regulations : I do not bear 
them in mind. * 


187. Do you conceive it to be impossible lor the Ryots to 
cultivate the poppy, unless the Company begin by making them 

an advance equivalent to the price they afterwards give ? I 

must decline answering these questions on oath. Every thing is 
stated in the regulations so fully, I wq^ld ratlier refty: to them. 

188. Would it be, in your opinion, 'impossible for* a Ryot to^* 

cultivate the poppy, without borrowing the money, in the first 
ipstence, from the Company ? — I appAhend they are too ^oor 
to do that. _ 


189. It is a cultivation which require^ a considerable expense 

both in manure and in irrigation, does it not.^^es; a great 
deal of care in the cultivation, and it can be only in the fines^ 
soils. I 

190. Is th^jss^^y restriction existing which would pre\nt a 
person possessing a little capital carrying onthck cultivation of 
the poppy, anfi confining it to the Ryots? — Ifi^an only be cul- 
tivated by the Ryots ; no» Zemindar would cve^hink of doing 

it. . J 

191. Do you mean that he has no power of doing it by the 
regulations of the Company ?— He is by no means restricted, 
•provided he chooses to enter into an engagement to deliycr'the 
produce to the Company at the stipulated price. ’ * ^ 



so EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

26 F^. 1830. 192 , So that the practical result is, that^no person of capital 

S.SwintoH cultivation of that article?^ Certainly none, 

' ‘Saq, ’ I know of. 

193. Can you stale the general proportion between the 
advance and the produce ? — I cannot. 

194. Are losses frequently incurred by the failure of the 
crop, and the advance being less than the crop will produce ? 
— 1 cannot stale the extent, but they must be incurred in that 
as they are in other things. 

195. Does that stand over as a debt to a future season, or 

in what manner is the loss mad^ up?— Sometimes it docs, and 
sometimes it does not ; there is-a -degree of discretionary power 
left with the agent. • 

196. Do you know into what cdhditions a person enters who 
undertakes the cultivation of opium in the provinces of the 
Company? — He stipulates to deliver the produce at a certain 
price. 

19'^. Any person may cultivate it who does that? — Yes. 

198. By whom is that price fixed? — It has been long 

established. ^ 

199. Is it fixed by the Company ? — Originally by the agent. 

200. Docs it undergo an examination of quality as well as of 

quantity? — Certainly. " 

201. in what manner do you calculate the advances to be 

made to the Ryot? — It is generally ascertained what is the 
quantity of land he has that is equal to the produce of a certain 
quantity of poppy, and it is tolerably well ascertained what an 
acre will yield ; and according to what he engages to deliver, 
he receives his advances in proportion. ® 

202. It is on an cstini,ite of former years?— Yes. 

203. With respect to the cultivation of opium in the pro- 
vin'ies of Malwa under the independent princes, and before 
the treaties, was tlie cultivation carried on under the control 
the prince in the same manner as in our o^u provinces under 
the control of the Company, or was it free to the cultivator? — 
Under the princes it was free to the cultivator, but the cultivator 
was ge nerally under restrictions of the Zemindars. 

20'^. Were those restrictions to deliver produce at a 
certain fixed price ? — I cannot tell exactly what their private 
agreements were^ but I know that restrictions di(} exist. 

205. Are v^u acquainted with the circumstances under 
which opium Ls grown in the Portuguese settlements? — ! am 
not. 

206. Are you aware whether opium grown in the Portuguese 
.settlements, sells in China and elsewhere at the same rate as. 
the opfiini sold by the Company ?— -I am not^ 
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207. Can you st&te whether the form of the balls in which 26 Feb 1830. 
opium is made up, and the size of the packages in which it is ^ ’sv^nton 
afterwards packed, has been late ly alte red, with a view to for- * 
ward its illicit introduction into iCluflff? ~ In Malwa the cakes 
have always been the same ; they are different from those made 
at Patna. 


208. Has there been any alteration that you are aware of 
lately made in the way of packing ? — Not id Bengal, that 1 am 
aware of. 1 left the Board in 1823, and have been in Malwa 
since that time. 

209. The large price given- by the Bombay. agent for Malwa 
opium was given before the. formation of any treaty ? — Yes. 

210. Can you tell what the total price to the Company was 
of the Malwa opium under the treaties, when they gave thirty 
rupees for a punsury, and besides that a certain premium to 
the chief, and a certain portion of the profit upon part of what 
they sold? — I cannot, upon my oath, say exactly what it was, 
though 1 could, in a rough kind of way, probably state it^ 

211. Will you state your general idea what it amounted to? 
-—By the chest, I believe it amounted to about 720 rupees a 
chest, including all those charges, and the allowance made to « 
the chief ; but I beg to state that I merely state from the 
recollection of the moment. 


212.* How many seers does a chest contain? — It ought to 
contain 80 seers or IGOlbs. A chest coritained only 140 lbs. of 
opium, for the seers with which the chest sare packed are what 
are called the factory w'cight. There arc such a number of 
different kinds of maunds ; the bazar mautid, 80 lbs. ; the 
factory maund, 72 lbs 1 1 oz. It is brought as near as possible 
to the ^ccul chest, containing 133 lbs.; biy; there is a con- 
siderable allowance for dry age of opium. ' 

^ .213. Are you acquainted wifli the relative properties and • * 
qualities of the Turkish and East-lndia ppium ? — 1 am not. « 

• 2 I 4 . You cannot state whether it is probable that a greater 
importation of Turkish opium into Canton would interfere with 
the sale of the British opium ? — I camidt ; I can § pqak only from 
hearsay. It is of an inferior quiility, 1 understand. * • 

216. Arc you at^ii acquainted with the circumstanccsW the* 
American trado STi* opium ? — No. 


216. Is it an easy thing to measure the q^nKty of opium, 

in matter of a*dulteration of strength?— A p^^n who is ac- 
customed to it can do it. * \ 

217. Complaints have*becn made that some^f the opium 
grown by the Ryots was adulterated ?— That can be ascertained. 

. 21& What happens when it appears to the commerciail a^nt 
that it has been adulterated ; does he require a larger* qiftintity, 
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or refuse the article^ — If it is adulteratedf he rejects it alto- 
gether. 

219. What happens as to the advance which has been made 
for it ? — The advance tH^n tiecomes a debt of his to the person 
who made the advance. 

220. How is the opium sold by the Company ; by sample, or 
otherwise ?— Any numbefr oF chests are opened, and the buyers 
have an opportunity, previous to the sale, of* looking at it. 

221. Is there not a guarantee on the part of the Company, 
thal^ the opium is of a /certain qualify ?-— Certainly. The gua- 
rantee is made by the agent. The agent sends down, with 
every despatch of opium, a guarai^li^e of the quality. 

222. Is there any other part‘*bT the East besides China to 
which there is a considerable export of opium from the East- 
India Company’s possessions? — That is a question 1 cannot 
answer, as the subject never came before me officially. 

223. Did you ever hear that there was any considerable ex- 
port 10 the Malay Islands ? — I must beg to decline returning a 
hearsay answer; there are a great many things I may have 
heard that I cannot vouch for. 

224. You do not know that there has been any large export 
of opium to the Malay Islands ?— Officially, I do not. 

225. Do you know how long the zemindars have possessed 
the liberty with respect to the cultivation of opium which you 
say they now have ? — i do not. 

226. Are you aware that formerly there was an extremely 
severe restrictive system pursued with respect to the cultivation 
of opium ? — The same that exists now, I believe ; I am not 
aware of any alteration. 

227. Has there not ^'.een a considerable change within the 
last twenty years ? — Not that I am aware of. 

228. Was it not formerly the case, that the native proprietors 
of land were absolutely prohibited from cultivating opium ?p— 
Where there was an Qpium agent, not. I believe that in certain 
districts where the opiupi grows, those districts where inferior 
opium gre,\v were abandoned. 

221}. Was not that formerly the case in Bengal, where the 
opiun was formerly almost exclusively grov^ ? — The provinces 
of P/ihar and Benares arc the only two distftX***^ where opium 
is grown und.er t^ie Bengal presidency. 

230. Former’/, were not the proprietors of land absolutely 
prohibited fro‘'h growing it for themselves ?— In other districts 
beyond thos^ of Bahar and Benares, in the heart of Bengal, it 
is not allowed. 

231. Are the collectors of land-tax encouraged by the Go- 
vefnrfient to collect opium by any recent regulation P-^-They 
are. 
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232. Can you statio'what per-centage diejr are allowed to de- 
rive ? — I forget that. 

233. Do the same regulations apply to Bahar and to Malwa ? 
— No; they are entirely difFerenK*^^'^** 

234. Does any opium grow in any district of the Company’s 
in Malwa ? — I am not aware of any. 


26 Feb. 1830. 

S. Swinton, 
JEsq, 


The witness is informed that it fs wished he should give the. 
best information hx his powejr^ without regSrd to tlie question 
whether it came within his knowledge officially. 

235. Are you practically acquainte<t^ with the salt monopoly f 
in Bengal ? — I was, but so.^any years have elapsed since I left , 
the Board, that probably njy jpaemory will not serve me with re- I 
gard to the circumstances eonq^cted with it. 

236. Can you state in what manner that monopoly was con- 
ducted at the time you were acquainted with it?— So many 
years have elapsed, I cannot charge my memorywith th at. 

237. By whom was the salt manufactured ? — By an agent on 

the part of the Government. • 

238. Was no other person permitted to manufacture salt?— 
No ; the Mol ungees arc Uie persons who manufacture the salt, 
under the direction of the agent. 

239. Can you tell the cost of the salt to the Government?—* 

1 caniK^jt now ; it has varied a little since I left the Board. 


240. Can you tell what profit was made' by the Government 
on the salt? — I can state what the amount of tl)c profit was on the 
sales in Calcutta for some years ; I have a memorandum of 
that: here I see that in the year 1819 it was 1,11,42,639 
rupees. 

241. 1% that the gross receipt, or the net profit ? — That is the 
net profit. In the year 1827-8 .it vp-s 1,52,78, 1<*15 rupees. 

^ Since the formation of the Boafd over which I presided there 
was a regular improvement in the produce. • 

# 242. In what manner was that improvement effected ?-— B!y a 
more active superintendence on the part* of the officers of the 
Board. • 

243. Do you mean in the prevention of sniu^lJbg?— Partly. 

244. Can you state the price at which the salt manufactured* 
by Government retailed to the people ? — It was sold u\them 
in the market^at monthly sales to the highest bidder. 

245. I’heir profit depended upon keeping supply within 

tile demand ? — Exactly s(v \ 

246. Has the supply increased of late years ?- 2 )'CertaiiiIy. . 

247. To what extent?— I cannot state the extent. 


. ' 24^^Are you enabled to state the price of any particular 
quantity of salt wjicn retailed to the people?— From ’tifcree to 
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26 Feb. 1830. four rupees, that is,, from six to eight shillings a maund, was 
iS Swinton price ; the maund being eighty English pounds. 

249; What do you apprehend had been the cost of manufac- 
ture of a maund of salt ?— It varies according to the place. 

250, Do you apprehend it would be possible to increase the 
salt revenue by increasing the quantity supplied to the people ? 
—Certainly not. 

S51. You think the largest possible revenue is effected by the 
present limitation of supply ? — I apprehend it is ; the attention 
of the Board is always directed to the ascertaining the quantity 
required. .t . 

252. Nevertheless, the amount Ms increased ? — Yes ; as the 
population increases, their sales increase in the same pro- 
portion. 

253. Are you acquainted with the salt monopoly at Madras ? 
— I am not. 

254. When you mention the profit on salt, what rupee do 
you refer to ? — The sicca rupee. 

255.. Is the salt manufactured from, salt springs, or ponds into 
which the water is admitted? — I do not know the mode in 
which it is manufactured. 

256. Do the Company carry on the manufacture of ^palt at 
all ? — It is carried pp by ihc Molungees, who manufacture 
under the agent. 

257. No other person is permitted to make salt ? — None but 
the Molungees. 

258. The Company have not only a monopoly of sale, but a 
monopoly of the manufacture also ? — Yes, by auction. 

259. His the demand^for salt increased ? — Certainly ; it has 
’ . regularly ihcrcased. 

260. Has there been of late years any variation in the price 

of salt ?— Not much, I apprehend. ^ ** 

261. So that, though the demand for salt has increased, the 
public have jpof, had it at a cheaper rate ? — The quantity has 
increased in proportion ; there has been a regular increase. 

262 The supply has not increased in sucl\^proportion as to 
brinj^ht at a cheaper rate to the consumer^^oNo, I am not 
aware that the consumer has got it cheaper ; it is sometimes 
four rupees ancl^ half, and sometimes two rupees and a half, 
according to t^i quality. 

263. Can y(\^^j state the number of labourers employed in this 
manufacture ? — ^I cannot. 

264. Can you state the mode in which they are paid ? — I 
cannot. 
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265. Can you state whether they are generally in debt to the 
Company ? — I cannot. 

266. Can you state what proportJon^f salt is consumed over 
and above that manufactured by Hie Government ?— No|l»ii€h; 

1 think a mere trifle. ^ 

267. You do not think so much as one-fourth ? — nicrtlifng 

like it, I should think. ^ 

268. To whom arc the advances made? — ^I'o the Molungees. 

269. Arc there any particular laws applying to. tliat descrip* 
tion of people ? — There is regulation Vespectiog them* . 

270. If a man has once been in that trade, cannot he 
always forced back to it, if'it 5s necessary ? — I believe not. 

271. Is the modc'of preparifag salt that is pursued very un- 
favourable to health? — Wherever salt is made, it is always 
made in an unhealthy situation. 

272. If a man has been a Molungee, and employed on salt, 
can he ever cease to be a Molungee?— He certainly can. • 

273. He cannot be compelled to return to his employment 
if he leaves it ? — No, unlesa he happens to have fallen into heavy 
arrears. 

274 lb their falling into heavy arrears common? — That is' 
according to the character of the individual. 

27.5. .\re the Molungees a particular gusto of natives ? — I am 
not aware that they are. A man who has engaged to furnish 
one hundred maunds of salt is bound to do it; and if he cannot 
do h \)ne yt..ir, he must do it the second year. 

2 V6 J^TC you acquainted with the administration of the land 
and s{^a customs in Bengal ? — 1 ought to be. • _ 

9 • • 

^ 277. You were at the head of that Board for some time ? — I 
whs ; and I was the person who reformed the custom-houses in 
Bengal. • • 

*278. At what period was that ? — The rgform began in 1814. 

279. Have there been any conside]:able reductions of the 

transit duty since that period ^ — Since I left tlfe <Bpard, there 
have been. • 

280. At what j)lgccs in Bengal is the transit duly collected ?* 
— At the cdsto’'.Alouses. 

261. Where are those custom-houses situate One c’ustorn- 
house is at Calcutta. In Chittagong there sea custom- 

houses. The collections* of Chittagong are Rifling. TIic 
transit duties are collected at Moorshedadad, Fatnn, 

Dacca, Mirzapore, Cawnpoor, and Furruckadad, so far as I 
recollect. 

2821'’'iftAre any restrictive measures adopted for the iiqrijosc of 
forcing the goods) into the custom-houses of those towns you 
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have mentioned ? — There arc no means ado^^ted to force them ; 
no goods can pass the chokies without paying them. 

283. The chokies exte nd in to the country ?— There is a regu- 
lation fixing the extent oTSvery chokie. 

284. From those centres do those chokies cover the greatest 
part of the chokies country ? — No ; they only cover the banks 
and mouths of the rivers. 

285. llie great roads of communication ?— The great roads 
of communication only. 

286. Are those transit duties CjollcQtcd at any very great 
charge ? — They must necessarily be so. 

287. Are you aware that that ql^arge has increased largely of 
late years, when compared wRh* the receipts ? — The receipts 
having diminished, the charges will appear large in proportion; 
when the receipts were larger, the charges formed a small per- 
centage. 

288. Do you know whether the charges themselves have in- 
creased ? — I am not aware that they have. 


289. Have you been able, from your situation, to discover 
the effect produced on the internal prosperity of the country by 
the transit duties ? — Certainly. 

290. State the effect you think they have produced ? — I am 
not aware that they injured the trade in any way of the fair 
trader; they might affect the smuggler, or the man who wished 
to evade the duties, but not otherwise. 

291. Do you think they create no embarrassment, or no in- 
terference with the internal communication of the country, so 
as to diminish its prosperity ?— Certainly not, as far as my 
ob^rvati(ni went. 

- 292. ^liat would be^ the effect of taking off the transit duty 
on cotton ? — It would enable the cotton to come to the Calcutta 
market at a lower ratC;- certainly. 

293. What is the amount of transit duty on cotton ? — I can- 
not state that from memory. 

294. Is a vc'-y large proportion of the transit duty collected 
on the transit of cotton ? — A very la'*ge proportion ; but cotton 
princ pally grows in countries not our own, and it is paid on the 
frontiers: a large proportion at Agra; a Vk^all proportion at 
Mikzapore ; but the largest proportion, I think, ut Agra. 

295. If the ^iuties oh the passage of cotton through our 
dominions W'.rc taken off*, do you. think it would be worth 
while to maii^tain the other transit duties, with the establish- 
ment connected with them ? — If it took off nothing but the 
duties on cotton, it would still be worth while. 

296. Would it be possible, on taking oft’ those d'.lies, to 
diminish the charges of general collection ? — I apprehend not. 
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297. You cannQt state wliat proportion of the duties consists 26 Feb. la'JO. 
of those levied on cotton ? — I cannot, from memory. 

298. It appears that in the year 1826-7 the receipt of cus- 
toms in Bengal was dL*330, 970;* Cldi‘*you state what proportion 
of that arose from tlic sea customs, and what proportion from 
the transit duties ? — I cannot state that from memory. 


299. If transit duties were entirely repealed, would there be 
any necessity for keeping up the custom-lfousc establishments 
in the interior at the different places you have mentioned ? — If 
the whole transit duties were repealed, many of the custom- 
houses might be done away with ; only the frontier ones would 
remain then. 


300. Supposing the amoiiht now levied by the transit duties 
w’cre levied by any small addition to the sea customs duties, 
would you not get the same amount of revenue without the 
necessity for maintaining the same establishment ? — That must 
depend on knowing the amount of the transit duties, and calcu- 
lating the sum to be laid on the exports or imports, to see 
whether they were equivalent. If fourteen lacs are taken from 
the transit duties, and fourteen lacs added to the imports and 
exports, it will come to tfie same thing. 

301. If the whole of it was raised by sea customs, instead of 
a poition by the sea customs and a portion by the transit 
duties* would it not be possible to reduce the expenses of col- 
lecting the whole ? — Y^s, certainly. 

302. Has there been any diminution or increase in the 
amount of the custom duties within the last few years I left 
the Board of Customs seven years ago ; I cannot recollect what 
has occurred since. 

303. *\Vas there any reduction of the cus^tom duties during 
the time you presided over that Boarc^? — I am not*awar(5 that 
{here w^as ; there was a different system introduced. 

The witness is directed to withdraw. 

I • • • 

JOHN PASCAL LARKINS, Esq. is c^^llcd in, and examined 
as follows : , 


304. What was the situation you filled in^mlifli? — I filled P- 

various situations. • - * ■ • 

305. Have tlje.* goodness to state them. — In the car^y part 
of my servitvac in India I was in the Commercial depar ment, 
and filled the situation of Assistant to tli«^ Opium Agent at 
Bahar; that Vas previous to the year 1804; In 1804, I was 
called to the presidency^ for the purpose of fil ing tlie office of 
sub-Export Warehouse-keeper under the Board of Trade. In • 

1811, 1 was promoted to a seat in the Boartf of Trade, In • 

•1818, on the formation of a new Board of Customs, Salt and 
Opiiug, I was transferred from the Board of Trade to tliejiew 
Board.*" During the time I was sub-£xport Warchoipsu-kceper * 
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26 Feb. 1830. I held the office of Reporter on External and Internal Com- 
^ ^""7” , . merce, and Inspector of Company’s Investments of Silk and 
Piece-goods. 

306. Are you aware dHhe^d.'fferent price, in the market, of 
Malwa and Bahar opium? — I have a perfect recollection that 
there was a great difference in the price between the two, both 
in the price at which they were provided and the price at 
which they sold, both to the speculators at Bombay and Cal- 
cutta, and the prices they realized at Canton or places to the 
eastward. 

307. Can you state the proportions? — I can hardly state 
them with that confidence I would jw'isli. The Malwa opium 
became recognized by the Government so short a time before 
I left India, 1 had not an opportunity of obtaining so much in- 
formation regarding it as I had of the Bengal opium. 

308. Was that considered an opium of suj)crior quality, or 
more adapted to the C’anton market ? — Tlte impression iipon 
my mind is, that the Bahar opium and the Benares, for I may 
speak of them as the same article, was held in much higher 
estimation at the port of Canton than Malwa opium ; but I have 
undefstood since, that the Malwa opiam has realized i. early as 
high prices as the Bengal, and in some instances better. The 
i.ost of the Malwa opium has been much higher to the Com- 
paiiy, 

309. Has not the Bahar opium lately deteriorated in real 
value and quality? — I am not prepared to answer the question, 
as to wdiat it has been very lately; but I had that confidence in 
the quality of the article during the time I had charge of the 
agency, w’hich was for two years, and also while I was a mem- 
ber of the Boards of Trade and Customs, Salt and Opium, that 
I should say nothing coidd be purer than the agency opium of 

» Bengal. 

310. Up to what period do you speak? — Up to the yeaf 
182S, from the time tbo agency was established; the contract 
ceased about 1795 or 1796 ; I arrived in India in 1797, and 
joined the agency in 1799 ; it had been about two years esta* 
blished at thaf t>mc. 

311. At what period was the Malwa opium first exported in 
any quantity ? — That it is impossible for me to say, for it was 
a cont’^aband article for many years ; it was nS!W^> recognized by 
the Company till 1819 or 1820, 1 think. 

312. Are the ^Irices now given by the Comp&ny for opium 
in Bahar, and tfie prices at which they sell it, greater than they 
used to be?— There has been a great variation in the prices at 
all times. I tliink the first sales after it was established, it 
produced about a thousand rupees a chest; but I speak from 

, a ^'ery imperfect memory. 1 have known it as high four 
thousand.' 
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313. What rupee do you speak of?— The Calcutta sicca 2G Feb. 

rupee. * 

314. Are you aware whether the price has varied very much -P*^""^^*'*** 
at Canton ?— I believe in nearly- the^ame ratio as it has witli 

us. 

315. Upon the whole, the demand has increased very greatly 
in China, has it not?— I am not prepared to answer that ques- 
tion ; I have not given much attention to this subject for the 
last four years. 

316. Are you aware of the differcpce in quality and property 
between the Turkey and the Indian opium ? — I remember (for 
when I held the ofiic’e of Reporter of External Commerce 
1 made those subjects a* matter of inquiry for my own infor- 
mation) that wc considered them to stand thus : as A and 11 
and C— A the Bengal opium, B the Malwa, and C the Turkey 
opium ; I cannot speak further than that. 

317. Is opium exported to other countries besides China ? 

— Yes ; to all the eastern ports and islands. 

318. Is there a great quantity exported to Java?— I think, 
as far as my recollection serves me, about two-thirds of the 
quantity exported fronf Calcutta goes to Canton, and the other ' 
third to the eastern islands. 

3 19. Is any part of it exported by the Company ?— No ; thhy 
sell h all at their sales by the hammer in Calcutta. 

320. Have 3 ^ou b^en in immediate communication with the 
llyots who grow the opium? — I was three years attached to 
the agency, and had communication, of course, witli all the 
opium districts under the Patna residency, where the cultiva- 
tion was carried on. 

321*. What price was then given to the Ryots for the ppium? 

— I think the price has been increased, but I do ilbt recollect ^ ^ 
at what time the increase took place ; but I should say that 
the time I left India the price was aljput three rupees per seer. , 

*322. Is that a price which remunerates the Ryot for growing 
his opium?— I can only answer that* generally ; my general 
opinion is, that it was a fair price to*him. ^ ^ 

323. Was it considered a ftvour to allow any one to grow the • 
opium ? — The opium Ryots had seme advantages, "niey were 
not liable to be 'taken away from their work for little irregula- 
rities, by the courts of judicature, till the omum season of growth 
and manufacture was over ; after that they ^efe Halite. 

324. Independently pf this, was a pecunury profit given to 
the grower on the growth of opium ? — I cannot say that the 
profit was great ; it was considered wages ^o tlie grower : £b • 
remunerating price. 

3,25. What proportion of advance was generally m^de tb him ? 

—The earliest advances were made in the montlf Of* October, 
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26 Feb. 1830. purpose of cn£d)1ing them to prepare their lands, after 

the heavy rains, for the reception of the seed ; they had so 

.7, P, Larkins, much more when the plant was above ground. 

326. The advance took'^lace by instalments ? — Yes. 

327. Was the whole advance made before the crop was taken 
in ? — I think not the whole before the crop was taken in. 

328. In fact, loss seldom occurred upon an advance from 
the crop not meeting it ? — I think there w^e some trifling out- 
standing balances in the factory books, but they were not very 
considerable. 

329. Were the applications for leave to grow opium consi- 
derable ?— We have no difficulty, generally speaking, in getting 
lands. I have known a difficulty at times ; but, in general, 
there were no difficulties in getting lands for cultivation. 

330. There was no obligation to grow it?— None. 

331. Did you fix the price that was to be paid to the Ryot? 
—It was generally a settled price. 

332. Did it not differ from year to year ? — No it did not. 

333. On what principle was it fixed?— I do not remember at 
‘ this moment ; it was raised latterly to tVrec rupees a seer. 

334. Did the produce differ from year to year?— Very much. 

^S35. Do you apprehend that the advances and charges will 

remain as high as they have been since the year 1823 ?— I 
cannot say. 

336. Was there any limit in the quantity of land to be culti- 
vated in each year ? — None. 

337. The privilege was personal entirely ? — Yes. 

338. Were there instances of a zemindar interfering in any 
way to prevent or to increase the cultivation of opium ?— I 
really cannot^ say at this distance of time. 

^330. Was the cultivation supposed to be unhealthy ? — No, not 
at all it is carried on in the finest part of the country. 

340. Does it require any skill ? — No ; no skill in making it.' 

341. There is none required in cultivating it ? — No; only 
attention ; not skiP. 

342. Have you frequently detebted adulteration? — I have 
been present when we liave rejected some small quantity of 
opium in consequence of adulteration, but tliat very seldom 
happened. 

343. Is any qug^utity of it illegally sold?— It was sold so 
enormously high Jit the sales in Calcutta that there was a great 
inducement to the natives to smuggle it.^ 

344. Were they'in the habit of doing so ? — Yes , we frequently 
detected them. 

345'.' Wl^it was the penalty attached to that?— I forget i but 
there is a’ rule and regulation expressly for that purpose. 
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346. Will you c^^plajp in what mode the Company procure 26 Feb. 1830. 

the silk for their investment for Europe and for China? — They 

send no silk to China. The Company’s yfvestment is provided -P- J^»rhins, 
by the agency of their Commercial Residents ; and the silk is 

made by a contract with the men who rear the coCoons. 

347. Arc they generally people of property, or very poor?— 

I do not think it is at all a poor class of people. 

348. Are large advances made on silk?— Yes; considerable 
advances arc made, after the engagement is settled by the 
Residents there, to enable them to advance to the cultivators 
of the mulberry plant. 

349. Have endeavours been made by the Company to im- 
prove the quality of silk in India ? — Great endeavours. 

350. Can you state their nature ? — They had a very intelli- 
gent man there for many years, wdio was well acquainted with 
the manner in which the silk was made in Italy, who intro- 
duced, I believe, Italian filatures into Bengal. 

351. Have they established any extensive manufactories? — 

They have ; but at present, under no other superintendence, 

I believe, than that of their own Residents. 

352. Do they carry th(^ manufacture beyond reeling ?— No. 

353. Has the export of piece-goods by the Company de-# 
creased of late years? — 1 apprehend, very much indeed. 

354. Have the j)iece-goods of India been supplanted by the 
goods of England .'^—VA-y nearly ; altogether, I should say. 

355. Have you any idea how many people have been throwm 
out of employment by that circumstance ? — No, not the least. 

The witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, that this Committee be adjourned to Tuesday next, 
one o’clock, • S • 
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FIRST REPORT 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
present State of the Affairs of the East-India Company, 
and into the Trade between Great EasUlndies^ 

and China ; and to report their Observations thereupon to 
the House ; and who we^e empowered to report the Minutes 
OF THE Evidence taken before them from time to time, to 
the House; — 

HAVE made a Progress in the Matters to them referred, 
and had examined several Witnesses ; and directed the 
Minutes of the Evidence to be reported to tlie House 
up to the 4th day of this instant, March, inclusive. 


4Y/t March 1830. 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


LuncB^ 15 ° die Fehruarii 1830 . 


William Ward, Esq. in the Chair- 


TllOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq., Accountant General of the 
East-lndia Company, and JAMES COSMO MELVILL, 
Ks(j., Auditor of the East-lndia Company ; calle^J in and 
examined. 


15 Feb. 

J, C. Mi'trUlf , 
JCsf/. 


1. (To Mr, MelvilL ) — You fill thj ofifice of Auditor to the 
East-India Company ?~I do. 

2. Are you Auditor of the accounts of the revenue, commer- 
cial and political, or of any other department?— Of the whole 
of the political accounts of India. 

3. What do you consider as the political accounts ?-— The 
whole of the revenues and charges applicable to the territorial 
government of India. 

4. Do you include in that the revenue of the old settled dis- 
tricts of the ceded and of the conquered or tributary states ?— 
The who^^. 

5. Arc those accounts sent home annually to England ? — 
I'liey arc. 

6. To what period have the last complete set been received? 
— Up to the 30th of April 1828; the account of 1B27-J828. 

7. Have you seen thi. printed papers submitted to this Com- 
mittee, signed William Leach, dated ihc 4th of January 1830? 
—I sew them, for the first time, late on Saturday afternoon. 

8. Do you know whether that account U tnade up to April 
1827, for the year \o26~l ?— It professes to be. 

9. The Coiiimictee are to understand that you have a whole 
year s accounts at the India-House, received after those ac- 
rouLts were made up? — Undoubt^ly; which, I believe, the 
Committee will find contained in a paper communicated from 
the India-House, included in this collection, page 26. 

\iee the Committee to understand that the accounts th 
Table, ' ^ 0 . 1 (A) are a regular abstract of the revenues and 
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charges under the Bengal presidency?— I ^ve not yet had an 15 Fch. 1830. 
opportunity of examining them. / 

11. Will you state whether detailed ac^^nts of the items from 
which those accounts arc made up are also forwarded?— 
Undoubtedly. 

12. For instance, have you the details of tlie expense of the 

Mint ? — We have. • 


13. Does the return show the coinage, the expenses of the 
establishment, and other matters connected with the depart*^ 
ment?^lt does. 


14. You have stated that you have charge -of the political ; 
will you have the goodness to state what other departments of 
accounts come home from India, and who has charge of them ? 

— I am not aware that any other accounts come home, except 
the commercial accounts, which come into the Company's home 
accounts, and of whicli Mr. Lloj^d, the Accountant-general, has 
charge. 

15. Are tlic Committee to understand that, with the details 

of the political accounts, and the details of the commercial ac- 
counts, they shall have tli 4 ' whole accounts the India Company « 
possess? — If by political is meant the expenses of the political 
government, including the civil and military charges. , 

16. ^ill you state to the Committee under how many 
different heads the revenues of Bengal are arranged ?—Tlie 
General department, wWch comprehends the Mint, Post-office, 
and Stamps ; the Judicial department, which merely compre- 
hends a few fees and fines ; the Land Revenue department, 
which comprehends the land revenue ; the Customs, whicli 
comprehends land and sea customs ; the Salt, which compre- 
hends the gross rcccpts from the sales of salt ; the Ojnum, 
which comprehends the gross receipts from the salc^f opium. 

• There is a new head of account, •of the Territories ceded during 
tlie present charter on the Nerbuddah ; there is, finally, the 
hep^ of Marine receipts, which compre'dends river dues. * 

17. In what departments are the revenues of Benares in- 
cluded ? — They are included under tjie several heads I have 
mentioned to the Committee. The head of •Rt;vpnue shows 
how much was received from rfenar^s, how much froniPj|ic old^ 
province, how muc];i from the new ; aril so of the Customs. 

18. Arc the Committee to undcrstan9>^at in the accounts 
you ke^ at the India-House, the profits, if^y, gf the' Benares 
mint,* the receipt, if any, of stamps «in that district, wiDuld ap- 
pear as pai^i tlie general receipt of the Mint and istitmips ? 

— Undo^fodly, stated ^parately under that general hcadv““'" 

1 9. Do you understand what fills up the colfimn here 
» ihc^iead Jof Benares, where, for instance, for the year 

. the revenue of Benares is stated at £570,486, and fSCfli^ear ^ 
1826-7, it is stated at £784,784; are the Committee wilder- 


' I 
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15 Feb. 1830. stand that that is tft? aggregate of the Revenue of Benares, and 
J* C MelvtU portion of\it is included in the preceding existing 

' columns?^! should vpprehend so; but not having had an 
opportunity of examining the account^ I cannot answer pre- 
cisely. . - ' 

20 The Committee are to understand that there are portions 
of those columns nlaced precisely under the same classification 
under which you have just stated the otlicr revenues to be? — 
Yes. 

21. At the India-House, Benares is kept separate and dis- 
tinct?— We have the materials for keeping it distinct ; they are 
sent home distinct. 

22. There is another column, “ Ceded Provinces in Oude;” 
does that column contain the aggregate of the whole receipts of 
.revenue under every head? —I apprehend the answers I have 
given as to Benares is applicable to that. 

23. And the same with respect to the Conquered provinces ? 
— Yefs. 

.24. Can you furnish to the Committeedclails respecting 
those five departments, Benares, Oded Provinces of Oude, 
Conquered Provinces, Ceded Territory on the Nerbuddah, 
Ceded Provinces in Burmah, under their respective heads, in 
the same manner as the Committee have the revenue for the 
old provinces of Bengal ?— Undoubtedly. 

23. In the accounts of the salt revenue, have you the annual 
expense of the establishment, the gross and net produce, and 
prices of sale ? — Certainly. 

26. With respect to opium, the same details can be furnished ? 
—Yes. 

2t'. Up;ler what head are the sayer or inland duties included ? 
— They come under the head of the land revenue, a separate 
branch of the land revenue, the sayer or transit duties, and the 
ab! arrie or excise duties on spirits. 

28. Docs the colu^in marked Total Revenues contain the 
entire gross amount of all those revenues w^hich you have now 
stated?— I picaume it does, if the figures are correct. 

29, rJs it the practice in India, in paying money out of the 

revenue, to credit only^ttie actual amount received, or do you 
bring the receiptso^r all such payments made into the gross 
amount 5 — Tl\e gn^ss amount is credited without any deduction 
w'hateij'jr, the deductions being carried to the opposite'* side of 
theapeount. . . ^ 

Will you state how many depai;tments of audit Jliere are 
dn jpalcutta, fur examining those accounts before they are 
s.^tMed pd sent to England ? — They are audited by the several 
Pq’/jus j^^'d separate functionaries. 

31." How many Boards are there, and what are their duties? 
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—There are three Boards ; one of Reveni:^ consisting of three 15 Feb. lf}30. 
or four members, civil servants; therms a Board of Salt 
and Opium, consisting of three memlj^s, civil servants ; and * ^ ' 

there is a Marine Board, consisting of three civil servants and 
the Master- Attendant in Calcutta i each of these Boards has 
an accountant. 

32. Are those Boards entirely separate from each other, so 
that no members of one are members of another ? — The Marine 
Board is united in a great measure willi the Board of Salt and 
Opium, only that the Master- Attendant is a member of the 
Board for marine purposes. 

33. You mean to say that the Salt and Opium Board, joined 
by the Master-Attendant, sits as the Marine Board ? — Yes. 

The civil charges are not audited by either of those Boards, but 
by an officer expressly for that purpose, who is denominated the' 

Civil Auditor, and who audits also the accounts of the Mint and 
of the Post-office. The military charges arc audited by a se- 
parate auditor, under the denomination of the Military Ajiditor- 
General, who is a member of the Military Board. 

34. Will you state the constitution of the Military Board ? — 

It is not in my departmcifl. * 

35. Will you state wliat period elapses after the close of the 
year before the land revenue is audited and settled ?— About* 
ten months. The accounts arc closed to the 30th of April in 
each year, and they slnj^ld be despatched about the January or 
February following. Tliat delay is created by the revenue ac- 
counts and military accounts not being intermediately audited. 

36. Will you state to what cause the delay that takes place 

is to be assigned? — The complexity of the accounts, the vast 
sums tliGy embrace, and the necessity of referring to a great 
distance. • S ' 

• , 37. Will you state the time that elapses in the final audit of 
the other Boards after the closing of the year? — About the 
4 ^ai»e time. • * ^ 


38. Docs the auditing at home in your •fficc include any judg- 

ment upon the charges, or is it merely passing the accounts as 
they are passed in India ?—lt^is merely a rcfiS?!oy of the ac- 
counts ; the auditing of the accounts, properly so calK^, takes 
place in India. , V * 

39. Your office in England is merely re^toling the transactions 

of the audit offices in India ? - Clearly so ; w fai as respects the 
audit branch af business. The dut}^ consists in reviiBing the 
whole of th|»^ndian book^y and seeing that all the orderS of the 
home auiMorities with rqppect to the mode of keeping thoife “tfe- 
coim^ nave been strictly observed. • I * / 

TO. Do you conceive that the system of audit of the j^cce^^ 

• in India, and afterwards by re-examination at liome,'^^ , 

a system as can be established, or that it might be inipPowijj? — ’ 
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15 Fell. 1830. If I may be permit^d to form a judgment, I should say that 

the system that nowWevails in India is a good one ; that the 

•/. a MeivUl, accounts arc quickly ^lited, considering the vast sums and the 
description of the expenditure they epubrace. 

41. You have stated that the office with which you are con- 
nected audits merely the political accounti:?— Meaning hy that 
the whole of the territorial revenues and charges ; what would 
be called the Govcrnmen|;./iccounts. 

42. In what office are tlie commercial accounts audited ?— 
By Mr. Lloyd, the Accountant-General, who is here. 

43. Do you mean the accounts in India connected with India, 
as well as the accounts at home?— I apprehend that the audit of 
commercial accounts takes place in India ; and that what takes 
place in this country by Mr. Lloyd is very similar to that which 
takes place in my office in regard to the political accounts. 

44. So that the commercial accounts in India are not included 
in your department ? — They are not. 

45. They are made up in India, and not in T^ondon ? — Not in 
London. 

46. Are the salt and opium accounts included in your depart- 
ment ? — They arc. 

47. You consider them purely revenue accounts, and not 
commercial ?— Clearly revenue accounts 

48. Have the goodness to state how the salt comes into the 
possession of the East-lndia Company'? — The Committee will 
be pleased to understand mine is merely a department of ac- 
count. 

49. In page 6 of the accounts before the Committee, it ap- 
pears that in the year 1826-7 the profits of the Government 
Bank* are brought in under the head of Mint; arc the profits of 
the Bank generally brought in .under the head of Mint, or is 
that the only year in which they have been so introduced ?— 
1 bdievc that is the onlj year in which there arc any profits 
from the Government Bank at Madras, and it is only at Madras 
that there is purely a Government Bank : those profits had ac- 
cumulated for, .a, I long course of years, without being brought to 
account, and there was an adjnst.ncnt in that year. 1 was not 
r.ware, until the honourabj!;: Member pointed it out, that this 
item w^as stated in the ’'j^counts signed “ William Leach,” under 
the head of Mint. 

50. Can you inform the Committee in what manner the salt 
and opi^m come into the possession of, the Company’s authori- 

India?— I have not in my department the ckjpuments- 
^ jyhicij would futnish the information. 

'fsk With regard to the salt and opium, can you inform tho- 
Cqrfrifiti^ whether, under the head of Revenue, as that in- 
clud%^«tiie gross amount, you take the repayment of advances 
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of the year previous which is put togethy with the charges 15 Feb 1830. 
under the same head ? - It is a cash transamion ; and these ac- y, 

counts show in one year what has been rec^ved in that year and ' 

what has been spent and advanced in tli^ year. 

52. Under tbe head ,of Revenue you have separately that re- 
ceived as revenue for the salt and opium, also that received in 
repayment of advances made in the preceding year ? — What is 
termed advances is money issued to the manufacturer for the 
purchase of the article, and not intended to be repaid ; it is an 
advance to him on account of his contract. 

53. The Committee are not to understand, then, that if you 
deduct the smaller from the larger sum, that which remains is 
the exact profit of that year ? — No, not of that year. 

54. It may be taken running from year to year, as showing 
the net balance ?— Yes. 

55. What is comprehended under the head of Marine Reve- 

nue ? — There arc river dues, moorings and pilotage, and light- 
house dues also. • 

56. Will you state in what manner the military stores, which 
strictly belong to the political department, which arc purchased 
in England and sent out, Sre brought into the accounts ?— They 
arc included among the territorial charges paid in England. 

57. ^Thcy do not enter into this account at all.— Certainly 
not. 

58. Does the revcnfle of the Mini include seignorage, or 
from what docs that arise ?— There is a duty upon coinage ; 

1 presume a seignorage. 

59. Are you aware whether any alteration has been made 
since thg report of the Committee in 1810, in which the state- 
ment of the Mint regulations is contained ? — I am lu^awaje of 
any alteration ; the business connectea with the Mmt is in a 

^separate department. • 

60. Can the Committee obtain an account of the items fvoin 
«whfbh this revenue arises ? — Undoubtedly. 

61. In the money coined at the Mint on account of the 

Company, is that charge for seignorage included ? — I am not 
able to answer that question without referring to the /letailcd 
accounts. ^ • • 

62. Docs that remain as stated in Report of 1810? - 1 

believe it does ; but 1 must take the libci -iy of rcfcf ring the 
CommKtee tq the department in which the business of the 
Mint is transited. \ 

63. C^irf^you state whether the sum credited ineachVear 
as profit to the Mint is net pro6t, or whether there is a chpgc > 

^ tn^feset against it? — There is a large charge on tlie opp^si*^ 
of the account. r 

641, Is the East-India Company, in its commerciaf^^,?ty,' 
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15 Fub 1830. charged with a sci^orage for the money joined at the India 

mints?— I apprcli^d that the Company* in its commercial 

J. C. RIelviU, capacity, has no mo\^ coined at the India mints ; in its terri- 
torial capacity it has. 

65. Is there any seignorage charged in this account of 

receipts ibr mon^ coined for the Company generally?—! am 
not aware; but die honourah^Cominittee may be furnished 
with the accounts 

66. Arc you aware that any portion of the revenues of Bengal 
are received in kind? — No, I apprehend not- 

WILLTAM LEACH* Esq.* Accountant to the Board of Com- 
missioners for the Affairs of India, called in, and examined. 

n^m. Ltath, 67. Will you look at that paper that you have in your hand, 
E^(j, page 4, under the head of Benares, and state whether you con- 
ceive the sums in that column of land revenue, stamps, and 
every other kind of income received in Benares, are included ? 
—This account has been made up from the accounts presented 
to Patliament every year, and I suppose it to include all tliose 
items. Mr. Melvill, being present, can of course speak to the 
, fact. ^ 

jr. c. MctvtU, 68. (Mr. McIvilL) Do you, in the accounts that jou make 

i;vy. 

^up for Parliament, include Benares separately? — Yes, I do; 
and that includes all the heads. 

Wm l^cndh 69, (To Mr. Leach.) Have the goodness to stale at what 
i *</. exchange you have converted all the rupees into pounds in the 
Table you have laid b^urc the Committee ? — At the exchange 
used in the i^irliamentary accounts; 26. the current rupee. 

70. Are all the accounts of Bengal kept in current rupees, 
or siccas ? — Tliey are kept in siccas. The difference between 
the I’urrcnt and sicca is 16 per cent. ; the sicca rupee is 1 6 per 
cent, betfer than the current ; that is the rate at which the 

^ sterling value shewn in the ac(?ounts before Parliament is calcw-^ 
latcd. 

71. In what rupee arc the whole of those accounts of^tlnih- 
revenue kept at Calcutta ?— In sicca rupees. 

72. At wlijit^rate do* you convert the sicca rupee into cur- 
rent ?— ;^y" taking the sicca at 16 per cent, better than the 

•curreiA rupee at 2s. ^ wh'^h makes ^ 3r/. and •jll^'^ths for the 
sicca rupee. ^ j • 

73. T^c proces^you adopt is first to convert the sicca into 
current rupees, and then the current rupees into pounds ster- 
ling, a^the exchange of ^5. the current rupee? — Exactly so. 

‘ Is the exchange you have taken the comlt^rcial ex- 

, • ,chaige ? — No > it is the exchange th*at has been in tfe.' in the 

\cclunts before Parliament for a very long scries of years. ’ 

). C Mi hill,, How do you consider this rate of coii^ 

vet'js. < iSjr be, as compared with the intrinsic value of the sicca 



/. C. MelvUU 
Etq^ 
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rupee? — Do the Oommiftee mean, that in computing the in- 15 Feb. 1830. 
trinsic value, 1 am to refer to the standara'price of silver at the 
English Mint ? ‘ ' 

76. Yes.-*Taking the price of silver at the Minl sUtidard in 

England, of 5^. 2d. per ounce, the intrinsic value of the sicca 
rupee is about 2s, 0^^. ; and by the process'* this 

account, as explained bv Mr. Leach, the si pca is made 
to be worth nearly 2s, 4d. 

77. Are you aware that the present rate^c^hnip^tilG ex- 
change is only Is, lid. per sicca rupee ? — Yes^Haf^^ a bill of 
exchange in India upon London. 
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78. Have the goodness to state the intrinsic value of the 
Madras and Bombay rupee ? — Tlie Madras accounts, as ren- 
dered to Parliament, are stated in India in rupees ; those rupees 
arc, in this country, converted into pi^odas, at the rate of three 
and a half rupees for one pagoda ; and then the pagoda is con- 
verted into sterling, at 8^. the pagoda ; and at that ra^e the 
Madras rupee is made to be worth 2s, Sd, and 'j^AAkth parts* 
At the Mint price of silver in England the value of the Madras 
rupee would be only l.$. hid. and Tl^trlh parts. The Bombay 
accounts are stated in India in rupees ; and the rupees in 
England are converted at the rate of 2s, 3d, each ; the intrinsic ' 
value is 1^. 1 Id. and fiarts. 


79. How are the revepue and’other accounts kept at Madras ? 
— In Madras rupees, since the year 1819, when the currency 
was changed to rupees from pagodas, in which latter coin the 
accounts were previously kept. 


80. Is the rupee, since 1819, of the value you have stated, 

of 2s. 3d.* and parts ? — That is the value assumed onjy in 

our English view of the accounts ; the i^al value is 1^1 Id.* and 
•ii§^)lh parts. 

81. In what manner are the account^ kept at Bombay ?-^In « 

^^ppCes. 

82. Those rupees are converted at whal ? — At 2s. 3d. 

83. What is the intrinsic value? — The same isrin^the former 

case, assuming the price of silver in England to be bsr>^, an 
ounce. . * ^ 

84. How are they kept at Benares ? — Ylvjy are kept in Fur- 

ruckabad rupees, and they are converted at the presidency 
into sicca rupees, at four and a half*per cent, worse t?ian the 
sicca, which L about the intrinsic difference. ^ . 


85. In ^ what coin are die accounts of the ceded provineVof 
Oud 0 ''i(:ept? — In the Furruckabad rupees. I rather think tha^ 
* iir the whole of the Bengal territories there are onk 
i^criptions of coin used in the accounts, the Furructid^^T^l^ 
the sicca rupees. ^ ** 


c 
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86. In wliat man^r are the acceqnls of the conquered pro- 
vinces kept ? — In Fi^ruckabad rupees. 

87. In what manntc arc tlie accounts of Prince of Wales' 

Island kept ? — In sonaut rupees ; they .were formerly kept in " 
dollars. . . 

88. Are the Committee to /understand that in using the 
term intrinsic value, you are obliged to iuakc use of the rule of 
the English Mint f'or the relation between gold and silver ? — 

I took the liberty of asking wdiether I was to adopt that standard 
in giving my answers, and I have done so. 


89. Is not that rule arbitrary ? — I apprehend it is. 


90. What would be the average difFcrence in the computa- 
tion between the real and the supposed value ? — About 12 per 
cent, as far as respects Bengal ; but if the Committee take the 
average of the differences applicable to all the presidencies, 
about 15 per cent. 

91. <, You have stated two sums as being included in the land 
revenue ; are there any other sunis included under the head of 
land revenue, or is the Conuiiittee to understand that the wliole 
of the remainder is really land reviPmie? — The land revenue 
merely comprehends two great heads of account, the land 

• revenue, and the sayer and abkarrie ; the saycr is still preserved 
in the accounts. 


92. Under the head of Charges under the Bengal government, 
how many heads of accounts are there ? — Tlicre are the, same 
heads of account as there are on the receipt side, and there 
are some additional ; there are the military charges under a 
separate head. 

93. Does the head called Civil come under the general de- 
partlnen!^ - Yes, it docs«. 

94. In- the charges are the articles of machinery for the Mink 

^ that have been sent out from England included ? — Yes, un- 
doubtedly ; 1 appreheild that they are not included unde^ the 
column referred to, t>ut would come under the head of Teri'??^ 
torial Stores. « 


95. In ljie"^d^lumn of Charges, where £47,426 appear as ex- 
^pendci^’in the year 1826-7, does the machinery come in that 
* account? — No, certain! ^^ot under that coljinin. 

96. \^ill the fylght and insurance, and all the expenses 
attending them, come under the head of Buildings and Forti- 
ficati^s ? — If the Comidittee refer to the expedses which have 
beec^ncurred in building the new Mint, unddubtedly under 
tbtfbead of Buildings; but if they»refer to the ^x^nse of 

"^nachinery, that will come under the Territorial Chargn^paid 
England, which will include the freight and all the expends.* 

Xfi the Committee to understand that, under the head 
[ildings and Fortifications, there is no distinction drawn 
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between military bufldings iind civil buildims P— *The accounts 15 Feb. le.'iO: 
distinguish the military from the civil buildings. /T^T 

98. Under this head of Mint, dfiAT.OOQj "what is included ? — ’ Esq!^* 

The whole- expense of the establishment, salaries, and loss on 

refining and melting, and charges of that description. 

99. All the Europfe$A arid native servants employed in the 

Mint aie there included*? — Yes.' ^ • 

100. There appears to be a great increase in the charges of' ‘ 
the Mint during the latter years of this account aa compared 
with the former ; can you give a reason for that increase ? — 

1 apprehend there has been a great increase of business in the 
latter years in the Mint. 

101. The next item is the Post-office, where there is an 
increase of £50,000 ? — I would explain, with reference to that 
increase, that it principally arose from a transfer from the 
charges of Political residents to the head of “ Post-office,'* of 
the expense of what is called the Political dawks. 

102. Do you know whether the Company is charged postage 
in its commercial department in this account? — 1 am not aware. 

lO.S. The third coliiinn^s Civil Charges; will you have the 
goodness to explain them. They appear in 1809-10 to be 
j^00,740, and in the year 1826-7 they appear to be * 

£l,32i;824<. Explain under what head the several sums in- 
cluded under this word civil ” come — One of the principal 
items is the whole of the charge of the political residences and 
embassies to native courts. Another principal item is the whole 
of the expense of public offices and establishments at the pre- 
sidency, including the salaries of the Governor-General, and 
the Members of Council. Another principal head of expense 
is the Nizamut stipends, and other all#wanccs, whiob we^are 
bound by treaty to pay. There another principal head, the 
Pfoviucial Battalions. 

104. Is the police of Calcutta included? — All the provindial 
*dtid Calcutta battalions are included. ^ 

105. Are the irregular cavalry included in that ? — No. 

106. Are the expenses attending the journiJE^ of, the Com- 
mander-in-chief and the Govemor-Gipneral included in fl^s ? — ^ 

They are included* in another head charges, the Durbar 
charges, which is also comprehended ^tt «,these civil charges, 
which likewise include subsidy to the king of Persia. 

107. Does that include embassies sent from the othei presi- 
dencies as well as from Calcutta ? — ^Yes, all the political resi- 
dencies are comprised i/l the Bengal accountj, and all the 
embassies. 

'l08. No part of the charges connected with the coUeot* 
the revenue are here included ?— The revenue chargea are • 
included in .the civH charges. • 
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15 Feb. 1830. 109 , Under wha| head does the expanse of the College 

c^dviU ?— That comes also under the civil charges. The contri- 

^ Esq^ * butions to public institutions are all included. 

IID. In reference to the column of Land Revenue, can yoo 
give the information whether that is a revenue collected in 
mone^ or collected in kind ? — In moneys. There is no revenue 
paid in kind in Bengal. 

111. The stamps appear to have been in 1809-10, £9,555; 
and in the year 1826-7, £67,766. What kind of stamps, or 
what items, are comprehended under that Salaries and esta- 
blishment, and paper and all incidental expenses. 

112. Does that include any thing for the machinery used in 
stamping ? — No, I apprehend not. 

113. Are you aware that the charge upon the stamps amounts 
to full 30 per cent. ? — I recollect some alteration in the mode of 
keeping the stamp accounts ; and 1 believe that a portion of 
that charge is an allowance in commutation of fees formerly 
leviecl on the institution of suits. There was an account to that 
effect laid before Parliament some time ago, and that account 
may be continued. I believe the charge of collection of stamp 
duties to be about 15 per cent. 

114f. Would it be practicable to furnish an account of the 
expense of the per-centage of collecting all the revenue in 
detail ? — Clearly so. 

115. Can you account for the very great increase of the 
revenue on stamps for the last three years of this account ? — 
There has been an extension of stamp duty to Calcutta. 

J16. Can you account why in the year 1826-7 the receipt 
was £219,607, and the estimated receipt for 1827-8 is £254,435, 
being a (’Ifference of about £30,000 ? — I suppose that to have 
been in consequence of the new system having been only .in 
, partial operation in the year 1826-7, and it being supjfosed it 
would come into complete operation in 1827-8. c ^ 

117. Under whatihead are the charges for collecting the 
land revenue ? — Under the head of Revenue. 

118. Is •that' exclusively the rharge of land revenue, or does 
^ it inejode charges on any .other revenue ? — It includes other 

sums that would not properly considered the expenses of 
collecting the revjnilte ; many stipends to rajahs and other 
persons.' « 

1 1^ There is only one class of stipends included under 
civil 3^— Only the Nizamut. * 

, 120. Can jpu give any reason td the Committee* for the 
^ncrcase of charge upon the collection of the revenue/ being 
hwmj 809-10 to 1826-7, in the proportion of nearly one-thiM, 
the^mcrease of revenue collected being only about in the 
pftpiTrtidn of one-ninth ?— A good deal of the increase has 



SELECT COMMITTEE OF TKs HOUa!^^^|)F COMMONS. 13 


been caused by nevr territory, which . has lately come into the 
Company’s possession ; undoubtedly the charge of collecting 
revenue on new territory is greater thai^ on old territory ; but 
without examining the deUiils I cannot state farther. 


15 Feb. 1830. 

/. C: MdviUf 
Esq, 


121. You were understood to state, that under the head the 
Committee are now considering, the Benares and the Ceded and 
Conquered Provinces were not included, that they had all their 
separate heads in another account ? — 1 understood the Com- 
mittee to refer only to charges of collecting on the old territory, 
respecting which it is impossible to eifplain the cause of the 
increase without looking into the particidars of .the account. 


122. What items are contained within the column “ Supreme 
Court and Law,” £56,917 in the year 1809-10, and £54,239 in 
the year 1826-7 ? — The charge of the King’s Courts. 

123. Docs it include all payments of every kind ; pensions, 
if there are any, connected with the Supreme Court ? — Yes, 
it does ; excepting only such portions as arc paid in Eng^ind. 

124. And there is no charge on account of the Supreme 
Court in any other department? — No, there is not, with the 
before-mentioned exceptions. 

125. Does it include payments made in England?— No; ^ 
they are brought into account at home, and charged in that 
shape to India. 

126. The next is the head of Sudder and Zillah Courts ; does 
that include the expense within Bengal, Bchar, and Orissa, or 
any other district? — It includes only Bengal, Bchar, and 
Orissa, as far as 1 can judge from reference to the account at 
the moment. 

1 27. It is observable in the accounts as they stan^ thaj: on 
|he Revenue side and on the chaige side tfte revenue and charge of 
the Ceded Provinces and Conquei^d Provinces are given in gross ; 
can accounts in detail be given of both tly>se ? — Yes, clearly.^ 

^ 1 * 128. Can you account at all for the expense of the collec- 
tion of the duties of customs having increased so prodigiously ; 
it appearing that in 1809-10 it was £?0 per c^^., whereas in 
1826-7 it was £20 per cent. ? — have no doubt it is «usceptible 
of explanation, but I have not tho materials at presWit be-« 
fore me. • 

129. Can you furnish the Committee with an account of the 
outstanding arrears and balances of the land revenue at the time 
of making up the account ? — Yes, cerfainly. 

130. Can you inform the Committee whether the Customs” 

include the charges of cuStoms on goods importer) on account of 
the East-India Company into Calcutta? — Yes, undoubtedly. 
The Company, in its commercial character, pays »the 
duties upon imports and exports as are charged to iodiyiB^al * 
merchants. * 
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15 Feb. 1830. 131. Do their &t(\res pay duty? — Not their political or mili- 

J cUFl ill stores ; all Company *s merchandize pays a duty. 

JisQ, ^ 132. Arc all the diarges upon the entrance of articles of 

consumption into Calcutta included under the head of this 
charge of Customs ? — Yes, they are. 

133. Are the Company’s salt and other things, when im- 
ported into Calcutta, entered ? — Yes. 

134. 'The next head is Revenue will you state what are 
the items that come under the charges of revenue ? — The 
charges of collecting the revenue, including the salaries of the 
members of the Boards of Revenue ; the charges of the Collectors 
in the various districts; there are also charges denominated 
Pulbundy charges ; there is the charge of Revenue surveys ; I 
am not aware at this moment of any other except pensions. 

135. Are the expenses of those that are sent to assist the 
collectors included ? — In the charges of the collectors are in- 
cluded the cost of their establishments, as well as their own 
allowances. 

136. With the Subrundy corps?— No, they are not included 
in the revenue charges ; which, however, comprise pensions of a 
very considerable amount chargeable on the revenue, being 

^ stipends to natives, 

137. Are there any charges on account of education Here?— 
No ; the pensions are a^very material item. 

138. Is there any expense attending the abkarrie or license 
system ?— There is a charge for collecting. 

139. Under the next column of “ Charges of Ceded Pro- 

vinces,” what is included ? — The charge for collecting the land 
reve%iue„>ind other re^ipts, from the new territory on the 
Nerbuddah. ^ % 

^ 140. Under the head of Military Charges there is the aVnount 

of\hree millions and a^ialf in 1809, and 6ve millions and ojialf « 
in 1826 ; arc those (confined entirely to the pay of the militar^ 
or what is included ?— ^All military expenses of every descrip- 
tion ; all war*Jkarges ; the charge of stores bought in India, but 
not that of* stores purchased in England. 

^ 141. Do fortihcations^uilt come under tlvit head No; 

142. Have you tlfe means of distinguishing the ordinary from 
the extraordinary military expenses, and of separating Hhe ex- 
penses which have been incurred in the wars which have taken 
place in the period of those accounts, from the ordinary ex- 
penses of the military establishment ? -«ln a considerable degree ; 
>jl)ut I should fehr not altogether. 

1^. What comes under the head of “ Marine Charges ?’ — ‘ 

^Tlj^whole of the Master Attendant’s establishment, and the 
of the Pilot’s establishment. 
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144. A re- all buildings connected with the marine included 15 Feb. 1630. 
here ? — The buildings are altogether a separate head. 

145. The only other item is “ Interest on Debts does that 
include all debts payable with interest All interest that is 
payable on the Indian debt, whether that interest be payable 
in India or in England* 


146. 'N^Miat change l>as there been in the rate of interest paid 
in India ? — In 1809 it was ^ight per cent.; in 1814, six per cent. ; 
and in 18!^c8, it is five per cent. ; that is the average rate. 


147. By whose authority would- it be that the increase of 
debt upon the territorial revenues accrued would be transferred ; 
for instance, supposing there was a defalcation on the general 
account to a considerable amount, in any given year, would it 
be by the authority solely of the Company themselves that 
they would transfer that as a debt to the territorial revenue ? — 
The plan for the separation of the accounts has been framed in 
obedience to a Parliamentary enactment, and has been approved 
by the Board of Conimissionors for the Affairs of India, and has 
been laid before Parliament. I refer to the last Charter Act. 


By that Act the Home expenses were divided, and instructions 
were given to the several iVesidencies, who framed the accounts 
on the same principle ; and those have been approved by the 
Commissioners under that Act. 


148. In your opinion, docs that separation, which is directed 
by Act of Parliament, give a fair means of really judging of 
the result of the Company’s trading as fkierchants? — With one 
important exception. The plan provides that the rates of ex- 
change which have been to-day mentioned, with reference to 
the territorial accounts, shall be observed In that separation ; 
and the eQect of observing those rates is, that the Commerce 

E ays very largely, and the Territory g^s very la^ge^y. Ver- 
aps I ought to explain to the Committee, that the operation is 
simply .this : the Commerce disbiA'ses in England for the Terri- 
tory, in military pay and allowances to doing’s and Company s 
in England, in the purchase of political stores, and m 
various territorial charges, amounting, on an average, to about 
three millions sterling annually. The Act of parliament pro- 
vides that the Territory shall isjue in India, for the purposes of 
commerce, an equivalent to the si«ms so issued in England ; ^ 
and the plan of separation directs that .^he Commerce shall be 
repaid its Issues made in England, at theVates which have been 
mentioned. • 

149. Has any estimate been made bf the extent of the in- 
jury that the Company suffer in their commercial capacity under 
that arrangement ? — I belteve it has ; Mr. Lloyd has, I believe, 
prepared such an estimate. * 

150. (2b Mr. Lloyd .) — Can you fumkh the Committee with T. G. Lioydy 
an estimate which you consider to be correct, of what tjie Com- • 

pany suffer in their commercial capacity under that regulation 

• « 
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15 Feb. 1830. with respect to the exchange ?— Yes, I xan, up to the year 


1829. 


T. G. Uoyd, 
Esq. 


151. Do you consider that, with the exception of that cir- 
cumstance which you ^have mentioned, tlie separation between 
the political and commercial character of the Company is fairly 
stated in the accounts ?— With that exception, I am certainly 
of that opinion. 


152. And that If they -were different interests, one acting as 
sovereigns, and the other acting as merchants, the accounts 
would show clearly what has been the result in the one capacity 
and the other ? — ^Exactly so. 

153. Would you be able to produce an account upon any par- 
ticular investment from India to England, and also from India 
to China, stating the amount at which that investment was laid 
in, and the actual receipts obtained upon that investment ?— 
Yes, 1 have no doubt I could. 


154. Is there any capital belonging to the Company in their 
capacity as a commercial company, with which they trade?— I 
apprehend that their commercial assets constitute their com- 
mercial capital. 

155. There is no disposable capital in the shape of money for 
the purchase of those investments ? — We have disposable money, 
cash being one of the assets. 

156. Is it not the usual custom lo draw on the territorial pos- 
sessions of India for such investmentsi? — Certainly not. 

157. Do any charges of any kind connected with commerce 
for providing the investment appear at all ? — Not in the territo- 
rial ; they are stated in the commercial account. 

158. Are the Committee to understand, that on np occasion 
the^ investments of the Company, as a commercial company, 
have been made through the medium of the territorial revenues 
in India ?— Since the year 1814, when the accounts were ‘di- 
rected by the Act passed in 1813 to be kept under the heads of 
Territorial and Commercial, there has been a running acCou^^t 
between the Territory and Commerce; the commerce has 
paid for every^jhing they have received from India, and there is 
now a balance of upwards of 5^000,000 sterling due from the 
Territ'fry to the Commerce, 

159. Can you give^' ie Committee an account of the trade of 
the Company to India, and the trade of the Company to China; 
the trade of the Company between India and China '^distinct, 
with the result of each description of trade ? — We can. 

160. Up to what period can that b\ furnished ? — As far as re- 
gards the home accounts, up to May 1829 : the foreign accounts, 
as far as the books have been received ; 1 think we have not re- 
ceived the books of 1827-8. 

IGl. If Commerce now stands creditor to Territory 5,000,000 
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and upwards, will 4iot the manner in which the repayment of 15 Fel>. 1330, 

those advances have been valued, as stated before, nearly double 

the amount?^! have no doiibt it will exceed the proportion that ('■ 
the Committee have stated. I think, from sonic papers I have 
been preparing, the additional claim upon the Territory, if I use 
the mercantile rale of exchange in England for bills -upon India, 
would be 7,000,000 sterling in addition to the 5,000,000. 

162. Wlien you talk of commerce do yoif include the China 
trade ? — The China trade is part of our commercial concern, 
certainly. 

163. (To Mr. MelvilL) — Can you inform the Committee of j. r. 
the reason of the extraordinary increase in the department of 

the Marine ; in 1809-10 it was £75,147, and in 1827-8 the esti- 
mate was to the amount of £239,27.3? — Much of the increase 
is attributable to tlie estimate having included charges connected 
w'ith the Burmese war ; and there w'as also bi'ought into the 
estimate the cost of a stcam-vcssel. 

164. Still the increase was much more than doubled jn the 
year previous to the Burmese war ? — Yes ; but 1 think that 
many of the accounts of that expenditure were unadjusted. 

165. ( To Mr, Lloyd.) -Van you state as to the creditors of this r. a . 
large debt of the East-lndia Conipauy, what proportion is held 

in Europe and what in India? — I can furnish the Committee* 
with a statement of a former Accountant-general in Bengal, in 
which he stated the prq|iortioii held by natives and the propor- 
tion held by European residents in Indfa. 

166. Are there accounts at the India-House which will show J, c. yfdoUI^ 
an estimate of the reductions which it is understood are now 

going on in India? — (Mr. MelvilL) — Certain statements have 
been received from India, showing the progress of those reduc- 
tions; and the Court of Directors liav# ordered vcrygextdlisive 
•reductions, which are now in progress ; the nature of those may 
be stated. 


Javis. die FehrvmiL ISSfr.* , 

* % *• 

CHARLES MARJORIBANKS, Es(-- called in and examined * 

167. You arc a servant of the East-lndia Company in their 18 Ftb. 1830. 

China Factory ? — I am. , ^ •7-7 

168. How many years have you bdten in the Company’s ser- ^ 
vice ? — I have been seventeen years in the service of ihe East- 
lndia Company; tlie greater part of that time resident in China. 

169. In that situation you had an opportunity of making 
yourself master of the mode in which the trade betv^ecn China 
and England is conducted ?— I have had opportunities of acquiring . 
information upon this subject. 

D 
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18 Feb. 1830. 170. Is the foreign trade of China Confined to one port alone ? 

— —It is so at present. The Spaniards stilj enjoy the right of trade 
pQi-t of Amoy, ip the province of Fokicn ; but 1 believe 
it to be merely a nominal privilege, inasmuch as they seldom 
avail themselves of it. The foreign trade was in former years 
open to other parts of the empire, to Chusan, Limpo, and the 
island of Formosa, from which ports foreigners were gradually 
excluded by the ehactments and oppressions of the Chinese 
government ; but foreign trade is now entirely confined to the 
port of Canton. 

171. Is that trade carried on by many persons, or under what 
peculiar circumstances is the trade with China carried on ? — The 
legal trade with China, as far as the Chinese is concerned, is 
carried on by a body of men called Hong merchants, at present 
seven in number. 

172. Those Hong merchants, therefore, may be considered as 
enjoying a monopoly of the China trade ? — They enjoy the mo- 
nopoly of the legal trade as it is at present carried on, and are 
the only persons permitted by the Chinese laws and government 
to conduct trade with foreigners. 

173. Do you consider that the present system of carrying on 
^ the trade is advantageous to China ?— 1 conceive very great 

advantages result to China generally from foreign trade. The 
Chinese government has invariably, from the first periods of our 
intercourse with them down to the present period, professed to 
hold it in contempt , but I believe they are well aware that very 
great advantages result to the empire generally from the foreign 
trade. 1 do not believe that any large sum is paid into the Im- 
perial Exchec^uer at Pekin in the shape of government revenue ; 
1 have heard that sum difierently estimated, but I haws seldom 
heard it stated to exceed two millions of dollars from the whole 
foreign trade; 1 have heard it stated upon Chinese authority, 
which is always more or less a questionable authority > but I 
believe great advantages result to the country generally from the 
foreign trade, from the encouragement which it gives to nativ^ 
industry, from the* numerous natives employed in different 
ways in the .i^ ansactions of foreign commerce, and from the 
very fiQjuriShing state of the southern provinces of the empire, 
among which I include the^Fca provinces, which owe their pros- 
perous condition veryA.dterially to the foreign trade. 1 believe 
the appointments of the government offices at Canton are con- 
sidered among3t the best in the empire ; the Chinese themselves^ 
in speaking of an appointment at Canton, call (t quaintly pro- 
moting to Canton, considering it a promotion from most of the 
ther government situations in the empire. It affords to the 
government officers numerous opportunities of realizing fortunes, 
which have not always the means of enjoying, from the in- 
• security of property. 

174. Has any change taken place in the trade within your 
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recollection ? — very considerable changes have taken place ts *•'*'**>• isso. 
in the foreign trade generally. One of the greatest changes ^ . 

which has taken place, and which, in^.my own opinion, will 
sooner or later affect the security of our* trade, is the enormous 
extent of the smuggling trade now carried on in China,. amongst 
the islands in the mouth of the Canton river, to a very great 
extent indeed; so much so, that if the Chinese government had 
the inclination, 1 do not imagine they posseA the means of put- 
ting it down, at least by any marine force which they have. 

That trade has originated very much in the opium trade, which 
used formerly to be carried on at the port of Macao, which was 
then principally in the hands of the Portuguese ; but by their 
enactments, which prevented other foreigners from engaging in 
it except naturalized Portuguese subjects, which enactments 
were principally passed with a view of excluding British mer- 
chants from any participation in its advantages, the opium trade 
was forced to Whampoa, which may be considered the port of 
Canton : there it was met by counteracting prohibitions and ex- 
actions of the Chinese government. It was then compelled to 
seek refuge amongst the islands in the mouth of the Canton river, 
where it is now carried on to a very great extent : indeed, not 
only in opium, but in articles of every description. Great ap- 
prehensions have arisen on the part of the persons connected • 
w'ith the Chinese government, of the deficiencies which are 
likely to arise in their legal duties, as well as in the profits of the 
situations of the Goverivnent officers in Canton, if the trade is 
permitted to increase in the manner in which it shows a disposi- 
tion to do at present. Such is the corrupt nature of the govern- 
ment, that the lower custom-house officers, who are appointed 
to put down smuggling, are frequently the persons by whose 
instrumentality it is carried on. There are other changes which 
have taken place in China during theoperiod of my residence. 

think the condition of British subjects in Cliina, with reference 
fi> their relations with the Chinese government, has very mate- 
rially improved within my recollection, and the Company's tr&de 
in tia has increaeod considerably. ^ 

175. Has the situation of British residents in China been 
improved or otherwise, or the!q^ commercial infefesj promoted 
by the last embassy to Pekin ?-^-I think oiir situation very 
materially improved ; inasmuch as a very favourable impression * 
was made upon tlTe minds of the Chinese government, and 
indeed of the people generally, by the late embassy to Pekin, 
which arose vei^ much out of the princijiles upon ^hich that em- 
bassy was conducted— principles whicli I have always considered 
as the most conducive to *the Company's interests in China — 
namely, great conciliatidh in all intercourse with government, 
but at the same time perfect firmness and decision in all 
material points which involved either the national ^character 
there, or the interests of our commerce ; and our mitiog^l re- * 
putation and commercial interests have ever had a near and 
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18 Feb. 1830. ultimate connection, 1 have always seen in China, that what 
“TT has proved injurious to our national reputation, has had an 
^ ^ equally injurious effect upon our commercial interests : I believe 
it will continue to remain so. I conceive that our character 
has been raised in public estimation in China by the conduct 
of Lord Amherst’s embassy ; and I believe the resistance which 
Lord Amherst made to the requisitions of the Chinese govern- 
ment, which involi^d on the part of the foreigners the most 
humiliating compliances, has raised, at least preserved unim- 
paired, the British character in China. It is in the very nature 
of an arbitrary government to trample on abject submission, 
and to have its appetite increased by the very means which 
are adopted for its gratification. By a subservient course of 
conduct we should only have incurred degradation, without the 
shadow of an equivalent. In former years I am not prepared to 
say it was the case, but since I have known China, the 
representatives of the Company have endeavoured as much as 
possible to proceed in such a manner in their intercourse with 
the government and people of the country, as not to sacrifice 
national character for the acquirement of a temporary ad- 
vantage.. 

176. Do you consider the Company’s representatives in 

• China to possess a superior influence over other foreigners ? — 
Certainly 1 do. 

177. From what cause? — From the great magnitude of their 
trade, as well as from the superior importance which attaches 
to British residents in China, as in most parts of the world. 
A knowledge of the Company’s power and influence in India 
certainly contributes to the influence which their represen- 
tatives possess with the government of China — an influence 
whic'h perhaps increases:^ the jealousy and apprehension of the 
government ; while it does so, it increases their anxiety to 
remain on good terms with us. When I speak of British le- 
sidents, I mean in anyipart of the world I have been in, I have 
generally seen British residents fully more • respected then 
those of any other countries, and I think that enters into the 
causes whiclw*produce the estimation in which we are held in 
China.. ' 

178. What general effect, In your opinion, would be produced 
in China by the opehing of the trade to China generally to 
British Ships? — I consider that every increased number of 
British ships which resort to Canton more than ^s necessary for 
the trade, tend to endanger the security of the -trade. 1 mean 
to say, that every increased resort ofTBritish subjects to Canton, 
by bringing tlv3m more into possible collision with the Chinese 
than they at present are under the existing system, would tend 
to endanger the security of that trade. I think a number of 

* indiyidueds would resort from this country who would enter 
into very active competition with each^ otljer in the markets 
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of Canton, and that that Individual competition would have IB Feb. 1830 ' 
a tendency to induce them to undersell each other in imports, 
and to give higher prices for the productions of China than are 
now given by the East-India Company. As the trade at 
present exists, the Company enter as an individual purchaser 
into the market, and have a very great control in consequence 
over the markets of China, which 1 do not think individuals 
would possess; I think it would be very difficult, in the re- 
stricted limits to which foreigners are generally confined in 
Canton, for British subjects generally to be admitted there ; 

I think it would be found too small for.lheir active competition, 
and that they would not submit to the required restrictions. I 
am of opinion that one of the immediate effects of an open 
trade to China would be to raise the prices of tea in the Canton 
market, which have remained for many years fixed, by the 
power of the Company enabling them to resist any attempts 
which have been made to raise them. 1 think also that the 
opening of the trade would very much endanger its security, 
by the increase which would take place in the foreign Smug- 
gling trade ; and 1 think its general effect would be to lower 
the English character in t]^c estimation of the Chinese. 

179. Have you any means of knowing whether the Chinese 

authorities and the Hong merchants have formed any opinion • 
of the advantage or otherwise to them of an open trade ? — The 
government have at all times objected to innovation of any 
kind ; and they have b^en so long accustomed to the manner 
in which the trade lias been conducted, and to the regular 
system which they have been enabled to establish, that I think 
they would very unwillingly exchange it for any other. I have 
been told by the Chinese with whom 1 have conversed, that 
the officer’s connected with the government, upon hearing ^that 
changes were in contemplation, exprelled themselve# inimical 
1 fe'\__such changes. The Hon^ merchants themselves, at least 
the ivealthier part of them, are decidedly against any change 
which would su^ert the system on whidh the Company’s trade 
is conducted. Howqua, the senior Hong merchant, speaking 
in reference to the subject, amd, he looked with dread and ap- 
prehension at an increased ^inber of BritisTi*shjps ; which 
implies an increased resort 6 i l^ritish subjects at 

Canton. I believe; the Chinese to be perfectly satisfied with * 
the extreme regularity with which the Company’s affairs are 
conducted, as well as with the good faith which is uniformly 
preserved by the Factory in their several transactions. 

180. Do you think thatiany increased consumption of British 
manufactured articles would take place if the trade was more 
open to China than it now is ? — 1 am not disfiosed to thin*k 
so; and my reasons for not thinking so are, that 1 have 
known the Chinese markets of late yeas frequently filled with 
English manufactures upon which prime cost coukT net be 



22 


EVIDENCK ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS; 


18 Feb. 18J0. 

C, Ma-ijiyribanks, 
Esq, 


realized. I have known several investments imported by Ameri- 
cans and others, which have sold at a veiy considerable dis- 
count ; and I know that the Company have for many years, and 
in former times, sustained very great losses indeed upon the 
import trade into China from England. 


181. Will you explain to the Committee the mode in which the 
supercargoes buy and. sell generally for the Company in China ? 
—Our dealings take place directly with the Hong merchants, 
who come to the Factory. We partly hear from them the 
state of the markets geperally, and we ascertain from other 
sources the state of thosfe markets. All the transactions of the 


Company s servants are confined to the Hong merchants. In- 
deed the Company is the only legal trader in relation to the 
Chinese laws at present in China. I mean that all other fo- 
reigners are more or less connected with the illicit trade. 


182. Are measures constantly taken for the increase of the 
consumption of British manufactures in China by the Company ? 
—Since I have been acquainted with China, and on reference 
to the records of the Company, I have found that the subject 
more than any other which the Company’s authorities in this 
country have urged on their servantr in China has been, that 
they should use every endeavour to extend the consumption of 
« British manufactures in China. 1 believe that anxiety has not 
been found wanting on the part of the Company’s representa- 
tives in China, both from a wish to maintain credit in the esti- 


mation of their employers, as well as from a desire to promote 
the general interests of British manufacturers. If selfish in- 
terests can be supposed to enter into the arrangement at all, of 
course our commissions would increase with increasing extent of 
sale. The greater the sale the greater our profits. But 1 be- 
lieve the anxiety of the Factory to promote the consumption of 
Britfsh nVanufactures in^ China originates in superior motives to 
any arising out of mere selfish« considerations. ^ ‘ 

183. What do you consider the impediments to a great ex- 
tension of trade ? — The limits which the Chinree have set to tljte 
foreign trade ; their confining it to one remote corner of one of 
the southern provinces wf the env’^ire. The articles which we 
import intQ China are carried t'^‘4he northern provinces through 
the intf?rior of the country. ^ Thfb Chinese have every facility of 
internal intercourse by navigable rivers and canals ; but such a 
system is to a certain extent expensive. 1 conceive, also, the 
Chinese to have arrived at a very great perfection in tUeir own 
manufactures, some of which are superior to our own, and existed 
many hundred years before we manufactured ^t all : perhaps 
their manufactures have not advanced in excellence for many 
hundred years.* 


184. What articles are imported into China in the shape of 
raw* materials in the ships of the Company generally, a^ by 
private persons, from Indus ?— The great import of raw materiiu 
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into China in the ships of the Company from India is cotton 18 Fob. 1830. 
from the presidencies of Bombay and Bengal, and a small por- 
tion from Madras ; there are pepper and betel-nut, and rattans, C.Mat^tribanh, 
and articles of that description, which the Company of later 
years have left entirely to their officers, and is a part of the 
trade carried on by country ships. The country trade .now in 
China forms, I conceive, a very important branch of th^ British 
trade, both from its extent, and from the profits which, arise to 
the persons engaged in it. It is a trade which, 1 believe, the 
Company’s authorities in China have shewn every disposition to 
give every assistance to. They never) considered that com- 
merce at variance with that of the Company. 

185. Generally speaking, have the Company's representatives 
encouraged to the utmost the import of the raw material?— Yes, 
they have done all in their power to promote it. 

186. Will you explain to the Committee the mode in which 
the teas are bought for the Company, and how they are ex- 
amined as to their quality, and their prices arranged P-^The 
most considerable portion of the Company’s tea investment is 
contracted for by the Company with the Hong merchants, in 
the season previously to tfiat in which the teas arc delivered to 
them. The Hong merchants enter into engagements with the tea 
merchants, and make to them advances upon those contracts. 

The tea when it is brought to Canton is submitted to the in- 
spection of the Compan 34 ’s inspectors there, and indeed is sub- 
jected to every scrutiny which is supj5osed to be desirable to 
ascertain its quality. The Company have, I believe 1 may say, 
every leaf of black tea at their option ; I mean every parcel of 
black tea of any value is first offered to the Company, and is 
submittcd«to their inspection previously to its reception. 

187. Have they an equal advantage iif respect to gr^n teas ? 

' VKf experience competition with the Americans in respect to 

some of the classes of green teas, and they frequently give 
higher prices for ^ose green teas than tffe Company’s standard 
prices. The teaTrokers themselves, I mcap the green tea mer- 
chants, who deliver their tet^ to the aHong merchants, are a 
body of men consisting very nefc»;^ of 400. Tlfey are men of 
very small capital indeed ; the sud^i^ces arc very mu A n^de to 
them from merchants in Canton. Those persons always show * 
a greater wish to deal with the Company than ivith individual 
merchants, from the obvious reason that they consider them a 
more secure and regular customer, a better custoitier and a bet- 
ter paymaster. • 

188. The large amount, therefore, of the Company’s trade, 
gives to their agents in China great influence ^ith the Hong 
merchants?— Unquestionably, and with all the government au- 
thorities in any way connected with the foreign trade. 

189. Has not this influence been very beneficial to tfic tCdiolc 
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18 Feb. 1830. foreign trade of tlie port?— J coi^ire the Company’s trade to 
"7T . be very beneficial to the tbreign trade generally. It has formed 
CMarjwJbanks, breakwater to that trade; Laving prevented innova- 

tions of the Chinese govemmcnt» which they are always suffi- 
ciently disposed to make upon SHch privileges as we possess ; 
and having prevented several attempts which have been made 
to raise the prices of teas, and to levy exactions upon the trade. 
In some instanced, though tlie tra^e in China, as far as regards 
the Chinese, is a monopoly at present, yet the government has 
endeavoured to make it a still closer monopoly, what they call 
a Co-Hong, which was Ho consist of two or three merchants. 
The prices of iAiports and exports were to be fixed by the Chi- 
nese government, and that those Chinese merchants were merely 
to be the agents of the government. This, upon one occasion, 
was not only attempted by the local government at Canton, but 
it was confirmed by an imperial edict from Pekin, directing it to 
take place. The Company saw the danger which would arise 
from so closely restricted a system, and that we should be in the 
hands of the despots of the country, very much in the same 
way as we are in those of the Siamese and the Cochin-Chinese, 
when we attempt to trade with them st present, and they resisted 
that innovation. I'he Company’s power and influence in China, 

, and their being able to make great pecuniary sacrifices in conse- 
quence of delays which took place, enabled them to become suc- 
cessful, and to prevent that attempt of the Canton government to 
make it a perfectly close and restricted government monopoly, 
though it was sanctioned by the Emperor’s commands from Pekin. 
I conceive that was one very important occasion on which the 
Company have prevented, by their power and influence, an 
innovation upon trade, which must have proved destructive 
of profits, not only to themselves, but to the foreign trade 
generally. ’ 

V 

190. When did that take' place? — 1814 was the year in 
which the discussions^ commenced ; and thc^ previous year the 

measure had been taken by the government. • 

• - 

191. You stated that the Company resisted; in what w^ay 
was the resistance evinced ?-p,'!lTiis attempt to establish a Co- 
Hongjias been made on ly^^eithan on one occasion; but the 

- occasion to which I particularly allude wa| during my own re- 
sidence in the country, in 1814, wdien an attempt was made to 
break the junior Hong merchants, and sundry other attempts 
which I need' not detail, because they are uporj the Company’s 
records, to destroy the advantages we had in our commerce 
with China. The Select Committed then came to the determi- 
nation of stqpping the trade, and* intimated to the Chinese 
government that, under such circumstances, all amicable rela- 
tions between the two countries must terminate. This gave rlse^ 
to discyssions, which continued for several months, involving 
great losses to individuals, and very considerable inconvenience 
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and loss to the Company « but the result was eminently sue- 18 Feb. 1830. 

cessful. The junior Hong raercliantV remained as they were, ^ 

and the Imperial edict was not carried In Jo effect. I conceive 

that the Company have been gbnerally useful to foreigners, in . 

gradually doing away a number of exactions. When our ships ' 

first went to China they were 'competed to submit to numerous 

inconveniences. The guns were taken out of the ships, the 

rudders unhung, and they were placed entirely in subjection to 

the Chinese government; and it* was in consequence of the 

opposition to those exactions that the gos’ernment were induced 

td'do away with them. Upon all those occasions, I think, when 

the Company have fought their own battle, they have at the 

same time fought the battle of the trade in general. 

192. Have not tlie supercargoes occasion frequently to 
address the Viceroy or other authorities upon subjects con- 
nected with the British trade ? — Frequently ; though of late 
years, perhaps, they have been more infrequent, because their 
situation with reference to the government has been muclf im- 
proved. Of late years we have been left much more unmo- 
lested than I recollect the trade to have been in 181$, and years 
immediately following. 

193. In what language are petitions allowed to be pre- 
sented ? — It has been a regulation, as applicable to foreign trade, 
established by the Chinese government, that all addresses to 
them should be written in^he European cjiaractcr. That regu- 
lation was made by the government, from a wish to place what 
construction they pleased upon the addresses which were made 
to them. In former years that was the case, and at present it 
exists in every case, except in that of the Company. The Com- 
pany’s repi^sentatives are the only persons in China who pos- 
sess the right, a right acknowledged by the government,* of 
‘^/^Iressing them in the language p.& China. 

194. Is there a knowledge of the Chinese language among 
the^mmbers of tli^^»-?aetory ? — Very man^ of the members of 
the Tactory speak the langitec of China. • Every encourage- 
ment has been given to them acquire « knowledge of it by 
the Company, in holding forward prospects of cerfkhi [pecuniary 
rewards, as well as of approbatuAi their conduct. In addi- 
tion, some men possess anxiety for literary reputation ; but I * 
conceive a knowledge of the peculiar language of Cliina to have 
been more materially promoted by Dr. Morrison than by any 
other individual «vhom 1 have ever known in Chiba. He has 
been interpreter in the Comfiany’s employ now for upwards of 
twenty years ; and the great knowledge he has acquired of the 
Chinese language has enabled him to be eminently successful, • 
not only on the occasion of the last embassy to Pekin, but on 
numerous others, which are almost daily occurring \^ith the 
Chinese. He speaks the language almost as fluently as jie ^es 
English. I believe one of the largest sums which has ever been 
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18 Feb. 1830. expended upon the publication of a voHc, has been by the 
-7-7 Company, in the publication of Dr. Morrison’s Chinese Dic- 

C.Mnf^iribnnkSf jjQnary, which eminently facilitates the acquisition of the lan- 
guage. I think the expense of the* Company in that work could 
not have been less than £12,000 sterling ; and that dictionary 
is at this moment employed by the Japanese as a medium of 
translation into their own language. The colloquial language 
of Japan is different from the Chinese, but they use the same 
character. 

195. Does Dr. Morrilon still receive a salary from the Com- 
pany ? — He is their interpreter. I mention Dr. Morrison’s name, 
because I think him eminently conspicuous as a Chinese scholar ; 
and I think the advantages which have resulted from his ser- 
vices have been very great indeed. He went out as a mission- 
ary upon his own account at first, with a view to the objects of 
his mission, which I believe have not been very successful. 

196. Are there any foreigners resident in China, as far as you 
knov^, who arc masters of the language ?— There are none of 
the foreign residents in China who possess any knowledge of the 
language, if I except the Portuguese padres at Macao. 1 am 
not acquainted wifli any foreigner at this moment at Canton who 
possesses a knowledge of the language, except persons connected 
with the Factory. The resident merchants certainly have not ; 
it is not their business ; they go there for commercial purposes ; 
and it is a language which requires ali^ost the devotion of a life 
to acquire any useful knowledge of it. 

197. Have you any means of knowing whether the American 

trade in China has increased or decreased of late years ? — Within 
the last two or three years the trade has very materially de- 
creased. I have an abstract of the American imports and ex- 
ports ; it is taken from American sources of information, and 
from this I find in J 825-6 the-vA.mericans liadj^ ships in Chir.r., 
and that the amount of their imports was dolfars, and 

their exports 8,900,000 dollars ; in v^e'^number nf the 
ships was reduced^ to 26, the a^lOunt of their imports was 
3,800,000 dollars, anddieir expo»^s 4,300,000 dollars; in 1827-8 
the number American shi|j>^'1n China was only 20, being less 
by h'ilf than what it harl be^n in 1825-6; in that year the 
amount of their imports was 6,200,000 doOars, and the amount 
of the exports 6,000,000 ; and when 1 left China in December 
1828-9,' there had only arrived in China 12 vessels. I have 
received no later account of the amount of the American trade, 
nor to my knowledge is there any in this country; but this 
exhibits within the last few years a ^ very remarkable falling-off 
in the amount of the American trade to China. 1 may men- 
tion, as con6rmatory of that fact, that Mr. Edward Thompson, 
of Philadelphia, who is the largest ship-owner 1 have known in 
the ..American trade connected with China, who had Hve or six 
vessels in China, in his deposition which was laid, before Con- 
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gress, explanatory of the deficiency in his payment of duties, 18 Feb. 1830. 
stated that he had engaged in the Chinese trade with five or six 
vessels, with a capital of 800,000 dollars, as applicable to that a^onbanks, 
trade, and that he had himself, as an individual trader, paid a 
larger sum to the American government in the shape of duties 
than he believed any other individual ; I think he stated 
14,000,000 of dollars, and at that moment he said he was a 
bankrupt. 1 mention him as being the largest American ship- 
owner I have known as connected with the China trade. The 
result of the information which I have derived from the Ame- 
rican agents themselves resident in China certainly has been un- 
favourable to the profits of their trade generally.* Some of the 
American agents have realized money by dealing in opium and 
by other means, but I believe those that have engaged in com- 
merce between Cliina and the United States, and in later years 
between China and Foreign Europe, have not been at all suc- 
cessful ; in some instances very much the reverse. This estimate 
exhibits a statement of the American tr^ide from 1804-^ till 
1827-8 ; it was copied principally from the book of an American 
resident in Canton, but it was derived entirely from American 
sources, and therefore I imagine it to be correct. 

[The tuitness delivered in the statement y tvhich was ready as 
Jbllows.’] 

ESTIMATE of the Total Amount and Value of the American Exforts 
and Impohtb. 


Seasons. N° of Ships. Imports. Exports. 

Dollars- Dollars. 

1804- 1805 34 .V>5r»,818 3,842,000 

1805- 180(1 42 5,32(i,358 5,127.000 • 

180(1-1807 37 3,877,3()2 4,204,000 

JJ307-18O8....'.*.. 33 - 3,040,090 3,476,000 

1808*- 1809 8 479,850 808,000 

1809-1810.. ..-..7?* 37 5,744,(i00 5,715,000 

mlftO-1811 ff: 2,898,800 2,973,000 

1811- 1812 25^ 3,132,810* 2,771,000 

1812- 1813 8 \ 1,453,000 ^ 620,000 

1813- 1814-1815... 9 7 451,500 *572,000 

1815- 1816 30 I 44527,500 4,2^,00D 

1816- 1817 38 r 5j609,600 5,703,00(f 

1817- 1818 • 39 7,076,828 6,777,000 

1818- 1819 47 9,867,208 9,057,107 

1819- 1820 43 8,185,800 8,173,000 

1820- 1821 26 4,035,000 8,088,000 

1821- 1822......... 45 8,199,741 7,058,741 

1822- 1823 40 8,339,389 7,523,492 

1823- 1824 34 6,315,127 5,677,149 

1824- 1825 43 8,962,045 «, 501,119 

1825- 1826 42 7,776,301 8,949, .562 

1826.1827 26 3,843,717 4,363,V88 

1827.1828 20 6,238,783 6,559,925 

1 828- 1829 12 vessels only in China on 1 st De(umbt5r. 
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18 Feb. 18:)0. 198. Is it not understood that the s^ior Hong merchant^ 

, Howqua, has embarked in the American trade on his own 

^ *^^£sg, account ? — When I was first acquainted with the trade in 

1813-14, Howqua was very considerably engaged with the 
Americans. At that period, and sonie years subsequently, 1 
believe the American trade to have been very profitable, at the 
period when they were acting as carriers to the world generally,^ 
when British ships were eiu^hided very much from the ports 
of foreign Europe ; but latterly, for several years, he has entirely 
withdrawn from his connection with the Americans, solely upon 
the ground, I believe^ of his having found it very unprofitable. 

I have that information derived from himself, that he found his 
last speculations connected with the Americans not at all 
profitable. 

199. Do you consider that the Americans purchase their teas 
on equally favourable terms with the Company ?— 1 think the 
Company have a de 9 ided advantage in the purchase of teas over 
any other competitor, inasmuch as all the classes of black teas 
are in the first instance submitted to them ; and if they are dis- 
posed to give the same prices for green teas as the Americans, 
1 believe the Chinese would infinitely rather deal with them 
than with the Americans or any other individuals. When the 
Americans give larger prices, of course the Chinese, proceeding 
upon common commercial principles, deliver their teas to them 
when their security of payment is good. 

200. Has the price of teas generally to the Company been 
increased or decreased latterly? — One of the advantages which 
I conceive to have arisen from the Company's system is, that it 
has kept the teas at a fixed price. An attempt was made in 
1819 and 1820, by combinations of the green toa merchants, 
and afterwards of the^^black tea merchants, to raise the prices of 
teas most materially. In thp.case of the green tea merchai.t«, 
it was a very strict combination amongst the individuttis con- 
nected with the tra^.e ; they met top^/b^ and ei^ressed their 
determination to maintain their ^^fices. ^le Company .Vere 
equally obstinate, and were noytiisposed to yield to their terms. 
A considenable delay took p}/^e in the sailing of the Company's 
ships frbm China, and ofytjurse loss to the Company upon "fie- 
muh'age ; but the Company’s possession of capital enabled thein 
to sustain that loss, ana the combination amongst the Chinese 
tea merchants was broken in consecjjQaence, while the Company 
had the po'.vcr of punishment in their own hands. They refused 
to receive the teas, even though of a good quality, from the tea 
merchants who had been the principal persons connected with 

. this combination, and bankruptcy find very serious losses were 
the consequence to those merchants of the rejection of the tea 
by theCompany. The Company eventually succeeded in main- 
taining prices at their former standard. Tliat is one particular 
occasion which I remember where the Company have main- 
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tained the prices of*teas. An occasion occurred in 1825, where 18 Feb. 1830. 
the Company reduced the prices of their contract teas consi* ^ , 

derably, one tale per pecul ; they received the teas at reduced 
prices, by which a saving resulted to th^ Company of £20,000 
sterling per annum. 

201. How much is a. tale and a pecul?-^Six shillings and 
eightpence is the conventional value of a tale ; and a pecul is 
133^ lbs. The real value of the tale is not, however, more than 
6 j. ; I mean if a tale weight of dollars silver were melted down, 
it would not yield more pure silver than that contained in Ha, 

202. Does the American Consul in China possess an efficient 
control over his countrymen there ?— I do not consider at all 
efficient for the good conduct of the trade : indeed he possesses 
very little power beyond having the right of administering an 
oath ; and upon some occasions where hia power has been called 
in question, the Americans have made a very unhappy exhibi- 
tion. Upon an important occasion, which was in 1821, when 
a seaman belonging to one of their ships was accused ofi homi- 
cide, and where, from every inquiry that was made, the man, 

I believe, was entirely innocent of the crime imputed to him, 
the Chinese, as usual, dbmanded that he should be given up. 

The Consul, who was a man of much good feeling, resisted 
that demand ; but his countrymen, and the persons connected * 
with the trade, and the captains of the ships, formed themselves 
into a combination, as it were, * against the Consul, and resisted 
his wishes. The seaman, who was a Sicilian by birth, was sur- 
rendered into the hands of the Chinese. I believe this Associa- 
tion of the Americans so far sheltered themselves under the 
plea that he was not a citizen of the United States, and that 
they weje not compelled to protect him. He was surrendered 
to the Chinese government, strongly |gainst tlie pr^val^ indi- 

^vidual remonstrances of members of tlie British Factory. The 
'6eV\ct committee, as a public 'dbdy, was not called upon to in- 
terfere iivit. The unfortunate man, w^en delivered up to the 
fJWnese, unde.T>Tent a .'^erc sham trial. He scarcely spoke 
English (he was a Sicilian birth) ; nobody but Chinese inter- 
preters were present ; his haid was edvered n'ijth ink, and he 
» ignorantly placed the impressk’^ of it upon a papery wliich was 
a confession of his guilt. It vfas^Kpected, as in othci^^ases o{ 
homicide, the sentence would be referred to the Emperor for 
his sanction : instead of that, the seaman, without any intima- 
tion, was carried to the place of public cxecu^on three days 
afterwards, atid strangled. 1 believe that is a case which has 
tended very much to degrade, the foreign character in China, and 
which may have a very, prejudicial influence upon the foreign 
relations in China. 1 believe the American dharacter, in the 
estimation even of the Chinese, was very considerat»ly lowered 
by that act. By it was in some measure subverted the prece- , 
dent which the British Factory had on several previ6us«simi]ar‘ 
occasions* succeddedf in establishing, by strenuously opposing 
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18 Feb. 1830. the execution of the merciless and indiseriminating laws of 
TT , China. I have known one or two individuals, American mer- 
chants, in Canton, who were persons of great respectability; 
but their general mercantile character in China certainly stands 
very far from high — mean in relation to their commercial 
transactions. 1 ought to state, that the American Consul, who 
had thus proved the inefficiency of his power, was so disgusted 
with the proceedings of his countrymen, that he immediately 
resigned lids situation. « 

203. In the event of the trade being open to British subjects 
generally, do you apprehend that the appointment of H King’s 
Consul will ensure that respectability which is now given to the 
chief supercargo of the Company ? — I conceive that a person pos- 
sessing the power of King’s Consul alone, unless that power was 
backed by some other influence, would not be successful in con- 
trolling his countrymen there, or regulating our intercourse with 
the Chinese. My reason for thinking so is, that the Chinese have 
on all 'Occasions refused to acknowledge any government autho- 
rity whatever, or any King’s officers. Upon occasions where 
officers of his Majesty's ships have been in China, when discus- 
sions have arisen out of their comitig into collision with the 
Chinese, the Company have always requested the Chinese 
government to communicate with the officers of his Majesty’s 
ships, stating as their reason that they possess no authority over 
them. The answer of the Chinese has always been, “ wc ac- 
knowledge no authority in China but the Company’s Factory, 
through whom alone we will communicate.” When an English 
admiral was in China, which took place in 1808 — ^when Admi- 
ral Drury was conducting his ill-concerted expedition, the same 
language was held by the government. In former years ^he Com- 
pany’s Chief did possess^fhe powers of King’s Consul. In 1698, 
indeed, at one time there were two King's Consuls in China,,, 
the representatives of rival £2h>t-lndia Companies. I b/iiUo^e* 
considerable advantage^would arise fro in Con)Aany’s Chief 
in China being vested with the powa!!3’’’'of*^/jr^*s Consul ; ‘.iq^ 
that I think the Chinese would con|(Ser his situation changed, 
but that it woul^l give 'him a moj^ distinct powder, which the 
representatiyesm the East-In^, ^Company really do not possess, > 
,on occa.sions of homicide, or^tfiers, when they are placed in 
situations of very great difficulty indeed, and when they are left 
entirely to proceed upon the principles of common sense ; but 
there are no l^ws made for their protection in China, and no 
sufficient instructions given for their guidance in very embar- 
rassing situations with the Chinese. « I allude io occasions of 
murder and homicide occurring. Even in cases where they be- 
lieve there has been murder, they have not the power of exa- 
mining cvjdence upon oath ; and murder has often to be 
^ proved upon circumstantial evidence ; they cannot, therefore, 

* unless under the certainty of the crime having been committed, 
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surrender an individQal. They are equally required to do so in 
cases ot' homicide by the Chinese government^ whose law is very 
indiscriininating upon that subject; thejr situation, therefore, 
becomes very embarrassing indeed. The Company’s Factory 
have been told that the necessity of submission to the laws of 
the country in which they resided might be pleaded as suffi- 
cient to justify them in pursuing a different course from what 
they have done ; but they have declined sheltering themseives 
under such an unworthy plea of justification. . 

204. Will you be good enough to ^ive the Committee any 
information you possess with reference to the growth of tea in 
the interior ?— The black tea imported by the East-India Com- 
pany is grown and manufactured in the province of Fokicn, 
with the exception of about one-third of that sort called by us 
boliea, which third part is produced in the north-eastern corner 
of the province of Canton, in a district called Wo-Ping, which 
gives its name to the tea in question. The green tea is all 
grown in the province of Kiang-nan, Kiang-si, and Che-Hiang, 
but chicHy in the two former. The tea-plants of all these pro- 
vinces are supposed to be of one species ; the difference in the 
manufactured article arising from difference of soil, climate, and 
manufacture. Green tea has been made in the districts from 
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C^MarjoribankSy 

Eiq, 


whence the black tea comes, and vice versa* Some of the buds * 


of the plant in Fokien are picked in the early part of the spring, 
before they have burst : those form the pekoe tea, the most 
valuable part of the plant ; of which buds a small portion is 
mixed with the best parcels of congo, to give them a flavour. 
Pekoe is also brought to Canton unmixed with other leaves. 
The tea sent to Russia is said to be pekoe, slightly adulterated 
by the mixture of other leaves. In the beginning of May the 
leaves are stripped off the plant ; a ney crop is thei^ thrown 
out, and picked about six weeks afterwards, and a third crop 
J\)9Ut the end of the summer ; the two first pickings are the 
best, and m|arly equal in quality. Thq third crop of leaves 
yigl^ tea of littl<wi,rerigi'. and inferior flavour : hence the best 
crops are composed wholly c^the choice l^ves of the two first 
gatherings, with a small spririi Jing of tlie buds •r.pekoe. The 
. inferior crops contain a larger bl.*^re of the third pickings, and 
none of the pekoe. The black *tea tn Fokien is said to to cul- • 
tivated largely by cottagers in small plots of ground or gardens. 
The leaves are picked by the family, and are immediately car- 
ried to market, where persons, whose business liq^ in that line, 
collect quantities of them, and manufacture them in part, that is, 
expose them to be dried by .the wind under the shade, and after- 
wards to be further dried jn a heated warehouse. The persons 
whom we call tea merchants, and the agents of fte Hong mer- 
chants, come to the tea districts, and purchase from the men be- 
fore-mentioned quantities of the dried leaves of the first, second, 
and third gatherings, discriminating the leaves of young* and old 
plants, of those grcAvn-in well-known favourable spots, &c. &c. 
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16 Feb. 1820. They then complete the drying process, according as it may be 
•7-7 requisite, and employ women and children to select the hard, 

C.Ma^nbanks, igaves, with ^ore or less discriibiiiation, according to 

the object of making very fine, middling, or common tea. The 
tea is made into parcels of from 100 to 600 chests each, with a 
distinctive name to each parcel and conformity of quality, where 
the tea merchant acts honestly ; hence those parcels of tea 
which, under certain Chinese names, have proved in a series of 
years of excellent quality and similar characters, and which are 
greatly sought after at tbe London sales, are not the produce of 
any particular farm, but owe their character to the skill and good 
faith with which the tea merchant or the Hong merchants’ agent 
have executed their commissions in selecting only superior par- 
cels of leaves in the market of Woo-y-shan. Green tea is brought 
from the three provinces above-mentioned. Like the black tea, 
the different classes are formed by selecting the better from the 
inferior leaves after they have been dried ; the light leaves, 
separated by a winnowing machine from the heavier, form 
hyson skins ; much of the skins of twankay are told as hyson 
skins. , Copper is never used in making green tea. The bloom- 
ing appearance of hyson, gunpowdei^ &c. is said to arise from 
the effects of carefully roasting the leaves in iron vases placed 
‘ over a fire, and by rubbing them against the sides of the vessel ; 
in this process with the green teas much skill is requisite ; and 
there is a class of persons who are hired by some of the tea 
merchants to superintend their respedtive manufactories. The 
boheatea is composed partly of the lower grades of the Vu-y- 
shan tea, which has been left unsold after the departure of the 
last ships of the season, and partly of the tea grown in the dis- 
trict of Canton called Wo-Ping. The green tea merchants who 
come annually to Canton are supposed to be very numerous, 
about 4d0, many with** very small adventures ; the black tea 
merchants are fewer in number, but it is believed that there 
not one of either party sufiiciently provided with funds to be 
able to trade on his^own capital. merchant!^ ad- 
vance the tea merchants from to 3,000 tales per chop of 

Congo or twanj^ay, by which ipdans the article is procured ; 
formerly, that is until about or 1815, the East-lndia Com- 
, pany !iad for a long period'^xht^mselves advanced such sums as 
those above stated to the Hong merchants, by whom the 
money was transferred to the tea merchant. The plan was 
abandoned, because partly it was found in a great degree to 
compel an acceptance of the tea provided, v'hether good or 
bad, as the only means of recovering the loan ; and partly 
from a desire to lessen as much as possible the extent of the 
£ast-India Company’s property at risk in China. The richer 
Hong merchants each send a purser or clerk to the black 
tea country to manufacture for them a few chops of tea, 
which usually prove the best of the investment; and they 
assert that these first class teas do rot 'pay them profit in 
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proportion to the Inferior sorts, and that they continue the 18 Feb. 11^30. 
partial manufacture of the former only to satisfy the Company's - 7-7 
earnest demand for them, and in consideration of the larger 
share of business allotted to them. In an open trade these 
motives would not exist. - 

205. Will you inform the Committee of the mode in whidi 
the woollens from this country are disposed of to the Hong 
merchants? — The woollens are disposed of Ito the Hong mer-* 
chants under very favourable circumstances as regards charges, 
inasmuch as what the Hong merchants* call the Consoo charges, 
which arc the charges arising out of the operations connected 
with the expenses of their own Hongs, are not levied upon our 
manufactured woollens at all. They are, in the first instance, 
delivered to the Hong merchants, who have upon all occasions, 
since 1 have been acquainted with them, declared that they sus- 
tained losses upon the Company's woollens, and they only con- 
sented to receive them on consideration of the large purchases 
of tea made by the Company. Through the influence of the 
Hong merchants, the tea merchants are induced to receive a 
considerable portion of those woollens in payment of the teas 
received from them ; and that means, 1 believe, the woollens 
find their way into the interior of the country with greater 
facilities than they could otherwise do. • 

20G. Is there not that confidcn^ce in the Company's mark, that 
a bale of goods so marked will go all over China?— I believe 
that has been proverbial lor many years J and I believe not only 
upon the Company’s mark, but tlie Company’s seal, whenever 
that is affixed, they consider it a pledge of safety and security. 

I may say the same of the word of the Company’s servant passed 
on matters of business ; no written engagements arc required. 

** It is enough if it is in the Company’s bf^ok,” has been ^ic 00 m- 
wion answer of a Hong merchant, when large sums have been 
owing to him, sometimes to theanlountof half a million sterling. 

207. Do you appi'»*^’'* 7 »d that a bale of .goods which had not 
the Company’s miffk woulu experience the same ready transit, 
and have the same security c ttaclied to Jt? — It would not be 
received without examination and measurement.^ • 

208. Do you believe that a sup/=*ly of tea could b^ ol^aincd 
by the consumers in, this country at a cheaper rate than it now • 
is, if the trade were thrown open ?— 1 conceive, with reference 
to what I have stated as to the competition that would ensue 
among individuals of the British mercantile cominunity in the 
markets of Canten, one of the immediate results of that would 
be to raise the prices of tefls. It might be supposed that that 
might be met by an increftsed manufacture of tqps. As far as 
green teas are concerned, we know that cannot be, for we have 
never received green teas enough ; there has been an increasing 
demand for green teas, and not a proportionate increased . 
supply. With respect the better classes of black tetfe, for the 
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18 Feb. 1830. reason which I gave in a former answer, that the Hong mer* 
“ 7 ^ - chants derive little or no profit upon them, I think they would 
CMa^imbankSi 1 ^ 0 ^ produced;, .pjobably. their production would discon- 
tinue ; but the inferior sorts of black teas might, I have no doubt, 
be increased in quantity if there was a decidedly increased de- 
mand for them. I conceive that the increase of quantity could 
only be accompanied by a corresponding deterioration in quality. 
From every attention I have given to the subject, 1 believe that, 
so far as the Company*s purchases of teas in China are con- 
cerned, and the charges upon them there, tea ic supplied by 
them to the English consumer cheaper than it could be under 
any other system. 

209. Were you a member of the select committee at Canton ? 
—I was. 

210. Will you be good enough to state to the Committee if 
you know in what other articles, besides opium, the smuggling 
trade is carried on upon the coast of China? — 1 conceive that 
at present it extends to articles, more or less, of every descrip- 
tion ; not on the coast of China, but among the islands in the 

mouth of the Canton river. 

• 0 

211. Articles of British manufacture ?- 1 am not aware of 
any individual instance where smuggling of articles of British 
manufacture has existed ; but 1 know nothing to preclude it. 

212. Can you state what were the articles of British manu- 
facture imported by tho Americans on which you stated that you 
supposed a loss had been sustained at Canton ? — I understood 
from American agents at Canton, that losses had been sustained 
by their imports into Canton, both on woollens and on cotton 
piece-goods imported in American ships. 

213. Has there be^p, during the period of your residence 
there, any suspension of the commercial intercourse between the 
Chinese and all British subjects trading to Canton ? — Thpre kas. 

214. Will you be good enough to state o n what occasions that 

took place ? — The first serious one .^s'ln IM 4. ** 

215. How did thdt originate ?~/it arose immediately from the 
act of the Company’s representatives themselves, who suspended 
the trade In consequence oL^e conduct ui the Chinese govern- 

> ment towards them ; in consequence, as 1 think I have stated, of 
an attempt to establish a Co-hong system ; fn consequence of our 
ships being fired at ; natives in our employment being seized and 
punished ; and in consequence of acta which showed an hostility 
on the part of the Chinese government to sue!} an extent tliat 
our amicable relations could not be continued ; and the Select 
Committee, under these difficulties, themselves intimated to the 
Chinese government the necessity of suspending the trade. 

216. When you speak of the Company, you mean the Fac- 
tory ?— ^l mean the Company’s representatives. 

217. How long did that suspension Qontmue ?-:It continued 
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for a considerable fime. 1 cannot say the precise period^ but I IB Feb. 1830. 
believe about two months. 

218. Did it extend to all British sl^ps at Canton?— In the 
first instance there was a disposition oh ihe part of the country 
trade at Canton to consider theiraeparate interests. The Select 
Committee's reply to them was thU, that in cases where the Com- 
pany’s individual interests alone are coneempd, we do not wish 
any other persons to be involved ; but in cases which concern 
the interests of the British trade gencr/illy, if a measure has been 
taken by us to produce an infiuence upon the mind of the 
Chinese government, we must make that measure as operative 
as possible ; and under those circumstances they suspended the 
British trade generally. It was a stAng measure, and was very 
naturally objected to by individuals who were suffering incon- 
veniences from losses they sustained. Some were very clamorous; 
but the Select Committee, who were exercising what they con- 
sidered a public duty, were not deterred from the performance 
of it, and the trade was suspended in consequence. Arf inter- 
ruption took place for, I think, two months. Mandarins w'ere 
deputed to negociate with the Company's authorities at Canton ; 
and the result of that negociation was, that the principal points 
on which the Company insisted were conceded to them, and the 
trade restored to its former footing. 1 may mention this, which 
occurred in ISMi as, 1 believe, the only instance upon record, 
as far as I can speak, where the Chinese government consented 
to enter into what may be considered a treaty with any foreign 
representatives. 

219. 'Will you be good enough to state the next occasion on 
which a suspension took place of all commercial intercourse be- 
tween th§ Chinese and the British ? — I think no other occasion 
occurred till the year 1820, when 1 ivas bsentfrom China, 'Mien 
a Chinese was accidentally shot by an officer belonging to one of 
the C'^mpany’s ships. 

220. Was the susT^^’^'iion an act of th? Chinese government, 
or 6? the Compaiiy’s supei 'argo ? — Of the Chinese government 
on that occasion ; they dema ided the life of the individual, and 
the Committee would not surrender him. ^ • 

221. How long was the trade sw oended upon that ocviasion ? ^ 

— Tor a very short period ; my recollection is, that it was only 
for a few days. 

222. How did it terminate? — The result was of a very pecu- 
liar nature. The day that tlie Chinese was found killed, a 
butcher, belonging to one^of the Company's ships, had com^ 
mitted suicide ; the Houg^ merchants heard of the circumstance, 
and said that it was a very extraordinary thing that this suicidb 
should have immediately followed the murder of th^ Chinese. 

There was no anxiety upon the part of the Chinese government 
then to enter into collision with the English, and still l&A anxiety 
on the (lart of the* English to enter into collision with tliem. 
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18 Feb. 1830. Tlie Hong merchants were anxious that no* differences should 
“7~ arise ; they mentioned the above circumstance to the Chinese 
L. hrfonbmiksy government, and it waf< eagerly seized by them. A deputation 
of Mandarins was sent to the Company’s ships : they examined 
the evidence of one or two sailors upon the subject, who 1 be- 
lieve said that they thought it was very extraordinary that the 
butcher should have died the same day as the Chinese, and the 
deputed Mandarins determined that the butcher was the mur- 
derer. 

223. You have adverted to the nature and extent of the coun- 
try trade ; can you state the probable amount of tonnage em- 
})loyed in the country trade from the different ports in India to 
Canton ? — It is in the public statements laid before Parliament. 
1 have of late years seen about seventy country ships in China 
annually. 

224. Do you think the extent of tonnage employed in the 
country trade is more or less than that employed by the East- 
India Company in the port of Canton ? — Some years ago we 
used to consider the whole British trade as nearly divided ; the 
Company’s trade used to be about 20.000 tons, and the country 
trade about 20,000 tons ; of late years the Company’s trade has 
fluctuated. In 1827 the Company’s tonnage was about 37,700 
tons, and in that year I consider it was beyond the country trade. 
I am not prepared to state what the amount of the country ton- 
nage is, but it is very considerable, .and I consider it a very 
important part of the British trade to China. 

225. Do you conceive the country trade has been increasing 

during the period of your stay in China ?— I do. This has 
chiefly arisen from the enormous increase in the consumption 
of qpium by the Chinese, who now give some 10,000,000 or 
12,000,000 of dollars^ for what can only be considered a 
poison. « 

226. How is the country trade carried on ; is it carried on 
through the interferehce of the CoMCr^sx^rvants atCai|*on? 
— The commercial transactions ar^ carried on perfectly distinct 
from those of^the Company. The persons connected with the 
country trade" have often, when steps have been taken by the. 

. Committee w-hich involved tlieir interests, raised objections ; 
but upon occasions where difficulties have arisen, where the per- 
sons connected with the country trade became involved with the 
Chinese, they generally have applied to the Company’s autho- 
rities. One occasion 1 rememter, when 1 was last in China. 
A country captain in 1826 arrived.from Wliatnpoa, and men- 
tioned that a Chinese had been killed on board his ship. The 
•Select Committee immediately upon hearing this, instead of 
waiting till the report reached the ears of government, sent a 
deputation into the city, and stated that a Chinese had been 
killed oA board a country ship, whose death they considered to 
Imve arisen entirely from accident. From the manner in which 
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that Statement was*made> the Chinese expressed themselves 16 Feb. leso. 
satisfied. I believe that is one occasion in which, if the Com- - 7 ^ 
pany had not interfered, the country trade might have been 
involved in serious tiifficulties. I remenfber other instances in 
which the Company’s interference has been called for to protect 
the interests of the country trade. It is going too much into 
detail to mention those instances. 1 remember one occasion 
particularly, where an attempt was made by*officers of the Chi- 
nese government to search the country ships lying at Whampoa, 
which it was considered would be a very serious matter were it 
ever submitted to. The persons connected with the country 
ships applied to the Company, who immediately interposed 
their influence, and prevented a search taking place. 

227. Are the Committee to understand that the country trade 

is conducted at Canton by commercial agents, or commanders 
of the country traders, without the intervention of the East- 
India Company’s servants at all ? — The operations of buying and 
selling are ; but on occasions which involve protection, oi^which 
involve rights, the members of the British mercantile commu- 
nity apply to the Select Committee, as the only authority that 
is likely to obtain them redress. They have not the means of 
addressing the Chinese government, except through the medium 
of the Hong merchants. ^ 

228. Have the Select Committee the means of communica- 

ting with the Chinese gokvernment, except through the medium 
of the Hong merchants? — The Select ‘Committee are the only 
foreign residents who possess the right of addi’essing the govern- 
ment in the Chinese language. When their addresses are sent 
in to government, they are sent by the Hong merchants ; but 
they are*sealed with ^e Company’s seal, and delivered in an 
unbroken state into the hands of the g^ivernment. • • 

* .229. Are you aware of any instance in which a personal in- 
terview has been given by the Chinese authorities at Canton to 
ar^of the Compn’"}’« t'Y^vants? — Several. 

230. Upon what occasion..? — There have been occasions when 
the Viceroy has accepted entertainments on b^ard the ships of 
the Company, which is the strongest case thal q)uld occur. 

When the Imperial Legate «acc«mpanied the emba^y from 
Pekin, who is a still higher authority than the Vicetoj-, he* 
came to the Company’s Factory and dined with us. 

231. Did he come down to meet the ambassador ? — He came 
in attendance on him ; but there arc humerous instances where 
the Company’s records exhibit statements of personal confe- 
rences with the officers of the Chinese government. 

232. The question applies to the time of your own personal 
knowledge, during the time you were in China, whether during 
that period you are acquainted with any personal .interview 
having been granted \>y the Chinese authorities to ilny of the 
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13 Feb, 1830, Company’s servants on business ? — Upon Occasion of announc- 
ing the embassy, a deputation of the Company's servants 
waited on the Viceroy, and announced to him the embassy 
personally. We condeivo it.^generdlly .better, in consequence 
of the rigidity of the Chinese forms, to carry on our commu- 
nication with the gove^meht as much as possible by correspon- 
dence ; butsome of tbeChijoese, high in rank, frequently come 
to the Company’s factory and accept of entertainments : they 
are received on friendly terms. On such occasions we avoid 
business ; for the Chinesh conceive there is great want of taste 
in speaking to them about points of business, if you ask tliem 
to your house, ' Much want of tact has been shown on some 
occasions by foreigners, who have marred the good-will and 
civil disposition of their guests by very ill-timed and unseasona- 
ble applications. 

233. Was the interview upon that occasion, with reference 
to the embassy, connected with any part of the commercial 
affairs ' of the Company ? — Of course it was not ; he was the 
King's authority sent to the country, and as such he was an- 
nounced. 


234. ' Were there any commercial matters touched upon at 
the interview? — I believe it would have been considered highly 
indecorous if they had been alluded to. 

235. Have the Chinese autiiorities admitted any direct inter- 

course with the servants of the East-India Company on com- 
mercial matters ; or are not all communications carried on 
through the Hong merchants or through the linguists? — Un- 
questionably not. 1 think 1 have stated, that in 1814 a depu- 
tation of ]\^andarins was sent to the Factory for the purpose of 
adjuring the differences with the Company. The Mandarin 
deputed Was a person 6i very high rank, and he came to the 
Factory on several successive days, and discussed the various 
points till the necessary arrangements were made. There are 
numerous other instances where wc h',.c intercourse ”^ith 
them. c j 


236. Was hp4B meirfber of the Canton government; was he 
a Viceroy ?•— He was deputed by the Viceroy ; he was a man 
, of very^iigh rank. * 


237. Are you aware of any application having been made by 
the Select Committee for an interview on any commercial mat- 
ters or business of any kind ?~I speak of that case in 1814 as 
being intimately connected with the commerce ol* the Company. 
On minor occasions, if there are differences, for example, about 
landing cargoes^from ships, the Company's servants consider it 
much better to avoid requesting an interview upon such occa- 
sions, and send their addresses to the Hoppo, who is tlie head 
. of the Customs. I believe men in high ^ official situations in 
China,' as elsewdiere, would consider it a very great inconvenience 
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if personal interviews were demanded on occasions of minor IBFel). leao. 
importance. . . c Mi^j^ibanks 

238. Are you aware, at any period duvng your residence in ’ jcaq. 
China, of an application having been made by the Select Com- 
mittee, or any of its tnembers^ for an* interview with the Vice* 

roy of Canton or any constituted Chinese authorities, on the 
commercial affairs of the East-India ‘Company ? — I think this 
in 1814 was a demand which comes under the description con- 
templated in the question ; it was a demand for an interview, 
and an adjustment of their commercial relations. There have 
been, however, several other occasions. 

239. How was that application answered? — By the deputa- 
tion of a Mandarin, a man of high rank. 

240. What took place with that Mandarin who came to the 
Factory ? — There were other Mandarins who came with him, 
and the affairs in discussion were satisfactorily adjusted. 

241. The Chinese answered that demand by sending a«depu- 
tation of Mandarins to the Factory ? — Yes. 

242 Are you aware of any instance in which any of the 
sailors in the ships carrying on the Indian trade to China, or 
any of their supercargoes, or any one connected with them, 
conducted themselves at Canton in such a manner as to occa- 
sion any interruption to the commercial intercourse betw'een 
the Chinese and the British flag at Canton? — Tlie India sliips 
are manned by native sailors almost entirely, who are very dif- 
ferent indeed from our English sailors. 

243. Are you aware of any interruption having been occa“ 
sioned between the Chinese and the British, by any of the 
crews of , the ships carrying on the trade between British India 
and Canton ? — Not during my resideilce. I have kaowh in- 
iy;ances which I have seen upon the Company’s records. The 
Lascars are a very inoffensive people, who would submit to in- 
sults of different kinds._ They have no^e of the bold intre- 
pifjjny, or careless and is-ckless character of English sailors. 

I think the extraordinary matter is not thaf so many differences 
have occurred with the Chinese, but that so have occurred, 

•which I attribute very much to the excellent disciph’ne^of the 
Company’s ships, and the charkctdl- of the officers by whom • 
those ships are commanded. 

244- Are the sailors of the Company’s ships permitted to 
visit Canton now on liberty ?— No. ^ • 

245. Are the .crews of the country traders, the Lascars, per- 
mitted to visit Canton on liberty ? — I have seen a great num- 
ber in Canton very frequehtly drunk in the factosics. 

246. But you are not aware of their having occasioned any 
disturbance to call for the interference of tlie Select Committee, 
or to occasion any inierruption to the commercial iutercuurse 
between the Chinese and British flags - No. 
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18 Feb. 1830. 247. You have adverted to the period ^hen Admiral Drury 

C nks China ; were you there yourself at that time ?— -No, I 

” ** 1808 . 

248-9. You stated that the Chinese refusedjto hold any inter- 
course with Admiral Drury, because he was not a servant of the 
Company, being a King's officer, whom they did not acknowledge, 
—do you state thqt as a fact ? — I state tnat as a fact. It ap- 
pears in all the Chinese proclamations I have seen relative to the 
expedition to take possession of Macao, that the Chinese, when 
applied to by Admiral Drury, said, we acknowledge no authority 
but that of the ,£ast-India Company. The Select Committee 
said, the Admiral is a distinct authority, over whom we have no 
control. The answer of the Chinese was in very violent words, 
saying that the men-of-war came there, and took ships off their 
coast, and they did not wish to have their visits ; and they had 
now come and taken possession of the island of Macao ; and 
tliat till Admiral Drury withdrew from Macao, and till the troops 
were re-embarked, they would hear nothing. 

250. Are you aware that, upon that occasion, Admiral Drury 
came up to Canton from the second bar, where his ship was lying, 
for the purpose of having an interview with the Viceroy, having 
. been promised by the Hong merchants that the Viceroy would 
see him? — As to the promise of the Hong merchants that the 
Viceroy would see him, that I cannot speak to. I should be 
disposed to question the fact ; but I Ivive a perfect recollection 
of these two instances, and I have very deeply lamented them ; 
for I think the expedition of 1808 is one of those unfortunate 
occasions in which the English character has been exhibited to 
very little advantage in China. Admiral Drury came up to 
Canton and insisted upon an interview with the Viceroy. The 
Viceroy ^refused him tbit interview, when he sent an intimation 
to the Viceroy that he would be in his palace in the city in the 
course of half an hour. The Viceroy declined a visit offered in 
such unusual terms, apd said he should^not come, but that he 
must go back to his ship. Admiral Drury did not perse vc;.'' in 
his expressed intentioq, but returned to his ship. He, on the 
second occascofi alluded to in the question now put to me, 
ordered the boats of his own and the Company's ships to be- 
manned and armed, and to proceed up the river and break 
through the line of Chinese vessels which were moored across 
from one bank to the other. Admiral Drury pulled up in his 
boat in front of the Chinese line, to address the Chinese admi- 
ral, through the medium' of a Portuguese padr^, who acted as 
his interpreter, and who at that moment was very much disin- , 
clined to such^a duty. Afler being fired at for some time, one 
of Admiral Drury's 'men was wounded, when he ordered the 
signal to be made for the boats to atUick. The signal was not 
observed, and was ordered not to be repeated. He then de- 
clared hi^ intention not to force the Chines^ line, and returned 
with the boats under his command to thd ships. I believe Ad- 
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miral Drury was a man of courage undisputed, but that he was le Feb. 1830^ 
destitute of that cool and deliberate judgment which was essen- — 
tial to the success of such an undertaking as that entrusted to 
him. The Company’s chief in China at that time expressed his ^ 

approbation of Admiral Drury’s conduct in not forcing the 
Chinese line; but I am disposed to think that that attempt 
ought never to have been made, or that the ^nd in view should 
have been accomplished. There is nothing in our whole inter- 
course with China so necessary as to •keep our ground when it 
is once assumed. The expedition ought, in my opinion, never 
to have been undertaken. 

251. Are you aware that upon that occasion we gave up the 

whole of the gfound we had talfbn possession of? — 1 think it is 
one of those lamentable occasions in which the English character 
was exhibited to great disadvantage in China. A pagoda was 
built by the Chinese upon the occasion, to commemorate the 
victory they had obtained over the English admiral: they 
cannot afford to lose an opportunity of that sort. * 

252. How long was the trade interrupted at that period at 

Canton?— I was not in Canton at the time. I can only speak 
from information I have derived from the Compan 3 ''s records, 
but I should say six months. . 

253. You have stated that the principal import of raw 
material from India to China is 6otton ; are you aware whether 
China does or does noH produce a great quantity of cotton 
itself? — It does a very considerable quantity of native cotton ; 
the cotton from which nankeen is manufactured is a cotton 
which 1 believe is peculiar to China. 

254. Can you state the probable quantity imported into 
China from British India ? — The estimates of trade which are 
annually laid before Parliament shew much more accurately 
Ui 9 quantity than I can speak to from recollection. 

255. Will you be so good as to state how the Dutch conduct 
Ih^* business in China ; is it a free trader or is it a company’s 
trade ?— It has existed as a company wirfiint my recollection, 
but I believe at this moment it is a fpee trader There was 
' lately a Netherlands Company established, but I do not know 

to what extent that company jirocfceded. There are TWo re- • 
sident supercargoes there, and a consul ; and I think the Dutch, 
within tlie last few years, have had about three or four, ships in 
China annually. « 

256. Are you. aware that the Dutch* trade with China is now 
entirely an open trade ; as much so as the American or any 
other trade ; and that thtf Netherlands Company is mereljr ^ 
commercial company having no peculiar privileges in the China 

trade? I understood that upon the dissolution df the old 

Dutch East-India Cogjpany the trade was then thrown ojjen. 

257. How is it cofiductcd in Canton? — By resident agents. 

• ' G 
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18 Feb. IB30. S58. Does that resident agent do the business of individuals ? 

^ believe the Dutch consd is -permitted to engage in private 

business. . . ... 

^9. Do not those who trade between the Netherlands and 
China carry on their trade with such agents, and in such man- 
ner, as they think most for their interest ; are they restricted 
to any particular*^ agent in Canton ? — I do not know what re- 
gulations may exist in Holland as to that point ; but as far 
as 1 have seen their transactions in China, I am not aware that 
they are restricted. 1 do not speak from accurate knowledge 
of the fact, but I believe a Dutch ship may be consigned to a 
British resident agent in Canton. 

260. Then, in fact, they may carry on their business in such 
manner as they please ?— 1 believe they are not restricted by 
the government in Holland. 

261. Do the French send any ships to China ?— Of late years, 
1 thitik, we have had one or two small ships annually. 

262. Do the Swedes and Danes, or any other European 
nation, carry on any trade with China? — The Swedes and 
Danes formerly had larger ships in' the trade than the East- 
India Company ; but now the trade has ceased almost entirely. 

263. Do the Russians trade with China?— *The Russians are 
excluded from the trade at Canton. During the time I was 
there, one Russian ship came, which was excluded, upon the 
ground that the Russians possess a trade by land, and that it 
was not desirable to admit them to trade by sea. 

264. Do not some of the Mediterranean ports trade to China ? 
—I remember what was called the Austrian frigate, but she 
wa^ a treading ship in China. 

■ 265. Is there any Austrian^ factory ? — No, not now. 

266. Is there any trade with the Brazils ? — Some trade does 
exist between Maca^ and the Brazils, but I believe latterly to a 
very inconsiderable^ extent. The Portuguese at one tirifc* at 
Macao possess^ a yeny lucrative trade. 

267. Are not those several trades tJiat have been mentioned 
, all caif led on without any partioular company existing at Canton ; 

are they not all free trades carried on at the will of the per- 
sons transacting tliem ? — Of those that have been mentioned 
there are only two now existing deserving the name of trades, 
and these arelnconsiderable; viz. the Dutch and Portuguese ; 
the latter of whom have never traded to the port of Canton, 
but who carry on trade direct from ll^acao. Some Swedes are 
still resident ^n China, but they have little or no commercial 
intercourse. The Dutch have certainly a trade, and the number 
of their ships annually has been, I believe, about three or four, 
of 600 or 700 tons. ^ 

268. Have the Dutch got into aniy difficulties with the 
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authorities at Canton? — Not of late years; but in former 18 Feb. 1630. 
years, certainly. 

269. Within the period of your residenpe there? — During the ' 
first period of my residence there the Dutch did not enter into 
the trade of Canton ; the Dutch supercargoes remained in 
China, and their salaries were Very regularly paid in Paris. 

Until the declaration of the independence o^ Holland they had 
no trade, and 1 think they did not send any ships to China till 
some years afterwards. 

270. You are aware that the Dutch China trade was formerly 
an exclusive monopoly like our own, but has been entirely 
thrown open since the last war? — lam aware of that fact; 
but 1 understood the dissolution of the Dutch East-India Com- 
pany had arisen from their very embarrassed situation. 

271. Since the trade has become a free trade, has any parti- 
cular difficulty arisen with the authorities at Canton in carrying 
it on, within your recollection ? — No ; it has been to a very 
limited extent. 

272. What does the British Factory consist of ; how many 
persons ? — We have twenty, consisting of a Select Committee, 
supercargoes, and writers ; and besides that, there are an inter- 
preter, two tea inspectors, two surgeons, and a chaplain. 

272 (fl). Of how many does the Select Committee consist ? — 

Sometimes of four, sometimes of three ; at present it consists of 
four members. * 

273. The business, it is presumed, is conducted by the Select 
Committee, and the remainder are clerks in the execution of the 
business ? — Very much so. 

274. I}o not the gentlemen of the Fac^ry and the Company’s 
servants reside only a small portion of tip: year at Canton itself? 
v-Ycs, six or seven months. 

275. Is it not the fact that the Chinese government do not 

permit them to remain there the remainder of the year? — There 
ia^i old Chinese law that foreigners shouV leave Canton at the 
expiration of what is considered the shipping \season ; but it is 
a law tliat has fallen verv much into TEbe Company’s 

‘ servants themselves very frequently go to Canton dui;|pg the 
summer months, and the}' havd hau ships loading during the • 
summer months; and some of the British merchants reside 
there the whole year. 

276. Do they ever permit you to come into th^town ? — They 
do not allow us .to go within the walls of the town. 

277. But you are confinM to a small suburb for the transac- 
tion of the business ? — Y&. • 

278. What other British residents are there beside^ the Com- 
pany’s factors?— There are some mercantile houses, some of 
the members of wh^lHlre men of very great respectabilit}\ 

279. Is that a new State of things, or have there always been 
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IB Feb. 1830. independent houses there? — There have always, within my 
"7T recollection, been houses established there. There are more 
Mai^rtbanics, than there used to be, but they are not all men of 

the same credit and character. 

280. Does the Factory consider itself as having any autho- 
rity over the English merchants settled there ? — So far as 
appears by reference to Acts of Parliament, I think the Com- 
pany’s authorities ^ave a right to interfere with the residents 
there, in case of their cqnducting themselves in a manner to 
injure the general interests of trade. That authority has been 
rarely exercised by the Committee. 

281. Do you consider yourself as having power to send per- 
sons away? — It is not very clearly expressed ; but I think the 
Company’s authorities would exert it if they saw that British 
interests required it. As far as my views of the Act go, 1 tliink 
they would be borne out by it. 

282. Can you refer to the Act of Parliament which you sup- 
pose ttf give you the authority you mention ? — 1 cannot imme- 
diately refer to it by its title. 

283. ' Do you suppose it to be derived from the charter of the 
India Company granted by Parliament ? — It is an Act of Par- 

^ liament; whether it is a separate Act, or a clause of the charter, 
1 cannot say. The Act, as far as I remember, gives the Com- 
pany’s representatives control over British subjects trading to 
the Emperor of China’s dominions. 

284. Will you be so good as to state who transacts in China 
the English private trade that goes from India ; is it done by 
the independent houses you have mentioned, or is it in any 
proportion done by the Company’s servants? — At present not 
by the Company’s servants at all ; in former years it w'as. 

285. Are the Company’s servants prohibited from engaging 
in it ? — They are now prohibited from being connected with 
private agency. 

286. So that the p.lvate agency is entirely in the handb ^f 
independent housr?s4«.— Yes, and in the hands of supercargoes, 
many of them Pr.rseco,^ 2 .nd captains of ships. 

287. In Ifact, the private traders put their business into whose 
hands ^ever they please ?*Ye^. 

288. You have stated that the houses that are established are 
very respectable, and quite capable of transacting business of 
that description ?—Unque5tionably,iklhey are houses of great 
respectability. There ufe men who' are members of those 
houses who are men both of character and credit, sustaining 
the character of British merchants respectably and properly. 

289. You have stated that the smuggling trade in China has 
become vefry extensive ; has not the increase of that smuggling 

* trade a tendency very much to injure thtljair trade?- 1 think 
it has a tehdency to do so, in as mr as articles smqggled into 
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the country that ev^de duty can be sold at a profit, when arti- 18 Feb. 1830. 
cles which pay government duties cannot. “ 7 ^ 

290. Is not the opium trade in China, which you state to 
exist to the extent of 13,000,000 or 14,^00,000 of dollars a 
year, entirely an illicit trade ?-*-£ntirely prohibited by the 
Chinese government. 

291. Is it not, therefore, a trade in whicl^ the India Com- 
pany, through its servants, can take no interest whatever?— 

The Company, I think, are interested, in the trade so far as 
regards the Indian revenue. They prohibit their servants in 
China from having any connexion with it. 

292. Would you not consider it as derogatory to the charac- 
ter of the Company for its servants to be extensively interested 
in the smuggling trade of the country? — The Company have 
always professed to be legal traders in China, and to conform to 
the established laws of trade in China. 

293. Does not a considerable portion of that high character 
which you state the Company to bear with the Chinese govern- 
ment, arise from their conviction that the Company would not 
meddle with a trade of th^t description ?— I think it does. 

294. But if the tendency to the smuggling trade is suffered 
to increase to any great extent, would not the Company, in 
consequence of debarring itself from that species of trade, carry 
on a much smaller portion of the general trade of China than 
might be carried on by persons who have; not the same scruples ? 

—The two distinct trades are transacted with two distinct 
classes of people : one the legal merchants ; the other, persons 
who are disclaimed by the government, and declared to be 
illicit traders. 

295. While the Company carry on tl^ one trade, whicli,you 

^y is independent of the illicit trade, are not the subjects of 
this country in a great measure • debarred from entering into 
that other trade which is open to the rest of the world ?— The 
suUects of this country are the persons ^o derive the princi- 
pm profits from that trade, who are the B^sh agents in India, 
and the persons immediately connected opium trade. 

. I conceive the country trade to form a very importqpt branch 
of the British trade ; and 1 conceive that trade to exi^ under ^ 
the protection of tiie Company’s trade, inasmuch as if there 
were no legal traders in China, which I have steted the Com- 
pany to be, I think it would remain a question with the' Chinese 
government, how far it \^uld submit to be deprived of its 
revenue, and nfhether it would not be induced to take very 
strong and very precipitate measures, perhaps, for the exclusion 
of foreigners altogether from its ports. The Chinese attach a 
value to the foreign trade ; yet there is no country in^the world 
so independent of it, from its successful agriculture and exten- 
sive inland comme^c^v^ , • • 

296. Do- you think It is possible that a country having enjoyed 
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18 Feb. 1830. for SO many years an immense foreign trad6 as China has done» 
— by which it has exported to such an extent its domestic pro- 
CMaiyaribanku duce, could suspend, without a total destruction of its internal 
economy, that trade with foreigners ?— The power of that sus- 
pension rests with the Imperial government of Pekin ; and, as 
1 have stated, 1 believe. the revenues coming direct into the 
Imperial treasury from the foreign trade are not large, they 
have therefore no 'distinct interest in the trade. How far the 
Imperial government at Pekin would be induced to consider the 
general interests of the country I am not prepared to say ; for 
the Chinese government acts upon principles so diametrically 
opposite to those which regulate the governments of civilized 
Europe, that it would be difficult to hazard an opinion of what 
might be the result of such a state of things as that contem- 
plated. 

297. Has not the Chinese government, in its conduct towards 
foreigners who have attempted to fix themselves in their har- 
bours, shown itself a shrewd government, acutely understand- 
ing its own interests ?— I think that the Chinese are a highly 
intelligent people, remarkable for their industry and perseve- 
rance ; ‘but I think they are oppressed with one of tlie most 
corrupt governments that ever weighed down the energies of 
a people. 

298. You stated that the Company have been exporting 
woollens to China at a loss, and that it has been a losing trade ? 
—In the jrears from 1819-20 to 1828-&, the average invoice of 
woollens imported into China from England has been £821,680 
per annum ; therefore, notwithstanding the very heavy losses 
previously sustained for the twenty-six preceding years of 
£64,000 per annum, the imports of the Company into China 
have, not been lessened;. more than about £125,000 per annum. 
The Codipany’s average loss at present has, I think, been rei 
duced to about £17,000 sterling per annum upon their gene'hil 
investment. 

299. Have you an^'^ doubt of the fact, that the woollen trifle 

of the Company to st* losing trade? — It is so at present, and has 
in former years more so. 

300. ^Does the statement j^ou have made include the freight 
..and airother expenses ? — as far as freight is concerned, the 

woollens have been exported to China under very great advan- 
tage ; fot I believe it will be found that a comparatively very 
small charge ^r freight has been made by the Company on 
British exported manufactures, with a view to facilitate the 
consumption in China. • 

301. As the article of tea, which i^ brought from China, is 
a very bulky one, it is presumed that the freight of any manu- 
factured gbods sent out cannot be very important, as the China 

. ship woujd otherwise go nearly empty ^That would depend 
upon how it is charged ; but the Company* have always gone 
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upon the principle o? making a very small charge of freight upon 18 Feb. 1830, 
English manufactured goods. - 7 — 

3®. Are you aware that the price ofclpths sent out to China 
has in this market been reduced more tlian one*half ?— I have 
been told so ; I have no knowledge of the prices of cloths in 
England. 

303. Are you aware that for some years post foreigners have 
been carrying on a considerable trade in those very woollen 
goods from this country to China ?— I have understood that 
some American ships have cleared out from Liverpool and 
from London to China. 

304. Are you aware that it appears in the Papers before Par- 
liament for the last three years, that the Americans have taken 
out between 800,000 and 900,000 dollars’ worth of woollen 
goods to China? — have seen the statements made ; I have no 
means of acquiring knowledge as to their accuracy. 

305. Do you suppose that they would have continued that 
trade so steadily as it appears to have been continued, without 
its having been a profitable one to them ? — I do not know whe- 
ther those manufactured articles are the property of American 
merchants, or whether they are the property of British mer- 
chants. If they are the property of British merchants, who 
have no means of disposing of manufactures except the 
hazard of a distant market, 1 think they might be disposed to 
embark in a speculation which even had not answered before, 
rather than keep their goods on hand. 

306. Would not the British merchant be prohibited by 
law from having any interest in a trade of that description 

I do not know. 

307. If it should be shown that Ae American b^s been 
canning it on for his own account^ and that that trade has been 
steady going on for seme years past, is it not presumable that 
it has been a profitable one? — ^I am not disposed to think so, 
froalf having received other information ft^^m American agents 
in China, who told me that their consignmeM l^m this country 
have generally been unprofitable. 

308. If it should be the case, th|it the American •or^brei^ 
merchant has carrie(|[ on a trade* of this description with profit, • 
when the Company have been carrying It on with loss, would 
not that prove that their trade has been, in this article ^t least, 
better conducted than that of the Company ?-rlt might not 
prove that it was tetter conducted, for it might arise from the 
circumstances I have stated, of some of those goods having been 
smuggled into China, havftig evaded the Chinese^duties. 

309. If the tendency of the trade in China is to get into the 
smuggling line, will not the Company, acting upod different 
principles, and being fnsm its circumstances unable to enter into < 
that trade, be a disauvantage against persons who haveifo scruples 
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18 Feb. 1830. of that description? — the question put to me contemplates 
the subversion of the Company, I think we should be all 
smugglers in China together, and there would then be ncr legal 
trade in China. I do not know how far the Chinese would sub- 
mit to that. The ultimate result would, in my opinion, be very 
prejudicial to British commercial interests, of which 1 consider 
the Company's to be only a part. 

310. Will you have the goodness to explain what you mean 
by legal trade in China, when you say that if the Company 
cease to trade as a Company there would be no legal trade car- 
ried on there ?T“1 applied the term legal trade to transactions 
in China, and I use the term in relation to the Chinese laws, 
from the circumstance that the English laws do not extend to 
China at all ; and therefore the term legal trade, as applied to 
the trade in China, can only have reference to the laws of 
China. ^ When I speak of legal trade, I speak of a trade con- 
ducted in conformity to the laws of the country, whether those 
laws* have reference to residents or to their commercial trans- 
actions. 

311. Is there anjr reluctance on the part of the Hong mer- 
chants to trade with individuals ?-^ Certainly not, with indivi- 
duals ot respectability and credit. 

312. You have stated that the black teas are generally offered 
first to the Company, and that of the green teas the Americans 
have frequently the first option ?— I stated that the Company 
have the pre-option of all black teas. With respect to green 
teas, they are submitted to the Company’s inspection also, and 
to their choice ; but a competition enters on the part of the 
Americans with the Company in the article of green teas. On 
some occasions, the Americans being disposed to give higher 
prifies than the Compslay, they get the teas ; but the tea brokers 
always express a wish rather to deal with the Company, upen 
the principle, that they consider the Company’s security better 
than the security of ^n individual. 

313. Upon vh^^J credit are the purchases made froiri* the 

Chinese ? — Th^d^ jio regular periods of payment. The teas 
are generally yalu for in the course of the season ; sometimes 
earliqr« sometimes later. ^ ^ 

^ 314. You are not in the habit of being in debt to any con- 
siderable extent to the merchants there ? — The Company, for 
several years past, have insisted upon their servants keeping a 
clear account with the, Hong merchants, in all matters con- 
nected with the Company’s interest. Upon* a late occasion 
which occurred of the bankruptcy* of a Hong merchant, the 
.Company we«5 creditors to a very trifling amount. 

315. Qoes not the preference you have had in the black teas 
arise from the circumstance of your being much the largest 
customers for that description of tea best customers and 

the best paymasters. • 
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316. Do not the Americans carry on trade in small vessels? 

— Ye s, they do. I think the average I have made, upon look- c.MarJoribanksy 
■ ing al the American tonnage, has been ii^ vessels from 280 to ’ Esq, * 
300 tons. 

317. Are not the expences of the port very heav)' ? — Yes, 
they are; and they fall much heavier upon small ships than 
they do upon large ships ; and consequently itiwas found much 
better by the Swedish and Dutch to have large ships, as well 
as from their superior adaptation to a tea cargo. 

318. Can you give a detail of all the charges made upon a 
ship of 600 tons, including fees and all disbursements ? — The 
duties upon a Company’s large ship arc about 4,300 tales. The 
port duties on a smaller ship are, comparatively with its extent 
of tonnage, much heavier. 

319. Is not that portion of the port charges called a present, 

the same on all vessels, great and small ? — It consists of 1,950 
tales, and is the same upon large or small ships. « 

320. Does not that give a very considerable advantage to the 
Company’s large ships over small private traders ? — It does. 

321. Would not the tcm{)tation to smuggling be irresistible 
if the trade was carried on in small vessels? — I imagine that 
individuals who do not much respect the laws of the country, 
will not consent to pay duties which they can evade by acting 

* in opposition to those laws^ 

322. Is the smuggling carried on amon^ the Chinese by what 
are called outside merchants ? — This term is applied in common 
to all merchants not members of the Hong ; some of them are 
smugglers, some mere shopmen. 

323. Is not the trade which is carried on by the American 
merchants, chiefly with the outside merchShts ? — It is, I h^lie^e, 
to % ^rtain extent. I should say that a large portion of their 
trade was carried on with the Hong merchants. 

324. Do not the Hong merchants give permission to the 

Americans to trade with the outside mcrcha^ The outside 
merchants are prohibited from trading other staple 

articles ; but the Hong merchants frequently^cdiniive at the 
trading of the outside dealers, bji^ permitting shipmenfs be 
made through their I^ongs. That is done by the poorer class < 

of Hong merchants. 

325. You stated that the American trade of later years has 

fallen off; are you not aware that the Aiperican trade is in part 
a carrying trade?— It was a very great carrying trade some 
years ago ; I believe that ca’rrying trade has been very much 
limited of late years. * t 

326. Is not the carrying trade subject to great fluqfuation, 
inasmuch as it depends upon the policy of other countries?-— 

That is a question of q^etieral description which I am qot pre- 

II 
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18 Feb. 1830. pared to answer ; but a part pf the Ajnerican trade which 

appears to be declining is their direct trade between China and 

United States. , . 

327. Would not the interference of the Dutch in the tea trade 
necessarily affect the carrying trade of the Americans, in so far 
as the supply of tea to Holland was concerned ? — Certainly. 

S28. It appears that the years 1826-1827 exhibit a consider- 
able falling-oflT in the American trade ; still are you not aware 
that there has been a ‘considerable increase in the American 
trade, commencing in the year 1814, and terminating in the 
year 1827-8? — am aware there has been in some years an 
increase. 

329. Are you aware of the averages which have been struck 
n the Papers presented to Parliament upon that subject ? — I 
am. I conceive that the Americans have been increasing in 
wealth and population, sufficiently to account for a general 
increase of trade. 

330. Do not you think there may be some circumstances to 
account for the falling off' of the trade in 1826 and 1827 of a 
temporary, and not of a permanent nature ? — I believe the 
Americans have been very much overtrading, both to conti- 
nental ports in Europe and to the United States, and that very 
considerable losses have been sustained upon those consign- 
ments. 

331. Are not the principal tea provinces in China maritime 
provinces ? — The province of Fokien is the black tea province, 
and the province of Kiangnan is the principal green tea province, 
both maritime provinces. 

332. Is the tea generally brought from those provinces to 
Cantojji by sea or b/ land carriage? — Entirely through the 
interior of the country. It is prohibited by Imperial edict to 
bring it by sea. The Chinese have attempted to bring' it by 
junks ; but the Imperial government of Pekin, being apprehen- 
sive of being deffeiuded of the duties which arose trotn the 
transit of teas,^^ prohibited the trade by sea altogether/ 

333. Arp ;^3 -r*awATe that there is an exportation of tea from 
the provinces to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago ?— 
have understood that thei% is^n export to a limited amount for 
the supply of Chinese settlers there. 

334b And that it is also brought to Sincapore?— I cannot 
speak with, any personal knowledge of what is brought to 
Sincapore. 

335. You have stated that the tea provinces were very much 
benefited byithe export of their tea# to Great Britain ?— 1 state4« 
as an individual opinion, that I conceived that the native 
industry was very much encouraged in China by the extent of 
foreign trade; and of course the teavprovinces were materially 
improved by the flow of capital into then!.' 
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330. Are you aware of the amount of the population in the 18 Eeb-isso. 
tea p rovin ces ?— It varies in the different provinces; the whole *— 
population 'hf China is computed now at 14|P,000,000. I believe 
the southern provinces of the empire the most populous. 

337. Have you heard any estimate at Canton of the number 
of persons connected with the tea trade ? — I have heard many 
estimates, but it is impossible to place re)iance upon such 
information. 

338. If the Company’s establishment* at CaOton was to cease, 
and the trade of Canton was to be carried on by private mer- 
chants, and those merchants were to carry on indiscriminately a 
lawful and an illicit trade, do you think that the whole trade 
might be endangered ?~I do. 

339. You have staled that one of the articles which is 
smuggled into China is opium ; is not that smuggled by indivi- 
duals of every nation, who provide themselves with it in India? 

— It comes to China principally in British country ships, which 
are the traders between India and China. 

340. Is it not purchased exclusively from the India Company ? 

— It is purchased at the Ekst-India Company’s sales ; Asides 
which, there is smuggled Malwa and Smyrna opium. 

341. So that, although the East-India Company will not 
smuggle opium into China themselves, they sell it knowingly to 
parties that do smuggle it «n ?— -The persons connected with the 
Company’s interests have knowledge enough to know that it goes 
to China, but they conceive their connexion with it to terminate 
with the sale in India. 

342. In making a calculation of the profits and loss of the 

East-India Company’s imports into China, how is that calculation 
founded where barter takes place : you wire understood fo state 
that .the woollens and other goods were bartered against tea ? — I 
stated that the Hong merchants required the tea merchants to 
take |hem in return for their teas. The Coqipany formerly used 
to (barter with the Hong merchaots : of laiV vears they have 
required the Hong merchants to give Oiep^y^ces for every 
thing. ■ _ 

343. Is it taken as a mercantile account upon the cosriprice ^ 
in England, the freight and charges, Ac. being added to it, and * 
the result taken from that? — The usual number of mercantile 
chains which are made in invoices enter into the account. 

344. Is any commission chared upoir it as redbived by the 
Company’s agent* there ?— I. bdieve our commission is charged 
upon the exports ftom thia country in the Company’s invoices. 

It is paid upon the sedes in China and England at the rate of two ' 
per cent. • 

345. Is that upon the gross sales ?~I believe so. 

346. Upon, the goo'ds out and upon the goods home ?»Yes. 
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10 Feb. 1830. 347. Upon the purchases of tea is your commission of two 

. per cent, charged also?— Upon the sales of tea we receive two 
* per cent, commission; three per cent, commission pay^THTT only 
our commission, but the whole expenses of the Company’s esta- 
blishment in China. There are some commercial charges which we 
call charges on merchandize, and expenses for the transit from the 
factory at Canton^ to Macao and the factory rent ; but two per 
cent, we receive in the shape of commission as our own allowances. 

348. Is that two per cent, allowed upon the sale of teas in 
England, or upon the prime cost at Canton ? — Upon the sale in 
England. 

349. There appears to exist a considerable difference between 
the value of the imports into China and the value of the tea 
exported by the Company from China ; how is that difference 
made up ; is it not by the Company selling their bills in China ? 
— The Company draw annually in China upon their Bengal 
treasury, to the amount generally of 2,000,000 of dollars and 
upwards, which affords a remittance for the proceeds of opium 
and cotton in China to British merchants, who generally very 
gladly avail themselves of the Company’s paper to remit their 
proceeds to India. The Company’s tea investment is therefore 
provided by the proceeds of the sale of English manufacture in 
part, and the productions of our Indian possessions. 


350. You have stated that the supercargoes are paid a com- 

mission of two per cer|t. ; are there not certain deductions from 
that, to the amount of at least one-quarter per cent. ? — The sa- 
laries of our tea inspectors, our surgeon, and our chaplain, and 
certain allowances to the senior officer commanding the Com- 
pany’s ships, and payments to the retired servants of the Com- 
pany, come under the two per cent., and what we call in China 
the^Euiopean establismiient, which is the expenses of European 
servants connected with the factory. ^ 

351. When is it that you receive this two per cent. ; how many 
years is it after the^iare shipped from China? — We do not re- 
ceive our first p^yf^nt from the Company till the expiratidi* of 
two years afteiv'^aieASrork is done for which that paymefnt is a 
remuneratioh^' ami the whole payment Is not completed under 
four y jiars, which makes opr nominal greater than our real allow- 
ances. 


352. Is not the delay in that respect occasioned by the Com- 
pany keeping the tea of one year for sale in a subsequent year ? 
— I do not ki!;ow if that be the cause. 


353. If the Chinese government, were to exclude both the 
Company and private traders from ^he trade in tea at Canton, 
are you of o[^nion that that trade could be carried on elsewhere 
to a beneficial purpose through any other channel ?— The ques- 
tion would contemplate the Chinese entering themselves into 
the irad^, with their own native vessels: It, has been a principle 
of the Chinese government altogether tc discourage the natives 
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of the country from being in any way connected with foreign 18 Feb. 1830 * 
commerce. The question is one completely of speculation ; “7T 

buf'f'Shnuld think very great difficulties would stand in the way 
of the trade being carried on to any greht amount in Chinese 
vessels to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago. 

354. Do not you think that the Hong merchants, having a 
large stock of teas in their hands, would be; prompted by their 
own interests to send those teas to other parts, when they could 
not sell them at Canton ? — There would be grc;3t danger in send- 
ing them, inasmuch as the Chinese native vessels are of such a 
cumbrous description that they are very unseaworthy. 

355. Would you have the same security for the good quality 
of the teas ?— Unquestionably not ; there could be no security 
in such a trade. 

356. Is not the production of teas capable of being increased , 
according to the increased demand for it ? — ^1 think, to a certain 
extent, of black tea, thougli not of the best kind, but not of 
green. My reason for thinking the production of green tea 
cannot be increased is, that theiie has been a greater demand for 
it than the increasing supply of the Chinese has been able to 
keep up with. 

357. Are you aware of any reason peculiar to the country 
creating an impossibility on the part of the Chinese to propor- 
tion the supply of green tea to the demand ?— imagine it re- 
quires a considerable odtlay of capita^ which the Chinese have 
not at command ; and it involves a speculation into which the 
Chinese merchants do not seem disposed to enter. 

358. Can you say whether the demand for the English woollen 
manufactures in China is capable of being increased according 
to the increased supply ? — I conceive^hat if our manufa9tures 
•could be introduced into the northern provinces of tllfe empire, 

th& demand for them would decidedly increase ; for they are 
the cold provinces, where woollen manufactures would be 
Qj«ncipally used. 

359. Are there any insuperable obstaclu%to the introduction 
of our woollens into the northern par& 6f.jiina?— The ports 
of China being hcrmetrically sealed against us for i^aq^ years. 

360. Have you found the BHtisIi manufactures have*been ir^ 

greater demand wlien the price has been low in China ? — I sup- 
pose that low prices generally produce an increased demand ; 
but I cannot answer that question distinctly, from any recollec- 
tion of the circumstances. * 

361. With respect to British manufactures in general, when 

the price is low in Chida do you find that the^ are in more 
general request than when they are high ? — I oeheve that m*en 
will buy things more readily when tney are cheap than when 
they are dear ; but I cannot answer the question from recol- . 
lecting the circuiftst^nce. * ' 
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18 Feb. 1838. 962. Do yoQ know whether the consumer, or the retail 

TT dealer, makes a larger demand upon the Hong merchant when 

the price is low than when the price is high? — WheTTprices 
were high, I have always heard the Hong merchants complain 
of having many unsold goods in their warehouses ; and I have 
always heard them say they sc^tained losses on our woollens. 

963. How many English establishments may there be at 
Canton?— We send home an accurate list of the Englisli 
residents every year; but* I cannot state the precise number at 
present. 

364. Have they increased of late years ? — There have been 
more agents ; I think the houses of respectability have not in- 
creased. 

365. How many consuls are there at Canton ?^There is an 
American consul, a Dutch consul, and a Dutchman who, I 
believe, has the diploma of French consul. 

366.. Do you know what the private houses of agency in 
China charge for conducting a trade ? — Five per cent. 


LufUB, 22® die Februarii^ 1830. 

JOHN FRANCIS DAVIS, Esq. called in, and examined. 

22 Fvb. 1830. 367. Wliat opportunities have you*»had, of a peculiarly 

favourable nature, to enable you to form an opinion respecting 

J, F. Uains, the Chinese, their trade, and with respect to the relations of 
this country with China? — I have been seventeen years in tlie 
Company’s service ; and I think it probable that the attention 
I have paid to the language and institutions of the country may 
have assisted me in forming an ^proximation to a correct 
opinion regarding them: besides, I travelled for six months* 
through the interior of the empire. 

368. Were you not ^so a member of the Select Committee ? 
— Previous to my lasj^aving Canton 1 was. 

369. What cirr^.slaiLces, in your opinion, in the character 
of the Cbiqesf,* ^aES^ in the nature of their institutions, are 

' opposediito an extended interepurse with foreign nations ? — 
They are a decidedly anti-commercial people r they have a 
particular objection to increasing dieir intercourse, in any way, 
with Europeans, and 1 should think more particularly with the 
English, on account of our qlose approximation to their frontiers 
towards Tartary and in Ava. 

370. Has the condition of British', merchants and of the 
British trade improved in China since your recollecdon, and 
more particularly since the last British embassy to Pekin ?— It 
certainly has. The returns which I believe are now lying on 
‘the table of the Committee, show that for the last ten years 
there is an increase of 5,000 tons in the Company’s shipping, 
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when compal'ed wi^ the nine years preceeding ; that is to say, 18 F«b- 1830- 
that for the last ten years the average has been 28,000 tons of r— 
shipping, and for the nine years previously the average was only 
23,000. 

87 1. Is the foreign trade considered of real importance to 
the Chinese, or is their government independent of it?-*l 
should thmk their government is as independent of it as that 
of any country in the world : they have, besides, a decided 
objection to an increased intercourse with foreigners, and 
diminish as much as possible their intercourse, by laying heavy 
duties upon foreign manufactures. 

372. From what circumstances does the influence which the 
British representatives appear to possess over the Chinese 
government and their commercial delegates arise ? — I should 
think, in sonic measure, from their moral respectability, in 
having no concern whatever with smuggling ; and I should also 
think their influence arises, in a great measure, from the value 
and importance of their trade in amount. 

373. What advantage does the Company derive from the 
superior class of large ships employed in their China trade, and 
from the discipline maintained in those ships ? — They derive 
several distinct advantages from the superior class of their 
shipping* In the first place, they pay less, in proportion to 
the tonnage, at Canton in the shape of port charges : in the 
second place, these ships are better ad^ted to the stowage of 
teas ; they stow more in proportion to their nominal size. There 
is another advantage derived from the superior class of their 
shipping, in regard to sea-risk. Since I have been in the service, 
seventeen years (and I believe for many years previously), not 
a single homemard-bound ship of the Company has been lost. 

We may consider the number of homeiVard-bound ships in that 
sime 400 ; so that that makes the risk as nothing to 400. I 
speak in reference to the teas, and therefore in reference to 
the homeward-bound. The observation is correct in reference to 
them, and would not be in regard to the Others. This advan- 
tage is shown, in practice, by the small {^^pium on the in- 
surance of the Company's ships. There Is tsiolher decided 
advantage derived from the superior character of the Company's 
shipping: it is independent altnost of convoy in time *of war, « 
and it is well known that their fleets have beaten off French 
line-of-battle ships. 

374. Do you allude to the celebrated action in which Com- 
modore Dance. had a large fleet of Indiamen, and repulsed 
Admiral Lmois ^ — Yes. 

375. Do you know the* amount of property that was then in 

jeopardy if the French had been successful ?-^No, but I believe 
it is a matter on record. If it were the whole fleet of the Com- 
pany, it would amount to one year’s value of the Company's 
trade. ' • * 
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22 Fell. 1830. S76. Were there not also under die charge of^ Commodore 

. Dance a large number of private ships also of very great value ? 

/ believe there were, as far as the Straits of Sunda. "With 

regard to the objections raised against the Company’s superior 
class of shipping on the score of its freight, I would say, that 
the charge on account of freight at present is only per 
pound upon all the teas ; and taking it for granted that the pri- 
vate traders might purchase their freight at one-half of the 
Company’s, that brings the difference to 2d. per pound. Against 
this 2d. per pound you must take all the advantages I have 
stated as an oft-set ; you must take the smaller port charges 
paid by the Company ; you must take the very advantageous 
insurance account of the Company ; their independence of con- 
voy ; and the superior stowage of their ships. - 

377. Do you chance to know what freight the Company 
pay for the stowage employed in the trade to our North Ameri- 
can colonics ? — They pay less than the Americans ; about C9 
or £10 a ton, 1 believe. The American ton is one-fourth 
smaller than ours, and therefore in proportion to the nominal 
price they pay more. 

378. Are you able to state how much the £9 or £10 per ton 
is per pound weight of tea ? — The £9 or £10 must not be 
charged upon the tea; not more than one-half of it should be 
charged on the tea, because the ships are tak^n up to export 
British manufactured goods to Canton ;• and therefore the freight 
must be divided between the outward voyage and the return 
voyage. It is, accordingly, only £4. IO5. or £5 upon the tea. 

379 Are you able to state how much that would be per pound 
of tea from China to North America?— -It is something under a 
penny per pound on bl^ck tea ; on green tea 1 have not calcu- 
lated. 

380. Do the Company der’ve any advantage from the regu- 
larity of their demand for tea, and from the regular contracts 
made by them with ^e llong merchants in conformity to this 
demand ? — I shQuldnhink that they do. A crop of tea is not 
like a crop of tuiAtpsK)! a crop of corn, which may be produced 
within the ydar, according to the demand 7 The shrub requires 
a certefh time to come to perfection, and the regularity of the 
'' demand certainly tends to encourage its cultivation, to produce 
a supply in due proportion, and to save the growers from severe 
losses ; because if there were a sudden diminution of the de- 
mand for a year or two, after a rapid previous increase, they 
would probably, a great many of them, be ruined ; since it is 
not so easy to convert the cultivation of tea into the cultivation 
of any thing e\fe ; 1 therefore hold, that a regular demand for 
tea insures a regular supply, at the same time that it keeps up 
the quality. ^ fluctuating demand, probably, would be more 
pernicious in the case of tea, than in the case of almost any 
other thing in the world. 
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382. Has the price of tea increased or diminished latterly ? 

— I would rather say it has been prevented from increasing ; an 
increase which would have been inevitable, from the very great 
advantages which, in the absence of the Company, the united 
body of Hong merchants, all living within a few doors of each 
other, would derive from their union against promiscuous tra- 
ders. 

383. What impression, in your opinion, would be produced 
upon the Chinese generally by throwing open the trade to Bri- 
^h merchants generally ? — The whole body of smugglers at 
Canton would rejoice. The government would, in the first 
instance, view it with jealousy, as they view every change ; and 
when they came to lose their revenue, they would view it with 
hostility. They have already,' in consequence of the extraor- 
dinary amount of smuggling < not only relatively to contraband 
articles, such as opium, but in the case of articles that pay 
duty), lost so much, that* tJiey have issued edict after edict di- 
rected against those individuals and those nations who principally 
partake in this smuggling trade ; and it is impossible to suppose 
that they would on ad infinitum in their endurance, or con- 
sent to the cif version of the whole trade of Canton into a 
smuggling intercourse. * 

384. Do the representatives 6f the Company possess any 
peculiar advantages in their intercourse with the Chinese, and 
in their means of access to the local government of Canton ? — 
They possess one very essential advantage, in being the only 
foreigners who are allowed to have a di^pet communication in 
the native language with the government, which has bSen cx- 
pfessly denied to all others, and* only conceded to the Com- 
pany, on the part of the government, because they could not 
resist it. They also dbrive great advantage from the attention 
which has been paid to the language and to. the institutions of 
the Chinese ; to the knowledge of their law^ e^l^ecially, as well 
as to the general character of the people ; an advantage which 

is not, as far as 1 know, possessed by any other tratfors at ^ 
Canton. • 

385. Do any other foreigners in China besides the English 

possess a competent knowledge of the Chinese language, or 
avail themselves of its use in their intCKOurse wifh the govern- 
ment of China? — Certainly none of the traders in China. 
There are a few Catholic pjiests who study it for the purpose of 
propagating Christianity ; but it has not, to my kilbwledge, ever* 
been used by any European traders, except the Company’s re- 
presentatives, in their written intercourse with tbe government 
and with the people.. ^ • 

386. Do the Chinese 'government recognize the Company’s 


381. Practically, what effect lias this regularity in the do- 22 Feb. 1830 
nmnd for tea produced upon the price of it ? — It certainly keeps 
lip the quality relatively to the price. . 
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22 Feb. 1830. Factory as a respectable and more official body of persons than 

any otlier persons in China? — They consider and treat them in 

a manner very different from the treatment which they show tb 
other Europeans. They have done, in respect to the Company’s 
representatives, what they never did in respect to any other 
traders ; they have admitted them to personal conferences on 
equal terms. In ^le year 1814, 1 was at all the conferences 
which were conducted by Sir George Staunton, to which tlie 
Mandarins came in full state, and met us as equals to all intents 
and purposes. 1 have myself been engaged in personal inter- 
changes of visiti^ with the Mandarins on friendly terms. They 
would not certainly adopt such a mode of conduct towards other 
Europeans at Canton, in my opinion. 

387. Do you conceive that the throwing open the trade to 
China would extend the consumption of British goods there ?•— 
My opinion is decidedly that it v\ ould diminish that consump- 
tion. , The importation of European goods by the Americans, 
of which so much has been said in this country, appears on 
examination, not to have exceeded one-fourth of the quantity 
imported by the Company and their officers : the average seems 
to have been about 800,000 dollars^ while the latest average of 
the Company is about £800,000 sterling ; and 1 should ascribe 
this actually small quantity cn the part of the Americans (al- 
though that has been very much exaggerated in England) to 
two or three plain reasons. In regard*to the Company’s officers, 
they pay no freight^ and they also pay a very small insurance, in 
consequence of the superior character of the ships ; and they 
can accordingly afford to introduce European manufactures 
cheaper than the Americans. In regard to the Company, they 
have thought it necessary, on account of the clamour raised in 
this coi^jtry, to submit to actual losses ; and it is not likely that 
individuals w'ould, from any patriotic motives, endure the sanie 
losses. 

388. What obstacles exist, in your opinion, to the increased 
consumption of B^tish goods throughout the empire of China ? 
— I would first ^at^ the anti-commercial spirit of the Chinese, 
which Ipads them to charge heavy duties on foreign importations^ 

, For iilsxance, the duty on i^ooUens is from about D. to 1«. a 
yard ; the duty on raw cotton is about 6^'. a hundred-weight ; 
and I would say, that the circumstance of British manufactures 
being generally calculated for a cold climate, while Canton is 
placed at thd* very southern extremity of China, 1,200 miles 
distant from the northern, would also be an obstacle to the con- 
sumption of British manufactures. ,Then, again, the Chinese 
have laws diret-ted against the use of strange and foreign things, 
and on all occasions involving expense, particularly such as fes- 
tivals, marriages, public and domestic occasions of rites and 
cerefnonies, they are bound to use the things which in material 
and in fashion are consonant with establidied and ancient usages : 
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and even in what they buy of u«, they buy principally those 
•things which admit of disguise ; for instance, the little demand 
they have for our white cottons is principally because they can 
dye them some other colour, and thereby hide the circumstance 
of their being foreign. 

S89. Is there only one port in China into^which foreigners are 
permitted to trade?— Only one, I have heard that the Spa- 
niards have a nominal admission to another port, that of Amoy, 
which they have been obliged to abandon from the impossibility 
of coping with the exactions of the Mandariqs. 

390. Have any efforts been made, to your knowledge, by 
British residents or other foreigners, to open a trade at other 
ports besides Canton ? — Not within my recollection. 

391. Is not the Company’s mark a passport for their goods 
from one end of China to the other? — Yes ; and in travelling 
through the country with Lord Amherst, I saw writteij up in 
Chinese characters ‘‘ Company’s cloth.” I would observe, with 
regard to the title “ Company,” that it is the only respectable 
term which the Chinese apply to foreigners ; they generally call 
them by names which are scarcely to be repeated : the original 
Chinese expression, Koong-sze, means a body of public func- 
tionaries. 
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392. What is your opinion with relation to what would occur 
to goods not having the^Company’s mark upon them, as far as 
the interior trade was concerned?— They certainly would not 
have that passport. 

393. Are you in possession of any information as to tlie man- 
ner in which the Americans purchase their long ells and other 
cloths which they procure from this coimtry ? — I am not so well 
acquainted with what occurs in England on that subject. 

What has been the suefeess of the free trade of the 
Americans and others with China ; has it been a beneficial trade 
or otherwise ? — I understand it has produced bankruptcy to a 
very considerable extent in America, whic’:^ a circumstance 
referred to in the President’s message* to degress. He said 
.that the principal defalcations in the American revct^e had 
arisen in the department of the customs, from the bankniptcies 
which occurred among those engaged in the Eastern trade ; and 
that the best way to guard the government from such Josses in 
future was to give it the first claim against the estates of its in- 
solvent debtors. • 

395. Has the American consul any control over his country- 
men at Canton ? — He ha& not a great deal of control over his 
countrymen ; he seems to be simply a commercialo fficer. 

396. Is any deference or respect paid to him^y the Chinese 
authorities ? — Very little indeed. Tlie Chinese do not under- 
stand recognizing fdreign dignities and authorities. * 

397. When Admiral Drury was in China was he respected, 
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and his authority acknowledged by the Chinese authorities?— 
No ; they treated him, in fact, with the greatest contempt, 
which in some measure occasioned him to lose his temper, and 
to behave with what I should call imprudence. 

398. Are you aware of an order from the Admiralty to pro- 
hibit any British man-of-war from going to the Chinese seas, 
unless under circumstances of the greatest necessity, such as 
want of water ?— Yes ; and I believe that order was made speci- 
fically in consequence of the mischief that had been produced 
by men-of-war going to China. 

399. Were you in China at the time of the occurrence re- 
ferred to ?— I was not in China at the period of Admiral Drury's 
stay there ; but I was in China during very similar mischiefs, 
which occurred in the case of Captain O’Brien, in 1814. Cap- 
tain Richardson’s case also occurred during the period of my 
service, though 1 was not actually on the spot at the time. 

400. Are the British seamen in the Company’s ships under 
better control than other seamen who come in other ships ? — 
Decidedly. There is a species of police established at Canton 
by the Company ; a circumstance that has arisen out of the 
exigencies of the case, in consequence of the mischief that 
resulted from the sailors coming up without sufficient control to 
Canton, where they gave occasion to several homicides. A 
most efHcient system of police has been established on the spot, 
with reference to British seamen, constituting the commodore, 
or senior officer of the Company’s ships (the Company’s presi- 
dent is the chief), a sort of magistrate, with perfect control 
over the men, and the power of sending them down to the 
ships, or of punishing them when they deserve it. 

4.01. Do you consider that if the trade was thrown open to 
ships of all descriptions, there^ could be a control over the §ca^ 
men similar to that which is exercised over the Company’s own 
sailors ? — I should think that neither the officers nor the men 
could be under the same control as in the Company's ships ; 
because these cq;: Jliuite a sort of approximation to the footing 
of men-of-war, and therefore the discipline in their case is 
certaiui;/ less lax than on bo^rd j^rivate ships. 

402. Is there not a great trade from the ports of India to 
China ? — ^Very large. 

403. What class of persons navigate those ships which are 
called country ‘-ships? — The men are chiefly Lascars. 

404. Arc they under pretty good control ?— They are under 
the Company’s control entirely ; perhaps less so tlion their own 
ships, but stillliunder the Company’s control. 

405. Ckn any ship go from India to China without a license 

from ^the Company ? — I fancy they are licensed by the local 
governments. • 

406. Does not that give an authority to tlie local govern- 
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ments to place, in some measure, under the control of the 22 Feo. 18*^0. 

Company’s autliorities in China the sailors who navigate those jT^am 
ships ? - The captains, sign a penalty band, obliging themselves ' 
to conform to the orders of the Select Committee. 

407. Have you been in any of the Company’s settlements in 
India ?— I have not visited them. 

408. Will you explain to the Committee in what way the 
contracts are made of tea, and also the sales of woollen goods, 
with the Hong merchants ?— With regard to the woollen goods, 
the merchants have a decided objection to them ; and they cer- 
tainly incur n heavy loss on some of them ; they accordingly 
take them from the Company only because they are obliged. 

They take them in shares, proportioned to the quantity of con- 
tract teas which each of them supplies to the Company ; and 
they take a considerable portion of them only because the Com- 
pany obliges them. I have seen accounts which evidently 
proved that the merchants were severe losers by the buik of the 
woollens, particularly the long-ells. With regard to the teas, 
the contracts are made annually about the month of February 
for the ensuing season f and they do not extend to the whole 
of the intended investment, but perhaps to about two-thirds of 
it, the remainder being left to be supplied from the offers which 
may be made after the contracts have been filled. 

409. Have the Conipany the first offer of all the black teas 
that are grown in China ? — I believe they have of all. 

410. How do they stand with relation to the green teas? — 

The bulk of the green teas are also offered to them in the first 
instance. There are one or two very peculiar descriptions of 
tea, small in quantity, which they Jo not import ; the young 
hyson, 1 think, is one suited particularly to the Gkintincntal 
and American trades. • 

411. Is it your opinion that an increased supply of teas could 

be raised to supply any indefinite demand in China ? — I should * 
think that as the quantity increased, the quality would deterio- 
rate. The quantity might be increased, p&bably, very consi- 
derably beyond what it is at present ; but experien^ej|ias shown 
that it is impossible to keep tbc quality up in proporl^n as thp 
quantity of this produce or manufacture increases. We have 
found several of the best species of black tea almost vanish, as 
the whole demand of the Company has increased ; and the im- 
portations of the Company into England, so &r from starving 
the market, have so much over-supplied it, that there has been 
considerablj’^ above a million annually rejected at their sales at 
the upset price. (f 

412. Do you know how many years it tak^ to tiring the tea 
plant to maturity? — I cannot speak very posiftvely on that sub- 
ject ; but 1 should think, as it is a shrub, tw^ or f;hree years 
would be necessary, or more. 
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413 Has there not been very pressing orders ^from the 
Directors to the supercargoes, when you were in China, to^^ 
send an increased supply of twankay tea? — Yes. 

414. Has there not been a difficulty in obtaining that article? 
—I believe there has. 


415. Was there any limitation of price fixed, or was it 
ordered to be bought if it could be bought at all ?— It was, I 
fancy, to be purchased at any rate. It was stated as being much 
in demand at home. 


416. With respect to the many foreigners who are at Canton, 
do you suppose that the acknowledged authority of the Com- 
pany’s representatives is advantageous to them ?— I should 
think in two respects, politically and commercially : politically, 
they have certainly preserved foreigners from the degradation 
to which they would have been reduced by the haughty dispo- 
sition and conduct of the Chinese government; they have 
stemmed that torrent : and, commercially, they have certainly 
kept down the prices of teas. 

417. What effect would, in your opmion, be produced, poli- 
tically speaking, by the Company being divested of their ex- 
clusive privileges in the eyes of the Chinese ?— They would 
undoubtedly lose in the eyes of the Chinese. The Chinese 
would infer that they had abused the trust confided in them ; 
and, in fact, they must n^essarily lose aU the advantages which 

• tliey at present possess, for they would entirely lose their 
present character. 

418. That is, the Company would lose?— The Company 

would lose, and also British subjects, as the Company represent 
British subjects. ^ 

419. Wbuld private merchants, trading to China, receive the ^ 
same protection as they now do,» under the wing of the Com- 
pany’s representatives ? — I should say they would be reduced 
to the level of the subjects of other nations who frequent 
China. 

420. What prot€etiob*do you suppose that foreigners now 
receive frpnii the acknowledged authority of the Company ? — I 
would sa^that they have derived a gtnerai advantage, from 
the character of Europeans in general having been kept up in 
the eyes of the Chinese ; for the Chinese cannot draw those 
distinctions which we do ; they consider all nations wearing hats 
and coats to belohg to one general class, of which they certainly 
acknowledge the English to be the head. 

421. Have the Company’s representatives extended their pro- 
tection over foreigners whenever they have had an opportunity ? 
Have they iftterf&'ed as far as they could, to support the rights 
of other nations, liuropean and American ?— No particular in- 
stance dccuics to me, at present, of their haying done so. 

422. In the case of the murder of a Chinese by im American, 
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were you in^ China at that time ? — I was not in China. I have 22 Feb. ia30. 

, heard that there was some disposition to take the poor man s — 
part displayed by individual British subjects, but that the 
Chinese would not have any thing to say^to them. 

423. Have you any means of knowing in what way any con- 
templated change of system is viewed by the Chinese, par** 
ticularly by the Hong merchants, and by axiyk of the constituted 
authorities ? — The Hong merchants would have reason to re- 
joice in a change, if viewed in regard to their gain ; for they 
would certainly be able to do with private traders what they 
cannot do with the Company; they would dictate prices to 
individuals; while at present, on the contrary, the Company 
dictate prices to them. But they would not, 1 fancy, willingly 
purchase this advantage at the heavy risk which they would 
incur, in the event of the trade being opened, arising from their 
responsibile character. They are responsible for the acts of all 
Europeans ; they are security for the ships : and the risks of fine 
and imprisonment, and even of corporal punishment, arising to 
themselves, from the acts of private merchants and their sailors, 
would be so great, that they would not willingly purchase the 
advantage of trading with foreigners gener^ly on superior 
grounds to those which they at present enjoy, at the price of 
the risks which they would incur both of the person and of the 
pocket. 

424. What is the Cdhimittee to understand by the Hong 
merchants being security for the acts of private merchants? — 

The Chinese government will not deal with any ship till some 
Hong merchant has consented to be answerable for the con- 
duct of every individual in that ship. In the case of private 
ships, much delay has arisen from n(^ Hong merchant being 
willing to become security, while each of them in 4iis turn 
feadily becomes security for the Company’s ships as they arrive ; 
with the exception, I would add, of the chief Hong merchant. 

His more numerous avocations, as representing the whole Hong, 
and as conducting the affairs of the whole Hong in their official 
intercourse with the local government, dad him to petition the 
Company to be exempted from this duty of beinc security 

‘ for their ships. They call him inb their language, tne^eneral 
merchant; that is,, the principal organ of official intercourse* 
between the local government and foreigners ; and on account 
of the time and attention which this required from* him, he 
petitioned to be exempted from the lousiness of being security 
for the ships. He was exempted on that ground, when he had 
explained to their satisfaction the reasons of his application. 

425. Can you state in what year that exemption took place ? 

— think it was in the end of 1827, or the begiining«of 1828. 

426. Were you rightly understood to »at the Chinese 
object to foreigners^ and particularly to the En^ish, on account 
of their power being* in the neighbourhood of the Chinese 
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22 Feb. 1830. empire ? — I would not say o^ect ; I would say tAat they are - 

. more inclined to jealous of the English, and of course ort that 

./. Davuy account, on account oi^ the English having got so much political 
influence in Nepaul, as well as in Ava; 

427. Were you rightly understood to say, that the Company 
are preferred because they do not smuggle, and on account of 
the greatness of tkeir trade ? — Certainly ; those circumstances 
must raise them in the estimation of the Chinese. 

428. Is not the smuggling generally and chiefly carried on 
through the country-trade ships from India to China ? — I should 
say through the ' country trade and the Americans : both the 
country traders and Americans smuggle opium. 

429. Do the country-trade ships receive licenses from the local 
governments in India ? — To the best of my knowledge they do ; 
but 1 cannot speak to that as coming within the immediate range 
of my own knowledge. 

430! Are the Chinese aware that those country ships come 
under the license of the East-India Company from India to 
China P' — They regard them generally as British ships, and they 
do not trouble themselves further. ' 

431. Do they consider them as under the authority of the 
East-India Company ?-*Not farther than as British subjects. 
They cannot consider them as so immediately under the autho- 
rity of the Company as the Company’s own ships are. 

432. Do not the country-trade ships give bonds to the East- 
India Company?— I believe they give bonds to the East-Indian 
governments at the Presidencies from which they sail. 

433. In the event of any misconduct on board of one of the 
country ships, to whonpi would the complaint of the Chinese 
authorities be addressed ? — It would be addressed to the British 
chief, if that occurrence happened within the river ; but we do 
not recognize the country ships that stay outside of the river, 
which do not enter the river at all, but lurk amongst the islands 
for the purpose of smuggling opium. 

434. You stated thhf the price of freight on tea from China 
to England is about a pound ; and you stated that the price 
of frei^nt from China to CaifSEid% was about Id, per pound : can 
you explain the reason of the diiference between the rate of 
height of tea from China to Canada, and the rate from China to 
England ? — In the first place, the high freight of the Company’s 
ships to China arises from their being a superior class of vessels ; 
and the high charge on the tea arises from more of the freight 
being laid on the teas, that is, upon tjie homeward cargo, than 
upon the cargo toutward. 

435. Is hot itVrue, that a different class of ships is employed 
in the trade betvieen Canton and Canada than that which is em- 
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partly froiti the shipping being of a superior class ; it arises, 
secondly, from a larger proportion of the high freight being 
chai^ged upon the tea that cormes home tp England, that on the 
British manufactures that go out; 

436. Did the calculations you made of Id. per poun^ for 
freight embrace the £9 or £10 per ton, which you calculate 
those ships to cost ? — 1 take one-half of thcPfreight charged for 
the voyage, assuming the freight paid to be £9 or £10 per ton. 

437. During your residence in China, have you had occasion 
to know that the £ast-India Company has exported a consider- 
able quantity of Sycee silver, that is pure silver, from Canton ? 
—No, 1 cannot call to mind any single instance of that within 
my service, nor before it. 

438. Are you aware of their having exported bullion in any 
other shape ? — I believe they did once within the seventeen years 
that I have been in their service. 

• 

439. Was it in any considerable quantity ? — It is so long ago 
(I do not think it is within the last twelve or thirteen years), and 
1 cannot speak to the qusiptity. 

440. Is not the export of bullion in any shape strictly prohi- 
bited by the laws of China ?— It is ; but the Company, of course, 
when they did export that quaptity, applied for and obtained 
a regular license. • 

441. The Committee are to understand that the Company did 
apply for and did obtain a license from the Chinese government 
for the exportation of that bullion ? — I was not in the Committee 
at the time ; but 1 should certainly say that they did apply for 
and obtain that license. In fact, I can speak to their actually 
having applied for and received such a^icense, when tbey have 
exported bullion. 

442. Are you aware that, with respect to a considerable quan- 

tity of the opium which is smuggled into Ciiina, tlie chests in 
which the opium is contained bear the Company’s mark ? — I 
never saw a chest of opium in my life,*aQd therefore 1 cannot 
apeak to it. * ^ 

443. As a member of the Select Committee, have yoMot had 

occasion to know officially that a considerable quantity of that 
opium was sold by the East-India Company’s authority in India, 
and a license granted to British subjects to carry it to China? 
—We cannot possibly be ignorant of that. •The Company 
enjoys a monopoly of the growth of opium in India, and there- 
fore they must be the sellers of it ; but 1 am confident the Chi- 
nese are perfectly ignorant of a circumstance wUch is foreign to 
dieir empire. / • 

444. Are the Committee to understand that the members of 
the Select Committee are cognizant of the fact iiat that contra- 
band article is brought to China under tlie license of the East- 
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India Company’s governments in India ? — They canifot be igno- 
rant of a fact so generally notorious to Englishmen. 

445. Can you state how many of the Company’s and China 
ships were captured during the late war ? — That 1 cannot state. 
Whajiever may have been the number, it all occurred long pre- 
vious ic^my entering the service. 

446. Do not you^think that an increased demand for tea at 
Canton would naturally tend to produce an improvement in the 
quality of the article ? — I should say, from the experience of the 
])ast, that an increased demand for tea would produce a decided 
deterioration of quality. 

447. On what grounds do you form that opinion? — Entirely 
from the circumstance of its being a very delicate produce, re- 
quiring a peculiar soil and climate and situation ; and that in 
proportion as the quantity manufactured is increased, and par- 
ticularly if the demand is rapid, the quantity that is hastily pro- 
duced,^ in order to meet that rapid increase of demand, invari- 
ably produces a deterioration in the quality. 

448. 'Since when has it been deteriorated ?— Since the de- 
mand has been increased, I have betore stated tiiat the Com- 
pany’s tonnage had in the last ten years increased on the average 
5,000 tons per annum, when compared with the nine years pre- 
ceding that period. 

449. From the experience you have Kad travelling in China, 
can you inform the Committee whether the profession of a mer- 
chant is not looked upon as of a very inferior nature ? — I should 
say, that though by the institutions of the country it is generally 
considered as inferior to that of scholars and some others, yet 
still that in China, as in every other part of the world, wealth 
must caivy with it a very considerable share of consideration ; 
and that the circumstance of wealth in the Hong merchants 
(who also possess some official character) gives tliem a certain 
degree of respectability and consideration, even among the 
officers of their own government : so much ao, that 1 remember 
Sir George Staunton, rafter the discussions of 1814, which he 
conducted personally, and at which I was present, told me that 
he was^rabsequently invited jto meet one of those Mandarins at 
dinner, at the house of a Hong merchant. , So much mfluence 
has wealtli, even in China, in conducing to respectability. 

450. Is the American consul himself personally engaged in 
trade ? — 1 should think it is the only source from which he can 
derive a livelihood ; for I believe he receives no salary whatever. 

451. Do you consider the Hong merchants generally to be 
wealthy men ?-^Decidedly ; I should say that those who have 
escaped ruin fi^im the illicit trade must be wealthy men. I 
would hardly n^ke any exception at present. 

45^. How nfjmy are those who have escaped that ruin ? — 
There arc at present seven, and I think there were ten. I 
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vrould say Uiat generally they arc wealthy mea, and one or two 
of them men of incalculable wealth ; nobody knows how rich 
Howqua is. 

453. Are you able to state whetlier it is not a fact that it is 

contrary to court etiquette for a merchant to be admitted into 
the Imperial presence at all ? — I am not aware of any $u{Sh re- 
gulation of the government. ^ 

454. How were the supercargoes designated in the edict issued 
by the Viceroy of Canton ? — The term generally used is Koong- 
szc, as I mentioned before, “ a body of public functionaries.” 

455. Can you state the probable amount of the tonnage em- 
ployed ill the country trade carried on between India and China, 
with reference to the Company’s tonnage ? — The report on the 
table speaks to that fact: it is nearly equal, at all events, to that 
of the Company. It arises, not from there being so laige a 
quantity of tonnage actually employed, but from the quickness 
of the returns, and from the comparative smallness of distance 
enabling one ship to make two voyages in the year. 

45G, I?, that trade carried on without the intervention or as- 
sistance of the Company’s servants at Canton at all? — A very 
large portion of it consists of smuggling trade, and therefore 
must be entirely out of the Company’s cognizance. 

157. The question refers to ihe country trade carried on at 
(Canton, of which no portion is a smuggling trade ? — That con- 
''ists principally of cotton. 

458. Is that trade carried on without the intervention or as- 
sistance of the Company’s servants at all ? — I should say not, 
inusitiuch as that trade has derived very important advantage and 
assistance from the Company’s Factory in the course of time. 

459. In what respect has it received the protectwn of the 
•Factory? — There was an attac];: made by the Chinese upon the 

privileges and trade of foreigners generally, in the year 1814. 
Tlie Company then made a stand ; and I conceive that they 
gained advantages which necessarily extended to the country 
trade, as well as to the Company’s. • • 

460. Is it not the fact, that all the sales of the cargoes im- 
ported from India to Canton, and the purchase of^i^rns, are 
conducted by the supcrcargoeS on account of the country Iradff 
in direct communication with the Chinese merchants, without 
any interference or assistance from the Company’s servants 
whatever ?— Certainly, we do not interfere wjtlx their arrange- 
ments with the Hong merchants. 

461. Do you know whether the American trade is not carried 
on in the same way, namely, that the Americas merchants have 
direct communication with the Chinese aulioritics and the 
Chinese merchants, without the interference 0 | assistance of the 
Company’s servants ? — With the Chinese aut|orities they have 
endeavoured to obtahi an intercourse^ but have been denied it, 
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22Feb. IH30. except through the medium of the Hong raerchaijts. They 
— are ordered by the Chinese government, if they have any thing 
, 7 . F. Dams, jq tQ send a petition in English to the Hong merchants, 
which petition the Hong merchants are to translate into Chinese. 
The disadvantage of such a medium of communication as the 
Hong^ merchants is this, that, in the first place, they have in- 
terests decidedly contrary to those of the petitioning foreigners ; 
and secondly, that they dare not, in their communication with 
their own government, urge points, or use expressions which 
foreigners would urge and which foreigners would use, could they 
write their petition themselves. The Americans have been en- 
gaged, in a great measure, in the illegal trade with what arc called 
the outside shopmen, in express contravention of the laws of the 
Chinese empire ; and the government repeatedly interfered to put 
a stop to it, in consequence probably of the defalcations of revenue, 
and the ruin of the Hong merchants which ensued therefrom. 
They have interfered three or four times since I have been in 
the service. 

462. Was not that interference on the part of the Chinese 
government at the request of the Factory ? — Certainly not. 

463. ‘Do you know the date of the last interference? — The 
last was shortly before I left the country. 

464. Were you in Canton in 1828 ? — Yes, I was. 

465. With respect to the country trade, are the Committee 
to understand that a trac{e, equal in amount of tonnage to the 
trade carried on by the East-lndia Company, is carried on under 
the British fiag to China now, without any interference or in- 
tervention of the Select Committee as regards the commercial 
intercourse between the supercargoes of those ships and the 
Chinese merchants at Canton? — Except as regards the occa- 
sional protection which tlie Committee have found it necessary 
to extend to the British trade in^general in cases of exigency.. 

466. Can you state any of those cases? — I speak particularly 
^ in relation to the year 1814, when a stand was made against 

the Chinese in favour of British subjects generally. 

467. Do you think ihat trade could be carried on with the 

same security, if it had not the protection of the Factory?—! 
should S 2 y fiot. « 

468. Are you aware of a proclamation issued by the Can- 
ton government in 1814, regulating the trade between the 
shopmen and the Americans, on a petition for that purpose ? — 
No ; I recollect a proclamation oenying what the Americans 
petitioned for. There was a proclamation about certain trifiiing 
and worthless articles ; but this was so«perfect]y futile, that the 
Americans petitfoned for a set of regulations, which should 
admit the shopmen to trade in staple articles of commerce. 
Those allowed wre mere mats, shoes, &c. and articles of con- 
sumpticn, whicl^are permitted to be sold to the sailors and 
foreigners genemlly for the supply of their* occasional wants. 
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469. Are^not all cotton goods and silk goods included in 22 Feb. 18 30. 

the last proclamation ? — If I recollect right, they were all ex- 

eluded. The ultimate result of the American petition was, to F.Vavis, 
be refused those articles which they applied for. 

470. You mentioned that there were very heavy duties on the 
importation of foreign goods ; are there any internal duties on 
transit? — Very considerable ones, which necessarily add to the 
sale price of the articles that are the subjects of that transit. 

47 J. Are those fixed and knowo,.or are they variable? — 

They arc so entirely connected with the internal administration 
of the empire, that it is not easy to obtain accurate information 
regarding them. 

472. Is it easy to pass the goods, or are any obstacles 
thrown in the way ? — There are no further obstacles than those 
which arise from the bar that this transit duty forms to the 
consumption of the article, by increasing its price. 

473. Is there any means of knowing what the rates of duties 
arc? — Yes; they have been stated and calculated accoitling to 
the information obtained by a former tea-inspector of the Com- 
pany. The document is ^available. 

474. Has this system of transit duties been increasing of 
late years ?— I have no means of ascertaining that point ; but I 
believe they are very heavy. 

475. Have they beei^of late years increased or diminished ? — 

I have not heard of their being either increased or diminished. 

476. Do you know how the duties are collected? — That also 
forms a portion of the internal administration of the empire, 
with which we have few means of becoming acquainted. 

477. You have stated that the smuggling trade has increased 
very much of late years ; has that in leased at the same time 
wi^h the system of internal duties ? — The increase of fhe smug- 
gling trade has been chiefly with reference to opium, which can 
have no connexion with duties, being altogether contraband. 

478. Is there not a very considerable smuggling trade in • 
other articles imported into China from Europe ?— I believe 
that a great deal has been smuggled into Chinsi. 1 know in- 
stances where the articles have been detected, and % heavy fine 
has been imposed^ upon the Hong merchant who sSbfired thg 
ship, while of course the importing European has suffered the 
loss of his goods. 

479. Have the Hong merchants themselves taken part in the 
smuggling trade ? — Far from it ; t&ey were *8old, not to the 
Hong merchants, but to outside shopmen. 

480. You were understood to state that spmc of the Hong 
merchants have been ruined by their mixing vjith the smuggling 
trade ? — Not at all ; they have been ruined py th*e smuggling 
trade. They pay heavy duties and exactions to the government, 
on account of the advantages which their sitinition affords them 
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. trade must necessarily be carried on by persons who do not pay 
those heavy exactions, and who in fact frequently . evade the 
regular duties, they must necessarily be ruined by the extension 
of such a course of transactions. 

481. Do all the English manufactures imported into China 
by the Company pass through the fair trade ?.— Certainly. 

482. Have you any means of judging what proportion of the 
whole imports into China consist of the smuggling trade?— It is 
impossible to say exactly how much, because tlie smuggling 
is secret, and therefore not so open to investigation ; but with 
regard to opium, wc know that the amount of the annual impor- 
tation into China is upwards of 10,000,000 of dollars. . 

483. Taking what information you have, should you say that 
one-half, or two-thirds of the whole importation of foreigners 
into China is surreptitious? I should say that it is very likely 
that one-half may be surreptitious, taking the value, not the 
bulk, because it is the most valuable articles in proportion to 
their bulk which are the most likely to be smuggled. Bulky 
articles*, such as raw cotton, can hardly be the subjects of sniug- 
gling. 

484. You have spoken of the Company’s Factory making 
what you call a stand upon certain occasions ; in wdiat way is 
that stand made? is it by abstaining frojn dealing and trading? 
— The Company turned ,upon the Chinese their own favourite 
weapon. The Chinese had a mode of resorting to the stoppage 
of all communication ; and in the the year 1814 the Company, 
with very great effect, tried the same measure upon the Chinese, 
and found it perfectly successful. 

485. That is to say, t\x3 Chinese were not able to withstand 
the abstaKiing from trading with them for any length of time ? > 
— They gave up the point at last. 

486. You threatened the stopping of the trade, and that 
. threat brought them to their senses ? — The measure of stopping 

the trade gained for the Company all the points for which they 
contended. " ^ 

487. Cai}.« you slate how long the trade was stopped upon 
that occS^on ?— I have not the dates in my rpcollection ; but it 
was for a considerable period. 

488. Did that stand, which you represent to have been made, 
create any considerable distress in China? — No, it could not 
produce much distress among the people for the time ; but it 
produced considerable embarrassment to the government, from 
the delay of the duties. It gained fdr the Company two or 
three most impoilant immunities and rights. Among the im- 
munities may be ytated, that of exemption from inquisitorial 
visitations from tf e Chinese Mandarins at tl\e Factory. They 
had been lately aiibjcct to every kind of dnsult in that way, 
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and they gaiicd an exemption froin it. With regard to the 
privileges which they gained, the most important one was that 
of direct communication with the government in the written 
character of the country, under sealed cover, and without any 
interference on the part of the Hong merchants. 

489. Are the Committee to understand, that prior to the 
year 1814, the period at which the stand waa made, the Com* 
pany carried on their trade without the privilege to which you 
attach so much importance, of commonicating directly in the 
Chinese character ? — No, they did not altogether ; but it had 
been frequently disputed ; and it was in the year 1814 that the 
Chinese particularly endeavoured to deprive them of it. They 
contended i'or the retention of this privilege, and gained a final 
confirmation of it in writing. 

490. How many gentlemen are there in the Factory that can 
speak Chinese ? — Perhaps half a dozen. 

491. Sufficiently to hold conversation with the natives ?— I 
should think so ; and some of them to write the character. 

492. Were you in any provinces where the tea is cultivated ? 
— Lord Amherst’s embassy did not pass through the principal 
tea provinces, which are Fokicn and Tche-Kiang. We passed, 
however, through some where it is partially cultivated. 

493. Are not the provinces where the tea is cultivated, very 
populous districts ? — Veity populous. 

494. Is it not cultivated by a great number of small proprie- 
tors ? — 1 should think that nearly all the landed proprietors 
in China must be small, from the mode in which property 
descends. They have, I believe, something like the law of 
descents in France, which generally divides the property pretty 
nearly among the children, and therefore the cultivat(\i;s must 
oomp gradu^ly to be persons of small property. 

495. Is not it cultivated rather by what we should call cot- 

tagers in gardens, than upon a great scale ? — I should think the 
immediate cultivators are persons of small property ; but the 
tea-men, as they arc called, those who wploy the cultivators 
in performance of the contracts made at Canton, -are persons 
of generally large capital. • 'V • 

496. Altogether, •do you think there is any considerable po- 
pulation engaged in the cultivation of teas ? — ^It must neces- 
sarily be so in the production of the commodity, because the 
manufacture of tea necessarily involvps so larg^ a quantity of 
human labour. * 

497. Did you ever hear^any estimate how many millions were 
supported by that trade?* No; all our statistical information 
with regard to China must be very vague indee Z. • 

498. Can you state what intermediate contrretors there are 
between the cultivators of the tea-plant and the tiong merdiiant ? 
—The intermediate contractors are called the tea-men, who at 
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the commencement of every year/ about the month of February, 
make their arrangements with the Hong merchants, in reference 
to the supply of the succeeding season* 

4*99. You are understood to say, that the persons whom you 
call the tea-men go into the country and buy the tea of the 
small proprietors, but they are not the advancers of the capital 
which is reauir^ for the cultivation of this tea? — I must 
repeat, that all our knowledge of details in the interior of China 
must be extremely vague ; and what 1 have said as to the small- 
ness of individual property, in reference to those cultivators, is 
in fact chie% a surmise of my own, deduced from the mode of 
descent in China. 


500. To what do you ascribe the circumstance, that the 
Factory know so little of the interior of the country ? — Because 
they are confined to a small corner of the empire, and their 
knowledge cannot be so great as if they had access to several 
points of it. 

501. Do you suppose that those with whom you deal pur- 
posely keep you in ignorance, or that they themselves arc 
unabie to acquaint you ? — I believe the Chinese themselves are 
generally ignorant of statistical matters; they either have not 
the curiosity, or they do not possess the means of informing 
themselves. 

502. How long has the trade in British manufactures been 
a losing trade on the part of the Company ? — I think the re- 
turns will show for a very considerable period. 

503. You know that fact from having seen the accounts ? — 
Yes. 


604*. Have you any doubt of it ? — I have no doubt that they 
have loct in the long-run very considerably. 

505. Does it continue to baa losing trade, or Ims it improved 
in that respect ? — 1 fancy that the Company have got a more 
fair return for some of their articles of importation, in conse- 
quence of having diminished the quantity. The prices have 
experienced very great depression at Canton, in consequence 
of the importations of the Americans. 

506t 'Would not that circTim|tance have continued the depres- 
sion of your profits rather than have increased the prices ? — 1 
would not say that the Company have gained more^ but that they 
have losl less, in consequence of finding it necessary to diminish 
the supply. <1 

507. Have tlie Factory always considered it as a losing 
trade, which was carried on rather tOeSatisfy the people of Eng- 
land than for }^ny profit to be derived from it ? — Decidedly ; 
and 1 would a^, that the quantity imported by the Americans 
has not been /more than about one-fourth of the quantity 
impoi'fed by tlfe Company and their officers, for the reason 1 
have already stated,'— that the officers *can afford to import 
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British manufactures at a cheaper rate, and that the Company S 2 Feb. 1830. 
have submitted to losses which cannot be expected from ^ 
private merchants, from any feeling of regard for the manufac- * ' 
turers of the goods. 

608. Of course, as this lias been a losing trade, you have not 
felt yourselves bound to extend it ?— We have extended it, and 
in fact kept it up to a point which private merchants could not 
have kept it to, in consequence of our influence over the mer- 
chants, causing them to take the gdods, though they lost by 
some of them. 

509. Of course, therefore, the merchants that arc forced to 

take the goods, must put that loss upon some other part of their 
dealing with the Company ? — Possibly upon the teas. Such a 
trade as that cannot be considered as advantageous to the 
Company ; but the Company have, I believe, continued it to a 
certain extent, in deference to public opinion, or rather in con- 
sequence of the public clamour. « 

510. Do you suppose that the American who has carried on 
that trade has been induced to do it from any other circumstance 
than finding it profitable^-—! believe it will be shown that the 
American importations have fallen off lately; and, in fact, the 
great bulk of their importations has been in bullion ; and I con- 
clude that, if they had found the trade in woollens profitable, it 
would have been much more extensive than it has been, vie. 
one-fourth of the Company's. 

511 • Have you not every reason to suppose that that portion 
which they do carry on, whatever it may be, must be profitable ? 

— I should argue that it was not profitable, from the fact that 
very large failures and ruin have attended the American trade. 

512. Have you any other facts to prove tliat, except the pas- 
*6age you referred to in the President’s speech ? — Merely that 
sort of knowledge which one gains in conversation and by 
reading. 

513. If it can be shown to you in evidence, that the Ameri- 
can is making a profit of from 20 to SO^r cent, upon manufac- 
tures sent out, while the Company have, according to your own 
statement, been carrying on^gefierally a losing tr^cFin this 
article of manufacture, would it not be a satisfactory proof to* 
you that the private trader has had some better means of dis- 
posing of his goods than the Company's Factory ? — Certainly, 
in relation to that particular article : 4he thing speaks for itself. 

514. You state, that great advantage is derived in the China 
trade from large ships in preference to small ones. Supposing 
a private trade to exist to China, is it not to b^ presumed that 
the individuals who carried on that trade for tJieir Own benefit 
would select the sort of ships which carried oi^ the trade to the 
best advantage ?— That is quite a spccmlativelquestionT and 1 
cannot sp^ak tp the result of the experiment. 

L 
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515. Are you aware whether the Americans have increased 
the size of their ships lately am not aware of that. 

516. Do not the Dutch and other Europisan states also carry 
on some trade with China? — The Dutch have had three or four 
ships in China within the last three or four years. 

517. Do they act through a factory, or in what manner do 
they transact their business? — They have lately established a 
consulate. 

518. Do not those who trade between Holland and China 
cany on their business at the place, without any particular con- 
trol from any company or factory?— I am not exactly aware 
that they arc under any particular control, beyond that exer- 
cised by their consul. 

519. Have tliey, within your recollection, got into any diffi- 
culties with the Chinese authorities or government ? — It is only 
very lately that they have resumed their trade they were thrown 
out of by the war, and they have only resumed it lately ; in 
fhet, displaced the Americans in the supply of Holland. 

520. Are you aware that the Dutdi formerly carried on all 
their trade through the Dutch East-lndia Company ? — I believe 
they did. 

521. Have you heard from the merchants, or from any per- 
sons carrying on that trade at present, any expression of 
opinion, that the trade was now carrying on to any disadvan- 
tage in consequence of its being open and free ? — I believe 
there is something like an association in Holland, at present, 
for carrying on the China trade, if I am rightly informed. 

522. Are you aware that, though it is an association, it is a 
free assc\ciation, and it is open to any private persons to make 
a similar one ?— It is ; but very little inference can be drawn 
from the Dutch China trade, it' being so very recent. 

523. But you are not aware of any difficulty arising from its 
present freedom ? — No specific difficulty ; they compete with 
other foreigners at Cantan. 

524. Do you know any thing about Cochin China ? — Very 

little. . 

525. Do you know whether any trade is tarried On by indi- 
viduals with Cochin China ?— I think an attempt was made by 
some Americans, which proved an litter failure. I read some- 
thing about it in the Emuburgh Review, or in the Quarterly, 
three or four years back. 

526. Has any attempt been made oi> the part of the Factory, 
to ascertain whether they could increase the commercial rela- 
tions with Cochin China, or any of those countries to which we 
have little access:?-— An attempt was made by the British Fac- 
tory, in the person of Mr. Roberts, many years ago, under the 
auspices of tlie Supreme Government, but it proved a failure. 
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527. many years ago was thatp^l cannot state, but it 
was considerably previous to my entering the service. 

528. Was it a mere trading attempt, pr was it an attempt to 
establish some relation between the governments ?— It was> 1 
believe, an attempt to establish a trade. 

, 529. You stated that the Chinese felt a peculiar jealousy 
towards the English, from their neighbouiliood in Nepaul and 
in Ava. Have any circumstances occurred, within your know- 
ledge, which led you to suppose that, or is it merely a surmise 
of your own ?— 1 think that an edict of the Emperor at about 
the commencement of the Burmese war, tended to prove that 
the Chinese were aware of such a contest having commenced, 
and that they had turned their attention towards their frontier 
in that quarter. 

530. Was there any thing in the proclamation, or in what 
occurred at the period, which proved at all distinctly that the 
Chinese government connected the operations in Ava with the 
British at Canton? — They cannot be ignorant that the British 
nation is concerned in both places. 

531. Then you imaging that they were aware that the same 
nation which was engaged in hostile operations near their 
western frontier, was connected with the Factory of merchants 
subsisting at Canton? — I should certainly think that they could 
not be ignorant of that ;*and I know very well that they are fully 
aware of the existence of our influence in Nepaul ; for a Chinese 
general was either seen or heard of as being very near, by some 
of our public functionaries, about the time of the Nepaul war. 

532. Arc you led to suppose that they connect the operations 
in Ava and Nepaul with the Factory td Canton ? — 1 think their 
pride would prevent their making such admissions to as ; but I 
led perfectly certain that they /nust be aware of our encroach- 
ment upon them on those two points. 

533. Are they aware that the persons who compose the Bri- 
tish Factory at Canton belong to the same nation ?— They cer- 
tainly have never told us in so many words. 

534. Has any thing ever occurred which leads you to con- 
clude that they distinctly coni^ct*the British Factoj^ l^ith the^ 
proceedings in Nepaul and Ava? — ^Circumstances have occur-* 
red, as already stated, which make me feel quite certain of 
their knowing that those who encroached upon them towards 
Nepaul and in Ava were the British^ and tliey must connect 
them with the British in Canton. 

535. You stated that the Chinese are incapable of distin- 
gwshing foreigners at Canton ; how comes it.* then, that they 
distinguish so particularly, in the case of the British Factory, 
its connexion with those operations on their frontier In another 
quarter ? — They eannot fail to know that thgre are sifch flags 
and such nations as Americans and JBnglish; and they cannot. 


75 

22 Feb. 1630. 
J. F. Daiix, 



76 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INPIA AFFAIRS : 


J, F, Davis, 
Esq, 


22 Fub. 1830. of course, fail to know who are the English authorities at Can- 
ton, and who are not the English authorities. 

536* Then, in point of fact, the^ do make a distinction 
between the different nations of foreigners ? — If they did not 
make any distinction, they could not treat one better than 
anotlier. Th^ are not capable of making such nice distinctions 
as we make ; for we can tell an American by his mere accent. 


537. Then you mean that they cannot distinguish between 
individuals ? — Certainly. * 

538. You stated that the American trade has been a declin- 
ing one ; for what length of time has it been declining ?— 1 
cannot go very nicely into details, but they are before the Com- 
mittee. 


539. It appears by the returns now before the Committee, 
that with the* exception of the years 1826 and 1827, it has been 
an increasing trade ? — In amount ; but in tonnage it has dimi- 
nished: and if the amount has remained nearly the same, 
while the tonnage has diminished, I would ascribe it to this 
circumstance, that tliey have given up bringing manufactures, 
which occupy a large space, and brought bullion, which occu- 
pies a small one ; that they have moreover diminished their 
purchases of tea, which occupies a large space, and bought 
silks, which occupy a smaller one in proportion to the value. I 
began, however, with stating that the documents will be a bet- 
ter authority than 1 am.* 

540. Are you acquainted with the actual amount of Ameri- 
can imports and exports for any one year ? — I only speak with 
reference to those documents which I have examined. 

541. Arc you aware qf the way in which the duties are paid 
by AmcKTican merchants upon goods brought from the east of 
the Cape of Good Hope — I have understood that the Arne 
rican government gave the traders a year’s credit for the duties 
they had to pay ; and that the trade existed to an unnatural 
extent, in consequence of the credits arising from this custom. 
That the American gpyemment has been obliged to resort to 
some remedy for its losses. 

542. Has the falling off ip the American trade been in that 
with China, or with India? — ^I speak with reference to the docu- 
ments which I have seen relating to China. 

543. Do you know the actual amount of trade in the years 
1826 and 1827? — I have,an account, I think, of 1828-9, which 
exhibits six millions and a half of dollars. 

544. You state that in your travels in China ^ou have per- 
ceived British manufactures in the interior of China ; can you 
state any particular place where you saw them ; at Pekin, for 
instance?— No ; it was only in the neighbourhood of Canton. 
We, ill fact, b^mc sensible of our approach to Canton by the 
recurrence of shops containing British manufactures. 
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545. Was it solely in the province in which Canton was 22 Feb. 1830. 
situated, that you saw Bntish manufactures exposed for sale? 

— I cannot speak to that; but it was only in the souLhempart ' 
of the empire. In fact, the recurrence of such goods was more 
frequent in proportion as we approached Canton. 

546. You stated, that it had been the earnest endeavour of 
the Company*s Factory at Canton to extend their trade, if pos* 
sible, but that they had been unable to do if ?— They have cer- 
tainly extended their trade very much in tea. 

547. Were you at Canton in September 1828?-<»1 was. 

548. Did you hear that a ship called the Meropehad returned 
to Canton after having been a voyage as high up as to Ningpo, 
having made a very profitable voyage, and converted the whole 
of her cargo to a very large extent into specie ? — It must have 
been entirely surreptitious, if she did ; and I judge that her cargo 
was opium. 

549. Do you conceive that such a thing would be possible ? 

— 1 should say very improbable, until the fact spoke for itself. 

From surmise, 1 should say it was a thing that could not easily 
occur ; but that by smuggling a ship might manage to introduce 
goods in that way. 

550. You have stated, that the Chinese government have 
issued many edicts against smuggling ; have those edicts been 
carried into force or iiq|; ?<— They certainly have, to the utmost 
capability of the weak Chinese government. 1 would say that 
they have rather shown the hostility of the Chinese government 
to the system, than that they have been very effective in sup- 
pressing it. 

551. Do you consider that smuggling has been decreased by 
them, or the contrary ?— I should sayf hat the weak and ilhorga- 
nized government of China cannot follow up its edicts l^y a cor- 
responding effectiveness ; and nhey have probably, in a great 
measure, proved unavailing. 

552. You stated, that the Americans laboured under disad- • 
vantages in their intercourse with Chinese ; what inconvenience 
can you state ever to have arisen from* the intercourse between 
the Americans, c^arried on as it is, and the Hong'merchants ?-— 

They have suffered very severe ^stress and misfort&b8, in the 
case uf a homicidd, from their want of union. 

553. In their commercial transactions, to what disadvantages 
are they subject?— -I should simply argue, from the ruin of Ame- 
rican houses engaged in Chinese conlknerce, thut the commerce 
has been a losing one. 

554. Then you have fio reason to suppose .that there is any 
difficulty whatever in the Americans carrying on their transactions 
with the Chinese in Canton, but only that the result*of the trade 
is probably a losiqg one ?— A great many inconvenienegs. They 
cannot make their grievances imown to the goremment. 
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22 Feb. 1830. 559. Have you ever known any inconvenience ariie to them 

7 ~ . from that ?— Yes ; I have known individuals attempt to commu- ' 
nicate their grievances in the written character, and. the docu- 
ment which contained that character was returned to them 
unopened* 

555. Has their trade ever been interrupted in their transactions 
with the Hong merchants ?— -Very much indeed, in the year 
1821. 

557. Has there been nny other case besides that?*- Yes ; I 
believe that very considerable delay has arisen from the prices 
demanded for th^ teas not being suited to the Americans, and 
they have been obliged to hold back for long periods. 

558. In those cases have the Hong merchants yielded ? — It 
was not with the Hong merchants that they have generally dealt, 
but principally with unlicensed people, contrary to the regula- 
tions of the government. Of course they have dealt with the 
Hong merchants occasionally, as well as with the others. 

559. In the cases to which you allude, in which, as you say, 
a sort of stand has been made, have the Americans generally 
obtained the tea at their own prices, w have they been obliged 
to come to the prices of the Chinese ? — I should think they 
must have given in, in most cases ; but 1 cannot speak witli the 
same correctness to the transactions regarding the Americans 
and Chinese as I can with regard to oua own transactions. 

560. When the Ea^t-lndia Company ship a quantity of 
woollens to China, do they send you an invoice of those goods ? 
— They do. 

561. Do they add to that the charges of freight, &c. as in a 
common mercantile transaction? — It is all calculated in the 
invoice.c. 

562. And then you turn that over into the money of the 
country ? — ^Yes, and endeavour to get the best price we can. 

I 563. Do you turn it over at the current exchange, or at the 
6s. 8d. ? — We turn it over at 6s. 8(/. a tale. 

564. Is 6s. 8</. the current exchange? — It is the value 
which ha^been settled for many years. 

. 565." How far does that calculation of 6s. 8d. vaiy from the 

real rate of exchange within your knowledge? — The rate of 
exchange, at Canton, in the case of the dollar, has been very 
fluctuating since 1 have been in the country, and has fallen 
since the war. ’ 

566. Supposing you turn over the invoice amount of goods 
into tales at th^ rate of 6s. 8d., and ^the current exchange is 
either above or below that, must it not give you a false result ? 
—The exettange of dollars is only with regard to the dealings 
of foreigners at Canton, and foreigners elsewhere. It has 
nothing to do wlJi die value of silver among the Chinese. The 
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fluctuations ia the value -of the dollar have had nothing to do 23 Feb. 1830. 
with the value of silver on the spot among the Chinese themselves. — 

567. How do you sell the woollens ; for so many tales or so ' 
many dollars ? — The woollens are generally sold in tales. 


568. Which are carried to the credit of the East-India Fac- 
tory’s account, at the rate of 6s. Sd. ? — ^Yes. 

669. Whatever be the real rate of tales' at the*time ?— The value 
of the goods in dbllars is found by turning over their price in tales 
into dollars. I still say that the fluctuations in the value of the 
dollar can have no reference to the value of money among the 
Chinese; they are simply in reference to the exchange with 
the countries to whom those foreigners wish to remit the dollars; 
it is an affair entirely between the European in China and the 
European in Europe, or elsewhere; they have no reference 
whatever to the value of the money among the natives. 

570. How do you get at the proflt and loss on these woollens, 
because the woollens are sold in tales ; how do you turn those 
tales over into English money ? — The tale is a nominal value ; 
there is no coin of that kind ; it is a weight of silver, and not 
a coin. • 


671. Why do you say that the tale varies in value? — The 
value of money must necessarily vary among the Chinese ; but 
the fluctuations in the exchange of the dollar at Canton have 
no reference whatever to flie fluctuations, in the value of money 
among the Chinese. 

672. Arc not those woollens always sold for so much money ? 
—They are sold nominally in tales. 

573. Without any reference to the return in tea?— Certainly ; 

it is not a barter transaction. • 

574. Are they generally sold to different people ? — TlJey are 

sold to all the Hong merchants, invthe same proportion in which 
those Hong merchants receive our woollens. The supply of 
tea, on the part of the Hong merchant, is proportioned to the 
quantity of our manufactures which he takes from us : and that 
is the inducement to him to take our nfdnufactures ; because 
the more he takes of our goods the more we take’ ofjiis tea. 
The tea is a gaining transaction tf hlhi. ** 

676. So that, althhugh not really a barter, it is in effect a 
barter?— No ; because we take much more of tea than .we sell 
of manufactures. 


676. Do you byy tea of any parties fo whom ybu do not sell 

woollens ?— No ; we buy tea ot all the Hong merchants, and 
we sell manufactures to all 4he Hong merchants, , The quantity 
which they take of the manufactures bears a proportion to the 
quantity of their contract teas. * 

677. Are the prices of the contract teas higher or lower gene- 
rally than that of the*tea which is bought upon tile spot?— The 
quality is superior, and therefore the price is higher. 
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CHARLES MARJORIBANKS, Esq, again called in and 
examin^. 

23 Feb. 1830. 578. Can you State the prime cost of the different sorts of tea 

~ 7 ^, , per pound paid by the Company, in any given year, at Canton ? 

C.Ma^mankst — cannot state 'from cecollection ; but the Company’s books 
^ from China will distinctly show it. The common price of 

contract congo teas, which forms the bulk of the investment, is 
25, 26, 27, 28, and 30 tales per pecul ; that is, 133^1bs. 

579. How is that price settled ; is that according to the mar- 
ket price at Canton, or according to a contract ?— -There are 
three-fiflhs of the Company’s congo teas which are contracted for 
with the Hong merchants in the previous season to the season 
in which they are delivered ; and two-ffflhs of the congo teas con- 
sist of old teas which are purchased at the conclusion of the season. 
These teas are contracted for by the Hong merchants with the tea 
merchants, the particular descriptions of teas that the Company 
require being described to them. Upon the arrival of those 
teas in Canton they are subjected uto every possible scrutiny 
which is supposed to be desirable, to ascertain their quality, 
when the prices given for them are established. 

580. Upon what rule arc the prices established ? — Upon 'the 
quality of the teas, founded on the rejiortsof the tea inspectors. 

581. Is that with reference to the price in the market at Can- 
ton ?— Not in the case of the contract teas. 

582. For what length of time are the contracts generally 
entered into ?— The contracts are concluded with the Hong 
merchants in the mont|^ of March for teas to be delivered in the 
ensuing season. 

583. Is it then an annual contract?— It is annually made. ' 

5841. Are there considerable variations in the contract from 

year to year ? — The amount quantity varies according to the 
varying demand; the prices are not fixed until the teas are de- 
livered. 

585. ^hen is it a matter of agreement between the tea in- 
spectors and the Hong mdrcl^^nts what the price of the tea 
shall be in each year ? — Not at all. It is a matter of agreement 
between the Company’s Select Committee and the Hong mer- 
chants. The reports of the tea inspectors are made to the Se- 
lect Committee : the members of that Select Committee arc 
present in the Tea Hall where those examinations take place ; 
they hear the reports of the tea inspectors, and are principally 
guided by their reports : but the tea inspector has nothing what- 
ever to d6 with the settlement of the price of tea; that rests en- 
tirely with the Committee. 

586. The s(|i;tlement of the price of tea is an annual settle- 
ment ?— It is an annual settlement, so far, that I think I stated 
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that for the teas of a certain quality and certain description, 23 Feb. 1830. 
certain prices were given. Those prices were not determined — 
according to the character of the tea given by the Hong mer- 
chant, but according to the real character which it was found to 
de^rve afler inspection. 

587 . Are those the contract teas ? — The contract teas, and 
every tea that comes in the Company’s investment ; the price 
of that is not established by any old standard, but by the reid 
merits of the tea itself. 

588 . Is that an annual settlement; and dp the prices, in 
point of fact, vary much from year to year ? — The prices do 
vary. 

589 . Do they vary considerably from year to year ? — They 

so far vary, that in some seasons we have a very good supply of 
teas, and in other seasons an inferior supply; and in tliose 
seasons, of course, the price paid for them is less. • 

590 . Can you give an Instance of the variation from year to 
year ? — No, I cannot charge my recollection ; I should be sorry 
to speak to any thing which can be shown so much more accu- 
rately by printed statements. 

591 . Do you mean that there is an invariable price for best, 
an invariable price for moderate, an invariable price fbr the in- 
ferior sort of tea, and that the only valuation in the price is ac- 
cording to the proportion which the best, the moderate, and the 
inferior bear to each other when they are brought in ?— If I 
were to endeavour to give the characters of the teas employed 
in China, I believe they would not be intelligible to this Com- 
mittee. The terms employed are foiAd useful in rating the 
qualities of the teas, and the teas that are found to deserve those 
characters are placed under thenf, and the prices given for them 
are according to the quality which it is found the tea really 
possesses. 

592 . Do you mean to say that therein an invariable price 

paid year by year for the same quality of tea, or that the same 
quality may one year with another fluctuate in its price'?'»-That 
applies to some of the teas, but hot to all. * 

593 . Will you state to what teas that does not apply?— 'The 
question is in some respects complex ; as the teas which are 
purchased as winter teas are receivefi by different standards 
Irom the teas which are purchased under contract. Those 
general questions do not apply to the tea investment 
generally. 

594 . Can you give the Committee the names of the teas, and 
the average amount of the teas which are subjeet to that con- 

M S 
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23 Feb. 1830. tract, and which are excluded from it ?— Congo as well as twankay 
_ - - "TTT, , teas. The part of the investment consisting of contract Congo 
is about 120,000 chests annuaUy: . * 

595- What is the quality of the Congo tea ?— It is a remarkably 
good black tea. But congo is a general term ; there are several 
different classes of congo. 

596. What may be the average export of congo tea from 
Canton on the part of the Company? — Upwards of 200,000 
chests. But this is not all contract congo ; there is a good deal 
of that winter cqngo. 

597. What proportion would the winter congo bear to the 
contract congo ?— The winter purchases of the Company are, 
1 think, from 90,000 to 100,000 chests. 

598. With respect tobohea, what proportion does the contract 
tea of the sort called bohea bear to the winter bohea ? — There 
is no Ikinter bohea. The bohea tea is a lower description of tea, 
which is used as a flooring for the Company’s ships ; the pro- 
portidn of that to the general investment is very small. 1 am 
unwilling to state the proportion, unless I could state it perfectly 
accurate ; but it is proportionably small. 

599. Is not the bohea tea commonly estimated at about ^d, a 
pound in the prime cost ?— We buy ii at from 14 to 17 tales a 
pecul. 

600. What is the price of congo tea paid by the Company? 
— At present the Company’s price is at 25, 26, 27, 28, and 30 
tales per pecul. 

601. Do you speak ^f the tale at 6s, 8(/.?— I speak with re- 

frrence'^to the conventional value of the tale at 6 j. 8d . ; but 1 
do not consider the tale to ha^ that value. 1 should say, in 
explanation of the value of a tale, that I believe if a tale weight 
of dollar silver were melted down, and 6^. of English money 
were also melted down, that they would yield nearly equal 
parts of pure silver ^Svhich, according to that estimate, would 
not give the tale at more than 6;. as compared with English 
money. * ^ 

602. Can you state the proportion that the port charges at 
Canton would bear upon a pecul of bohea tea?— No, 1 cannot 
from recollection. 

603. Can you state at what rate bohea tea is put up here ?— 
I only know from the papers before Parliament ; I have no per- 
sonal experienee of the India^Housd sales. With respect to 
the pricea of congo tea, I may state that in the year 1825 the 
Company’s prices of congo teas were reduced one tale per 
pecul aipon every class of teas ; and the nesult of that was, a 

0 
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saving upon the Company’s investment of d>outiC20, 000 sterling 23 Fci>. lg;io. 
per annum/ — 

C.Mar}oribanH^ 

604. Did the same reduction in price take place in other 
teas ; bohea for instance ?^Not at that period. 

605. Subsequently did a fall in price take place in bohea 

teas ? — The price has varied, but I do not remember the precise 
variation. . * 

606. Can you state the prime cost ‘of souchong tea? — 30, 32, 

.34, 36, 38, 40 tales per pecul. 

607. Are there any copies kept of the accounts sent home 
by the Select Committee ? — All accounts with reference to the 
Company’s purchases are regularly sent home. 

608. Can you state what the Canton charges consist of ?~ 

The charges for the establishment of the Factory, the Factory 
rent, the wages of Chinese in the Company employ, and there 
arc certain charges on merchandise which enter also to some 
amount into these charges, boat-hire to carry teas to the ships, 
linguist’s fees, marking C^ompany’s chests, Ac. 

609. Can you state the amount of them in any one year ? — I 
think the charges I speak of generally amount to about 100,000 
dollars. 

610. Is not the tea tWn from the^ Hong merchants, who 

receive English goods in return, upon certain sliares of which 
the Hong merchants have a certain quantity ?— -The Company’s 
business is divided into twenty-one shares, which are appor- 
tioned differently amongst the different Hong merchants, ^e 
quantities of teas supplied by them u]|Dn contract is in propor- 
tion to those shares. • 

• 

611. Are not the English manufactured ^oods, which they 
receive in return, also apportioned in certain shares ? — With 
the greater part of the woollens that is the case. 

612. Is it the fact, then, that each merohant who has a certain 

proportion of this trade delivers a certain quantity of tea, and 
receives a certain quantity of goods ? — No, I did not state it in 
those terms. • * * 

613. Can you give the Committee an account of the share 

which any one individual has had in furnishing tea to the Com- 
pany ?— I can state what the shares of the merchants are. The 
senior merchant has four of the twenty-one shares, the next 
four in succession have tljree, and the remaining two merchants 
have two and a half shares each. * 

614. What is the amount of a share? — It dqienJs upon the 
extent of the investments. 
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23 Feb. 1830. 615. Is it equally divided according to the investment of the 

TT year?— The Company’s business is- divided into twenty-one 

shares, apportioned as I have stated.' 

616. Do the Hong merchants that furnish this tea all of 
them receive a certain quantity of woollens or other articles 
imported by the Company into Canton ? — No ; all the imports 
are not regulated in the same way. They have received the 
greater proportion of Company’s woollens according to their 
shares for a distinct and decided reason, that the merchants 
have always complained that the woollens which they have 
received have been no gain to them, and on some occasions a 
loss : therefore it has been considered equitable that the mer- 
chants who have the largest portion of the teas received from 
them, should take in return the largest proportion of British 
manufactured goods. 

617. In point of fact, each individual having a share of the 
tea trade does receive a certain proportion of woollens from the 
Company? — He receives his proportion according to the pro- 
portions I have stated. 

< 

618. In the settlement of the account between the Company 
and those individuals so furnishing a portion of the tea and re- 
ceiving a portion of woollens, how is it conducted? — It is con- 
ducted upon the same principle as other mercantile transactions. 
The merchants, who deliver more in value than they receive, 
have the balance paid to them. 

619. But the one, as far as it goes, is set off against the other ? 
—Not always; generally speaking it is so. There have been 
sometimes importations cm the Company’s account at the period 
when nO(«teas have been received. Of course, the merchants 
who have received the goods as imported would be required- 
to pay the amount value of them into the Company’s trea- 
sury. 

620. In all those cases in which there have been accounts on 
both sides between the*'’Hong merchants and the supercargoes 
and woollens, a balance is struck between them, estimating the 

, woolleiis at a given price, And, the tea at a given price?— I 
scarcely understand the question. The trade, in cases where 
goods are received and delivered, is conducted on similar prin- 
ciples to' those applying to mercantile transactions all over 
the world — the , debtor and creditor account is settled between 
the parties. 

621. In whateway is the value of the woollens estimated by 
the superca,rgoes ?— They receive information as to prices of the 
woollens in the markets of China from the Hong merchants, as 
well astfrom other sources which are open to them. Though 
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the Company’s servants are confined in their commercial trans- 23 Feb. 1830. 
actions to the* Hong merchants, their ears are open to informa- “TT . 
tion from every quarter which may be considered one of intelli- ‘ 
gence. They are aware of the state of the China market for 
woollens and any other description of goods. 

622. Is the value of woollens settled by the Select Com* 
mittee upon such evidence as they obtain ?— Jt is adjusted be- 
tween them and the Hong merchants.' The Hong merchants 
have frequently been required to receive woollens, when they 
have made very serious objections to it. 

623. Are any of those woollens ever sold by the Company to 
any other parties than the Hong merchants ? — I think not. A 
small experimental consignment of some goods may, upon some 
occasion, have been sold to some other person, but the com- 
mercial transactions of the Company in buying and selling are 
confined to the Hong merchants. 

624<. Then it follows, that the price settled between the 
supercargoes and the Hong merchants must be a price which is 
obtained from information about the market, and not from 
actual dealings in the market on the part of the supercargoes ?— 

The supercargoes do not go into the retail market to sell the 
cloth, but they receive informatipn from every source which is 
open to them, and according to their information they are 
guided in the adjustment of prices. 1 l^elieve the supercargoes 
have equal means of obtaining general information in China 
with other persons. 

625. The fact being, that it is a sale by one party possessing 
a monopoly to another party possessing a monopoly ?— That is 
a question which involves the word mo^o'poly, to which different 
persons give different significations. The tiompany’s is a mo- 
nopoly in some respects and nothin others. 

626. In what respect is the Company’s trade with China not 
a monopoly? — British ships from every port in Asia are per- 
mitted to arrive in China. ^ The Company^ have allowed British 
merchants to remain in China, with and without the diplomas of 
foreign consuls; they have given every encouragement tofritish 
commerce in China* There areVery numerous instances which • 
can be stated, where the Company has not what is called a 
monopoly in an invidious sense of the word. I conceive, under 
the protection of the Company, the pritish trade generadly at 
Canton has originated and has been preserved. * 

627. Then, so far as the free trade is concerned, is there not 
a monopoly on the part of the East-India Company for the 
export of teas to all parts of the British possessioifs? — There 
are powers vested in the Company by acts of the Legislature, 
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23 Feb. 1830. to trade exclusively from the dominions of the Emperor of 
— China in tea. The Company, however, give tea licences to 
CMarjwnbankt, country ships^ wbich proce^ to different ports in Asia, to cany 
teas there for the consumption of those ports : in these, New 
South Wales is included. I may state, with regard to the word 

monopoly,” that since I have been acquainted with China, 1 
have never ^own a Company’s servant there to show the least 
wish unnecessarily^ to restrict the limits of British commerce, or 
to interfere with the &ir trader, as long as he conducted himself 
in a manner that could not endanger the general trade in 
Canton. 

628. By whom are the licences to export tea from Canton to 
India given ? — By the Select Committee. 

629. Is not also the furnishing woollens to the Hong mer- 
chants a trade exclusively in the hands of the Company, in so 
far as that can be carried on by Britons ?--No ; they allow their 
captains and officers to import woollens into China, and I know 
no prohibition against their being imported into China in 
country ships. 

630. Is not there a prohibition of the export of woollens ? — I 
do not understand the question. 

631. Is it not the fact that they wero prohibited by the Eng- 
lish law? 1 am not accurately acquainted with the provisions 
of the English law. I do not imagine that the Company ever 
exercise any power which is not vested in them by the Legisla- 
ture. I do not remember that their representatives in China 
interfered in the importations of private ships. 

632. JDan you state S;he amount of tonnage allowed to the 
officers of the East-India Company to export goods frorli 
England or India to Canton ?— I can only speak from recollec- 
tion of what can be much more accurately shown by documents ; 
but I think the Company allow their officers two-fifths of the 
ships’ tonnage upon |)>eir own account, from port to port in 
Inaia. I do not remember the precise amount of tonnage 
granted to the commanders of direct ships ; but the Company’s 

, direct ships rarely go out with full cargoes ; and no refusal is, I 
believe, ^ven by the Company to officers exporting any goods 
upon their own account, which they may be desirous of 
doing. 

► 

633. Can you state the actual price at which cloth of different 
descriptions was sold to the Hong merchants, in any given 
year, by the supercargoes? — I must plead defect of memory 
on those subjects; those statements arc all regularly sent 
home. 
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634. Can y^u furnish that statement to the Committee ?^I 23 Feb. 18.30. 

can do so. ^ , 

C, Maijoribanks^ 

635. Have the Company exported any cotton-yam to China 
within the last few years?-- The exports of cotton-yam to 
Canton the year I left China had been very limited. The Com- 
pany exported cotton-yam as an experimental consignment : but 
It was only within the last two yeaajfUiatit has been introduced 
into China. I may refer the Committee to a general statement 
of British trade at Canton. I have here!a Statement of British 
trade at the port of Canton for the year ending the 80th of June 
1828, which shows the precise amount of the trade on the Com- 
pany's and private account. 

[The mtness delivered in the same.] 
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CORRECTED STATEMENT of fte BRITISH TRADE at the 


IMPORTS 
on account of 
the Hon. Company. 


Broadcloth 4,1A4 .. yarda 431,816 

Lang Mb 6,0(13 .. jnacca 100,060 


Imports remaining over, Cl 

SeRBon 18a6-7> I Mfdiair camlets 2 16 

Long elb . .taiea 197.222 Brltbh caUooea . ( 612 16,300 

Woneya 86,(XK> Bluketa and acaifs 2 71 

Camlets 68.904, British Iron •* pecuU 30,261 

Talea 292, 126, Cottons. Bengal ” 39.336 86,312 

Do. Ma^as 12,029 27,065 


300 6,000 

470 4,700 

2 16 

612 16,300 

2 71 


Imported by Country Do. Bombay . 


Ships, 1828-9: Sandalwood..:. Mffets 32.664 1,873 

Cotton, Bengal, 

Dales 16,642 > 

Peeuls 36,251 

Tales 324^ I 

ON PRIVATE ACCOUNT : 

^H.C. Ships: I 

Cotfton, Bengal 34,962 Cotton, Bengal pee* 41,487 at 9 r. 6 m. ^pee. ts* 398,275 

Do. Madras 387 Do. Madras 387 — 9 r. 6 m. .3,676 

Do. Bombay 32,046 Do. Bombay 228,664 — 9 r. 2 m 2,103, 70f> 


3,253,649 4,518,957, 


Opium, Malwah eh. 3,080 at 1,185 drs. w ch. drs. .3,649,8(H) 

W Patna and Benares 7.191 — 1.056 7.593,696 


wH.C.Shlps pec* 14,262; Pepper. pec* 14. 

12,674 Rattans 14. 

2],666,^tel-nut. 31, 

1,260, Putchuck 1, 

142jShaTks’ Ans 2, 

lOlibanum 

6n6jBlackwo^ 

1.465 Sandalwood 6, 

],168!saltpetre 1, 

136 Cloves 

3.552 Flints 3, 

Catties 25 Amber, very Inferior catties 

Peeuls 4,188 Iron pee* 4. 

2,084 Lead 2, 

3,019 Tin 3, 

70Speltre 

Broad doth yds. 26, 

Dollars 18,000 Woollens, various Klnds^ 

' 33,617 Cotton goods, British IcAg doth, &c.. . • 

^CottonVani pec* 

Pearb, estimated value 

ComeliaDB, ditto 

8,400 Clo^ and machinery, ditto 

. Rice, Manilla pec. 3, 

Rhinoceros’ horns, and oow^ hama . . 

^ Fbhmaws 

Myrrh 

2.5,627 Sundries : estimated value 


,252 at 7 dirr. astpsc. * * 

,614 — 6 

.OtJO*— 2i 

,a34 — 12 

,030 — 18 

622 ~ 6 

700 — 6 

,160 — 20 

762 — 00 

,200-1 64 

196 — 60 

,662 — 2 

26 — 12 drs. ^ cat. . . 
,188— 24 drs. w per. . . 

,084 — 6 

.019 — 20 : 

70—10 

,726— I is 2 drs. yd.* 


'.* 214 (invoice cost) . 


,000 — 2 drs, ^ pec. , 
36 — 60 

210 — 75 

48—16 


2,506,660 3,480,083 

Dollars. 

ll,24i.4%‘ 

99,704 

73.070 

71 ,.550 

1(>.(M)8! 

36,540: 

2.6101 

4.200 

103,0(K> 

60,il00 

6,600 

11,760 

7,104 

.3(X) 

10,470 

12,604 

60,300 

700 
34.467 
25,776 
66,487 
14,000 
48,400 
6l.6(Nt) ' 

84,600 
6.0<NI 
2,160 
16.750 
720 

195,286 

-■■■■■. 12,366,688, 


Opium, Portugueie 
Ships; 1827-28: 
Dumaun . .Chests 1,988 
Company’s Patna 73 
Do. Malwah 413 

CAeete 2,474 

Opium on hand, ist July 
1828 • 

Patna Chests 

Benares.. 421 

Malwah 1.532 

Chests 4.435 


* Thb cotton yam vrai returned to Bombay. 


Dollars 20.364.600] 
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Fort of CANTON/ for the Year ending 30th June 1828. 


EXPORTS 
on account of 
the Hun. Company. 


Talea. 

Unloading charges 13.689 
Factory ex^ienses 75.934 
European estab. . . fi.982 
Expen. of schooner 1.205 

Tales 90.830 


Dohea pecula fl8>967 •* ta. 4S7*662 

Congo 161.545 ....3.935.447 

Souraong 1.605 .... 69.229 

Twankay 38.617 . • • • 1.043.758 

Hyson-skin 1.611 

North American inveitinR«^''l^ci|^lng supracairgoei*') 


commission .. |v ' 5 ^ }” 

uape stores, teas and sundries .f 29. , 

St. Helena stores, and stores to Bengal and Bombay .... 0,237 


^ H.C.S. to England ^ 

tfft Country Ships . . . . | 
^ H.C.S pco. 1.706| 


Pteeea 227.800 


43,553^ 


Port charges on 28 ships (Boyne included) 1(19>004| 

Unloading charges. Canton Factory expenses. Canton \ ^ 

European establishment, expensea of sfduxmer. &c. . > 


ON PRIVATE ACCOUNT. 

Congo 5.666 at 21 ta.^pec. .,ia. 118,8601 

Campoi. Souchong. Pouchong 3,110 — 32 99.529 

Pekoe 464 — 38 17.632 

Twankay 602 — 26 15.a52 

Hyson 2,628 — 46 120.888 

Hyson-skin 945 — 26 24,579 

iGunpowder 60 — 50 3,000 

Black tea . n6(» — 30 25.800 

Green tea . . * 1.735 — 42 72.B70| 

Raw silk. Nankin 1,834 — 450dre. 

Do. Canton, of sorts 1.736 


dra. 825.30(K 
319.9^ 


39*J»400 — 98 dra, %»> 100 pea, 368,47^ 
Nankeen ^uth. 2d j , , , , 325.400 — 75 

Nankeen cloth. 3d\ 
sort, small / *’* 


3G.200 — 48 . 


244.050 

17.376 


ISu^ar candy F0e.^9,4M 12 drs. . 


sugar 34,139 — 

JCassia lignea 3.648 — 20 . . . 

56; Tortoiseshell 66 — 1,000 

— 275|Mother-of-Pearl #75 — 15 

IMlara 31. 500i Wrought silk, silkpiece^oods, crapes, tcarfii. Ate.; estimaijed valud 

I Coarse chinarware ditto 

241,000 Bamboos and whangee canes 241.000 — 15 dra. w 100 .... . 

• Musk mcattiea 90 — 80 .. ... 

Glass beads. &c. pecula 800 — 20 .. w* 

TMe 1 . 6 e 0 >. ,fio9r 660| Table and floor mats « . aeta 2.320 


Pecula 119| 
— 262 


Piecea 5,000 


Vermillion . 
Rhubarb 
Cochineal. . 


Oitties 36 


Damasks pieces 5,00(1— 16 dra. ^ piece . 

Writing paper, toys, klttysols, fireworks, lacquered war 
estimated value 


DoUara 2.270 

Remittenoes through the 
Companyl Treasury, 
1827-Band 1828-9: 

Doflars.] 

BlUs on the I 
Hon. Court ) 
Certificates.... 447.143 
Bill on the\o ai 7 jmo 

4lewge1 gov. / 


ware, &c. ; \ 

Seed Coxal cedtiea 30 at 30dra. » 

Brass foil pdtula 265 — 58 pecul ? 

I Alum, aniseed, China ipot, galengal, gamboge, Ac. 

Gol(b talea t^r. 300 — 25 dra, tale 

Camphor pecula 885 — 39 qp> pecul 

Sundries ; estimated value 

Dollars, Sycee and Peruvian silver ; 


78.201 


DeOara 2,948.904| 

^ton boikS} ‘'•^ 1 » 068 | 


. Oases 
, pwula 
do. 


460 — 44 . 
262 — 65 , 
J47 - 


pst^Oor . .. 
. per pecul, 
do. 


5.756,872 


348,213 


6.310,919 


8.765,165 


498.792 


G49.n!l» 

113,(MO 

204,834 

72.960 

sti,m 

4,125 

200,925 

3,615 

7.200 

16,U0p 

3.584 

20.940 

17.030 

73,5tM) 

80,0(K> 

38,006 

1.060 

15,370 

15,7(V2 

7.500 

2 G.A'iO 

47.795 

6.094,646 


DisbuTsementB«n nineteen remilar ships, at dra. 9,000 each ; 'I I 
eight chartered and thirty-nine country ships, at > 
dra. 7,000 each, meaaurement of country ships included ) 


Balance 


Dollara 


cm.iG: 


8,964,000; 

500,OcJ 


18.921,932; 
1,442, (XiB 


2O,;)64.ri0O 


N 
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23 Feb. 1830. 636. Docs that show the quantity of cotton-yamf imported ? 

“7^ — There is cotton-yam imported on private account in this year 

c.Morjoribanks, jq amount of 14,000 dollats. 

637. Does the private trade include the trade of the Com- 
pany’s officers ? — It does. 

638. Can you state the amount of cotton-yarn imported in 
the subsequent year?— 1 ^>;fumish the Committee with it, but 
I have it not with 

639. Do you know wHat the numbers were of the cotton yarn 
that were exported ? — I do not remember the precise numbers, 
but the Chinese objected to very fine descriptions of cotton- 
yarn, inasmuch as they could not work it up in their cloths. 

640. Can you give the Committee any account of the cotton 
piece-goods imported ? — In the year 1828, it is given to the 
amount of 66,487 dollars. 

641'. You stated that the Hong merchants take a certain pro- 
portion of the Company’s woollens in proportion to the quantity 
of tea furnished : is the contract for taking the woollens made 
at the same time with the contract for furnishing the tea? — The 
price of the w’oollcns is settled at the period at which the woollens 
are delivered to tlie merchants; the contract for the teas is 
made the year previously, and the prices adjusted when the teas 
are delivered. 

642. The contract for the price of teas is not made at the 
same time with the contract for the price of woollens ? — The 
prices of teas and the prices of woollens have no reference to 
each other ; they are established separately. 

• 643. Does raw or m&iiufactured produce find the best market 
at Canftm ? — Raw produce, generally speaking. 

644. Is that because the Chinese government wishes to pro- 
tect its own manufactures ?-^I conceive the Chinese government 
have a disposition to protect their native industry and their own 
manufactures. I should be led to draw that conclusion from the 
very high duty which *is placed upon the article of camlets, the 
sale price of which in China is generally about 40 dollars, and 
the duty upon it is 18 dollkrs^, being nearly 50 per cent, upon 
the sale value. The camlet is the nearest approximation to their 
silk manufactures. We do not possess the same power over the 
Chinese as we do over our Indian empire* We have excluded 
the manufactures of India from England by high prohibitory 
duties, and given every encouragement to the introduction of 
our own manufactures mto India. a selfish (I use the word 
not invidiously), policy, we have beat aown the native manufac* 
turers of ‘Dacca and other places, and have inundated their 
country with our own goods. We do not possess the same power 
over China ; we may exclude their manufactures by high duties, 
but we cannot Compel the .,Chinese to receive ours on our own 
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terms. I should think they have dagacity enough to protect ss Feh. 18.30. 
themselves.*' . 

TV. 1 -i^OTibatiJcSj 

645. Do the Chinese object ,to the English calicoes as not Esq- 
equally durable with their own ? — Yes, they consider them more 

flimsy and less durable. 

646. Arc those camlets fiequenijily smuggled into the country ? 

— ^Very frequently, from the difty and consequent 

temptation. ^ 

647. Are you acquainted with the'^ manufactured calicoes of 
India ? — I have seen them. 

646. Are they not superior in point of strength to those 
which are exported from this country ? — cannot speak to that 
point. 


649. You have stated, that the assumed value of the tale by 
the East-India Company is 6^. 8^. , can you state what is the 
assumed value of the tale by the Americans?— All th^ Ame- 
rican purchases and sales are conducted in dollars and cents, with- 
out any reference to the talc. 

650. Besides camlets, «\diat other articles of British manu- 
facture are subject to duty in China ?— All articles. 1 speak of 
camlets as being subject to an extraordinary high duty ; and 1 
account for that by its being a nearer approximation to their silk 
manufactures than any# other article of British manufacture 
which is imported into China. 

651. Is the duty upon calico what you would call a high duty, 
with reference to the duty upon camlets, for instance ? — No ; 
the duty on camlets is higgler in point of relative value. 

652. How is New South Wales supplied with tea? — ^By 
licenses, which are granted by the Select Committee in China 
to private ships which carry tea to New South Wales. 

653. Is it a direct trade. Have you a list of Chinese duties? 
— It is generally a direct trade, though sometimes the ships 
stop at Batavia. I have here a list of Chinese duties said to be 
charged by the Hong merchants on goods-import^ into Canton. 

1 believe this list of duties to be compiled from as accurate 
sources as possible. 1 have heard private British merchants 
resident in Canton declare the v4ry great difficulty they had in * 
ascertaining the accuracy of the Chinese duties. I beg to state 
that that list of duties was acquired entirely for my own private 
information, with no view to laying |t before a Committee of 
the House of Commons. • 


(The witness delivered in ihe same^ which was read as Jbllows :) 
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23 Feb. ia30. Estimated LIST of DUTIES cliarped by the Hong Merchants on Goods 
— imported into Canton. 

C. MaiymribawcSi 
Esq, 


t, nu I 
1 Sat 


...... 1U» 


Cotton 

Sandal wood* • 

Black wood or ebony 

Japan wood 

Camphor, Ist sort • • 

2d 

Olibanum 

Putchuck 

Myrrh 

Cutch 

Tortoiseshell 7 

Elephants* Teeth •••; 5 

Rhinoceros’ hotns 24 

“ 12 

0 
24 
i 4 


r. m. e. c. 
15 0 0 
2 10 
0 4 9 
0 6 .3 
109 2, 


BulBilo do. 
Mother-of-pearl shells 
Birds* nests, 1st sort • • 

2d 

BichodoMar 

.Shark fins 

Fish maws 

Rattans 

Pepper 

Betel-nut 

Cloves 

Nutmegs 

Tin 

Iron. 


LSf“. 


1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

4 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

J 

. 13 
6 

, 132 

I 132 
79 


2 3 
8 4 
0 0 
8 6 1 
0 2 1 
8 
3 
3 
0 
1 


Steel 

Quicksilver 

Amber, large •••. 
small •••• 

Coral beads 

Branch, 1st sort 
2d .... 

3d ! 13 

4th, or fragments I 6 

Cotton handkerchiefs, large ; 0 

small 0 

Ixmgdothi, latsort 0 

2d ' 0 

Broadcloth i 0 

Kerseymere ; 0 4 

Camlet, English. nO 8 

Dutoh ,1 4 

LongelB ' 0 2 

Scarlet cuttings I 6 0 

Bees’-wax | 1 7 

Land otter skins I 1 8 

Sea otter skins I 1 3 

Rabbit skins 0 4 

Beaver skins 6 1 

Ginseng I 48 9 

Cudbear 0 2 

Cochineal ; 1 9 


^ pecul.' 


each 

ditto 

piece 

ditto 


6 ^ Xtto 
0 ' ditto 
6 i ditto 


OcO 
1 2 


'ditto 

S MlOO — 
itto ... 
ditto ... 
ditto 




£. 9, d. 

lb Avoird, 

0 8 8 

at lOlr. ^1331 

0 14 0 

ditto 

0 3 3*20 

ditto 

0 4 2*40 

ditto 

36 8 2*56 

ditto 

0 13 1*60 

ditto 

0 B 0 

ditto 

0 14 0 

ditto 

0 14 10*72 

ditto 

0 5 7*60 

ditto 

2 6 8 

ditto 

1 19 0*88 

ditto 

8 0 1*68 

ditto 

4 6 0*96 

ditto 

0 2 10*88 

ditto 

8 0 10*56 

ditto 

1 10 0 

ditto 

0 4 9*44 

ditto 

0 7 .3*28 

ditto 

U 8 9*60 

ditto 

0 2 10*80 

ditto 

0 6 6*64 

ditto 

0 2 7*#» 

ditto 

1 18 8*80 

ditto 

1 9 4*72 

ditto 

011 3*12 

ditto 

0 1 10*40 

ditto 

0 8 7*20 

ditto 

0 4 6*88 

ditto 

0 4 8*16 

ditto 

0 9 7*52 

ditto 

4 9 5*04 

ditto 

2 5 2*64 

ditto 

44 5 0*24 

ditto 

44 3 5*04 

ditto 

26 11 .V04 

ditto 

4 9 fi-05 

ditto 

2 5 2*64 

ditto 

0 0 2*40 

•ach 

0 0 1*20 

ditto 

0 4 5*60 
0 1 11*20 


0 4 6*24 

w 10 ft. 5 in. 

0 2 8*48 

ditto 

0 5 7^0 

ditto 

0 9 10*08 

ditto 

0 1 9*60 

ditto 

2 0 5*60 

V* 1331 Ih • 

0 11 11*20 

ditto 

0 12 0*96 

w hundred 

0 8 9*20 

ditto 

0 3 0*96 

ditto 

2 0 9*60 

ditto 

16 6 0 

:^133iib 

0 1 10*40 

ditto 

0 12 10*32 

ditto 


N.B..^The China rates are reduced into sterling at 6r. 84. per tale. The covid la equal to 
121 Inches ; and the pecul to 1334 pounds ailolrdupois. ^ 

654. Could you> from an inspection of this document, state 
to the Committee the amount per cent of the duties upon the 
value of any of these articles ? — I can have it rated, but I could 
not immediately state it 

655. Are t^ose fixed duties, or do they vary in different 
years ? — ^We have been told sometimes that the duties are 
charged mfierently* Every foreign trader has been desirous of 
paying his own duties, but that has always been prohibited. 
It was among ^ requisitions made by Lord Macartney of the 
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Viceroy. 0 ^ Canton, but was tlien, and has been subsequently, 23 Fel>. 1B30. 
refused. • " 

656. Has the duty upon camlets varied materially in your 
recollection ? - I think that has remained steadily at the rate of 
about eighteen dollars per piece. 

657. Notwithstanding this high duty, is there much demand 
for them in China ? —There is a considerably demand. 1 1)e- 
lieve it is an article in which smuggli^^ ^as taken place to a 
great extent, from the temptation wJf^iui la high duty always 
gives. 

658. Can you give the Committee any idea gf the quantity 
of camlets that has been imported by the East-India Company 
into China ? It is stated in the Returns. 

659. Arc the Committee to understand, that the whole of 
the duties that are paid, are paid b^ the Hong merchants upon 
the vessels for which they go security ? — ^The Hong merchants 
are responsible for all duties upon foreign trade. With regard 
to the persons who deal outside of the Hong, their duties can 
only be paid through the Hong merchants. 

660. Have you any reason to suppose that, in any instance, 
the duties paid by one merchant are higher or lower than the 
duties paid by another ? or is there any opening for any bargain 
with respect to the amount of duties ? — Not to my knowledge ; 

I should be sorry to say fhat it were otherwise, from the cor- 
rupt nature of the Chinese goveniment.* 

661. To what, then, do you ascribe the anxiety you state to 

have been evinced by individual merchants to pay the amount 
of their own duties ? — It was from a wish to ascertain precisely 
the amount, and how far they could relv upon that amount wiui 
a view to future importations. ^ 

* 662. Does not the secresy wluch is observed with respect to 
the amount of duties make it always open to the government 
officers to demand more or less from one merchant than ano- 
ther ? — I do not know that this has ever taken place. The 
struggle between the Chinese and foreigners has ^ways been, 
that the Chinese have endeavoured to keep the control of the 
trade in their own hands ; and but for the intervention pf the 
Company, I conceiye that the rfstriction would have been inh- . 
nitely stricter than it is now. 

663. It api^ears that the importation of camlets has decreased 
considerably in each year; can you ^ate any reason for that? 

— A good many Dutch camlets have been imported by Dutch 
ships ; and camlets have also been imported on private account. 

664. Has not the smuggling trade in camldfcs increased ? — 

The smuggling trade in every article has increased* within my 
knowledge to a very great extent. 

665. Has it increased chiefly in those articles on which the 
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23 Ft b. 1830. duties are highest?— It has increased chiefly in opium, of 
which there is a prohibition. 

C Marjmi^ndaj Of the rated articles, must not the tendency of the 

smuggling trade be to increase most in those articles upon 
which the duty is highest? — Certainly. 

667. Is not the duty upon camlets high? — Yes; I have 
stated it to be ne^irly fifty per cent, on the sale price. 

668. Therefore m^^^ot be presumed that the smuggling 
trade in camlets haT^reased ? — I cannot speak from any cer- 
tain knovi ledge of its increase. 

669. Hgw many Hong merchants are there ?— Seven. 

670. That is a lower number than formerly existed, is it 
not ? — ^Within my recollection I think there have been seven, 
eight, nine, ten, and eleven. 

671. What causes have led to the diminution of the number 
of Hong merchants ? — Bankruptcies among them. 

672. How do the seven existing Hong nierchants stand now 

with respect to property ? — Howqua, the senior merchant, is a 
man of very large property. The second in the Hong, Mow- 
qua, has been a man of large piofpeity, but he is of more 
questionable property now; I consider him still to bo a very 
sufficient merchant. Puankhequa and Chunqua aic both men 
of opulence. I should say the same of Goqua. Kinqua and 
Fatqua, the two juniors, I believe to be poor men, and indific- 
rent merchants. * 

673. Have you known any connexion existing between the 
outside merchants and the Hong merchants, by which the 
capital obtained of the outside merchants is brought to support 
the lower class of Hong^ merchants ? — 1 believe that exists. 

674f « Is not Dr. Morrison the interpreter of the Company ? 
—He is. , 

675. Is he not also the editor of the Canton Register ? — No, 
I believe not. 

676. Is he a proprietor ? — Not to my knowledge. 

677. Are you acquainted with the statements of commerce 

which are contained in Uie Canton Register ?— 1 have seen 
them. ^ ^ 

678. As far as they have come within your information, do 
they contain accounts upon which reliance can be placed ? — 
Sometimes the information in them is correct, and sometimes 
incorrect. The Canton Register is like other newspapers in 
this respect. 

679. Do the Hong merchants make any objection to enter- 
ing into security for the American ships ? — The Hong mer- 
chants have invariably declared their preference to being 
security for the Company’s ships ; they wish to refrain from 
being security (or other ships. I have uhderstood that the 
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Americans, upon occasions, could onlyg^et Hong merchants to 23 Feb, IK30. 
become security for the ships by agreeing to carry on their “ 7 “ 

commercial transactions with them. CMar^ribatJtst 

Esq, 

680. In point of fact, do not the Hong merchants become 
security for a very considerable number of American ships, ex- 
ceeding thirty in a year ? ^ Every ship that arrives at Canton 
some Hong merchant must be security for.» The American 
ships of late years have been below thirty^ in number ; only 
twenty in 1827-8, and below that number, 1 Believe, in the sub- 
sequent year. 

681. Is there any additional charge made by the Hong mer- 
chant upon the American ship, not made upon the British ship, 
which can measure the indisposition of the Hong merchant to 
become security for the one as compared with the other ?-^ 

What I have stated, I think, in some measure answers tlie 
question, that I have known instances where the Hong mer- 
chants have declined being security for the American ships, 
unless the agents of those ships agree to trade with them. I 
I conceive that afforded the Hong merchants an opportunity of 
imposing an indirect tax up^n the American ships. 

682. Where a Hong merchant becomes security for the 
Company's ship, does not the trade of that ship necessarily 
turn to the Hong merchant? — Not “at all. 

683. In the case in whidfi the trade of a British ship does not 
go through the Hong merchant, is it not*an arrangement, with 
the assent and permission of the Hong merchant, that the trade 
is carried on witii an outside merchant ?— If the goods are ship- 
ped from Canton, they can only be shipped from the ware- 
house of a Hong merchant, therefore it must be with his sanc- 
tion. The junior merchants, the poorer%nerchants, have been 
those most disposed to permit such shipments ; they have* often 
formed connexions with the outside men, which have been very 
injurious to themselves, and injurious to the trade generally. 

684. Are the instances numerous, in which you have, in your 
experience, known the Hong merchants to refuse becoming 
security for the American ships ? — The dong merchants did 
not refuse to become security ; but they showed an indisposition 
to become security, which indisposition did not extend td the 
ships of the Company. 

685. How did they evince that indisposition ?— By in some 

instances requiring, I have been told, an indemnity bond of the 
captain or supercargo of the vessel ; by the Heng merchant 
requiring, in some instances, that he should be dealt with in 
preference to any other mecchant. , 

686. How could a Hong merchant become security for a ship 
without that ship dealing with him ? — It is constantly the case 
with the Company's phips ; they become security for the shi]:), 
with no reference to their future commercial qealings at all. 
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23 Feb. 1830. The merchants become security successive! j for the Company's 
- 7-7 ships as they arrive. ... 

a^a^nhy What is the inducement to the Hong merchant to 

become security for a ship, when he has none of the dealings 
with that ship put into his hands?— He has no particular in- 
ducement to become security for an individual Company's ship, 
except from the^advantages which he derives from the trade 
generally. ^ • 1 

688 . Did you ever Imow a Company’s ship to be secured b^ 
a Hong merchant who had not a share in the Company’s 
business ?• — The Hong merchants have all shares in the Com- 
pany’s business. 

689. Are not some of the junior Hong merchants in such a 
state of embarrassment as to induce the Select Committee not 
to trust them with the management of the shares assigned to 
tliem, but that those shares are managed by other more re- 
sponsible Hong merchants on their behalf?— Not now. In 
former years, when the juniors have been in difficulties, such 
has been the case. 

690. Do the Hong merchants eve/ become security for private 
ships which do not deal with them ?— I cannot say that they 
have not done so. 

691. Is there any indisposition on the part of the Hong 
merchants to give security for country ships ?— I may say, to a 
certain extent, it has been ; for they have required indemnity 
bonds, upon some occasions, to be given by persons connected 
with the country trade, to protect them against any exactions 
from the government, in event of deviations from the Chinese 
regulations on the ]}art of the persons connected with that 
tr^e, 

692. Did you ever know that course adopted with rcsp'ict 
to American ships? — ^I have been told that it has been ; I have 
been told that indemnity bonds have been required from Ameri- 
can agents. 

693. With respect to ships of other foreign countries, Dutch 
ships for instance, are you aware of any indisposition on the 
part of the Hong merchants to become security for them ?— The 
butch trade has been very limited of late years ; but I am not 
aware of any such Indisposition. 

^94. Will you describe the process that takes place upon the 
arrival of a ship, for ^ the purpose of finding a merchant to 
become secd'ity? — As far as the Company are concerned, it 
has been arranged that the Hong merchants shall successively 
become security for the ships as tb^y arrive. 

695. Within the last two or diree years has not one of those 
Hong merchants become insolvent ?— Yes. 

696. Which of them is that ? — Manhop. 

697. Has he still a share of the Company’s business ?— No. 
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‘ G98. Would .Manhop be .^ked or permitted to secure^ one 23 Feb. 1830. 

of the Compflny’s ships ? — He is no longer a merchant ; 1 believe ,,"7“ 
he is at this moment at Elee, in the centre of the wilds of 
Chinese Tartary. 

699. Is not his hong still at Canton* and in the list of the 

security merchants ? — No ; he is a bankrupt* and his hong is 
dissolved. • 

700. Did he not remain at Canton some time after he became 
a bankrupt and compromised with his 'European creditors?—! 
believe he was kept in very close conffnement, by order of the 
Chinese government, for a number of weeks* He was very 
much addicted to opium smoking* and I believe that was his 
only consolation. 

701. If one Hong merchant failed with money belonging to an 
European in his hands, are not the Co-Hong responsible for that 
debt by the law of China ? — By the law of China to a limited 
amount only, to the amount of 100,000 tales : that is the Im- 
perial law, but that has never been acted upon. 

702. You stated that tliere have been other ports besides 
Canton where other EuropVians have had access, as Amoy ; can 
you state whether the same mode of carrying on business through 
Hong merchants exists at those establishments as at Canton ?— 

I stated that the Spaniards still possessed the privilege, which 
1 believe to be o merel}^ nominal one* inasmuch as they have 
taken no advantage of it of late years ; therefore no mercantile 
establishment exists with a view of carrying on trade* because 
there is no trade. 

703. Do you know whether there was an establishment of 
Hong merchants for the purpose of carrjiing on trade there ?— 

There is no foreign trade there now whatever* and therefore no 
merchants. 1 bc%cve there was in former years. 

704<. Do you know what was the establishment when foreim 
trade was carried on ?— Upon reference to the records of the 
Company* 1 have seen a description of persons spoken of during 
the early periods of our trade* designated government mer- 
chants ; those persons have been persons who were put forward 
by the Chinese government to deal 'vwth foreigners, and respon- 
sible to the government, much in ithe same way that the Hong 
merchants are now. , The early period of our trade with China 
shows the commerce very ill conducted, and displays the Enghsti 
character to very little advantage. Th^ Portuguese and Spa^ 
niards* the Dutch and English* first appeared oif the ebasts of 
China as a race of men eagerly desirous of wealth* but careless 
of the means by which it was obtained. The Chinese were at 
all times their masters in the arts, of fraud and deception ; but 
it cannot excite surprise that a people wisely estimating the ad- 
vantages of peace as the first of bles^gsu^idi can be besotwed 
upon a nation* should have regarded the constant sontentions of 

o 
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23 Feb. 1830. these early adventurers with the contempt and indifference 
— which they deserved. 

C,Ma},pnbfinls, ji^ve given in a table showing that the barter trade 

in the year ending the 30th of Jui»e 1828, in the port of Canton, 
aniouiited to 20,364,000 dollars ; can you state what proportion 
that bears of the whole foreign trade at Canton ? — I could give a 
statement of the aifioupt of American trade, if it were not already 
before the Committee ; und a comparison of the two statements, 
with that of the Dutch included, would give the result. I should 
say the British trade at Canton is very considerably beyond all 
the others.. 

700. By this statement it appears that the trade on the part 
of the Company imports 4,518,000 dollars ; and that on private 
account, including 11,243,000 dollars, the amount by the 
private individuals is 12,365,000 dollars. Will you state in 
what manner this account is made up, to enable them to show 
the amount of imports of opium, when it is a prohibited article? 
— I have already stated, that though the Committee in China 
arc confined in their commercial dealings to the Hong merchants, 
yet, like every other description of pejpsons in their situation, they 
receive information from every source which they consider good ; 
and when they arc desired by their employers to furnish them 
with accounts of the opium trade or others, they consider it 
their duty to make such inquiries as ntay elicit the best informa- 
tion upon those subjects. Not dealing in opium themselves, 
they cannot speak to the practical part, but tliey receive infor- 
mation from British agents and others wlio do deal in it. The 
friendly intercourse which has always existed between tlie re- 
spectable class of British merchants in China and the represen- 
tatives -of the Compan^^, induces the British merchants to com- 
niuniciite readily information upon those subjects ; at least I liave 
always found it so. « * 

707. It is stated here, that 3,080 chests of Malwa opium is 
valued at 1,185 dollars per chest; in what manner is tliat valua- 
tion obtained ? — Froji the sale. Those prices are not put down 
by the Company's servants ; they are obtained from the British 
nHT^hants who deal in opium. 

708. Arc the Committee #lo understapd, that although the 
trade of opium is prohibited under very severe penalties, yet 
that the quantity imported, and the prices at which it is sold, is 
as regularly known as any other article which is authorized and 
regularly im[^rled ? — ft is made no secret of ; it is generally 
known % the parties w^ho deal in it, and they communicate it 
to others. T4ie prices of opium are always given in the Canton 
llegistci^ a public newspaper. 

709. Is it not an instruction from the Court of Directors, that 
no lilngllshman in China shall in any way be concerned in the 
importation df opium?— No; there is no such order from the 
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Court of Directors : the Company prohibit any of their own 23Fcb.i85() 
servants from dealing in opium. c Marj^ankt 

710. Are you aware whether any of the Compass marks ' 
are put on the chests of opium im^iorted from Malwa and 
Bengal ? — 1 cannot speak accurately as to the fact. The only 
time when I have seen opium was when it was taken out of the 
chest. I do not know that it is so, and I do^not know that it is 
not. 

711. Is opium landed in chests in China? — I have understood 
that on board the country ships they break up the chests and 
put the opium into bags, in which state it i§ delivered to the 
Chinese. The chest is a cumbrous article, and ‘they wish to 
get rid of it. The chest does not find its way into the Chinese 
boat ; it is, I believe, left in the ship. 

712. Can you inform the Committee how the trade of opium 
is carried on ? The question refers to the transfer of opium 
from the country ships to the opium boats? — When I first went 
to China, tlic opium trade was at Macao, from which it went to 
Whampoa, and is now confined to the islands at the mouth of 
tlic river. The opium siijuggling boats go alongside the ships in 
the open face of day, and the opium is delivered to them upon 
their presenting what is called an opium order from the agent in 
Canton. 

713. Is this trade carried on within the view of the officers of 
government and the nien-of-war boats of the Chinese? — Fre- 
quently within the view of the men-of-war boats. 

714. Are there boats stationed on the part of the Chinese 
authorities within reach and view of this trade ? — Sot regularly 
stationed : they frequently go and come there. They are con- 
stantly manoeuvring about, and often refiort to the Canton autho- 
j-ities that they have swept the seas of all smuggling ships. The 
ships remain there just the sanicr 

715. Have you ever known any case in which they have in- 
terposed to prevent the carrying on of this opium trade ?— The • 

Chinese have frequently interposed by tlic strongest proclama- 
tions. I have known some instances in' which the opium boats 
have been seized, and the crew have had ttu;ir heads cut oif. 

716. Has that l\appened whipn they have been detected up 
the river, or at the place among the islands where the trade is 
carried on ? — They have been detected in dirierent paits of the 
river. They arc tried and convicted in a very summary manner* 

The custom-house officers, by whofti the op^um is seized, fre- 
quently on such occasions light a fire on the top of a bill in a 
conspicuous situation. vThe opium is declaret^ to be burnt, but 
1 believe none of it is put into the fire. 

717. Then, in point of fact, the mterposition, although it may 
be connected with the loss of life* docs not lead to the pcssntion 
of the trfide?— No, it docs not. The Chinese governmeni, 
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23 Feb. 1830. with respect to opium, consider it as a traffic that ought not to 
“7^ exist. An Imperial edict is supposed to be indisputable, and 
anything contained in it not to be contravened. They never 
acknowledge it as a trade. 

718. Therefore the existence of established laws against 
foreign trade and against foreigners by no means admits of pre- 
sumption that the practice is according to the law ?— No. Prac- 
tice and profession are mueh at variance in China. 

719. Then, m point of fact, it may be said that the smuggling 
trade in opium is carried oh with the connivance of the Chinese 
authorities ?-^With the connivance of the lower Government 
authorities ; I am not prepared to say of the higher authorities. 

720. Is that the case in the smuggling of other articles ?<— Yes, 
it is. 

72L Have you known of seizures being made of opium in the 
interior of China?— I have heard of them. I believe the opium 
finds its way to all parts of the empire, and within the walls of 
the Imperial palace at Pekin, though it is disclaimed and de- 
nounced a poison. 

722. Is it carried on without interruption ? — No ; it is liable 
to frequent interruptions. The persons who carry it from Canton 
are obliged to conceal it about their baggage, to evade the 
search of the Chinese officers. 

723. How can a trade of such an extent be a secret trade ?— 
It is an illicit trade. 

724. You have stated tliat the smuggling trade in opium is 
confined to the islands at the mouth of the Canton river? — It is 
there that it is principally conducted ; the foreign ships anchor 
there, and the opium bo^ts go alongside of the ships there. 

725. .Is it carried on at any other parts of the coast ? — I have 
known opium ships go along the coast with a view to disposing 
of opium, but I believe unsuccessfully. 

726. Is the smuggling trade in other articles carried on in any 

other parts of the empire ? — Not to my knowledge ; it is all at 
Canton. ^ 

727. Was there not a ship called the Merope freighted with 
opium ? — ^I remember a ship df the name of Merope, in China. 

728. Did not tliat ship sail to the northward, and dispose of 
her cargo somewhere about the ports of Amoy and Ning-po ?•* 
I heard that she went along the coast, but the extent of her 
caigo I am not adware of. ' 

729. Have you ever known the Hong merchants deal in opium ? 

—Never, to my {knowledge. • 

730. Do you understand the consumption of opium in China 
to be rapidly increasing?— Very rapidly. I think I stated that 
the year I left China we importation of opium was supposed to 
be between 13.0^0 and 14,000 chests, which was a very eon- 
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siderable increase. ‘ 1 have a statement of the consumption and 23 Feb. isso. 
value of the Indian opium in China, from 1818-19 to 1827-8. — 

C,Ma^oribaniSt 

[ T/ie tviiness delivered in t/ie sameJJ 

STATEMENT of Consohption and Valuz of Indian Onux in 
China, from 1818-19 to 1827-8. 



Patna and Benares. 

Malwah. 

Total. 


CliefU' 

Value. 

Chest! . 

Vftlop, 

Chests, 

Value. 

1818- 19.. 

1819- 20.. 

1820- 21.. 
1821-22.. 

1822- 23.. 

1823- 24.. 

1824- 25.. 

1825- 26.. 

1826- 27. . 

1827- 28.. 

3,050 
2, ‘#70 
3,050 
2,910 
1,822 
2,910 
2,655 
3,442 
3,661 
5,114 

DtiliarM. 

3.050.000 
3,667,950 

5.795.000 
6,038.250 
2,828,930 

4.656.000 
3,119,625 
3,141,755 

i 3,668,565 

1 5,105,073 

1.530 

1,630 

1,720 

1,718 

4.000 
4,172 

6.000 
6,179 
6,308 
4.361 

Lollan. 

1.109.250 

1.915.250 
2,605,800 
2,276,350 

5.160.000 
3,859,100 

4.500.000 
4,466,450 
5,941,520 
5,251,760 

4,580 

4,600 

4,770 

4,628 

.5,822 

7,062 

8,655 

9,621 

9,969 

9,475 

Donors. 

' 4,159,250 
5,583,200 
8,400,800 
8,314,600 
7,988.930 
8,515,100 
7,619,625 
7,608,205 
9,610,085 
10,356,833 


Canton, 

10th NoYember, 1828. 


731. Is that statement confined to opium which has passed 
the Company’s sales in India, or does* it include the opium 
which is smuggled from India to China ?— I believe it includes 
the Malwa opium, which comes from the Portuguese port of 
Demaun. 

732. Is tlierc any Turkey opium imported into China ?— 

There is. • 

• 733. To any considerable extent ? — In some years, I believe, 
it has been to the extent of 500^)r 600 peculs. The amount of 
a chest of opium is considered exactly one pecul. 

734!. Is the Turkey opium better or worse than the Indian 
opium ? — Very inferior ; it is used by the Chinese to mix with 
the other opium. 

735. Does it go from the Mediterranean It is bsought 
from the Levant ; chiefly from Smyrna, I believe. 

736. By what class of traders ?— -I have known it come from 
Sincapore; and I have known it brought by American ships. 

737. Have you known it brought by Europesp ships ? — ^I do 
not remember any Itoing brought by European ships. 

738. Are you aware whether the Company’s shim are allowed 
to take out any Turkey opium from England ?— They are not ; 
they are prohibited by a regulation of the Company. 

739. Are the Bengal ships allowed to lake out any opidm ? — 

I do not know. « 
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23Frb. 1030. 740. Are vou not aware that many , officers in the India ser- 

"TT , vice have taken opium from Europe to China, and have been 
' obliged to send it circuitously instead of taking it in the 
Company’s ships ? — I have been told that the Company’s offi- 
cers have speculated in opium on their own account, by having 
it sent on from India to China. 

741. Do you know upon what principle the Chinese govern- 
ment prohibit opium ? — Upon a moral principle. 

742. In the statement you have delivered in, there is an 
account of 2,920 tales value of woollen remaining of the season 
of 1826-7, *whilst the imports from Europe in that year of 
woollens amount to 1,279,000 tales ; can you state whether that 
is about the usual quantity of stock remaining in the Company’s 
stores at Canton ? — The Company have very rarely any goods 
remaining on hand. It has occurred once or twice, when the 
importation has been larger than the market would take off ; 
but they generally get rid of all goods as they are imported. 

743. Have they any portion of their cotton, or iron, or lead 
which they export remaining in store ? — No. Wlicn I say no, 
I speak generally ; goods occasionally Remaining over to a trifling 
extent. 

744. Generally speaking, then, the Company arc able to dis- 
pose of their importations into Chin-i in the course of the 
season ? — Certainly. 

745. Arc the Committee to understand that the amount on 

private account in this return of goods imported into China 
includes the country trade, the amount imported by officers of 
Company’s ships, and all other British subjects ? — 1 believe it 
does.. ^ 

746. ' In the statement of the exports, it appears that the 
value of goods exported on account of the Company, with 
their charges, amounted to 8,765,000 doll#ts, consisting entirely 
of teas ; will you inform the Committee whether the Company 
trade in any other , article, as an export, except teas ? — Not 
now ; their investment is confined entirely to teas. They used 
to deal in raw-silk and nankeens, but they have not lately. 

747. Are you aware why‘ the trade in raw-silk and nankeens 
was discontinued? — The Company left those trades very much 
to their commanders and officers. 

746. Were there any other articles, since you have been at 
Canton, besides silk and nankeens, in which tlie Company 
dealt None to my recollection, except tea. 

749. Are y6u aware to what pla^e the silk and nankeens 
are now •principally exported from Canton ? — I believe the 
manufactured silks exported from Canton go principally to 
America ; and the raw-silk comes a great deal of it to this 
country, and vitry little of it to America. 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 103 

750. Are you aware that of late years a large quantity of raw- 23 Feb. 1830. 
silk has been sent to Sincapore ? — I know consignments have “7T 
been made of raw-silk to Slncapore ; I cannot state to what 

extent. 

751. Is any tea consigned 4o Sincapore ? — No tea can leave 
China except under license of the East-India Company, which 
I have stated is frequently given to country ships to export to 
ports in Asia, for consumption in those placed. 

752. Has any license been granted to Sincapore?— Sincapore 

must have been included among other places. The license is, 
of course, to a limited amount, according to what appears to be 
the consumption in those places. * • 

753. Is there any means of ascertaining the extent to which 
such licenses have been granted by the factory at Canton to 
those several places.^ — A list of licenses which have been 
granted has been kept. 

754. It appears that the imports on account of the Company 
w^cre 4,500,000, and that the exports were 7,800,000 dollars ; 
how is the difference in value made up? — The Committee in 
China draw upon the l^engal treasury for the amount of the 
balance of the trade. 

755. How does the operation take place, and how is the ex- 

change made? — The Company regulate that exchange generally 
according to the value o^‘ Sycee silver, which is Chinese bullion, 
and of dollars in the Chinese market, in order to ascertain at 
what rate they can secure the money being paid into their 
treasury for bills. The standard of Sycee silver and of dollars 
differs considerably. The value of Sycee silver is parts of 
pure silver; the standard value of dollars is computed at 89^; 
and notwithstanding that difference, ♦he premium which the 
Chinese Sycee silver bears over the dollar is not generally above 
*ithrec per cent. ; so that, geiicyilly speaking, the Chinese give 
five per cent, premium for coined over uncoined bullion, the 
preference being given to coined bullion from a knowledge 
of the accuracy of its standard. With reference to the rate 
at which the Sycee silver is in the«i Chinese market com- 
pared with dollars, the Company regulate their exchange upon 
Bengal. The treasury at Canton is generally opene^ under 
very favourable circumstances^ inasmuch as of late years the 
Company have granted bills at 202, 203, and 204 sicca rupees 
for 100 dollars; those bills are drawn upon the Bengal go- 
vernment, In most seasons, to the amount of about 3,000,000 
of dollars. ' ^ 

756. What is it that makes the remittance so favourable to 
Bengal on the part of the Company ?— The tCanton treasury 
forms, to a certain extent, a remittance for the proceeds of the 
sales of Indian productions of opiam and of cotton. 

757. Are the Committee to understand that a largen portion 
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23 Feb. 1830, of the investment ^ teal England is provided by bills drawn * 
by the factory at Canton on the Bengal presidency 2 — A portion 
* ^ may. say that the Company’s home investment is 

entirely provid^ by the sale in China of English manufactures 
and productions of our Indian [Mssessions. It is the proceeds 
of those possessions seeking a r^urn to India that enables us 
to get money tifkm favourable terms. 

758. But those ^proceeds are supplied by private trade, not 
by arty trade which the Company has between India and China ? 
— *They result from private trade between India and China, as 
well as imports from India on the Company’s account. 

759. Will you state if you can at what intrinsic value the 
Spanish dollar received in Canton for bills on Bengal may be 
valued in English money ? — It varies ; dollars are more or less 
valuable in the market, according to the quantity of them ; I 
have known the exchange above 6s. and below 4fS. 

760. In the statement that you have delivered in, it is stated 
that the Factory received for bills on the Honourable Court of 
Directors* 78,200 dollars; do you know what was the^exchange 
in that year ? — 1 do not remember at what rate th^ specific 
sum was drawn ; I should think it must have been 4s. '6d. in 
that year ; but of late years the treasury at Cantqfa has not 
been open for bills on the Court of Directors* 

761. There is an item described as cc tificates 447,143 dollars 
received into the treasury at Canton ; will you slate what cer- 
tificates are? — Bills which are granted by the Committee 
in Canton to commanders and officers in their service, to afford 
them the means of remittance for the profits upon their in- 
vestments ; they differ so far from bills, that the rate at which 
they Are drawn remain^ to be adjusted by the Court in Eng- 
land. « 

762. There appears in the exports from Canton ^cee silver 
and Peruvian silver 6,094,000 tales; is that exported by private 
merchants or by the Company P^liie Company have occasion- 
ally sent dollars to Bengal ; tney do not export Sycee silver. 

763. Under what privilege is that silver exported ?— The 
Chinese laws prohibit the exportation of any metals. Dollars 
are alldwed to be exported from^ China, hut not bullion ; but it 
has always been exported to a large amount. * 

764. Is any certificate obtained from the custom-house to 
permit tlie exportation of bullion from Canton ?— .Of dollars, not 
of Sycee silver. ^ 

765. Then all Sycee silver exported must be contraband ?— 
Its exportation is prohibited by law. * 

760'. Has* the Company ever exported any dollars or Sysee 
silver since you were at Canton ?— Dollars iliey have. 

767. To what places have they exported them ? — To Bengal. 
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768. Are jrou able to state tplia^i|d|£ait3^ have ex> 23 Feb. 1830. 

ported P — I remember one seasoq to. th* mpiutw liw a million — — 

Sterling. * ^ CMar^nk^ 

769. Was that export of silver a surplus of after pro- 

viding for their investment, 0 was it silver obtained finr bills 
granted in Bengal ? — It arose in that season firptn the imports 
having sold at a much better profit than vgas ,e;jtpected, and 
the treasury containing more money than was rdgttired for the 
provision of the home investment, it being contempUted by the 
Select Committee that the supply would be very seatonable to 
the Bengal government at the time the dollars were sent. 

770. In what year was that?— It must have been in 1817, 

1 think. 


.771. You stated on a former day, that the competition on 
the part of the English merchants, if the trade was opened, 
would raise the price of teas. Is not tea almost the only arti- 
cle which has been kept at a fixed or nearly fixed rate in China 
since you have been at Canton ? — I have mentioned variations 
which havs| taken place in the price of tea during my recollection. 

779. Are you aware tliA; cassia, silk, camphor, and generally 
the export of China have been reduced in price, whilst tea 
has remained nearly stationary ?«^No; J do not know the fact 
that all exports of China^iave been reduced in price. 

778. Did not the competition of the Americans raise the 
price of some peculiar sorts of tea ? — ^With respect to tlie green 
teas, it has always had that tendency. 

774. Are they much higher now than they were?— They 
are higher than they were, and we find greater difficulty in 
obtaining them. ^ 

* 775. Do you know the proportion in which they have* risen ? 

—I cannot state that from recollection. 

776. Is it not in the power of the Americans, or any other 

country, if they give a higher price than the Company, to obtain 
tea ?— 1 should think it was. ^ 

777. Can you state whether green tea is used by the natives 
in China, or whether it is not principally an article of exoort ? 
—I have been told that it was principally for the foreign market, 
but I believe it is also used in the countiy. 

778. Have you any reason to doubt the capability of its in- 
crease to any amount to which the demand might arise ?— I 
have already stated, that of late years there haS|been more de- 
mand for it than the supply would meet, from which 1 should 
be led to doubt the capability of its increase. « 

779. Has not that arisen from tlm gteBt demand which Ame- 
rica has had for green tea, they being the principal customers ? 
— That has entered into the causes of it. 

780. Are you aware what increase has taken place in the 
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23 Feb. 1830. exports of green tea, including the supply to America as well 
^"TT. . as to the Company during the seventeen years you liave been at 
^"^”1^*°***^** Canton ? — I cannot state it from recollection. 

781. Are you not aware that it has been considerably in- 
creased? — I believe the export^bf all teas has considerably 
increased, and the export or green has increased in common 
with the others : Jthe Company’s exports of teas from China 
have within my recollection increased considerably. 

762. Are you able to state whether the Americans purchase 
the greater part of their teas from the outside merchants or from 
the Hong merchants? — I believe the best part of the Ameri- 
can business, that is, the most respectable part, is conductec^ 
with the Hong merchants. 

783. Is it not notorious that the outside merchants supply a 
very large proportion of the American trade ? — I do not know 
what proportion. I have stated that the outside dealers fre- 
quently make shipments through the hongs of the junior mer- 
chants to very considerable extent ; I have no means of 
ascertaining what that extent is. 

784. You were understood to state that by the firmness and 
conduct of the Select Committee, they have been able to resist 
impositions on the part of the Hong merchants ?— Innovations 
on our privileges by the government, and attempts to raise the 
prices of teas by the merchants. cannot afford any inno- 
vation on our privileges,* for they are limited enough ; but tlios. 
attempts that have been made to raise the prices of teas by com- 
binations among the merchants, have been put down by the 
Company. 

785. If the Company, had no longer a factory there, but the 
British^ interests were represented by a consul, what, in your 
opinion, would be the effect of an union of all the European con- 
suls at Canton, in case of aiw '^attempt at imposition on the ])art 
of the Hong merchants ? - 1 conceive that the interests of dif- 
ferent European merchants resident in China would be so likely 
to be at variance, that^it would be very difficult to reckon upon 
the possibility of such an union. But supposing such an impro- 
bable result to take place, I conceive the Company’s authority 
would derive very little acquisition of power or influence from 
such an association. 

786. You have stated that the influence of the Company de- 
pends upon their being the largest dealers at Canton ? — 1 have 
stated that as pne cause of the power and influence of the East- 
India Company. 

787. Are you not aware that the influence of any nation, or 
of any individual in a series of years in a commercial port, must 
depend upon the extent to which they carry on their trade ; and 
if, under the protection of a British consul, the British trade 
was increased by being thrown open, is it not probable that the 
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influence of that consul and of that nation would continue as great 23 Feb* l b30 . 
as that of the Company ? — No ; 1 do not believe diat the Chinese - 7—7 
government would consent to receive a King’s consul : I mean. CMar^ntajikx, 
to acknowledge him as the representative of the sovereign of this 
country, or to receive him in the character which we attach to 
him. Even on occasion of an embassy, the name given by the 
Chinese to an ambassador is that of a tribute-bearer, a man 
who brings presents from an inferior Prinde to lay them at the 
feet of their Celestial Emperor. I believe if the Company’s 
chief were vested with the power of a consul to-morrow, that 
his condition in the estimation of the Chinese would not be 
altered. In cases where our men-of-war have been in China. • 
or any King’s officers, the Chinese have shown every indisposi- 
tion to acknowledge them. I do not believe that the Chinese 
would be brought to acknowledge a King’s representative under 
the impression which we have of such a representative. 

788. Was not Lord Amherst the representative of the King, 
and not of the Company ? — He was the King’s ambassador. 

789. Was not he received as such? — I repeat, that the 
Chinese have nc name for an ambassador ; they consider him as 
a mere bearer of presdhts — tribute as they call it. A person 
])ersonating his sovereign, in the capacity of a negociator, is 
one that their laws do not consent to recognize. In an inter- 
view of an ambassadoj^ with Chinese authorities, they ask him 
how old his king is, and how old he himself is, or how many 
children he has. If important business is alluded to, they start 
as if a hidden snare was laid open, and are silent. They are 
'ver ready to bring in aid of their views the most unfounded 
- ibchoods; and with these the more venial equivocations of 

i^ropean policy are but little able to gontend. 

790. Was not Lord Macartney received, and had Jie not an 
a dicnce of the Emperor, as the representative of the King of 
England ? — He was received, but not in the character which we 
attach to a King’s representative. 

791. Does not that arise from their not conceiving tliat any 
foreign power is on an equality with the Emperor ? — In some 
measure, from presumption of that kind. They consider China 
the centre of civilization, and their Emperor the sovtgreign of 
the universe. , 

792. Are you able to state whether they consider their govern- 

ment more on an equality with the King’s representative than 
the Company’s representative ? — They know the King’s repre- 
sentative to be a roan of high rank. I stated,# with reference to 
a King’s consul at Canton, that 1 do not believe the Chinese 
would recognize such a person, attaching to Ifim the same cha- 
racter that we do. • 

793. Do you conceive they ever wohld have received a depu- 
tation from the Companv as they received a deputation from the 
King of England at Pekin? - No, 1 do not, .iJ though we have 
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23 Feb. 1830. little to boast of the feception given to either of our embassies. 

-7T In reply to this question 1 may state* that the members of the 
aMarj^tbanks, ggject Committee were requested to proceed to Pekin, I think 
in theyeai* 1789, to be present at the celebration of the Em- 
peror’s birth-day. They declined proceeding there, it being 
understood that tliey would be required to submit to very humi- 
liating compliances. Had they gone, 1 believe they would have 
been treated very nftich'as other deputed persons have been. 

794. Then why should not the representative of the King of 
England, as a consul at Canton, if he has a superintendence 
and control of the same extent of trade, be equally respected 
with any repfesentative of the Company ? — I think the conduct 
of the trade gives the Company’s representative an advantage, 
as well as that the Chinese have been accustomed to no other. 
Iberc is at this moment a King’s consul in China, having a 
diploma from the King of Hanover. I believe his existence, 
as a public functionaiy, is as little known among the Chinese 
as in this country. When a British admiral was in China 
the Chinese would not receive him. The Committee said, 
here is the King’s authority, appeal to him ; they said, we know 
no such authority ; we recognize none other but that of the 
Company to which we have been accustomed, and all transac- 
tions with them must be through their representative. 

795. The Committee understood frop^ you that the Chinese 
government are very unwilling to trade with any country ; that 
they are, in a great measure, independent of foreign trade ? — I 
stated that I believed that China, more perhaps than any coun- 
try in the world, was independent of foreign commerce, inas- 
much as it possessed nearly every variety of climate, and had 
the necessaries and luxuries of life supplied by successful agri- 
culture and extensive inland commerce. I did not say that 
the Chinese were averse to tr&^e ; 1 believe any aversion to 
foreigners to have its basis in political jealousy. 

796. Will you have the goodness to state in what manner the 

Company were able, in 1814, when they stopped the trade with 
China, to succeed in carrying their point, and in resisting the 
demands made upon them at that time ?— By perseverance, I 
believe/ * 

797. That is to say, by stopping the trade ? — By stopping 
the trade, in the first instance, and by firmness and decision 
until their objects were obtained. 

798. Did they not stop the whole British trade ? — Yes, they 

did. • 

799. Were they able to stop the trade of any other Euro- 
peans ? — Aqy other Europeans were not involved in the question, 
and the Company never thought of attempting it. 

800. What, in your estimation, was the inducement to that 
concession on th^part of the Chinese?— I should say, a know- 
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ledge as well of the power and influence of the East-India Com- 23 Feb. 1830. 
pany, as well as a great reluctance on the part of the Chinese "7^ 
generally, that they should be derived of the advantages of ^ ** 

their trade. I am not aware that I stated that the Chinese were 
indej^ndent of foreign trade ; 1 stated that they attached a very 
considerable value to it. 

801. Are you able, from any documents you have ever seen, 
to ascertain the amount of the duties which the foreign trade of 
Canton produces to the government ?— I have already stated 
that I had heard it estimated that the Imperial duties sent to 
Pekin were 2,000,000 of dollars. 1 have also heajd it called 
2,000,000 of tales. 

502. Who were the parties at variance in that dispute between 
the Hong merchants and the officers of the Company ? — The 
dissension was between the Chinese government and tiie repre- 
sentatives of the Company. 

803. Was not the local government at Canton backed by the 
Imperial government at Pekin ? — It was. 

804. Then are the Committee to understand, that the stand 
made on the part of the (h)mpany,by the stoppage of the trade, 
was sufficient to induce the Imperial government to give up the 
resistance they had made to the demands of the Company?— 

The resistance made by the Company at that time produced 
the result which I have stated ; but no demands were made by 
the Company from the Imperial government of Pekin. 

805. Do not you imagine that the stoppage of the trade 
caused great inconvenience to the merchants, and that it was 
their influence which induced the government to yield ? — I be- 
lieve it produced great inconveniencc^to all classes connected 
with foreign trade ; great personal inconvenience to the mer- 
chants themselves, and, of cou^e, to all natives in any way 
connected with the trade. 

806. You stated, that there had been an edict issued by the 

Imperial government, which the Company's officers resisted ; 
was there any edict of revocation ? — I "cannot state whether 
there was an edict of revocation, or whether it became a dead 
letter. • » 

807. How long did the suspension of the trade continue ?— 

About two months. 

808. Was there any other reason assigned for withdrawing 
the order of prohibition than the inconvenience arising from the 
stoppage of the trade ?— I dare say there were many reasons 
assigned for it; I only know what reasons I assigned myself. 

809. Are you aware w'hether the Viceroy of Canton has any 
interest or participation in the prolits arising from the commerce 
at Canton ?— 1 should think he had. 

810. If the prices of woollens and of the diifeVent articles of 
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23 Fell. 1830. import into Canton were reduced, would not the trade of Canton 
be thereby considerably increased ?— That is too general a 
* ® question for me to answer. 

811. In those years when woollens have been cheaper than 
ordinary, have you sold more of them or not?— Tlie Company’s 
supply of woollens has been regulated with reference to the 
supposed demand, iaking one year with another. 

812. Have you known the price of woollens considerably 
lowered by the imports of Americans or other foreigners ? — I 
have known the importation of Dutch camlets to interfere with 
the sale of British. 

813. Have the prices in China been lowered in proportion to 
the lowering of the prices in this country ?— The sale prices of 
the Company’s woollens in China have very materially decreased 
within my recollection. 

814. In 6xing the price there, do you fix any per-ceniage of 
profit upon the English prices?— We are regulated by the de- 
mand of the Chinese market without much reference to the 
cost value. 

« 

815. Are you aware that the quantity of woollens imported 
by the Company decreased from the years 1809 and 1810, when 
the^ were 262,000 pieces, to 123,000 in 1827 and 1828? — 1 
believe the statements laid by the C(?mpany before Parliament 
on this subject to be correct. 

816. Have you any means of knowing whether the imports 
by the Americans and other nations in the same time have in- 
creased much more than this decrease ?— 1 am not prepared to 
draw a comparison. 

817. els it within your knowledge that the Company have ad- 
mitted individual merchants in Condon to fill up any vacant 
tonnage in their ships upon their application for the export of 
woollens to China? — 1 have been told that they have done so. 

818. Can you state at w'hat rate per ton ? — I cannot. 

819. Were the godSls so exported confined to the‘ Company’s 

Factory at China, or were they at the full disposal of the mer- 
chants that sent them thei^e? — My recollection is, that they 
were not confined to the Factory. • 

820. Were they a free consignment to any house established 
at Canton? — I believe so. 

821. What rould they receive in return for those goods ?-^I 
do not know. 

822. Are yoli certain that the Coihpany have permitted per- 
sons to s^nd out manufactures from England, leaving them the 
disposal of the consignment at China, and not confining them 
to the Company’s Factory? — That is my impression; but I am 
not certain of /^he fact. 1 believe goods belonging to private 
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merchants have also been sent out in the privilege tonnage of 23 Feb. 1830. 
officers. • 

823. Are you aware whether the Company’s servants have 
ever made any representation to the Hong merchants on the 
subject of the American dealings with them ; that is, on the 
increase of dealings with the outside merchants ? — There were 
some discussions which took place in the year before last, in 
which the Company were engaged, which* ha& reference to the 
question. 

824. What was the nature of that correspondence on the part 
of the Company with the Hong merchants ? — The greater part 
of the proceedings on that occasion has been published ; it was 
not a correspondence which was confined to the Hong merchants, 
but extended to the government. Though a member of the 
Select Committee, I was absent from China at the Indian pre- 
sidencies when the discussion took place, and I differed in opinion 
with the Select Committee as to the expediency of several of 
tile measures adopted. 

825. Have you seen the documents ?— I have. 

826. Can you state the nature of it ? — The discussions with 
which the Committee were connected originated in the bank- 
ruptcy of the Hong merchant Manhop. At the period of his 
bankruptcy, it appeared ^that his insolvency was very much 
ow'ing to his connexion W'lth the outside dealers ; and the Hong 
merchants generally, as a body, were ve'ry anxious that the ex- 
tent of that dealing should be limited, inasmuch as they had 
sustained very serious losses from being held responsible for the 
bankruptcy of junior merchants. The Americans being con- 
nected with some of the outside dealers in question, were de- 
sirous to support them, and anxious that the Hong merchants 
should nowise interfere with them. The American merchants 
had, by the temptation of higher prices, succeeded in some 
previous seasons in diverting from the Company’s investment a 
portion of the teas which were contracted for by the Hong 
merchants ; and it was with the view to prevent the recurrence 
of that, that the Committee gave every encouragement in their 
power to the Hong merchants, to prevent as much as possible 
the connexion of &e outside dealm with the juniors ef the 
Hong. 

827. Are the Committee to understand that the Hong mer- 

chants of their own accord were willing to deal wi^ the 
Americans, and had dealt with the Americans, but that the 
Company’s servants interfered to prevent it ?— No ; 1 did not 
state that. • « 

828. Did not the Company’s servants interfere to prevent the 

Hong merchants dealing with the Americans ? - No, not the 
Hong merchants. . • 

829. You- have stated that the Select Commi ^ee were vested 
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S3 Feb. 1830. by law with power to exercise a control over all British siib- 
• 7 - 7 - jects at Canton. Do you apprehend that there- would be any 
CMa^oribonkSf danger to the British interests at Canton if English free traders 
were perinitted to export teas from hence to the Continent of 
Europe, supposing that the ships’ crews and supercargoes were, 
whilst ip ^hina, subject to the control of the Select Committee, 
in the^j^iiop British subjects resorting to Canton now 

are ?7^1"bai^e stdfced ‘generally, that I conceive any great ex- 
tension 'df the private 'trade in Canton would have a tendency 
to euB^^nger its security^ inasmuch as there would be a greater 
resort of British subjects there, and they would be more likely 
to come into collision with the Chinese. 

830. Do you apprehend there would be any danger to the 
British interests at Canton if English subjects were permitted 
to trade between the United Kingdom and China in every 
thing but tea, supposing the tea monopoly to continue as it 
now is, in the hands of the East-lndia Company ? — 1 think I 
have already answered this question. 1 conceive, also, there 
would be a considerable temptation to smuggle tea into this 
country. 

831. Supposing that, in addition to the powers now vested 
in the Select Committee at Canton by law, they were ac- 
credited from the Crown and acted solely as a consulate, without 
having any concern in trade either ^or themselves or others, 
but exercising a full cqntrol over all British ships and subjects 
resorting to Canton, would there be any danger, under such 
circumstances, in throwing the trade entirely open? — I do not 
think they could possess, under such circumstances, the power 
they do at present, inasmuch as the control of the commerce 
adds materially to theiv influence. 

832i Do you think that the Americans, upon the whole, 
purchase their tea less cheap^ or more cheaply than the Coru- 
pany? — The Company, I think, purchase their tea on more 
advantageous terms. I conceive that impression to exist upon 
the minds of the Americans themselves, inasmuch as 1 have 
frequently seen the ^word << Company ” printed, which is not 
the habit with the Company’s investments, upon tea-chests 
consigned on board American vessels. 1 was informed that 
the name “ Company ” attached a quality ^ to those teas among 
the Americans, which would not belong to them if that mark 
was not upon the chest. This left an impression upon my mind, 
that even in America the belief was that the Company got 
better teas tha^ any other purchasers. 

833. Are you aware of a proclamation issued on July the 
2 c], 1828, perftiitting an intercourse between the Americans 
and the outside merchants in certain articles, although exclud- 
ing them in others ? — The outside merchants were, always per- 
mitted to deal in certain articles:^ china-ware and all retail 
goods. They psed to trade at the same time in manufacturecl 
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silks; but that was by a connivance of the law. Within the 23 Feb. 1830: 
last two years they have received permission to deal in manu- ^ "TT , 
factured silks as well as in other articles. CMar^nk*, 

834. Do you recollect the issuing of the prochunttion referred 
to ? — I have read tlie proclamation. 

835. Was that subsequent to the discussion that iopk place 
between the supercargoes and the Hong merchil&ts?«-»It was 
subsequent to the discussions to which. 1 haveallpded. 

836. Was it about that period?— It was in conseqvienee of 
the discussions that had taken place. 

837. Can you state whether teas may not be frequently prd*‘* 
cured at Manilla and many of the Eastern islands as cheap as 
in China, and with the same facility ? — have never understood 
so to any amount. 


838. It appears in the Report of the Committee which sat in 
the year 1813, that Mr. James Drummond, now Lord Strath- 
allan, who was the chief of the Company’s Factory, gave his 
opinion that they certainly could be procured as cheap, and 
frequently cheaper ; do you concur in that opinion ?— I believe 
it could not be procured sft those places in any quantity and of 
good quality. As far as Manilla is concerned, the Spaniards 
have shown little disposition to encourage the resort of British 
subjects to that place. ^ 

839. If the English trade were to become a free trade, and 
no longer in the hands of the Company, would not that, in your 
opinion, break up the Hong and cause a difierent constitution 
of the Chinese trade ? — I conceive it would lead to results upon 
which no person could speculate, from the very peculiar cha- 
racter of the Chinese. 1 should be sorry^to say that the English 
power could not compel the Chinese to come to any tenqs they 
chose to dictate, but the result of that, I think, would be an 
interruption of the amicable relations that now subsist. Admit- 
ting that such an open trade could be quietly conducted, the 
Hong merchants might possess an almost unlimited power over 
it, were they to form a close combinatipn against individual 
traders, and received, at the same time, the support of their 
government. 

840. As tlmse relations are merely relations of trade, are you 
not of opinion that the trade would §nd its own relations after a 
little time of confusion that might perhaps result from the 
change ? — I conceive it is very difficult to apply general prin- 
ciples to the Chinese, or the conduct of their government. 

84 L. Supposing the trade to continue a monopoly trade for 
the consumption of teas in JBngland, and that English ships and 
English merchants were permitted to car^ on an indirect China 
trade, that is to say, a trade between China and other parts of 
the world ; would that, in your opinion, endanger in any way 
the authority of the Company’s Factory in China? — 1 have 
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23 Ftib» 1330. Stated that I think every increase of the resort of British sul^ects 
to China would more or less affect the security of the trade. 

842. Is not the resort of British subjects to China always 
necessarily confined to a veiy small spot ?— It is. 

843 Are you of opinion that, even if the commercial inter- 
course was increased, that could affect the peace of the country 
out of the reach of that small district to which it is confined ?— 
I do not think the Chinese would increase the limits in propor- 
tion to the increased resort of British subjects. 

844. As the amount of trade would probably not be aug- 
mented, but tha only difference would be that British subjects 
would carry on a portion of that trade which is now carried on 
by the Americans and others, could that either require a larger 
extent of ground upon which to carry it on, or could it in any 
way involve the Company’s Factory in any increased risk or 
danger ? — It would be in proportion to the increased extent of 
such a trade ; the probable involvement in difficulties with the 
Chinese would be regulated by that. 

845. Suppose twenty British ships should be substituted to 
carry on the trade which twenty Ailierican ships now do with 
the continent of Europe, and that the Company should remain 
as they now are witli the monopoly of the English market, 
would any danger arise from that su|;)stitution ?— I believe that 
twenty American ships are not now employed in the trade. 

846. Suppose that substitution to take place, whatever the 
number might be? — ^It depends very materially upon the 
number; I think the danger would be in proportion to the 
increase. 

847. Supposing a like number of British ships to replace the 
Amerreans which have carried on the carrying trade of Europe, 
would there be any danger in .that case ? — I think there is a dif- 
ference on this account, that the crews of English ships come 
more readily into collision with the Chinese than the crews of 
the American ships ; there is a more prudent and wary character 
belonging to the American, when compared with the careless 
and reckless spirit of Englisb sailors; in that case, I think 
dangf^r might result if thosa men were in ships which were not 
under any well-i^ulated discipline and control. The supe- 
riority of the ships of the Company in pomt of discipline and 
arrangement is ^nerally manifest ; in proof of tlieir superior 
efficient I may mention, that since I have been acouaintea with 
China, indeed yor the last twenty-four years, there nas not been 
one single instance of a homeward-bound China ship being 
either lost ort captured. During this period between 400 and 
500 of these fine merchantmen, the most perfect ever known in 
the commercial history of the world, must have navigated 
between China and Great Britain, a paft of the distance of 
14,000 or Ifi^OOO miles being through seas of difficult and 
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dangerous navigation. This mar^ 1 think, bo teoelved as a 28 Ftb* 1830. 
proof of the efficiency of the Cluaa Miifm of the Company, as 
well as of the skill of the officers by wbom they are commaiided; 
many other advantages might be stated which they possess. 

848. Has any inconvenience resulted from the increased 
number of country ships trading to China — There has been no 
proportionably increased resort of Eufopejins to what would 
take place in the event of an open trade, inasmuch as the crews 
of the country ships are composed of Lascars ; but I have known 
some violent acts take place in China from persons connected 
with country ships. I may mention one which occurred three 
years ago amongst the ships at Lintin. The captdtns of some 
of those ships, which were American and country ships, saw a 
Chinese boat captured by one of the custom-house boats, which 
were there upon duty. They imagined that the Chinese boat 
contained one of their own people, and they Immediately went 
to his rescue. Upon going alongside the Chinese war vessel 
they were warned off ; and upon insisting upon going on board, 
stones were thrown at diem by the crew of the Chinese vessel. 

The Lascars in the boat were ordered to fire upon the Chinese 
boat, and upon that oedksion one Chinese was killed and ten 
wounded, one of whom afterwards died. The Chinese govern- 
ment considered that it was the abt of pirates, and indeed it very 
much deserved that character. A stoppage of the trade might 
have taken place, but the Chinese were at that moment in no 
temper to enter into discussions. It was discovered afterwards 
that no person belonging to these ships had been seized by the 
Chinese war vesseL I conceive this was conduct which the 
Company’s representatives in China, if appealed to by the Chi- 
nese, must have considered indefensib^. 

849. In what year was this? — In 1827. « 

* 850. Have you ever knowQ any sudi act committed by 
British subjects in China P^This act was committed by British 
subjects. 1 have known affrays of sailors with the Chinese. 

851. Can you recollect any instance of any boat’s crew of an 

Indiaman trader acting in the way in wBich you have stated the 
crew of that vessel did? — No, I do not remember^ any instance 
that I can compare with it. * • 

852. Are not tHere sometimes British sailors on board the 
country ships ? — ^Very few. 

853. Were you at Canton at the (ime when Sir Murray Max- 
well forced his way up the river ? — was. ^ 

854. Did not he fire into the fort?«— He did, and the walls of 

the fort were in part blown down. * 

855. What was the result of that?— Sir Murfay Maxwell, 
upon arriving in tte Canton river, was molested W the Chinese 
war vessels. He'appealed to (he Viceroy of Cantoh. No 
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23 Feb. 1B30. attention was paid to his appeal, and he deteimined upon moving 
■7^ up the river. Upon his being fired at by the forts, he laid his 
CMafjwibanhXi mj j several broadsides into them, when he pro- 

ceeded up the river and anchored in the harbour of Canton. A 
Chinese deputation came the next day from the Viceroy to con- 
gratulate the Committee upon the manner in which Captain 
Maxwell had conducted himself. We were hardly prepared for 
such a result, but u^on asking an explanation, they stated that 
though he had been fired upon by the fort, he had not fired a 
single gun in return, and that in consequence he might be per- 
mitted to come up the river. In point of fact> it was more than 
the Viceroy’^ situation or perhaps life was worth, to admit the 
possibility of an English frigate forcing the port. 

856. Did not they allow a vessel commanded by Captain Hall 
to come up immediately afterwards ? — Captain Hall was in com- 
pany with Captain Maxwell, and came up either at the same 
time or soon afterwards; 

857. Was not it the fact that the Lyra, in which Captain Hall 
was, was not stopped as the Alceste had been ? — To the best of 
my recollection she was not molested, at least to no great extent. 

858. Do not some of the Americans keep some fast-sailing 
vessels for the purpose of forcing a contraband trade on the coast 
of China ?— Not that I was aware of. During the period of the 
American war the American vessels that came to China were 
very sharp built, partly acting as privateers, and partly to enable 
them to escape from our men-of-war. I should say that the 
Americans have lately altered the construction of their vessels, 
they now build squarer ships* 

859. Are you aware of any fast vessels being kept there for 
the purpose of smuggling<lipon the coast ? — have never known 
that they’were built for that purpose. 1 have known American 
schooners engaged in the trade, .and these were fast vessels. 

860. Are not the smugglers of China a very powerful body ; 
do not they move in considerable fleets upon the shore ? — Not 
in fleets ; their boats are very well manned and armed. 

861. Do not they set the government at defiance ? — Entirely, 
I should say, where they have^sea room. 

862. Do you suppose that the government {s capable of keep- 
ing them under ?— They possess no marine force capable, in 
my opinion, of suppressing them. 

863. Is the force of the smugglers upon the increase or upon 
the decrease? — The smuggling trade of China is materially upon 
the increase. 

864. In what i^ay do the Portuguese at Macao buy and sell 
with the Chinese ? — The Portuguese trade at Macao is very 
limited. Following gradually the decline of the power and 
resources of the mother country, they have dwindlea into insig- 
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nificance. The Portuguese have frequently applied for the ss Feb. 1830. 

privileges of trade at Canton, which have always been refused 

them. They are obliged to have their teas brought from Canton, 

but they are not allowed to reside there; they are confined to 

Macao, which at one time was a very important settlement, but 

now exhibits only the ruins of former prosperity. 

865. During the time when the commerce of Portugal to 
Macao was considerable, did the Chinese §o down to Macao 
to buy their articles and sell otheta, or how was the trade 
carried on ? — It was variously carried on. At one time by a 
coalition between Chinese and Portuguese merchants, which 
lasted but a very short period, as the Chinese were found to be 
very much their superiors in industry, as well as in the arts of 
deception. They were afterwards compelled to purchase from 
the Hong merchants, and in trifling articles from the outside 
merchants. 

866. Has any trade arisen with the Brazils?— Not to any 
extent, that 1 am aware of. 

867. Is there any considerable coasting trade carried on by 
the Chinese themselves^f — There is, I believe, I do not know to 
what extent. 

868. Do you know whether auy vessels sail from their ports to 
the islands of the Eastern Archipelago ?— Yes, they do ; few 
proceed from Canton, Trom the circumstance, 1 conclude, that 
the produce of the islands of the Archipelago is brought there 
in foreign ships. Tlie principal trade of these junks is from the 
province of Fokien, the province where the black tea is grown. 

869. Of what size are the vessels? — I have heard the largest 
estimated at 600 tons. They are by no means sea-worthy. 

870. Are you aware that they imjtort tea into Sincapore ? — 

I have seen statements of it, but I have no personal acquaintance 
with it. • 

871. Have you ever heard of the American vessels smuggling 
it directly from the tea provinces ?— Never. 

872. Are you aware that the Clynese vessels now go to 
Bengal ? — No, I am not aware of that. 

873. Do those vessels that leave China for the purposes of 
foreign trade require any license, or is the trade cont&banB ? — 

The principle of the Chinese government has always been to 
prevent the emigration of its subjects, and to discourage their 
engaging in foreign commerce. No insurmountable impediments 
are placed in the way of the Chinese foreien trade, though it 
has been disclaimed by the government, as’being an improper 
trade for its subjects to engage in. • 

874« Arc the Chinese permitted to leave China by law?— 

They are not by law. 

875. Is not a* considerable portion of the population of Sinca- 
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23 Feb. 1P30. pofe» Chinese ?-^It is ; nearly all the islands of the Eastern 

Archipelago are inhabited by Chinese, who form the rtiost indus- 

C MafjvffbankB^ tiious portion of the population* 

876. Have you ever been in the interior of the country? — I 
have not, to any great distance. 

877. When the Chinese go to reside in foreign countries, are 
they allowed to export their wives ? — No. The Chinese who go 
to mreign countries seem nf ver to go there with a view to fixed 
residence. They are remarkable for their nationality, and as 
soon as they collect a competence they return. They are pro- 
hibited from emigrating from China, and that prohibition of 
course extends to their wives, which is an additional assignable 
reason for their not becoming fixed colonists. 

878. Are not woollens worn by the natives at Canton during 
the winter months ? — They are. 

879. Are not the cold months at Canton February and March? 
— The cold season is from November to April. 

880. Is not the climate at that period much colder at Canton 
than it is at Calcutta ?^lt is ; the two climates arc distinctly 
different, though nearly on the same parallel of latitude. 

881. Is there much intercourse between the Chinese and 
Japan ? — There is some intercourse between the Chinese and 
Japan, but to a limited extent ; the Chin^'se arc looked upon at 
Japan ivith the same distrust as other foreigners, perhaps more 
so, from the proximity of their empire to Japan. 

882. What difficulties exist with respect to any trade with 
Cochin China and Siam ? — The extreme jealousy of the govern- 
ments, and the kings of these countries putting themselves for- 
ward as the first merchanl^^ in their dominions, requiring the 
right of pre-emption of all commodities, and attaching their 
own prices ^to them. We have endeavoured to propitiate their 
favour by unsuccessful missions, which have tended to injure 
our trade rather than promote its interests. That description of 
wretched truckling to the despots of these ultra-gangetic nations 
and persons, in the ciqiaqity of British representatives, walking 
about without shoes among white elephants and monkies, has 
only tended to degrade our national character without obtaining 
for us anymommercial advantages* 

883. Supposing the European trade were excluded from China, 
would it not resort to tlie islands in the Eastern Archipela^ ? 
— 1 think that great difficulties would arise in the way of its 
resort there, from the cumbrous and unwieldy nature of the 
Cliinese vessels, an^ the insecurity which is supposed to attach 
to property embarked in them ; from the difficulties which might 
be placed in the way by the Chinese government of the export 
of tea to any great quantity from China. They have prevented 
the export of tea in native vessels by sea to Cantpn. 
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884. Are the transactions of the Btjauggling trade carried on S3 Feb. 1830. 
with as much fidelity and regularity on ^ the part of the Chinese rr 

as the transactions of the regular trade With wonderful regu- 
larity. considering the nature of the trade ; certainly not with ** 
tlie same regularity as those of the legal trade. 

885. Are you acquainted with the transactions in Sycee ? — 

Yes, I am. « 

886. Are those carried on with r^larity? — ^With extreme 
regularity. 

887. Is not that a trade in which, if there was not regularity* 
there would be exposure to fraud ? — It is from its bature very 
open to fraud ; at the same time, the employment of the per- 
sons that deal in Sycee depends entirely upon their preserving 
their character. 

888. And the result is, that those transactions are veiy regu- 
lar? — Wonderfully so. 

889. Supposing the same establishment that the Company 
now have at Canton were to be continued as deputies or repre- 
sentatives of the Crown, «nd to have the same control, or a 
greater control over every British subject resorting to China than 
they now have, could not, in that case, a free trade be carried 
on without any risk or ^nger ?— Not with the same security 
that exists at present. 

890. Supposing they had the same power, why should they 

not act on behalf of the King as Uiey now act on behalf of the 
Company ? — Their possessing the power of King’s consul would 
give them a greater control over British subjects, but would 
effect little change in their character^n the estimation of the 
Chinese. • 

* 891. Suppose they were vested with the power of imprisoning 
and sending away, and controlling in any way the crews of the 
vessels resorting to the port of Canton, can you see any diffi- 
culty there would be in carrying on a fi^e trade ? — 1 think the 
answers I have previously given go to show difficulties as likely 
to exist. The Select Committee possess the power of deporta- 
tion, as it is called, already, by a clause in the charter o(1813. 

892. Do you thidk that the great trade which the Company 
carry on there gives them an authority which would not be pos- 
sessed by persons not carrying on trade ?— Unquestionably it 
gives them both power and influence. 

■ 893. Would not a greater degree of traded carried on by 
Englishmen, under their authority, give tbema gifeater influence ? 

—I do not ^ow that it would. « 

894. Is the danger you apprehend from the unlimited resort 
of British merchants ?— It is, in some measure. 
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JoviSf 25® die Febmarii, 1830. 

WILLIAM BROWN, Esq. called in, and examined. 

895. You are the head of an extensive commercial establish- 
ment at Liverpool trading with the United States of America, 
and carrying on business upon commission for other persons 
engaged upon that business ?— 1 am. 

896. Are you very extensively engaged in it?— Tolerably so. 

897. As extensively as any other house in Liverpool ? — I 
presume wc are. 

898. Have you been employed, either on your own account 
or on account of other persons, citizens of the United States, 
to ship goods, being British manufactures, to China from this 
country ? — We have. 

899. To what extent? — Probably that question will be most 
correctly answered by a memorandum from my books. This is 
an exact account of the amount which we have from time to 
time shipped, the total amount is £744,257. Ss. 6d . ; in Novem- 
ber 1821, £66,751. 19^. 4rf. ; in March 1822, £64.256. 18^. Sd.; 
in March 1823, £50,834. 12^. Bd.; in August 1824, £53,277. 

5d.; in February 1825, £52,422. IO 5 . Id,; in September 
1825, £76,016, 145. 2d.; in July 1825, £54,217. 25. Id.; in 
December, £47,505. 195. Sd.; in September 1826, £48,471. 
75. ll£f, ; in June 1827, £59,808. 25. 9d.; in October, £65,966. 
195. 4^.; in May 1829, £55,909. 45. 3^.; in August, £48,818. 
155. 6d, The sums I have stated were the amount of invoices 
with charges after deducting drawbacks. Some of the ships 
took some specie, the amount of which cannot be ascertained 
with accuracy, but in the whole it cannot have exceeded 
£10,000; the rest was British dry goods, and some other small 
matters. 

900. Were those ^oods shipped for Canton, or were they 
shipped for any other place?— They were shipped for Canton, 
but we generally cleared out for Batavia. 

90?. Had you any particular reason for preferring to clear 
out for Java instead of clearing out direct for Canton ? — So 
long as my friends considered the business worth following, 
they were willing that it should be as little known as possible to 
others. 

902. Was itCfrom a dread of exciting competition that you 
conceive they ilished to clear out for Batavia instead of Canton ? 
— I presuipe it was. 

903. What proportion do you conceive that the manufactured 
goods,, which you shipped upon agency for, China, bears to the 
whole export of manufactured goods in neutral bottoms from this 
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country to Canton ?-^To that on American account, I should 25 Feb. 1830 . 

suppose might be one-half or one-third; but I cannot speak 

with any degree of accuracy as to that point- ^rown, Esq. 

904. But you know that other houses have shipped goods on 
American account from this country to Canton ? — I knpw they 
have. 

905. Have you any means of knowing- whether those specu- 
lations have turned out profitable or otlierwise to the parties ? 

— Latterly they have been very unprofitable ; the last three or 
four years. 

906. Can you explain the circumstances that have led to 

their being so unprofitable ?-<-l think there are various causes 
why they have been unprofitable. One probability is the cir- 
cumstance of the East-India Company having supplied Canada 
direct with teas, which prevented teas being smuggled into the 
Canadas from the United States ; another cause probably is, 
that the markets of Europe have been more shut against the 
Americans by prohibitory duties, and in consequence of more 
direct trade between those countries and Canton in their own 
bottoms. • 

907. You mean the return trade from China in tea ? — Yes. 

Another cause, which I should think ha^ probably still more 
bearing upon the American trade with India and China is, that 
the credit given for duties in the United States is long. The 
credit given on ships coming from China is six, twelve, and 
eighteen months, except on teas ; there is upon them a credit 
of twelve months on the duties after they are taken out of bond ; 
and those facilities, I conceive, have furnished capital, which 
has produced over-trading, and made the trade eventually not 
so profitable. ^ 

908. What was the largest import of tea from Canton* to the 
United States prior to this over-trading ? — I am not able to 
answer that question. 

909. But you know, generally, that there was an excess of 
supply of tea, as compared with the depiand in America? — 

Yes, 1 am quite aware of that. 

910. Do you recollect in what year this excess of supply 
which has made the trade so unprofitable, first became manifest 
in America ?— I thinlc it began to be felt four years ago. 

911. Do you mean to state to the Committee, that the losses 

sustained in this trade were upon the returns from China, rather 
than from the exports from this country ?— I confine myself 
altogether to the returns from China. | 

918. Youstatedtbat the *continental duties upon tea imported 
from the United States were raised : at what period* was that 
alteration?—! canjaot state exactly the period; I merely know 
the fact of there having been obst^ee in the way of trade that 
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have caused some impediment to that free shipment they before 
enjoyed. 

913. Do you apprehend that before the East-India Company 
undertook to send teas direct from Canton to the British pro- 
vinces in North America, that those provinces were principally 
supplied from the United States ? — I have no doubt that they 
were supplied to arconsiderable extent from the United States ; 
the precise extent I cannot state. 

914. Do you believe that any supply now comes from the 
United States to the British provinces?—! think, if any thing, 
it is the re’^erse. * 

915. You think it is more probable that tens are introduced 
from Canada into the United States ? - 1 think it is very pro- 
bable they are, under existing circumstances. 

916. What is the rate of duty upon tea in the United States? 
— It varies, depending upon the description of tea ; but that I 
am not altogether able to answer. I am aware that it is a high 
duty, but I cannot state exactly what it is. 

917. You stated that a credit is given for the duties for as 
long a period as eighteen months in ‘^onie cases, and that this 
credit has been the means of given facility to over-trading, by 
creating a capital in the hands of parties who were embarked 
in those speculations ? — That is my opinion. 

918. Of course, the amount of the capital so created in their 
hands must depend upon the amount of duty? — Certainly. 

919. From the statement you read, there appears to have 
been a considerable shipment of goods in the last year ? — There 
has been. 

920., Is the trade reviving on the part of the United States ? 
— 1 cannot say that it is ; but it has been so long bad, that the 
parties embarking in those speculations have a reasonable hope 
and expectation that it will revive for their imports to the 
United States by the time the vessels return. 

921. What are the returns from China to the United States? 
— Principally teas and silks. I should say tliat the prices of 
teas are a little better in the United States, but notliing of 
any fnoment. 

922. Of course you have opportunities of communicating 
with captains and owners of vessels which you freighted, and 
with supercargoes that have traded to China ; did they ever 
state to you any difficulties that occurred with respect to the 
sale of their goods, or the purchase of the teas, or other com- 
modities in Clikina, by the interposition of the Chinese authorities 
in CantOQ?— I make it my business frequently to inquire of 
captains of those vessels the nature of tlie Chinese trade, and I 
never was aware that any difficulty whatever arose on the part 
of the constituted authorities there, but ‘the reverse; I have 
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understood that they were very much disposed to cultivate the 25 F«b. 1B30. 
trade, and to afford every reasonable facility. Bsq^ 

923. Do you know whether the United States have any 
establisliment at Canton to protect or to facilitate their trade ? 

— At one time they had a consul there ; but I am not certain 
whether they have at this moment or not. 

921. Do you know whether the purchasesjmadc by the super- 
cargoes of the ships in which you are interested were made 
through the Hong merchants, or partly from the Hong mer- 
chants and partly from other merchants, traders in tea ? — The 
course of trade, I apprehend, on the arrival of a ship in China, 
is, ill the first instance, to apply to the Hong, the "supercargo, 
or resident, who makes the contract with the Hong, makes the 
best bargain he can witli him, and generally gives him the 
preference in purchasing some of his cargo from him ; but 
in every instance I have ever known of, he has been at liberty 
to purchase from the other 1 longs, or from the outside trade ; 
but generally giving the preference to the Hong to which his 
ship is consigned, if his teas are as cheap as others. 

1)25 Du those supercargoes go generally to the outside 
dealers? — In the first instance they must apply to one of the 
Hong mercliants to secure th^ vessel; and it is matter of ar- 
rangement or coniract with him what quantity of teas they shall 
take from him. He gentrally shows them his samples, and it is 
arranged to the satisfaction of the parties ; but 1 believe a large 
proportion is bought from the other Hong merchants, or from 
the outside merchants. 

926. Then there is no obligation to trade with the Hong 
merchant beyond the agreement made in the contract for secur- 
ing the vessel ? — None. • 

^ 927. Do you know whether the price of teas purcHksed by 
the supercargoes varied considerably at different periods?— I 
have always understood China to be a fluctuating market. 

928. Did the supercargoes ever complain that they could 
not procure teas of the best qualities for {he American trade ? — 

Never. 

929. Docs that answer apply to.every description of teas, the 

black as well as the green ?— It does. * 

930. In point of fact, is not green tea the great consumption 
of the United States ? — It is. I should probably say, that inas- 
much as the East- India Company are the largest purchasers, 
particularly of black teas* I should think they might have some 
slight advantages in the purchase of that desiription of teas 
but inasmuch as the Americans are large purchasers of green 
teas, I should think the East-India Company will hav;/e no advan- 
tages there : but any advantage that may arise to one party or 
another 1 look upop as arising solely from their being, either 
larger or more limited customers. 

\ 
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25 Feb. 1850. 931. What is the size of the American >hi|n in which this 

.. trade has been carried on, so far as you have been concerned 

IT. Brewfif E>q. jjj jj p — gjjjpg frpn, three hundred to nearly five hundred tons. 

932. Have the ships a supercargo to make their purchases 
and dispose of their freight, or is that duty sometimes left to the 

^ captain ?— Sometimes^ when he is a very clever man ; but in the 

ships in which 1 have been particularly interested there is a re- 
sident agent upon Vhe spot in China. 

933. Do you know what the freight is from Liverpool to 
China, and back to the United States?— The freights have 
fallen very much of late. They were at one time as high £9 or 
£10 a ton for the measurement tonnage of forty cubit feet, but 
1 apprehend they are not more than two-thirds of that now, 
probably not so much : but 1 beg to be understood as not 
stating exactly what they are now; I know they are very con- 
siderably less. 

934. You have stated, that as far as you have had means of 
information from parties engaged in this trade, there appears a 
very favourable disposition on the part of the Chinese to culti- 
vate a commercial intercourse with ^the United Slates ; have 
you any particular reason for stating that such a disposition 
exists? — Some years ago there was a serious fire at Canton, 
when our friends had a good many goods burnt, and the Chinese 
government made good the loss to the citizens of the United 
States ; 1 therefore infec that there was a good feeling towards 
cultivating commerce generally. 

935. Can you state to what amount the loss sustained was 
made good by the government of China ? — I cannot ; 1 believe 
it was very considerable ; it applied to all other nations as well 
as the United States ; the loss was made good to all. 

936. 'Has the trade ever been interrupted?— It was partially; 
for a short time, an Italian saiior in an American ship having 
killed a woman ; but 1 know very little of the transaction. 

937. Do you know whether the Chinese government enforce 
the payment of debts to Europeans on the part of Chinese 
subjects?— So far as the Hong are concerned, I believe the 
Hong are responsible for eacji other ; but I do not know how it 
is witH the private trade, whether there is any obligation on the 
part of the government to pay debts contracted by the outside 
dealers or not. 

938. Have you any reason to doubt that the merchants from 
the United States are treated at Canton with as much favour as 
any other natiof ?— I believe they are quite as much so. 

939. Do you Know upon what principle it is that the govern- 
ment indemnifies foreign traders from losses by such a casualty 
as fire ? — 1 do not ; 1 was rather surprised at the fact. 

940. Can you state the amount of tea annually consumed in 
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the United Suites ?*-I cannot irith any accuracy ; but I believe Ffb. 1 830, 
it to be about six millions of pounds. iV.Braim, Esq, 

941. Is there any export of tea now from the United States 
to any parts of Europe ? — There is ; but by no means so exten- 
sive as it was. 


942. Can you state when the trade of trying tea from Can- 

ton to Canada on the part of the Company commenced ?— I do 
not know the period. ^ * • 

943. Arc you aware that the duties paid upon tea imported 
into Canada are very much lower than the duties upon tea im- 
ported into the United States ? — I am. 

944. Do you know the pro|iortion ? — I do not knbw the pro- 
portion, but I am aware they are considerably lower. 

945. Are you aware that there is a rule on the part of the 

Hong merchants, that if they deliver a chest of tea that shall, 
upon examination, be found to be damaged, they shall then re- 
turn two for one ? 1 am aware of the fact. 


946. That applies to all traders ?— It does. 

947. Do the outside merchants also return two for one in a 
similar case ? — I cannot Aate that positively ; I believe they do. 

948. You have stated, that latterly the American return trade 
with Canton has not been profitable; do you conceive that, 
supposing that trade wa% confined within proper limits, there is 
a probability that it would still be a profitable trade to America ? 
— 1 think there is every reason to suppose that it would. 

949. Are you aware whether the Americans have sustained 

losses upon other branches of their trade, from the circumstance 
of that trade having been carried rather too far in the same 
period ? — They have. ' 

• 950. In the supply of cotton for instance ?— The^ have on 
many occasions. * 

951. Do you ascribe the losses in other trades to the same 

cause, in part, to which you ascribe the losses in this trade of 
tea, namely, the long credit given upon the duties, and the 
facility thereby afforded to speculation ? — Probably that would 
he so ; there is a very great spirit of enterprize in the United 
States, and it is ppshed frequently too far. * 

952. Have you heard that in the port of Canton there is con- 
siderable facility afforded to captains of ships in completing 
their cargoes ?— Very great. 

953. As great as in other ports with which you are ac- 
quainted ? — 1 should think more than in most |ther ports. 

954. You have stated that the loss which you say has followed 
this trade lately is confined to the home cargo ; has the out- 
ward trade been a, good trade ?— I have understood that it has 
been a fair remunerating trade. 
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25 Ftib. 1830 . 955. Has it been so throughout the period tliat it has been 

carried on ? — So far as I know, it has. 

ir. Brown, Esq. American ships also go with teas directly to 

the Continent from Canton? — They do. 

957. Can you state whether that has also been a losing 
trade ?— I have had no particular knowledge of that trade, further 
than knowing that they do go from Canton to the Continent. 

058. Must not any trqde, in so bulky an article as tea, Mdiich 
is first carried to America, and from America to Europe, be 
charged with too much expense to make it a profitable trade in 
the long run? — It certainly must operate very much against it, 
where there is an opportunity of carrying tea on a direct 
voyage. 

939. Have you any means of saying whether the direct trade 
of the Americans from Canton to Europe has been profitable 
or not? — I think not lately. 

960. Is the business of the adventurers performed by super- 

cargoes sent out with each ship, or is it performed by 
resident merchants there ? — If the question refers to the direct 
trade from America to Canton, I tlynk it is generally carried 
on by supercargoes ; but if it refers to the trade that has been 
carried on from England to Can ion, so far as I have been 
interested, there has been a resident upon the spot to whom the 
vessels, have been consigned. ^ 

961. When a supercargo is sent, or a resident is employed, 
what is the charge of agency for that trade? — I have under- 
stood, and I believe it to be pretty nearly what is allowed to 
supercargoes, three per cent, or two and a half per cent. It is 
matter of contract altogether ; but I should say it would average 
about three per cent. ^ 

962. is the charge about the same, whether it is done by a,, 
supercargo sent out with each ship or by resident merchants on 
the spot?— I do not know what the charge of a resident mer- 
chant generally is ; except that I know, with respect to the 
gentleman that represents my friends there, there is a guarantee 
that he shall have a cdlrtain sum, that their commission shall 
produce to him within the year a certain amount : it is a matter 
of bargain. They sometimes take out two supercargoes, a 
principal and an assistant supercargo. 

963. Is it not the fact, that the Boston ships have generally 
no supercargoes, but go to resident merchants, but that the 
New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia ships are generally sent 
with floating supercargoes ?— -My connections lying principally 
in New York, Baltimore, and Phila4elphia, 1 speak more of 
them than I do of Boston. 

964?. Can*you say whether the adventurers from those three 
places, New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia generally go 
to resident merchants, or have they supercargoes with each 
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ship? — During my residence in Baltimore they had almost 25 Feb. 1830. 

always supercargoes, latterly they have gone more to resident 

merchants. ' Hr. Brown, Es^. 

965. Do you consider that a resident merchant or a resident 
factor on the spot, must have greater advantages in dealing in a 
country over a person who comes there as a stranger to carry 
on a single isolated transaction ? — 1 am quite aware that the 
Chinese are a very suspicious, cautious* people, and that to do 
business to advantage with them it is necessary for them to 
have some previous transactions with you, that they may have 
confidence in you; if you once establish confidence, the business 
is probably conducted on better terms than it would be with a 
passing stranger. 

9G6. Has not a resident on the spot, beyond the advantage 
M^hich he has of being acquainted with persons and with the 
country, the additional advantage of being able to select his 
own time for purchase and sale, whereas a man who goes out 
wdth a ship is obliged to perform his business at once, without 
waiting, and then to come back? — Ko doubt he has. 

967. Is not it the case k\ that trade, as in trades generally, 
that when supercargoes are sent out, they make the best 
bargain they can with some mercliant at the port, giving him 
as little commission as tlj^ey can agree for, and pocketing the 
remainder? — No, I think not in China. I think that they make 
a contract with the Hong merchants,* to whom they consign 
themselves, in the best terms they can ; but I apprehend there 
is no division of the supercargo’s commission with the Hong : 
it is well understood what he will have to pay to the Hong 
before he leaves the United States, ai^l that is apart from his 
own commission altogether. 

, 968. You have stated what is the custom of the Chiilcse in 
case any damaged tea is found in the cargo they ship ; do you 
think the American trade is more subject to tricks and decep- 
tions of that description than the English trade ? — I am not able 
to answer that. ^ 

969. Can you state whether there is generally any material 

difference between the quality of the tea imported into America 
and the tea imported by the EaSt-lndia Company int® this 
country? — I can only speak from general rumour. The feeling 
on the part of the Americans is, that the tea imported into the 
United States is better than that we drink in England ; but 
they do not drink so much black tea in America as they do in 
England. I 

970. Has that opinion \\een stated as a positive opinion?— I 
have frequently heard the Americans say that they thought 
their tea better than ours. 

971. Have you b^en in America yourseK? — Yes, I r,esided 
there many years. 


s 
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25 Fe&. 1830. 972. Whut should you soy from your own experience ?— 1 

am not a ^ufiicient ju<^e to answer fVom my owri experience : 

fr, Brom, many years ago, and I have very little recollection of the 

Jkind pf tea J used to drink at that time. 

973. Do you know the rate of insurance from Canton to 
America ?— It has varied ; it has been as high as six ; I believe 
now about four and a half to five per cent. 

974. Where are thosd insurances effected? — In the United 
States. 

975. Did you mean to say that the green tea in America is 
better than the green tea in this country, and that the black 
tea in America is better than the black tea in this country ? — 
It is a very difficult question to answer satisfactorily. I have 
merely heard persons who have been in the United States say 
generally, that the tea was better than our English tea. Par- 
ticulars were not gone into ; it was not said wliether it was 
black tea or green tea. 

976. Do you consider the w'oollens that you send out from 
this country of an inferior quality to what the East-India Com- 
pany ship ? — 1 have no reason to believe that they are of an 
inferior quality ; but I am not a judge of the article myself. 

977. Where are they manufactured ? — The woollens are ma- 
nufactured at Leeds, and the stuffs at Norwich. 

9'^8. When you buy. them from the manufacturers there, do 
you make that bargain upon the understanding that they are 
of an inferior quality to what the Company ship, or do you con- 
sider yourself as paying a price for a fair quality ?— The agent 
who has always made those purchases in this country is a 
partner in the house, p' id I have always understood from him 
that thjey were quite as good a^ the Company’s, and bought 
upon equally favourable, or more fkvourable terms. 

979. Are the goods ordered* to be made by the agent, or are 
they bought by the agent ready made ?— I believe both ways : 
they are sometimes bought ready made, and occasionally or- 
dered to be made ; but the detail of the transactions by the 
agent I am not so conversant with. 

98Q^ Have you ever understood from the agent who bought 
those goods tlmt he made a point of obtaining cheap and inferior 
goods, rather than goods of the best quality ? — I have always 
understood that he obtained goods of the very best quality, 
and that he was extremely particular about them ; for the 
Chinese have a peculiar taste, and he endeavoured as far as 
possible to med|^. that taste. 

981. You have stated that you havtf understood that the trade 
in dry goods to China, independent of the homeward cargo, has 
been profitable ; have you had occasion to see any accounts of 
sales from which you have formed that opinion ? — Our friend 
here transacting that business had made such representalient 



SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 129 

to me, and I have every reason to give credit to them, that the 25 Fci». 1830. 
outward cargoes were reasonably profitable. . \ . ^r 

982. Then you have not seen any account sales ?—*I oai^t 
say that I have ; 1 have only seen them in his hands in passing. 

983. Do you believe an American supercargo would decline 
introducing into consumption among Chinese prohibited 
goods, or goods bearing high duties, ‘whenever profitable to 
them ? — 1 should think some of them would, others woukl not^ 

984. Do you think Englishmen and private traders ivould 
decline doing that under those circumstances ? — I think some 
of them w'ould, and others would not. 

983. You have stated that there is a commission charged 
upon goods at Canton either by the supercargo or by merchants 
there ; is it upon the invoice amount of the goods shipped, or 
upon the amount of the sale there ? — When specie is shipped 
from the United States the commission is charged on the 
amount of the investment ; when goods are shipped, and the 
cargo bought, there is a double commission upon the gross 
amount of sales and upon the gross amount of purchases. 

986. Taking the gross ^amount of the accounts of sale of the 
goods sold there, and the amount of goods purchased for sliip- 
ment ? — Yes. 

987. Have you knowii any transaction with a resident agent 
at Canton, where there has been no agreement to guarantee a 
certain commission ? — No. 

988. Then you do not know what they charge where there is 
no agreement ?— No ; I have never seen any account of sales 
or purchases, and 1 do not know what ^he charge is. 

989. What rate of commission do you, or any other agent, 
receive on goods shipped for China on behalf of tne Americans? 

—Upon the transactions that have come through my hands I 
have the usual commission for shipping the goods, which is 
half a-crown per package, and a commission, as banker, of one 
per cent, for paying for those goods. The partner of the house 
bought the goods that were shipped through us, and of course 
I had nothing to do with that, but to receive and pay for them. 

An agent in Manchester would buy them for one per cent. I 
appr^end that two and a half per cent, would fully cover all 
commission charges. 

990. You liave given an account of goods shipped since 1821 ; 
was there any exportation of British manufactures from Liver- 
pool previous to that year in American bottom ?— I think not 
to any extent ; it must have been very limited i? there was. 

991. Have you known any exportation of British manufac- 
tures in any other neutral bottom except American ?— No, 1 
have not. 

992. Have you ever known any metals shipped from Liver- 
pool for China ? — Yes, there has been a little tin shipped, and 
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some other things^ not the produce of England, quicksilver and 
ginseng. 

993. With reference to the transit trade from China by Ame- 
rica to Europe, are you aware whether many of the ships which 
go to America merely land part of their cargo, and carry the 
rest on to Europe, without moving it ? — 1 believe it sometimes 
happens, but I should think not generally. 

994. What is the nature of the goods generally exported 
from America to Canton ? — Scarcely any thing but specie from 
the United States ; I have known a little cotton go when it was 
very cheap. 

995. Have you have ever known any carthernware sent 
from Liverpool to the East, to Sincapore or China?— There 
has been a little sent out for the use of the Factory ; but no- 
thing that I know of in the way of merchandize. 

996. Do you know whether the woollens imported to this 
country by Americans are ever smuggled into Canton ? — I be- 
lieve not, as far as I know. 

997. Has any glass been exported ? - A little in the same 
way for the use of the Factory, but nof Tor trade. 

998. Are you aware whether there has been any considerable 
change in the quality and sorts of articles sent out for the Chi- 
nese market from this country?— I tliiilk not much ; they have 
been very stationary. • 

999. In your experience of the American trade, is it not fre- 
quently the practice for merchants to send out their ships to 
some ports in the East, with orders, in the 'event of their being 
disappointed in one adventure, ultimately to go to China ? — I 
should think it did not %ften happen : it may have happened ; 
1 have lib doubt it has happened. 

1000. Do not you consider it a considerable advantage to free- 
traders to have that power of choice of markets in the event of 
tlieir being disappointed in one ? — Certainly. 

1001. Do not you cpnsider that the merchants uf any nation 
having that free option, have a great advantage over others who 
are excluded from certain ports ? — Certainly. 

100&. Can you state whether, in the course of your commu- 
nication with any Americans who have dealt at Canton, they 
have expressed any opinion that their trade there is subject 
cither to any particular advantage or disadvantage, from the 
circumstance of there being a great English Factory there 
dealing with tl e Hong merchants ? — I never understood from 
them that they nad any advantage or disadvantage; 1 always 
understood, that they were on a perfect footing of reciprocity 
with all other nations that traded there, 

1003. But you did not consider those trailers trading there as 
deriving any particular protection or advantage from the ex- 
istence of the Company’s Factory ?— None whajteveir. 
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1004. Have the supercargoes of the American ships any W Feb. leso. 
communication with the Company’s Factory? — ^With the Hong »r 
merchants they Iiave : the Hong are security for their good * 
ronduct and for the proper management of their kffairs. 

1005. Do you know how the losses were made good to the 

Americans at the period of the £fe at jpantonP^I do not; I 
merely know the fact that they w^f<Vi|i^e^good. ^ 

1006. Then you are not aware that such losses were made 
good by a tax upon foreign trade ? — I was not aware of that ; it 
may have been so. 

1007. Do you know whether there have been, any experi- 
ments made lately in sending out new articles of manufacture 
which were supposed likely to suit the taste of the Chinese ? — 

Yes ; I have understood that there have been lately some at- 
tempts made to introduce cotton-yarns to that country uitli 
some prospect of success 

1008. Are they the only articles ?— They are the only articles 
1 have had my attention particularly called to. 

1009. Can you state what was the result of this ? — 1 do not 

know. * 

1010. You stated that the woollens sent out byindhiduals 

were as good or better than those sent out by the Company ; 
have you the means of* knowing the quality of the goods sent 
out by the Company ? — The gentleipan who bought them in 
this country, I believe, has had an opportunity of seeing those 
purchased, and in preparation for the Company, and he stated 
to me that he conceived them as good, or in some cases better; 
but 1 only know that from the information of the gentleman 
who bought them. \ 

1011. Do linens ever form any part in the inve«tment at 
Canton ? — Yes ; in the first instance there were some shipments 
of linens, but not latterly. 

1012. Did you find that it did not answer? — I believe not so 
well. 

1013. Were thej^ coarse or fine linens ?— That I cannot state, 

1014. Do you conceive, in reference to your own personal 
situation, that the opening of the China trade with this country, 
by doing away the Company’s monopoly, would be to your in- 
terest or otherwise ? — I think it would be against my interest. 

1013. How would it affect your interest ? — My interest would 
be affected, inasmuch as those gentlemen I represent in this 
country might not find it worth their while | to come in com- 
petition with the English free trade. 

1016. Your apprehension would be, th.it the Brifish free trade 
would throw the Americans out of the trtde between China and 
this country ? — I have no doubt it would in the first ibstance ; 
for to every market we go we send such quantities of goods. 
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f'eb. 1830. 1017. It IS in that way your interest ^ould suffer ?— Yes. 

JwiT E extent have you known damages or 'deficiencies 

rott»n, ^sq, cargoes from Canton to have been made good to Ameri- 
can agents ? — Not very extensively : probably half a dozen in- 
^ stances I have heard of ; probably not so many. 

1019, Do you know of ar^;. one instance? — Yes, Mr. Milne 
has told me he has ha^Il^^nd back, and got two for one. 

1020. Do you recoffecCin what ship ? — No. 

’ 1021. Do you know to what extent ? — Not to a great extent ; 

a chest or two ; but I have heard of it in more cases than one. 

Mr. liflCHARD MILNE called in, and examined. 

Mr. R. Milne- 1022. Did you reside in Philadelphia for any number of years, 
and have you carried on trade with China ? — I have resided 
there a considerable period ; my leading business vending Eng- 
lish goods ; but 1 have very often made adventures to India and 
China in vessels on freight. 

1023. For how many years were you engaged in the trade 
with India and China ?^I commenced in the year 1799, and 
continued, I think, till 1811, and occasionally since ; the last 
time 1820. 

1024. Have you consigned more than one ship direct to 
China in the course of those periods?- -At the period alluded 
to, the vessels went chiefly on freight. I was a shipper, and 
have shipped in different vessels in the same year at moderate 
amounts, being my own underwriter, running the risk myself. 

1025. What were the articles you shipped to China in parti- 
cular? — Almost always Spanish dollars. 

1026. From Philadelphia ? — Yes. 

1027. "What were the returns? — Teas, nankeens, and silks, 
were the leading articles Irom China ; occasionally other articles 
to fill up the tonnage. 

1028. How long is it since you left the United Slates ?— In 
the year 1828. I am a native of Manchester. 

1029. Are you acquainted with the trade between the United 
States and China since you cqased to take a part in it yourself^ 
namely^' in 1820? — After I left off making adventures on my 
own account, I loaned money to others on what is termed res- 
pondentia, that gave me the means of general information. 

1030. During the time you were engaged in this trade with 
China, or since that period, are you aware of any obstacles 
having been thrown in the way of trade by the Chinese authori- 
ties ? — I never heard of any obstacles. » 

1031. When you carried on the trade to China, had you 
supercargoes in the ships, or a resident merchant to transact the 
business at Canton? — From Philadelphia, at the period alluded 
to, supercargoes almost always accompanied the ships. 
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1032. Had they a regular salaiy or a commission They 25 Feb. 1830. 

had a commission. ^ jTliilne 

1033. What rate of commission ?— Three per cent, upon the 
amount of purchases at Canton. 

1034. Did that include the security to the Hong?— The 

security to the Hong, I believe, on the rate of 

freight which we paid : taking that conr!f|^^gon as one of the 
charges attaching to the ship, they asked a corresponding 
freight. 

1035. You have stated, that when you carried on this trade 
the ships were always accompanied by a supercargo ? — I think 
without exception. 

1036. This supercargo generally was an entire stranger to 
Canton, and to all persons there probably ? — Sometimes those 
supercargoes w’ere men of business and very intelligent, at other 
times young persons brought forward through interest for the sake 
of the commissions. I have often shipped with those less expe- 
rienced persons, the vessel being what was termed a good risk. 

1037 . When the persons were so inexperienced, did you ever 
get into any difficulty with the Chinese authorities or the Hong 
merchants at Canton ? — I never lieard of any. 

1038. No difficulties occurred in consequence?— No difficul- 
ties whatever occurred toathe vessels in which I was interested. 

1039. When it was an inexperienced, supercargo, the advan- 
tage of the merchant was not perhaps so much consulted as 
when it was a man of more experience and judgment ? — ^We, of 
course, preferred gentlemen of experience ; but if it was a very 
good vessel, and no other presented itself, we availed ourselves 
of it. 

1040. Did those adventures in which you were engaged re- 
oeive any assistance or meet with any obstacles from the esta- 
blishment of the British East-India Company? — My opinion is, 
that they had little communication with each other. I have 
oflen heard them say so. 

1041. You are not aware that they derived any advantage or 
benefit from the Company's servants.? — Ido not apprehend that 
they derived any advantage whate^rer from the Company^'s ser- 
vants ; but 1 have often heard them speak in terms of the highest 
respect of the Company’s servants. 

1042. You have no reason to believe they were ever thwarted 
or impeded in any of their engagements by the Company’s ser- 
vants ? - 1 do not believe they were. 

1043. As you have been a conriderable importer of teas into 
the United States, will you state to the Committee what are the 
general description of teas used in the United States? — Till of 
late years green teas in the part of the country where I resided, 
were almost the only teas brought there. Of late, black tea has 
increased, being recommended by the faculty. • 
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. 1830. 1044. Can you state what the proportion of green and black 

Mnfui present ?— I think the quantity of black tea'is small ; it is 

' increasing. 

104^. What is the consumption of tea in the United States 
altogether? — I forget. *^ere is an annual report from the 
Treasury ; but there from the United States more than 

twenty ships ai)nysl|^rij^fnaps thirty : the number varies accord- 
ing to the demand dnd\he state of the trade. 

1046. Have there been great profits in that trade, or has it 
been liable to heavy losses? — At the period alluded to my 
business was vending English goods. Not having a great deal 
in the world, I was desirous of increasing it, and I shipped to 
China as an auxiliary. Not owning the vessel, of course I 
laboured under some disadvantages from 1800 to 1811. I 
never experienced any loss in those years. I think, speaking 
within bounds, that the profits might be from fifteen to twenty 
per cent, per annum ; perhaps occasionally more, but I think I 
may safely* say from fifteen to twenty. 

1047. Was a part of the tea imported into the United States 

re-exported ? — Yes. ^ 

1048. To what ports ? — Hamburgh, Bremen, the Continent ; 
some little to France, but principally to Hamburgh and Bremen. 

^ 1049.^ Did any part of it find iistway into the British pro- 
vinces in North America? — I have heard much of that. I 
believe the trade existed formerly, but not now ; to what extent 
1 cannot say. 

1050. Can you state what was the proportion of teas exported 
to other countries, including what might find its w’ay to 
Canada, to the whole qfiantity imported into the United States ? 
— ThqJ would depend entirely on the home demand ; the quan- 
tity exported comparatively small. When fresh teas arrived 
and the old ones lay on hand fhey were neglected, consequently 
persons were induced to export them to save the drawback or 
the duty paid on import. 

1051. Are the Committee to understand from that answer 
that the new teas are greatly preferred^to those that have been 
a certain time on hand ?-— Decidedly so ; it is difficult to sell 
the old teas after the new ones come, save^when the quality of 
the old ones has originally been very superior. 

10%52. What do you call old teas in the United States ; tea 
which has been a twelvemonth ? — Yes. The Government only 
allow drawbacks within one year from the date of import ; the 
goods having teen in the country more than one year from the 
date of import, forfeit the benefit of drawback. 

1053. Are they then exported in preference to the new teas, 
both as inferior in quality and as coming nearer to the period at 
w'hicH the duty would be to be paid ? — Having on hand and in 
the warehouse both old and new teas, I certainly should ex- 
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port the old ones, keeping the new ones a longer period, for the 25 Feb. 1830. 
benefit of horn'e sale. ' 

1054. Has the quantity imported of late years been so much 
greater than the consumption as to make this a bad trade ?— It 
certainly has, I believe, been overdone. 

1055. Have there been great losse^U^ined in consequence 

by the parties who have been engagednattis trade ? — I believe 
there have been very large losses. * i . • 

1056. To what do you attribute this over-trading ? — ^In part 
to the love of gain of persons who have got embarked in the 
thing, conceiving that if they got a larger quantity of goods 
probably they might recover themselves. The consumption of 
the country, I should think, has rather increased the facility 
given by Government in the duties, which is, one year from 
the arrival of the vessel the goods are entered, put in bond, and 
from the date they are taken out there is a credit given of one 
year, on the bond of two merchants. 

1057. You state that the parties who have sustained losses 
might carry on this trade to excess, from the facility in the 
mode of giving credit on the duty due from those parties, they 
sustaining their affairs by carrying it on with a capital belong- 
ing, in fact, to the Government? — That has been the case ; I 
believe the Government is^scnsible of its having suffered. 

1058. Do you attribute the over- trading, in part, to the 
deranged situation of some of the traders having a facility of 
meeting their engagements by the twelve-months’ credit they 
have obtained on the duties ? — 1 think 1 may safely say that 
would be ray conclusion. 

1059. Can you state to the CommitC^e what has been the 
average rate of duty on the different teas that have been im- 
ported into America, at present, upon the sale value r — It is 
very high. 

1060. Is it equal to the same value, is it 100 per cent.? — I 

should think, perhaps, 75 to 100 per cent, upon the cost price 
in China. 1 have a number of prices current which show the 
precise duty on the cea. ^ 

1061. You consider the duty on all sorts, taking it as an 
average, to be about 75 to 100 per cent, on the^ cost priees in 
China? — I think it* is that; in some instances it will be more 
than that. I can explain the duties paid on each kind of tea : 
bohea tea pays 12 cents per pound duty; congou, 25; 
souchong, 25 ; hyson-skin, 28 ; young hyson, 40 ; hyson, 40 ; 
gunpowder, 50 ; imperial, 50 cents per pound. 

1062. Have you got the prices at which those several sorts 
of tea sell? — ^1 have made out a memorandum of the prices 
which teas have sold for at New York from the year 1820 to 
1829, less the duty.. 

[ The 9ame tvas delivered iny and read as follovos : — ] 



PRICES of TE Aat New York, in each year from 1820 to 1829, reduced to sterling, at the exchange ofSper cent. premium. 
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1063. When you say less the dAtyf. you mean ihe duty off, 25Peb.l83a 

or what is commonly called short prioelk^eftf^ IThldne 

1064. From what have you compiled fhe prices 

current published at New York. I believe also they were ex* 
treme prices. In going into the New York market { buy 
teas cheaper than those for money. hesitation in^say- 

ing that I believe it is tolerably correct ; buj: wherever jj^ere 
were fractions, 1 added them to the price, so as to enable me 
to speak with confidence when 1 came here. 

1065. Do those prices-current from which you have compiled 
this table state the highest prices ? — I believe they do fully so, 
with a view to supporting the market. 

1066. Are those the cash prices, or is there a discount ?-~ 

They are the prices at a credit of from four to six mondts. 

1067. How much lower would they be for cash .^—1 think I 
may say four or five per cent, lower. 

1068. Does the account you have delivered in show the 
specific duty? — It does not: these papers do, and 1 have just 
stated the duty to the Committee ? 

1069. You are understood to state as the result of your inves- 
tigation, that, as near as may be^ you think the average specific 
duty on the China cost is 75 to 1(^? — Yes; there are instances 
in the case of hyson-skin tea in which it. is more; it is full that 
in the instance of hyson-skin ; it is a good deal above 100. 

1070. Is it 75 percent, in the cost price at Canton, or on the 

sale price at New York ? — It exceeds 75 per cent, in the cost 
price in China. ^ 

1071. What do you suppose it may\e on the sale price at 
New York? — If hyson-skin tea sells for 63 cents and th6 duty 
is%8, that is about 45, 1 think, i^ithout calculating it. It is a 
specific duty per pound : the papers are here, and the calcula- 
tion is simple ; 1 prefer stating the simple duty per pound. 

1072. Is the present rate of duties the same as it was in the 

year 1820, or has the tariff increased those duties ? — I think, 
according to ray recollection, that duty was not increased by 
the last tariff, but 1 am not certain. * • 

1073. The mode V>f transacting this busiAess in America is 
something of this sort, that the importer obtains from the govern- 
ment a credit of twelve months for the duty when he takes his 
tea out of bond and sells it? — Exactly so. 

1074. He sells it, you say, on a credit of six months generally? 

—Yes. , 

1075. That credit of six months is a bill of exchange pro- 
bably? — A promissory note. 

1076. Tiiat is immediately convertible into cash on a dis- 
count by the banks in America The banks discount paper at 
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four months ; seldom so long as six, unless they have an over- 
abundance of money. 

1077. The importing merchant selling his teas with the duty, 
at what is called the long price, has a capital equal to the duty 
to carry on a future operation, and to speculate again on a fresh 
import ?— •The prevaHin^^(Gfpinion in America is, that this duty 
puts him in ftill possession .to purchase another full cargo. When 
I speak of the duty being 75 to 100 per cent, on the cost in 
China, 1 conceive I am speaking within bounds. It is generally 
conceived that the long credit given by the government enables 
the importer to .send his vessel again direct to China, and im- 
port anotfier cargo. 

1078. Do you attribute any part of the over-trading to tlie 
facilities of those credits, and to the protection it geve to a per- 
son in bad circumstances, as not compelling him to meet his en- 
gagements f — It is the prevailing opinion that the advantages 
derived, from the credit contributed generally to the over- 
trading. 

1079. Does the same system prevail in any other branch of 
American trade ; the import of manufactured goods from this 
country for instance ? — We have eighteen and twelve months on 
European manufactures ; English arc the bulk. 

1080. The duty being very high ^n English manufactures, 
does it not create a credit, aavanced by the government, which 
gives great facilities to over-trading ? — That is the prevailing 
opinion, and remonstrances have been repeatedly made to 
government to lessen the credit, with a view of putting it out of 
the power of enterprizing or speculative persons to deal on the 
scale which they do. C 

1081. Does it not give great facilities to parties whose cir- 
cuxnstances are deranged, to parry on trade for a long time after 
they ought to settle with their creditors ; and is it not the result, 
that the government secure the whole of their assets when they 
arc driven to the necessity of closing theii concerns ? — Govern- 
ment have suffered of late. 

1082. But their individual creditors suffer to a greater degree, 
do they not ? — The indivicfual creditors have suffered to a great 
extent, of late years. The greater part oi the English goods 
vended in America have been done by commission houses, 
who made advances to manufacturers in this country, by com- 
ing under acceptance for 60 or 70 per cent. ; it appues to other 
things. 

1083. Have there been losses of ^ like nature with those in 
the China trade sustained in any other brands of the trade of 
America from this facility of credit ?— I think not to the same 
extent ; nothing so great. 

1084>. Is there any circumstance in the trade in tea which lia$ 
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made the loss lieavicr on that branch than on other articles 25 Feb. isso.' 
of trade ? — The facility of the credit in the duty. ' 

1085. Is the credit greater on tea than on other articles? — 

The credits on China goods are six, twelve, and eighteea months ; 
the average is longer on China goods than on European. 

1086. Are there any other causes that ^ have interfered with 
the tea trade of the United States ?—•! do sot know of any 
materially, 

1087. Have not duties been laid in Europe on the import of 

teas through America ? — I believe there has been something of 
that kind of late ; but 1 cannot speak to it. • 

1088. The trade to Canada, you are aware, is no longer 
carried on ?— I believe not. 

1089. Has the result been a diminished import into the 
United States ?— I believe since 1827-8 the import has fallen 
off. 

1090. Do you consider the trade now in a thriving or a de- 
pressed state ? — In a depressed state. 

1091. Is it as much so fs it was in 1827-8 ? — I understand 
it is depressed. 

1092. As you have imported a considerable quantity of tea, 
and have been a dealer for^any years, what is your opinion of 
the relative quaHties of tea imported into the United States 
and that imported into tliis country ?-»-I believe the tea im- 
ported into the United States to be good. 

1093. Is it as good as theVa consumed in this country? — 

I should think it is equal in quality ; the green teas particularly. 

1094. Do you speak from your own knowledge ? — I speak 

from my own knowledge, and having heard English ladiej say 
it was quite as good tea as any that they had ever drank in 
England. • 

1095. You think, from your experience, that tea is deterio- 
rated by keeping ? — I think it is. 

1096. Have the prices at Canton been uniform and steady, 
or have they varied ? — Tliey fluctuate. 

1097. Do they fluctuate almost every year ? — That is 
verned by the demand. 

1098. You never found any difficulty in procuring whatever 
quantity you required ?— Sometimes in the article of young 
hyson, it was difficult to procure sufficient of the best quality ; 
of the other teas generally abundant, or often abundant : the 
young hyson of fine quality was often scarce. 

1099. In the market at Canton, is there any difference in 
the price of tea of the like description, in consideration of its 
being older or fresher? — Old teas are always sold cheaper in 

1100. Does- the same difference in price prevail in the United 
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35 Feb. 1830. States?— They are always more difficult of sale. If the market 
— * was abundantly supplied^ it would be difficult to sell old teas^ 

Jlfr. JU AElne. quality of them was very fine. 

1101. With whom were the transactions carried on at Canton 
for the purchase of the teas generally ? A part was always 
bought of the security-merchant ; the residue from other gen- 
tlemen in the liong, and a part from the outside merchants or 
shopmen, as they are called. 

1102. In what proportions ?— I cannot speak to that ; I should 
think that would vary. 

# 1103.» Is th6 quality of tea purchased from the outside mer- 
cWnt equal to that procured from the Hong ?— 1 should think 
it is, some of them being highly respectable ; in short, quite 
favourites, one or two of them. 

1104i. So that you think teas of equally good quality are to 
be procured from the outside merchants with those obtained 
from the Hong merchants or the security merchants ?— 1 think 
they are, but probably not in the same quantities. 

1 105. You have stated the commission to a supercargo to 
be three per cent. ? — I think it wasliniformly so. 

1106. Have you ever, instead of employing a supercargo, 
employed any resident agent at Canton ? — I have not myself, 
but some of the merchants of Philaflelphia did. 

1 107. What was the commission they paid to the resident 
agent?— It would not vary much from three percent.; if it 
varied it would be a mere fraction, it would not be more. 

1108. Yon would prefer employing a resident agent to a 
supercargo perhaps ?« -There are often two supercargoes on 
board the vessel, and it is a protection to the cargo. 

1109. Do you allow any commission on the outward invest- 
ment ? — Not any. The outward investment is dollars ; the 
commission is solely on the purchase at Canton, or on the 
amount of dollars paid there. 

1110. A supercargo going to Canton has no commission on 
the investment at Philadelphia ?— He has no commission save 
on^the amount invested f(vr the return voyage. 

nil. Is no commission given to the native or Hong mer- 
chants? — None that I know of. 

1112. When you talk of old teas, what is the age of a tea 
you consider as old ?— 1 should suppose the teas of the previous 
year are considered old ; but they miglit have been on hand 
longer. 

IIIS^ Can you state from recollection the comparison be- 
tween leas of the like description of the preceding year or the 
current years ? — In two or three instances, I ordered old skin 
teas if they were to be had cheap ; and' the old teas cost 17 or 
18 tales, when the new teas would be worth 22 to 24. 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

1114. Do you mean to say that there is a difference of at 

least 30 per cent, in the value of teas of the like description, 
from the circumstance of the one being a year older than ano- 
ther? — I do not think that the difference in value will be 
generally so great, but I mean to speak from what I have expe* 
rienced in solitary instances. ^ 

1115. Does that difference apply equally to the finer teas? — 
I think not in so great a degree as to the comtnon teas. 

1116. Do you know what is the duty no v paid on tea in the 

British provinces of America ? — 1 have understood it to be very 
small. I do not know whether it is more than two to four-{^nce 
per pound. • ^ 

1117. Have you the sale prices of tea at Quebec or Halifax? 
—1 have not any. 

1118. Has the consumption of young hyson greatly increased 
in the United States compared to other teas? — It is the 
favourite tea, and there is always a great demand for it ; so 
much has been brought of it of inferior quality that the price 
has been reduced ; the Chinese finding the demand for it in- 
creased the quantity. 

1119. Has it happened in the importations that you have had 
to open any chests of bad quality ? — I recollect receiving a chest 
of tea filled with sand or something of that kind; I sent it back, 
and if my recollection be^correct, I received two for it. I know 
it is the custom in China to return two .for one in case of fraud 
or deception. 

1120. Do you conceivq^the outside traders, the parties of 
whom you purchased tea, as men of fair character and honour- 
blc in their dealings ? — I believe the Hong and many of the 
outside to be fair dealers, and quite mSn of business. 

1121. As much as are generally met with in the trade^f other 
countries ? — Their character is sometimes lightly spoken of, but 
1 have heard American gentlemen say that it is unjustly so, that 
they find them fair. 

1122. Do they ever give any credit in China ?— I think in the 

year 1819-20 I experienced misfortune? in England, and I re- 
ceived a credit of a few thousand pounds from Mr. Howqua ; 
he knew nothing of me but from inquiries. ^ 

1123. Do you oonsider the Chinese merchants, and the au- 
thorities in China generally, as disposed to give every facility 

and encouragement to fair trade with the United States ? I 

think so ; it is generally understood, what is called a rich ship 
in America is very acceptable in Canton. 

1124. Do you know any other instance of credit having been 

given ?— I believe the CHinese have suffered greatly from giving 
credits. * 

1125. Giving credit to Americans? — I will not confine my- 

self to Americans ;nhere certainly have been instances of their 
suffering. • ^ 
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25 Feb. laso. 1126. What is the difference between purchasing on credit 

, and purchasing for ready money in the price of tea?— In the 

Mr. B. Milne, instance to which I allude, and I do not mean to speak beyond 
that, 1 paid Mr. Howqua one per cent, per month until the 
money was returned ; I accomplished that in ten months. It 
was impossible to calculate the interest, not knowing when the 
vessel would arrive, and I think I still owe him £50 ; but he 
sent me the bond,* giving it up, saying I had been prompt, and 
he did not wish for any more. 

1127. As far as your e^cperience goes, have you every reason 
to think that, in transacting business generally at Canton, there 
is the same disposition and facility to encourage fair dealing as 
in other countries ? — 1 have no reason whatever to doubt that. 

1128. Have you ever, in any of your dealings with England 
or any other country, found the merchants give up £50 Mdiich 
you consider them entitled to ? — I never owed interest-money to 
any one ; this was accidental. 

1129. In fact, you do not consider the Chinese as disposed to 
thwart or throw obstacles in the way of commerce carried on in 
a fair manner with foreign merchants ?— I should conclude them 
rather friendly to commercial intercourse. Vessels going there 
with Spanish dollars, 1 think, have great advantages, and are 
very well received. 

1130. Have you any experience of^ vessels going therewith 
assorted cargoes of manufactured goods? — 1 never shipped 
goods myself, only I observed what my neighbours were doing. 

1131. Were you connected with fte China trade at the time 
of the great fire at Canton ?— No. 

' 1132. Do you know whether the losses sustained by the mer« 
chants of the United States were made good by the government ? 
— Only oy report. 

1133. Have you any reason to doubt that the trade of the 
United States with Canton, when the effects of this over-trading 
are done aw^ay, will be a remunerating trade like others ?— I 
shoqld think it would, jf conducted on correct principles. 

1134. What has been generally the freight per ton from Phila- 
delphia to Canton and back?— In the periods in which I was 
first interested vessels were in request rather. We pay ten per 
cent, on the amount shipped ; paid tlie money in China, and 
were entitled to two tons and one-eighth measurement for every 
1000 dollars shipped. 

1135. Do you know the present rate ?— I believe it is lower, 
but I cannot speak to that. 

1136. Is there any protection by any public authority on the 
part of the United States to the trade of their citizens at Canton ? 
—There has been a consul there. 

« 

1137. Is there one now?— lam not certain; the gentleman 
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wlio resided there has returned to America, but whether there 25 Feb. 1630. 
has been a successor appointed I am not certain. “ 

______ _ , .-.n-r* .1 Mune^ 

113b. How was the consul paid? — I do not think he received 
any thing, but I am not certain. I heard it said that he acted 
gratuitously, but I cannot speak to that. 

1139. Since the period you first embarked in this trade, the 
quantity of tea required for America has probably increased ? — 

Very greatly. 

1140. Supposing it to increase in the same proportion in the 
next thirty years as it has done in the last, do you think there 
would be any difficulty in supplying the increased demand ? — 

1 cannot well answer that question. 1 have alwa 3 '^s understood 
the Chinese could supply any quantity of tea ; but 1 am not 
able to answer that question. 

1141. Was there any difficulty experienced from the increased 
demand?— It enhanced the price a little, but not materially, on 
that account, I think. 

1142. Has there been any difficulty in procuring the black 

teas in China, now that the demand for that article has in- 
creased ? — The importatidh of black teas from China into the 
United States has been very limited till lately. I have never 
heard of any difficulty, but I cannot speak to it ; I never re- 
member any. • 

1143. You have stated that the quantity now imported, and 
the demand for it, are increasing?— Yes. 

1144. But you never heard of any complaint of difficulty in 
procuring it ? — No. 

1 145. With respect to green tea, 4o you contemplate any 
difficulty, supposing the quantity of ttiat required to be in- 
creased? — I cannot speak to that, but I never hcafd any 
apprehensions on that head expressed by any one. 

1 146. Do you know whether the Americans, in their supply 
of black tea, are limited to qualities which do not suit the 
British market, and arc not taken by the fast-India Company? 

— The black tea imported into America is chiefly souchong, or 
what is called souchong ; very good tea ; I make use of it my- 
self ; I never heard any difficulty expressed. • 

1147. Do you find it of as good a quality as that you find in 
England ? — It was very good tea. It would be wrong in me to 
speak on tliat head, it being rather a new thing, or new to me ; 
the fine black teas in England are of excellent quality. 

1148. Are the port charges required by the government of 

China very considerable on American vessels? — The ships 
going from the United States generally will average kbout 350 
to 400 tons ; the port charges are supposed to be 7,000 dol- 
lars: they used to be. reckoned at 8,000. * 

1149. Supposing the ship to be double that si 24 ), will the port 
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charges be the same or greater ?-"*•! understand Uie same, but 
I cannot speak to tliat^ 

1150. Ycii are not acquainted with the trade at Sincapore, 
or any other fiort ?-»Noy 1 am not. 

115L The first thing a ship does on arriving at Canton, is 
to make an arrangement with the security merchani; ?>^The 
supercargoes landf I understand, like men of business, and go 
first to one Hong and then to another, and inquire the prices 
of goods, and secure the ship with a person to whom it may 
appear to them of most advantage. 

1 152. With the member of the Hong who will do it on terms 
the most favourable to the ship ? — Yes. 

1153. The parties then go from one Hong merchant to ano- 
ther, till they have ascertained who will do it on the most favour- 
able terms ? — So 1 understand. 

1154. They are at liberty to employ whichever they please? 
«-I have understood they were on shore several days before 
they fixed. 

1155. Making their bargain ? — Yes, so I understand. 

11.56. And the government does not interfere to prevent 

that ?— 1 believe not at all ; 1 have always understood the busi- 
ness to be simple and easy. 

1157. Does it amount to any thing more than an agreement 
with the Hong merchant to taxe a certain quantity o^ goods 
from him for his being the security ?— I believe they u. miy 
purchase a part at the price agreed on. 

, 1158. Not higher than the market price ? — No. 

^159. When you sta*^ that it is a simple operation, he agrees 
wi^ the Hong merchant, who will supply him with a certain 
quantity of goods on reasonable terms ? — Yes ; but if I go with 
a rich ship, 1 can make good' terms. I pay money, of course, 
which gives me advantages. 

1160. They are glad to supply you at the market price ? — 
Yes, very glad. 

1161. Is not tlie difficulty greater when yqu carry out goods 
than, when you carry out specie ? — I never shipped goods; I 
should conclude it was certainly greater. 

1162. You have stated that you have carried on this trade 
from the year 1799 to 1811 ? — Yes, and occasionally ; the last 
time in 1820. 

1163. Is there any circumstance in the trade, according to 
your opinion, which induced you to leave it off?— I did not find 
it profitable. 

1164. You have stated that new tea was greatly superior in 
price to old tea ; do you mean new tea bought in China, or tea 
which has been long kept in the United States of America ? — 
1 intended the^Temark to apply in both ways. 
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1165. What period do you consider lon^ in tea* after its S5 J?vb. 
arrival, being kept in the United States beme it was sold « — 

At New York, in the case of soma of the persons who have ^ 
be^n unfortunate, the old teas were sold at ruinous prices. 

f 166. How long had they been kept on hand ?•— They had 
forfeited the drawbacks : of course, they had been more than 
one year in the country; probably two ; I cannot speak to the 
time. They were sold very low in the case of Mr. Smith. 

] 167. Without any other circumstance in the market, the 
quality of the teas was held to be of less value in consequence 
of the time they had been on hand ?— Yes. • 

1168. You have stated that the trade became less profitable ; 

• can you state what the profit was by your last investment from 

China?— 1 did not make much, or rather I did not make any 
thing. I believe it has occasionally been better since. 

1169. Did you ever hear of any disputes arising between the 
AVnerican subjects and the Chinese government? — 1 have 
mentioned that in those cases wherein 1 was interested nothing 
unpleasant ever occurred. I only know from the public prints 
relative to the sailor, a eftse which has been mentioned ; the 
vessels in which I was intercs^ted never experienced any diffi- 
culty. 

1170. You have had nd information from other persons as to 
those disputes ? — No, I have not. 

1171. You have stated, the proportion of price in China 
between the fresh teas and the old teas ; have the goodness to 
state what, upon the average, in the towns of America, is the 
difference between teas of a year old afid the fresh teas ; is it 
five, ten, fifteen per cent., or what proportion?— Taking care 
what I say, I should say it exceeded five per cent. ; Imt I do 
iiht mean to pledge myself. I( is extremely difficult to sell 
them, unless the old teas have been originally of a very good 
quality. 

1172. Is it not on universal opinion that the quality originally 

of some of the fresh teas is better than of flie stale tea?^There 
is uniformly a decided preference; it is extremely difficult to sell 
the old when the new arrives. * • 

1173. Are you aCWare that the East-India Company in this 
country are obliged by law to keep their teas a year before they 
sell them ? — I have heard ihat the teas were kept a long time ; 

1 was not sensible of it ; I have heard the subject mentioned ; 

I have no knowledge of the law. 

1174. Supposing that tope the case, and that the East-lndia 

Company, either by compulsion of the law, or other circum- 
stances, were in the habit of keeping their teas always a year 
before they sold them, do not you think that any other trader 
offering in the market fresh teas, w'ould find a great prefe- 
rence over the Company ? — Decidedly so. • 

u 
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25 Feb 1850. 1175. That the taste of this country, like that of America, 

— would pronounce itself in favour of the fresh tea over the stale ? 

Mr, R, MUne> ..Decidedly so. 

1176. You have stated the duties in America to be levied 
on the different teas, mentioning the teas by name, so much on 
souchong, so much on twankay, and so on ? — Yes. 

1177. Is it not* common for one quality to be packed up in 
China with a different name : hyson for hyson-skin, or young 
hyson, and so on, for the purpose of affecting the rate of duty 
to be collected in America ? — That would be considered a great 
fraud, and, of course, persons of respectability never do such 
things ; 1 have no knowledge of it myself ; I have heard of a 
person in New York practising some deceptions, but of course 
he lost credit, and the thing was discontinued, 1 imagine ; I 
have no knowledge of such frauds, and cannot speak to them ; 1 
should consider the instances very few. 

1178. Do you suppose that if, for instance, young hyson was 
packed for hyson-skin, a custom-house officer could distinguish 
the qualities on their arrival ? — 1 think he could. 

1179. And that aiw fraud attenlpted of that description 
would be detected ?— If such frauds exist the instances are very 
few. 

1180. You have stated up to what time your trade was pro- 
fitable and when it ceased to be so, and when you were in- 
duced to retire from it ; from the period that the China trade 
ceased to be profitable, has not almost all foreign trade of every 
description been losing? — All foreign commerce from the 
United States has, gencg'ally speaking, been very unprofitable. 

1181. Do you think that this China trade to which you allude 
has merely fallen into the same position with almost all the 
shipping trade of the country?— When I left the China trade I 
turned my attention to cotton, which niy friends and con- 
nexions in Lancashire were quite at home in, but I did not 
better myself much. 

1182. The commerce generally has been a losing occupation 
for many years past ? — I believe a good deal so. 

1 IS3. Were you ever concerned in a ivhole cargo to China ? 
— Merely as shipper on freight. 

1184. To what extent? — As my capital increased, my 
business increased, commencing moderately. 

1185. That is the practice in the American trade?— Yes. 

1186. When you speak of the fofeign trade of the United 
States being a losing one, do you mean to apply that remark to 
the import of raw materials into this country, or the whole 
coui'm; of trade, including the import and export trade? — I 
believe that a person who imported Eng'lish dry goods judi- 
rioiislv, what !• would term a practical man, even yet, under all 
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the difficulties, makes a little money ; at least if he did not grow 
very rich, he would get a living, I think, witli economy. 

1187. The profit made is chiefly on the export of mapufac- 
tures from this country to America?— The commerce of the 
United States is very extensive ; and various persons who export 
colonial and domestic produce often lose money* Persons who 
import English goods on a moderate scale, and have judicious 
agents in this country, I believe, are rather benefited, but not 

materially, of late. 

1188. The benefit of the trade, upon the whole, consists more 
in the profit on the manufactured article than in tile exporta- 
tion of the raw material ? —Yes, I think so. Importers of French 
goods do well sometimes ; but to these points 1 cannot speak 
explicitly. 

1 189. Have you ever imported any China silk goods ? — 1 
have done so. 

1190. Have you ever imported any raw silk? — Never. 

1191. Has the profit on China silk goods been equal to that 

tea ? — I think, on the jrhole, better. 

1192. Have you ever imported any nankeens ? — Yes. 

1193. What proportion of pVofits do nankeens bear to other 
articles imported ? —The nankeens were often a bare article ; 
sometimes they lay on hand. 

1194* Should you say that the demand in America for tea is 
increasing ? — The population increases greatly, and the demand 
for tea increases with it« The usual breakfast is coffee ; they 
drink tea in the afternoon. 

1195. Do the labouring classes in^e United States drink 
tea as they do in this country ? — believe they do. , 

• 1196. Was there any export of tea from the United States to 
any of the southern ports of America ? — A little, I think, but 
limited. I cannot speak to that ; I have heard of it. 

1197. Do you know that any teas are smuggled into the 

Canadas ? — X have heard much of that. Phave been in Canada, 
and heard of it there, and 1 suppose it did exist : 1 have spoken 
to that in the former part of my evidence. • 

1198. When you*tnentioned the quality of tea in America to 
be as good as that in England, did you refer to the fresh tea in 
America or the old tea ? —1 believe the whole of the green teas, 
the hyson, the imperial, and gunpowder, to be as good tea as 
can be produced, in my opinion. 

1199. As good tea as tjiere is here? — Yes, I think so ; they 

have been bought for Spanish dollars. • 

1200. Do you refer to the fresh teas of those descriptions, or 
the year-old teas of those descriptions?—! refer to the teas 
generally, when they are imported, being of as^good quality as 
can be procured.^ 
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LtauB^ lo die Martii^ 1830 . 

JOHN FRANCIS < DAVIS, Esq. again called in, and 
examined. 

1201. Thb Con]imittee understand that trade, on the part of 
the East-India Company, is given in shares to the Hong mer- 
chants; will you state the proportion of those shares? — Tlie 
shares are in number twenty-one ; of which the chief Hong 
merchant has four, the four next three, and the two last two and 
a half each. 

1202. Are there not some of the Hong merchants insolvent ? 
— Certainly not ; they are all in full trade. 

1203. Do each of them really receive those shares of the 
trade. Some of them receive more, according to the teas which 
may be at their disposal beyond the actual contracts* Those 
proportions apply only to what are called the contract teas, 
about three-fiiths of the Company’s investment. The remaining 
two-fifths are left to be filled up by c^isual tenders on the part 
of those who may have the best teas to offer. 

1204!. Are the casual tenders always from the Hong mer- 
chants, and never from any other party? — From the Hong 
merchants. 

1205. Are those shares considered of value ? — As regards the 
teas, but otherwise as regards the imports ; for the Hong mer- 
chants sustain a loss upon a great number of imports. 

1206. Upon the whole, you consider them valuable ? — They 

must be so. v 

1207^ Have you ever heard them estimated at any certain 
amount?—! have heard such _ conjectural estimates; but they 
must be mere guesses, as we cannot have access to their books. 

1208. Have you ever known them to be sold ?— Certainly 
not; it is quite out of my knowledge. 

1209. Did you ever hear that each share was reckoned 
worth 40,000 dollars ? — It must be a guess on the part of the 
person that reckoned it. 

1210. With respect to contract teas, is the contract made 
each year ? — It is made in the preceding season for the subse- 
quent one. 

1211. And the price then settled ?— Always in reference to 
each denomination of tea. There is a descending scale of 
prices ; and in reference to the teq which may be produced 
under each, class, the price is settled. 

1212. Is that series of price settled every year, or does it go 
on from year to year ? — The series of pjrices, in reference to 
qualities, is settled, and has been for some time. One difference 
1 recollect that lately took place ; it was a general reduction in 
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the prices of teas, one tale under every character. It took place 
in the year 1825, and was in favour of the Company to the 
amount of about £20,000. 

1213. Then, with the exception of that diminution, the prices 
for each class of tea have been settled for some time ? — They 
have. 

1214. Do you remember how long? — 1 camot state exactly. 

1215. But from 1825 to the present moment the same price 
has been given ?— Yes, generally. 

1216. Are the teas that are not contract teas purchased also 
according to a scale of prices, or according to the market price ? 
— 'Fhey are purchased in reference to their quality, and accord- 
ing to the scale. 

1217. That is, in fact, upon the same rule with respect to 
price as the contract teas ? — No ; they are necessarily lower in 
price, being lower in quality. 

1218. What do you call the teas which arc not contract teas ? 
— There is a certain portion called “winter teas;** the re- 
mainder must be describe^ by the negative term, “ not contract 
teas.’* 

1219. According to their quality, would the teas that are not 
contract teas be purchased by the Company at the same rate as 
the contract teas ? — No ; they are always understood to be 
lower. 

1220. In what proportion are they lower ?— The proportion 
must be gathered from the total ; it is impossible for me to 
state it. 

1221. Upon what ground is it that they are lower ?— On the 
ground of their being inferior, or perhaps old teas. ^ 

• 1222. Are they always old teas? — ^Not always, but upon the 
ground of their being generally inferior. 

1223. Is there not a portion of 4he winter teas which is of a 
superior quality of tea? — The winter teas are always purchased 
in the current season for shipment in the subsequent season. 
They are what were rejected as “ contracts they were helovd 
contract quality^ and are taken at a«very reduced price. ^ 

1224. Are they •invariably below ? — They must be below, 
having been offered as contracts, and not accepted. 

1225. Then are the Committee to understand, that all the 
tea which is not contract tea, has been rejected in the antece- 
dent year as contract tea? — In the current year, not all; only 
the winter tea. 

1226. But the other portions, which are not winter teas, have 
not been rejected ? — Those which are not winter teas have not 
been rejected. 

1227. What proportion do those which have not been re- 
jected bear to those which have been rejected ?J-It is very dif- 
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1 Mar. 1830. ficult for Die to State, because the quantity of the winter teas 
varies in different seasons. 

1228. Can you furnish the Committee with an account, for 
two or three years, of the proportions of the teas ?^The total 
investment of the Company’s black teas is about 270,000 chests, 
of which the contracts are three-fifths. Of winter teas there are, 
I think, about 20,p00 chests ; but this varies. 

1229. The winter teas being the rejected teas of the antece- 
dent year ? — Of the season antecedent to their shipment. They 
are purchased in February, and shipped in the subsequent Oc- 
tober or November. They are rejected, not as being positively 
bad, but as being comparatively inferior to the high class called 
contract. 

1230. Then the prices paid by the Company arc settled 
according to the scale, and without reference to the market 
price of the day? — Yes ; but they are lower than the contracts. 
They are settled according to the scale, subject to change and 
alteration. The Company has always regulated the market price 
of teas. 

1231. When did any change take place ? — Tlie last consider- 
able change took place in 1825, but 1 will not say that some 
denominations have not been lowered since. 

1232. How is the price fixed upon^this scale?— The price is 
fixed according to a certain classification under each denomina- 
tion. There are not less than ten classes under each denomina- 
tion ; for instance, under the denomination of congo, there arc, 
in fact, more than ten classes. 

1233. Between what parties is it that this price is fixed ?— Be- 
tween the buyers and the sellers : between the Hong and the 
Company. 

1234. Do you know whether the teas that are sent to Canada 
are purchased by the Company according to the same scale of 
price as those sent to this country ? — They are not contract 
teas ; they are of a lower description. 

] 235. Do they forth any proportion of the shares which the 
Hong merchants supply by contract ?— No ; the whole consign- 
ment lis to the amount of nor more than £100,000. 

1236. Those are not purchased then accoVding to this scale of 
price ? — They are purchased according to the price which the 
Company choose to affix to each quality. 

1237. Are they higher or lower? — They are lower than the 
contracts, and of a lower quality. 

1238. In proportion to the qualit}^ are they lower than the 
contract teas ? — I believe the price is proportioned, as well as 
can be, to the real value of the commodity in both cases. 

1239. Can you speak positively to that ? — I should say de- 
cidedly. • 
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J240. How are the prices of woollens, which the Hong mer*' 
chants take, affixed ?— According to the demand. 

124 L The same way as the teas? — Yes; except that the 
relative situation of the parties dealing becomes changed. The 
one become sellers, and the other buyers. 

1242. But still it is a mutual agreement between the parties? 
— Certainly. 1 would add, that the last consignment of 
woollens to China, it is estimated, will yield a profit upon the 
whole, if the prices remain the same as they were by the last 
accounts. 

1243. Supposing then, in so far as the value df woollens goes, 
that there were an arbitrary price put upon the woollens and 
upon the tea, it does not follow that we should ascertain the 
exact value of the teas purchased by the Company ? — They 
must both be regulated according to the best conception that 
the two parties have of the supply and the demand. 

1244. But they are not regulated according to the price of 
the day in either instance ? — They must be ; the market price of 
the day must be as much as the sellers can get, and as little as 
the buyers can manage to ^ive. 

1245. When the Americans entered into the trade of supply- 
ing Canton with manufi\^tured goods, did the price of the 
manufactured article fall in the Canton market? — Certainly 
it did. 

1246. Did the price of the woollens that the Company fur- 

nished to the Hong at the same time sustain a corresponding 
failure ? — They certainly fell ; the Company had to complain of 
a fall. \ 

1247. To what extent ?— I cannot tell exactly. , 

* 1248. Are there any minutes l^ept of the agreements between 
the Hong and the supercargoes ? — They are all on the Com- 
pany’s records. 

1249. Do you remember when the last arrangement was 
made between the Hong and the supercargoes, with respect to 
the price of woollens? — The arrangement takes place every 
year, with reference to the supply ^nd the demand. • 

1250. Do the prices vary every year? — Certainly. 

1251. But not of the teas? — Yes, I have said before that 
they did. There was a variation in the whole investment in 
the year 1825, since which time 1 cannot exactly speak to par- 
ticulars. 

1252. Are you aware that if tea was purchased in the market 
of Canton, for ready money for instance, it might bethought at 
much lower rates than those paid by the Company ? — I think 
the evidence I heard in this room went to prove that. • That 
what the Americans call a rich ship, that is, a ship freighted 
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1 Mar, 1830, with dollars^ will always be itibrMrsJccane ta tlie Chinese than 
V ® freighted with 

Esq. * 1253. Po yon fcnqw^^^lhe proportion In which teas so pur- 

chased for ready money would vary from the contract prices 
paid for ^ the teas, supposing the quality to be the same?— 
Except, that it would be lower for cash, 1 cannot speak exactly, 

1254. Do you conceive that there would be a difference, 
tipon bohea for instance, of from ^d. paid by the Company to bd. 
and a fraction paid by the Americans? — The denominations 
of teas can be nq guide whatever with reference to the value of 
the teas. ' There is as much difference between the quality of 
teas of the same denomination, as there is between wine sold 
at a tavern and that drunk at a gentleman's table, although they 
are both called Sherry or Madeira, 

1255. Are there no means of comparison at all between the 
prices paid in the market of Canton, and the contract prices of 
the Company’s teas ? — They are both in proportion to the real 
value of the commodity ; and the contract teas are of a very 
high quality. 1 am not aware that they arc bought by any but 
the Company in general. 

1256. In the year 1825, when a dififerent arrangement took 
place about price, was there a meeting between the Hong mer- 
chants generally and the supercargoes with respect to that 
alteration in the price ?— That would be the way in which such 
a measure must be operated, 

1257. Do you remember whether it did actually take place ? 
— No doubt It did. " 

125Q, Are there any minutes of it? — There are the fullest 
minutes of every transaction that takes place regularly sert 
home, in what are called < Public Consultations,’ to the India- 
House. 

1259. Can you inform the Committee of the particulars of 
an arrangement entered into between the Select Committee 
and the supercargoes and the Hong merchants in the year 1828, 
not long after the failure of <the security-merchant Manhop ? — 
There are complete minutes upon the subject at the India- 
House; and they are of better authority than I am, for I hap- 
pened from necessity to be absent from the spot at that period, 

1260. Do you recollect what the substance of the agreement 
was ; whether it was not agreed by the Hong merchants, under 
a penalty of 20,000 dollars or some such sum, to be paid by any 
Hong merchant who should, after a certain date, grant a license 
for the sale of any foreign imports to any other person than a ' 
Hong merchant, or to ship off any goods purchased from an 
outside merchant ? — This arrangement aiftong the Hong mer- 
chants took place entirely without the instigation of the Com- 
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mittee, or their interfcrenoe. It was in consequence of this 1 Mar. 1830. 
edict from the Iloppo — : • 

VaviSff , 

“ From his Excellency the Hoppo, Wan Ta^in, to the 
Linguists Achow and others ; 


It has been found out that some persons who formerly'dpene4 
shops for European wares, have entered the merchants* hongs imd ‘ ^ 
clandestinely do business with foreigners ; but foreign ships comins 
to Canton arc restricted, in all their imports and exports, to ded 
with the Hong merchants. If native shopmen carry on a clandes- 
tine commerce, the law accounts it a treasonable intercourse. The 
severity of the law is to prevent frauds on the r.evenii§. But the 
shopmen evade the law by forming connections with the Hong 
merchants, gradually entering and assuming a false pretence of 
snperintciiding the Hong concerns, carry on their illegal shops 
with the foreigners, and bring up and send down cargoes in the 
name of the Hong. The merchants conni\c at it, and the linguists 
receive bribes to report tie duties. But it is forgotten that large 
debts for duties arc accumulated, and foreign claims increased, and 
the Hong merchants arc eventually injured. The best way to pre- 
vent future evils is to be carclul beforehand. Besides ordering 
How qua and the other merchants to examine whether there be any 
shopmen in the Hongs orliot, and forthwith to expel them instead 
of retaining them to carry on illicit commerce with foreigners, 
and declaring that if any dare to disobey this order, on the facts 
being discovered, the godJs will be conhscated, and the shopmen 
delivered over to the local government to be punished. Besides 
doing these things, an order is hereby issbed to the linguists, re- 
quiring them to act according to the tenour of this ; and hereafter 
should any shopman clandestinly enter the hongs and deal with 
the foreigners, the linguists are disallowed to report their goods at 
the custom-house, and arc required to g^ve information to govern- 
ment that the goods may be confiscated. Should the linguists 
openly assent to and secretly oppose this order, and as^ before 
report goods at the custom-house, the moment it is discovered they 
Vill be severely punished.— Dec. 17th. 1827/* 


1261. Are there not frequent proclamations or edicts by the 
Viceroy and by Uie Hoppo against smuggling of every kind ? — 
This was a more particular one, in consequence of tlie succes- 
sive failure of three of the Hong merchants. 

1262. Are not frequent proclamations of that kind issued 
against smuggling and illegal transactions ?— Not so frequently 
against what is cdled the << outside trade ” as against the opium 
trade. 

1263. Are not those considered matters of course, and does 
not smuggling go on increasing notwithstanding ? — I would con- 
fine the observation to opium, because that is a contraband 
article which cannot pay duties. Tlie edict quoted is quite of 
a different description. I have not known more than three or 
four since my residence in the country. 1 remember one in 
1817, when the Company interfered in Javour of the shopmen, 
and requested the government to allow them to tyade to a cer- 
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I Mar. 1830. tain extent with the ships without being subject to the inter- 

ference of the Hong merchants. That application failed ; and 

there were two hundred shops soon after shut 
up by order of the government. This last was without any 
complaint on the part of the Hong ; it was a spontaneous act 
on the part of the government. 

1264r Are thejCbmmittee to understand that the Company 
entered into no arrangement with the Hong merchants in con^ 
sequence of that ? — TTie Company had that year suffered very 
much by the abstraction from their contracts of teas of which 
they had always been accustomed to have the first choice ; and 
the Committee then thought, that as they had suffered in that 
year’s investment, it was for the interest of the Company to 
endeavour to maintain their accustomed advantage. The Court 
did not enter into these views to their full extent, and the 
resolution of the Committee has been altered ; but they did at 
the moment think that it was for the interest of the Company 
to tell those Hong merchants, whom they suspected of conni- 
ving at the system, that if any individual of their body 
contributed again to the injury of the Company’s investment, 
for the sake of a higher price, the "'Company would diminish 
their dealings with him. 

1365. Did they not state to the Hong merchants that they 
reserved to themselves the right of depriving such Hong mer- 
chant of any share of the Company’s trade, if they should 
again grant parcels or permit facilities to the outside merchants 
to deal with the Americans and other traders ? — It did not 
extend to the general trade in articles which had always been 
allowed to tlie shopmen It was with reference to teas more 
especially ; with reference to matters which affected the Com- 
pany’^ investment and the Company’s interests. 

1266. As regarded tea alone, did they make their intention 
known to the Hong merchants ? — Yes ; they told them that if 
they found their investment suffered, they should consider it 
their duty to show their disapprobation, by dealing less with the 
merchants who connived at it. 

1267. Are the Committee to understand that the Chinese 
were themselves anxious to'deal with Americans and others, and 
thereby abstracted a portion of the Company’s trade, but that 
the Company’s servants interfered to prevent it ? — ^The Com- 
pany’s servants at that time thought it was their duty to preserve 
the first choice, which they had always enjoyed, of those supe- 
rior teas ; and they thought they could do this in no other way, 
than by telling the merchants that thev would deal less with 
any individual of their body who injured the Company’s interests^ 
by contributing to the new system. 

1268. In fact, they were anxious to keep up that preference 
which they had in the choice of the teasf, notwithstanding the 
outside merclients wished to deal with others ?— They did ; but 
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the idea has been since given up^ in consequence of the receipt 
of a reply from the Court, saying they thought it was better to 
let things take their natural course. 

1269. Then, in fact, did matters revert to their old channel, 
notwithstanding the edict you have now read ? — Certainly not, 
with regard to all commodities. It is still held by the Canton 
government to be traitorous for an outside^ dealer to deal in 
certain staple articles. 

1270. Can you state any instance in which the government 
lias acted on the spirit of that edict, and punished any outside 
merchant for dealing with Americans or any other foreigners? 
-—1 have not yet heard of any instance since that edict. 

1271. What is the Chinese punishment for treason; what 
penalty would attach to that class of treason which is desig- 
nated by this trade ? — Treason, strictly speaking, is the highest 
crime that can happen tinder a despotism; and in China entails 
the highest punishment. What sort of treason dealing witli 
foreigners is, I am not aware ; but it might probably be punished 
by banishment for life to Tartary. 

1272. Have you ever known that punishment inflicted for 
that offence ? — Soon aflter the Company’s interference in 1817, 
two hundred shopmen were taken up and punished : the least 
punishment, 1 believe, wds the confiscation of their goods. 

1273. At what time was that?— In the year 1817. 

1274. Have you ever known such a proceeding taken at any 

other period ?— Constantly ; it has happened every two or three 
years since I have been in the service, that outside men have 
been apprehended. It is for the purple of extorting money 
from them. • 

1275. Has it, in point of fact, interrupted the proceedings 

the outside merchants ? — It never can entirely. I consider 

the outside trade at Canton to be perfectly secure in regard to 
certain permitted commodities, but not in regard to the others. 

1276. Have you ever heard that outside merchants have given 
sums of money, 5.000 or 10,000 dollars, to*the Hong merchants, 
for their pass to cover certain exports, which legally they could 
not send without the Hong mercliants’ authority ?— They bave, 
1 believe, bribed them. 

1277. Has not that been of very frequent occurrence?—! 
believe that no outside dealer, where his business is illegal, can 
manage well to carry on such transactions without bribing the 
Hong merchants. It is a sort of tax on the outside trade. 

1278. The Committee understand from you that the Hong 
merchants have legally a monopoly of the trade from^ the port 
of Canton ? — In staples. 

1279. Do you mean in the trade w^ith Europe and India ?— 

The Chinese do not dhcriininate between the places from which 
foreigners come. • 
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1 Mar. 1830. 1280. Do you recollect any articles which are excepted from 

• . that monopoly ?— There is one which, I believe, is now excepted, 

namely, silk piece-goods; it is a trade which the Hong mer- 
chants cannot carry on, being a business of detail, fit only for 
the outside dealers. 

1281. Did not that take place in 1828 by proclamation ? — 
The proclamation^ were against free trade ; but silk has been 
allowed to the outside dealers. 

1282. Then except silk piece-goods all other articles are con- 
sidered illegal, if they do not go through the Hong merchants ? 
— Besides silk piece-goods, there are a variety of trifling things. 
The daily wants of a foreigner at Canton must be supplied from 
the shops : for instance, a man could not go and buy a pair of 
shoes from Howqua. There are, besides, sugar-candy, and 
mats, and things of that kind. 

1283. Are you aware of sums of money being paid by the 
outside merchants to the Hoppo for the privilege of exporting ? 
—lam not aware of that; I should say, they were paid to the 
Hong merchants. The Hoppo is in a situation too high to 
admit of bargains between him and the outside dealers. 1 should 
think the bribes were paid, in part, to the underlings of the 
Hoppo. 

1284<. Will you state what the otfice of the Hoppo is, and 
what his duties are, and the importance of them ? — He is the 
third civil ofiicer in rank at Canton; he ranks after the governor 
of the province ; and he is chief commissioner of the customs. 
His duty is to superintend the foreign trade in general. 

1285. Are you aware^ whether he is paid by salary or by com- 
mission? — I believe that, under that corrupt government, he 
receives very little positive salary, und is allow^ principally to 
pay himself. Most of the situations connected with foreign 
trade are sold to the best bidder, who remunerates himself as he 
can. 

1286. Have you not heard that that is principally done by 
conniving at evasions of the revenue ? — I believe that it is to a 
considerable extent, and by sums that he wrings from the Hong 
merchants ; in every way, In fact, that he can obtain money. 

1287. Are the Committee to understand that there is a dis- 
position, on the part of the Chinese outside merchants, to deal 
with foreigners, but that the Hong, by the privileges which they 
possess, restrain them ? — I should say, that there is necessarily 
a disposition, on the part of the outside dealers, to participate 
in the lucrative trade with foreigners, but that both the govern- 
ment und the Hong merchants are, from interest, opposed to 
it ; the government, because they are more secure of their reve- 
nues if they come regularly ; and the Hong merchants, naturally 
with that self-love which leads every man«to do the best for him 
frclf and the b 4 )dy to which he belongs. 
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1288. But you say that the government have relaxed in i Mar. 1830. 

some of the regulations in favour of the outside merchants ?— — 

I believe that in one article they have, either by positive coniii- F^^amsf 

vancc or by positive enactment, allowed the silk trade to the 
outside dealers. 

1289. Was there any written contract, on the occasion that 
has been mentioned, between the supercargoes and the Hong 
merchants ? — 1 believe that it was, just in many words, ad- 
dressed to those Hong merchants whom they suspected of having 
assisted in depriving them of their accustomed choice of teas, 
that they would show their displeasure towards any Hong mer- 
chants who contributed to it, by dealing less witli> them than 
with the others. 

1290. Have you any knowledge of a letter addressed by the 
American agent to the chief of the Select Committee, remon- 
strating against such part of the arrangement in question as 
involved his interest as an American ? — Some of the Americans 
(for all of them would not sign these petitions to the government) 
had endeavoured to bring the British into odium with the Chinese. 

1 think on the Company’s records there is copy of an address of 
theirs, saying that the British had set themselves up in opposi- 
tion to the Emperor— a charge*of the most injurious cast in such 
a country as China ; and we at that moment felt that we owed 
so little to the Amcric«lns, and particularly to this individual, 
that we returned a very short answer.^ He wanted us to assist 
him on some occasion, and we returned him a very laconic 
answer, from the feeling that we owed him very little. 

1291. Is that letter and that answer on record ?— I think they 

both are on record. This petition had not been signed by all 
the Americans. • 

1292. Arc you aware whether the American merchants at 
• Canton, on finding that their trade with the outside merchants 

was put an end to by the arrangement made between the super- 
cargoes and the Hong, held a meeting and resolved to petition 
the Viceroy against such proceeding ? — I believe that those in- 
dividuals of the Americans who had signed this previous peti- ‘ 
tion, did repeat their application through the medium of the 
Hong merchants. , 

1293. Have you ever seen a copy or translation of tfiat peti- 
tion sent in by the Americans ?— 1 saw some five or six of them ; 
but with regard to that particular one, I cannot say. 

1294. Did not one of these petitions to the Viceroy charge 
the agents of the East-India Company directly with having 
originated the arrangement which the Americans considered so 
prejudical to their interest ? — If they did make that assertion, 
the records will show that it was incorrect. 

1295. According to your recollection, was that the allegation 

in their petition ?— It might have been their allegation ; but if 
it was so, I must deny the truth of it. , 
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1 Mar. 1830. 1296. Are you aware whether any answer was sent to that 

. petition from the Chinese authorities ? — Yes ; but the tenour of 
it I cannot speak to. There was so much correspondence that 
1 cannot speak positively to any individual document. 

1297. Have you ever seen the answer of the government to 
the American application ? — 1 dare say 1 did, but its exact tenour 
I cannot charge my^ memory with. 

1298. Do you recollect whether that proclamation for the first 
time legalized the transactions of foreigners with outside mer- 
chants?— I should say that there is no material difference at 
this moment with ‘regard to the real state of the trade, except 
in the article of silk piece-goods. I have heard, though 1 can- 
not speak positively from my own recollection, as it did not 
concern us, that manufactured silk has been added to the other 
tilings that were before allowed to the outside dealers. 

1299. Did it not, to the best of your recollection, as regarded 
the export of manufactured silks, and the import of all cotton 
manufactures, legalize the trade with the outside dealers? — 
Yes, I think it did ; it admitted those things to the list which 
before existed of the trade permitted tt> the outside dealers. 

1300. Will you have the goodness to read, from the Canton 
Register of the 2d of August 1828, a statement therein con- 
tained of a proclamation concerning tne trade carried on by 
shopmen, dated July 14<tb, 1828, 

[ The *aoitness read the same, as JbUows.*'] 

** Proclamation concerning the Trade carried on by Shopmen ; 
dated; July 14th 1828. 

** Le, governor of Canton, &c. &c. with Yen, commissioner of cus- 
toms at the port of Canton, hereby make known regulations agreed 
upon for carrying on commerce between native shopmen and foreign^ 
merchants of all nations, and require obedience to the same. 

** The treasurer and judge of Canton having received orders to meet 
and deliberate on the subject, reported to me, the governor, as follows ; 

** * We being commanded to meet and deliberate on regulations for 
the trade between native shopmen and foreign merchants, ordered the 
Kwongchowfoo to unite with the Nunhae and Pwangu magistrates, and 
examine the old records on the subject, then consult and state their 
opinion. They did so, and laid the result before i/s, when we came to 
the following resolutions : 

‘ Foreign merchants of all nations coming to Canton were formerly 
restricted, in their dealings with shopmen, to leather shoes, china-ware, 
&c. eight articles. Exclusive of these, all imports and exports were 
confined to the Hong merchants, who were made responsible for the 
duties, to prevent smuggling and such nefarious proceedings. The 
linguists were appointed solely for interpreting, and were not responsi- 
ble for trade. It is proper to keep them on the old footing, in con- 
formity with existing laws. 

“ ‘ But the Hong merchants have now represented, that the Ameri- 
cans arc desirous to be allowed to trade either with shopmen or Hong 
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merchants, as they please, whether for great or small commodities. 1 Mar. 1830. 

And of late, foreign ships in greater numbers have come to Canton, in 

which are a great many trading skippers, for whom the eight articles to 
which they were restricted are insufficient. The circumstances of pre- 
sent and former times arc different. That on deliberation, they would 
make out a list of the larger articles of import and export cargo to be 
confined to the Kong merchartti^ and earnestly soliciting a change of 
the law, which would be showing compassion to the remote foreigners^ 
and be beneficial at home. This was their motive. 

"‘We (the treasurer and judge) commanded the officers before 
named to examine into the subject and report, which they did. It ii^ 
proper for ns now to state the result ; which is, that a list be made 
out of exports, teay raw tilky &c. 24 articles ; and of imports, wooUenty 
camlctsy &c. 53 articles ; all of which large commodities the shopmen 
shall be prohibited from dealing in. 

" ‘ All other goods not inserted in the list, whether exports or im- 
ports, coarse or other commodities, miscellaneous articles and eatables^ 
shall be left free to the foreign merchants to deal with shopmen, and 
shall be shipped off by Hong merchants, who arc to be responsible for 
the duties. As to worked silks, since they are not brought from' 

Sonchow or Hongchow, but woven from time to time by natives of 
Canton when applied for by the foreign merchants, and since the Hong 
merchants say that this practice is expedient, both for foreigners and 
natives, it is right to grant their request [to leave silks free]. 

" ‘ All coarse and miscellaneous articles not inserted in the list arc 
free to the foreign merchaq^t who now chooses to deal wdth shopmen. 

But hereafter, if the sliopmen incur debts, the Mandarin merchants^ 
shall not be implicated. The foreign merchant must, in all such cases, 
be left to himseif to clear his account. 

" ‘ With respect to shopmen dealing with foreigners, it is inex- 
pedient to leave them without some one to inspect their conduct. Wc 
(the treasurer and judge) request that it may be made the duty of the 
ilong merchants and linguists to examine^rom time to time, and should 
there be any smuggling, the Hong merAants shall be responsible, 
and the linguists brought up and punished. This change scema required 
*1)y the times ; and since the foreigners will be compassionated, the 
merchants accommodated, and the responsibility fixed, there will be no 
loss to the revenue, nor any obstacle from the laws. 

" ‘ Having received orders to examine and consult, we now submit 
whether these suggestions be right or not, and wait for instructions to 
promulgate them. We moreover request that a communication may 
be made to the Hoppo to examine and conform.’ 

" These statements have come before roe, the governor; an^ as the 
deliberations are completed, I direct, in accordance with the above 
suggestions, a list to be made out of exports — tea, raw silk, &c. 24 
articles. [Here he quotes, verbatim, the preceding paragraphs, and 
desires the Hoppo to issue a proclamation in their united names to 
the Hong merchants, to communicate the orders of government to 
the foreigners of all nations, and to the native shopmen, that one and 
all of them may yield obedience to the same.] 

" Thus the affair comes before me, the Hoppo ; and 1 hereby issue, 
in the name of the governor and Hoppo, the following orders. [Here 
he repeats, verbatim, the preceding, and then adds] 

“ Let merchants, foreigners, linguists and shopmen, all be* hereby 
fully informed, that hereafter they are required implicitly to obey the 
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-1. Mar. 1830. preceding regulations, to examine their dealings to the 

' , ' list of exports and imports hereto annexed. Hong merchants alone 

yt F. Davis, Qfe allowed to trade in the articles therein mentioned. Shopmen are 
■^‘9' not permitted to have any secret intercourse with foreigners. 

" Of the wrought silks, each shop is to be limited to 8,000 catties. 
The said shopmen are permitted to deal with foreigners only in mis- 
cellaneous articles not in the great articles of commerce. 

‘‘ The foreign merchant, in dealing with shopmen, has been required 
to give in a list, through the linguist, whose ears and eyes w'ere near 
and can easily investigate. Hereafter, in reporting goods to be shipped 
off, he must distinguish clearly which belong to Hong merchants and 
which to shopmen. It is made the duty of the linguist to discriminate 
according todaw, ere a permit be given. He is not allowed to confuse 
these things ; if he do, he will be severely punished. 

The linguists are besides ordered to make out a list of all the 
foreign goods shops, and whether the owners be substantial good people, 
and cause them forthwith to present to government associated names 
for security, to be preserved on record. 

“ As to any debts that may hereafter be contracted by the shopmen, 
the foreigtiers themselves must manage the affair. 

“ It is incumbent on the Hong merchants and linguists to examine 
and report on what is going on. If they presume to conceal what 
they know, and any clandestine proceeding be educed, they will be 
severely prosecuted. Positively the governor’s and Hoppo’s words 
once gone forth, the law will follow. Positively no indulgence will be 
shown. Let every one Implicitly obey. ^ Oppose not this special 
edict. 

“ List of the ^4 Articles of Export (confined to the Hongs). 

‘*1. All sorts of teas. 2. Raw silk from Oakwong. 3. Silk pre- 
pared for weaving. 4. Canton raw silk. 5. All sorts of cloth, 
fi. Native cassia. 7< Cassia buds. Sugar-candy. 9. Sugar. 
10. Tiitenague. 11. Alum. 12. Cloves. 13. Nutmeg (or mace). 
14. Quicksilver. 15. China .amphor. 16. Rhubarb. 17. Galangal. 
18. China root. 19. Vernffilion. 20. Gamboge. 21, Damar. 22. 

Star aniseed. 23. Pearl shells. 24. Cochineal. 

List of the 53 Articles of Import. 

1. Worleys. 2. Dutch camlets. 3. Camlets. 4. Long-ells. 5. 
Broad-cloths. 6. Cuttings of cloth. 7> ^^orts of camlets. 8. Flo- 
rentines. 9. Ginseng. 10. Sandal-wood. 11. Birds’-nests. 12. Cloves. 
13. Nutmegs. 14. Putchuck. 15. Olibarum. J6. Malay camphor. 
17. Elephant’s teeth. 1^. Pepper. 1.9. Foreign tin. 20. Ditto lead. 

21. Ditto copper. 22. Ditto steel. 23. Cotton. 24. Rattans. 25, 

Betel-nqt. 26. Smalts. 27* Prussian blue. 28. Bicho do Mar. 
29. Fish maws. 30. Sharks’ fins. 31. Materials for glass. 32. Ebony. 
33. Sapan-wood. 34. Cochineal. 35. Gum kine. 36. Myrrh. 37- 

Physic. 38. Assafeetida. 39. Physic oil. 40. Quicksilver. 41. Fo- 
reign iron. 42. Wax. 43. Cutch. 44. Pearl shells. 45. Sago. 
46. Undressed nests. 47. 48. Flints. 49. Borax. 50. 

Amber. 51. Gold and silver thread. 52. All sorts of skins. 53. 
Mace. 

1301. Dogs it appear by that proclamation through what 
authority the American petition was presented ?— It could only 
be presented through the medium, and in the words, of the 
Hong merchants. The question resolves Itself into the re- 
spective privileges which Americans and English possess at 
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Canton ; and in order toUlmw that the Company liave not been 
hostile to the Americans,' T may state that I myself interfered,' 
with the sanction of our Committee, in favour of an American 
named Ammidon^ in 1825, and availed myself of the knowledge 
I had of the Chinese language to write a petition for him to the 
authorities, complaining of the conduct of the Hong merchants. 
That petition was sent back unopened to the American, with a 
message to say, that no American could communicate direietlr* 
in the native language with the government. The individuallr 
grievance remains to this day unredressed. 


1302. Do not the Chinese government in that proclamation 
state that circumstances are changed, and that it is necessary for 
them to make alteration in their commercial regulations as re- 
garded the outside merchants ? — It says that the eight articles 
are insufficient, and that therefore it is necessary to enlarge it by 
the addition of the articles stated, principally of silk manufac- 
tures. 


1303. Is it stated there that the Hong merchants shall have 
the privilege of dealing only in a certain number of staple 
articles? — ^It does not prohibit them from dealing in other 
articles : it says, that they shall have the exclusive right of 
dealing in staple articles. 

1304. Are you aware 'that there is a list of “ enumerated 
I articles,*’ which none but British ships can import into England ? 

— There is, I believe, a regulation of that kind. 

1305. With reference to the estimation in which the English 
are held at Canton, have you ever seen or heard of placards in 
the Chinese language being posted up^on the European facto- 
ries, accusing the English of being the» means of interrupting 
trade between foreigners and the outside merchants ? — I believe 
there are placards put up by the Chinese occasionally against 
all foreigners, containing charges of a much more serious de- 
scription than that ; but 1 have not heard of those particular 
placards to which the question refers. Lampooning is very 
common in that country. They even placard the officers of 
their own government. 

1306. Have you known of any placards complaining of the 
interference of the East-lndia Company? — No; placards *con- 
taining abuse of all ‘foreigners 1 have heard of frequently, but 
not of the particular placard alluded to. 

1307. Are you aware whether that proclamation has been 
acted upon in regard to permitting the outside merchants to 
deal with foreigners?—! believe that the outside trade is now 
very much in the same state that it has always been at Can- 
ton. It was legalized, with regard to certain articles, before, 
and to that list some commodities nave been since added. 


1308. In your former evidence you stated that the Chinese 
arc decidedly, an anii-commercial people ; will you state .any 


I6l 

1 Mar. 18.307 

J, F. Davis! 
Esq, 



EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 

1 Mar. 1630. individual instance in which the Chinese have refused intercourse 
j TTZ . with foreigners ?— They have excluded us from several ports to 
which we formerly had access. They have excluded the Rus- 
sians from Canton. 

1809. Do you recollect the date when we were excluded?-^ 
Not exactly ; but it was about the end of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, in consequc^nce of the conquest of the Tartars. The 
Tartars became masters of China, and were, I suppose, more 
jealous than the former government, and accordingly excluded 
us from Amoy. 

1310. Have you ever heard that the Europeans excluded 
themselves from those ports to avoid the exactions made by the 
Chinese authorities?— No: I believe they were positively ex- 
cluded by an act of the government ; I believe they woula not 
be admitted there now. I have seen edicts from the government, 
saying that foreign trade must be confined to Canton. 

1311. Have you any idea of what the extent of the tea trade 
to England was at that time ? — It was very inconsiderable, com- 
pared with our present trade. 

1312. Are the Committee then ♦o understand that the tea 
trade to England, now so large, has CTown up since Europeans 
were excluded from Amoy ? — Certainly. 

1313. Is not that new trade beneficital to the people of China? 
— It would be more beneficial (because I conceive it would be 
larger) if it were nearer to the centre of the empire. That very 
great accession to the prices of tea, which arises from the 
Jong land-carriage, would be avoided, if the trade were nearer 
the tea provinces. 

1314. Must not so Urge a trade be beneficial to the countiy ? 
—It cannot but be beneficial, as far as it goes. 

1315. If the trade is beneficial, on What grounds do vou sup- 
pose the government to be decidedly hostile to increase that 
trade ?— Because it is decidedly hostile to foreign intercourse. 
The institutions of the country are built on the maxims of their 
great philosoper, Confucius ; and it was a leading precept of 
his to avoid intercourse with foreigners— to despise foreign 
commodities those are hjs words. The sacred books of the 
Chinese are different from the sacred bookg of most other coun- 
tries ; they are not so much religious books, as treatises on 
ethics and on government ; and as long as the Chinese venerate 
those books, so long will the institutions built upon those books 
remain more or less unchanged. 

1316. Does the veneration of the Chinese, whatever may be 
Its appearance practically, prevent them from carrying on a 
foreign trade ? — Principles of government that are absolutely 
preposterous in themselves, and contrary to the dispositions of 
human nature, must in fact render them^Ives futile to a certain 
extent ; and to that extent the foreign trade prevails in China. 
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1317. Are you aware that the port cliarges on vessels going i Mar. isso. 

to Amoy are much higher than diose on vessels trading to — ' 

Canton, even taking the Chinese junks ? — I should think there 

is no difference between native vessels ; all the extortion and the 
tyranny is chiefly in regard to foreigners* 

1318. If it should be the fact that the port charges at Amoy 
for Chinese junks are higher than the poi^ charges at Canton, 
might not that in some measure account for the cessation of 
trade to that port? — I really cannot speak to the difference of 
charges on native vessels. 

1319. Can you speak as to the difference of charge which may 
exist at Amoy and at Canton with respect to foreign vessels ? — 

1 can only speak from the trade at Amoy having been abandoned 
by foreign vessels in consequence of those charges ; but they 
were not so much charges recognized by any law of the country, 
as individual acts of extortion on the part of the Mandarins. 

1320. When you talk of the exorbitancy of the charges, do 

you mean any excess of charge at Amoy as compared with 
Canton ? — I should judge, from the result, that were higher at 
Amoy. • 

1321. Were not the Spaniards the only nation that had the 
privilege of trading to tkmoy ? — All foreigners possessed that 
right formerly. 

1322. Did not the Spaniards continue to have that right later 
than any other nation i'— They had the nominal privilege ; but 
that was rendered nugatory by the obstacles they experienced. 

1323. How lately have they abandoned it ?— Within the last 
twenty years one attempt was made, wich proved unsuccessful. 

1 should say, that all the ports of China arc virtually as com- 
4 plctely shut to Europeans as the ports of Japan, with the excep- 
tion of tlie Dutch. 

1324. Do you conceive the port of Amoy to be shut to all 
British vessels ? — Certainly. 

1325. As the trading intercourse in China of European sub- . 
jects has increased, does it not show that the anti-commercial 
^irit is somewhat diminished ? — J should say, that it was the 
operation of the interests of individuals against a preposterous 
policy. 

1326. Does not that interest answer the same end ? — It must 
be checked, to a certain extent, by the spirit and conduct of 
of the government. The trade would be infinitely greater, if we 
had access to several ports of the empire. 

1327. You have stated that the CJnnese government are 
aware of the advantage of the great trade with Canton ? — I can- 
not say that they ever expressed themselves so, but very much 
much the reverse: H may be inferred tliat they value it,* to the 
extent of the revenue which they derive from ,it, and which is 
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1 Mar. 1830. very inconsiderable in proportion to die revenues of the empire. 

, "TT They would value it less, as they lost this r^enue by the growth 

of smuggling. 7 ^ y b 

1328- What is the amount of revenue remitted annually by 
the Hong ? — I have heard it stated at 2,000^000 of tales ; but 
that is a trifling sum. 

1329. Is not thatc about £650,000 a year ? — It is. 

1330. Does not that amount include the port charges of the 
port of Canton I should think it does ; that, on whatever 
grounds it is calculated, it includes every source of profit to the 
government. 

1331. Are there any local charges upon the trade at Canton, 
independently of the government duties? — I should think that 
the heaviest charge on the foreign trade at Canton was in the 
shape of extortion ; much heavier than what finds its way to the 
coffers of the Emperor. 

1332. Independently of extortion, is there any portion of the 
charges upon the trade which is locally appropriated at Canton ? 
— There is a charge called the consoo charge, for the benefit of 
the corporation of Hong merchants. ^ 

1333. Have you ever seen in the Canton Begister, that the 
Hoppo, or treasurer of the place, is stated to have remitted an- 
nually to Pekin between 1,900,000 and 2,000,000 of tales ? — 
1 may have seen it, but I should not found an opinion on any 
thing that 1 saw in the Canton Register : it is not a work of 
Buiiicient authority. 

1334. Are you aware whether the revenue remitted is merely 
the revenue on imports, o.' does it comprise the transit duties 
also ? — It must include *“1116 revenue of exports also ; for the 
Chincsc^'charge a tax of 3d. a pound on the shipment of teas at 
Canton. 

1335. Are you aware whether the Chinese levy at Canton 
any duties in kind.^— 1 am not aware of any such duties at pre- 
sent. Tiiere are a few clocks and watches, and such things, 

* which are annually sent up to the Emperor. 

1336. Are you not aware-, that the port charges go to the 
Hoppo, as his private perquisite ? — No ; there is a proportion of 
about one-half which goes to the Hoppo : the other ought to 
find its way to the Emperor. 

1337. In your former evidence you stated that the govern- 
ment of China is as independent of foreign trade as that of any 
country in the world : Iiow do you reconcile that with the 
statement afterwards given, that in 1814, when the English 
supercargoes suspended the foreign trade for six months, the 
government were so much affected, that they yielded to the 
terms dictated by the East-India Company? — I do not think 
that goes to contradict my former assertion, that it is as in- 
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dependent as any gover|^ent in the world," though it mis 1 Mar. 1830, 
thought proper in that case^ by the local authorities of Canton, ““ , 
to continue this trade with foreigners. The English were (at ' 
that moment of war) the onl^ traders at Canton ; and if they 
had been excluded all trade must have ceased. 

1338. Have you ever heard what proportion of the population 
are maintained in growing teas ? — I cannot |peak to that. We 
do not know what their whole population is, nor, accordingly, * 
any fractional part of it ; our sources of information are so un- 
satisfactory. Even their own books seem most contradictory, 
and to be founded on no grounds that can be relied on. 

1339. Do you mean to say that the Chinese government, so 
long established, have no statistical tables or estimates, accessible 
to foreigners, of the population of different districts ? — I have 
seen one of those accounts, in which the population is made to 
be about 250,000,000 ; but 1 do not attach a great deal of faith 
to the correctness of it. 

1340. Are you to be understood to state, that the provinces 
of Fokien and Kiangnan are principally employed in rearing 
tea? — Fokien, Kiangnan^ Tchekiang, and Kiangsee. 

1341. From what you have seen of China, is not it very diffi- 
cult for the lower classes to live ? Is not there a great com- 
petition for labour ? — I 8o not think there is much more abject, 
miserable poverty there, than in many other countries of the 
world : 1 am sorry to say, than in our bwu : I mean in propor- 
tion to the population. 

1342. Are not wages low in China generally ? —Wages arc 
low, but the w'ants of the people are rendered comparatively few 

the superiority of their climate: tjiey are more independent 
of clothing, and lodging, and fire, than the inhabitants of colder 
jcountries. * 

1.343. Has it not come to your knowledge, that there have 
been frequent rebellions and disturbances in different provinces 
in China?— From famines. 

1344. What would be the effect, in ypur opinion, on a dense 
population like that of China, if the foreign trade, admitted by 
the statements to be so large, was suspended. Would it not add 
very much to the distress existing there ?— It might to the local 
distress of Canton* but I do not think it would be felt out of the 
province of Canton ; except, perhaps, in the tea districts. 

1345. Arc not those tea districts extensive, and their popu- 
lation numerous ? — They must be large, judging from the quan- 
tity of tea which we export, and wdiich is known. 

1346. Do jmu not consider that very serious evils affecting the 
government would arise if tlieir foreign trade was put an end 
to ? — I am not aware that any evils arose in those ports from 
which w'c have been already excluded. 

1347. Do not you conceive that there w^s a proportionate 
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1 Mm*. t89QL increase of export from Canton^ when the exclusion of foreign 
- . trade took place in other porta ?— -Yea ; but I spoke with refer- 

' ^ /oca^ evils: not the general edect upon the empire, 

but the local evils suffered at those points from which the foreign 
trade was abstracted. 

1348. If the produce of those ports found its way to Canton, 
would not the local inconvenience be limited to the inconvenience 
which might be sustained at the other ports ?•— The local in- 
convenience would be local to those places from which it was 
taken. 

134t9. Are you not aware that the tea province of Kiangnan 
is by far tfie largest and most populous province in China? — It 
was so long before the foreign trade ever reached China ; it is a 
matter of ancient history that it always has been so. ^ 

1350. Has not the old tea trade, as an export, grown up since 
the time when it was excluded from the otlier ports, and must 
not circumstances be very much changed since that time ? — 
That is a matter upon which 1 cannot speak from positive know- 
ledge. The export of tea has grown up since that time ; but 
in what proportion it has added to the population of those pro- 
vinces, 1 cannot state. 

1351. You are aware that the trade of 50,000,000 or 
60,000,000 of people in Bengal is codfined to the port of Cal- 
cutta. Would not the closing of the trade of Calcutta affect 
the general prosperity of the country ? — I should think that, as 
we are masters of the country, our imports into India spread 
more uniformly over those dominions than they do in China, 
where they are restricted to Canton. It has been estimated that 
barely one-ninth of our imports is consumed in the north of 
China, on account of the^distance. 

1352. * The question refers to exports from China? — I am per- 
suaded that the inconvenience would be chiefly local. The in- 
fluence of foreign trade does not extend very far inland from 
Canton. 1 have had reason to form that opinion from what we 
saw in the embassy. 

1353. What is the population of Canton by the nearest esti- 
mate you liave heard ?— There are no sources from which I can 
give cokTect information. * 

1354. Have you never heard that the * population living 
actually in boats on the Canton river amount to nearly 1,000.000 
of people ? — I can only say 1 do not believe one word of that 
assertion ; it is an outrageous estimate. Forming an opinion 
from what one sees, 1 should compare it with the river at 
London, and should say it was not any thing like so much. 

1355. What do you suppose the populotion to be of the city 
of Canton and the suburbs ?— 1 should think it cannot be a 
fourth or a fifth of that of London. 

1356. Do you mean that, according to the best estimate you 
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eanfortn, the number of persons living by occupations on the i Mflr.-lS30. 

river at Canton is not greater than it is upon the river Thames ? . 

— That it is not so great as the number upon the river Thames •'* 
at London ; 1 mean the floating population in boats, and ships, 
and barges. 

1357. Do not the rivers and canals of China afford great 
facilities in carrying on the trade to and from Canton; and are 
not the individuals so employed as industriofts and enterprising 
as men can be ? — With all that has been done, the facilities are 
in a very inferior state to what they m^ht be. The river which 
brings the teas to Canton from the frontier of the province, 
where it has to cross a high mountain, is a mere trout-stream 
for a great proportion of the w'ay ; and foreigners of all descrip- 
tions have been obliged to wait at Canton for months on account 
of there not being enough water in that river to float the vessels 
that bring the teas. 

1358. Would you consider those individuals who carry on 

that communication more commercial than the population of 
Bengal ? — ^The Chinese, if led by their rulers to themselves, 
would perhaps be the most industrious and commercial people 
in the world. * 

1359. Are they not, so far as you know, the most commer- 
cial people in the whole ^of the East?— Except the Arabs, per- 
haps ; they do not navigate so fhr as the Arabs do. 

1360. Will vou have the goodness to explain how you recon- 
cile what you {lave just stated with the answer you gave in your 
first examination, that the character of the Chinese was that of 
a decidedly anti-commercial people ?— I am speaking now with 
reference to their internal commerce, the very circumstance 
which makes them so independent df external or foreign com- 
merce. In my former answer, 1 was speaking of foreign commerce. 

* 1361. Can you form any estimate of the quantity of tea re- 
tained for home consumption in China, as compared with the 
quantity exported ? — No ; it must bear a certain proportion to 
the population ; but the quantity of tea consumed by the Chinese 
generally is very small. They economize the use of it wonder- 
fully. An ordinary Chinese puts his tea leaves into the tea-pot 
in the morning, and they last him. through the day. Tl^c drink 
is kept warm by a contrivance which forms a stratum of non- 
conducting air between the two vessels that contain it. 

1362. Is there no means of forming an idea of what is the 
proportion which is exported as compared with that which is re- 
tained ? — The proportion could only be ascertained by positive 
information as to the whole quantity produced ; but that infor- 
mation has never been obtained. 

1363. Have you no information, however general or however 
rough?— None whatever, as to the quantity that is produced; 
assertion is very easy, but proof is not equally so. 
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1 Mar. 1B30. . 13G4. Arc you aware that the English and Americans have 

““ . exported exceeding 40,000,000 of pounds of tea ? — The Com^ 
p any have exported about 30,000,000, and the Americans about 

8 .000. 000 by the last account. 

1365. Taking the rest of Europe, is it not altogether within 

40.000. 000? — The consumption of Russia is stated at about 

5.000. 000, the consumption of the continent of Europe is not 
quite 5,000,000, dnd the consumption of the whole civilized 
world, besides England, is about 22,000,000, while the con- 
sumption of England is about 30,000,000. 

1366. Have you ever heard any estimate of what quantity is 
used for internal consumption in China ? — I have never heard 
any information on the subject that I can rely upon. 

1367. Is the tea exported to Russia raised in the southern 
provinces from which we obtain our tea? — It is, I believe, raised 
ill the northern part of the empire. 

1368. Do you know where?— I am not very certain as to the 
locality. It is a different species of tea from wliat we use, and 
that is the best proof of the difference of the locality. 

1369. Is there any quantity grown in the western provinces ? — 

Not in the western. It is grown on the line of sea-coast on the 
eastern side. ^ 

1370. Are you aware that when tea has been exported and 
turns out bad, if the chest is returned two are given for one ?— 
That may have happened in individual cases, and in the instance 
of the merchant Howqua, who is known for his liberality and his 
wealth ; but 1 doubt it altogether as a general fact. 

1371. Is it not a general thing on the part of the Company ? 
—It is a difterent operation in the case of the Company ; the 
Cornpaiiy debit the merchants in their books. As an insulated 
act of voluntary and spontaneous generosity, it ma}^ be intelli- 
gible on tlie part of a rich Hong merchant like Howqua ; but 
the Company could hardly venture to do such a thing on their 
own ])art as to exact double the amount of all losses. 

1372. Have you heard of the Hong merchants doing that to 
the Americans and private traders ? — I have heard of cases in 
w'hich Jlong merchants have fefused to make any remuneration : 
it has always been an act of spontaneous good feeling on the 
part of the Hong merchant that did it. 

1373. Arc you not aware of instances where that has been 
done ? — I am aware of a great number of instances where it 
has been declined. 

1374. Can you state any instance? — I know an instance in 
w hich a Hong merchant made it part of his stipulation that he 
should not be obliged to make good the loss of the tea that was 
returned, 

1375. From siicli stipulation would you not infer that the 
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contrary practice had been the general. rule ? - All my informa- 
tion goes to prove, that it has not been the general rule ; that 
most of the individuals that have been applied to have refused, 
and that the generality of the rule has been in the other direc- 
tion. 

1376. On what ground, then, do you suppose that previous 
stipulation could have been made ? — It was ^ mode which that 
individual adopted to save himself from unpleasant applications, 
which he was determined to refuse. 

1377. You have stated you consider the heavy duties on 
foreign manufacturc as a proof that the people are anti-commer- 
cial, and wish to check the trade with foreigners ? — ^It is partly 
a proof of that, and partly a proof of the greediness of the 
Chinese government. 

1378. Can you state the highest rate of duly laid on any 
manufacture ? — I cannot call the highest rate to mind at this 
moment. 

1379. That is one of the reasons why you consider the 

Chinese govcTnment averse to foreign trade ?— It is owe of the 
reasons. • 

1380. If you were shown that England lays twice as much 
duty on foreign manufactures, would you conclude that England 
is ail anti-commercial country ? — The fact would go generally, 
and in the abstract, to sanction the Inference. 

1381. You have stated that the Company derive great advan- 
tage from their superior class of shipping; are you aware of the 
disadvantage the Company have in regard to the rate of freight ? 

— That is the price which they pay for the advantages. 

1382. Are you aware that the Compiiny are paying from C26 
to £27 per ton, whilst tea can be imported for £9 or £10 per 
ton in other sliips ? — 1 believe that the average payment for 
tonnage, on the part of the Company, is not so high as that 
stated in the question. 

1383. Are you aware what the average freight at present is 
in the Company’s regular ships? —I know it has fallen 50 per 
cent, since the war; but I cannot speak to the present amount. 

1384>. Are you aware what the*dilFerence of freight Jx) the 
Company would be*on the 28,000 tons, beyond what any other 
individuals could bring the tea to England for?— I cannot 
answer that exactly. If it was deemed advisable, I consider an 
act of the Legislature might oblige the Company to go into the 
market for their tonnage like other merchants. 

1385. You have stated as another advantage of the Com- 
pany’s large ships, that they are better adapted for the, stowage of 
teas ; can you state, of your own knowledge, whether a 500 ton 
ship, carrying tea to Canada, or bringing tea to England, has 
brought the tea in a* worse condition then that which is brought 
in the larger ships?— The standard of teas that we send to the 
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1 Mar. 1930. North American colonies is inferior < to the standard imported 
— — into Gh’eat Britain. I can speak to the fact of one ship, the 

Barkworth, having delivered her cargo in a most deplorable 
condition, and entailing most serious loss. 

1386. ’ Can you state the circumstances of that case ? It 
arose from her general condition as a ship. I believe that in 
most ca.ses the carjgoes are turned out in a worse condition from 
ships of that description than from the Company’s regular 
ships. 

1387. You know that a small ship does not carry so much in 

proportion as a large ship?— I am aware of that from personal 
knowledge. • 

1388. Since you have been at Canton, have not the country 
traders had some very large ships, of 1000 or 1200 tons ?— Not 
of that last capacity. 1 have heard of their having a few large 
ships lately : but the American ton is less than ours. 

1389. Are you aware that practically, as their old ships wear 
out in India, they are gradually introducing a smaller class of 
ships, more approaching the American ships, for the whole 
of the country trade ? - I am not aware of that. 

1390. Are you aware that the ships that now visit China from 
India are smaller than they used to be?— lam not aware of 
that. 

1391. Besides the tea which comes from the two provinces 
which chiefly supply Canton, is there not also tea grown in 
many other parts of the empire ? — I believe it is a product which 
is dependent very much on soil and climate, and that for that 
reason it is principally confined to the provinces which have 
been mentioned. 

1392. When you tasted the tea at Pekin, did that appear to 
you to be of the same kind as the tea brought to Canton ? — It 
was generally rather different. 

1393. Do you apprehend that it came from the same pro- 
vinces ? - I have understood that tea is grown in one of the 
north-western provinces, towards the great wall. 

1394. But in no other part of the empire io any great extent ? 
— Not to any great extent. 

139d. Not even for home-consumption ?— To a certain ex- 
tent; there is a coarse tea grown for the use of the population 
throughout the empire. 

1396. Have you ever had specimens of those teas brought 
down to Canton ? — Yes ; I have seen specimens, which I was 
informed were of that coarse description, and which were of a 
very inferior character. 

1397. You stated that you thought that the tea you tasted 
at Pekin was different from what you got at Canton ; did it 
appear to you to be of a higher and finer flavour, or otherwise? 
— It did not suit our taste : we thought it generally inferior. 
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1398. Did you understand what district that came from ? — 
It is thirteen years ago ; and if I inquired I have forgotten it. 

1399. What do you apprehend to be about the annual con- 
sumption of a Chinese family of six persons in tea ?— It is an 
extremely small quantity, on account of the economizing way 
in which they use it ; not nearly so much as is consumed by a 
middling family in England, because we Ufe it in a more pro- 
digal manner. 

1400. Do you apprehend that the population of every part of 
the empire use tea? — I believe almosft universally. 

1401. Do you^pprehend that the produce of the two pro- 
vinces which you have mentioned is circulated to every part of 
the empire ?— I should think not, on account of the high duties 
on transit. 

1402. Then a very larj[e part of the population are supplied 
through the growth of their own neighbourhood ? — Of the lower 
population, of those who cannot afford to pay such a price as 
arises from distant carriage. 

1403. Are the finer teas circulated from the provinces where 
they are grown to the dfstant parts of the empire ? — I have no 
doubt that any portion of the population that can afford to pay 
for the best tea, mil pay for the best, wherever it comes from. 

1404. Could you learn whether there was any considerable 
internal trade in tea carried on ? — The mere trade in the trans- 
portation of tea, that we give rise to, is very considerable ; but I 
cannot speak very certainly with regard to internal matters con- 
nected witli China. 

1405. You state that you think* the tea consumed by the 
Chinese is proportionably small, frdln their using the leaves 
over and over again ; do they not use it at all times oMie day ? 

• — They use it very generally as a drink ; they never drink plain 
water, I believe, if they can help it. 

1406. Is it not their habit to be continually drinking it? — 
They drink a good deal of wine at their convivial meetings, and 
the tea is only introduced as it is among us, at the end. 

1407. Is it not the liabit of those who have leisure to be 
sipping tea at almost all hours of the day ?— It is the •general 
beverage of the country ; in fact, water slightly tinged with tea, 
I should call it. I speak of the common people. It is used 
at all hours of the day: there is a vessel which stands in the 
principal apartment of the house, and which is available to all 
the inmates. 

1408. Do you not apprehend from that, that the consumption 
of a family must be very considerable, however weak it is, if it 
is carried on at all times of the day by all the members of it? 
—I know that the quantity they use is extremely small. • Their 
figurative expression for < poverty’ is ‘ weak tea and insipid 
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1 Mar. 1830. rice,' which means, that they have nothing ix) add to their rice, 
^ — and that they cannot afford to drink their tea strong. 

ksq. * 1409. Do you know what the success of the tea-plant of the 

Brazils has been ? — An utter failure, I have understood. 

1410. In the passage of the embassy from Pekin to Canton, 
do you consider that it passed through all the principal tea 
countries?— We ditl not pass through Fokien or Tchekiang. 

1411. In those provinces was the culture of tea very uni- 
versal?— It was extremely partial where we passed; so much 
so, that it was rather an event in the embasi^ to come across a 
tea plantation. The provinces through wmch we passed are 
less devoted to the growth of tea than those provinces, Fokien 
and Tchekiang, through which we did not pass 

1412. Could any trader in the country, in your opinion, 
obtain tea upon better terms than the Company ? — Certainly 
not ; it arises from the pre-election or first choice which the 
large capital and regular trade of the Company has always 
hitherto secured them. 

1413. You have spoken of the anti commercial spirit which 
exists in China ; is that the spirit of the government, or of the 
people ? — It is the spirit of the government, founded upon those 
books which are the basis of their political institutions. 

1414. It has been stated to the Committee, that the losses 
sustained by fire by American merchants at Canton have been 
made up to the persons suffering ; do you know in what manner 
they w’ere made good, or out of what fund ? — If they were 
made good at all, it w^as in a very few partial and individual 
instances, of which I never heard, and at the expense of the 
Consoo. ^ 1 believe that the whole benevolence of the Chinese 
government on the occasion evaporated in a few pompous sen-, 
tences ; and I know of many persons who sustained severe loss 
without any relief. 

1415. Could any European nation, in your opinion, export 
tea from Canton to Europe at a lower rate of freight than is 
paid by the East-India Company, or on lower terms generally? 
— I believe the evidence has gone to show that. 1 am not aware 
of the freight paid by the Dutch ; but I believe the superior 
class of shipping employed by the Company entails on them a 
higher rate of freight. 

1416. Are you of opinion that the East-India Company could 
obtain teas at a cheaper rate, if they paid for them in dollars 
instead of woollens and other British manufactures, and be 
thereby enabled to afford a supply of teas in England at a 
cheaper rate^^ — Certainlj'^ ; the Chinese would sell tea cheaper 
for dollars to us, for the same reason that they do to Americans. 

1417. Have the East-India Company imported any furs into 
China? — Yes, they have. 
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1418. To what extent ? — To a considerable extent, in some 
seasons. 

1419. Have the Americans imported furs ?— They have also 
imported furs. 

1420. To a large extent? — To a considerable extent, which 
will appear in the Report on the table of the Committee. 

1421. Is it generally supposed at Canton tflat tea deteriorates 
very much in keeping ? — I have heard some Chinese say that it 
is better for keeping, if properly stopped up. 

1422. Is there any difference in price between fresh and old 
teas ?— The Company pay less for the old teas* thak they pur- 
chase thanfor the new. I cannot speak so certainly as to 
Americans. The Company pay less, for this reason, that they 
are the teas which were rejected as not of contract quality, and 
therefore, being taken as inferior teas, of course a less price is 
paid for them. 


1 Mar. 1830. 

J. F. Vatnst 
Etq. 


1423. Is there any considerable quantity of ginseng imported 
by the Company to Canton? — It is exclusively the produce of 
some districts in North America, and introduced by the Ame- 
ricans, but held by the Chinese at a very low estimation, com- 
pared with what they themselves procure in Tartary, and which 
is a monopoly of the £n\peror. 

1424. Is there any ginseng ^own in any of the territories 
belonging to the Company?— I am not.aware of it; it is a wild 
plant. 

1425. You stated it as an advantage belonging to the large 
ships employed by the Company, that none of them have been 
lost ; and you stated that the risk of insurance was as nothing 
to 400 ; are you aware whether any of fhe large ships have been 
lost by shipwreck and fire during the last ten years ?— Eicontine 
my assertion to homeward-bound ships. 

1426. Do you know any instance where an American ship 
homeward-bound was lost during that time ? — Not to my know- 
ledge. 

1427. You have stated that the Company’s ships are indepen- 
dent almost of convoy in time of war ; did you ever know a 
fleet leave Canton without a convoy in time of war? — My, asser- 
tion was given comparatively ; that if they had been a different 
class of shipping class of shipping, they would have required a 
larger convoy. 

1428. Are you aware whether it was known at the time Com- 
modore Dance left Canton that war had been declared, or not ? 
..-.I have heard there was a small frigate with them ; but it 
occurred before I entered the service. 


1429. Are you aware that there was an officer of the navy on 
board Commodore Dance’s ship at the time that actio;i took 
place, and that he Was supposed to have contributed so much 
to the defence that the India Company made Jiiin a present of 
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1 Mtr. 1830. £500 and a sword ?— He could not have contributed to it bj 

, supplying the guns and the men with which the ships were pro- 

vided; he might have contributed merely by his advice, in 
' directing those capabilities which the ships already possessed ; 

but I am not aware as to the fact referred to. 

1430. Are you aware what number of hands navigate a Com- 
pany’s ship for cv^ 100 tons, and what number havigate, in 
ordinary circumstances, a ship of 400 or 500 tons ?— I believe 
it is in some general proportion of ten men to every 100 tons ; 
and I have heard that assumed generally as the proportion in all 
shipping. 

1431. Are you aware that four men to 100 tons is the average 
complement for the American ships and the ships in the private 
trade ? — I am not aware of that. 

1432. You stated in your former evidence, that the tea-plant 
took two or three years to produce, and that in the mean time 
tea would be very scarce? — 1 stated that the circumstance of 
the tea plant requiring a certain time to come to maturity, was 
u circumstance which made it highly desirable that the annual 
demand for teas should be generally pretty uniform. 

1433. Can you inform the Committee whether the practice of 
taking off buds and leaves from the plapts brings on a premature 
destruction of the plant?- 1 am not aware of that. It is done 
probably at times and spasons which are calculated to obviate 
such an effect. 

1434. You were understood to state, that in consequence of 
the tea-plant taking a certain number of years to produce, it 
required a peculiar sort of] demand, and that the supply would 
not be produced unless Che regular demand were continued ? — 
I meant to state to this effect, that tea is a product which could 
not be grown in exact accordance to a fluctuating annual 
demand, because it cannot be produced like a crop of wheat, 
for instance ; and that, therefore, in order to keep up the average 
quality of the produce, it was desirable that the demand should 
be as little fluctuating from year to year as possible. 

1435. Are you aware that coffee and pepper, which take three 
or four years to produce, have come <lQwn in price under the 
varying demand which has taken place ? — I know nothing about 
the produce of these articles. 

1436. You have stated that the last consignment of woollens is 
expected to yield a profit ; is that the consignment of the year 
1827-8, or 1828-9 ?— It is the consignment of tlie year 1828-9. 

1437. To what circumstance do you consider it owing that 
this consignment will yield a profit, whereas for the last few 
years you have represented the woollen trade as a losing con- 
cern ? -It will arise from the very great fall in Ihe invoice cost. 

1 138. Has there been any rise of price or any increased de- 
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mand in China for woollens P^None to my knowledge; rather 1 Mar. 1830. 
the reverse. • ^ 

1439. At what period do you consider that the woollen trade * 
began to be a losing concern to the Company ?— It was in some 
measure since the American competition. 

1440. It appears by the papers laid before the House, that in 
1809, and up to 1813 and 1814, the export of #oollens amounted 
to 260,000 pieces ; that in the year 1815 they had fallen to 

161.000 pieces; and that in 1827 they amounted only to 

123.000 pieces; will you explain whsit you consider to have 
been the cause of that decline ?— The Company before endured 
a greater loss, and a loss which they did not feel justified in 
continuing to endure. 

1441. Do you imagine that when the Americnns entered into 
the woollen trade, and, as you say, drove the Company from the 
trade by their competition, that they sustained a loss ? — I un- 
derstand that they made use of the woollens merely as a remit- 
tance from Liverpool ; that direct from America they preferred 
taking dollars, I have understood, that from the circumstance 
of the American ports being to the leeward of the trade wind, a 
ship is as long going direct from America, as by touching 6rst 
at Liverpool ; and accordingly they found it convenient, being 
at Liverpool, to take woollens (though they might lose by them 
to a certain extent) as a remittance. 

1442. Do you conceive that the Americans did lose by the 
export of woollens to China ?— I have heard that they have lost 
on particular articles of woollens. I believe the American im- 
portation of woollens into Canton has never reached one-fuurth 
of the Company's importation. I was ^ed in my last evidence 
whether, if it could be proved that the Americans made ^wen^ 
oc thirty per cent, on some articles of importation on which the 
Company lost, it did not go to shew that they had some superior 
inode of introducing the goods : now, I believe, that they have 
not generally ihade any such profits ; and I should say, that it 
is contradicted by the fact of their not hpving increased their 
importations. If they had made twenty or thirty per cent., 
they would have increased their importations ; and I infer, from 
their not having increased them, that those large profits were 
made only in a very* few individual instances, and that where 
they ijoere made, it was by evading the port charges. 

1443. Did you never hear that the losses on the American 
trade were confined almost entirely to the return voyages to 
America?— Yes; because the proportion of specie which the 
Americans have introduced at Canton has 'been overwhelming 
when compared with the amount of their woollen imjiortations ; 
in the proportion of five or six to one. 

1444. The questioa refers to the trade carried on by Ameri- 
cans from Liverpool to Canton, and back to America ; did you 
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never hear that the losses incurred upon those voyages fell al- 
most entirely upon the return cai^o ?— I cannot speak to that. 

1415. Can you state the amount of the Company's invest- 
ment in woollens, which you say is now profitable ? — The re- 
turns shew it to be about £800,000. 

1446. Do you consider that, at the present prices of woollens 
in England, the iinportation of woollens into China is likely to 
be profitable ? — 1 understand that the last importation of the 
Company will yield a profit upon the lahole^ in consequence of 
the invoice price being lower in England. 

1447. Are you aware whether there has been, recently, any 
increased demand in China for cotton-yarns ?— am not aware 
of it. My experience goes to prove the importation of cotton- 
yarn to have been unsuccessful ; but I have not been in China 
since the latter end of 1828. 


1418. Have you seen an article in the Canton Register of 
the 3d December 1828, stating that there has been a great rise 
in the demand for cotton-yarns, and particularly from a new 
quarter, from the northern provinces of China ? — I do not re- 
member having seen that. 

1449. Should you consider that the Canton Register is autho- 
rity upon these commercial subjects ?— To a certain extent it is. 

1450. Is it as good an authority as price-currents generally 
are ?— Possibly it may he. 

1451. You stated that one of the great objections to the con- 
sumption of woollen goods in China was, the distance and the 
expense of transit ? — Their being suited to the consumption of 
the northern provinces,. to which we have no access. 

• 145^. Can you state the mode in which the woollens of 
Saxony are introduced into China?— I have heard of some 
small quantity of British woollens being imported through 
Russia, but 1 am not sure of it. 

1453. Have you heard that a large quantity of Saxony wool- 
lens arc imported through Russia ?— No, 1 am not aware of that. 

145 4. If that should prove to be the fact, is not the transit 
by tbat mode infinitely more expensive, and longer in point of 
duration, than any internal transporting which can inteHere, on 
the ground of expense, with the consumption of British wool- 
lens imported into Canton ? — The demand must be greater in 
the cold provinces for such commodities. 

1455. Taking the place of consumption to be the northern 
and the colder provinces of the empire, is not the transport 
from Russia o\er-land infinitely more expensive and more dis- 
tant than the inode of communication which we have by 
Canton? — No; 1 am not aware of there being those heavy 
transit duties levied in that direction that are levied through 
the pro^ inccs of China. 
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1456. Do you conceive that the transit duty from Canton to 1 Mar. id30. 
the northern provinces would be sufficient to counterbalance 
the whole waste of time, and the expense of land*carriage across 
the continent of Asia? — I think it possible; but the whole 
question is speculative^ and cannot easily be brought to a cal- 
culation. 

1457. There .is a letter of the supercar^s, referred to in 
the report of the Committee in 1821, in which they state that 
the American trade in woollens was interfering very much with 

the Com^ny’s trade: has it of late years interfered much? I 

believe that they have interfered more or less ; but the Ameri- 
can trade in woollens has not increased lately. 

1466. J)o you believe it has made the trade of the Company 
more losing? — It entailed a fall in the price of our woollens, and 
its depressing effect must have continued. 

1459. You state that the quantity of woollens imported by 
Americans has not increased ; have you any knowledge on that 
subject? — My knowledge is partly derived from the printed 
report, and from the latest return of the trade at Canton, which 
makes the whole exports and the whole imports, each of them, 
only about 6,500,000 doll&rs. 

1460. You took your information, then, from tlie papers 
which have been laid before Parliament ? — And from papers 
which I obtained from the India-House— the latest return from 
Canton. 

1461. Do you know the quantity of hardware imported 

into Canton by the Company ? — Tliey made an attempt, some 
years ago, to introduce cutlery and hardware ; but the articles 
were unsuited to Chinese use : they did not know what to do 
with them. • 

^ 1462. With respect to iron, cast and wrought, is ther? much 
importation of that into China ? — We send about 1,800 tons of 
iron per annum. 

1463. Is that a profitable investment ? — Yes ; it generally 
yields a small profit : there is a duty charged by the Chinese of 
about 5s. lOd. a cwt. on iron. 

1464. Is there any demand for quicksilver ? — A very limited 
demand. 1 believe it is partly introduced by the officers 6f the 
Company's ships. 

1465. Did not the Austrians endeavour to establish a trade 
with China ? — I have not seen an Austrian ship there, I believe, 
since my residence in the country. 

1466. In your former examination you slated that the country 
trade had derived very important advantage and assistance from 
the Company’s Factory, inasmuch as when there was* an attack 
made by the Chinese upon the privileges and trade of foreigners 
generally, in the ycav 1814. the Company then made a stand, 
by which they gained advantages which necessarily extended 

2 A 
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1 Mar. 1890. to the country trade ; are not you aware that the merchants 
, of India, on uiat occasion, remonstrated with the East-India 
Company, and claimed indemnity for the heavy losses which 
they had sustained by the interference of the Select Com- 
mittee with their trade upon that occasion ?— The Company 
lost too ; but they considered that the objects which they were 
contending for w^re more than a counterbalance for the tem- 
porary inconvenience. 1 am aware that the country ships 
suffered by the detention ; and I am aware, also, that the Bom- 
bay merchants applied to the Government in England for redress, 
and that their application was rejected. 

1467. Do the Americans who trade to Canton carry on a 
large share of their business with the outside merchants ?— They 
do, a considerable portion. 

1468. Do they do more than the private merchants trading 
from the continent of India? — I believe they do; for this reason, 
that their trade is directed to articles of commerce which are 
better suited to the outside dealers, such as silk piece-goods, 
which are very much a trade of detail, as to patterns, &c. 

1469. Arc there among the outside dealers men of capital, 
character, and credit ?— They are so little to be trusted, that I 
know numbers of individuals who have suffered most severely by 
their transactions with them. 

1470. Supposing an outside merchant is indebted either to 
an American or an English merchant, could he get redress by 
any judicial proceeding against any outside merchant who has 
thus become his debtor? — The Chinese government warn all 
foreigners to beware of dealing with those men, because it will 
not guarantee their losse?. This appears from the proclamation 
already read. 

*1471. Would they acknowledge a suit or an application made 
to the Chinese government to enforce payment against an out- 
side merchant?— They would expressly disavow it, and deny 
all remedy, stating, at the same time, that the foreigner must 
bear the consequences of his own dealings. 

1472. Would not die Chinese government consider the Hong 
merchants who secured the ship as responsible for the loss ?— 
I do «not know what they might do at present ; but during the 
whole of my residence in the country it has been very much 
the other way. The government certainly would not give 
security to any transactions with the outside people. The Hong 
merchants are security for the duties, but not for the debts of 
the outside dealers. 

WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT, Esq. called in, and examined, 
ir. Ca7iwnght, 1473. Have you resided at Buenos Ayres as a merchant?— 
1 have, for nearly eleven years. 

1474. Are you acquainted generally with the trade of the 
southern states of America ?— I am. 
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1475. Is there any trade carried on from those states direct 
to China ? — Yes. 

1476. In what does the trade consist ?«-It consists in taking 

out specie from those states, and bringing back the produce of 
China, consisting of a variety of articles, tea, nankeens, silk, 
satins, furniture of various sorts, fans, and a variety of fancy 
articles. f 

1477. In what bottoms is this trade carried on ? — Almost uni- 
versally in American bottoms. 

1478. Has it been a profitable trade ?— I have understood so. 

1479. When did the trade commence ? — It has t>nly been 
carried 011 occasionally as opportunities have offered : perhaps 
not during the whole of the time that I resided there ; but 1 
know it was carried on from Buenos Ayres in the years 1822, 
1823, and I believe 1824. 

1480. Is it generally a circuitous trade; that is, a trade 
beginning in the United States with a cargo to some of the 
ports in South America, and from those ports to China ? — No ; 
the trade has usually commenced at Buenos Ayres by Ameri- 
can vessels being chartered in Buenos Ayres, from thence they 
proceeded to the west coast (generally Valparaiso and Lima), 
where they had to take in dollars (dollars being there more 
abundant than they are in Buenos Ayres), and from thence 
across the Pacific to Canton, and returning by the Cape of 
Good Hope to Buenos Ayres. There is likewise, I believe, a 
trade between the west coast direct to Canton carried on under 
the American flag. 

1481. Is there any trade carried ^n from the north-west 

coast under the American flag ?~1 have understood there was, 
in skins and furs. , , 

• 1482. Is there any considerable consumption of tea in those 
new states ? — The consumption of tea has materially increased 
of late years in those countries, in consequence of the tea 
which has been usually consumed there by the natives of those 
countries being from Paraguay, and their not being able to 
procure it now in sufficient quantity. Some political disputes 
having arisen between the government of Paraguay and the 
other states of Soqth America, they have not been alUe to 
receive their usual supply of that article, in consequence of 
which the consumption of China tea there has increased, and 
is likely to increase still further, in my opinion. 

1483. Is the Committee to understand that the supply of tea 
for the consuniption of those states was derived from the pro- 
vince of Paraguay before the interruption of the intercourse ? — 
Yes ; the natives of those countries have usually consumed the 
tea of Paraguay. 

1484. Is that the .same plant as the tea of China?— No, 
quite a different plant. 


1 Mar. 1830. 

W, Cartvmght, 
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1 Mar. 1890. 1485. Is the tea of China preferred to the tea of Paraguavi or 

—1— ' ’ is it of necessity that they have recourse to this substitute ?— I 
IT. Cartwright, should think more from necessity than choice ; but leaving 
acquired of late years a habit of drinking the China tea, I think 
the people have become latterly more fond of it than they were 
before ; and from that circumstance 1 infer, that even if the 
prohibition were t^ken off the Paraguay tea, there would still 
be a considerable consumption of China tea, from their having 
acquired a habit of drinking it now for some years. 

1486. Is the consumption of silk goods from China considera- 
ble ? — ^It is. 

1487. Is the Paraguay tea known in Chili and Peru as well 
as in Buenos Ayres?* It is. 

1488. Is the tea of China now equally substituted there ? - 
I imagine it is ; I have not been in tliose countries, but we have 
had commercial establishments there, and 1 have understood 
that the consumption of China tea throughout all those coun- 
tries is increasing. 

1489. From your commercial experience and knowledge, do 
you think that, as those states becone settled and prosperous, 
there will be a considerable trade between them and China ? — 
1 think there will. 

1490. What is the voyage from Valparaiso to Canton? — I 

should suppose the voyage may be considered from two to three 
months across the Pacific : two months perhaps. I know that 
vessels have gone that voyage from Buenos Ayres round to 
Chili and Lima, and to Canton, aod returned to Buenos Ayres 
within the twelve months, making the voyage round the 
world. r 

,149J. Then the trade, in your opinion, to whatever extent 
it may be carried on, will be principaHy-nn export trade from 
China, and in all the articles that those countries may want in 
that part of the world ? — Yes. I should wish to observe, that 
at the present time the great consumption of goods from China 
does not consist in tea, but in silks, satins, and a variety of 
articles manufactured in that country : but that tea is an article 
of consumption that is likely to increase. 

1492. Were you interested in any of the adventures to which 
you have referred ? — ^I was, in one instance. 

1493. Were these adventures profitable ? — I have understood 
they were, and that they would have been more so, but very 
high freights were paid. 

1494. In what years were the freights so high ?— The year 
that I allude to was that of 1822. 

1495. What circumstances occasioned the freight being so 
high ? — A very few of the American vessels that come out to 
that country have instructions from their owners to take char- 
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ters for China, and of course the number of vessels that offer 1 Mar. isso. 
for that trade is very few. ^ 

1496. Do you recollect what the rate of freight was?— It AV/. 

was as higli, 1 believe, as from £20 to £22 a ton register for 

the voyage out and home, going round by Valparaiso and 
Lima. 

1497. Is copper an article of export from the southern states 
of America to China?— It is exported from Chili ; and I believe 
it finds its way to China. 

1498. Cannot tliose states be supplied with all articles that 
they may require of China produce or manufacture cheaper 
from China than from any other part of the world, on account of 
their local situation ? — 1 think they may ; those articles costing 
less in China than they do in other parts of the world. 

1449. Would they not come cheaper in a direct voyage from 
China to those states than by any other course ? — Decidedly. 

1500. Do you suppose that British ships would have been 
employed in this trade if it had been lawful for them to engage 
in it ? — 1 have no doubt of it ; inasmuch as the trade has been 
chiefly carried on on British account and with British capital. 

1501. Do you apprehend there is a risk of this trade getting 
into American channels, so far as the shipping is concerned, in 
consequence of the impossibility of British bottoms being em- 
ployed in it ? — Certainly ; that has hitherto been, and 1 have 
no doubt will continue so, as long as British ships are prohibited. 

Those persons who carry on the trade will, in such case, have 
recourse to American or foreign vessels. 

1502. Have you ever known any Airs collected on the south-' 
west of America by British merchants, which have been brought 
to this country, to be sent from this country to Chifia ?-s-No 

*5uch trade has ever come under my experience, though 1 think 
it a very likely one to have been carried on. 

1503. Is there any tea brought from Paraguay to the states 
you have mentioned ? — It is not altogether interrupted ; occa- 
sionally licenses are obtained from the cfirector of that country. 

They bring this article down the river to Buenos Ayres; but it 

happens rarely, and the price is very high. • 

• 

1504. Do you consider that the increase which has taken 
place in the consumption of tea is entirely in the China tea? — 

At present it is. 

1505. How many adventures had you to China? — 1 had 
only one. 

1506. In what year ? — In the year 1822, to the best of my 
recollection. 

1507. Then you. did not think it desirable to embark in any 
other adventure of that kind ? — I left the country a few years 
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1 Mar. 1830. afterwards, and no other eligible opportnnity had occurred to 
^ embark in a similar adventure, or in all probamlity I should. 

eleven years there, and that was the 
only ladvcnture you did embark in ?— The only one. 

1509. Was it profitable? — ^It was not a very profitable one, 
in consequence of the very high freight that was paid ; still it 
left a very fair profit. 

1510. What do you call a fair profit ?— I think, if 1 recollect 
right, the profit was from 10 to 15 per cent, upon the capital 
invested. 

1511. What was the extent of the adventure? — It was a 
joint adventure amongst a great number of British merchants 
there ; and I think the amount invested was from 100,000 to 
150,000 dollars. 

1512. You have stated that there was very little tea in the 
return cargo ? — Yes. 

1513. Were the other articles chiefly furniture and satin? — 
If necessary I can state the exact amount, or nearly so, of the 
different articles that came back in the vessel that 1 allude to. 

1514. When did you leave Buends Ayres? — In the year 
1826. 

1515. Then you did not embark in any adventure after that ? 
-—I did not. 

1516. Nor before ?— Nor before. 

1517. Did you know of any other adventure to China? — 
Yes, there were three or four in that very year and the subse- 
quent one. 

1518. Have there beep^any since that time at all?— 1 think 
there have been others, but I am not certain. 

15 19. * Can you state any? — No ; I know that several vessels, 
sailed after the one in which 1 was concerned in 1822. 

1520. Can you tell how lately any vessels sailed ? — I cannot. 

1521. Have there been any for these last four years ? — I can- 
not tell, indeed ; but 1 can say, that subsequently to the time at 
which 1 was engaged in it, other vessels were sent on the same 
voyage, but which 1 did not embark in. 

1522^ In 1826 you left Buenos Ayres, and •you know nothing 
of the trade since that time? — Except from constant inter- 
course, having a commercial house there still. 

1523. Can you inform the Committee how many ships sailed 
from Buenos Ayres to China during the eleven years you were 
resident there ? — I cannot. In the year 1822, and I believe the 
the subsequent year, I know of four vessels having gone. 

1524. Did you know of any vessels going before 1822? — 
Certainly ; but I was not interested in any of them, and did not 
take any particular account of them. 



SELECT committee or the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

1525. Do you know how many went from Valparaiso or from 
Lima ? — No. 

1526. Then your evidence only relates to the trade between 
Buenos Ayres and China ? — ^It only relates to the trade betw^n 
Buenos Ayres and China ; except that, from my intercourse with 
the other countries f having commercial houses both in Valparaiso 
and Lima), I am so far acquainted with the tra^e of those places, 
and 1 know that there is an increase consumption of China pro- 
duce in the whole of those countries. 

1527. Have you any objections to state why, if you found 
those adventures profitable, you engaged in no others?— It was 
not at all in our way of business to enter into adventures of that 
kind ; our commercial pursuits are of a different nature. 

1528. Are you engaged in trade now? — Yes. 

1529. Where do you reside ? — In Liverpool. 

1530. Would not the produce of Buenos Ayres, for instance 
hides and tallow, become a profitable investment to China ? — I 
am not aware that it has ever been tried. 

1531. Can you state at what rate of freight you could get a 
British ship to go from Byenos Ayres to China and back again, 
if it were a legal voyage ? — I can only state, that the produce 
of that country was shipping in Britisn vessels on the voyage to 
England at the rate of about to £5 a ton, and the outward 
freight might be estimated at perhaps £2. 10^. to £3 a ton , and 
the outward and homeward voyage together would take about 
nine or ten months. 

1532. And the voyage you have mentioncMl was done within 

twelve months, for which £20 to £22 per ton was paid ? — That 
was, 1 believe, the general rate of freight; but I cannot 
recollect at what rate the vessel was chartered in which I was 
interested. • • 

1533. Do you recollect the size of the ship that was chartered? 
— 1 think she was a vessel from 350 to 400 tons. 

i u34. Have you exported any Paraguay tea to Buenos Ayres ? 
—Never. 

1535. Do you know the price at which it was sold per pound 
at Buenos Ayres ? — When the article was plentiful in Buenos 
Ayres, it generally, sold (to reduce it to sterling) from 7^.* to 9</. 
a pound. 

1536. Was it drunk by the merchants at all, or only by the 
lower classes ?— Not much by the Europeans, but generally by 
all classes of the natives of the country, as well as by the 
Spaniards who have long resided there. 

1537. How is that price as compared with the price of China 
tea ?— I cannot state the exact price, but I think the black tea was 
usually sold in Buenos Ayres from 2s, to 2s. 6d. per pound, and 
the green tea from 3s. to 3^. 6d. or 4^. 
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1 Mar. 1830. 

fT. Cartwright. 
Etq. 
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1 Mar. 1830. 1538. What is the duty?— The duty was then twenty per 

cent, ad valorem. 

**Ej^*^* 1539. Did any of those ships trade with the eastern Archi- 

pelago ? — ^None that 1 am aware of. 

^ 1540. Can you state whether that has been a profitable trade 
since 1822 or not? — 1 have no means of answering that ques- 
tion. ^ 

1541. Have you no means of stating up to the time you left 
the country in 1826 ? — The only means I have of ^u%ing is 
from persons having pursued the trade after the period 1 have 
mentioned. I should suppose, if it had not been profitable, it 
would have been abandoned. 

1542. You stated that the rate of freight was from £20 to £22 
a ton, did the freighter pay the port charges at Canton, or the 
owner of the ship ? — The owner of the ship. 

1543. Do you consider the tea imported to Buenos Ayres 
from China to be as good as the tea consumed in this country ? 
— Quite as good. 

1544. Do the vessels which go to Valparaiso and Canton stop 
at the Phillipine Islands ? — I think not. I have heard of their 
calling on their way at the Sandwich Islands. 

1545. What do you suppose could have been the freight from 
Buenos Ayres to Canton and back, supposing the freighter to 
have paid the port charges at Canton ? — I cannot precisely state 
what a British vessel ftiight have been procured at for that 
voyage ; and I am not acquainted exactly with the amount of 
port charges at Canton. 

1546. What do suppose would be the rate of freight for a 
British ship, according the present general rate of freight, 
for a voyage from BuenSs Ayres to Canton and back, supposing 
the freighter paid the port charges ? — 1 should think that a vessel 
for that voyage might, at the present time, be chartered at the 
rate of from £8 to £10 per ton register for the round, and perhaps 
less. 

1547. You are a considerable ship-owner? — I am interested 
in several. 

1548. Is there much difference between the rate of freight 
now end what it was in 1822?— Judging from the freights we 
obtain from South America, there is little difference. 

1519. Do you think the £8 a ton would remunerate the ship- 
owner?-— I am not prepared to say that; I tliink that vessels 
might be engaged at about that rate. 

1550. Do you consider that £8 to £10 would be a fair rate 
at the present time ? — Yes, according to the current rates to 
other parts. 

1551. Do you know whether any other counti^, except the 
Americans, are engaged in the trade from the Pacific to China ? 




• — Several of the nativesVf Buenos Ayres are engaged in that 
trade. 

1552. Do you know whether any other bottoms are engaged 
in it ; the Dutch, for instance ?— 1 do not know ; 1 dare say 
there may be Dutch vessels engaged in that trade. 


1 Mar. 1830. 


Cartwn^ht, 

Esfj, 


Mortis j 2^ die Martiii 1880. 

Captain ABEL COFFIN called in, and examined. 

1553. You are a citizen of the United States ?— I gm. 2 m >r 1830 

1554. In what part of the United States ? — Newbury Porti a 

town of Massachusett's. Capt, A Cojin. 

1555. Have you commanded a ship in the China trade ? — 

I have, three voyages. 

1556. From what port did you sail ? — Boston. 

1557. In what years did you perform those voyages ? — 1822, 

1823, and 1824. 

1558. What cargoes did you take to China? — Specie, and 
some trifling cargoes of Sasks of furs, but nothing on account 
of the owners except specie. 

1559. What quantity of bullion did you take out?— >In 1822 
1 had 172,000 Spanish dollars; in the year 1823, I had 
200,000 ; and in 1824, 165,000 dollars. At the time I had 
the 200,000 dollars it was not to be all invested in my ship ; 
between 30,000 and 40,000 was to pay a debt that the owner 
had contracted on a previous voyage. 

1560. What cargoes did you bring flrpm Canton ? — Teas, or 
manufactured goods, silk goods, cassia, and nankeen. 

^1561. Were the teas black and green ?— An assorted cargo ; 
about two-thirds were black. 

1562. Do the Americans experience any difficulty in carry- 
ing on the Chinese trade ? — None, that 1 have known. 

1563. Did you ever experience any your«?clf ?— Not any. 

1564. Had you any supercargo ? — The first voyage I had 
one ; the two last 1 had neither supercargo nor clerk. . 

1565. What was Ihe name of the ship?— The Liverpool 
Packet. 

1566. And what was its burthen ?— 397 tons, American ton- 
nage. 

1567. Is that different from the British ? — There is some 
trifling difference, but very little ; I think it would differ about 
five or six tons from English tonnage, in a ship of that size. 

1568. Is it larger or smaller than the British ?— I think it is 
smaller than the British. 

1569. Will you Iwe the goodness to giv^ the Committee an 

2 B 
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2 Mar. 1830. acCount of the way in which you proceeded in conducting your 

transactions at Canton ? — On the arrival of the ship at Wham- 

Cajre, A. Coffin, factor generally proceeds to Canton, there he calls upon 

the Hong merchants, or frequently the Hong merchants send 
their pursers to wait upon him on his arrival. 

1570. Do they send down to the ship ? — Not down to the 
ship, but to hi^ place of business. He will then make an 
arrangement with one of the Hong merchants to secure his 
ship ; and generally we agree to trade with that Hong mer- 
chant, admitting that he will trade with us on as good terms as 
we can Uade with any other merchants in general ; but we buy 
one-third or one-half of our cargo of him, and sometimes the 
whole. 

1571. But you do not give more for teas you purchase of him 
than you give to others ? — Not in any way ; we give him no fur- 
ther advantage than a preference of trade, if wc can trade 
equally well with him. 

1572. Do you give him any fee or douceur to become secu- 
rity for the ship ? — Not any. 

1573. Are there considerable faculties in the port of Canton 
for transacting business ? — There are more so than in any port 
I have ever been in in India. 

1 574. Can you give the Committee any instance to prove 
that facility at the time you arrived there? — I arrived at 
Whampoa, on one voyage, when I was both master and super- 
cargo of the ship ; and I laid at Whampoa then fifteen days, 
and loaded there and sailed in that time. 

1575. Did you trad? from China to America, and from 
America to Europe ?-i-From America to China, from China to 
Amefica, and from America to Amsterdam. 

1576. Can you give the Committee an account of any voyage 
you have performed ? — I have here an extract of an American 
newspaper, giving an account of one of my voyages: it is 
headed “ Despatch.— The ship Liverpool Packet, Captain 
Coffin, sailed from Boston on the 21st of July 1824, for Canton, 
arrived there, changed her cargo, ai;d returned to Boston in 
eight months and twenty-nine days ; afterwards sailed for Am- 
sterdam, and performed the voyage there and back to Boston 
in seventy days, changing cargo : thus having completed two 
long and important voyages in eleven months and sixteen 
days.” 

1577. Is that an accurate account of the voyage you per- 
formed ? — It is one day longer than the voyage was. I was 
eight months and twenty-eight days, instead of twenty-nine 
days ; that is, the whole time from the time I left Boston to 
the time I returned to Boston again. 

1578. Did you unload entirely at Boston, or only in part ? — 
I merely diseharc^ed mv silk iroods and some teas that answ^ered 
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Capt. A. Coffin, 


for the Bostoa market, and brought on the remainder .to 2 Mar, 1830. 
Amsterdam. ; 

1579. Did you load at irtnsterdam?— I returned in ballast. 

1580. Have you had any dealings with the outside mer- 
chants ? — I have. 1 have generally bought the greater part of 
my silk goods, and frequently considerable jjuantities of tea to 
complete my cargo, of the outside merchants. Generally an 
outside merchant has some Hong merchant as his friend; goods 
are obliged to be shipped through on© of the Hong merchants. 

They arc bought of the outside merchant, and the probability 
is, that the outside merchant pays the Hong merchant some 
trifling compensation for shipping his goods. 

1581. Do you find any difficulty in dealing with the outside 
merchants ? — I never have myself; but I have heard others say 
there is not that security in trading with them. You are more 
liable to be imposed upon, which is not the case with the Hong 
merchants. 


1582. What security have you of there being no imposition on 
the part of the Hong merchants ?— Only their own. 

1583. Can you mention any instances ?— On one voyage I 
had five chests of tea which proved to be filled up with sawdust 
and brickdust. It was the time of the great fire at Canton, and 
it was some of the old remains of the fire ; they weighed about 
equal weight with a chest of tea. Whfen I went back I took it 
back, and took it to the Hong merchant, Puankhequa ; and 
after sending his purser to see that it was his mark, he imme- 
diately, without saying Jiny thing further, sent me ten chests. 
He gave me to understand, that it was not intentional on his 
part. 1 have no doubt that it was ddhe on board the chop- 
boats. The people I purchased my goods of are accountable 
for the goods till they get alongside the ship. We buy the 
goods deliverable on board. 

1584. What is the amount of a chop of tea? — Of black tea, 

generally about 400 to 600 chests. It is a quantity of tea grown 
on one piece of ground by one man ; and* of black teas it gene- 
rally consists, sometimes it exceeds, 600 chests, and the green 
about 400 chests. • 


1585. Was the t*ca returned to you by Puankhequa of as 
good a quality as that which he had engaged to deliver before ? 
— It was. 


1586. Do you generally find that you can trust as much to 
the Hong merchants in their dealings with you as you can to 
merchants residing in other parts of the world ? — I should think 
we might full as much. 

1587. Can you mention the prices that you paid for tea in any 
given year ?— In 1822, the first voyage that I was there, *from 
22 to 23 tales perpekul were paid for the souchong: It amounts 
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2 Mar. 1830. to the same thing as cents per pound ; cents are of Spanish 
dollars : 22 tales would be about 22 J cents. 

«/»«• . Coffin, 250 Q^ What did you pay for the other descriptions of tea ? 

— Bohca was, to the best of my recollection, 12 cents per 
pound ; about 12 tales per pekul ; Congo was about 21 to 22 ; 
young hyson was 36 ; hyson was the same price ; hyson-skin 
was 25. * 

1689. What do you mean by young hyson ? — Young hyson 
tea, 1 believe, is the young leaf off the old hyson. 

1590. Were those all fresh teas ? — All fresh teas. 

1591. \irhat did you pay for gunpowder tea and for impe- 
rial tea ?— Gunpowder, 50 to 55, and for imperial about the 
same price. 

1592. Was the price of green tea higher in the year 1823 
than it had been before ?— It was. 

1593. Had you any difficulty in that year in completing your 
cargo of green tea ? — In 1823 1 had, in obtaining as much young 
hyson as I wished. 

1594. Could you, in the year 1824, obtain the young hyson 
that you required ? — Not at all ; but it was more plentiful than 
it had been. I was late in the year 1824, being one of the late 
ships that went against the monsoon. 

1595. What difference in the price did the scarcity of young 
hyson, in the year 1823, make in the article ?— It made a di^ 
ference of between 36 and 42 tales per pekul. 

1596. What was the price of the young hyson in the year 
1824 ?— In the year 182^1 paid from 45 to 48 for young hyson. 

1597. Have you ever seen a printed pricc-current at Canton ? 
— ha/e ; but I believe they have been sent out printed from 
Europe or America in blank ; they were filled up at Canton. 

1598. Is that a common practice? — That is the common 
practice. 

1599. Is there, in your judgment, any difference between the 
quality of the teas purchased by the East-India Company and 
those purchased by the Americans ^*I should think there was 
a difference, from 5 to 10 per cent, in favour of the teas pur- 
chased by the East-India Company. 

1600. Does that apply both to black and green ?— To the 
green teas I think it does not apply. Our green teas are equally 
as good as those imported by the Company. Souchong and 
Congo 1 have myself bought there after it has been marked to 
go on board Company's ships, and paid a little higher for it. 

1601. How did you contrive to get those chests? — The 
Hong put other printed papers over them. 

1602. Were they intended for the Company’s ships ? - I be- 
lieve they were ; but the merchants wanling ready money sold 
them. 
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1603. Do you remember what you have paid for the tea so 2 Mar. 1830. 

purchased ? — I think it was 24* tales ; that was in the year that 

1 was paying 21 for the teas that we usually take to America. 

1604<. Do you imagine that was part of the tea for which the 
Company had contracted? — 1 have no doubt that it was tea 
that was to go 4)n board the Company’s ships. 1 believe that 
the Hong merchant intended it ; but wanting some ready money* 
he got it in this manner. 

1605. Was it your general practice to pay ready money for 
the teas you purchased?— Generally. I have had credit in 
China when I have not had funds enough to load the ship. 

1606. On which voyage was that ? — The first and last voyage. 

1607. From whom did you have it ? — From Chumqua, one of 
the Hong merchants. 

1608. What security did you give him ?— I gave him my bill* 
payable at twelve months or on my return. 

1609. Did you refer to the American consul there? — No 
other security than my own. 

1610. Were you a perfect stranger to him ?— So far a stranger* 
that 1 had only been acquainted with him on my first voyage 
there ; but he considered* from my being in command of the 
vessel and having the management of the business, being con- 
cerned with the supercargo, that I must be a respectable person, 
and of course he required no other se'curity. The merchant I 
sailed for had frequently had large credits. 

1611. Then it is notan uncommon practice in Canton to give 
credit where the money for the payment of the goods is not 
immediately forthcoming? — No; between thirty and forty 
thousand dollars which 1 took out on one voyage, was to pay 
for a previous credit which the owner had had. 

1612. Have you found equal facility in other parts of India? 

—I never have. 

1613. What interest did you pay? — Eight per cent, per 
annum. 

1614. At what time do the tea merchants usually arrive at 
Canton ? — From November to December. 

1615. Did you ever purchase teas of an old season? — I did. 

1616. What is the difference in the price at Canton between 
the old and the new^ teas ? — About four or five tales. 

1617. Is that the case in all descriptions of teas? — In green 
teas I do not think it is so much : we consider that the black 
teas injure by keeping. 

1618. What difference is there in the American market be- 
tween the old and new teas ? — Perhaps two to three cents per 
pound. 

1619. When you say four tales, do you mean in the bohea 
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.• 2 j^ar. 1B30. tea or in the Congo tea P— In the Congo tea ; not so much in the 
Ca t bobea tea. I never bought any old bohea. 

/ft A, Coffin^ 1620. How were the three cargoes of tea which you bought 
disposed- of? — Part of it was disposed of in America, but the 
greater part went to Holland. ^ 

1621. Can you tell what the teas sold for in Holland? — 
I think at 21 stiverl. The last voyage, not having any thing to 
do with the business myself in Holland, being consigned there, 
having some shares in the voyage myself, 1 was furnished with 
account sales ; but, to the best of my recollection, about 21 
stivers for the Dutch pound. 

1622. For what description of teas ?— For the congo. 

1628. Of the tea you purchased, was part of it from the 
Hong and part of it from the outside merchants ? — It was. 

1624. Are you able to state how the teas purchased from 
those two parties turned out ? — T think that the tea was fully os 
good that I purchased of the outside merchants as that of the 
Hong. The outside merchant that I purchased it from had 
been established for many years, though within two years he 
has died ; his name was Yoqua. c 

1625. What is the difference between the Dutch pound and 
the English pound? — 112| English, I think, makes 110 pounds 
Dutch. 

1626. Can you state the price in Holland of any other de- 
scription of tea besides congo ? — I cannot. 

1627. Is there any difference in the duties on American and 

on national ships in importing teas into Holland ? — There is 
considerable. t 

1628. Can you state wWt it is ? —I do not know the difference 
exactly ;^but I was told by the merchants that the circumstance 
of mine being an American ship made a difference of sometliing 
like 28,000 guilders on the whole cargo ; that is, about £2,200. 

1629. Do the American ships perform their voyages cheaper 

than Dutch ships ? — 1 think they do ; they are more expeditious, 
and they also sail with fewer men. In the ship that I com- 
manded I had twelve seamen, making altogether seventeen, and 
sonietifnes having a boy, making eighteen people, myself in- 
cluded. * 

1630. What would a Dutch ship of that size have ? — Probably 
twenty-five. 

1631. What was the size of the ship ?— About 400 tons. 

1632. Can you state what was the whole cargo of the ship on 
which that additional expense was incurred ? — The investment 
in China was about 170,000 dollars. 

1633. Would an American ship, nominally of 400 tons, carry 
more or less cargo than a Dutch ship of 400 tons ? — The Dutch 
ships arc rated by tho last ; but when I compare them with the 
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American ships, I speak of a ship that would bring the same 2 Mar. j 830. 
quantity. ' da t M 

’ 1634. Is not there a different mode of measuring the tonnage 
in American ships from the British ? — I believe there is ; we take ' 
half the breadth of bAm for the depth of hold, the length of 
keel multiplied by the depth, divided by 95. 

1635. Do you know the English way ?— I dcfnot know exactly 
the English way of measuring. 

1636. Is not the American ton reckoned forty cubic feet? — It is. 

1637. Do you know whether the English is reckoned tlic 
same ? — 1 do not know. 

1638. Is not a last about two tons? — I believe it is. 

1639. You stated that the value of your investment in China 
was about 170,000 dollars; do you know what its value in Hol- 
land was? — I cannot tell exactly. 

1640. Did the charges depend on the value of the cargo in 
the ship, or on the ship itself ?«— Principally on the cargo. 

1641. You have stated that on board your ships you have had 
twelve seamen, and altogether a crew of about eighteen persons 
including yourself ; is that to be considered the average number 
of the trade of Boston at the same time ? — Yes, I think the 
average number of all A mericlui ships, the Philadelphia ships 
excepted : they generally have a few more, owing to having a 
number of a[)prentices. 

1642. Is any additional risk considered to be run by having 
so small a number, or what is the rate of insurance upon the 
American ships in the Chinese trade^ — About four per cent, 
upon the whole voyage out and home, insured in America. 

1643. Are you generally acquainted with the trade of£ostpn 
dhd Salem ? — Yes. 

1644. Was that the insurance when you went there, or is it 
the same now ? — That was the insurance when I went, and it is 
about that now ; it does not exceed 4^. 

1645. Y’ou mean upon a voyage to Canton, out and home 
again ?— Yes, not including the risk to Holland. 

1646. Can you sl;^te the average number of vessels that have 
been employed in the East-India trade for the last seven years 
from Boston and Salem?— In 1823 there were forty-two Ame- 
rican ships during that year in Canton. Altogether the trade 
has fallen off considerably now : I think, for the last two or 
three years, there have not been so many ; there have not been 
more than half that number. 

1647. Can you state, for the last fourteen or 6fteen years, 
what have been the number of Boston ships lost in the China 
trade, either in the outward or homeward-bound voyage ?-r-I do 
not remember but one Boston ship being lost : that is between 
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2 Mar. 183a fourteen and fifteen years : Rapid is the name of the ship : slie 
was commanded by Captain Dawe ; she was cast away on New 
ajri.ji. Coffin, UQjjand, going an eastern passage. 

1648.. Have there been any homeward-bound ships lost?— 
There was a Philadelphia ship in March 1824, called the Co- 
lumbia,. lost at the east end of Banca. 

1649. Have ydu not made several voyages to India as well as 
to China ?—l have, twelve within the last thirteen years. 

1650. Can you state what has been the averagcf '"length of 
these voyages? — About ten months out and home. The longest ^ 
passage I ever had to Java, which we take die passage from 
either to* Europe or America, was ninety-six days; ajnd two 
years ago 1 came from Angier, which is , t he_ 

Java, in eighty-one days, with a sugar-lddnra%m^ 

1651. Have those voyages that you speak of all been carried 
on with the same number of men that you have already men- 
tioned, in proportion to the tonnage ?—The same number. 

1652. Are the American ships, as compared with the British- 
built ships, built more for the purpose of speed and use, than 
for that of carrying bulk? — Our modern-built vessels, I think, 
are all about the same ; they carry equally as well as the British 
vessels : but die ship that 1 commanded to China was a ship 
built some years ; she would not carry quite so well, but sailed 
much faster. 

1653. What has been the alteration that has taken place in 
your modern-built ships ?^ — They have made them longer, 
deeper, and not so w'ide. 

1654. In what mode do you take the measurement of the ton- 
nage of your ships ? — From the length half the breadth of beam 
is^tak^n ; by the depth of the whole multiplied by the length, 
and divided by 95. 

1655. With what object is it that that mode of taking the 
measurement has been determined upon ? — 1 cannot say. 

1656. Is the nominal tonnage of a ship built in one of those 
modes greater in proportion to its real capacity than that of one 
built in the other; and will you explain the mode in which the 
differfnee is produced? — ft is different, owing to the ships 
being much narrower, having more length and greater depth in 
the hold ; a vessel of that description, a vessel of 28 feet beam 
and 100 feet long, would not carry nearly so much as a vessel 
of 26 feet beam, and adding greatly to the length and depth, 
which does not increase the tonnage in the same ratio. 

1657. W'hat reason have the Americans for employing smaller 
ships rather than those larger ships which are generally employ- 
ed by the East-India Company ? — I believe they think them 
more expeditious generally in performing the voyage ; and the 
cargo frequently in America is owned by a merchant, and he 
prefers having his goods go in his own ship, in preference to 
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having a very large diip, and getting some other persons to fill 2 Mar. 1830. 

1658. Is there any tonnage duty paid in America on the re- ^ 
gister?— lliere is: it is smalls but I cannot tell the exact • 
amount. 

1659. Do not American vessels sail with Fewer men than the 

English vessels do ?— 1 think we do. • 

1660. What is the proportion between the crew of an Ameri- 
can vessel and that of a British vessel ? — I should think a British 
vessel of 400 tons would have 6ve to seven more than an Ameri- 
can vessel of 400 tons. 

course, having fewer men, you have more 
English or Dutch ships have ? — Yes. 

1662. Do you accommodate your crew as well as the English 
'vessels do ?-^I think we do better. 

1663u Do you allow them the same space? — I think we do. 

Perhaps the Company’s ships have better, because they have 
the accommodations of men-of-war ; but 1 believe ours are fully 
as comfortable as the fr^-traders, and 1 am sure that we feed 
them much better. 

1664. Have not the Company's ships much better accommo- 
dation and more room ?— They have. 

1665. What was your freight out and home I had no freight 
on my own ship ; the cargo belonged solely to the owner of the 
cargo and myself. 

1666. What would the freight be ? — The last year I was there, 

I shipped teas at 30 dollars per ton tg America from China, in 
an American ship, allowing ten quarter- boxes to a ton, which 
measures about forty-one feet ; but it is customary to take teu 
quarter-boxes. 

1667. Are you of opinion that you can still import teas into 
Holland, notwithstanding the higlier duties now paid in the ports 
in Holland ? — 1 think we can compete with the Dutch yet. 

1668. Do the Americans now carry oh the trade of tea to 
Holland as much as formerly ? — Not so much. 

1G69. Can you state any reason why tliey do not is 
owing to the Compahy of Dutch merchants, the Dutch Trading 
Company, sending a number of ships to China. 

1670 Have their transactions been attended w^ith loss or 
gain ? - I believe they have been attended with considerable loss. 

1671. Do you consider the tea that you get in this country 
equal to what you get in America? — I do not think it is so 
strong, the tea that 1 have been able to get here for my own use. 

1672. Docs that apply to the green or to the black teas ? — 

To the black teas. 

1673. To what do you ascribe this difference ?— I should think 

2 c 
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the tea I generally purchase here, reuil, is old tea that has lost 
a great part of its flavour and strength. 

1674. What price have you paid here for good souchong tea, 
retail ? — Five shillings and sixpence. 

1675. What would you pay for similar tea in America?— Two 
shillings, or 50 cents. 

1676. Can you^cll how much of that 2j. is duty? — On the 
black tea, souchong, it is 25 cents, which is about 12^e/. : it is, 
in fact. Is. 0^. out of 2s. 

1677. Can you state the proportion the duties bear to the 
price of tea in other descriptions of tea ? — The duty on gun- 
powder and imperial is 50 cents ; on young hyson, 40 cents ; 40 
parts of the Spanish dollar out of 100 parts ; on hyson-skin it is 
28; on Congo and all black teas, bohea excepted, it is 25 ; on 
bohea it is 12. 


1678. Can you give the per-centage of the duties in America 
upon the teas generally ? — It is not put upon a per-centage, it is 
so much per pound. 

1679. With reference to the average prices, how much would 
it be ? — The duties are about equal to the cost at Canton. 

1680. Is not it 45 per cent, in America upon the average ? — 
The price of tea in America varies, but the duty is permanent. 

1681. Do you know how many American houses of business 
there are residing at Canton ?— There are seven or eight. 

1682. Have they several partners, generally speaking? — 
There are in some of the houses three or four partners, in others 
only one person. 

1683. Have there bee';i any failures among those houses in 
your recollection ?— Th^re is the house of Thompson, who was 
the BOD of Mr. Thompson (I cannot say the house of Thompson 
in Canton failed) that failed in the United States, oaing, ^ 
believe, to some smuggling transactions. 

1684. Is there any other failure that has occurred within your 
knowledge ? — 1 know of no American that has failed in Canton. 

1665. Are the Boston merchants trading with China generally 
considered very wealthy persons ? — They aie. 

1686. Are you acquainted with Colonel Perkins ?— I am. 

1687. Is not he one of the principal merchants in Boston ? 
— He is the principal. Theodore Lyman has been one of the 
greatest traders. 

1688. In general, among the wealthy merchants in Boston, 
are not the wealthiest among those connected with the trade to 
China?— They are. 

1689. Do they continue to have the same reputation for 
wealth that they used to have? — The Boston merchants do : 
there have been several of the New York merchants connected 
with the China trade who have failed. 
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1690. 'When at Canton, did you understand that the Anieri- 2 Mar. 1830.. 
cans received any protection from the East-India Company’s 

Factoiyr ?— I never understood tliat they received any protection, 

1691. Supposing that Factory were withdrawn, do you think 
that the situation of the Americans would be worse or ' better 
than it is at present ? — I think it would be quite as well : 1 
cannot say that it would be worse or better, d>ut it would make 
DO difference. 

1692. Is the American trade popular with the Chinese ? — I 
believe it is. 

1693. Is it as much so as that of the East-India Company ?— 

1 believe that the reason why the Chinese favour the American 
trade is on account of the great quantity of specie that is 
brought there : the Company have imported large quantities of 
goods. 1 suppose the only preference would be, which trade 
they found most beneficial to themselves. 

1694. Do you know any thing respecting the British manu- 
factures taken from this country by the Americans? — Nothing; 

I have frequently seen the goods there, but had nothing to do 
with them. ^ 

1695. Do you know whether those goods generally pay duties, 
or whether they are smuggled Into China? — I believe they 
generally pay duty ; except, in some cases, officers going might 
smuggle a small investment : but tlie respectable merchants, I 
think, would not have any thing to do with smuggling. 

1696. The respectable merchants, cither British or American ? 

— Either. 

1697. Were you ever engaged in the fur trade ?— Never, 
otherwise than carrying a few casks oi^freight. 

1698. Do you know whether the animals from which JLheJurs 
•arc got have considerably diminished in quantity ? — The sea 
otter has, considerably ; the land furs perhaps not much. 

1699. Do you know of the arrival of any ships in China 
bringing furs from the north-west coast of America ? — The 
person that owned my ship had a ship which arrived in Canton 
while I was there with furs. 

1700. At the present moment, is a smaller quantity of furs 
than heretofore brought into the market of Canton ? — A smaller 
quantity of the sea otter ; perhaps of the other furs there are 
as many. 

1701. Do you know whether furs, and warm clothing of that 
description, is in much request in China ? — It is. All the Chi- 
nese that can afford it, generally wear woollens or camlets lineil 
with furs, in the neighbourhood of Canton. 

1702 During the whole year, or a part of the year? — Dur- 
ing a part of the year; during the cold season, from March to 
April. 
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2 Mar. 1830. . 1703. Is there a good deal of cold at that period? — There 

is ; 1 have seen it freeze in the Canton river at night. 

^ 1704. What is the latitude ? — Between 22 and 23 degrees. 

1705. Are you aware whether the American ships coming to 
• Canton are occasionally in the habit of running across to the 
Philippines, and bringing back rice to China ? — It is frequently 
the case. t 

. 1706. Do they derive any advantage from it? — They save 
what is called in China the cumshaw measurement, which is the 
ship duty. 

1707. What does that mean ? — ^It is a present ; it is levied on 
the ship ; it is a tonnage duty. 

1708. What is the amount of it ? — On my vessel it is ave* 
raged from 4,500 to 4,800 dollars. 

1709. In fact, do the Chinese favour the admission of raw 
produce from other countries ? — Of rice in particular. 

1710. Is not that part of the port charges which is called the 
cumshaw the same for every ship ? — I believe it is. 

1711. Do you recollect the amount of it: is it 1,900 tales? 
— It is somewhere not far from that. 

1712. Is not that part of the duly calculated according to 
the distance between the foremost part of the mizenmast and 
the aftermost part of the foremast? — Between the centre of the 
mizenmast and the centre of the foremast in length, and the 
breadth from the middle of the mainmast to the side of the 
ship, half the breadth ; a vessel with two masts is measured from 
tlie end of the tiller to the foremast. 

1713. What is the rate^^of freight between Boston and Can- 
ton? — The usual rate, whftre a vessel has been taken up. has been 
heretofa^'C about 40 dollars a ton measurement for the voyage 
out and home. A ship-owner will carry out specie, and take' 
home the goods at 40 dollars a ton measurement ; or on nan- 
keens 9 per cent, on the ship : on silk goods, per cent. 

1714. Does that cover all the charges ? — That covers all 
the charges ; because we buy the goods free of expense, deli- 
verable on board. 

1715 ^ Does that cover the port charges in Canton ?— They 
are paid by tlie shipper out of that, except some small charge 
for Factory hire. 

1716. Is tlie insurance included in that? — The insurance is 
not included. 

1717. What is the rate of commission paid on the purchase 
of teas ? — Two to 2^ per cent, upon the invoice price. 

1718. To whom is it paid? — Td the supercargoes or mer- 
chants there. Some do the business at 2, and some at 2J 
per cent. 

1719. Do you know what the rate paid by the British there 
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is ? — I do not. 1 have understood that the British merchants 2 Mar. isso. 
residing there did the country business ar 5 per cent. ’ 

1720. Supposing a ship brings a cargo into Canton, and loads ^**'^^* 

with tea in return, would there be a commission both ways ?— 

There would on the sales and purchases. 

1721. What would be the amount of that commission ? — A 
person having the consignment of goods oqjt and home would' 
probably do it at four per cent. ; but live per cent., that is, 2] 
per cent, each way, is the highest commission. 

1722. Is the commission included .in the 40 dollars paid for 
the freight ? — I am not sure whether it is or not, because 1 
never took any freight in my own ship either out or home ; but 
1 believe the 40 dollars covers it. 

1723. Have you any English seamen in your ship’s company 
at Canton ? - 1 generally have one or two, or three amongst the 
company. 

1724. Have you found that they conducted themselves as 
well as the Americans ? — 1 cannot say that I have ever seen any 
difference. 

1725. How soon did y^u arrive at Canton after the execution 
of an Italian sailor on board an American ship ?— From five to 
eight months. 

1726. Do you know any thing of the nature of the transac- 
tion ? — I fre(]uently heard it stated, and had it from the super- 
cargo of that ship, meeting him on that voyage down at Angier. 

1 727. What was the name of the ship ? — The Emily of Bal- 
timore. 

1728. Can you state any thing the circumstance of that 
transaction ? — I understood that the woman that was killed or 
drowned was in a boat under the ship's bows, and st^nething 

•passing between the sailor and the woman, he took an carthern 
jar and threw it at her, and struck the woman on the side of the 
head, consequently she fell overboard, and when she was taken 
up she was dead. At the time it might have been settled for a 
trifling amount of 100 or 200 dollars, but after getting to the 
cars of the Mandarins they demanded life for life. It was 
thought by the Americans there that the sailor did not intend 
to kill the woman : wdiether it was clone in sport or in anger 
they could not tell, but they agreed that the man should not 
be given up ; consequently, for some time the American trade 
was stopped, and the Mandarins persisted in demanding the 
man. 

1729. How long was it stopped ? — I cannot tell the exact 
period, but for some number of days. 

1730. Was it ever proved that the man struck the woman ? — 

I believe that it is not doubted. I had it from the supercargo 
of the ship, that tUc jug that he threw at her struck the woman ; 
but the matter was never properly investigated. 



198 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS; 

2 Mar. 1830. 1731. Supposing a woman to liave been killed by an Ameri* 

can seaman in the port of London, would not that American 
apt, A. cojfin. have been tried according to the laws of this country? 

— No doubt of it. 

1732. And it is presumed the same would happen in America, 
and every part of the civilized world ?— >No doubt. 

1733. Do you know whether the man was tortured or not ? 
— I believe he was not : be was very shortly put to death after 
arriving. They got him by stratagem out of the ship. 

1734. It has been stated that the American consul resigned 
his appointment in consequence of this affair. Do you know 
whether tllat was the case or not ?— I never heard that that was 
the case. Mr. Wilcox was consul at the time, and he was 
consul after 1 arrived there ; but being a man of considerable 
business there, the consulship was rather n plague to him, as 
lie never took any fees for depositing ship papers, and certi- 
fying the landing certificates and invoices shipped from there : 
but 1 never heard that he gave up on account of this transac- 
tion. 

1735. When did he resign his office? — I should think it was 
full a year afterwards. 

1736. Does he reside there now as consul? — He docs not; 
he is now in Philadelphia. 

1737. Is there any American consul there now ? — 1 am not 
sure whether we have one or not. 

1738. What are the duties of the American consul?— We 
are obliged by the American law to deposit our ship papers 
with him, within forty-eight hours of our arrival. When goods 
are carried out that we a debenture on, he signs the land- 
ing certificate ; it is sworn to before him by the master of tlie 
ship, and by that means we recover tlie debenture in America) 
and also when piece-goods are shipped from Canton which pay 
an ad valorem duty, the invoice is sworn to before him that it 
is a fair invoice ; on manufactured goods, the duty is paid by 
a per-centage on the cpst. 

1739. And that is sworn before the consul at the port of ex- 
port ? — It is. 

1740. Does he exercise any control over 4he American sea- 
men ? — Not any. 

1741. If any complaint was made against any of the Ameri- 
can seamen by the Chinese authorities, would they apply to the 
consul ? — They would not ; they would apply to the security 
merchant. 

1742. Is the consul recognized by the Chinese authorities 
at all ? — I never heard that he was. 

1713. Arc any of the other consuls recognized? — I believe 
none of them are recognized by the Chines^ authorities. 
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1744. Does the Chinese government recognize the existence 2 Mar. 1830 . 

of tlie Company's Factory ? — I believe not; it is like the other 

trade. " Capt. A. CoJJin* 

1745. Do you understand that Uie number of American ships 
trading to Canton has latterly decreased ? — It has. 

1746. What is the reason of tliat? — Owing to the Dutch 
putting a number of ships in the trade ; theri have been some 
of the German ships of late put in under the Austrian flag, from 
Hamburgh and Bremen : and also owing to the English im- 
porting teas into Canada ; heretofore, .1 believe, Canada was 
principally supplied with teas from America. 

1747. Do you apprehend that the ill success of voyages to 
Canton has been the cause of any part of that decrease ? — 1 do 
not think the trade for the last three or four years has been so 
lucrative as it was heretofore. 

1748. Are you not of opinion that, supposing that trade were 
conducted upon proper principles, and confined within reasona- 
ble limits, the trade would be conducted profitably now as it 
was heretofore ? — I do not know why it should not. Since the 
general peace, commercial trade throughout the world has been 
less lucrative of late yearsf 

1749. Have other branches of trade from the United States 
decreased in the same proportion as the trade between the 
United States and China ? — The East-lndia trade has decreased 
to other places fully as much as it has to China and Brazil. 

1750. From the United States to Europe and other parts of 
the world, is the trade less now than it was some 3'ears ago ? — 

I think not to Europe : the European and West-lndia trade is 
carried on as much as ever it was. * 

1751. And to as much advantage? — 1 think not. ^ 

# 1752. Taking the trade generally in the United States, is 
not the profit now realized by the merchants less than it was 
some years ago ? — I should think considerably less. 

1753. Is there considerable competition in carrying on the 
foreign trade in America? — ^There is. 

1754. Can you state the quantity of tea that used to be 
furnished by the Americans to Canada ? — I cannot state pre- 
cisely ; I should think it was about three or four ships’ cargoes 
of 400 tons. 

1755. Was not a great quantity carried in by the smuggling 
trade ?— It was not allowed in any other way. 

1756. Tlierefore it is difficult to estimate the amount of it ? — 

It is. 

1757. What port charges did you pay in China ?— Including 
Factory expenses and the ship’s expenses, between 7,000 and 
8,000 dollars usually on my ship; that is, including the cumi^haw, 
and the piloting, and* the victualling of tlie ship. 
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—— unload and depart from Canton river in fifteen days ; what was 
CaiH. A- Oiffin. longest time you have ever emplo^red in doing that? — Three 
* ^vlDiitbs'and a half, one voyage ; I arrived there just before the 
•.great fire took place. 

* '•,,1^759. If that fire had not taken place, how long should you 
have been ? — Probably five or six weeks. The average is about 
five or six weeks with the Boston ships and the New York 
ships ; but the Philadelphia ships usually stay longer ; they 
generally wait till their silk goods are manufactured : they have 
a great many shippers, and frequently will send two or three 
supercargoes. A person putting in 100,000 dollars sends a 
person to manage the business, and ano^r person sends 
another : there are a great number of shareno'fders, and their 
trade is difterent, so that there is generally some delay caused 
byit. 

17G0. Do the Philadelphia ships export more silk manufac- 
tured goods from Canton than the Boston ships? — I think 
they do. 

1761. You stated that the American, China, and India trade 
has been a losing trade for some years ; will not the loss of the 

Canadian trade and the Dutch trade account for that? I 

should think it would in a great measure. 

1762. Those two branches having been a great outlet for the 
American trade ? — I think so. 

1763. Have you traded with Calcutta ?-«>I have. 

1764. Can you state what the port charges there would 
amount to, including all Jie items you take into your calcula- 
tion in the port charges at Canton? — It would depend upon the 
length ’of time that the vessel laid in Calcutta: I lay off about 
three months in Calcutta, The port charges altogether, with a 
vessel of about the same size, would be between 5,000 and 
6,000 dollars, including factory rent and expenses. 

1763. Do you conceive that there is any advantage in carry- 
ing on the China trade with large sliips of 1 20o ions burden ? 
—I could not say. The Americans began to build some large 
ships, as large as 900 tons, but they are out of the trade now ; 
whether they found them answer I cannot ^ay. There was one 
called the Washington, of 900 tons, which made tw^o voyages to 
China, and tlieii she was put out of the trade. 

1766. From what port did she sail ? — From New York. 

1767. Did she engage in any other trade ? — She did. The last 
that 1 heard of her was in the Liverpool trade, carrying cotton. 

1768. What do }ou consider to be the average size? From 

400 to 600 tons. 

1769. From your experience in that trade, should you say 
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that a ship from' 400 to 600 tons harden was the best size ?— I s Mar. 1030. 
should think they were as good as any size. — ^ 

1770. Is the revenue derived by the United States..{rom the 

duties on tea large? — It is considerable ; I think nbduf^'twif 
millions of dollars. • . 

1771. Do you know whether it is one of the largest itensr’pf*.** 
duty ? — I believe it is the largest of all our A^e. 

1772. Is there a drawback upon re-exportation ? — There is. 

1773. Do you include the amount of the drawback? — No, 
that is what is actually paid, the net duty. 

1774. Is the revenue derived to the United States from tea 
increasing or not ? — I should think it had fallen off since the 
Canada trade t^ecausc the duty on the tea that went into 
Canada was paid in the United States. 

1775. Do you think there is at present any smuggling of tea 
into Canada &om the United States?— I should think there was 
not much. 

1776. Should you say that the revenue derived by the United 
States from tea is likely to continue increasing or to fall off? — 

If the same tariff continties, I should think it would increase, 
as the use of tea increases as the number of inhabitants in- 
creases. 

1777. Do you understand whether there is any difficulty in 
the collection of the tea revenue in the United States I never 
heard of any difficulty. 

1778. Have you ever heard of any smuggling of tea? — I 

have ; one case particularly, by a person of the name of Thomp- 
son. • 

1779. Is the smuggling of tea carrfed on extensively in the 

United States? — 1 believe not. • • 

* 1780. Are you aware that the duty on congo tea has been 
much larger in proportion than the duty on any other tea im- 
ported? — It has been larger, taking into consideration the cost 
of the article. 

1781. Has not its consumption in the United States decreased 
much in consequence of the increased duty? — I cannot say 
that the consumption has decreased on that account. 1 think 
that the consumption of different kinds of hyson tea has in- 
creased ; it perhaps may be from the fancy of the people drink- 
ing it. 

1782. Can you state to what ports of the United States the 
importation of tea is now open ? — To every port where there is 
a custom-house. 

1783 Can you state any circumstances connected with an 
American ship freighted by British merchants from Buenos 
Ayres to Canton ? — I recollect one ship, a ship called the Parnther, 

Captain Bowers, which was taken up at Buenos Ayres, vient to 

2 D 
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2 Mar.. 1830*. Canton for a voyage; she made two voyages ; one year in par- 
T— ’ ticular, I lay next to her, and was very intimate with the captain 
Capt. A, Cojfin. gjjjp United States with a cargo 

. of flour and some specie on boards to land her flour at Buenos 
Ayres and to proceed on to Canton. There was, 1 believe, an 
English merchant and some Spanish house there that wanted to 
take up u ship to to Canton, and they found they could not 
send an English ship there, and consequently they took up this 
American ship, and paid her a very large charter. 

1784. Do you know what? — I think it was 28,000 dollars for 
the voyage, and the owners of the ship paid tlie factory expenses 
in Canton. . 

1785. What was the size of the ship ?— .Something less than 
400 tons. 

1786. Were not the freights paid upon that ship particularly 
high ? — They were considered very high. 

1787. Do the American ships go to Whampoa?— They do. 

1788. Do they invariably go there?— Not invariably; some 
of the ships stop at Linten and put their specie on board of 
another ship that is going up, and go qycr to Manilla for rice or 
some other cargo, and return while the cargo is getting ready. 

1789. Is not the course of trade, in such cases where there 
are cargoes on board, to make arrangements with the Hong 
merchants for the purchase of them ? — 1 never heard of it. I 
believe that the goods have to go up to Whampoa before they 
can sell them; except the article of opium, which is not allowed. 

1790. Is not the practice of the American ships to discharge 
part of their cargoes beforp they go to Whampoa ? — No. 

1791. Do they break bulk ?— Generally not. 

Are there exceptions ? — There are some exceptions. 

1793. How does the cargo so discharged find its way into 
China ?— By the agency of the American merchants there. 

1794. Not of the Hong merchants? — I think not. 

1795. Arc not you aware that there is a considerable amount 
of contraband trade carried on through the means stated in the 
previous question ? — In the trade of opium there is considerable. 

1796. The question refers to other articles besides opium ?— 
I know tliere is some, but 1 cannot tell the amount. 

1797. You are aware that a considerable number of ships 
proceed from ports in Great Britain to China laden with British 
goods ; how are they disposed of? — They are generally sold to 
the Hong merchants and other merchants. 

1798. Are they discharged in the river below 'Whampoa?— I 
believe they are generally discharged at Whampoa. 1 cannot 
say that it is universally the case. 

1799. Is it not within your knowledge thSit all private resident 
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agents are connected with the illicit trade in China ? "I *think 2 Mar. 1830. 
they are not. I think Mr. Cushion is not, and some blher mer- — — * 

chants. 1 never myself had any thing to the amount of- '£1 00 Cojjnu 

smuggling on board of my ship, or any illicit trade. 

1800. Do you not believe that the smuggling trade is carried 
on to a great extent from ships bearing the American flag goings 
to China ? — Excepting in opium, I do not tlXnk it is to much 
extent. 

1801. If you agreed to receive goods on freight in your vessel 
of 397 tons, for how many tons could you obtain payment? — 

About 600 tons. 

1802. What would be the result in a Dutch vessel of 397 tons ? 

— They carry about as much as our ships. 

1803. In an English ship what would it be? — I should think 
the English ships generally carry better. 

1804. In what proportion ? — Perhaps something like ten per 
cent. 

1805. You are speaking of English merchant vessels, and not 
of the Company’s vessels? — Not the Company’s vessels. 

1806. Do you considdt your property as secure in your vessel, 
navigated by eighteen men, as in a Dutch vessel navigated by 
twenty-seven men ? — Much mbre so. 

1807. From whence does that arise ?— -I think wc have smarter 
seamen. 

1808. And should you say the same in reference to an English 

vessel navigated by twenty-two men ? — I think we are equally 
safe. 1 think the price of the premiums would answer that 
question better than any thing else# There are no ships that 
sail that arc insured so cheap as the American, particularly to 
the East-Indies and China. • • 

* 1809. What reason have you for believing that a vessel would 

be as secure navigated by eighteen Americans as by twenty-two 
English ? — If an American ship-master is known to get intoxi- 
cated they will not insure his vessel ; consequently, he must be 
a respectable man, and he frequently has*the management of the 
business ; but I believe in most other ships you find there is 
not so much attention paid to the capability of the master and 
officers. * 

1810. Do you know the rate of insurance in London as well 
as in America? — I do not. 

1811. You have stated the prices of the se\ eral denominations 
of teas in China ; are you not aware that there are many grada- 
tions of character in all the denominations of teas, such as congo 
and bohea, and other sorts ? — There is quite a difference. 

1812. To what quality do the prices you have given apply ; 
to the best or the .lowest quality ? — To about the middling 
quality ; not to the meanest or the best. 
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2 Mar. 1830. 1813. You have stated, that in your purchases of teas you 

‘ — have seen the Company’s mark covered over, and that you have 
Cdpt, A.Coffn. bought those teas ? — llmse teas have been shipped in American 
vessels which had been termed by the Hong merchants Com* 
pany's teas. 

1814. Are you aware tliat the Company’s teas undergo a 
very strict inspection ? — I believe they do : I am not particu- 
larly acquainted with the manner of that inspection. 

1815. What must you then have inferred from the Company’s 
mark being on the teas ; should you not infer that they were 
rejected teas ? — I do not think they were : I think it was that 
the Hong* merchant, wanting some ready money, found the 
easiest way to realize it was to sell the teas to the Americans. 

1816. Arc you able to state whether the Company pay 
ready money or not ?— I believe they generally pay a part in 
merchandize. 

1817. Are chests that have the Company’s mark upon them 
preferred by you to those that have no such mark ? — Not ex- 
cept the tea is actuall}^ better. The Company’s tea, I believe, 
is generally considered better, or it bears rather a higher price 
than the other teas. 

1818. Are you a judge of the article of tea yourself ?— I can- 
not say that 1 am a judge of it ; but so much so, that 1 have 
been trusted with the buying of two cargoes. 

1819. When you say the Company’s teas are supposed to be 
better, do you apply that to all kinds of teas ?— Not to the 
green teas ; 1 had reference to the black teas, the souchongs 
and congos. 

1820. What was the tpsult of your adventure, that you gave 
an account of, to Amsterdam ? — The two first voyages, in 
1822 and 1823, w'ere profitable : the other merely gave the 
ship a freight; Uiere was no loss on it. 

1821. Can you state how much was the per-centage of profit 
upon the two voyages ? — I cannot tell ; perhaps something like 
20 per cent, upon the whole investment. 

1822. Has there been any continuance of that trade ? — I 
have not been in that trade since. 

1823. Why did you not continue in that trade — It was 
found not so profitable, and we entered into a trade with other 
parts of India. 

1824. Can you state whether any other ships sailed about 
the time you speak of? — There were several, but I cannot give 
the result of the voyages. 

1825. Who was the owner of your ship ? — Theodore Lyman, 
of Boston. 

1826. What was your last voyage ? — To Siam. 

1827. Is the tea you purchased for the Dutch market, in 
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general equal or superior to what you purchased for the Ameri- 2 Mar. 1830. 

can ? — We generally endeavour to get better tea for the' Dutch 

market than for^the American market : tea that is selected for ^ 
the Dutch market. 

1828. Is it better or worse than that usually selected hy the 

Company for the English market? — I should think it is nearly 
the same quality. ^ 

1829. What was the proportion of tea to the other articles 
in the return cargo ? — About three-quarters of the amount of 
the whole invoice has generally been teas. 

1830. And how much in bulk? - Nine-tenths of the bulk. 

1831. Had you not some other articles besides tfea? • Yes, 
manufactured silks, nankeens, cassia. 

1832. If a ship were laden with tea entirely, would not a 
large ship of 1200 tons be preferable to stow tea-chests only ? — 

Generally a ship, as she increases in size, will stow more 
according to her tonnage than a small vessel. 

1833. How many pounds of tea do you calculate a ton to 
carry ?— I should think between 700 and 800 ; but the chostsv 
are all about an equal siz^, and we count ten chests to measure 
a ton. It does not vary much from forty cubic feet. 

1834. Are not the duties at Canton much larger in proportion 
upon small vessels than upon large ? — They are ; and, I believe, 
they are the same on all: they are classed in three different 
classes, the first, second, and third class. 

1835. Are you or not of opinion that a ship of 500 or 609 
tons burthen, with reference to the bars and shoals in the river 
of Canton, and approaching the river, is much better adapted 
to the trade than a ship of 1200 iSnSy which draws so much 
more water ? — There is little or no rlsK till she gets to the bars 
,in the river: then there are two bars, which the CoiTIpafiy’s 
ships generally go below before they load entirely ; they take in 
pan of their cargo at Whampoa, and then proceed dow’n the 
river to the second bar to load. 

1836. Are not ships of 600 tons able, to go up to Whampoa 
and take ih the whole of their cargo there ? — A ship of 600 or 
800 tons might do it. 

1837. Were you at Canton in the year 1821 ? — I was not. 

1838. Did you go in 1822 ? — I did. 

1839. Did you hear whether, in consequence of the event 
you have mentioned of a woman being killed by an Italian sailor, 
the Americans were not treated exactly the same as they 
had been before ? — 1 have not heard that it has injured the 
character of the Americans. 

1840. Is the American flag hoisted at the consul’s house at 
Canton? — ! believe not since the fire in 1822, when the flag- 
staff was burnt down. There is a flag-staff that stands* out in 
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2 Mar. 1830. front of the factory, where it is hoisted, but I believe it is not 
^ universally flying : if there is a consul there, it is optional with 
Capt. A. Coffm. whether he will hoist it or not. * 

^ 1841. boes he hoist iti' — I have seen it hoisted, and there 

liave been times when it has not been hoisted; but it is left at 
his own option. 

1842. Have you heard of any mutinies on board the Ameri- 
can ships in the Canton river ? — I have, among the sailors. 

1843. Did you ever hear of any authority interfering for the 
purpose of settling any thing of that kind ? I never knew any 
authority interfere ; it is generally managed among the other 
Americans. 

1844. Had they any communication with the authorities ? — 
They had no communication with the authorities. 1 never 
lieard that the Chinese would interfere in case of any difficulty 
on board a foreign ship. 

1845. Have you never heard that the Company’s Factory 
there have communications with the government? — 1 cannot 
bay whether they have or not 

1846. You know that the Americans have not ? — I believe 
they have not. 

1847. Do you know whether there was a trial of the Italian 
sailor? — I believe there was no trial. The Americans re- 
fused to give him up, and consequently the trade was stopped. 
The Hong merchants wishing that the trade should go on, had 
told the captain and supercargo of the ship that if they would 
give the man up to go to Canton to be examined he should be 
returned again, and the Hong merchants said that the Man- 
darins had promised that chat should be the case ; consequently 
the captain and supcrcafgo allowed the man to go down, and 
in & fe , moments after he landed at Canton he was strangled, 
and they sent word that they could take him away and bury him. 

1848. Had the captain and the supercargo no reason to Sus- 
pect that he would not have a fair trial ? — They had no reason. 
The Hong merchants^ said that they were dec*ei\ed by the 
Mandarins. A few days after that the A nierican trade went 
on as usual. 

1849. Do you suppose that they were not before aware of 
the nature of Chinese justice ; that they did not know that they 
were not perfectly just, like other nations, in their trial of 
prisoners ? — I believe the captain and the supercargo of the ship 
had no doubt but that the man would be returned to the ship 
again after he was examined. 

1850. Is that fact now pretty well known among the Ameri- 
can ship-owners ? — Yes. 

1851. It is presumed that they do not continue in their 
formciMgnorance with regard to the Chinese modes of justice? 
— No, I suspect not. 
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1852. Do you know of the agreeipenls made with respect to 2 Mar. 1830. 

the purchase of teas by Americans being regulated by the^price ’ 

given by the Company ? — I have no knowledge of any, spch * Co^n. 
transactions. ’ 

1853. Do you think that a trade with an assorted cargo'(;ouid[ 
be carried on with any thing like the advantage of a trade* m 
which the outward cargo consists of dollars? — I believe the 
Chinese like dollars better than they do almost any thing else. 

1854. Have not the Americans carried on that trade almost 
entirely since? — Mostly: some of our ships have taken British 
manufactures. 

1855. Have they found themselves the better for it? — I 
cannot say, having myself nothing to do with those transactions. 

Merchants generally keep those things pretty much to them- 
selves, particularly if they are making a profit ; and if they are 
losing, they say little about it. 

1856. Do you know that that trade has been a losing trade ? 

— I do not know whether it has been a losing or a profitable 
trade. I have frequently heard it discussed. 

1857. Can you say, whgn it was discussed, whether it w'as 
said to be a losing or a gaining trade ? — There is a house w hich 
is remaining out there which ha8.received a good many British 
goods from Liverpool. Mr. Dunn is the agent there ; and I 
think they must have made it profitable, because they still con- 
tinue to carry it on. 

1858. In the discussions at which you have been present, 
have not you heard that it was a losing trade ? — Latterly they 
have said that there has been little or nothing gained by it. 

1859. Has there not been someth?i\g lost? — I cannot say 
that there has been much lost in the trade. 

% • 

,1860. Do you not believe that it has been a losing trade ? — 

1 do not think it has, generally speaking. 

1861. Do you know why it has decreased so much? — In the 
article of British manufactures 1 do not think the trade has 
been decreased : to the best of my knowledge, there have been 
as many British manufactures sent out in American ships the 
last three or four years as the three or four years previous. 

1862. Have they been sold.^ — I cannot say, not having been 
there the last three or four years. 

1863. Have you never heard it discussed whether those 
goods did find a market at Canton ? — I know that a consider- 
able quantity has found a market ; whether all that has been 
carried out, 1 cannot say. 

1864. Did you not hear that it was at very low prices?— I 
cannot say whether the person was making a profit or loss: at 
the time I was there it was considered profitable. 

1865. When were you there last? — In 1824. 
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] 866. Since that time have you heard the matter discussed ? 
—No. 

1867. Then you cannot say whether it has been a losing 
trade since that time ? — 1 can say nothing upon that. 

1868. Is there any article of manufacture in the United States 
which is calculated for the India or the China market ?— There 
is the article of Aliite cotton goods. 

1869. Has that been sent out in large quantities? — There 
have been considerable shipments made to China. 

1 870. Did it appear to you that the Chinese government was 
anxious to increase its foreign trade ? — I believe they are aware 
of the advantages of a foreign trade. 

1871. Do you think they would be as desirous as America^ 
or England, or Holland would be, to increase their foreign 
trade? — I should think very likely they would. They seem 
to be aware of the advantages of a foreign trade as well as other 
people. 

1872. Have they any shipping carrying merchandize to 
foreign ports of Europe or America ?— Their shipping carry 
merchandize, but not to Europe or America. 

1873. Do you believe that if the demand for fine teas in- 
creased, the supply could be readily brought up to reach such 
demand ? — I cannot answer that question, having so little know- 
ledge of the way in which the teas are manufactured. 

1871. Do you believe that an additional number of ships 
trading to Canton would lower the profits so much as to render 
the trade a bad one to carry on ?~I should think a considerable 
increase of trade there w^^uld lower the profits. 

1875. Are the American traders to China alarmed lest the 
B»tish trade with China should be thrown open to the public ? 
— I think not. 

1876. Have you been at Sincapore and Siam?— I have. 

1877. Have you found any quantity of Chinese junks there ? 
— At Siam a large quantity. 

1878. What quantity have you ever seen there at one time? 
— I should think eighty. 

1879. Of what size? — Some of them would carry 700 or 800 
tons, and some others perhaps 200 or 300. 

1880. Do those junks carry on an extensive trade with dif- 
ferent parts of China besides Canton? — They are principally 
from other parts ; very few from Canton. 

1881. Do they import teas in any considerable quantities 
into Siam ? — They do. 

1882. What amount of teas do you think at any one time 
you have known to be in Siam, imported by those junks ?— 
That would be a difficult question. 



SELECT C0MMIt?1*EE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. SOD 

* 

1883. Did you find any Chinese tea there?— A large quan- 2 Mar. 1830. 

tity. I should have no difficulty at any time in loading one, 

two, or three ships of the size tliat I had there. . 

1884i. What quality of tea ? — Principally black teas : souchong 
and Congo of very good quality. 

1685. Have you ever bought any tea thera? — Only for my 
ship's use. ^ 

1886. What did you find to be the price of the same quality 
of tea, as compared with that which you purchased at Canton ? 

•—The price was very little increased above what 1 could get the 
same tea for at Canton. 

1887. Do you conceive that tea might be imported into Eng- 
land from Siam, or any of the easternis lands, at a cheaper rate 
than that at which it is now imported from Canton ?— I should 
think not. I should think it would be imported cheaper direct 
from China, unless there was more carried to those places than 
was wanted for the supply. 

1888. Do you think that the communication from Siam to 
the other ports of China besides Canton, by means of junks, 
affords any prospect of a market for British or American goods 
in China?— I believe by the junks there is considerable trade 
carried on to all the ports. 

1889. Do not some of those junks sail for the provinces of 
Kiangnan and Fokien ? — They do. 

1890. Are not those provinces where tea is grown ? — I can- 
not say precisely. 

1891. Have you ever been on hoard of a junk ? — Many. 

1892. Are you aware that every junk (y)ntaiiis a great variety 
of individual merchants, who carry their investment down^and 
after disposing of it return to the port from whence they came ? 

— They do : a junk is cut up into small apartments and let out 
to individual merchants. 

1893. From what ports eastward of Canton on the Chinese 
coast do those junks principally come?— «I do not know the 
names of many of the ports. Chicho is a place of considerable 
trade ; the names of the other places I do not know. 

1894. Have you on hoard of those junks bought or sold any 
article?— No, I have not. 

1895. Then you are not aware how far those individuals are 
shrewd and keen merchants ?— I have traded with the junk 
people on shore, and they are very keen and shrewd in their 
trade. 

1896. What cargoes do those junks usually take back from 
Siam and Sincapore?— They take sugar, horns, hides, ivory, 
and spices ; and from Sincapore they take rattans and pepper : 
whether they take British piece-goods I cannot state. 

2 E 



210 ■ evIDK'.VCE bN EAST.INDLf*AFFAIRS: 

2 Mar. 18»0. 1897 Do you know whether they take any quantity of hides ? 

^ ^ —A considerable quantity of hides. 

Cafi, A. Coffin^ * * ^ 

1898. You have stated that the Con[ipany*8 large ships are 
obliged from their size to go below the second bar in the Canton 
river before they complete their cargo ; are you aware whether 
that incurs a very considerable increased expense in loading the 
cargo? — I beliet^ it does not increase the expense of loading. 

1899. You have stated that you believe opium is the principal 
thing smuggled by the American ships ; when you have been 
there, have you not seen a number of English opium-traders 
lying out^de the river? — I have seen one or two, not a number; 
1 think at one time I saw three English opium vessels lying 
there. 

1900. From what you saw when you were there, do you 
consider there is more opium smuggtea by the Americans than 
by the English ?— 1 think there is more by the English : we 
have generally only one vessel^ and the British have two or 
three. 

1901. You have mentioned an unfortunate occun*ence which 
happened with reference to an Itf^ian at Canton : since you 
knew any thing about Canton, have you ever heard of any simi- 
lar occurrence with any American ship ? -> 1 never have 

1902. Has an^ other occurrence ever taken place to stop the 

trade at Canton ? — Not with the Americans ; 1 believe with the 
English an occurrence did take place of some man-of-war, some 
frigate, killing some men : they wanted the other men sent 
out ; some two or three men that were killed by the British 
frigate. , 

1903. Did that stop the American trade?— It did not stop the 
Aincrican trade, but the Company’s servants left Canton, 1 be- 
lieve, on account of it. 

1904. Is it not the fact that they would not deliver them up, 
and that they succeeded in their opposition to that demand?— 
They did. 

1905. What is the* name of the port in Jiiam to which you 
have referred as being resorted to by the Chinese ? — Bankok. 

1906. What goods do the Chinese junks generally take there 
from China ? — They take teas, and earthenware, and preserves. 

1907. Much tea?— Considerable quantity of goods. 

1908. Were those junks Chinese junks, or Cochin-Chinese 
junks ? - Mostly Chinese. Last year there were no Cochin- 
Chinese, in consequence of difficulties between the Siamese and 
the Cochin-Chinese. 

1909. Has the number of Chinese increased of late years at 
Bankok and Sincapore?— I cannot say whether they have 
or not. 

1910. As you had no supercargo on your second voyage, did 
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you find any difficulty in making your selections of tear? — 
Not any. 

1911. In what way did you proceed to make those flections ? 

—I opened a number of chests of each chop, and by Aavipg a 
parcel of cups, weighed a certain portion, and drew the' tea by 
putting boiling water on it. One method of trying the 'quality 
of tea is by rubbing it in the hand. / 

1912. You do not think any difficulty would be found by any 
person conversant with the trade in m^ing those selections ? — 
Not more than other articles of trade. 

191.S. When you spoke of tea being brought cheaper direct 
from Canton to England, than if it came through the circuitous 
channel of Smeapore did you at that time contemplate the 
prices at which it is sold by the East-India Company, or the 
prices at which it would be brought by other traders ? — I looked 
at the prices now paid by the East-lndia Company. 

1914 Have you never heard that the Americans applied to 
the Company’s Factory to aid them in their intercourse with the 
Chinese authorities ? - Not to my knowledge. They may have 
done so, but I never heard of it. 

1915. Have you made iny computation of the amount per 
pound of the freignt of tea in your vessels ?— 1 have not. I 
should think about four or five cents would be a fair freight per 
pound ; that is about 2^. 

1916. You said that your cai^oes to America were principally 
black tea ; have you found the importation of black tea the most 
profitable? — Not for the American market; but the black teas 
were selected for the Dutch market. 

1917. When you spoke of the rate 6f insurance being lower 
on American vessels than on British, did*you mean the insurance 
in America? — 1 meant in America only. I presume it woald 
not be less in England. 

1918. You were understood to say, that that insurance would 
depend upon a knowledge of tlie character of the person that 
should have the command of the vessel?— ^Considerably. 

1919. And, of course, that knowledge could be better ob- 
tained as respecting an American, than as respecting any 
foreigner in America ? — Certainly. 


JoviSi 4 ° dieMartii 1830 . 

Mr. JOHN AKEN called in, and examined. 

1920. You reside at Wapping ? — I do. 

1921. You wTre formerly master of the Investigator, a dis- 
covery ship ? — I was. 

1922. After that did you command a ship trading between 
India and China? — I did. 


nil 

2 Mar. 1^30. 
Capt, A. C<^n. 


4 Mar. 1830. 
Mr J, Aken, 
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1830. . . 1923. What was the name of that ship?— The Exmouth. ‘ 

"L. 1924. How many voyages did you perform in the Exmouth 

between India and China ? — Two. 

1925. In what years? — In 1817, 1818, and 1819. 

1926. What did your cargo consist of to China ? — Principally 
cotton ; there were aiso opium, and putchick, a species of dye, 
I think, for the nmikeen. 

1927. Is it a vegetable or a mineral dye ?— Vegetable. 

1928 Doyou know whether that dye is used any where but 
in Ciiina ? — 1 cannot say. The other articles were steel, nut- 
megs, cloves, rattans, and saltpetre. 

1929. What was the sort of steel that you toolj^P — It is gene- 
rally tlie cast steel ; it is sometimes blistered steel : we took both 
kinds of steel. 

1930. Was it in the manufactured articles? — No, in small 
bars. 

1931. Was that steel the produce of India ?— No, imported 
into Calcutta from England. 

1932. Through whom did you generally transact your busi- 
ness at Canton ? — The Hong merchants. 

1933. Did 3 'ou ever find any difficulty in trading with the out- 
side merchants ? — Not the least. 

1934. You have often traded wdth them? — ^With both. 

1935. In what way do you select the Hong merchant with 
whom you shall trade? — ^We generally, on our arrival, agree 
with those that will give us the most for our cargo, and the 
person that takes the cargo is the person that becomes security 
to the government. * 

1936. Did you give him any advantage in your dealing to 

induct him to become the security merchant? — Nothing. , 

1937. Do you pay him any fee? — None. 

1938. Doyou find that some of the merchants are always 
willing to become security for the ships arriving there upon those 
terms? — Always. 

1939. What was the size of the Exmouth ? - 695 Calcutta 
tons ; in English measurement she was 726. 

1940. What is the reason for the diffcrenfce between the Cal- 
cutta and the English measurement ?— I cannot say that : it is 
some little diilerence in taking the length of the keel. 

1941. In what way do the Chinese measure the vessels? — 
The Chinese measure the vessels from the centre of the mizen- 
mast to the centre of the foremast, and they take the extreme 
breadth close behind the mainmast, and multiply them together, 
and divide the product by ten to give the measurement. 

1942. Are all the charges excepting the cumshaw paid upon 
a ship in the port of Canton, proportioned to the size of the 
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ship ?^I think they are; there may be some little differencoi 4 Mar. 1830. 
but it must be merely casual expenses. ^ 

1943. Will you state what the cumshaw is ?— The cumshaw 
is a present. 

1944. What does it amount to ? — 1,950 dollars. 

1945. Is that the same upon all ships? — I^ts. 

1946. Do you know when that cuiishaw originated ?— -In 1704. 

1947. Do you know at whose instigation it originated? — I 
have often heard it said, both in China and in India, that the 
supercargoes gave this to the superior Mandarins, to induce them 
to show them favour, which they supposed they had some profit 
by: it has q)ntinued, and now it has become the* law there ; 
they demand it from all ships. 

1948. Do you know whether that present is paid to the 
government or paid to the individual Mandarins ? — I think it is 
principally amongst the Mandarins : but there is a part of it 
goes to government, and then it is divided amongst the different 
Mandarins. All the officers in China are called Mandarins. 

1949. Are there not other duties paid there for the compra- 
dore ? — The compradors^ has his fees ; his fees are generally 300 
or 400 dollars; but there Is a sum paid to the compradore, for 
different duties, which I am not acquainted with. The com- 
pradore’s altogether generally amounts to nearly 2,000 dollars. 

1950. Does that sum of 2,000 dollars form a part of the port 
charges at Canton ?— It does. 

1951. What was the whole amount of the expenses of the 
Exmouth at Canton on each voyage ? — About 9,000 dollars. 

1952. In what year was that.^ — That was in 1818 and 1819. 

1953. To whom were the goods thdt you took out to Canton 

sold ? — I sold them to the Hong merchants. » » 

1954. Was any charge made for commission by the Hong 
merchants ?— Not any. 

1 955. Do the outside merchants charge any commission upon 
sales and purchases ? — None at all. 

1956. Have you ever consigned any part of your cargo to 
resident English or other foreign merchants ?— Yes ; to the 
American consul.. 

1957. Can you state the amount of his charges on that con- 
signment ? — Three and a half per cent, on the sale price at 
Canton. 

1958. What was the charge of the American consul for nego- 
ciating bills ? — One per cent. 

1959. What was his charge upon goods purchased? — Two 
and a half per cent, upon the invoice price. 

1960. Do you consider the charges on shipping at Canton to 
be high or otherwise ? — I think they are very moderate, con- 
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4 Mar. 18S0. lidftfing that there is no more paid for a rich cargo than for a 
vessel arriving in ballast. It Is act. matter what cargo you take 
Sir. Ahtn. I iiiere, the same duties are paid ; if you take a very rich cargo, 
the duties come to very little indeed. 

1961. The port charges, then, do not vaiy in proportion to 
the value of the cargo, but only to the admeasurement of the 
ship ? — That is all.\ 

1962. Is there or not a facility in transacting business in the 
port of Canton ? - Great facility. 

1963. Do you conceive there is as great facility in transacting 
business in the port of Canton as in any other port with which 
you are acquainted ?— 1 think more. 

1964<. As much as there is in India ? — A great deal more. 

1965. Is there as much facility in transacting business in 
Canton as in ports in England ?— Yes, and a great deal more. 

1966. Why is it that you should say there is more facility? — 
You have nothing to do but with one man, and when you once 
get your bargain made you have no trouble whatever. 

1967. Are the cargoes of ships easily discharged ?— Very 
easily. We do not lie very near to Cannon ; we are about eight 
miles from Canton, at a place called Whampoa. 

1968. Then they are discharged by means of lighters? — They 
are. 

1969. And loaded in the same way? — Yes. 

1970. Do you conceive that the Hong merchants are liberal 
in their dealings or otherwise ? — Very liberal. 

1971. Should you place conhdence in their honesty and 
honour? — I have every reCiSdh to believe they are honest in 
every respect. 

1972rDo you find them cautious in making their bargains?.— ^ 
Very cautious. 

1973. Did they adhere to those contracts which they entered 
into ?— Yes ; 1 scarcely ever knew of any person ever suffering 
by them at all. 

1974. What should you say, in that respect, with regard to 
the outside merchants ?— The outside merchants are people that 
you can scarcely ever tell what character t^ey are of, unless 
you have dealt with them once or twice ; if you deal with a 
stranger you may be minus, and it often requires caution. 

1975. It is presumed that the outside merchants, like other 
merchants, contain an admixture of good and bad ?— No doubt. 

1976. And some of them are very respectable ? — They are. 

1977. Would you as soon deal with an outside merchant as 
you would with a Hong merchant ?— No, I would not. 

1978. Supposing you had dealings with an outside merchant, 
and found him to be a man of respectability, you would then 
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have no difficulty in dealing with him ? — Not the least ; fhdm 4 Maf. ism 
are many of them that I hav^ dealt with, that I would .as Mon- — ^ 

deal with as any persons. * * , . • Jfr. 

1979. Do you consider the navigation to Canton easy ?— Very 
easy* 

1980. Have you ever had any unpleasant occurrence with 

your crew when at Canton ?— Not any. * 

1981. What was the description of your crew?— Lascars, and 
some Europeans. 

1982. Of what nation? — A mixture of almost all nations, 
some Portuguese, and some Spaniards, and some Englishmen. 

We generally took six Europeans in the countiy ships just for 
steenng the ship, what they call sea-cunnies. I had six young 
men with me that I took from here as apprentices, who acted as 
mates or midshipmen. 

1983. Were those young men Englishmen ?— They were 
Englishmen. 

1984. Are the sea-cunnies Europeans ?— They are some of 
them Portuguese Indians. 

19o5. Are they not ali Indian Portuguese ? — Some of them 
are European Portuguese. 

1986. Should you not thint a mixed crew of that kind quite 
as difficult to manage as a crew consisting of English sailors ? — 

No, I do not think they are ; En^ish sauors would be worse to 
manage, I think. 

19S7. Should you imagine that, with proper care and atten- 
tion, whatever might be the crew of the ship arriving at Canton, 
there would be any reason to appdbht^d any impediment to the 
trade on account of the conduct of that crew?— Not the least. 

1988. Have any difficulties been encountered on account of 
the present freedom of trade between India and China in the 
port of Canton ? — Not any. 

1989. Do you conceive there would be any reason to appre- 
hend difficulties, provided the trade between England and China 
was as free as the trade between India and China ? — Not the 
least. The Company's ships are all navigated by Englishmen, 
and the Americans are all navigated by their own people, and 1 
have never seen much difference between the American and the 
Company’s seamen. 

1990. Do you imagine that the English seamen are inferior in 
point of character and conduct to the American seamen ?^I do 
not see much difference. 

1991. Have you carried opium to China? — Yes. 

1992. Can you state any quantity that you have ever car- 
ried ? — I have carried about 100 chests. 

1993. Is that opium smuggled into China? — It is. 
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1994. Who takes the risk of the smuggling? — The person to 

whom we sell it. * 

1995. To whom is it commonl^^.soTd ? — ^Itis generally sold to 
oUfSicle men. 

1996. Do the Hong ever purchase opium ? — 1 believe not. 

1997. Do you know how the outside merchant introduces it 
into China ? — 1 am not acquainted with that. 

1998. Is not it a fact, that they bring the boats alongside, 
and then it is thrown out of the ship into the boats? — Yes. 
When I sold my opium I ^v« an order upon the chief officer to 
deliver it, i>ut the person to whom I sold it takes the risk en* 
tirely in taking it from the ship $ he pays me for it before he 
gets the order. 

1999. What does he generally pay you with? — In dollars or 
Sj^cec. 

2000. Do you happen to know the method by which the 
opium is smuggled into the country ?— They take it from along- 
side in smuggling boats that are well manned and armed, and 
there are a great many rivers, branches, and islands and diffe- 
rent places, and they put off directly with it, and they set all 
the government boats at defiance. 1 have seen that myself. I 
have seen four mandarin boats surrounding my ship when I had 
thirty chests of opium to smuggle, and 1 was prevented from 
going to sea on account of the opium, and 1 sold it to the peo- 
ple. I went down myself and saw the way that they smuggled 
it. They stripped the chest entirely away, and took nothing 
but the opium, and put it into the bags, and we open the lower- 
deck port, and in one moment they put the opium into the 
boat, and all hands are ioff in a moment. Wc did that in a 
verj{ l\f,avv shower of rain. There w^as a cry out about three 
minutes aflerwards, but the boat was gone like a shot. 

2001. Were the mandarins’ boats lying near? — One was ly- 
ing a-hcad touching the ship, another ivas lying at the stern, 
and another was lying upon the opposite side. 

2002. They were there to prevent sniuggl'r.g ? — Yes. 

2003 Do you obtain greater or less price for your opium in 
proportion to the degree of vigilance of the mandarin boats ?— 
No, I never knew any difference made on that account. 

2004. If the mandarin boats had not been there, should you 
have obtained a larger price?— I do not think we should have 
got more. They always make certain of it ; and it always struck 
me, that there >vas an understanding between the smugglers 
and the mandarin boats : there is an apparent vigilance kept up 
which has no existence in my opinion. 1 have been told so by 
a number of people. 

2005. Might not other commodities, of small bulk, be intro- 
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duc^d into China by thi^ saiooe means? — I should think they 
could, very easily. , . • 

2006. Do you happen to know whether it is a practice, with 
regard to any other commodities except opium ?— Sal tpctre» 
which is a bulky article, is smuggled. 1 used to smuggle it 
myself ; at least, 1 carried it there, and it wofi smuggled by tlie 
people to whom 1 sold it. 

2007. Is saltpetre a prohibited article in China?— No, you 
can sell it to the government if you please ; but wc cannot sell 
it so well to the government. We can generally get about tvi o 
dollars a pecul by smuggling it. 

2008. Is that on account of the duty paid to government? — 
1 think it is. 

2009. Have you known of any other article being smuggled ? 
—1 think sometimes broadcloth is smuggled. 

2010. By the Americans or tlie English? — By the English. 
I once carried two bales of cloth, and it was smuggled, I know ; 
but wherefore I cannot say, because it did not belong to me. 

2011. Do you happen to know whether the cargoes of goods 
which go from England^ on board of tlic American ships arc 
introduced into China legally, or are smuggled ? — I cannot say ; 
but 1 really believe that they«are introduced legally, because 1 
have been acquainted with so many American supercargoes, 
that I think I must have heard of it if it had been otherwise. 

2012. With respect to the opium that you carried out to 
China, w^as that purchased at the Company’s public sales? — 
Yes, at Calcutta. 

2013. Can you state with respect im the value of the opium 

whether the Malwa opium is better thaffi that grown in Bengal ^ 
— The Patna opium is the best* • • 

• 2014. What is the next in point of quality? — I believe the 
Malwa they like the best in China. The Turkish opium has 
come there within these last ten years, and is likely to super- 
sede the Bengal opium. The Chinese did not like it in the 
first instance, but I believe now they £ftre more reconciled to 
it, they like it equally well, and it is much cheaper. That has 
done a great deal ofharni to the sale of the Bengal opium. 

2015. Is any Turkish opium introduced through any of the 
Company’s ships into China ? — Not unless it is smuggled. 

2016 Should you reckon the Malwa opium the least good of 
those you have mentioned P—I^now nothing but of the Patna 
opium ; that was the only opium that I had any thing to do 
with. W’e generally used to buy it in Bengal from 1 ,900 to 2,000 
rupees a chest; and we generally used to get 1,200 to 1,400 
dollars for it in China, sometimes 1,600 dollars. 

2017. Is the opium sold at Bombay lower in price than that 
sold at Calcutta ? — 1 believe it is. 
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1830. ^018. Arc you not aware that all the opium which comes 

" from Bombay is Malwa opium ? — It may be, and I dare say it 
is ; but I am not acquainted at all with Bombay. 1 have been 
very little on that side. 

2019. Where did you eflfect your purchases of opium in India 
for the China trade ? — They were generally made at the Com* 
pany's sales. 

2020. Are those purchases made avowedly and openly for 
the China trade ? — 1 believe so. We clear out with the opium 
in the ship. It is well known by the Company that we take it 
to China. • 

2021. Do the opium chests bear the Company’s mark ? — 
Yes. 

2022. Before they are sold in China, is the opium changed 
from those chests into any other packages ?— No, they are sold 
in the original packages. 

2023. Arc they sold in China in any mode of packing bearing 
the Company’s mark? -Yes, they are sold with the Compan}^^ 
mark on them in China. 

2024. Is the Company’s mark upon the chests of opium, or 
upon the packet of opium ? — Upon the chests. They strip the 
chest way entirely when they take it away, and throw it over- 
board ; and it is then put Into bags. 

2025. Then nothing bearing the Company’s mark goes ashore 
in China ? — Nothing at all : we strip it and throw the chests 
overboard, and destroy them as soon as we can. 

2026. Then the purchaser looks at the mark, and it gives 
confidence to him ? — Kis confidence is generally placed in tlie 
seller." 

2027. Is not the opium sold at the Company’s sales made up 
in bales of the most convenient size and shape for smuggling 
into Clihia ? — Yes, it is. 

2028. Have you ever purchased any tea at Canton ?- 1 have, 
both black and green. 

2029. From whom have you purcliased it ? — Both from the 

Hong and the outside merchants. , 

2030. Have you ever found any difiiculty in getting the tea 
you wanted to purchase ? — Not the least. 

2031. Is not there a certificate given in the opium chest, con- 
taining the name of the Company’s opium agent and a state- 
ment of the weight ? — There is ; tliat is in the inside of the 
chests. 

2032. Is that certificate communicated to the Chinese mer- 
chants who deal in the opium ? — No, the |)erson that purchases 
it never looks at if at all ; but I remember seeing them broken 
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open, and I remember aeeing a paper of that description in the 4 Mar. 1830« 
inside of the chest. ' jMr 

2033. Is the tea purchased as vbti have described packed and 
sent on board by the merchant of whom it is purchased ?^It ia. 

2034. And that merchant is responsible for the quality ot the 
tea so sent ? — When I have been purchasing from an outside 
merchant, I have generally wished to have the chest opened here and 
there ; and he has been always very willing to do so, to examme it, 

2035. Did you ever find any chest of tea inferior in quality 
to the sample which you have purchased ? — I never did. 

2036. Do you know whether any custom prevails in China of 
returning two chests for one, where an adulterated chest of tea 
is given to the purchaser ? — I have not heard of that ; 1 have 
heard that there have been some tricks occasionally, but 1 bC'- 
lieve in a very trifling degree. 

2037. Do you conceive the tea that you purchased at Canton 
was as good, in proportion to the description of the tea, as that 
which you purchase in England ? — Equally so. 

2038. What have you paid for the gunpowder tea at Canton? 

— From 60 to 65 Spanisls dollars for the best, per pecul ; gun- 
powder tea can be got for less. 

2039. And what for the best black tea ? — The best black tea, 
from 40 to 45. 

2040. How do you generally pay for that tea ? — We some- 
times pay for it in barter, but generally in dollars. 

2041. Do you buy it cheaper when you pay for it in dollars 
than when you pay for it in barter?— That is a matter 1 can 
hardly say, because when you pay* for it in barter, you can 
hardly put the dollars in competition with it. 

2042. You do not find it difficult to take tea in exchaii^cf for 
goods from the merchants ?— No, very easy. 

2043. In the year 1819, could your ship have been chartered 
from Canton to some port on the continent of Europe, if you 
had been permitted to do so ?— Yes. , 

2044. Would that have been a profitable voyage to the ship ? 

— Very profitable. 

2045. Who would have taken up the ship at that time ? — A 
Prussian merchant at Canton. 

2046. What would he have paid per ton for it ? — £25. 

2047. Did you request permission to undertake that voyage ? 

— Yes, I applied to the supercargoes. 

2048. Did you obtain that permission? — No. 

2049. To what port of Europe was it proposed to charter the 
vessel ? — -To Hamburgh, I think. 

2050. Is the country trade carried on almost entirely by the 
free-traders from India and China? — Yes. 
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not. think the Company themsela^s take much part in the trade. 

“Mr. J: Ahcn, captains of the Company’s ships generally bring a peat 
many things from Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, or Penang ; 
they all take in pepper, cotton, and any thing of that kind that 
. they could get, and, 1 believe, it is generally taken on the cap- 
tain’s account. * 

2052. Can that trade between India and China be carried 
on by houses resident in England } — No. 

2053. What is the reason why it cannot?— I do not know 
the Company’s reasons ; but it is by the regulation of the Com- 
pany that we can only go to China by license of the Company. 

2054. You have stated that the captains in the East-India 
Company’s service carry on some portion of trade on their own 
account, do you allude to the goods which they take in the 
privileged tonnage ? — 1 believe that the Company do not send 
cargoes themselves from those ports, from either Madras, 
Bombay, or Calcutta, and therefore the captain generally takes 
in as much as he pleases, without any hindrance whatever. The 
privilege which the captain and the oiRcers have is at their 
loading port at Canton from India to England. 

2055. Do you know how the officers of the Company dispose 
of the goods which they import into China under their privi- 
lege ? — They generally sell them to the Hong merchants. 

2056. Have you known any cases in which they have dealt 
with the outside merchants? — Yes, they deal with both. 

2057. Have you known any instance in which the country 
ships have traded with po^ts in China to the north of Canton, 
Amoy, and Lingpo ?— No, I never heard of any. 

20o8. Do you consider that there is much sea risk attending 
a voyage from England to Canton, if undertaken at the proper 
season?— No, there is very little risk. 

2059. Is there greater or less risk than there is in a voyage 
from P2ngland to Calcutta ? — I think there *£ a great deal less, 
but that is owing to the navigation in the Hoogley river. 

2060. Supposing the freights to be the same, would you 
rather undertake a voyage from England to Calcutta, or a 
voj^age from England to Canton ? — To Canton. 

2061. Have you not lived at the Cape of Good Hope? — I 
have, for seven years. 

2062. Did you purchase tea while you were there ? — I used 
to purchase tea for my family use. 

2063. At what time did you live there? — From 1821 to 
1828. 

2064. What did you give for the best black tea per pound at 
that time ? — About three dollars and a half, which is nearly 5s. 
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2065. What is the duty paid upon the importation^ of tea 4Maiw]8ao.' 

into the Cape ? — ^It is an ad: yal^fem duty of ten per cent. * - ■ ♦ 

2066. Was it imagined at the Cape that a considerable profit 
was. derived by the Company from the sale of tea at that price ? 

—I think it is generally believed to be about 100 per cent, 
afler paying all charges. 

2067. Do any other parties, except the Company, bring tea 
from China to the Cape of Good Hope ? — No other. About 
twelve months before I left the Cape there were a few chests 
brought from England, which the Company could not prevent 
being landed there, brought in a private ship. 

2068. Could tea brought in a private ship from any other 
place except England be landed at the Cape of Good Hope ? — 

2069. Did you ever apply for a license to export tea from 
Canton ?— Yes, we always applied for our license previously to 
sailing from Calcutta. 

2070. Did you ever apply for a license to export 800 chests 
of tea to a port within thj Company’s limits? — Yes. 

2071. Was that granted ? — No, only for 400. 

2072. To whom did you. apply?— To the government in 
Calcutta. 

2073. If tliat license had been granted to you to export tea 
from Canton to the amount of 800 chests, could you have made 
a profitable voyage, that being part of your cargo? — Not with 
800 chests ; but it would have been so if 1 had been allowed to 
take any quantity 1 pleased. In so Jarge a ship as mine, 800 
chests of tea would not have been igi object, but in a small 
vessel it might have been a very great one. 

• 2074. Where would you have taken that tea to ? — To the 
Isle of France and the Cape of Good Hope. 

2075. But the small quantity you were allowed to take was 
not a sufficient inducement to you? — No. 

2076. Could you carry tea at all to the* Cape of Good Hope? 

— Nor at all to the Cape of Good Hope- 

2077. Would you have been allowed to take 400 chests of 
tea to any port witfiin the Company’s limits, except the Cape ? 

—Yes. 

2078. Is the Mauritius also excepted? — I cannot say. Our 
license ran thus : you can take 400 chests of tea in at Canton, 
to dispose of it at any intermediate ports between this and Cal- 
cutta.” Now it is a query whether you could make the Isle 
of France an intermediate port; perhaps it would be out of the 
way ; but that question was brought before the court at the 
Cape of Good Hope. There was a ship that brought tea there, 
and she was seized ; they gave bond, and afterwards the question 
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come before the King in council, and the diip was afterwards 
liberated. 

2079. What was the date of that ?*— <I think it must haVe 
been about 1823 ; a ship called the Lady Fora. 

2080. Where did tliat ship bring the tea from ? ^Frora Canton* 

. 2081. Was the'tea allowed to be sold at the Cape? — ^Yes, I 
believe it was sold there. The ship was seized, and the cargo 
too. She had very little tea in, but she had a great many 
things that she brought direct from China. The question came 
before the court, and I 'was one of the evidence before the 
court. The fiscal brought a chart, and he asked me if 1 could 
make it out that the Cape of Good Hope was an intermediate 
port : and I asked at what time of the year the ship left Canton, 
and it appeared that it was the contrary monsoon to come down 
the China seas, and I said yes ; that Captain Balsam, of the 
Lady Flora, perhaps had come round Cape Horn, and therefore 
the Cape of Good Hope was an intermediate port. 

2082. What was the decision ? — They decided against the 
ship. The ship was seized and her cargo also ; but they gave 
bond, and it was about three years afterwards decided by the 
King in council, and the ship was liberated again. 

2083. Was the cargo allowed to be sold at the Cape of Good 
Hope ? — It was. 

2084. Have you ever purchased gunpowder tea at Canton to 
be sold at Penang? — Yes. 

2085. W^hat did you sell that tea for at Penang ? — About 76 
Spanish dollars per pccul. 

2086. Was a profit rcali/.ed by you upon that sale of tea ? — I 
generally used to make about 16 per cent. 

2087. Can you state the price of tea of similar quality at the 
Cape of Good Hope ? — The price of gunpowder tea at the Cape 
of Good Hope was about six dollars, or nine shillings per pound. 
Besides the government duty of 10 per cent, the Company pay 
about five or six per cent, for the auction duties at the Cape. 
They oblige them to sell all by auction, therefore they collect 
the duties upon the auction sales. 

2088. Then the whole duties paid upon the sale of tea would 
be 16 per cent. ?— That is paid by the Company. 

2089. Can you tell what the duties are paid at Penang ?— 
Upon tea I cannot say. I think the people who purchased from 
me always paid the duty themselves. I believe it is very trifling. 

2090. It is not so much at Penang as at the Cape of Good 
Hope, is it ? — Perhaps not so much. 10 per cent, is but very 
small upon tea. 

2091. Is not tea a very common beverage in China?— Yes, 
the black tea is a very common beverage. Every Chinese house 
you go into, there is the tea always on a sideboard, as a bever- 
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age, in the teapot^ and yoa may help yourself to a glass of tea 4 Mar. L630. 
at any time you please ; it is always in the room. . ~j^'kvn 

^ 2092. Do they drink it without any admixture ? — They some- 
times have a little sugar, and sometimes not; there are a great- 
many drink it without any sugar. 

2093. Do the Chinese drink green tea ? — I think not. 

2094. Do the neighbouring nations?-^! think not. I think 
th^ generally drink black tea. 

2095. Supposing the trade between England and China were 
more completely free, do you imagine that the Company would, 
under the present state or things, be able to carry on their trade ? 

— They might carry it on, but I believe with a loss. *I mean so 
far as regards their present establishments. If their establish- 
ments w€fre to be as great as they are at present, there must be 
a loss. 

2096. Could they continue to pay the present amount of 
freight that they pay between England and China ? — No, 1 do 
not think they could. 

2097. What is the amount of freight?— I cannot say exactly 
what the freights are, but 1 know they are much greater than 
any free-traders can possibly get. 

2098. What is the present apiount of freight between England 
and Calcutta ? — About £4 to £4. lOf. a ton, out and home, 
with what we call dead weight; heavy goods and light goods. 

The average of £4 out and £4 home, is the general rate of freight. 

4 ^ 2099. Do you happen to know the rate of freight paid by 

the Company in a voyage from England to Canton ? ~ 1 do not 
know. ^ 

2100. What would be the rate of insurance upon a ship from 
England to Calcutta? — I think about three to three andj^Jialf 
jper cent. 

2101. You have stated that you live at Wapping, what kind 
of life are you now in ?— A sail-maker, ship-chandler, and 
provisioner. 

2102. Have you ever shipped any good% to India lately ? — No. 

2103. From what source is your knowledge of this freight 
derived?— I am every day upon the Royal Exchange. 

2104. Tou have *stated that you were at the Cape from 1821 
to 1828, had you a partner there ? — Yes. 

2105. What was his name Montcith. 

2106. What did you deal in principally there ? — In India 
goods principally ; we had two brigs that traded between Cal- 
cutta and the Cape with India goods. 

2107. You have given the Committee information as to the 
China trade between the years 1817 and 1819; have you had 
any knowledge of t}ie China trade personally subsequently to 
the year 1819 ? — No ; I knew very little about it, except from 
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having jseen persons chWng past that I have ae^ed questions of^ 
but I. had no personal knowledge^ since 1819. 

’• * 2108. Do you know Mr. John Bagshaw^ formerly of Cal* 
cutta ? — Yes. 

2109. Was he a consigner of goods to your house he 

was not. , 

2119. You had no goods in the hands of yourself and your 
partner belonging to Mr. Bagshaw at any time, had you? — No. 

2111. Had you any dealings with Mr. Bagshaw? — No. ' 

2112. With respect to the tea you saw at the Cape coming 
from England, what year was that in ? — I think it was in 1826, 
but I am not certain as to that point. 

2113. By what ship did it arrive ? — I cannot say, but it was 
consigned to Messrs. Borradaile, Thompson, and Pillans, at the 
Cape. 

2114. Do you know the quantity of tea? — 1 cannot say the 
quantity, but I should say twenty chests, or something of that 
kind ; it was but a small quantity. 

2115. Had you any means of seeing the quality ?— No I had 
not. 

2116. And you have no knowledge what it sold for? — No, 1 
had not the least. 

2117. Was not the importation from England of the tea to 
which you have referred, because of its being of a superior 
quality to that which usually came from China?— > I did not know 
the cause : they expected they could import it from England, 
and sell it at the Cape cheaper than what the Company did. 

2118. The quality being the same The quality being the 
same. 

2119. Do not you know that the usual mode of navigating the 
country ships is without any Europeans on board, ^cept the 
captain and the officers ? — Both my voyages to China wa had 
two Europeans among the sea-cunnies. 

2120. Were they Europeans or half-caste ? — They gave them- 
selves out as Europeans, and I believe they were. 

2121. Were not the crew all Lascars? — All Lascars. 

2122. What sized vessel do you consider roost convenient for 
carrying on the Canton trade ? — At that time I think vessels of 
600 or 700 tons were the best for that. 

2123. You say at that time; has your opinion varied since 
that time?— No, I have not any opinion different from what I 
had at that time. I have been told that they do navigate now 
with smaller ships than they use to do ; but my reason for hav- 
ing a larger ship was, that the duties being nearly the same in 
some ‘ things, we reckoned that the expenses were lessened by 
having them in large ships. 
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same? — I believe nothiiiff buf-the cumshaw. * *'•- 

mi ‘ J«hH Akcil> 

2125. To whom did that vessel belong ? — The agents wBre • • • . . . 

* Alexander and Co. ; she belonged to me and a house at Iiivier-> ‘ 
pool; .., . 

212B. In Canton did you do your own business, or was it dod^" 
by a country agent there ?— Tlie first voyage I consignad my 
ship to the American consul, a Mr. Wilcox ; but 1 found the 
business so very easily done, that 1 transacted my own business 
afterwards. ' 

2127* Do you consider that you could do your business there 
to the same advantage as it was done by the resident* agent ?— . 

Equally so. 

2128. Did that arise from your own knowledge of the place, 
or do |K)u suppose that any captain coming there for the first 
time would do his business there as easily ? — I think equally so. 

2129. How came you to select an American house ; had you 
any reason for not taking any of the English houses of agency ? 

— There was no English house there. There were Englishmen, 
but they were under the ^reign flag: no Englishman is allowed 
to remain at Canton. 

2130. Do you mean to say tliere were no English houses of 
agency established at Canton? — None; they are not permitted 
by the Company. 

2131. Were there not English houses acting under foreign 
flags ? — Yes. 

2132. Houses of respectability ? — Houses of respectability. 

2133. And doing considerable business? — Doing a great deal 
of business. 

2134. W^as Mr. Davison there at that time, and doing a great 
deal of business ? — Yes, I knew both the Davisons. 

2135. Do you consider that you bought your teas as advan- 
tageously as the Company’s Factory bought them ? — I should 
think not. I think the Company couldf purchase their teas 
cheaper than we could, because they had greater facilities. 

The Select Committee is there the whole year, and they cer- 
tainly can purchase their tea cheaper, because they take such 
large quantities. 

2136. So that you think the Company, in consequence of 
their being such large dealers, can command the article at 
better prices than individuals?— I think they can. 

2137. Does not sometimes the fact of your wanting large 
quantities tend to enhance the price to the buyer? — No; I 
cannot say that it docs ; there generally is a price put upon it 
after it comes into the Hong, which they do not deviate from. 

But the Company, I believe, barter a good deal ; I have been 
informed so by the supercargoes. 

2 c. 
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2138. Do you think the teas are bought upon better terms by 
being contracted for the year before ?«— I should think so. 

2139. You think that the contracting is a better i^stem with 
the Chinese than buying upon the spot ? — I should think it is. 

2140. Do you think the Company gets a better quality of tea 
than the free-traders? — 1 think not. I have had my informa- 
tion upon that point from the American supercargoes ; and Mr. 
Wilcox, who was a very well-informed man, told me that he 
could buy teas of as good quality as any of the Company ; he 
has been frequently there in the Company’s stores, when they 
have been tasting the teas, and he declared to me tliat he could 
buy as godd teas, and that he had sent to America teas equally 
as good as the Company’s : but what terms the Company have 
purchased their teas upon, I am not informed. 

2141. Is that speaking of tea generally, or black tea or green 
tea? — Of tea generally. But the free-traders would have a 
great advantage over the Company, which would more than 
compensate, 1 think, by coming cheaper, not having such a 
large establishment, and having their ships at a less freight. 
The Company’s establishment there is immense, and is a very 
heavy expense, which the free-trader would not have; and 1 
think the free-trader could come into the market and dispose of 
all his teas in Europe at a cheaper rate than the Company 
could. 

2142. Do you consider that, as far as concerns the mere 
dealing with the Chinese, the Company can do it better than 
individual merchants can do it ? — 1 think they can, under the 
present system. 

2143. Do the Factory, upon the whole, rather impede the 
private trade, or do they protect and encourage it ? — They do 
neither the one nor the other. They take care that you do not 
take any more tea from China than your license allows you. 
You are obliged to report to the chief supercargo the cargo 
that you bring to China, and also what you take away ; and if 
we do any thing at all derogatory to their directions, or the in- 
structions we receive,’ they will foreclose the bonds which we 
are under at Calcutta, which I think is two lacks ; a lack for 
the captain and a lack for the merchant. 

2144. Are they at all vexatious in their interference with 
you?— Not the least; they are very liberal; they behave ex- 
ceedingly well to all the country captains. 

2145. You do not consider them as going out of their way to 
molest you ? — Not at all. 

2146. From your experience of the trade of those seas, do 
you think that if the China trade were entirely thrown open, 
branches of trade would not spring up which are now kept 
under by the monopoly ? — There is not the least doubt of it. 
In all the coast of Cochin China I have turned down with the 
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Exmouth with a foul wind, and I have turned into several fine ^ 1830. 

harbours all the way along the coast ; wc turned into six or 77" 

seven different harbours along the coast, and I am sure there 

might be a great trade carried on if those ports were open : and 

not only that but with the great islands of Japan, which we have 

no communication with whatever. 1 have often thought that if 

an embassy was sent to Japan, and a favourable resul t*^ensued, 

there would be no doubt an immense trade; for those people are 

now emerging to civilization, and 1 have often thought that a very 

great trade might be carried on there. If an English whaler, 

by accident, be cast away there, they use them vpry ill, and 

murder them generally ; but the Dutch carry on a great trade 

there from Batavia. 

2147. When you speak of the monopoly being an impediment, 
do YOU mean the restrictions which now exist by law to the free 
trade in those seas ?— ^That is what 1 mean. 

2148. Do not you think there might be considerable trade 
with the Philippine Islands ? — A great trade might be carried 
on with the Philippine Islands and the coast of Borneo. 

2149. Do not you tldnk that the ingenuity arising from a 
free exertion of private interest frequently starts means of trade 
to merchants which were unknown oefore ? — Yes, which had no 
existence before, no doubt of it ; a great deal might be done if 
the trade were open. 

2150. Is there any trade at present between Mexico and 

Canton? — Not from Mexico, that I know of; but there is a 
great trade carried on by the Americans from the north-west 
coast of America to Canton. • 

2131. Do you know any thing of fliat trade ? — Yes ; both 
the voyages that I was in China several small vessels came fTicre, 
from 250 to 350 tons, and they had generally furs and some 
fine oil, which they sold at Canton, and purchased cargoes, and 
went home to America. 

2152. Do you know from what part of, America they came? 

— From Nootka Sound and Cook's Inlet. 

2153. Is that trade at present entirely confined to the Ame- 
ricans ? — Entirely, l^ccause an English vessel cannot go to Can- 
ton at all : that was one of the greatest grievances that I saw. 

2154. Do not you think that English shipping would, if that 
trade were open, have the same advantage with the Americans 
in carrying on the north-west trade with China? — Yes; no 
doubt about it. 

2155. Did you understand that to be a very profitable trade 
to the Americans? — Yes, very profitable. Several gentlemen 
that were embarked in the business said it was a very profit- 
able one. 

215fi. Do you know any thing of a trade between South Ame- 
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do not. There is a trade from Manilla to Canton; but they 

Mr. Mn Men. sejjjQju gQ iq Canton, they generally stop at Macao. 

2157. Was the Company’s factory any protection to you in 
carrying on the trade with the Chinese ?— Not the least. If the 
Hong merchants had been guilty of any fraud, or any thing of 
that kind, 1 believe the supercargoes would take it up and assist 
me in that particular, and perhaps interfere with the Viceroy. 

2168. Do you know of any instance in which the private 
trade derived any benefit from that sort of intervention? — No> 
I do not know of any. 

2159. Did you ever hear that the Americans or Europeans 
trading to China derived any protection from the Company’s 
factory? —Not the least. 

2160. Did 3 ^ou ever know of any case occurring, such as you 
have alluded to, with regard to a Hong merchant, which required 
such an interference ? — 1 believe there has been such a thing, 
but not in my time ; perhaps one case may happen in twenty- 
four years, but 1 believe it is of very rare occurrence. 

2161. ITou have stated that when you were at Canton there 
were several Englishmen carrying on trade there as agents under 
foreign flags ; will you state what was the firm of the house in 
which Mr. Davison was ? — Davison and Co. 

2162. Under what flag did they do business ? — I cannot say 
whether it was Danish or Prussian. 

2163. What other English houses were there there ?— There 
was Magniae’s house ; 1 think they were under the Danish 
flag. I think those were the only two English houses. 

2>h?A. Do those English houses do a great deal of business ? 
— A great deal. 

2165. Was any of it with Europe, or was it principally co n 
fined to the country trade ? — There was both. 

2166. Do you know whether any of the partners of those 
houses are now in England ? — I do not know. 

2167. Suppose you had an opportunity of forming your own 
design for an adventure to China, and |)eing supplied with 
means, selected such a cargo as you thought suitable for ex- 
port, and obtained in return a cargo of tea, do you think you 
could obtain a more favourable result than the Company now 
does? — I think I could have a more favourable result, because 1 
can sail my ship cheaper, and I have no incumbrance in China, 
therefore I could sell my cargo equally as well as they could. 
I could purchase my teas, perhaps, not quite so well, but I 
could sell it in England cheaper a great deal than what they 
could. 

2168. Would the difference be great in degree between your 
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imagine I could make ten per cent, more than the Company ; 

now does. 

2169. Do you know now what the profit is which the Com- 
pany makes ? — The Company make, I believe, a hundred per 
cent. 

2170. Then do you think that you could make upon an ad- 
venture more than a hundred per cent, profit ? — No ; because if 
the free trade was open, we should have tea cheaper, and the 
prices would be much less. 

2171. Did you not, in the answer you have gi^en, mean to 
compare your adventure with an adventure by the Company, 
in case the trade was open ? — Yes, in case the trade was open ; 
not at present ; but if the trade was open, I am certain that 1 
could bring that commodity here, and sell it cheaper than the 
Company could. 

2172. Supposing you obtained permission to send a ship in 
the present state of things from this country to China, what 
profit do you imagine, with the present prices of tea in the 
market here, you would realize upon that voyage ? — That 
w’’ould be a thing that i could not estimate. 

2173. How do you calculate that the Company gain a hun- 
dred per cent, profit?— From what I have seen of teas sold at 
the Cape of Good Hope ; and I know very nearly, though not 
exactly, what they give for them in China, according to what 
I gave for them myself: they may get them a shade lower, but 
it is a trifie. 

2174. Comparing the prices at t^e India sales with the prime 
cost at Canton, should you say that ^hey get one hundred per 
cent, clear profit, after deducting the charges ?— 1 hjjye no 
doubt of it. 

2175. What, in your opinion, would be the difference in the 
expense of freight betw^een a Company’s ship and such a one as 
you should think suited to the China trade ? — The difference 
would at least be forty per cent. ; I could fit my ship out at 
least forty per cent, cheaper than the Company do at present. 

2176. Then, if the sailing of a ship in the Company’s ser- 
vice cost £14 per* ton, it would cost you but £10?— Yes. 

2177. Is not your assertion, that you could sell cheaper than 
the Company, founded upon your belief that they make a hun- 
dred per cent. ? — Yes, it is 

2178. In the sort of adventure that has been spoken of, that 
is of going out to China for a cargo of teas, is there any branch 
of that adventure in wdiich you think you would have an advan- 
tage over the Company, excepting in the article of freight? — 

No, only in the article of freight, I should think ; but I .am not 
acquainted exactly^ with what the Company take from this 
country to China ; they take lead, broadcloths, and different 
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sorts of woollens ; but it Is quite a secret in Canton, we know 
very little about it. 

2179. You have already stated, that you think the Company 
could deal with the Chinese upon better terms than you could, 
do you think they would not also provide their money there upon 
better terms than you would ? — No, I do not think they would, 
because you can draw bills upon any respectable merchant 
living in London ; the Chinese would take them with the 
greatest ease. In fact, the house of Baring & Co. in London 
was drawn upon by the Americans on as good terms ; at least 
the supercargoes told me so. 

2180. Do" not you think the private-trader would discover 
many articles that would suit the market there, if he was left at 
perfect liberty, wliich the Company never dream of?— Certain- 
ly, a great many things which the Company never think of. 

2181. Do not you think the opening the trade would have the 
effect of extending the list of commodities in which the trade 
is carried on ?— Yes. 

2182. Do you know any reason why the supercargoes at 
Canton could not find out those articles ? — I cannot say why 
they did not do it. 

2183. Have not they, residing there, and having persons in 
their employment, the very best means of finding out the articles 
adapted to the Chinese market? — Certainly. 

2184. Although the Company’s supercargoes arc constantly 
residing there, do you think it probable that the servants of the 
Company would be as anxious to push their trade as individuals 
who are trading for their o'^vn account?— No, I do not believe 
it ; 1 think individuals up.m their own account would push the 
tnides^n^uch more than it is at present. 

2185. Are not you aware that the Company’s captains and 
officers are permitted to trade as merchants to China?— Yes. 

2186. Why do you suppose individual merchants would be 
more active than those captains and officers who are merchants ? 
—We can only draw an inference f*om ’*vimt has happened from 
opening the trade with Calcutta ; there is an immense trade now 
carried on with Calcutta, compared with what there was before 
the trade was opened. 

2187. Is it in the power of any Englishman to go into China 
without leave of the Chinese authorities ? — Canton is the ^,only 
port that is open to trade at all to any person. 

2188. Do you consider it possible for Great Britain to permit 
Englishmen to go into the interior of China? — I liave taken 
Europeans, I have taken a French bishop and his suite, who 
went into the interior of China ; I landed them at Macao, and 
they were to go into the interior as missionaries. 

2169. Are not the Company’s servants, who deal in China on 
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voyage which is pointed out by their masters ; that is to say, 

that they can only go where their masters send the vessels to ?. 

— Yes. 

2190. Have not the private trade, on the other hand, the 
power of selecting all the different mai^kets, both of the East, 
and of Europe, and of America Yes. 

2191. Must not that unlimited range give them a great advan- 
tage over the Company’s servants, whose trade is so restricted ? 

—Certainly. 

2192. Did not your answer relate to the trade in China alone ? 

—In China alone. 

2193. You speak of there being six or seven ports in Cochin 
China which are now frequented ; how does the Company’s 
monopoly prevent those ports and places being traded with ? — 

1 do not know. The Company has nothing to do with that, it is 
an arrangement by the Chinese ; they do not suffer any other 
port to be opened but Canton. 

2194<. Did you mean to say, that those ports to which you 
alluded are not traded wijh in consequence of the monopoly of 
the Company? — No, the Chinese prevent it themselves, and 
the Cochin Chinese. The whole range of the coast, as far as 
Siam, is under the Chinese government, but only nominally so. 

2195. Upon the occasion when you sailed along those har- 
bours in Cochin China, do you think the native authorities 
would have permitted you to enter if the Company had given 
you leave? — That I do not know ; I did not like to try that. 

2196. Are there not various products of the Eastern Archi- 
pelago which are fitted alone for the* China market ? —There 
are : there is trepan, which the French call bcche-le-mer.^nd 
birds’-ncsts. 

2197. Arc you aw’are whether the trade carried on with the 
Eastern Archipelago in the articles you have alluded to is a con- 
siderable trade or not? — It would be very considerable, to small 
vessels particularly. They could take iA those articles I have 
mentioned, also sandal-wood, which is taken to the Chinese 
market, and is a very profitable thing. 

2198. Are not the country ships of India allowed to trade 
with Cochin China from Calcutta, so far as the English govern- 
ment are concerned ?— At that time they were not : our license 
allowed us only to go to Canton, and we cannot trade with any 
other ports, except what our license allowed. 

2199. Do not you know that a license could be obtained in 
Calcutta to trade to Cochin China ? — I do not know, 

2200. Is a license ever drawn out for a voyage without speci- 
fying a particular port? — No. 

2201. Do you think you could not have obtained a license 
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4 Mar. 1830'. empowering you to enter any port upon the Cochin Chinese 
•• , , “ coast ? — I have always been given to understand so. 

2202. Did you ever get a license to touch and trade at various 
ports ? — No, the license runs thus : to go to Canton, and to 
touch and trade at any intermediate port between there and Cal- 
cutta, outward and homeward ; but that is only to the country 
vessels. 

2203. Would that license include the ports on the coast of 
Cochin China ? — Yes ; but I have always understood that we 
could not trade with any. port of Cochin China. 

2204. That is, that the Chinese government will not suffer it ? 
—Yes. 

2205. Are not you aware that the country ships might clear 
out for any part of Cochin China, if the local government would 
permit it ? — I am not aware of that. 

2206. Do not you think there would be much more probability 
of overcoming the prejudices of the Chinese in regard to inter- 
course with Europeans or other ports than Canton, if the mono- 
poly of the East-lndia Company were done away with ? — No. 
If the monopoly of the East-lndia Cpmpany were done away 
with, it would make no difierence whatever, I believe, or alter 
the Chinese policy at all. 

2207. Do not you think that the enterprize of private traders 
would induce them to go to other ports, and that the Chinese 
would see the advantage of taking their goods and trading with 
them ? — They might in the course of time, but at present I 
should think not. An embassy sent into China for the purpose 
might, perhaps, do away that prejudice, but not any thing else 
done by individuals. 

2^08. Do not you think the Chinese would see th.c interest 
they ad selling their goods? — No doubt they do see it, they 
know it very well ; but the government is so very arbitrary that 
they cannot do it. The best-informed (Hiinese that I ever met 
with, said, that if all the ports in China were thrown open, it 
would be a great advantage to the Chinese. 

2209. Have you heard that opinion generally expressed by 
the intelligent Chinese ? — 1 have. 

2210. As the government seems to possess so little power 
to put down smuggling, is it not to be supposed that they would 
not be able greatly to control what is done at those ports? — 
I believe that is the reason for allowing Canton to be the only 
port that is open. 

2211. What do you think would become of any vessel that 
went into any port but Canton ? — They would imprison the 
crew", and take the ship away from them. 

2212. Although it is a great advantage to the Chinese to 
trade, you think they would lay hold of tlie crew of any vessel 
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that went to seek trade’ there ? — I have no. doubt of it, because 4 Mar. I8:i0, 
it is prohibited. . 

T» • 1 1 n Mr.J.Aken.’ 

2^13. Has any instance come to your knowledge of any 
European vessel having gone to any other port than Canton ?— 

None, except Macao. 

3214. Have you been much in the way of hearing of instances • 
of the sort, if they had occurred ? — I have been in that part 
of the world upwards of thirty years ago, but I never knew an 
instance of a ship trading to any other port over which the 
Chinese had any control whatever. 

2315. Might not such a thing have taken place without your 
knowing any thing about it ? — 1 think I must have known it. 

2216. Have you met with a number of Chinese junks in the 

iirsfe of your voyages there ? — Yes. 

2217. Have you ever had any dealings with any of the people 
in the junks? — No, I never have; but those junks now have 
found their way to Sincapore. There are great quantities of 
them come there directly from Canton ; and they come, as I 
am told, from some of the ports of Cochin China to Sincapore. 

2218. You stated that the port charges at Canton, excepting 

the cunishaw, were in proportion to the measurement of the 
vessel; do you then consider that, except in respect of the 
cumshaw, there \vould be no difference in the advantage 
between navigating a small and a large ship, as far as the pay- 
ment of the port charges arc concerned ? — There may be some 
charges, as far as regards the linguist or the compradore’s fees ; 
hut, generally speaking, I believer there is no difference except 
in the cumshaw. ^ 

2210, You said, that saltpetre was smuggled into China, 
because it was sold to greater advantage than if sold to tlj/' 
^osernrnciit: do you mean by that, that the Chinese law forbids 
the sale of saltpetre openly to any ]>ersoii except to the govern- 
ment? — Y'es ; they do not allow it to be sold except to the go- 
vern) ent. 

2220. Do you conceive that if the Chihese trade were en- 
tirely free, it would be a beneficial measure to the natives of 
British India ? — 1 do not know that it would be moi-e beneficial 
to them than it is air present, but I tliink it would be a great 
benefit to the United Kingdom. 
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se'cond report 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
present State of the Affairs of the East-India Com- 
pany, and into the Trade between Great Britain, the 
East~Indies, and Chinas and to report their Observations 
thereupon to the House ; and who were empowered to report 
the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them from 
time to time, to the House . 

HAVE made a further Progress in the Matters to them 
referred, and had examined several Witnesses ; and 
directed the Minutes of the Evidence to be reported 
to the House up to tlie 18th day of this instant, March, 
inclusive. 


\^th March 1830, 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, 


8 Mar. 1830. 
Capt. R,Alsagcrm 


LuTUBy 8° die Martii 1830. 


William Ward, Esq. in tlie Chair. 


Captain RICHARD ALSAGER, called in, and examined. 

2221. What is your profession ? — I have been nine voyages 
in the Company's service as an officer, and five as a commander. 
The last ship I commanded was the Waterloo, and previous to 
that the Grenville. 

2222. What was the tonnage of the ship you formerly com- 
manded in the service of the East-India Company ? — The ton* 
nage of the Waterloo is 1300 tons and a few over. 

2223. Is tlicre any advantage in having ships of that class for 
the China trade ? — Very great indeed. 

2224. Do they pay the same port duties in China in propor- 
tion to their tonnage as smaller ships ? — 1 think the average of 
the port dues on a large ship came to about 20a-. a ton ; I think 
upon ships of 600 tons they would come to about £2 a ton. 

2225. Are the ships in the Company's service made available 
for carrying troops and other territorial purposes? — They are 
very convenient and healthy; and standing high out of the 
water, there is always room and plenty ol’«ir. 

2226. Have the governments of India employed them in war ? 
— Several times. I havs been fitted out under Captain Birch ; 
we have mounted 44 guns ; we considered ourselves then equal 
to any frigate. 

2227. How did they answer as ships of war when so em- 
ployed ?— Remarkably well : they have several times distin- 
guished themselves. When Captain Bulteel went out in the 
Belliqueux to India, he fell in with three French frigates on the 
Brazil coast. One he attacked ; he sent two Indianien after the 
Medea, which struck to the Exeter ; the Bombay Castle coming 
up, the third was attacked by the Warley, and escaped by 
throwing her guns overboard and cutting some of her beams 
through. That was in 1800. 
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2228 . If the same quantity of tea was brought home in smaller e Mar. 1830. 

ships during the time of war as the Company have been in the 

habit of importing, could they have been protected by the con- 

voys which the government appropriated for the protection of 
the Company’s ships ? — If they were in a smaller class of ships^ 
say 500 tons, for example, it would take four ships to bring 
home one cargo such as it brought in one 1300 ton ship : conse- 
quently, if twenty ships is the regular number of our season, it 
would take eighty to bring home the same quantity of tea. 1 
should think smdil ships scatter wide and far from the convoy, 
and the ships of the Company are able to protect themselves in 
some measure, and they are more obedient to the Orders of the 
convoy, exclusively of their being able to protect themselves 
individual!}' without any other protection. 

2229. Is the discipline good in the Company’s ships?— I think 
they are in the highest state of discipline, and such as to call 
for the commendation of gentlemen of the navy on several occa- 
sions. 

2230. Why would one vessel of 1300 or 1400 tons carry as 
much tea as rour or five vessels of 500 tons ? — There is a greater 
capacity of hold ; they take the cargoes regularly ; they are of 
such immense extent that there is less breakage and less da- 
mage. 

2231. What would be the rate of insurance under correspond- 
ing circumstances of a large vessel and a small one? — There is 
not any difference made at Lloyd’s, except preference; and 
sometimes the underwriter gels a policy of more risk tacked on 
to the supposed less risk in the Company’s ships. 

2232. How many ships homeward-bound with tea liavc been 
lost in your experience ? — I have no recollection of any since 
the Ganges, which I think must have been in 1806 or 1807. 

2233. Where was the Ganges lost ? — She foundered off the 
Cape. She was a ship that was built with scantling not equal 
to her size, and she was repaired at Bombay after having sprung 
a leak. 

2234. How many ships have brought tea homeward since 
1806? — I think the average is from twenty-one to twenty-three 
or twenty-four of tlie class of 1200 tons. 

2235. Then there have been about five hundred ships in that 
period ? — About that number. 

2236. You attribute this small proportion of casualties to the 
superior quality of the ships ?— Yes ; and the care that is taken 
in their outfit. 

2237. Supposing that the trade required twenty ships of the 
size which you have stated, and that of a smaller class eighty 
would be required, what, according to rhe least calculation of 
freight, would be the tonnage of the eiglity ships ; would it be 
a larger or a less charge of freight ? — As a matter of calculation, 
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B Mar. IB30. I should think the expense of the smaller ships would be lesS/ 

— exclusive of the advantages attending the large ships in them- ■ 
Capt.n.Alsagcr. 

223B, By what calculation do you come to that conclusion ? 
-^There is a great facility in the large ships in receiving the 
cargo as it comes alongside. It is sent from Canton in boats 
containing 500 or 600 quarter-chests of tea ; in the large ships 
they are taken in and put into their place immediately, for there 
is a greater extent of space to stow them, and they are not moved 
again. 

2239. Would not the freight upon the lar^e shipacome to a 
smaller sum of money than upon the smaller ships ?— The average 
freight of a large ship at present to China varies from £20 to £22 
a ton out and home, taking it to India and China. The tenders 
are by open competition, and the lowest tender is always taken. 

2240. What would be the freight of a smaller ship ?-— I have 
never sailed in a smaller ship, and therefore I am not capable of 
judging ; but with the harbour expenses in China of £2 a ton, 
and the various equipments, I can hardly conceive they could do 
it under £16 a ton, paying all charges. ' 

2241. Then would it be cheaper to employ large ships or small 
ones ? — In a pecuniary point of view I should think the smaller 
would be cheaper. 

2242. What would be the insurance of a vessel of the large 
class ? — I have paid myself £6 per cent, insurance out and home 
upon the double voyage. 

2243. Was that in peace or in war? — During the present 
peace. I have only commanded ships since 1817. 

224^. What would be the insurance during war? — Twelve 
guineas per cent. 

2245. Do you know whether the Americans introduce, by 
smuggling, articles into consumption in China?— 1 have not seen 
it, but I have not the least doubt of it. 

2246. Do you tliink they could supply that market with bene- 
fit, by means of smuggling, which the Company do not engage 
in ? — Under the shadow of the Company, 1 think they do often. 

2247. Do you mean that the Company assist in smuggling ? — 
No, I do not; but they make use of the Company’s name. They 
have not the Company’s sanction ; but goods are made up, as 
woollens, in the shape of Company’s bales, the Company’s marks 
are on them, and they are passed as Company’s bales when they 
arc not so. 

2248. Where are the goods unshipped ? — At Whampoa ; all 
ships unload at Whampoa. 

2249. Have you known any instances, within your own obser- 
vation, of this practice ?— -I have seen a bale or two in the Chi- 
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npse merchant’s hongs that had been passed as Company’s bales s Mar. 1830. 
that were American. * 

2250. That you knew to have been American? — They were 
pointed out to me as American, and they were not quite correctly 
marked, and I have not the least doubt that they were American. 

2251. Is it the general practice with the Americans to dispose 
of their outward investments and manufactured goods with a 
view of smuggling into China, and by whom arc they smuggled ? 

— 1 am not aware jhat the Americans can smuggle cargoes into 
China. They tra^ openly like other traders to China, except 
in opium : opium is a prohibited article. But I am. not aware 
that the Americans are under any necessity of smuggling. 

2252. Do they not dispose of their cargoes to the Hong mer- 
chants, who smuggle them ?- I am not aware of that. 

2253. What did you mean by stating that the Americans 
smuggled under the shadow of the Company ? — If I made use 
of the word smuggle, it is perhaps stronger tnan I am entitled 
to use. I do not mean that they evaded the duties in China, 
hut that the parcels were made up in the shape of the Com- 
pany's goods, and sold a^such when they were not so. 

2254. Are you aware that woollens sent out by other sliips 
are not of the same quality as the woollens sent out in the Com- 
pany’s ships ? — There is not that care and attention : they are 
otlen Company's rejected goods that are lakcn out by indi- 
viduals. 

2255. How do you know that they arc not so good ? — By 
seeing some of them opened sometimes, and knowing that goods 
that have been rejected have been offered to me as a mcrcliant, 
and the same goods 1 have known to liave been sent out. 

225(5. Can you state the year when that occurred ? — It is. not 
fonfined to one year. 

2257. Can you give the Committee any instance of it ? — In 
1819, ill 182i, and in 1823. 

2258. Were those goods offered to you ^t a lower price than 
the Company had stipulated to give? — Being rejected by the 
Company, they were thrown back upon the merchants’ hands, 
and they were w illing to sell them for what they could get. 

2259. Was the merchant who offered them to you in Eng- 
land? — Yes. 

22G0. Du you believe that the goods rejected by the East- 
Indici Company afterwards find their way to China, and are sold ? 

— I have not the least doubt of it. 

2261. Are you aware whether they are sold for less than the 
Company’s goods?— Some I have known sold equal, without 
the bale being opened, with the Company’s mark. 

2262. How can they have the Company’s mark if they wore 
not exported by tlie Company ? — To aChiaesc it would appear 
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R Mar. 1R30. to bc the Company’s mark; there is a heart and 4 ; instead of a 

V there is an I, there is a C or an L instead of an E ; but to the 

English characters are unknown, and the appear- 
ance of the mark is the same to them, though not really so. 

2263. So that they have not the Compan/s mark in reality ? — 
No ; but it is what, at a short distance, a European would take 
to be the Company’s mark. 

2264. With this facility of imposition, is the Copnpany’s 
mark of any great importance in the Chines^ market? — It is a 
guarantee to any bale that has the mark upon it. 

2265. If an imitation can be so easily effected as to impose 
upon the Chinese, can the real mark be of any great importance 
in the Chinese market ? — Experience may prove that they are 
mistaken in this mark, and they may begin to Bnal 3 ^ze it. I am 
speaking now of the early part of the time when they took it for 
granted that it was the Company’s mark. 

2266. Have the cases of deception to which you allude been 
numerous ? — If one or two came under an individual's obser\a- 
tion like myself, who had a great deal to attend to, 1 think they 
must be numerous. 

2267. If they are numerous, w^hat importance can you attach 
to the Company’s mark ?— >1 myself, as an individual, attach 
every importance to it, and those who are in the habit of dealing 
with the Company know it. 

2268. You attach importance to it because you are able to 
distinguish the genuine mark from the forged mark ; but with 
respect to the Chinese, whom you have stated as being incapable 
of making that distinction, what importance can they attach to 
the Company’s mark ? — They take them all to be the Company's 
mark, and they are taken up the country with that mark on 
them. 

2269. If they are taken up the country with the forged 
marks as well as the real marks, is there any importance attach- 
ed to the real marks ? — I can only say that they arc all taken up 
as real. 

2270. Supposing a case occurred in which the Company’s 
mark, either in reality or in imitation, w'cre not upon a bale, 
would it pass current into the country ? — I think it would be 
opened. 

227 1. How many pounds of tea do you reckon to be carried 
by the ton in a large vessel ? — The black tea and the green are 
different, the green tea being more bulky and lighter ; 900 cwt. 
I think, of black tea. 

2272. Wliat difference is made in the freight in consequence 
of going to India instead of proceeding direct to China ? — There 
is generally a deduction of SOs. per ton for the circuitous route ; 
30.?. are deducted for the double voyage between the two inter- 
mediate ports. 
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2273. Are the Committee to understand that the Company 8 Mar. 1830. 

can send a ship loaded with troops to Madras, and thence to 

China, for SOf. less than sending it direct to China ? — Thirty CajH.H^sager. 
shillings more. 

2274. Supposing a ship to sail direct to Calcutta, and another 
direct to Canton, would there, or not, be any difference in the 
freight ? The freight to Calcutta would be less than the freight 
to Canton^ because there are so many harbour charges in 
Canton ; but what tbe difference would be I could not say. 

2275. Would thei%) be any other difference than the harbour 
charges P — I am not aware of any other diilerence ; they are 
very heavy. 

2276. Do you know the present amount of freight to Cal- 
cutta ? — 1 have seen such variety that 1 can hardly quote any 
criterion. 

2277. You have stated that upon a large ship the harbour 
charges at Canton would amount to £1 a ton, and upon a smaller 
ship £2 a ton ; will you state what the items would be ? — The 
Chinese measure from the centre of the fore-mast to the centre 
of the mizen-mast, and frqm outside to outside ; the depth is 
not mentioned. There is a great space in a large ship between 
the centre of the fore-mast and the bows ; there is also a large 
space between the centre of the mizen-mast and tlie stern, 
which is not measured, and there is a depth of seventeen feet 
in the hold, whereas a small ship has only about twelve or 
tliirteen. 

2278. The difference then arises from the large ship not being 
sufficiently measured by the Chinese ? — There is a greater space 
unmeasured. 

2279. You have stated, that there is a great advantage in 
carrying on the trade in large ships ; supposing that to he tlic 
case, why could not the private trader carry on his business in 
large sliips also ? — The officers of the large ships arc trained up 
for several years ; they sail in the different grades during their 
various voyages, till the time they arrive at the command : they 
are better capable of undertaking the responsibility and the care 
of the concern than an individual put in there at once w'ould 
be. 

2280. Can you state wlietlier the officers of the Company’s 
ships import teas from India to China ? — Tlicy do in their pri- 
vate investments. 

2281. What quantity of tea does a captain import? — He is 
allowed fifty-six tons u}K)n a ship of 1200 tons. 

2282. What is the chief mate allowed ? — They are all stated 
in the book of regulations ; I think 103 is the sum total of Uie 
comm<andcr and officers. 

2283. From whom do the officers of the Company’s shijis 
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H Mar. I8.i0. purchase their tea ? — Generally of Hong merchants, if we can 
get them. 

iapt.lt,Jlsaii(/. 22S4j Do you often find difficulty in getting them from the 
Hong merchants ?— Not a great difficulty; we like that the 
person who secures our ships should buy our cargo. 

2285. Do they often purchase tea from the outside mer- 
chants ? — I have never purchased tea from the outside mer- 
chants. 1 have heard tnat officers have done it sometimes for 
barter, at great risk, and at great loss in quality. When they 
have returned to China, the person has . hot been found that 
they bought the tea from. 

2286. * Are all the younger officers competent to the manage- 
ment of that transaction ? — The duty of their office requires too 
niuc h attention generally for them to engage much in trade ; 
and, as such, generally the commander has paid them a cer- 
tain sum for their investment. 

2287. What does he pay, commonly speaking, for their ton- 
nage ? — It varies according to the amount of investment in 
China, and the (fifficulty of remitting home, from £20 to £40 
a ton 

2288. lias it ever been higher than £40 a ton ? — I have never 
paid more. 

2289. Wliat is the amount of per-centage paid by the Com- 
pany’s officers to the Company? — I do not know : upon the ton 
it is about 25 per cent. 

2290. Was it not larger formerly than it is now? — It was 33 
foi nierly. 

2291. When did the reduction take place ? — I am not very 
competent to speak to the time : 1 suppose ten years. It was 
previous to my being a commander, 

2292. Can you state the amount of the tea annually exported 
by the officers* privilege ? — It varies very much ; bi‘cause an 
officer that has a large capital cannot aflbrd to invest his caj)itid 
in tea, because tea embraces but a small sum. 

2293. Did you ever know it amount to 2,000.000 of pounds 
in any one year ? — I cannot answer that. 

2294. Have you ever had any bad tea delivered toyou?~l 
have always dealt with the Hong merchants, and I have never 
had any bad tea, I have been very fortunate in that respect. A 
number of my brother officers, that have dealt with the outside 
merchants, have suffered greatly from having bad tea. 

2295. Will you mention an instance in which an officer has 
liad bad tea sold to him by an outside merchant 1 think 1 
recollect Captain Nairnc is one. 

2296. In what year was that?— 1822 or 1824, I believe. 

2297. Where is the tea so brought by the officers sold? — At 
the East-lndia Company’s sales. 
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2298. How soon after the arrival of any ship is the privileged 8 Mai. 1830. 

" tea disposed of? — At the very first quarterly sale afterwards, ^ ^ 

. - 2299. Have you ever known any of the privileged teas rc- » • 

’fused by the buyers? — None of my own; and, speaking per- 
sonally, I know of none. 1 have heard of others, but 1 cannot 
speak to individual cases. 

2300. You cannot then speak of the extent of it ? — No. 

2301. Do you consider that privileged tea is of better or 
worse quality than what is purchased by the Ctanpan}'^ ? — VVe 
are very often glad to take what the Company has rejected, 
and 1 think the tea' is a grade lower. 

2302. Does it sell for less in the sales at the India-floiise ? — 

Sometimes we buy it in smaller boxes, and that is an advan- 
tage ; but 1 think, generally speaking, it fetches rather le^s 
than more. 

2303. Do you deal entirely yourselves, or do you deal through 
the Company’s Factory in ("hina?— Entirely ourselves. 

2304. Could you state, upon an average of your several 
voyages, what profit the tea so imported by privilege has given ? 

— The last voyage I gained but little or nothing by the tea ; 
that is, if I reckon the dollar at 5s. The dollar is considerecl 
as current at 5s, in Canton, though it is worth only 4^. 1c/.; but 
if we make it 5<f. home, w’e consider ourselves fortunate. We 
sell our outward investments by the dollar at 5s , and then if 
we get our inonc} home at 5s, wc consider ourselves foitunate. 

This last time I scarcely did that. 

2305. If the dolljir is worth As, Id,, and ^oii get it home at 
5s., is not that getting a |}rofit of nearly 25 per cL*nt. ? — I'Jien 
wc* reckon the same upon the outward investment upon the 
dollar w'heu it is not so. 

2306. Then, in reality, taking the ])Oiind sterling you disburse, 
ifnd the pound sterling you realize, what is, upon an average, 
the profit of the privileged trade? — If it is ten per cent., upon 
the money invested, 1 consider that a very good return indeed. 

2307. Have the w oolleii goods you took out been profitable 
or not ?--By no means ; 1 have lost by them. 

2308. Were tlie gnods that you lost by, the rejeeted goods ol' 
which you spoke/ — ^»onie were- 

2309. Are the rejected goods of the Company commonly to 
beho light in London ? — I think they may be. 

2310. Wha^ is the sort of tea that the Company’s officers 
generally bring over? — It vai'ics according to the individuars 
choice. 

2311. Is it commonly tea of the lower price, or of the liigher 
price? — Lately it has been the lower price: some time ago it 
was rather in the highest priced teas ; but people do not buy 
the highest priced teas now^ 

2 k 
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2312. When you say you are content with ten per cent, 
profit, what allowance do you make for the freight in. that? — 
If I purchase freight, I reckon that in as charges of merchan- 
dize ; if it is my own privilege, 1 do not reckon it. 

2313. How do you reckon it? — I reckon it in the privileges 
and allowances of the voyage. 

2314>. So that, even including your privilege of freight, still 
your voyage does not give you more than 10 per cent. ?— I am 
speaking of the bringing the tea home. If I speak individually, 
I have been more fortunate than perhaps 1 deserve : there are 
other individuals who have suffered, and perhaps lost money by 
it. 1 should say the average does not admit that. 

2315. You mean to say that, according to your judgment, 
and what you have heard from your brother officers in the same 
trade, 10 per cent, is as much as is made home, throwing in the 
freight for nothing ? — Yes, 1 should think it was. If 1 brought 
forward unfortunate instances, there are several commanders 
who have gone there four or five voyages, and they are bank- 
rupts from having been unfortunate in their trade. 1 should 
think that where one man has succeeded, five almost have failed 
in making that. 

2316. Notwithstanding they had a great portion of the freight 
for nothing ? — Yes. 

2317. How comes it that the Company, paying a very heav^ 

freight, make a very profitable trade with China ; while their 
officers, who do their own business, getting the freight for 
nothing at all, should make it answer so ill ?— W^e have a large 
accumulation of goods sometimes in China that we arc glad to 
sell ; and there is a difficulty in remitting our money home. 
We have more capital, generally, than we can put in our privi- 
lege, therefore we are very glad to select those articles in which 
we can invest the greatest sum. ‘ 

2318. You have stated that the average freight of ships is 
from £20 to £23 ; are you aware that there are ships now em- 
ployed by the Company receiving £21 a ton ? — I am not aware 
of it. 

2319. You have commanded one of the Company’s own 
ships ? — I have. 

2320. How many ships have they? — Eight. 

2321. Are you aware what is the rate of freight per ton, out 
and home, on the Company’s own ships? — No, I am not aware. 

2322. Do you suppose they sail cheaper than they could be 
contracted for ? — I am not prepared to answer upon that point. 

2323. You have stated considerable losses which have been 
suffered by commanders of those ships ; can you state wJiethcr, 
upon a voyage to China, a commander of a Company's ship is 
not expected to make from £10,000 to £20,000?— I have 
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heard of such things, I do not believe them ; I had no experience 8 Mar. 1830. 
to that .extent myself. 

C(ipttR,AlsoneT, 

2324. Have you never heard that £30,000 have been made ? 

—I have heard of men speculating in a particular article, by 
which they were either ruined or made ; but 1 do not consider 
that a criterion of the general merchant. 

2325. Could you give the Committee any idea of the average 
of five voyages?— A. double voyage is considered a great ad- 
vantage, from the circumstance of getting passengers, and 
turning our capital three times; and, generally speaking, I 
should say if a commander were on those voyages to clear 
£5,000, 1 think he is a very fortunate man indeed : but I should 
say there are many that do not make that. 

2326. Then you mean to say, that upon the average of the 
Company's larger ships, as far as you know, the commanders do 
not make £5,000 a voyage?—! should think not. We are 
traders singly upon our own capital, and perhaps we are not 
very communicative about it ; but that is the impression upon 
my mind. 

2327. Have you been from Bombay to China ? — I have. 

2328. What portion of the freight are you, as commander, 
allowed from Bombay to China ?— Two fifths of the ship. 

2329. How many tons will that be in a 1300 ton ship ? — 

About 500 tons. 

2330. What is the rate of freight per ton you receive upon 
cotton ?— There is a deduction on the part of the Company of 
£2 per ton from the privilege allowed to the commander. I 
have been very glad to get a little freight, if I could, to fill up 
this privilege ; but, generally speaking, 1 have lost by the 
cotton from Bombay to China. 

• 2331. Wliat is the highest freight you ever got per candy? — 

Thirty-two rupees. The Bombay rupee is only worth Is. 8rf- 
to 2^. 

2332. That is about 64 rupees a ton?— About that. 

2333. That would leave, after the deduction of £2 per ton, 

£4 per ton profit, which on 500 tons would be £2,000 ? — Yes ; 
but to get a little freight we are often obliged to buy cotton, so 
that I have had half frc?ight and half purchases: the latter I 
have lost by. 

2334. Is that every voyage, or only occasionally?—! lost 
two voyages out of three. 

2335. How do you account for commanders being so very 
anxious to obtain double voyages when they lose by them ? — 

There are more opportunities of gaining. 

2336. Is not a double voyage the first object to bo obtained 
from the court ? — No doubt it is, because it gives you three 
opportunities instead of one. 
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2337. But, in your opinion, they are very ofteii attended with 
loss instead of gain ? — I know it. 

2338. You have stated certain advantages which a large ship 
had in the China trade ; do you consider a 1200 ton ship more 
convenient to go up the Canton river than a 500 or 600 ton 
ship ?— The Company’s class of 1200 ton ships are fully equal ; 
they are handy and manageable, and I have never known any 
accident liappen to them in going up. I have gone up some- 
times without a pilot. 

2339. Does not a 600 ton ship load entirely at Whampoa ?— 
She would do it ; but as they have to pass the bar, they often 
take in their water and provisions below. A large ship could 
do the same, but it is not prudent to do so. I have known 
them fill up at Whampoa, with the exception of the stores; but, 
generally speaking, they go with a light draught of water, to 
avoid risk. 

2340. Do you consider it any disadvantage in a large ship 
not being able to load or unload at Whampoa ? — It is very 
triding ; 1 think the difierence is not to be mentioned. A ship 
could, if she chose, take her entire cargo in there. 1 have gone 
over that bar, having twenty-five feet water: our ships, when 
they go down, at the utmost draw twenty-one or twenty-two 
feet, so that there are three feet to spare ; but lest there should 
be any stoppage, it is not considered prudent to load till after 
they have passed the bar. 

2341. Since you have been trading to China have you not 
seen a class of very large country ships at Canton ? — I have 
seen several ships that were afterwards in the Company’s 
employ, 

2342. Arc you not aware that the practice now is to use 
smaller ships, and that they now employ 500 to 700 ton ships ? 
— "Hicre arc several of the larger ships that have disappeared 
from the market. 

2343. Are you aware that the Americans had one or two 
ships of 1000 or 1200 tons to China for a few vo3'agcs ? — 1 
recollect one. 

2344. Are you not aware that they have also given up that 
practice? — I am not aware of that. 

2345. Did you never hear in India the reason why the builders 
and merchants in India have reduced the size of ships trading 
to China P—No, I have not heard it mentioned. 

2340. You do not suppose, then, that it is owing to the large 
ships being found inconvenient? — lhave never heard so. From 
all I have seen, they like the larger ships ; I never heard any 
objection to them. 

2347. Have you any doubt that if they found it more profit- 
able to use larger ships than smaller shij)s, the use of the larger 
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ships vrould have continued ?— Whether the demand for produce 8 Mar. I830. 
was the occasion of’ their being smaller I cannot say. ^ ^ 

2348. Would not the demand measure the profits ? — I should ^ ^ 
think every individual is guided a good deal by his own specu- 
lations. 

2349. If the majority of individuals have abandoned the 
larger ships for the smaller in this branch of trade, have you 
any doubt that they found it more profitable to use the smaller ^ 

— 1 can only judge by my own experience ; 1 am speaking of 
the advantage of t1)e large ones. 

2350. Were you ever on board any of the ships that had been 
freighted to take teas to North America ? — I have seen them, 
but I have not been on board of them. 

2351. Of what size are they? — About 500 to 600 tons 

2352. Do you know what freight is paid? — T think that the 
two last ships were GOO tons, the Lord William Bentinck and 
the Kennaway : they were taken circuitously, and they returned 
by way of China. 1 think they were rated at ten guineas per 
ton homo from China. 

2353. Then it appearf that the Company are freighting ships 
at £23 a ton, and the other ships are going at ten guineas ? — 

The breakage and damage is very great in small ships ; £23 arc 
out and home ; ten guineas merely from China to America. 

2354. Have >ou ever seen any return of the amount of 
breakage and damage in small ships of 500 or 700 tons, as com- 
pared with that of your larger ships ? — No. In tlie Waterloo’s 
cargo, that I commanded for four voyages, the average had not 
been ten chests a voyage out of about 14,000. In a smaller ship I 
once was an officer, in the old Britannia, and there the damage 
was very great; she was a 770 ton ship of the old class ; the 
^lamage was from breakjige, and the small space tliat there is to 
stow the tea cargo in. The less the tea cargo is removed the 
better; and in our larger ships the teais placed immediately here 
il is intended to remain for the voyage. In a small ship the boat 
comes alongside with 500 or 600 chests of tea that must be 
taken out of the boat ; it is placed upon the deck ready for 
stowage, and it frequently moved five or six times before it is 
stowed away. 

2355. Then the damage arises from tlicir taking the boat along- 
side, and not keeping it there till the cargo is properly stowed ? 

— They must not keep it alongside longer than the day, except 
at an extra charge. 

2356. What is the ordinary size of the boats that carry them? 

— About 500 or 600 chests. 

2357. Then one considerable advantage of ihc large shij)s is 
the facility of stowing rapidly the tea taken on board? — Jt is 
very great indeed. 
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8 Mar. 1830. 2358. Are not the owners answerable for the damage? — 

" I believe they are. 

( apt.Ii.J/sager. 2S59. How does it signify to the Company, if they get the quan- 
tity of tea they send home and the owners pay for the damage ? 
-»It is advantageous to the Company to have their teas home, 
and it would be a great loss to the owners. If it exceeds 
£3,000 the damage comes upon the Company. 

2360. Are you aware that in the large ships the damage ever 
amounts to £3,000 in one cargo ? — I have never heard, except 
by accident. 

2361. Have you ever heard of any such proportion of damage 
in any of* the small ships that have brought tea, having gone 
circuitously by New South Wales?— I have merely heard indis- 
criminately, that the damage was greater in the two small ships 
that I spoke of, the Lord William Bentinck and the Kennaway, 
hut I had not the precise quantity. 

2362. Why do the Company give £20 or £23 a ton for one 
ship, when they can get another for ten guineas, and when the 
damaged tea is paid for by the owners on coming home ? — When 
the Company open tenders for ships, the lowest tender is taken, 
1 suppose : if they could afford to sail* them lower, they would 
tender lower. 

2363. Are you not aware that that depends upon the condi- 
tions offered by the Company as to the equipment, of the num- 
ber of men, the number of guns, and the quantity of stores ? 
— Certainly, I am aware of that. 

2364. Is it not the case, that the ships which you have stated 
to be freighted at £10 from China for the North American 
colonics, have the advantage of taking what freight they are 
able to New South Wales, or any intermediate voyage? — I 
sup])o$c that in their calculations they reckoned up what they 
expected to make in their intermediate voyage, when they made 
the tender for coming from China. 

2365. What proportion of freight do you think a ship would 
earn on such a voyage ? — I am not prepared to say ; 1 have not 
made any calculation that bears upon that. 

2366. Would the Company hire a sliip to go direct to Canton 
and come back to America, at the freight which you have stated 
of £10 a ton, supposing that she gained upon the outward 
freight ? — I am not aware what the tenders of the Company 
were. I have now been retired from their service about four 
years, but I believe they have been reduced nearly every year. 

2367. Have not also ships bound on such voyages the advan- 
tage of freight from North America to England, or any other 
ports ? — No doubt that enters into the calculation, because 
several of them have brought timber home; but I cannot speak 
of that, having no local knowledge of it. 

236S. Do not tliose intermediate freiglits operate so as to 



SELECT.COMMITTEE of tub HOUSE OF COMMONS. 24-9 

diminish the charge of freight from China to North America? — 8 Mar. 1830. 

What calculation the owners make I am not aware ; but, of 

course, they calculate those advantages when they put in for 
the lowest tender. 

2369. Are they not advantages which enable a ship to be 
hired at a small rate ?— If 1 could get £2 per ton from America, 
of course that 1 should reckon an advantage exclusive of the 
tender 1 made to the Company. 

2370. Is not any voyage which those ships may make in their 
return to America entirely a new voyage, and may not a ship 
returning to England just as well take into her calculation any 
new voyage she may undertake either to America or ^se where ? 

— I think she reckons in every advantage during her voyage, 
from the time she leaves England till she returns again. 

2371. Having made one voyage, is a ship-owner entitled to 
calculate any subsequent profitable voyages which the ship may 
take, totally unconnected with the voyage in question ? — They 
may enter into specific agreements to take teas from China to 
America at so much a ton, and the remainder of their voyage is 
entirely at their own command. 

2372. Are you aware diat the Company have three classes of 
equipment for their ships ; the full equipment, which is called 
the Company’s regular ships; the second equipment, which 
consists of ships taken up after their voyages arc out ; and the 
third equipment of smaller ships taken up lor individual voyages : 
will you state what constitutes the difference of those classes as 
to equipments, first, for instance, in the number of cables and 
the number of sets of sails? — I will commence with the Waterloo, 
which was under my command : she carried thirty-six guns; 
there is room for more, but thirty-six is the number she carries ; 
in peace she carries 130 men as her complement, and five to 
cover casualties, and 10 marine boys. 

2373. Are you aware how many she carried in w^ar ? — She 
was built after the war was concluded. I should think she would 
carry about the same, unless there wxre some special service. 

2374. Then the Company continue the same number of men 
and guns in their ships in time of peace as they did in time of 
war? — Just the samc- 

2375. Do the ships carry their guns in the hold ? — It is against 
all rule and strict orders of the Company. 

2376. How many men is that per ton? — One man for every 
ten tons. 

2377. How many suits of sails did you carry ? — We have 
always one quite new, one nearly new, what we call one-third 
worn, and the other that has been the previous voyage, and is 
what we call half-worn ; there are three complete suits of the 
principal sails. 

2378. How many cables? — We have always two new hempen 



^50 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA ATJ^AIRS: 

8 Mar. 18:30. cables every voyage, and we have lately been in the habit "of 

using an iron cable ; there are generally three that have been 

CapULMsagcr. jjjg previous voyage, and an iron cable, six cables in all. 

2379. What number of guns and what number of men do the 
second class of ships take, those that have gone their voyages 
and that are taken to go one or two voyages more ? — There 
have been various reductions, and 1 am not competent to speak 
to the extent of them ; but of some that were taken up upon a 
reduced scale, the 1200 ton ships were reduced to eighty men 
and the officers were also reduced, but 1 cannot say exactly to 
what extent. 

2380. Were not the stores and other equipments reduced in 
proportion? — They were; and there was not that attention to 
the new equipment. 

2381. With respect to the third class of ships, from 400 to 600 
tons that they take up, are you aware what proportion of men 
per ton, and of stores, they bear to those you have stated ?— I 
am not competent to answer that question. 

2382. Are you not aware that they are considerably lower? — 
The proportion to China, 1 should think, on the large ships, would 
require very nearly ten men per 100 tons ; 1 suppose it would be 
six men per 100 tons upon some of the smaller ships. 

2383. What purpose do you understand is gained by carrying 
as many men in time of peace as in time of war ?— Our voyages 
are long, and wc are not aware wbat changes may take place 
l)etween our sailing and our arriving, and we are at all times 
ready and prepared for war- 

2384. Do you mean that the establishment of an Indiaman is 
the same now as it was in the year 1816? — The same. 

2386. Do you carry the same proportion of ammunition, gun- 
jiowJer, balls, and so on ? — The same. 

2386. Have you ever seen any ships in China without any 
guns ? — Not Company’s ships, except those that have been taken 
for one voyage. 

2387. Are you aware whether the sliips to Canada carry any 
guns.^ — 1 am not aware what guns they carry. 

2388. Have you ever known any of tiie Company’s sliips cap- 
tured by pirates ? — Never 1 was in China 'is chief officer of the 
Grenville, a 900 ton ship, at the time when Lord Amherst 
arrived in China, and there was only an American ship there 
besides ourselves, and I was applied to by an American in a 
small boat to say that his ship was in a state of mutiny, and that 
they had taken the ship from them ; that the commander was 
confined ; he had jumped out of the stern window into a boat, 
and he had come to me for relief. I thought the best way was 
to take a force sufficient to quell them without more resistance, 
therefore 1 went with two quarter-boats and regained possession 
of the ship. 1 then asked the commander what 1 should do* 
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witli the mutineers; he said he wished to have them set on 8Mar. 18;50, 
shoter I would have taken them myself^ for they were stout an r 

■men, and only wanted a little better management : but my cap- ‘ ’ 
tain was in Canton, and I could not do it without his permission ; 

1 therefore landed them on French Island, opposite Whampoa. 

That ship could not get secured till those men were taken up to 
Canton. I should remark, that the Factory thought I had taken 
rather a responsibility upon myself in setting those men on 
shore ; but 1 thought that in a case of mutiny 1 must be guided 
by my own feelings, and to relieve the ship and the officers from 
danger was the first- consideration, and therefore 1 only required 
a letter from the commander, exonerating me from responsibility 
in what I had done. 

2389. Where did you set them on shore? — At French Island. 

2390. Will you have the goodness to read the letter ? — The 
letter is addressed to myself, from Mr. Law, the supercargo of 
the Lion, and it enclosed a certificate of two American gentle- 
men, passengers on board the ship. The letter of the super- 
cargo is as follows : 

Sir: — Captain Champlin will have a declaration addressed to 
you, and signed by the t\^ American gentlemen who were on board 
the ship Lion, at Whampoa, when the mutiny took place on the 
13tli instant, and who entreated your assistance (by request of Cap- 
tain Champlin) to retake our ship from the mutineers, and liberate 
the officers, together with myself, then confined in the cul)in. The 
facts stated in the declaration above alluded to were all well known 
to me, and your very friendly compliance with the request of 
Captain Champlin, in putting us in possession of our ship and land- 
ing the mutineers, demands my particular thanks and acknowledg- 
ments, which I beg you will accept, and present the same to the 
officer of your ship who accompanied you. 1 remain your obliged 
and most obedient servant, William LaWy Supercargo of the ship 
^ Lion. Canton, June 28th, 1816.” 

The certificate which accompanied the letter was as follow^s : — 

“ We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States of America, 
do hereby certify to all whom it may concern, that on the 12th day 
of .Tunc 1816, wc took passage on board the ship Lion, Captain 
Adam Champlin, of New York, from Macao for Whampoa, where 
said ship arrived and anchored about two o’clock p. m. on the next 
day ; and that at about four o’clock of the same day, while wc were 
on board, a most serious niiitiny took place, part of the crew of said 
ship refusing to do their duty ; and when the said Captain and other 
officers of said ship attempted to enforce obedience, they were at- 
tacked with handspikes and other weapons in a most daring and 
outrageous manner, and driven from the deck into the cabin, after 
having received several wounds: thus the ship was in possession of 
said mutineers. The undersigned during the affray escaped from 
said ship on hoard some Chinese boats, and being requested by said 
Captain Champlin, we went on board thell.E. 1. Company’s ship 
Grenville, and asked for assistance to regain possession of said ship 
Lion; that accordingly Mr. R. Alsnger, chief officer of said Com- 
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pan 3 ''s ship, with two boats* crews and one other officer, retiirned 
with us on board the said ship Lion, flnding her officers stilJ con- 
fined to the cabin and the mutineers in possession of the decks, I hat 
said Mr. R. Alsager, by request of said Captain Champlin, and for 
security of said ship Lion, took out ten of the seamen concerned in 
the mutiny, and set them ashore at French Island (so called), which 
measure was in our opinion necessary and justifiable in said Captain 
Champlin, by whose request and particular desire every act of said 
Mr. R. Aisager was authorized and executed in the most prompt and 
friendly manner. In witness whereof we now address this testi- 
mony to the said Mr. R. Alsager, at the city, of Canton, this 23d 
day of June 181 (). 

“ George W, Sturgis-^Philip Ammidon'' 

2391. What was the name of the ship? — The Lion. 

2392. How many tons was she ? — Between 400 and 500 tons. 

2393. How many men had she on board?— I think two or 
tlirec and thirty ; I took ten out of her, and left them on French 
Island. 

2394. Have you ever known any other case of that kind with 
the Americans ? — No, I have not. This occurred in my own 
knowledge : I have no account of any .pther mutiny taking place 
in the river. 

2395. Have you ever known any mutiny or disturbance on 
board any English ship during the time you have been there ? — 

I have never seen one. 

2396. Have you ever heard of any American ship having been 
captured by pirates in the China or Indian sea?— There were 
one or two* small ships seen about Banca or Gaspar a little pre- 
vious, and not heard of afterwards, and it is supposed they were 
taken by pirates ; and I have seen the wreck of a small ship at 
Banca, that was said to have been taken by pirates. 

2397. Is it not frequent that eountry ships have been lost in 
that way ?— Not frequently, there have been cases of it. 

2398. Do you know tbe names of the two American ships that 
you think were lost in that way? — No, they were low ships. 

2309. Were they ships trading wit!* China? — I cannot 
exactly say. The ship 1 have spoken of, in which the mutiny 
happened, was a regular China trader, but 1 do not know with 
respect to the others. 

2400. Have you any doubt whatever, tliat the liigh freight 
paid by the Company for their sliips depends entirely on the 
large equipment tliey arc required to keep up ? — Tliat equipment 
niust be a great consideration wdth the owners. 

2401. Wlmt is your opinion, as a seaman of many years ^ 
practice, as to the necessity of keeping such large equipments of 
stores of every kind, judging from your own experience of what 
were brought back and what were used ?— Very often during tlie 
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voyage I have been able to dispose of stores to meet the ship s 8 Mar. J 8 . 30 . 

. disbursements, and I have been very fortunate in my voyage in 

not meeting with accidents, and therefore 1 have had a large ac- 
cumulation of stores on that account to dispose of. 

2402. From the intercourse you have had with the comman- 
ders of large ships, what is the general opinion you have formed 
upon that subject ? — 1 should think there is an abundance of 
stores. 

2103. Supposing you were carrying on trade on your own 
account, would yOu consider it proper or advantageous to carry 
such a large supply of stores as those ships are furnished with ? 

—As an individual, I might retrench those stores at a risk, and 
from a feeling that 1 was not to meet with accidents : prudence 
would not admit of any very great retrenchment. 

2404. Are you not aware that traders going to different 
parts of India from England go with very reduced quantity of 
stores indeed compared with the Company *s ? — Yes, they do. I 
have seen them sometimes meet with accidents, and then they 
have bought stores at four times the amount at which they could 
have got them in the original port. ] have been applied to once 
or twice, as commanding a Company’s ship, whether 1 could 
spare spars or cordage. 

2405. Do you recollect a Company’s ship ever having occa- 
sion to buy stores at a ruinous price, to repair damages?— I 
had very great damage when I was quite a junior officer : we were 
struck by lightning, and the foremast was set on fire, which we 
cut away, and to replace that foremast we had to pay a large 
sum. 

2406. Are you aware that typhoons occasionally occur in 
the China seas? — I am. 

2407. Have you not known a large portion of the fleet dis- 
Viasted, and stores of every kind purchased at a great expense ? 

— Lately ships have arrived in China safe ; but 1 was in a 
typhoon in the Neptune in 1809, and the True Briton went 
down near us. 

2408. Do you consider those accidents ? — Yes, accidents that 
no man can foresee. 

2409. Notwithstiyuling those accidents, do not the present 
class of merchant ships go at a much smaller equipment than 
the Company’s do? — 1 think they go with fewer stores. 

2410. Have you any doubt that they go with one-fourth the 
qqpntity of stores that the regular ships have ? — 1 know that 
small ships in the merchant service take cables voyage after 
voyage : and if they lie in the tier, well and good; but if they 
meet with a gale of wind in which they have to ride out, I should 
rather have a new cable than an old one, and feel grateful for 
the Company’s caution. 

2411. Does the quantity of stores affect the insurance?— I 
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think the underwriters have that confidence in the equipment of • 
an East-Indiaman that they never look at them. 

2412. Which mode of conveyance is cheapest on the whole, 
a Company’s ship uninsured and at a higher freight, or a private 
one insured, throwing in the premium ? — I can only answer that 
question as an individual. If trade is not worth an insurance it 
is not worth following. The Company has a very large con- 
cern, and considering the amount of capital that tliey invest, 
they are underwriters themselves on their own account. 

2413. Are you yourself in the habit of insuring goods in the 
Company’s own ships ? — Yes, I always insure full. 

2414. What is the premium?— Six per cent, out and home. 

2415. Are you aware that the Company took up several ships 
from 700 to 900 tons for single voyages two or three years ago ? 
— I am aware that they had been taken up, but upon what terms 
1 am not acquainted. 

2416. Are you aware that they have discontinued that and 
taken up a smaller class of ships for the India trade ?— No. 

2417. Do you recollect, in tlie year 1820, when the ships 
General Kyd and the General Harrisr encountered a typhoon ? 
— Yes, 1 recollect it, near the coast of China. 

2418. Did not they suffer so much damage that they were 
obliged to obtain stores of every kind ?— I know that they re- 
quired some stores, but I cannot say the extent. 

2419. Are you not aware that the greater part of the stores 
they had on board were damaged during that storm, and that 
they were obliged to get new stores when they came ashore ?— 
No, I am not aware of that. 

2420. Do you speak of the premium of insurance now, or at 
the time of your last voyage ? — I spoke of the voyages during 
the time I was a commander ; 1 think it is the same now. 

2421. Have you ever been on board a man-of-war, and do you 
know the proj)ortion of stores they take, as compared with the 
Company’s fully equipped ships?— I do not. 

2422. Are you aware that the Company’s ships have more 
than men-of-war ? — I should have thought not, 

2423. You stated your complement of men to be 135; how 
many of those men should you consider necessary merely for 
the navigation of the ship, if you had no armament whatever ? 
— 1 think the management of the sails and yards, and of the 
navigation generally, requires that number. 

2424. A China ship with thirty-six guns and with 130 men : 
what force should you say a ship of that description would be 
able to encounter in case of war ; would it encounter a thirty- 
two gun frigate? — She ought to be equal to rej)el an attack. 

2425. Would she be more than equal to any privateer ? — 
Certainlv, of the smaller class. 
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2426. What did you do with any surplus you might have be- 8 Mar. 1830: 

yond what you invested? — We were very glad to get bills on ^ 7^, 
England. > b b cu.pi.n.Au.&er. 

2427. Is not the Company always ready to take your money? 

— Sometimes the treasury is open, at others not : at some sea- 
sons I have known it not open. 

2428. What exchange do they give you?— The current ex- 
change of the day; the Company's bills are always preferred. 

2429. What was the least rate that you took the Company's 
bills at? — The vef*y last rate I took them at was 4 a'. Id. the 
dollar. 

2430. What did that dollar cost you ? — I reckoned it at bs. 
in currency. 

2431. Is that dollar worth bs. ? — No, it is not so ; but it is a 
mode of reckoning it, in the same way as we reckon the rupee at 
half-a-crown when it is not so. But if I present an invoice in , 

India of goods that I bring out, the buyer says, I will give you 
8 per cent, or 10 per cent., and he turns the pound sterling into 
eight rupees, and he calls it a per-centage upon the eight rupees ; 
whereas, if you want to femit that money home, instead of being 
2s. 6d. it is only about 1^. 9d. 

2432. 'What does the dollar actually cost you in London ?— 

It is about 4^. or 4s. Id* 

2433. If the dollar being worth 4^. you get bills of the Com- 
pany at 4<^. 7d. is not that a very profitable return from China ? 

— Yes, but it does not always happen ; the last two voyages I 
had remittances at 35. lit/, and 45. 

2434. Has that happened to you more than once ? — It hap- 
pened to me the last time I had remittances from China, in 1828. 

^ 2435. Have you not remitted dollars at 65, ? — No. 

2436. What is the highest rate at which you ever knew it? — 

I think the highest I ever heard of as an officer w'as bs. lOd. ; it 
was at the close of the war. 

2437. What has been the rate with rupees ? — It has been 2s. 

8^/. and I5. lOd. 

2438. Did you ever invest your money at so low a rate of 
exchange as you hkve stated, more than once ? — I did not invest 
the proceeds ; it was some goods remitted home by bill, and 
that bill was at 45. : but sooner than remit money at that price, 
had 1 been in China, 1 should have preferred running the risk in 
merchandize. 

2439. You have stated that you consider a China ship with 
130 men and 36 guns capable of repelling a small French frigate ; 
are you aware that the Kent Indiaman, fully equipped, with 
315 men on board, was taken by a French frigate? — The Kent 
was taken, 1 think, ’by surprise; llie number of men alluded to 
were two-thirds military recruits. 
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8 iviAf. 18;J0. 2440. What was the size of the Kent? — 800 tons. 

” 2441. Do you recollect the circumstance of a French frigate 

apt, i.Jhagcr. ^ sloop of war in 1810 attacking four Indiamen and taking 
two of them ? — No. 

2442. Would not a greater risk be incurred by individuals 
sending home their ships when it suited them, instead of a number 
of vessels returning home together, as is the case under the 
Company ? — Certainly. 

2443. What would be the effect of throwing open the China 
trade, in your estimation ? — It would he attended with very great 
risk. 1 could quote one instance that would bear a little upon 
the question. When I returned from India the last voyage, 
there was one of the ships that the Company took up for one 
voyage was sent out to China. The commander was a friend of 
mine ; I gave him a letter to one of the Hong merchants, Moqua, 
an intimate friend of mine also : he sent this letter up by his 
purser ; it was requesting Moqua to befriend this commander 
and buy his investment : he said he would buy it from him for 
my sake; but when the commander came up to Canton he was 
not in uniform. Moqua said, << Ah ! my friend, how is this you 
arc not in uniform ? * “ No,” said heV “ I am not entitled to 
wear it.” “ Are not you one of the Company's captains?” 
“ No,” lie said. “ Then,” said the Hong merchant, “ I know 
Captain Alsager, but I no can take your cargo.” He declined 
having any thing to do with him on that account. 

2444. Do the oflicers commanding the American trading ships 
wear the Company’s uniform ? — They are not entitled to do it. 

2445. Do the officers of country ships wear it ? — No. 

2446. Do you consider the Chinese desirous of foreign trade ? 
— I should say decidedly not. 

2447. What would be the effect of an increase of smuggling 
in the event of the trade being thrown open?— 1 can hardly say 
to what extent it might take place. 

2448. Is there any limit now to the smuggling that is carried 
on at Canton ? — Opium is a smuggled article, hut that takes 
place outside the port of Canton. 

2449. Do you not think that risk would be incurred w'ith 
respect to the regular trade in the event of a great increase of 
the smuggling trade? — I think that would lead to riot and dis- 
turbance, which would put a stop to the trade altogether. 

2450. Do you believe that the Chinese are aware of the nature 
of the East-India Company ? — I think they have the highest 
confidence in them, and they think them superior to any other 
power that they have intercourse with. 

2451. Arc they aware that they arc the governors of the 
adjacent territory ? — I think I have heard of their reluctant 
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acknowledgment that they are aware of their vicinity, but it is 8 Mar. I 830 . 
so vague that I could not speak to it. 

2452. If you had capital sufficient to undertake a voyage to ^tisu^cr, 
China in a ship of 1200 tons, the cargo being entirely your own, 

and the freight to be jC22 a ton, should you expect, from your 
knowledge of the trade, to obtain a profitable return, or to lose 
by the adventure ? — It is an enormous concern for one individual 
to undertake ; it is far beyond iny calculation. 

2453. You have stated, that if the trade was thrown open, 
you think it would soon be entirely interrupted, in consequence 
of the disorders that would take place; have you ever known 
the trade to be interrupted between the Americans and tiie 
Chinese? — In the business of the Italian sailor it was. 

2454. How long was it interrupted ?— I think the Americans 
got tired of it in about six weeks, and gave up the man. 

2455. Have you ever known the trade been interrupted by 
any differences between the Company and the Chinese? — Yes ; 
in the business of the Topaze, a man was killed by the frigate, 
and they looked to the Company to give up the men from the 
frigate that had committed the murder. 

2456. Was it interrupted at all in the year 1814? — I recollect 
there were circumstances which kept the ships at Lintin a long 
time, while tlie Factory hud disputes with the Chinese govern- 
ment. 

2457. Do you know how long the Americans have earned on 
trade with Canton ?— I cannot say. I recollect the Americans 
as long as 1 have been in the liabit of going to China. 

2458. Is not the country trade with Canton more extensive 
tlian the trade carried on direct from England to China ? — If it 
includes the Company’s ships, I should think it was. 

2459. Exclusive of the Company’s? — I am not prepared to 
say. The trade is very extensive, no doubt. 

2460. Has that trade ever been interrupted ? — I do not know 
that it has ; but the Lascar is much more under control than a 
European sailor. 

2461. Are those ships manned by Lascars, commanded by 
Europeans?— They arc. 

2462. You have stated that the Chinese arc a people eminently 
adverse to trade ? — I think they arc adverse to all innovation 
and all alterat'on. 

2463. Do you know whether they trade with Sincapore? — 

Lately one or two junks have been down there ; but whether 
it is with the wx'stern part of China, or whether it is Amoy, on 
the eastern part, I cannot say. 

2164. Do you believe that the trade with Sincapore by the 
Chinese vessels has .been con6necl to one or two junks in a year? 

— Sincapore is a very infant settlement, aiid I think w as scarcely 
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Jt-Mar, 1B30. known to the Chinese more than four or fivo years back; and 
Ca u R^sa er ju»ks that Came in we scarcely knew where they came from, 
. ' ‘ because, if you include all the coast of Cochin China, there may 

be numbers, but from China I scarcely know one. , . . 

2465. Did the Chinese trade to Batavia ?— Yes ; I think about 
two junks in a year. 

2466. Did they trade to Siam? — I cannot say: we often met 
with them in the China seas. 

2467. Did they trade to Malacca ? — I think I have seen two 

junks in the Straits of Malacca sometimes ; but to what extent 
the trade is, I cannot say. * 

2468. From what do you infer that they are a nation adverse 
to trade ? — Merely from intercourse ; whatever is new to them 
they set tlieir faces against. 

2469. Do tliey set their faces against those articles of 
European manufacture or produce which they stand in want 
of, and which can be furnished to them cheaper and better 
than the productions of their own country? — I should think 
the Chinese demand for European articles is on a very small 
scale. 

• 

2470. Do they set their faces against dollars? — It is not 
customary for them to do so. 

2471. Are not dollars an article of trade?— I can hardly call 
money an article of trade. 

2472. But of course, adverse as they are to trade, they do 
not expect to get the dollars of Europeans or Americans with- 
out giving something in return ?— Certainly not. 

2473. Then they are capable of understanding the benefits 
of trade, and of adopting them ? — Yes ; but they like trade in 
the old ways better than the new ones. 

2474. Do you happen to know whether any of the junks that * 
came to Sincapore ever brought tea ? — I do not know tliat. 

2473. You have stated that there was an interruption to the 
trade on the occasion of the affray between the crew of the 
Topaze and the Chinese : arc you aware whether the trade was 
suspended upon that occasion by the supercargoes or by the 
Cliinese ? — By the Chinese government. 

2476. Are you not aware, that upon that occasion the Chi- 
nese government addressed a communication to the commodore 
of the Company's ships, stating that if they would withdraw 
themselves from the influence or control of the select Com- 
mittee, the Chinese would trade with them, and give them 
goods, and carry on commercial intercourse with them ? — The 
Chinese did attempt to set the commanders against the Com- 
pany, to divide the interest ; but we said, we are entirely under 
the orders of the Select Committee, and must attend to them. 

2477. Was not the purport of the communication with the 
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.Chinese sent upon that occasion, that they were willing to trade fi Mnr. 1830. : . 

• with ihie ships if you would withdraw yourselves from the con- — “ 

ttol of the -Select Committee; in fact, that they would throw 

* open the trade, and give you cargoes and receive your goods ? — 

.1 think it was only a trial to see how far they could divide the 
English authorities there. 

2478. In point of fact, did they not offer to trade with ships 
independently of the Select Committee, if you would withdraw 
yourselves from the control and influence of the su[)ercargoes ? 

— 1 do not think it. extended so far as that ; it was a little 
inf^uiry to know whether we would act without the authority of 
the supercargoes, and finding that we could not do* it, they 
ceased immediately. 

2479. Did they not state, that if you would act without the 
supercargoes they would agree to trade with you ?~I think not 
as far as that. 

2460. Did not the communication convey a disposition to 
deal with you upon the terms mentioned.^ — I think it was 
merely a trial, without any sincerity, to divide us. I cannot say 
what was the purport of the communication. 

2481. Can you state how many tons bulk the spare stores 
taken out in the Company's regular ships would occupy ? — 

Water is the most bulky article. 

2482. The question refers to cordage and sails, and every 
thing else except water ? — The actual room that they occupy 
is very small ; it is in the lazaretto, from the foremast to the 
bows. If the object of the question is to ascertain how much 
cargo less is brought home in consequence of those stores, the 
stores are put where no cargo is permitted to be put ; they are 
put in the bows of the ship, in the orlop deck, where tea would 
be liable to damage. 

2483. Then you mean to say that the cordage and sails, and 
all the valuable stores, are put in a place where cargo is not 
permitted to be put? — It is. 

2484. Are you aware that some country ships have gone 
from Bombay to China manned entirely with Europeans, and 
traded there without any interruption whatever?— 1 was not 
aware of that. 

2485. You have stated that large ships have a great advan- 
tage in the port of Canton, with reference to the tonnage dues, 
from the mode of measurement being such as to leave large 
spaces at each extremity unmeasured ; are those spaces which 
are not measured larger in proportion to the spaces which are ' 
measured in a large ship than they are in a small ship?— They 
would be in proportion to the entire body of the vessel. 

2486. Does not the space which is measured, that is, the 
distance between the centre of the foremast and the centre of 
the mizenmast, and the extreme width, increase in the same 

2 M 
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B Mar. 1830. proportion as the spaces which are not measured, according to 

* the size of the ship ? — No doubt ; but then the depth is not- 

Cnpt.i{./iisngrr, reckoned at all, and therefore there is a gain upon the depth. 

2487. Is not the mode of measurement such, that the tonhage 
upon which the Chinese calculate the duty is as much larger 
in proportion in a large ship as it is in a smaller ship ? — Cer- 
tainly it is. 

2488. Then is not the result the same upon a small ship as 
upon a large ship? — No ; because, as I said before, it is a mere 
superficial measurement, and tlie depth is. not reckoned, where 
there is a gain of seven feet, and the two extremes are hot 
measured also. The calculation is made only upon the part 
that is measured, which upon a ship of 1800 tons is about 
4,000 tales, and on a 500 ton ship about 3,000 tales. 

2489. What effect, in your opinion, would the opening of 
the trade have, supposing the Company's trade to remain 'as at 
present, upon the supply of tea, both as to regularity, as to 
quantity, and as to quality ? — The supply of tea would be regu- 
lated ill a great measure by the demand. 

2490. Would the quantity of goocJ tea be as great in that 
case as it is now, or greater or less ? — I think a large demand 
would lead to the manufacture of a deteriorated article; and I 
think the Company would always have the preference of what- 
ever was ill the market. 

2491. You think the Company would always have preferable 
means of purchase, whatever might arise, as long as they were 
purchasers ? — I do. 

2492. How do you account for the smuggling having in- 
creased, of late years, very much, with all this protection on 
the part of the Company ? — I am not aware of any smuggling 
at all that has taken place in the Company’s service ; all that' I 
know of is outside the port, where ships are sailing amongst the 
islands, and their general trade is opium. I am not aware that 
there is any smuggling whatever in any other article. 

249.S. From what you know of the Chinese, do you not think 
they would be disposed to sell to the higliest bidder. Sup- 
posing the trade to be open, and that Englishmen could go 
there as well as the Company, w ould they sell to the Company 
cheaper than to any body else ? — I think the Company would 
have the best article offered them at a certain price. 

2494. You think competition in the market w'ould not affect 
the price ? — I think a large would, as in general merchandize 
1 think it docs. 

2495. If the demand for good teas increased by opening the 
trade, do not you tliink the supply would be increased in pro- 
portion? — I think it w ould open the ilobr to a groat deal of 
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deteriorated article ; Flow far the growth might be increased in 8 ivinr. JSOO. 
••the interior I cannot tell. ““7; 

Capt.Ii.Msager, 

. WALTER STEVENSON DAVIDSON, Esq. called in, 
and examined. 

2496. Have you resided in Canton as a merchant? — Yes, 

I have. 

2497. Will you state to the Committee, when you went there, 
how long you stayed, and in what business you were employed? 

— I first of all visited China in the year 1807, but stayed merely 
that season ; 1 returned to settle there in the year 1811, and I 
finally quitted it in 1822. • 

2498. Are you a British subject ? — Unquestionably ; I am a 
native of Scotland. 

2499. How were you allowed to reside at Canton as a mer- 
chant, not belonging to the Company’s establishment ? — I re- 
sided there as a naturalized Portuguese subject, and 1 obtained 
that naturalization for a space of 100 years and upwards. 1 
received it by favour from the King of l^rtugal ; I paid nothing 
for it. 

2500. Would you have been allowed to remain as an English 
subject, unless you had been naturalized or under sonic other 
flag? — Unquestionably not. So far from it, when I obtained 
the letter of naturalization I w rote to the then Court of Direc- 
tors, informing them that I had got such, but that 1 still wished 
to proceed out in one of their ships to China, and they replied 
to me that they could not think of permitting it. 

2501. Did they attempt to prevent your residcMice there 
when you appeared as a Portuguese subject? — Never; nor had 
I ever occasion to appear as a Portuguese subject ; and for 
obvious reasons, 1 never sought to do so. 

2502. Will you state in what character you did appear ?— -1 
never was, from the commencement of niy residence to the 
termination, desired to state in what character 1 appeared. 

2503. Was it known that you had been naturalized as a Por- 
tuguese ? — Perfectly notorious on the spot. 

2504. Do you not believe that it was on that account you 
were allowed to rerrfain? — Entirely. 

2505. What w'^as the firm of your business? — The firm of 
business, when I joined it, was Baring and Company ; it after- 
w^ards became Molony, Robarts, and Company, and afterwards 
W. S. Davidson and Company. 

2506. What Mr. Baring was it? — It was Mr. George 
Baring. 

2507. Was he a member of the Comjiany's Factory there ? — 

No, he was not ; he had previously rcsignc’d llic i;crvicc, and 
resided in England. 
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a 18.50. 2508. Had he been in the Company’s service ?— He had. 

ur K nntfuUca. 2509. Who were associated with you? — Two other Com-' 

' Esq. * pany’s servants, Mr. Malony and Mr. Robarts. 

**■ ' 2510. They were then belonging to the Factory ?— They were. 

2511. How long had they been established as agents at Can- 
ton ? — The house existed for many years before. The earliest 
member of it with whom 1 am acquainted is Mr. Fitzhugh, now 
in London, the present Lord Strathallan : Mr. Henry and Mr. 
William Baring, the brothers of Mr. George, Baring, also be- 
longed to it. 

2212. Iq what year did you join them ?*-In 1811 1 went out. 

2«13. What was the business they carried on when you joined 
them?— Agents in all articles the produce of India, but chiefly 
cotton and opium; certainly opium and cotton formed nine- 
tenths of the business. 

2514i. Then it is presumed that the Factory knew perfectly 
that you managed ttie trade in opium ? — That will require a 
little explanation. I mentioned that 1 was in China in 1807, 
during which time I became acquainted with all the members 
of that firm : in consequence of which, upon the East-India 
Directors depriving their servants of the power of carrying on 
the opium agency, they invited me to go out to China to 
manage it ; and the honil Jide understanding was, that every dol- 
lar that was derived from the opium agency should go into my 
pocket ; and every dollar that was derived from the cotton 
agency, which was still legal and allowable, should go into 
theirs. 

2515. How long had the Company allowed their servants to 
be opium agents ?— As well as I can recollect, the East-India 
Directors had capriciously changed their regulations two or three 
times ; I cannot say precisely. 

2516. Did they change them after the time of your joining 
the house ? — Yes. They afterwards deprived them of the 
power of acting as cotton agents ; or rather, they desired that 
instead of certain parties, who then acted as cotton agents, re- 
taining it, it should be carried on by them, or others of their 
servants, for the benefit of the whole Factoiy. Mr. Molony and 
Mr. Robarts declined to take it on that fdoting, alleging very 
properly, that as they were very often obliged to remain at 
Canton during the hot season to attend to the business, when 
the others were amusing themselves at Macao, it was not fair ; 
and it was upon that occasion that the house assumed my name, 
and all the business fell into my hands. 

2517. Did any of those Company’s servants continue partners 
with you in any portion of the business ?— In nothing whatever. 

2518. During the time }ou remained, did any of the Com- 
pany’s servants afterwards act as agents for any business ? 
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Never afterwards, till 18'i2, when I quitted the country, and 1 
have every reason to believe not since. 

2519. How many factories existed in Canton during the time 
you were there? — There was the English; the American had a 
consul, not a company ; the Dutch had supercargoes, and they 
had u factory also. 


8 Mar. 1836. 
/r. S. Davidson, 


2520. Had the Dutch company a monopoly It had ceased 
to be a monopoly, because the Company ceased to operate at 
the time of the war of the French Revolution. The Spanish 
also had a factory and a factor, but he resided almost entirely at 
Macao, as agent for the Royal Philippine Company. There was 
the Swedish, they had no business, and the consul* of which, 
Sir Andrew Ljunstedt, resided at Macao. The French, Prus- 
sian, Austrian, and Danish, had been formerly known there, 
but there were no consuls excepting nominal ones. In one in- 
stance they were British subjects who were the consuls. Messrs. 
Magniacs, I think, were the Prussian consul and vice-consul. 


2521. Have any partners of that house lately come home ? — 
Yes, the chief partner is in this country now, Mr. Hollingworth 
Magniac. There was an Austrian factory, but it was during 
my time always let to captains of the Company’s ships or others ; 
and 1 think there was a hong called Danish. The difference 
between a hong and a factory is, that a hong comprises several 
places of residence. 

2522. Were there any' other Englishmen under foreign flags 
residing at that time in Canton, beside your own house and 
Magniac’s ? — In the course of my residence I admitted a part- 
ner, who was the Sardinian consul. 


2523. Was he a partner with you ? — Yes, he became so, and 
is now at the head of that house, Mr. Dent. 


2524. Did you trade on your own account, or act as agent, 
<luiiijg the time you staid there ? — I did both. 


2325. Will you state to the Committee in what manner you 
managed the sale of the opium consigned to you as agents ? — 
Nothing was more simple. The ship on board which opium was, 
lay generally at Whampoa, at that time, about twelve miles 
from Canton. The parties who purchased opium of my liouse 
paid the money in fanton, and so soon as it was ascertained 
that the silver was good, which was done by shroffs I had for the 
purpose, they received an order on the officer to take the opium 
out of the ship. The purchasing parties then went down, gene- 
rally under the colour of night, and took the opium out of the 
ship ; that is to say, broke open the chests and threw the opium 
into bags, leaving the chests on board, because they were not 
so handy for their boats. 

2526. Is it within your knowledge that they obtained any 
orders or made any preliminary arrangements before they could 
go on board for the' opium .''—Decidedly. As far as general 
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report and general belief, they always had an understanding with 
the Mandarins previously to taking opium out : that is to say, 
' they required to* know how much money they should pay them 
on each chest ; and when this money was paid, tliose persons, it 
was always understood, gave orders that they should hot be 
molested. 

2527. Was it known in Canton that those ships had opium 
on board, although the article w^as contraband ? — It was quite 
notorious to all the parties. 

2528. Was it know to all the authorities? — I cannot -say 
that it was known to the Fooyuen or the Hoppo, but 1 do not 
doubt it. 

2529. Have you ever known any attempt to seize the opium 
on board of a ship lying at Whampoa ? — 1 never heard of such 
a thing. 

2530. Have you ever known more ships than one lying at 
Whampoa with opium ? — Many. 

2531. Where did they lie at that time ; was it between 
Danes’ Island and French Islands ? — Near both. They gene- 
rally chose the most quiet and seque{)tered spot ; because," as 
their anchor was likely to be down so much longer than any 
other vessel, it was desirable that they should be out of 
the way. 

2532. Are you aware that tlie custom-house authorities inva- 
riably appointed boats to w^atch those opium vessels ? — Certainly. 

2533. Then your opinon is, that the smuggling of opium was 
with the knowledge of the authorities there, and you never knew 
of any interruption to it ? — I have known interruption to it, but 
I have never known any difficulty on board the ship. 

2534. What difficulty have you known out of the ship ? — I 
have know^n periods when the demands and extortions of the< 
Mandarins were so high that it was not possible to sell opium. 

2535. Notwithstanding that, was any attempt ever made to 
seize the opium on board the ships ? — Never, that I knew of. 

2536. When ships arrive at Canton coptriiniiig opium, in what 
way is the cargo entered?- Opium is never ejitered : every shij) 
bringing opium always brings some other cargo ; that other 
cargo is always the cargo entered. 

2537. Is there any additional charge made on ships which 
lie there, as the opium ships do, the year round ? — I never knew 
an instance ; that is to say, I never was obliged to pay, but I 
have been plagued about it. 

2538. How long have you known a ship lie there ? — I do not 
remember any instance of a ship lying above a year, excepting 
one to rny own consignment : she lay ranch more, and it w^as 
about Inn* that 1 had a great deal of Inmble. It was a very 
unusual octunvnev and uouhl be likelv til\\a\s to gi\e trouble. 
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2539. Are you aware whether the Hong merchants have any 8 Mar.*l8:{0. 

thing to do in the opium trade ? — I am afraid some of them 

have had : I knew one very well who was too ready to deal in ff'^-S.DavUlsor^ 
it : I. never dealt with him myself, because I did not approve 

of it, but I believe he has dealt frequently in it. 

2540. Does that Ilong merchant still belong to the Hong ?— 

Tlie Hong merchant to whom I alluded no longer belongs to 
the Hong. 

2541. Are the Hong merchants changed from time to time? 

— I have never known them changed, except by death, or bank- 
ruptcy, or banishment. 

2542. Arc you aware whether they pay any sum of money 
to obtain the privilege of the Hong ? — 1 do not know it, but 1 
have no doubt of it. 1 believe that nothing is to be obtained 
in China without paying the authorities. 

2543. Have 3 mu any doubt that any thing may be obtained in 
China on paying fur it ? — There are very few things that may 
not, I believe. 

2544. Will you state generally what the rate of commission 
on doing business at Canton was in your time ? — Generally, in 
iny time, commissions wCre reduced ; and which I believe is the 
the usual practice in all countries where trade is extending, and 
where it begins very high. Oft cotton I never knew it below 
three per cent. ; on opium 1 knew it five per cent., and it be- 
came three. There were many parties in China who did^busi- 
ness on much smaller commissions than this. My house made 
a rule of never doing so, by which means we lost a great deal of 
business. 

2.545. Had you, during the whole time you remained there, 
ever any trouble yourself on account of being an agent for 
opium ? — I w'as in a constant sea of trouble. 

• 254G. With the Chinese authorities?--! never had occasion 
to come into direct communication with the Chinese authori- 
ties: 1 avoided it, because it would have been of no avail. 

2547. Will you state what you mean by saying, that you 
w'cre in a sea of trouble ; what were the difficulties you met 
with ?— Constant interruptions, owing to the exactions of the 
Mandarins, which stopped the sales altogether in some in- 
stances. On other occasions, after the parties who bought the 
opium of me had paid down tlie money and had got their orders, 
it could not be delivered, and I was obliged to refund, because 
they could not make their arrangements ; and as parties in those 
circumstances are sometimes very unreasonable, in some in- 
stances they wanted me to indemnify them for the profits they 
might have got, when it w\is in fact their own government which 
impeded them. 

2548. Have you any means of judging whether the trouble 
attending tlie sale of ’opium is less now', since the ships were 
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8 Mar. 1830. removed froiti Whampoa and stationed themseWes at Liiititig, 
IT vvT"-/ outside the river? — I should say that I do not believe there is.; 
\ much difference in the trouble, but a vast difference -in the 

anxiety: because, in the one case, they were liabie.tQ seizurt^.* 
^ any day: in the other case, they lie in a spot where they can- 

defend themselves against any power that can come against 
them. 

2549. You mean to say, that the trade, in your time, whilst 
the ships lay at Whampoa, was more difficult than it is now ?— 
More full of anxiety. There was no diffiqiilty in it ; it was a 
very good business. 

2550. Did you ever know of any other articles except opium 
being smuggled ? — I have heard of a great many, but I never 
smuggled any other articles myself in the import trade. 

2551. With regard to the exports?— In exports 1 smuggled 
very largely of silver, because it was a prohibited article as well 
as opium ; and so was tutenaguc, I believe : and the rule which 
guided me was, that I would smuggle the articles which were 
prohibited, but not those upon which a direct duty was laid. 

2552. Can you state what was the number of chests of opium 
imported at Canton in your time ?— The quantity varied : on 
general recollection, I think I may say 6,000 or 7,(foo chests. 

2553. How many pounds does a chest contain ? — I think a 
chest contains two maunds of 82 pounds each; that is, 164 
pounds, or it may be two maunds of 74 pounds each. 

2554. What was the average price you sold it for ? — I think I 
have known the price vary from 1,200 dollars to 2,400 dollars. 

2555. Arc you aware that the trade to China has now increased 
to 13,000 or 14,000 chests ? — So I have heard of late years, and 
I have no doubt of it. 

2556. What was the value of the opium you have stated ?-•- 
From 8,000,000 to 12,000,000 of dollars, between 2,000,000 and 
3,000,000 sterling. 

2.557. Was all the opium tliat you received Company's opium, 
or w^as there any Turkey opium ? — There -.vas Turkey opium. 

2558. What proportion to the quantity of Company's ?—l am 
not prepared to say, nor can I find amongst my papers sufficient 
data to give that conclusion. 

2559. You have stated that you smuggled silver, did you ever 
apply for a chop for permission to export it? — Never. 

2560. Do you know that the Company have exported silver ? 
— Yes ; 1 have heard so. 

2561. Do you know wdicther they received a chop permitting 
them to export it ? — I have no doubt of it ; I am convinced they 
would not hazard the doing it w^ithout. 

2562. What responsibility did you consider to attach to you as 
an agent, selling a prohibited article like opium ?— In a pecu- 
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Tiiatyiwint of view, I ncwr considered it was a responsibility Aat 8 Msr.1 830. 
cou)d‘-be valued ; nor did I ever charge, or pretend to have a •‘•g^t 
■ to cliarge any thing for it. Personally, of course, every man who 
resides in China runs a great risk. The government, for instance, 
as* I have stated, knew full well that a ship was at Whampoa with 
a large quantity of opium ; that she was to my consignment ; and 
they might have imprisoned me any day, and said, till you pay 
100,000 tales you shall not be released. 

2563. Did that ever happen during your residence there ?— 

Never. 

2564. Did you ever hear of its happening ?— Never. I do not 
think that in the history of the trade there has been an instance 
of it. 

2565. What risk did you consider you ran in smuggling silver ? 

None whatever, beyond the seizure of the silver, with which 

they are always exceedingly well satisfied. 

2566. Have you known many seizures made ?— I have known 
some, but very few indeed, the parties are so exceedingly expert. 

2567. Upon whom did that loss fall?-lt fell upon the party 
for whom it was a remittance to India, either myself or my con- 
stituents, as the case might be. 

2568. Could that risk becortie a matter of insurance ?— Cer- 
tainly not. 

2569. Have you ever known it taken it as such ?•— I think no 
£uropcan would ever be so foolish to run such a risk. I cannot 
pretend to say that it has never been made a risk ; I never would 
have run the risk myself for any reasonable premium. 

2570. In your time did the Chinese undertake to put the sil- 
ver on board for you ? — Yes. 

2571. What rate did you pay them for it? I bought the sil- 
ver of them, and they undertook to put it on board. It was de- 
liverable oil board, and I paid them sometimes before and some- 
times after they brought me the captain’s receipt for it. 

2572. Then your own risk was at an end ? — Entirely ; except 
when I ehose to step out of the way and trusted them, which I 
have often done with all those parties, both in silver and in 
opium. 

2573. Do you meaq to say that you sold opium on credit? — 

Yes, I have, very foolishly. 

2574. Then it is presumed your opinion of the Chinese was 
very good?— It must have been so, when I sold to the greatest 
rogues in the country an article on credit. 

2575. Did you ever make any bad debts in such cases ?— Yes, 

I have. 

2576. You stated that some time after you sold the opium, 
the parties came to you to have the money^ returned, because 
they could not sret an order for the landing ot it ; is it an nmver- 

" 2 N 
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8-Mar. 1830. sal practice in getting this article on shore to get an order from 

the Mandarins before an attempt is made to land it?— I should 

jr, s. Davidson, think by no means. The parties who had my order for the opium^ 
' if they could evade the Mandarins, avoided paying them ; but 

generally speaking, 1 believe, they cannot evade them, and that 
they find it the surest way to pay them. 

2577. Generally speaking, is permission obtained from the 
Mandarins before an attempt is made to land the opium ? — I 
should think the parties generally pay in order to secure the 
safety of the opium: but I may be permitted to add, that I 
should think it very likely, in the case of paying too small a sum, 
the Mandarins might still seize the opium afterwards ; and 1 
should think that the parties, unless they were disposed to pay 
the full fee, would rather run the risk altogether. 

2578. Is there then any established fee ? — Yes, there is an 
established fee for to-day ; but you cannot depend upon them 
beyond the day, it is constantly liable to variation. 

2579. Is there always a price, in the nature of a fee paid to 
the Mandarins, which will ensure the landing of opium ? — Ex- 
cept at such times when their demands are so extortionate that 
it lb impossible to sell the opium. 

2580. What is the greatest payment you have known to be 
made to a Mandarin ? —1 know nothing whatever of the fine 
paid to the Mandarin. 

2581 . You stated that the opium agents are generally watched 
by boats from the custom-house when the opium is taken out 
of the ship, with an order obtained from the Mandarins: are 
those boats generally present ? — I believe the system has been, 
when they ha>c received intelligence from their chiefs, to 
1 etirc. 

2582. Arc you not aware that those custom-house boats arc’ 
moored astern and on the quarter of every vessel? — Custom- 
house boats are ; but I am not aware that the boats whose duty 
It is to seize those parties are moored there ; they arc far too 
weakly manned and armed. 

258.S. Are you not aware that those boats permitted the 
opium to be landed ? — Dec idedly. 

2584. Could they prevent it if they pleased ? — That does not 
follow ; they may not be strong enough. I have known instances 
of the Chinese opium boats o\erpowering all force, where it 
was a very large quantity, and it was worth their while killing 
and wounding men ; but generally they do not attempt it. 

2585. On such an occurrence happening, have you ever 
known any notice taken of it by the government ? — Never. 

2586. Besides opium, have not you purchased tea on com- 
mission'^— My export in that way has been but small. I have, 
howe\er, done it often. 
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2587. What was the commission you were allowed on tea ? 
—Three per cent , the same as on cotton. 

^S8. Generally speaking, did you not- buy and sell the 
different commodities of Canton? — Certainly. 

2589. Have you found any difficulty in your dealings, either 
with the Hong merchants or with the outside merchants? — 
I very seldom dealt with the outside merchants. I have often 
found difficulties with both descriptions. 

2590. Did they refuse to sell to you, or refuse to buy ? — Never. 

2591. What are the difficulties that you met with ; have they 
refused to pay ?— Yes, I have met with many difficuTties of that 
nature, having the misfortune to deal with bankrupts. 

2592. What should you say of the facility of doing business 
In the port of Canton as compared with other ports ? — ^1 should 
say it is greater in that than in any other country 1 have ever 
either visited or heard of. 


8 Mar. ifed/ . 
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2593. Have you ever sent teas on your own account to New 
South Wales or any other place ? — Not on my own account ; 
but I have sent them oi^ account of other parties many times. 

2594. Did you buy those teas by previous contract, or as 
you found them in the market ? — I have bought them both ways. 
When 1 knew that the vessel was coming, then, of course, I 
would buy them by contract previously ; when a vessel came 
suddenly with an order, and had to return immediately, I was 
obliged to buy them at the moment. 

2595. As a general rule, then, when you knew a vessel w as 
coming, you would provide the cargo by previous arrangement ? 
— Unquestionably. 

2596. Do you not consider that the East-India Company, 
by having a regular demand for their trade to England, can 
buy their teas cheaper than a stranger, who goes into the 
market with only a short time to purchase his cargo in? — Cer- 
tainly ; the Company buy tlieir teas at great advantage. 

2597. Do you think, if yo/ purchases had been large, you 
would have had equal faciliv,!;^' with the Company ? — I think, if 
ray purchases were equalh'^iiarge, I should have equal facility, 
if 1 were equally active ^.jd intelligent. 

2598. Do you consider that the principal advantage which 
the Company has arises from the great extent of purchases and 
sales which they make ? — Yes, I do. 

2599. Are you aware of any other advantage they have 
beyond their great punctuality and their great dealings ? — 
That seems to me to embrace every advantage that can be pos- 
sessed by a great trading company. 

2600. Supposing , the Company to continue to trade there, 
and supposing the trade thrown open to other Englishmen, 
with liberty to settle and reside at Canton, do you foresee any 
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many may arise. 
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I’lsq. 260 r. Will you state irhat diinculties you anticipate?—! 

believe that individuals would conduct themselves so irregularly, 

. ' that they would quickly become embroiled with the Chinese. 

2602. Have you ever known, during the time you resided 
there, any interruption, or any individuals coming in collision 
w'ith the authorities there ? — I think I stated before, that we 
knew better than to come into collision with *the government ; 
but we have had many grievances. 

2603. When a grievance occurred, in what way did you apply 
for the redress of that grievance? — During the whole of my 
residence I never had occasion to apply for the redress of any ; 
but I have heard the modes taken by other parties, which modes 
are generally understood to be by going to the Viceroy’s palace, 
with a chop, or letter, stating the grievances ; that is to sa}', a 
great collection of people, who are of the same mind, and who 
were generally labouring under a common grievance, forced 
their way through the city gate and made to the palace ; and 
when they succeeded, as they frequently did, the parties there 
were very glad to take their letter, and to get rid of them. 

2604. Do you allude to the Company’s servants as having ever 
done that ? — No ; the Company have the privilege, and a very 
great one it is, of communicating with the Canton government 
in Chinese ; it was gained by ncgoclation long ago. 

2605. To whom do you allude as having done that ? — Persons 
connected with the country traders ; but I remember on one of 
the most spirited occasions they were headed by a late Chairman 
of the East-lndia Company, the Honourable Mr. Lindsay, who 
got great credit for the manner in which he conducted the 
business. 

2606. Did he head the party as a servant of the Company, or 
as an Englishman independently of the Company ?— Decidedly 
as as Englishman, and not as a servant of the Company. 

2607. Have you ever known any of the Company’s com- 
manders joining in these proceedings ? — The Honourable Mr. 
Lindsay was then the Honourable Captain Lindsay, and a Com- 
pany’s commander. 

2608. Did you ever know of any of the Select Committee, or 
the persons belonging to the Company’s establishment there, 
joining in such proceedings ? — No, 1 do not. 

2609. Can you recollect the nature of the remonstrance they 
presented ? — I cannot ; I was not on the spot at the time. 

2610. Was redress given to the grievances.^— I think, gene- 
rally speaking, those petty grievances for which they sought 
redress in this manner were relieved. 

26 Jl. Comparing the time when you arrived at Canton with 
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the time when you came away, do you conceive *diat, on the BMar. 

whole, there were greater facilities for trade at the termination 

than at the commencement ? — Unquestionably. • * • ^whon, 

2612. Arc you aware whether, from what has taken f)lace 
since you came away, still greater facilities have been afforded ? 

— I have heard very little of the matter since I came away. 

2613. What do you consider to have been the cause of that 
greater facility ? — Privileges obtained by the exertions of the 
East-India Company’s Select Committee. 

2614*. Did that apply to the Americans? — Unquestionably 
I conceive the Amencans and all other foreigners have benefited 
by those privileges which have been obtained by the East-India 
Company, and, as I conceive, at the cost of Great Britain. 

2615. Arc the Committee to understand tliatin these remon- 
strances by individual Europeans residing there, that the Com- 
pany’s civil servants ever joined in them or not ? — I believe not. 

2616. You stated, that you were afraid that disturbances 
might take place ; have you ever known any interruption of the 
trade of any nation, except that Mhich has taken place with the 
India Company? — I Snow the American trade stopped on one 
occasion, in consequence of a life that was lost, in the case of 
the Italian sailor Majocci; I do not remember any other. 

2617. Then what induces you to say there would bo a risk of 
disturbance, when you know no instance of that having taken 
place ? — Because I conceive the Chinese would very soon deprive 
you of all your privileges, and the trade would consequently be 
carried on to the greatest disadvantage ; the parties interested 
there would be dissatisfied, and 1 think it is not going too far 
to say, that they would greatly misconduct themselves in the 
end from cruel irritation. 

261 B. Have you not said that it was your interest to conduct 
yourself quietly to avoid collision?— Certainly. 

2619. What reason have you to think that other individuals, 
consulting their own interest, would not act with equal caution ? 

Because very few hud so large a stake as myself. Smaller 

stakes make people less cautious. 

2620. Do you* not contemplate, if the trade were open, that 
the agency business would very much increase, so as to be worth 
every individuals attention ? — It is very possible it might. 

2621. Do you contemplate danger as likely to arise, sup- 
posing China to remain as it now is with regard to Europeans? 

There are now a great many private individuals in China who 

have much larger stakes than they had in my time. 

2622. Do you find that they come in collision with the public 
authorities? — I should think not. 

2623. Do you tnow Mr. Wilcox, an American merchant, who 
was there? — Yes, intimately. 
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, come in collision, except in the unfortunate case you have 

JF. s. Davidson, alluded to ? — Never. 

Esq, 

2625. How often have you known the trade interrupted by the 
English coming in collision with the public authorities there ? — 
Two occasions I have a vivid recollection of. The first occasion 

* was in 1814 ; it was the resistance on the part of the supercargoes 

to an attempt made by the government, in conjunction with the 
Hong merchants, to make the monopoly which they possess 
much more close and injurious to the English trade than it had 
ever been before. 

2626. That is, the Chinese authorities were anxious to esta- 
blish Co-hongs, so as to render the monopoly of the sale of Chi- 
nese articles greater ? — The nature of it was to give authority 
to the senior Hong merchants, that they should have a power 
to control the juniors, to fix the prices, and in short, to exercise 
a very despotic authority over their own body and over the trade. 

2627. If such had been established, do you consider that an 
increase of the price of teas was anticipated ? — 1 conceive that 
would have followed. 

2628. What steps did the Company take in resisting those 
demands ?— They resisted those demands, by stopping not only 
their own trade, but all the country trade. 

2629. How long did they stop that trade ? — As well as I can 
recollect, 1 should say about two months. 

2630. Have you ever known any interruption by any proceed- 
ings of country traders? — Never. 

2631. On what other occasion do you recollect any interrup- 
tion ? — On the occasion of the affair of the Topaze frigate, 1 
think in the season 1821-2, an affray took place between the 
crew of the frigate and the Chinese, in which some of the Chi- 
nese were killed and wounded, and on that occasion the Chinese 
stopped the trade. 

2632. Had the Company’s own servants any thing to do with 
causing that? — They were not the cause of it, it was a king’s 
ship. 

2633. Did any dispute arise about the price of black tea be- 
tween the Company’s Factory and the government ?— I am not 
aware of that circumstance. 

2634. How do you account for king’s ships, which of course 
are better disciplined, and under better command and control 
than any other ships, having been the cause of disturbance in 
China, when the country ships have not caused any disturbance ? 
— In the simplest way possible ; one party will take blows, the 
other will not. 

I 

2635. Will you explain what 3 'ou mean ? — King’s ships going 
to China, will of course submit to no insult whatever ; and there- 
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fore^ so long as they do go to China in the present ^te of things 8 Mbt. 18.10. 
they must embroil the trade, because I hold it to be quite impos- . 

Bible for anjr ship to be in China, and in contact, with nie Chinese, 
without being insulted sooner or later. 

2636. Are the Company’s ships ever insulted in that way ? — 

I have often heard of persons belonging to Company’s ships re- 
ceiving insults. 

2637. Then they are obliged to put up with the insults as well 
as others ? — Of course. 1 speak of personal insults, and not such 
as affect the honour and character of the Company’s representa- 
tives in China. 

2638. Supposing the trade were thrown open, and supposing 
the Company to exist as a Company without exclusive privileges, 
and supposing a consul, with a council perhaps on the part of the 
Crown, with powers to regulate the conduct of every Englishman 
visiting Canton, can you form any opinion what would be the 
result as to keeping peace and good understanding with the Chi- 
nese, as compared with what now takes place with the Company’s 
present establishment? — Supposing such a state of things to 
exist at some future period, 1 should say that, unless judicious and 
energetic diplomatic arrangements preceded such a change, the 
British trade would not exist at Canton two seasons without the 
most violent and serious interruption. My reasons for thinking 
so are these. The Company possess the twofold character of 
trading merchants and of a great controlling power : they can 
temporise, as they have done before ; but if the representatives 
of Great Britain emanated directly from the government of this 
country, I conceive they would be placed precisely in the same 
situation as the men-of-war have always been in ; that is to say, 
they would stickle for the honour of their government, and they 
would not be able to recede from their first demands, by which 
means the trade would be lost for two seasons at least ; many 
individuals would be thereby entirely ruined, and the country 
would be unable to reinstate their commercial intercourse with 
China without incurring a vast cost. 

2639. Have you not stated that other Europeans, when ag- 
grieved, have united together to demand redress from the Chi- 
nese, and have obtained it ? — In insignificant cases : I have 
stated that to have been done on petty occasions, not on great 
occasions, certainly. Such an attempt in the year 1814, when 
the Company made their great stand, would have been as futile 
as it would be for me to hold up my hand in this city for the 
purpose of extinguishing a great fire. 

2640. Have you found, from your own experience, that the 
Chinese people are extremely desirous to carry on trade with 
Europeans ? — Unquestionably, but in their own way. 

2641. Then it i^ the regulations of the government that you 
consider to be hostile ?— Entirely so. 
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2642. You Iiavli 8taCeil( that' during your recollection; and as 
far as you have heard; tio interruption has 6ver taken place with 

' the Americans, who liaV| catried on that trade for many years, 
except in the case of the Italian sailor ; have you ever known 
any thing of the kind occur with the Danish, the Spanish, the 
French, and Dutch, during the last five years ?— Certainly not. 

2643. Then are the Committee to understand that you antici- 
pate those difficulties from the supposition that irregularities 
would take place on the part of the traders there ?— That is only 
a part of my reason, which is correct as far as it goes, but also 
from the decided disposition of the Chinese authorities to en- 
croach. 

2644. Are you able to state whether the number of indivi- 
duals employed in China by the tea trade is very considerable ? 
— I liavc always understood so. 

2645. Would not the stoppage of the trade which you antici- 
pate be as important a grievance to that country, as the stop- 
page of a great branch of trade would be to any other country ? 
•^Unquestionably; it would ruin those engaged in it at the 
moment. 

2646. Do not you consider that would be an inducement to 
them to act on reasonable terms?— The government of China 
and the trading people are so very distinct, that it is impossible 
to suppose one motive actuating both parties. 

2647. Do not the Mandarins and the officers of government 
gain very much by the trade, both regular and smuggled ? — 
Unquestionably. 

26 18. Would it not be against their interest that any inter- 
ruption should take place ?— Certainly. 

2649. Would it not also be against the interests of the English 
residing there to produce any interruption ? — Certainly. 

2650. Both parties being anxious to keep the trade, on what 
ground do you suppose the trade \\ould be lost? — Because, as 
I stated before, representatives of the King of England could 
not temporize in the same way as the East- India Company have 
always been ready to do, when judged politic oi necessary. 

2651. You stated, that the present Lorjl Strathallan, and 
several gentlemen then in the Company’s service, were con- 
cerned in business in Canton ; did you mean it to be understood 
that they had any interest whatever in the sale of opium, which 
you desciibcd as having taken place? — I stated that, from the 
moment I joined the house, it was upon a clear understanding 
that all the opium agency should be mine, and that tlie cotton 
and other agency should be theirs. 

2652. Did they at all participate in the opium agency ? — I 
stated distinctly that in point of fact they did not participate. 

I bontijide profited by the opium agency, and they bond Jide kept 
the otlier agency. 
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Did you not state that die Cempan^ afteniraVds put a 
stop to their servants having an interest in we cotton a^ncy also ? 
— They submitted a proposition, that if it was retained by their 
servants it should be for the general benefit, certain parties 
being nominated by the whole to act. The parties then con- 
cerned in it declined the thing on those terms, and conse- 
quently I succeeded to the whole agency, none of the other 
parties in the Company’s Factoiy choosing to start against me. 

2654. Are the Committee to understand, then, that those 
gentlemen did nothing in the prosecution of that business, that 
they were not permitted to do as Company’s servants ?— Dis- 
tinctly s<W 

2655. Bafpee you joined the house, had the opium agency 
been equally divided between the members of the house ?-^ 
ynmia8|j||ii|ably ; but the opium agency was much smaller at 
tharchne tlun afterwards. 

2656. Had the gentlemen you have mentioned any concern 
in any business which they were not permitted by the Company 
to engage in ?— Those gentlemen participated in nothing but 
what they were legally and strictly authorized to do. When 
they were no longer authorized to do it, they most honourably 
gave it up to me, and the thing was done quite bona Jide : and 
the reason I use that expression is, that in that country it was 
by some supposed to be otherwise ; but 1 state most distinctly, 
that the opium agency profits were bonS Jide given up to me on 
joining the house. 


Martis^ 9^ die MarHi 1830 . 

Captain CHARLES HUTCHINSON called in, and examined, 

2657. You arc a captain in the navy ? — A commander in the 
navy. 

2658. Since the peace have you employed yourself in the 
command of any ship in the mercantile service ? — 1 took the 
command of a ship called the Bombay Castle, at Liverpool, in 
1819, and went to India, where I remained five years. 

2659. What was the size of the ship ? — Nearly 600 tons. 

2660. During the five years you were in command of this 
ship had you any intercourse with Canton ? — I went there three 
times, three several years, from Bombay, with cargoes of cotton 
and various other things that are sent from India. 

2661. Was there any opium on board the ship ? — Not on 
board the ship ; it is generally sent in vessels employed for that 
particular trade. 

2662. To what ports did you return when you left Canton ? 

Always to Bombay from China. 

2 o 
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2663; What were your return cargoes ?— They coiwist'ed'of 
tea, sugar, silks, camphor, nankeens, and a variety of other 
articles tit for the market of India. 

2664. Was tea any considerable proportion ? — No, tea is but 
a very small proportion ; it is chiefly used by Europeans, and by 
a particular class of people called Parsees. 

2665. How long were you at Canton in any one of those 
voyages ? — Generally about three or four months. 

2666. Had you the means of knowing whether the trade in 
which you engaged was profitable ? — Yes, I have no doubt it 
was profitable, more or less, at times : and as one proof of it 
1 used myself, not knowing any thing of the trade, to lend 
money to merchants at Bombay, who paid eight per cent, for 
it to Canton, and the same back ; and they made very largely 
upon it again, as I understood from themselves. Since I 
quitted India, I have heard that they do not succeed so well as 
they did ; but that was the state of the trade while I was there. 

2667. How was the ship in which you were emploj^ed manned ? 
— Entirely with Lascars, but with European officers. 

2668. Do you know whether any ships have been employed 
in the country trade with China that were manned by Euro- 
peans ? — I know of two, but I think there were more. Tliey were 
ships that had been bought by British merchants, but had been 
built in India ; they had the privilege of going to China. They 
claimed the privilege, and went with British seamen on board. 

2669. Supposing the privilege which belongs now to an Indian- 
built ship to extend to all British ships, do you consider that 
advantage would accrue from it to the trade ? — I have very little 
doubt of it. It can be but matter of opinion ; but calculating 
from what I saw the Americans do, I think it must be very 
advantageous ; for they bring goods from England and make a 
profit ; and 1 have myself carried goods to China from India, 
which have been sold with a profit there. 

2670. Supposing there were a greater competition of shipping, 
would not the expense of that trade probably be lower ? — No 
doubt it would. The freights are vpiy heavy upon the ships 
that go from India to China. 

2671. As you were three times at Canton engaged in those 

transactions of commerce, what should you say, from your 
opportunities of observing the character and habits of the people 
of China, as to their disposition with respect to intercourse with 
other countries and carrying on trade generally ? — They have a 
very great avidity to tr^e with every body they are permitted 
to trade with. The merchants of China are extremely eager to 
trade with every one that comes into the country ; more so than 
any people I have ever seen. • 

2672. Do you mean to say that (hey are a speculative, trading, 
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enterprizing country ?— Very much 8o ; beyond anyicthers I have ^ 
seen. . . 

Captain 

2673, As they are disposed to favour trade, and to be spccu- Hmchinson* 
latiye and enterprizing in it, are they dispo^^ed.to be accommo- 
dating, and to afford facilities in their intercourse ? — I think the 
people themselves are, in every possible way* The government 
take eveiy opportunity of extorting duties; but those duties are 
not changed ; and so long as you carry on the trade in tlie 
regular way appointed by tliem there is no sort of difficulty. 

Liverpool, which is one of the most expeditious ports for com- 
merce in England, is not to be compared with Canton for its 
facility. ^ lialf an hour you may conclude a s^e of a whole 
cargo of a ship and the purchase of another, and you have no 
further trouble with it ; with the Hong merchants particularly : 
the more creditable ones among them are very honest in tlicir 
dealings. 

2(574. You say that the government take every opportunity of 
extorting duties : had you ever an opportunity of observing 
whether other governments are slack in levying duties on trade? 

— Perhaps 1 was a little incorrect in the expression 1 used. While 
you adhere to the regulations they have made, you have no fear 
of extortion ; but if you do any thing at all illegal you arc 
subject to very great extortion, and this extortion their own mer- 
chants are liable to if they dommit any irregularity. They fre- 
quently make the Hong merchants pay fines for no real cause, 
but some pretended ones. 

2675. Had you any dealings with the TIong merchants? — 

Yes, 1 had, but not to any great extent. 

2676. Arc there other merchants, exclusive of the Hong, 
with whom you can deal extensively ? — A great many, and 
some have very extensive dealings; indeed many of them much 
larger than many of the Hong merchants, who are in fact nothing 
but a name. 

2677. So that you might have sold or bought a cargo without 
having recourse to the Hong merchants beyond what was neces- 
sary for securing the ship ? — Precisely so ; it is frequently done. 

2678. Were there many American ships at Canton at any 
period when you wqre there ? — Yes ; many come there every year. 

2679. Had you any intercourse with the captains or the super- 
cargoes of those ships ?^1 saw them frequently. 

2680. Did you ever bear of any complaint of any want of 
facility in carrying on the trade in China?— No, I never heard 
any one complain of any want of facility in carrying on the trade, 
as long as they adhere to the regulations of the country. 

2681. Had you any opportunity of observing instances in 
which the Americans had to dispose of British manufactured 
goods In China? — There were two ships arrived one season 
when I was there, I understood, entirely loaded with British 
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^ manufactures. I did not see the actual diqiSsal of tlieiD» but It 

^*8 well known that they, did dispose of them. They Were, I be- 
ift^nson, ^ a very good description, and consequently they did not 

^ sell so advantageously as those of a better description would have 
done. J had some in my ship at the same time which sold *at a 
good profit they had been bought in India at a profit, and they 
« were sold again in China at a profit. Those were British cotton 

manufactured goods; chiefly long^cloths and cambrics. Xhave 
taken woollen goods likewise. 

2682. Did you ever cany any cotton-twist to China? — ^1 

think a small quantity, but that trade had not t&n acquired any 
great extent.* ^ 

2683. At what period were you last in Canton ?— I was there 
last in 1824. 

2684. As the Americans carry on a considerable trade with 
the Chinese, do they carry it on through the same system of 
agency, and with merchants of the same diaracter as those 
who deal with the English ?— Precisely in the same manner. 

2685. And they meet with the same facility ?— Precisely. 

2686. From your observation of the Cjj^nese, are you of opi- 
nion that if this trade was thrown open in the same manner as 
every other trade carried on from this country, there would be 
a great increase in the demand for Britisli manufactures and 
British produce in China ?— I think there would ultimately, but 
not immediately. There would be some increase immediately ; 
but of course that, like all other trades, must increase gradually. 

2687. Have they any dislike to British manufactures?— Cer^ 
tainly not. 

2688. Do you think they would be induced to purchase them 
by the same considerations which prevail in every other part of 
the world, namely, their cheapness and their excellence as 
compared with the cheapness and the excellence of light 
goods, either the productions of their own country or of otner 
countries with which they trade ?— Undoubtedly. I see them 
regulated by the same considerations as other people now, and 
I conceive they would be when the trade was open : I can see 
no reason why it should change their natures. 

2689. Should you say it is a just distinction, speaking of the 
Chinese nation, to sa}' that the people are speculative and much 
disposed to foreign trade, although the government is professedly 
adverse to communication with foreigners ?— Yes, certainly. 
Tlie government may be said to be so far adverse to trade, that 
it is jealous of you, knowing what you have done in India, and 
It is apprehensive of your intrusion ; but so long as they may 
be secure that nothing else would be attempted, they are as de- 
sirous of carrying on the trade as the people themselves. 

2690. Although the government professes Jealousy in its iii- 
tci course with foreign nations, do not the servants oi the govern- 
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ment ^nity^lto thM intercourse, frotfi the consideration 9 uJ. leso. 
of the advantage they denve from it ?<^rcannofr* say that the —7-^ 
government does profess any such feeling; it is believed to be so, • 

but I do not know that they absolutely profess it.* . » c 

2691. In point of fact, are any difficulties thrown in the way 
of commerce by the servants of the government ? — Certainly 
not : tliey have every desire for it, because they derive all their 
emoluments from it. Almost all offices in China are bought. 

The Hoppo at Canton buys his office at a large price, and if the 
trade were stopped he would lose his emoluments, and he would 
have no redress irom the government. 

2i&92. Was there aqy interruption to the trade when you were 
at Canton, in consequence of any irregularities or difficulties ? -- 
There was an interruption occasioned by the supercargoes of the 
Company themselves. Some men had been killed by the To- 
paze frigate, and two men were demanded in lieu of them. For 
two ^ears they were told that the British Government would be 
applied to. in the third year they insisted upon a decisive 
answer as to those men ; they were told that they were men 
under the King’s controul, over which the Company had no 
power, and therefore ^bey could give them no answer about 
It, and the Company’s ships were not permitted to go to 
Whampoa, lest they should not afterwards be permitted by the 
Chinese to quit the country. Tliis interruption, 1 think, conti- 
nued for nearly two months ; and the Chinese, finding that the 
Factory were determined not to give up the point, at last 
yielded, and sent a message that the King of England might 
punish those men. The trade was then opened again, and all 
went on as before. 

2693. What year was that in ? — 1 think it was in 1822. 

2694. Are you aware of any other interruption arising out of 
the difficulties with the Chinese authorities, or with the Chinese 
people? — Not while 1 was in China. 

2695. Do you know of any interruptions that have arisen in 
the American trade ? — Not while I was in China ; but I have 
heard of such an interruption, on the occasion of an Italian 
sailor, who was on board one of their ships, having been sup- 
posed to have killc,d one of the people. 

2696. Arc you aware of any difficulty or interruption that 
has occurred in the country trade? —None but where the ships 
have committed some irregularity, and tliat has been but mo- 
mentary. 

2697. In that case, has the interruption been confined to the 
ship that has so offended, or has it been extended to the trade 
generally? — It has been confined to the ship that has so of- 
fended; it has generally arisen from some of the Lascars 
attempting to smuggle opium. 

2698. Has tlie interference of tiie government been confined 
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9 Mar. 1930. to the shipViot had been guilty of the offence? — Certainly^ in 
. cases of that kind. 

ftJdmZn, 2699; And the ethers hinre received no molestation ?— None . 

at all. - 

2700. Have the Americans any public officer at Canton 
transact their business with the government ? — There is an offi- 
cer there who is called the consul, but he has no power over the 
ships that came there. There are many nominal consuls, of 
different nations, in China, but they have no power. Many ob- 
tain these appointments as an excuse to reside, the Company 
having the power to send away all British subjects. 

2701. Is not the consumption of tea quite general in China 
among the native population ? — Quite so, so far as I have seen ; 
but having had intercourse only with a particular portion of the 
empire, it is difficult to pronounce positively. 

2702. Must not the whole quantity exported from China 
bear a small proportion to the quantity that is consumed at 
homc?-*l have always understood so from the Hong mer- 
chants. 

2703. Do you understand that if there^was any increased de- 
mand for tea there w'ould be any difficulty in supplying it ?— 
Certainly not. 

2704. Supposing any interruption to occur to the trade with 
Canton, from any political or other cause, do you suppose there 
would be any difficulty in the Chinese trading with Sincapore? — 

I am not certain whether tliere would or not. If the Chinese 
government discovered that you obtained tea by that means, it 
is possible that they might prevent such vessels going as would 
bring you a sufficient quantity ; but 1 cannot speak with any 
certainty, not knowing what their regulations arc with regard to 
their own trade. 

2705. Have you ever been at Sincapore? — I have been there 
three times. 

2706. Arc there any considerable number of Chinese junks 
resorting to that settlement?- I have not seen many myself, 
but I have always understood that six or seven go there in a 
year, and sometimes more. 

2707. Supposing the Chinese were to {git a stop to the exporl 
of teas altogether, arc you of opinion that the prohibition would 
be effectually enforced, so as to prevent its being sent to Sinca- 
pore ? — I think it is extremely probable that they would be 
enabled still to bring it to Sincapore, but I am not certain. 

2708. What do you apprehend would be the effect in China 
of a total prohibition of the export of tea?— It would be difficult 
to say- The Chinese government feel themselves to be a very 
rotten sort of government ; they know that the people are ready 
to icvolt in many of their provinces, and they would therefore 
be very cautious how they gave any cause of discontent to any 
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part of their empire ; but whether * die/ are p^nrtfeulafly afraid 9 Mar.Y 830 . 

of that part of it situated near Canton I cannot tclK ‘ There arc ^ 

•^meofthe provinces where they Iwre ^uch mofe •inclined to ijutddnmik 
revolt and to resistance than in that, particularly the province 
of Chichoo. 

2709. You are aware that tea can be exported from other 
ports of China besides Canton in Chinese junks?— Yes, because 
it is brought to Sincapore from other parts. 

2710. Is it brought from the lea provinces? — It is brought 
by canals to the. coast, and then put on board the junks, who 
bring it to Sincapore. 

2711. Are the junks that come to Sincapore with tea loaded 
at Canton, or at ports nearer to the growth of the tea ? — At 
ports nearer to the growth of the tea, I believe ; I know they 
are not loaded at Canton. 

2712. Had you any opportunity of ascertaining that the tea 
exported to Sincapore is of a good quality ? — I believe not, 
because a good quality is not wanted. It is for the use of the 
Chinese there, who arc of a very low description, and who 
therefore require only* very cheap tea. 

27^3. Do you think the Chinese government could more 
effectually prevent the exportation of tea than it does the im- 
portation of opium ?— Perhaps it might more effectually, because 
tea is a more bulky article. 

2714. From all its ports ? — From all its ports, in the same 
proportion as to the two articles, of course. 

2715. Is the exportation of tea by the Chinese junks to Sin- 
caporc an illegal trade or a permitted trade ? — It is a permitted 
trade, I believe. 

2716. Do you know whether the dut}^ paid upon the exportn- 
tion of tea in a Chinese vessel is lower than it is upon the li..e 
article exported in a foreign vessel?— -I am not aware whether 
it is or not. 

2717. Is not Sincapore too new a settlement for you to be 
able yet to form an opinion of wdiat effect that step may ha\c 
upon the trade of China T — Yes, I suppose it may he. 

2718. Do you know, of your own knowledge, where the tea 
sent to Sincapore is shipped from in China ? — No, I do not ; I 
only know it is not shipped at Canton. 

2719. Is it not shipped from ports nearer to the growth of 
the tea? — So I have alwaj^s understood; of course 1 have no 
positive knowledge. 

2720. Can you state wdiat the relative prices of tea, of the 
same quality, at Sincapore and at Canton are ? — No, I cannot, 
never having inquired. 

2721. Have you * heard whether, upon the whole, it is 
cheaper or dearer at Sincapore ? — 1 cannot say. It w^ould, of 
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9 Mar. 1830. course, be dearer than the same^'tea bought by the Chinese at 

^ Canton not 'exported and pa)ring no duty. 

happen to know whether the Chinese govern-; 
r- ment exact the same measurement duty and the same dues , 

' from their own junks as they do upon foreign shipping ?-«*l do 
not know. I should suppose not, from their desire to impose 
upon foreigners as much as they can. 

2723. Tlien, of course, they could navigate much cheaper 
in those junks than the foreign ships could navigate?— *1 should 
suppose so. 

2724. Is it not the case that those ships ftequently do clear 
out for one port with an intention to so to another if the market 
suits them ? — I conceive they would have no difficulty in going 
where they pleased, the Chinese government having no means 
of knowing where they went to after quitting the country. 

2725. What do they take back from Sincapore to China?— 
They take back tin, rattans, and betel-nut, if it can be ob- 
tained. 

2726. Any British manufactures ? — I dare say they do. 

2727. Have you a personal knowlerJge of this trade by 
junks ?— Yes ; I have seen the junks at Sincapore. 

2728. Are you aware whether the exportation of tea in native 
vessels is prohibited by an edict of the Emperor of China ? — 
No ; 1 stated that, as far as I knew, it was perfectly legal. 1 
never heard that it was contrary to their laws. 

2729. Is not tea exported from China to every part of the 
Eastern Archipelago in considerable quantities, for the con- 
sumption of those countries ?— I have always understood so. 

2730. If the trade be an illegal trade from China to Sinca* 
pore, would it not follow that it must be without any export 
duties ? — Of course there would be no charges but fees to the 
Mandarins, who will always allow themselves to be bribed. 

2731. But, to the best of your belief, it is a legal trade?— I 
believe so. 

2732. Can other parties procure teas of equal quality at Can- 
ton with the teas purchased by theFast-India Company? — The 
tea required for the Indian market is generally of a superior 
description to that brought to England, and is obtained very 
readily ; but, of course, the quantity of it is not so great. I 
have no doubt that any quantity of tea of any quality might be 
obtained by making engagements for it the year previous. 

2733. When you say that the quantity is not so great, is the 
reason of the quantity being so small that the demand in India 
is more limited, or that a supply in China could not be obtained ? 

— Entirely because the demand is limited. 

2734. Are you then of opinion, that the India Company, if 
they chose to contract for it beforehand, and to stipulate for it, 
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couU procure a b^ter* quality of toa than they now habitually 
import ? — I have always undentood so f^om the Hong merchants 
and the Chinese : but those finer kinds of tea, either from the 
* depraved tastes of the English, or some other cause, are npt 
relished in this country. 

9735. Does any quantity of that very fine tea come here ? — 
Yes ; there is some proportion of it comes here. 

2736. Are you speaking of green or black tea ? — Black tea. 

2737. Do you know any thing of the tea that comes by land 
through Russia ?— I know nothing of it but from report. 1 have 
always understood that it is of a very superior quality to that 
obtained this countiy. 

2733. tl^ teas you mentioned as being carried to India 
known by any particular name in this country? — Yes; Pahoe 
or J^ekoe is the finest of their teas ; and Pouchong is another; 
it is a very delicate tea, wrapt up in papers. 

2739. Have you ever heard at Canton that the Company pro* 
cure the best teas for the English consumption, in consequence 
of paying a higher price than the private-traders? — They have 
no rivals in tlie English market, therefore, of course, they 
obtain what teas they please. 

2740. Have not they rivals in the Americans and other traders? 
-.-Yes, but the Americans diiefiy take the green tea. 1 think 
perhaps they may obtain better tea than the Americans, by 
making engagements lor the tea the year previous, and paying 
a larger price. 

2741. Do you think the Company procure their teas at the 
cheapest price at which that quality of tea could be procured ?— 
No. I have always understood that they pay more for it than the 
same quality would be paid for by the private merchant. Some- 
times, when I have wished to purchase tea of the Hong merchants, 
they told me they must wait till their teas had been examined by 
the Company, and chosen, and then that they would sell me 
what remained. They always look upon their trade with the 
Company as their greatest aclvantage. 

2742. Is not the laigest dealer likely to be the best supplied 
with tea, and to buy it at the cheapest rate ? — I do not think he 
buys at the cheapest rate, but he will be the best supplied. 

2743. Having the greatest command of the market, will he 
not be able to deal upon better terms? — He could if he tried, 
but the Company does not try. 

2744. Why do not they try ?— I do not know : it may not be 
their interest. 

274.'>. With respect to that very fine quality of tea, do you 
know what would be the price of that as compared with the ^st 
sort of black teas thati come here? — If is almost at any price; 
1 have heard of it being as much as four or five dollars in China. 

2 p 
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y Mai. iH^o. 2746. Uo you know' the prices which the Company pay ftjr 

^ their teas ?— I do no£ know the prices. 

■ lUaJnnLn. 2747. How do you know that they pay higher prices than, 
^ individuals?-— Because, 'though I cannot state the prices now,. I 

heard them at the time,* and they appeared to me to be higher- 

2748. Might not the quality compensate for the price?— Ido 
not think it did. 

2749. Why not ? — Because it was not as good. 

2750. Did you examine it ? — Yes ; 1 have seen the teas myself. 

2751. Was the tea offered to you, tea that had been rejected 
by the Company ? — Yes. 

2752. You have stated that the consumption of India is the 
very hnest quality of black tea? — Not the very finest, but 
superior to that generally brought to England. 

2753. Did you pay a higher or a lower price than the Com- 
pany ? - 1 suppose that I paid a higher price than the Company, 
because the tea was very superior to that generally bought by 
them. 

2754. When you bought tea which you supposed to be of 
equal quality, did you pay a higher or a lower price than the 
Company?—! imagine that I bought it upon better terms than 
they did. 

2755. Why should the Company pay a higher price than they 
could obtain the article for? — I can hardly say. I suppose it 
must be from want of sufficient diligence in their servants. 

2756. Is it considered to be a very profitable thing for one of 
the Hong to have a share in the Company's trade ? — They look 
upon it as one of their chief profits. 

2757. Is the value of that share known — Tlie precise value 
is not known, but it is always considered more desirable to obtain 
than that of any other dealer. 

2758. May not that be on account either of the great demand 
of the Company, or of tlieir giving a better price ? — I have under- 
stood that it was on account of the better price as well as on 
account of the greater quantity. 

2759. Arc you speaking of black m green tea?— Of both; 
but in comparing the prices given by the (.'ornpany and by pri- 
vate merchants, I am speaking of black tea chiefly. 

2760. Is not the consumption of tea in India confined to green 
tea ? — At Calcutta it is, but at Bombay the consumption is almo&t 
entirely of black. 

2761. Did you ever hear that the value of a share in the sup- 
ply of black tea to the India Company by the Hong merchants 
was considered 40,000 dollars? — I never understood what it 
precisely was ; I always understood it was considered by them 
as a bonus beyond what they could get frem any private trader. 

2762. Supposing that an edict on the part of the Chinese go- 
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vcrnmcnt.coutd iie'^roduced, prohibiting the exportation of tea 9 Mar. iBiiO. 
from all parts "of that empire excepting Canton; would you not ^ 

consider that as a strong demonstration of the anti-commercial 
! sprit of the Chinese government ?-«-l should consider it as a 
'government not having very enlightened* views of commerce; 
bat it might be to guard themselves against smuggling from a 
great number of ports. 

2763. You have stated, that you, as an individual, could pur- 
chase tea at a cheaper rate of the same quality as the East-India 
Company, do you attribute that to your paying money instead 
of paying part in goods, or to any other cause ?— 1 can hardly 
say to what cause to attribute it ; I only say that it exists. 

2764. Do you know the fact, that an individual pays in dollars, 
and that the Company pays partly in goods ? — I know that if 
you pay in dollars you can buy upon far better terms. 

2765. Do not the Ilong merchants, when they have obtained 
a share of Company's trade, pay a considerable sum to the Uoppo 
in consideration of that share ? — I do not know. 

2766. Do 3 ’^ou know, when you yourself transacted business, 
whether any thing was paid by the Hong to the IIoppo on ac- 
count of that business ?-2-I do not know. 

2767. Arc there any goods that are reckoned prohibited goods 
in China exported by the country ships?— A large quantity in 
almost every ship. They chiefly consist of cassia and a coarser 
kind of silk, upon which the duties are too heavy to be taken in 
the regular way ; they are therefore bargained for with the out- 
side merchants, to be smuggled on board the ship, and it is done 
with as great facility as the regular trade, the Mandarins being 
all feed and permitting it. 

2768. Did you ever know any interruption to this irregular 
trade ? — None whatever ; it is as easily carried on as the regular 
trade. 

2769. Did you ever export silver from China ? — I have taken it, 
but that has been regularly shipped ; that is, I had a chop for it. 

2770. Is a large portion of the assorted cargoes exported from 
China, articles prohibited or subject to such duties that they are 
generall}’^ smuggled ?— Yes. 

2771. And that w’itli the knowledge and connivance of the 
IVlandarins? — Certainly. There is an island near Whampoa 
called French Island, where those smugglers live. Goods in- 
tended to be smuggled are sent to French Island, and you 
receive notice the night belbre at what hour the cargo will be 
brought. The Mandarins then surround the ship, and wait for 
the smuggling boat : when it comes alongside they send a man 
in a canoe to count the packages, that no more may be brought 
to the ship than they have received their fee for. In fact, their 
whole government is one system of corruption from top to bottom. 

2772. Do not you think that the facilities they afford to 
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smuggling aHse from an anxious desire to extend their foreign 
commerce ? — Certainly, in the people ; not in the govemment, 
of course. 

2773. In the officers of the government, do you attribute it 
to a desire to obtain a suitable remuneration in return fbr^the 
sum of money they have given for their offices? — Certainly.' 

2774. It being notorious that all those offices are paid for? — 
So I have always been told. 

2775. Do you happen to know what is the freight paid at 
Canton for the tonnage allowed to the officers in the Company’s 
regular service ? — It has throughout the different years I have 
known it varied from £45 to £60 per ton in the regular Indiamen. 

2776. Is that the price at which they can let out a ton of their 
privilege from Canton to England ?— -Certainly* I know it, 
because when I was meditating my return to Europe, I was 
desirous of sending things by means of the Indiamen, and I did 
not think proper to do it on account of the tonnage being so 
high. The captains of the ships generally purchased this ton- 
nage, and sometimes private merchants at Canton, for the pur- 
pose of making a remittance to England. 

2777. Did you ever know any difficulty in procuring silk, or 
any other article of China produce, to any extent that was 
requisite for the demand of the foreign market? — ^I believe 
sometimes there may have been a scarcity of silk, but never to 
any great extent. With previous notice there certainly would 
be none, from what I have always understood. 

2778. Do you think if there was a year’s previous notice 
of any increase of demand for tea, s^ one-third more than is 
now reejuired, there would be any difficulty in obtaining it ?— I 
should imagine not, from what I have always understood from 
the Hong merchants themselves. 

2779. When the freight from Canton to England was from 
£45 to £60 per ton, what was the freight from Canton to Bom- 
bay ? — The trade is generally regulated not by the ton but by 
packages in the country ships ; therefore I am not prepared 
precisely to say what it might have amoqnted to per ton, but I 
should imagine from £10 to jC12 at the very least. 

2780. Would that be a profitable freight? — Certainly. 

2781. Do you know what the freight was on board the 
American ships from Canton to Boston ?^I do not. 

2782. Does it consist with your knowledge that there have 
been any teas exported from Sincapore to other parts of the 
world ? — I do not know. 


2783. You have stated that you have known of British ships 
manned with British seamen having made a voyage to Canton 
from India : can you state their names and the names of the 
captains?— I know of two, certainly; and 1 think there was a 
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third. One of them was* the Partridge, and the nther was the 9 Mar. 1830. 

Hannah. The captain of the Partridge 1 do not recollect : the 

captain of the Hannah was named Haythorn. They were 
• between 400 and 500 tons. Hutchinson. 

2784. Do you know whether the trade of other nations with 
China derives any assistance from die Company’s Factory there ? 

*-Not in the least, I should suppose. 

2785. They do not interfere either to protect or impede 
them?* Not in the least. 

2786. Therefore .whatever is the state of the foreign trade 
with China, it grows out of their own arrangements, or the 
facilities afforded by the Chinese government ?-*£nfirely. 

2787. Did you ever have any opportunity of applying to the 
Factory yourself for any assistance or facilities ? — 1 never had. 

1 have known that other people would have been desirous of 
obtaining their assistance, but did not apply, knowing that the 
Company's agents would not mix themselves up with any other 
business than their own. There have been several instances 
where Hong merchants have failed, and the persons to whom 
they owed money not bein^ paid their dividends at the times 
appointed, have made application themselves to the Hoppo at 
Canton. They collected a number of their friends, and sat 
themselves down at the city^tes for two or three days together, 
till they obtained an answer. 

2788. Notwithstanding those occasional difficulties, you have 
stated that the trade with China is carried on with more facility 
than any oUier country with which you are acquainted ? — 1 
think so. 

2789. What is the freight at present from Bengal or Bombay 
to England ? — 1 had a letter lately from a gentleman at Bom- 
bay, who stated that it was £2 a ton, and not obtainable at tliat. 

2790. Supposing the freight from Canton to Bombay to be £10 
and from Bombay to England £2, the same goods that are now 
charged at £45 to £60 might arrive by this circuitous trade at tlic 
rate of £12 ? — No doubt ; but 1 imagine that the freight of the 
country ships themselves is now very much reduced; because by 
the same letter of information before alluded to, 1 understood 
that the country ships were going on in a much less prosperous 
way than when I was there. 

2791. When you were in the command of a ship, had you a 
supercargo, or did you manage the transactions of trade your- 
self at Canton ?— There was a supercargo at Canton corres- 
ponding with the owners at Bombay, sometimes he went in the 
ship. 

2792. Do you know what commission he received for the 
transaction of the business ?— I do not exactly know ; he was a 
native merchant, and their commission is much less than 
that of Euiopeans. 
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2793* Was he Chinese?— No he Parsee^ a nsitive of 
Bombay. 

2794<. You have stated^ that you believe the country trade 
to be in not so prosperous state as it. was ; can you assign ai^ 
reasons for that diminution of prosperity ? — 1 cannot assign ^y 
reason but one, that the chief article of export from India, is cot- 
ton, and the Chinese now grow a greater quantity of ' cotton 
than they did formerly, and consequently their demand for that 
is not so great : a less price is also obtained for it. 

2795. You have stated your anticipation of an increase of 
demand for English manufactures in the event of the trade being 
thrown open, should you continue of that opinion if you were 
informed that the Company already exerts itself without much 
success to stimulate the consumption of British manufactures ? 
— I should continue of the same opinion, because I think private 
merchants would carry on their trade in a more economical way 
than the Company do, and therefore they would carry their 
goods there cheaper. 

2796. Are you of opinion, from your observation, that the 
Company do exert themselves to the utmost of their power ?— 

I take it for granted, from hearing it ncyv asserted, but 1 do not 
know that it is so. 


2797. You stated that you conceive there would be no 
diificulty in obtaining additional quantities of tea, do you mean 
black tea or green tea, or both ?— Both ; but the black more 
easily than the green, because the use of green is entirely con- 
fined to Europeans and Americans ; consequently it would take 
some time to extend the plantations from which it is brought. 
Black tea is used throughout the Chinese empire, and what we 
consume of it is so small a proportion that 1 have no doubt a 
much larger supply of it might be obtained immediately. 

2798. Do you think that an increase of quantity might be ob- 
tained without any increase of price ? — I think it probable that at 
first the Chinese would demand a greater price for tea, but that 
would soon find its level, as a larger price could not be given 
with advantage, and of course, like all other things, tea would 
become reasonable again. 

2799. Do you think the quality of the tea would be affected 
by the larger demand ?— I suppose it might be, but* the same 
proportion of good and bad tea would come, I dare say. 

2800. Do you think as great a quantity of good tea would 
be procured ? — 1 should think it could. 

2801. You stated that you thought if twelve months’ notice 
were given any quantity of tea might be obtained; are you 
aware how long it is necessary that the tea-plant should be 
planted before it produces the leaf? — No. But my reason for 
supposing that you could obtain any additional quantity is, that 
our consumption compared with that ol‘ the whole empire of 
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Olina is SO sforall; .‘thatThave no doubt there* is sufficient tea 9 Mur. I83q. 
grown without planting any niore.^ ^ - 

2802. Do you know that as a fact ?~No, I have heard it from 
the Hong merchants. 

:28p3. Have you ever heard any estimate of the proportion : 

which the quantity of tea exported bore to the quantity con- 
sumed at home?— The Chinese are so ignorant of the state of 
their own country, that they would have no means of making 
such an estimation, and no European could of course. ^ 

2804. Is not it trpe that tea is the general beverage of all the 
population of China ? — Certainly. 

2805. Did you happen to hear whether the British* manufac- 
tures found their way into the interior of Cliina, or whether they 
were confined to the districts adjacent to Canton ? — They find 
their way into the interior, so far as the carriage of them 
will allow without rendering them too dear. They are very de- 
sirous of obtaining them, 1 understand, in all parts of China, 
particularly in many northern districts, where they require the 
woollens for warm clothing. 

2806. When the impqjrtation of British goods has been much 
increased, has there been any difficulty in disposing of those 
goods ? — I have not been at Canton when such a difficulty has 
occurred ; but no doubt it would occur, if there was a great influx 
of goods beyond what was required. 

2807. You say that tea rejected by the Company has been 
offered to you ; have you ever purchased any of their rejected 
teas? — Yes, I think 1 have. It has been so far rejected by them, 
that it has been offered to them, but perhaps not examined, not 
being required. 

2808. Was the price asked of you the same that had been 
asked of the East-India Company ? — I understood that I was 
asked less. I always understood from the Hong merchants 
that they expect to get a better price for their tea of the 
same quality from the Company than from any private mer- 
chant. 

2809. You stated that a private merchant could buy tea 
cheaper and better than the Company’s servants buy it ; what 
reason do you assign for that? -It would be difficult to 
assign any reason ; I can only state the fact as I liave under- 
stood it. 

2810. Are you aware that a proportion of the price of the tea 
is paid by the Company in articles of British manufacture, and 
that other traders pay ready money for it ? — No ; otlier mer- 
chants sometimes exchange articles of merchandize for their 
tea, as well as the Company. 

2811. Does not the difference in price depend, in some mea- 
sure, upon the thing given in exchange ? —It depends so far as 
this, that if you pay entirely for it ir money, you will get it 
cheaper and better. 
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9 Mar. 1930. 2812. You Stated that you had seen numbers of junks arrive 

at Sincapore, bringing tea and other goods from China ; do 

Jl^chinsoH consider those ju^ to be seaworthy ? — Perfectly so. 

2813. Have you ever heard of any great losses among those 
ships? — They are sometimes lost in the typhones in the 
Chinese seas, in which any ship may be lost. 1 should' think 
them more liable to be lost than an European-built ship : they 
are of very rude and primitive construction. 

2814. Do you consider them equally safe and commodious for 
carrying tea as other ships ? — Taking the seasons as they do, and 
sailing only in the proper monsoons, 1 see no danger in their 
vessels ; but, as general sea-boats, they are not to be compared 
to European ships. 

2815. You stated, that if you had dollars you could make a 
better bai^ain for the teas, than if you had goods ; from that, 
it is presumed, there is not a very ready sale for goods ? — 1 never 
found any difficulty in disposing of goods, but at the same time 
I found much greater advantage in having dollars. 1 think tliaC 
would be found in any other country. The merchant can do 
as he pleases with the money, but he can only do one thing 
with the article of commerce. 

2816. If the goods are desirable in the market, must they not 
be as valuable as money? — 1 cannot decide the point. lean 
only say, that it appears not to be the case with the Chinese* 
If he have the money he can buy goods or not, as he pleases, 
but if he have the goods he can only do one thing with them. 

2817. You say that you have sold in China British cotton 
manufactures which you have bought in India, is that trade car- 
ried on to any great extent ?— No ; it would sometimes be a 
losing trade. It has been done when cotton goods were selling 
at no great profit in India. 

2818. Have you known it frequently done? — No; because 
generally goods in India sell to great advantage. They could 
not gener^ly be carried to China unless they went there 
direct. 

2819. Do you think that if there were an open trade the 
Chinese would consume Britisii cotton manufactures to any great 
extent? — The Chinese admitting them only at one port, of 
course the consumption could not be extended so far as if they 
were admitted to other ports, but as far as they could be car- 
ried with advantage, the Chinese would be glad to buy them 
and use them. 

2820. Could not cotton goods be smuggled with advantage 
to other ports ? — There was a difficulty in smuggling at other 
ports when I was in China, but some ships^ with opium suc- 
ceeded to a certain extent. Since I lefl that country, I under- 
stand that they have smuggled to a larger amount, and I sup- 
pose other goods as well as opium. 

2821. Do you think that the smuggling could be carried on 
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■with the same e£we at tliosc other ports as at Canton ? — I should ** Maw 1 830. 
think not, because at Canton it is systcipatized. Captain 

!2S22. Did you carry a cargo of glass l^ot ties to Bombay?— I iJuichmson, 

did. 

28^3«‘ Was it a new object of commerce upon that occasioii ? 

— Not entirely new ; but it was so far new, that it was with 
^eat difficulty 1 persuaded the agent at Calcutta to put them 
into the ship. 

2824*. What was the result of it? — It was very profitable, 

2825. Did you find any difficulty in selling them ? — No ; 1 
wrote to the merchants at Bombay, and they had §old them 
before I arrived. 

2826. What induced you to try the experiment?— Because 
I had information from Bombay that bottles were very scarce 
there, and they were extremely cheap at Calcutta. 

2827. Do you conceive that other articles of British produce 
might, in the same way, be exported beneficially to the China 
market, by watching the wants of the Chinese and the prices ? 

—If a free intercourse yas allowed with China direct from 
England, 1 suppose there would be always a sufficient supply of 
goods in the former country not to require any from India, and 
therefore the advantage whicli has existed heretofore of taking 
goods to China from India, ivhen they were cJica[)cr tlieiv, 
w^ould cease. 

2628. You stated that at tJic time of the men Ining killed by 
the Topaze frigate the Company’s trade was stopped lor a ctr- 
tain time; and you also stated that, in the event of siieli an 
occurrence happening with a country ship, the trade woul I 
only be Slopped so far as that ship was concerned? — Unless a 
man was killed, then I think the whole trade would be stopped. 

2829. Do llic vessels wliieli take out cotton and other arti- 
cles from India to Cliina return with full cargoes horn China to 
India ? — Aiwa} s, 1 believe. There may liap})en insUiiices when 
they do not, but I liavc alwa 3 ’s known tijem to go full ; and no 
doubt a great trade might be carried on by Britit^li ships in tlie 
same way ; they would do it mueli more economically tluin tlic 
country ships. 

2830. When you made a voyage from India to Canton, did 
the license whicli you obtained give you the power of touching 
at any ports which arc not in termed iate hetwx‘cn tlie port in 
India and Canton ? — I suppose so. 

2831. Should you have considered yourself’ as empowered by 
the license you obtained in India to bring tea from Canton in 
the country trade, and to have carried that tea to a port which 
was not intermediate between the two places, sucli as Mauri- 
tius, for example? — If it was out of tlu direct course 1 slmiild 
not have gone tlu‘re. 
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9 Mar. 1830. 2832. In case of the interruption of the trade, would it rc- 

; quire a very large ^timber of junks to bring tea enough to Sin- 

IhuchTnlon. supply of Europe ?— A much larger number . 

than now come, end it could not be immediately done. The 
junks are large vessels, but as it now takes twenty to twenty- 
three Indiamcn, of 1200 to 1300 tons each, to bring us tea 
every year, and as only six or seven junks visit Sincapore yearly, 
their number must be much increased before they could bring 
sufficient tea in case the trade with China was interrupted. I 
do not, however, myself think any such interruption is to be 
apprehended, as 1 have always understood the Chinese govern- 
ment is as anxious to obtain the duties levied upon the tea 
there as ours is to obtain the duty upon it here. 

2833. What number of junks have you ever seen at one time 
in the Canton river ? — I think I have never seen more than two 
of the large size, but the smaller ones are innumerable. 

2834. Do not you think that the number of junks that are 
constantly in the Canton river at all periods of the year would 
afford tonnage sufficient to supply Great Britain with tea for 
one whole season, at any time ?— I have no doubt, if they were 
[)crmitted to go, but I have some doubt whether they tvould be 
permitted to go with tea; their object would be suspected. 

Mr. CHARLES EVERETT called in, and examined. 

2835. You arc a commission merchant ? — I am an American 
commission merchant. 

2836. You have been engaged for eleven years, since the 
year 1818, in purchasing goods for the China market, on ac- 
count of American merchants ? — I have. 

2837. How have those goods been principally shipped to 
Canton? — They have been principally shipped by American 
vessels direct to China. 

2838. Direct from London, or to the United States, and 
there re-shipped?— Principally dirert. Some few have been 
sent to the United States. 

2839. Have you not had in your hands? a very considerable 
portion of the American trade in woollens to China from this 
country ? — I have. 

2840. Were you one of the first agents employed in England 
in this business ?— I was. 

2841. In what manner had the Americans formerly made 
their remittances to China? — Principally in specie and opium, 
from the United States and elsewhere. 

2842. Have you with you a statement of your annual pur- 
chases of woolltMi and cotton goods? — 1 have an abstract. 
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marked (A), of all the shipments I have made from the year 9 Mar. 1830. 
1818 to January 1829, and a table marked 

' ' Mi\ C. Everett, 

\^The tjoitness delivered in the same^ vdiich are as follows ;] 


(A.) 

ABSTRACT of SHIPMENTS, from 1818 to i82b. 


Ophelia: I Packages. | Pieces. Canton: i;. 

July 1818 ....I 9 ! 58 cloths 


lloxana : 

Sept. 1818 ... 

Augusta : 


Boston ; 

4 I 29 clotlis ...... 


Gibraltar & Canton : 


July 1819 

I 68 

1,344 bombazetts 

3,662 

5 

6 


1 

20 camlets..... 

. 144 

2 

0 


75 

1^00 long ells .. 

. 4,607 

14 

0 


33 

200 cloths 

. 1,718 

5 

0 

Ophelia ; 


Canton : 




Dec. 18iy ... 

8 

80 camlets 

. 585 

3 

9 


264 

1,824 cloths 

.15,170 

4 

8 


10 

200 long ells .. 

. 561 

0 

0 

Robt. Edwards : 


Canton : 




March 1820... 

286 

2,867 camlets 

.20,571 

0 

5 


50 

1,000 bombazetts 

1,641 

15 

8 


141 

2,820 long ells .. 

. 7,865 

8 

2 


1.50 

786 cloths 

. 6,518 

19 

7 


2 

100 cottons 

. 191 

5 

2 

Canton Packet; 


1 Gibraltar & Canton : 



May 1820 ' 

' 100 

I 1,000 camlets.,,.. 

. 7,042 

8 

8 


20,5 , ' 

1 4,100 bombazetts 

9,139 

6 

6 


6 ’ i 

21 cloths 

. 208 15 

10 


9 1 

1 

180 long ells ... 

505 

6 

10 


80 ' 

1 

1 ,388 cottons 

. 2,492 

5 

0 

llouqua : 

j 

1 

Canton . 




July 1820 

180 

3,600 bombazetts 

6,333 

2 

8 


84 

839 camlets 

. 5,486 

14 

10 


54 

! 1,080 long ells .. 

. 3,074 

18 

2 


117 

702 cloths 

. .5,330 

18 

4 


i 20 • 

! 2,000 cottons 

. J,378 

13 

9 


s, d. 

1,136 8 11 j 



36,;8« 9 0 


19,^.88 2 10 




23,604 7 9 


1,809 7 2 


26,-148 14 11 


( Continued) 



294 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS ; • 


Aiigujta : 

ParkagCB. 

Pieces. Canton : 

£. 

a. 

d. 

£ 

a. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

Nov, 1820 ... 

20 

670 cottons 

. ],7j66 

6 

5 







554 

4,540 camlets,.... 

.30,277 

9 

2 







130 

2,700 bombazetts 

5,927 

10 

7 







330 

1,982 cloths 

.17,169 13 

6 







74 

1,480 long ells .. 

. 4,159 

17 

8 







20 

sundries .. 

. 557 

7 

5 









. . . 



59,858 

4 

9 











— 

139,639 

4 4 

('oiclella : 


Canton ; 









Jan. 1821 

305 

7 235 cottons 

. 8,156 

7 

8 







23 

238 camlets 

. 668 

7 

5 









— 



- 

9,024 

15 

1 



Nautilus ; 


Canton : 









April 1821 ... 

113 

1,125 camlets 

. 7,817 

12 

2 







130 

2,600 bombazetts 

7,084 

17 

1 







177 

.3,540 long ells .. 

. 9,394 

17 

6 







552 

3,570 cloths 

.33,927 

16 

4 







227 

6,800 cottons 

. 7,967 

2 

1 







32 

sundries .. 

. 1,741 

6 

2 

1 










— 

f;793 n 

4 



Opliclla ; 


Canton : 




i 





Aug. 18.21 ... 

IfiO 

5,836 cottons 

.. 8,836 

19 

7 

1 






20 

400 bombazetts 

1,090 

18 

5 







5 

i 100 long ells .. 

. 321 

14 

2 







1 150 

! 1,500 camlets 

. 9,959 17 

6 







i 50 

1 sundries .. 

. 3,023 

0 

0 







j 


— 


— 

23,232 

9 

8 




i 

i 





— 


190,190 

16 

(’larissn : 


! Batavia : 









March 1H22... 

172 

Bj-^OO cottons 

. 8,154 

17 

1 







2ti 

1 240 cloths 

. 1,770 

9 

6 







20 

' 400 long ells .. 

957 

1 

6 







32 

i sundries .. 

.. 2,469 

9 

4 







■ 

! 

— 



13,351 

17 

5 



Canton Packet : 


1 

j Canton ; 









Sept. 1822 ... 

230 

; 2,300 camlets ., 




i.5,n^ 

5 

0 









— 

— 

— 

' 28,468 

2 

lA'vant ; 

' 





i 



1 

1 


March 182;i... 

50 

500 camlets 

. 2,972 

12 

8 

1 



1 



240 

1 4,800 long ells .. 

. H,209 

3 

3 

1 






i 48 

i 2,730 cottons ..... 

. 5,705 

3 

0 







i 

■ 586 cloths 

. 5,459 

6 

10 







I 40 

1 sundries ., 

. 2,089 

19 

2 







1 

i 


__ 

— 

— 

24,436 

4 

11 



Augusta : 

! 

Canton ; 




1 

1 





May 182:i ... 

. 2!)l 

5,820 long ells 

,.12,413 

7 

0 

! 

j 






207 

1,770 cloths .... 

.. 9,352 

12 

(i 







8!) 

.’■),284 cottons ..... 

7,485 

16 

8 

, 







100 tons iiuri .. 

.. 1,181 

14 

4 

- 






l.^K 

1 sundries . . 

5,637 

15 

2 







(Conlniucd) 
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London Packet: 
July 1823 ...I 

yia Liverpool ... 

Duxbury : 

Feb. 1824 ... 

Houqua : 

Aug. 1824 ... 


Nautilus : 

Dec. 1824 ... 


London Packet : 
Feb. 1825 ... 

Via I^iverpool ; 
April 1825 ... 

Ocean : 

May 1825 ... 

llouqua : 

Feb. 182(; ... 


Nautilus : 

March 1826.. 


Packages. 
50 
10 
28 
40 


25. 


392 

186 

40 
391 

41 


150 

404 

110 

559 

177 


10 


81 


25 


379 

20 

5 

5 

2 

17 


20G 

363 

448 

90 

• 

75 


|23|250 cottons 21,499 13 

.3,660 long ells ... 7,440 9 

400 camlets 2,4,30 11 

2,640 cloths 20,521 0 

sundries ... 1,212 10 


Pieces. Boston : £. d. 

1,000 long ells ..., 2,244 9 5 

100 camlets 561 11 4 

sundries ... 1,612 4 10 j 

400 camlets 2,122 5 2 | 




. g 540 10 9 

1 

Boston : j 

1,148 camlets . 1,329 17 10 i 


£. 


6.?, 048 1 4 


Canton : 

J^,.500 camlets 8,726 3 

2,840 cloths 23,149 2 

2,200 long ells ... 4,224 4 

28,662 Cottons 28,085 18 

sundries ... 7,061 12 

Boston : 

900 cottons 


53,104 


71,247 0 10 


Boston : 
6,583 cottons.... 


Boston : 

500 long ells ... 


Manilla : 

28,087 cottons 22, .525 19 2 

220 cloths 2,0.59 17 2 

100 long ells ... 206 0 0 

50 camlets 350 6 0 

50 bombazetts 145 9 2 

sundries ... 1,826 17 10 

Canton : 

2,060 camlets 13,105 17 0 

2,208 cloths 29,020 2 6 

[‘20,890 cottons 23,192 1 4 

1,800 bombazetts 5,120 6 6 

sundries ... 6,927 4 2 


443 0 0 


5,918 2 2 


1,047 11 0 


125,681 3 9 


•27,114 3 4 


! 

i 77,365 11 6 


7,408 13 2 


About £*n«\oon 
value of the car- 
goes of the Nau- 
. tilusand llomiua 
were purchased 
ill 1H2A, and the 
shipment delayed 
until 102G. 


< Coniinued ', 
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Milo: 

Packages. 

Pieces. Canton : £, d. 

1 

£, . a. d. 

£» «• 4 

July 1826 ... 

483 

3,020 cloths 20,699 2 2 




100 

2,000 long ells ... 3)941 10 6 




40 

4,000 cottons 1,290 4 9 






25,930 17 5 


Danube • 


Canton : 



Aug. 1826 ... 

558 

3,588 cloths 23,881 8 6 




20 

200 camlets 1,200 0 0 




289 

12,528 cottons 9, .543 16 1 




25 

sundries ... 3,209 14 3 






37,835 0 10 


Milo : 


Canton : 


168,245 13 1 

Aug. 1827 ... 

204 

11,258 cotton 11,990 8 1 




50 

500 camlets 4,3.33 12 2 




84 

508 cloths 3,219 16 11 




13 

sundries ... 1,441 18 4 






20,985 15 6 


Houqua : 


Canton : 



Sept. 1827 ... 

399 

32,690 cottons 17,629 8 1 

u 



70 

700 camlets 3,802 19 10 




16 

sundries ... .3,278 12 8 






24,711 0 7 


Dorchester ; 


Boston : 


45,696 16 1 

Feb. 1828 ... 

7 

sundries 

2,025 8 0 


Augusta : 


Canton : 



April 1828 ... 

140 

7,000 cottons 7,116 17 2 




120 

1,200 camlets 6,376 2 6 




24 

sundries ... 2,697 19 2 





— 

16,190 18 10 


Nautilus ; 


Canton ; 



July 1828 ... 

ir)0 

1,500 camlets...... 7,808 2 6 




196 

1,300 cloUis 10,835 4 0 




45 

900 Irambazetts 1,838 17 6 




100 

2,000 long ells ... 3,347 6 6 




142 

10,095 cotton 6,414 2 11 




92 

sundries ... .3,021 11 6 






33,265 4 11 






51,481 11 9 


14,392 

1 

Packages^ 


762,118 4 1 


Luudon, March CUi, 1830. 


Charles Kverett. 



(B.) — TABLE showing the Quantities of each Article and Amount Shipped. 
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9 Mar. 1830. These statements show the amount and dates: of the shipments- 

by each vessel, also the qimntities and value of Several leading 

Mr, c. Everm, articles ; distinguishing the amount of cottons, woollens, and 
sundry other goods, t have purposely omitted giving informa- 
tion respecting any new articles prepared by me for the China 
market, as it might prove injurious to those concerned ; and 
although 1 am not at present engaged in continuing -the exten- 
sive trade I have been instrumental in opening for-' the tnanu-^ 
factures of this country, 1 wish to avoid doing any. thing against 
the interest of my late employers. 

2843. What was the greatest year? — The greatest year was 

1826 : but I would remark that of the ameunt.-that year, part of 
the goods were purchased, and they wbre intended for ship- 
ment in 1825, but were detained here . in . consequence of a 
failure; the amount was £168,245. , : *• ; *- 

2844. What was the amount in the year 1825? — £7,408. I 
should say that about £80,000 of the goods ‘exported in 1826 
fairly belonging to 1825. 

2845. Will you state the amount of each year ? — 

£. * .V. rf. 


In 1818 


7 

2 

1819 


14 

11 

1820 


4 

4 

1821 


10 

1 

1822... .... 


2 

5 

1 823 


1 

4 

1824 

125,081 

3 

9 

1825 


13 

2 

1820 


13 

1 

1827 


10 

1 

1828 


11 

9 


.£702,118 

4 

1 


2846. What is the aggregate amount of the eleven years ? — 
£762,118. 45. Id, 

2847. Can you state the aggregate amount of each description 
of goods? — referring to Statement (B) you will find that of 
woollen cloths the quantity was £231,822, :is, 6d,; of camlets, 
£152,988. 165. Id. 

2848. Is the camlet all woollen ? — Yes, the camlets are all 
woollen. Of long ells, whicli are also woollens, £74,521. 195. ; 
of eottons £207,784. 95. lOc^.; and of sundry other articles, 
£95,000. 155. 2d. 

2849. Have you also a statement of the number of pieces of 
goods of different descriptions, and the progressive diminution 
in past years ? — Statement (B) shows the number of pieces 
of the different descriptions. I have also a paper,, marked (C), 
which shows the value of several articles,at different periods, 
from 1820 to 1830, when compared with 1820. 

[T/zr xviiitcss delivered in the same, xahich is as follows :] 
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STATBlMflNt Sliowiiijj the Value of Long Cloths^ Camlefs, and 9 Mar. 1830. 

^JSroad Cloths^ atdillerent Periods, coin|)arcd with 1820. 

_* ’ Mr. C. Everett. 


In. 1831 

Cotton I.ong Cloths. 

2h 

to 

5 

1822 


... 

5 

... 

. H 

•1823 


... 

10 

— 

15 

<1824 



20 

— 

25 

1825.... 


... 

12i 

— 

15 

• 1826 



30 

— 

35 

. ■ 1827 


... 

35 


40 

1828....‘.:.vi 



40 

— 

45 

1829*««^^««« 



45 


50 


arc ditto 

... 

47i 

— 

50 

rn iW......'.., 

1822 

1823 ;... 

Camlets. 

124 

to 

h 

10 

15 

1824 



15 

— - 

20 

1825 



10 

— 

12i 

1826 

ditto 


17 i 

— 

20 

1827 



25 

... 

30 

1828 



30 


33 

" 1829 



37i 

— 

40 

1830 



42 


45 


Broad Cloths, suitable for ttfe China Trade. 


In 1821 were less per ceilt. 5 to 7^ 

1822 ditto ... — 10 

1823 ditto ... 10 

1824 ditto ... 12J — 15 

1825 ditto ... 5*^ — 10 

1820 ditto .. 35 — 40 

1827 ditto ... 40 — 42 

1828 ditto ... 42 — 45 

1829 ditto ... 45 — 47 

1830...* arc ditto ... 45 — 50 


It appears from the above, that nearly double the quantity of goods may 
be bought at the present prices for the sum paid in 1 820 ; therefore, to form 
a correct estimate of the trade with China, it will be requisite to compare 
with the quantities, and not the amount shipped. 

Liong ells are .55 per cent, lower than in 1820. 

London, March 8tli, 1830. Ciiakles Everett. 


2850. Has there been a regular decrease in price from 1820 
to the present time ? — Excepting the year 1825, when there 
was a small advance. 

2851. Therefore the increase in the quantity of goods ex- 
ported would be much more than woultl appear upon the in- 
crease of the value ? — My calculations are from 1820 to this 
date. £100 at the present time would buy twice as many goods 
as it would in 1820. 

28.52. Have you any doubt, from the experience you have 
had, that if the cxisthig restrictions were removed, the trade to 
Cliina in British manufactures might be materially increased? 
— I have no doubt the trade might be increased to a very con- 
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m *' * t * 

9 Mar. 1830. siderable extent by propcgr management, if the redtrictions were 
removed. 

^fr. C, Ei'crett. r* tx /. * 

2853. Have you found the trade in British woollens with 
Canton a profitable trade? — I am not able to answer 'that 
question fully, as I have not known what the goods have actually 
brought ; but 1 suppose, from general information, they have 
been profitable, as the shipments being continued is the strongest 
proof that can be offered. 

2854. Do you consider that the American trade in woollens 
has been generally profitable ? — 1 do. 

2855. To what do you attribute that, when the Committee 
hear from the East-India Company that their trade in woollens 
has been a losing trade ? — I cannot account for the East-lndia 
Company’s losing money on woollens. 

2856. Are the woollens which have been generally sent out 
by the American traders of a difierent description, or of a 
superior quality, to those sent out by the East-India Company ? 
— I can only answer for what T purchased myself ; some of the 
articles have been superior to the East-^ndia Company’s* 

2857. Have you ever bought any of the rejected cloths of the 
East-India Company ? — Not for many years, excepting a few 
pieces ; I speak of cloths only. 

2858. Have you any reason to suppose, from what you have 
heard from your American correspondents, that they experience 
any difficulty in carrying on the trade at Canton ? — 1 do not 
understand that there is any difficulty in carrying it on. 

2859. And that so long as you were connected with it, they 
made it, upon the whole, a generally profitable trade ? — 1 believe 
so. 

2860. Has that trade fallen off lately ? — The trade in manu- 
factured goods has been continued lately by the house of Baring 

and Company. 

2861. Has the trade decreased or not lately ? — I believe that 
it has increased the last year. 

2862. Can you state as to the tuo preceding years? — I 
should think it had increased, as considerable quantities have 
gone from Liverpool, shipped on account of another party, 
since 1821, by William and James Brown and Company. 

2863. Is it within your knowledge that the trade has in- 
creased ? — I refer you to my statements, (A) and (B), respect- 
ing the shipment of woollens and cottons. 

2864. Have you a statement of the export of foreign woollens, 
cottons, and metals from the United States to China ? — Yes, I 
have ; it is drawn up from an official document, printed by order 
of Congress, for the years 1827 and 1828, ending the SOlh of 
September in each year. 

(The xvHness delivered in the same^ which was read asfoUms :) 
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AN ACCOUNT of the Value of ¥breignand Domestic Woollens, Cottons, Mar. 1830. 
and Metals, exported from the* different l^rts of the United States of — — 
America, in the years ending the 30tli of September 1827, and 30th of Mr, C. Everett, 
September 1828; extracted from a Gencr<il Statement respecting the 
Import and Export of Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, printed by order 
of Congress, lOtb February 1829. 



1827. 

1828. 

• • 

Forelgxi. 

Amorican. 

# — 

Foreign. 

Ameiluau 

Woollens 

19,264 


7,210 


Cottons, white and coloured... 

76,274 

9,388 

304,789 

14,981 

Cotton twist 

— 


3,574 

— 

Iron in pigs, bars, and bolts ... 

3,398 

4,250 

14,885 

— 

Copper in pigs and sheets 

4,114 

— 

11,819 

— 

Tin plates 

3,570 

— 

2,056 

— ' 

Lead 

178,131 

— 

69,051 

1 

Value in dollars 

284,751 

13,638 

313,384 

1 

1 14,9P1 


2865. Has any cotton-twist been sent fiom this country 
through you ?— A small quantity some years ago. 

2866. Has any been sent lately? — ^1 believe it has been 
shipped lately, but not by m e. 

2867. Have you acted for houses in this country? — I have 
acted under the direction of houses in this country, but for 
account of American houses. 

2868. Have you been employed by the house of Baring and 
Company ? — I was employed by Bates and Baring, now belong- 
ing to the house of Baring and Company. 

2869. Do you know whether other persons besides yourself 
have been employed as agents for purchases of this description ^ 
— I understand that Barings themselves have been purchasing 
goods for four vessels ; three of them have gone in 1829. I can 
state the names oT the vessels ; the Milo, from London ; the 
New England, from Liverpool ; and the Margaret Forbes, from 
London. There ii> another cargo in the London Docks. 

2870. Were you employed in selecting any part of those car- 
goes ? — No. 

2871. Were you employed in 1829 by any other persons in 
the selection of cargoes for China? — No, excepting a small 
amount, which I suppose went by the New England. 

2872. Do you conceive the variation in the amount of exports 
in different years that you have stated, to have arisen from the 
variation in the amount of the trade itself, or merely fiom a varia- 
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9 Mar. 1830. tion in your agency for that trade? — I purchased during the 
^ years mentioned ^ the whole of the goods that the parties bad 
Mr. c. Lveieu. England, excepting about £8,000 of woollens, and £2,000 
of cottons. 

2873. You do not think they have bought any thing through 
any other channel ? — Not any thing, except about £8,000 of 
woollens and £2,000 of cottons. 

2874. Have not there been other houses shipping for American 
account to China, besides those who had employed you in the 
selection of their goods ? — I have informed you that some goods 
went through Messrs. Brown’s of Liverpool, for another party; 
that house and my employers are the two principal parties con- 
cerned in the trade from this country to China. I know of no 
others of much importance. 

2875. You have stated, that you have upon some occasions 
bought goods refused by the Company ; were those refused by 
the Company on account of the quality, or that they did not 
want any more of that description of goods ? — 1 have bought 
very few rejected goods, except the article of long ells : those 
w'erc rejected for being a little light in weight, or any other point 
which docs not exactly come up to the Company’s standard. If 
a long ell is too finey it would not weigh enough, and of course 
woLiUl be rejected, so that we may select the best goods from 
the rejected ones. 

2876. Do you consider that the long ell is the worse for the 
China maiket for being too fine ?— No, I consider it much better. 

2877. Do you consider yourself able to make a better selec- 
tion of goods for the China market than the East-India Com- 
pany ? — That would be too much for me to presume. 

2878. Do you know how the Company purchase their goods ? 
— They generally purchase by contract, which is not an advan- 
tageous way of purchasing. 

2879. In the course of making your purchases, have you found 
the Company in your way in the same description of goods that 
you were looking for ? — No. I have known that when the Com- 
pany offer a contract, say for camlets, or any particular descrip- 
tion of goods, there has been a meeting of* the manufacturers, 
and they have fixed the price at which they should tender at, and 
[ have met with the same difficulty myself in making purchases. 
When tl knovon that I wanted a large quantity, I found that 
the manufacturers sometimes combined to hand me a price ; and 
I have had considerable difficulty in counteracting the effects of 
combinations, not only in purchasing the article itself, but in 
every part of the finishing. 

2880. Is not that the eifect of any large purchaser going into 
the market at any time ? — It w'ould be the effect ii* known. The 
Company give •public tenders ; but if 1 go into the market, I can 
take care tlic quantity that 1 wish to purchase is not known. 
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2881. Are you not of opinion that, practically considering 9 Mar. 1830. 
the mode in which the Company make theii' purchases, you 
make your purchases upon more favourable terms ? — I have good ^ 
reasons to suppose that my goods were purchased cheaper than 
the Company’s. 

28b2. Are the Americans desirous of purchasing finer goods 
than what are purchased by the East-India Company ? — When 
I had the management of it, my object was to get better goods 
than the Company’s, and in most articles 1 have succeeded. 

2883. You think,, upon a general average, your goods are of 
at least as good quality as those of the India Company ? — Yes 
they have been proved so. 

2884. In their respective kinds?— Yes. 1 must except one 
article ; I should think the Company’s long ells were superior to 
those I shipped. 

2885. Is the Company’s mark ever used in any way by the 
Americans ? — The Company’s mark I never use on the outside 
packages. We have copied the manner of packing and the 
making-up of the goods, and the number of pieces in the 
package, but there is never any mark on the bales, at least not 
of late years, which would appear like the Company’s. 

2886. Are the Committee to understand that the quantity of 
goods exported from America to Canton are altogether goods 
exported from this country on American account ? — It is possible 
that some of the articles included in those may have been 
shipped from this country on English account. 

2887. You have stated that the Company’s long ells are better 
than the long ells you have purchased ; could not you get as 
good long ells ? — I consider that they have had them dyed and 
finished rather superior than what 1 have done. 1 could cer- 
tainly procure the same, or even better quality than the Com- 
pany’s, if it were required. 

2888. Do you think that an advantage on the part of the 
Company ?— The quantity of long ells we have shipped is very 
small in comparison with theirs. 

2889. When did the Americans begin to export British manu- 
factures to Canton ?- — In 1818 1 commenced the business- 

2890. Can you state any reason why they did not do so before? 

— It was because the prices were too high to execute the orders 
that were sent for them ; there was a small quantity of goods 
purchased in England and afterwards returned to the United 
States from China as unsaleable, in consequence of the quality 
not being suitable for the market. 

2891. In what years have you known the woollens returned 
from China?— Between 1816 and 1817. 

2892. Are you a\vare of what the mark on the Company's 
cloths is ? — Yes ; 1 do not know exactly what they put on the 
bales ; a divided heart, 1 believe, and some letters. 
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D Mar. 1830. 2893. Did YOU in the goods you have^ shipped put on a Qinrk^ 

^ resembling it ? — 1 may have done so niany years back. 

2894. Since 1816 have you done it?— It is barely possible ; 
the few first shipments 1 recollect were marked with a mark some- 

** what similar to the Company’s. 

2895. Have you done so in the later shipments ? — ^No# 

2896. How long have you discontinued it ?— I oan hardly 
recollect. I am speaking of the outside packages; in the inside 
packages we have in some degree imitated the Company, but it 
is not the same. 

2897. Did you try to assimilate your mark to that of the Com- 
pany’s for the purpose of making it appear that they were Com- 
pany’s goods ? — It was necessary to have them marked in that 
way, that they might be known as that description of goods, to 
give them a greater currency. 

2898. Why did you discontinue the practice ?— By the orders 
of my employers. 

2899. Do you know whether the goods arc marked in the 
same manner that are sent from America ? — I do not know. 

2900. Were they supposed to fetch a higher price in China in 
consequence of that mark ? — I do not know what the reason was 
for putting it on. 

2901. But you had been desired to make it similar ?— I acted 
according to directions. 

2902. Were not you desired to make those marks as near as 
possible to the Company’s mark ? — In respect to the manner of 
packing and marks on the goods, I was. The cloths bought by 
me arc very different from the Company’s, they measure two to 
five yards longer. I have not for five or six years marked a 
package any way like the East-lndia Company’s. 

2903. Before that, was it not the practice to do so ? — In the 
first few shipments it was customary to do so, but I have not 
done it for many years. 

2904. Did you ever do that for Barings and Company ? — No ; 

1 should have said it was Bates and Baring that I did business 
for. 

2905. You have stated that you thought the cloths you bought 
were better than those of the East-lndia Company ; if that be 
so, what interest could you have in packing them in the same 
manner as those of the East-lndia Company ?— Because the 
Chinese have been accustomed to see them in that manner. 

2906. If your cloths were of a superior quality, would not 
that have been better shown by not imitating the East-lndia 
Company ? — I always thought so myself, but my correspondents 
thought otherwise. 

2907. You stated that in the course of eleven years you have 
exported manufactured goods for American houses to the 
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amount of £762,118; do you know whether to those American 9 Mur. 1830. 

houses it was a losing or an advantageous trade ?— 1 have no 

’ doubt it was an advantageous trade. • 

2908. Were there many of those houses interrupted in the 
course of their afiairs afterwards? —The principal part of those 
purchases were for one house, who are now very rich. 

2909. What is their name ? — Perkins and Company, residing 
at Boston ; one of the partners is here now. 

2910. Which?— Mr. Cushing. 

2911. Are not they supposed to have made their fortune in 

the China trade ? — There is no doubt of it. • 

2912. Have you any means of knowing who they traded with 
in China, whether the outside merchants or the Hong mer- 
chants?— Principally, 1 believe, with Howqua and Manhop. 

2913. What is the general agency charge in this business ? — 

I have received one and a quarter per cent, commission on the 
purchase. 

2914. Is that all you receive? — Yes. 

2915. Do you know'«vhether the house of Perkins is looking 
with anxiety to the decision of the question, whether it shall still 
be a monopoly trade or an open one ?— 1 understand that they 
are about giving it up. 

2916. Why ?— I cannot answer for that reason ; that is what 
they tell me. 

2917. Do not Perkins and Company still continue traders? 

— Yes. 

2918. But this particular branch of trade, you understand, 
they are intending to give up ? — That is what I have heard. 

2919. Do you know that Mr. Cushing has made a large for- 
tune and has retired from business? — Mr. Cushing is worth per- 
haps £500,000, and is retiring from business ; he has been the 
acting partner in China for about twenty-iive years. 

2920. Have you opened any correspondence with any new 
American house in consequence of Perkin’s house intending to 
give up the trade ? — No. 

2921. Have not'you heard that the house of Perkins and 
Company owe their chief fortune to the opium trade ? — To the 
China trade ; the opium trade is, of course, included in it. 

2922. From your knowdedge of the trade, as far as you have 
been employed as a commission agent, are you of opinion, that 
if we had at> free an intercourse with China as the Amercans 
have, the trade between England and China would be the prin- 
cipal trade carried on with China ?— I have no doubt it would 
be very beneficial to England to have a free trade ; but whether 
it would be the principal trade with China, 1 cannot tell. 

2923. Do you think any other country would be a rival with 
this country in the export of manufactured goods to China ? — 
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No, decidedly not at present. But the Germans are improW^S * 
in their manufactures, an^ may soon riv^l yours in woollens, * 
unless your ports are opened for Che produce of the Continent, 
so as to equalize the price of provisions. And if you would ad-^ 
mit American flour, &c. it would greatly increase the export of* 
goods to the United States as well as to China, and-by aflyonc^ 
ing the prices of their broad stufis, complete the^overthrpw of 
their cotton and woollen factory. . ^ 

2924. Is there any nation now that rivals the Briti^ in 
the China trade? — Not that 1 am aware of, excepting the 
Americans. 

2925. Do they rival the English trade now? — Certainly 
they do. 

2926. To any great extent ?*<— There is no doubt they are car- 
rying on a very large trade with China. 

2927. Is any other trade with China eaual to the English 
trade ? — Not in manufactured goods, certainly. 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON called in and examined. 

2928. You are a foreign commission agent residing at Leeds ? 
— Yes. 

2929. In what other lines of business have you been em- 
ployed ?^I have resided in Leeds about two years ; seven years 
previous I resided in Huddersfield, in the same line of business. 

2930. Did you ever carry on business as a Black well-hall 
factor and merchant? — From the year 1795 to the year 1822 1 
resided in London, and during the whole of that time was en- 
gaged in the business of a Blackwell-hall factor and merchant. 

2931. What is a Blackwell-hall factor? — An agent for the 
sale of cloth manufactured in the West of England. 

2932. During any portion of that time were you interested in 
a concern in Yorkshire, for the manufacture and dyeing of 
coarse cloth for the use of the army and the East-India Com- 
pany ?— I was. 

2933. Have you had any dealings with the East-India Com- 
pany in cloths ? — From the year 1795 to 1807 I was clerk with 
a Blackwell-hall factor, who also was connected in the same 
trade ; and from 1807 to 1822 1 carried on business myself, in 
conjunction with other parties, as a Blackwell-hall factor and 
merchant, and also up to the end of 1825. 

2934. With what articles of woollen have you been in the 
habit of supplying the East-India Company ? — All the different 
kinds of cloths : they buy superfine or Spanish stripes, white and 
stripe list cloths, medley cloths, and kerseymeres. 

2935. Do you consider that there arc any other descri])tions 
of cloths, besides those exported by the East-India Company, 
which arc suited to the China market ? — Formerly, to my 
knowledge, a fine and stouter description of clotlis w.xs sent by 
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>£he Russians to China, which I occasionally supplied to mer- 9 Mar. 1030. 
dhanWin St.' Peterftbu^gh and Moscow; also a coarser and ““ 
finer description of ^cloth than what the East-India Company ^ 
generally send out to China, is sent out by the Americans. 

* S9d6. Do you believe, from any circumstances within your 
^knowledge, that the very coarsest descriptions of cloths might 
be expiated to China with advantage ? — 1 believe, from the 
information have had from Americans and others, and also 
from the evidence that was given before the House of Commons 
by Mr. Grant, and also by Mr. Roberts, in 1821, that the very 
coarsest description bf cloth ^at is manufactured in this coun- 
try, which can be dyed the colour that is required in China, 
would be saleable to a greater extent than any other descrip- 
tion of woollen in that country; for both those gentlemen 
stated, that the bulk of the Chinese have it not in their 
power to purchase the cloth which the Company send out, 
apd for that reason 1 should suppose the coarsest cloth would 
be the most suitable. 

2937. Do you know any thing of the nature and extent of 
the trade in woollens carried on by Americans between this 
country and China P — Yes, I do. 

2938. What are the descriptions of woollens chiefly sent out 
by the Americans ?— The same' sort sent out by the East-lndia 
Company ; also a fine and stouter cloth, and also a coarser and 
a lower priced doth. 

29S9. In the finer descriptions of cloths, do you conceive 
that the article sent out by the American merchants is equal 
to that sent by the East-lndia Company ? — They send a consi- 
derable quantity of better quality than the East-lndia Company 
send out. 

2940. Is that which they send of the same description of an 
equal quality with what the Company send?— Yes, indeed, 
exactly the same. 

2941. Do they obtain it as cheap? — I believe they do; and 
I may say perhaps more correctly, that they obtain it cheaper. 

2942. Do you consider that they have any greater facilities, 
and what are those facilities ? — llie principal advantage that 
the Americans have over the East-lndia Company is, in having 
the cloths from Leeds, where they are dyed a great deal 
cheaper than in London. 

2943. Have they also any advantages resulting from late im- 
provements in the manufacture, which the East-lndia Company, 
by their mode of proceeding, are debarred from possessing ? — 
very considerable improvements have been made in the manu- 
facture of fine cloth at Leeds of late years, all of which the 
Americans have the advantage of, whilst the East-lndia Com- 
pany are debarred from it, from the nature of their contract'* 
and the mode in uhich they purchase their cloth. 

2 s 
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9 Mar. 1830. 2944. Will you state in what mode the East-In^M Company 

"7" make their purchases of cloths ? — Always by tender and con» 
tract. ^ ^ 

2945. Do you consider that to be an advantageous mode of 

•> dealing? — No, I do not. In consequence of the objectionable 

clauses which are in those contracts, the parties tendering for 
the cloth, in order to save themselves, must make an addition 
to the price, in order to cover the rejections which they are 
subject to, and other inconveniences and expenses which they 
are at. 

2946. Is the decision of the overlooker of the Company upon 
the goods which are sent up final, or is there any appeu from 
it ? — There is no appeal whatever from it. 

2947. Where is the objection made when the goods are sent 
to London ? — In London, by the overlookers employ ea by the 
East-India Company. 

2948. Then the goods are sent up, and if they are not 
strictly in accordance with the terms of the contract, they are 
rejected in London ?— They are. 

2949. The manufacturer then incurs the expense of their 
transfer to London ? — Yes. 

2950. Is there any difficulty in obtaining a sale for rejected 
cloths ? — Sometimes there is a difficulty, at other times not ; it 
depends upon the nature of the demand. Formerly the rejec- 
tions of the East-India Company were sold to the Mogadore 
jews, and nearly altogether used for that trade ; but lately a 
considerable quantity has been sold to private traders trading 
to India and to China. 

2951. Is there also an inconvenience Arising from the mode 
of conducting business by the East-India Company, from 
their goods being transmitted through agents in London, and 
an additional expense incurred by the commission paid to them ? 
— Certainly, that adds to the expense of the goods. During the 
time 1 was engaged in business in London, the charge for such 
business was three per cent., which was charged to the manu- 
acturers for delivering the goods and attending to the neces- 
sary business. 

2952. Were there any other fees to be paid? — There were 
fees also paid at the India House. 

2953. Can you state the amount of those?— Tlic proportion 
of the fees is different ; sometimes they were 6c?. per cloth, but 
sometimes the fees arc 1^. and even 2s. per piece. 

2954. In the rejection of their cloths you stated that the 
overlooker’s decision was final; is that decision often made on 
trifling grounds? — I have understood that the overlookers have 
strict orders to attend to the contract, which states, in speak- 
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tng of thd fifie cloths, tliaf each clodi must weigh thirty-two 
pounds, and that if it ia under that weight be has a power of 
rejecting it. 

2955. Then, though the rejection must be according to the 
strict letter of the contract, it still may be on very vexa- 
tious grounds to the manufacturer ? — Certainly. 

2956. Is it the case to such a degree, that manufacturers 
generally exhibit a decided preference for dealing with any other 
customer rather than the East- India Company ? —It is. A great 
many of the most extensive manufacturers in Yorkshire will not 
enter into contracts with thc-^East-Iiidia Company, nor supply 
them with cloth under those contracts. 

2957. Supposing the cloth should be short of weight, would 
that be a ground for rejection ? — Certainly. 

2958. Would you consider that to be any deterioration to the 
quality of the cloth ? — In making a large quantity of cloths, it is 
impossible to have them all exactly the same weight ; some will 
will be a little over and some will be a little under. 

2959. Supposing a private merchant to take a quantity by 
contract, what would be his practice supposing he found a pro- 
portion under weight ? — He wquld take it. 

2960. Would he take it without any reduction of price ? — If 
the diflercnce was not much, he would take it without any altera- 
tion of price, because if some are a little thinner, others would 
be a little stouter. 

2961. You consider this, then, to be a vexatious ground of 
rejection on the part of the Company ? — Certainly. 

2962. Yet to this sort of rejection their overlookers arc tied 
down by their rules, and they can exercise no discretion ? — ^I 
believe not. 

2963. Are the cloths delivered to the Company dyed or un- 
dyed ? — They are delivered both in a dyed and in a white state. 
The West Country cloths are generally delivered white, and the 
Yorkshire generally died. 

2964. Arc they compelled to be dyed in London ? — Those 
which they receive in a white state are all dyed in London, the 
others are dyed and finished in Yorkshire. 

2965. Is the operation of dyeing more expensive in London 
than it is in the country ? — Much more so. 

2966. In what degree? — I have a list of the dyeing prices in 
Yorkshire for the principal colours which the East-India Com- 
pany purchase, and also of the London prices. The London 
price for dyeing Spanish striped cloths purple is 2s. 4d. per yard, 
and in Yorkshiic Is. 

2967. Are those the prices of the present day ?— Yes. at lea^t 
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9 Mar. 1 830. the last prices which the £ast*lndia Company pafd, as I am in* 

formed, for dyeing cloth. The price of black is in London 

Mr,A.Duon, Yorkshire for scarlet, London, 2s, Irf., Yorkshire 

If. 5d . ; for mazarine blue, London, 1^. 6i/., and Yorkshire, 6d. 
I have prepared a detailed statement of the prices of dyeing 
Spanish striped cloths, with the proportions cenerally required 
of each colour, in a quantity of 6,000 pieces, hy the East-India 
Company. 

{The witness delivered in thesamey vohich is as foill&ws .*] 

PRICES for DYEING Spanish Stripe Clotbi; with the Proportions ge- 
nerally required of each Colour, ip a quantity of 6,000 pieces, by the 
East- India Company. 


London Prices. 


Yorkshire Prices. 


Pieces. 

Per Piece 
of 34Yardi. 

Per Yard. 

1,800 Purple 

79s. 

2s. 4d. 

1,560 Black 

19s. 

Id, 

840 Scarlet (Lac) ... 

71*. 6d. 

2s. Id. 

720 Mazarine Blue... 

51s. 6d. 

Is. 6d. 

480*Dark Brown ... 

29s. 

lOd. 

420 Light Blue 

29s. 

lOd. 

60* Ash colour 

19s. 

7d. 

60 Saxon Green ... 


— 

60* Deep Yellow .., 

— 

— 

6,000 

Popinjay 




•Tea colour 

Orange 

*Rcd 


Emerald Green 

*Light Brown 

Fink according to tlic shade of colour 

Rose ditto 

Aurora ditto 

Crimson Lac ditto 

* — . Cochineal ditto 

* Scarlet ditto ditto 

Maroon I 


Per Yard. 
ls.6d. 
4d. 

Is. 5d. 
8d. 
9d. 
Bd. 
4d. 
6d. 
5d. 


bd. 

bd. 

6d. 

ed. 

8d. 

9d. 

lOd. to Is. 

do. 

Is. to Is. 2d. 
Is. 6d. to Is. 9d. 
2s. to 2s. 9d. 
do. 


* With the exception of these colours, the others are partly and some alto- 
gether dyed witli materials Uic produce uf India. 

The London prices left blank 1 have not been dllc to procuic; they can 
be furnished by the East- India Company, 
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2968. Are diose the colours that are principally required for 9 Mur. 1830. 
the China market ? — Yes. 

• Mr, A. Dvron, 

2969. Are those cloths that are dyed in the piece, or are any 
of them dyed in the wool ?— They are all dyed in the piece. 

2970. Are any considerable portion of the dyes used the pro- 
ducts oC India r — In the list of colours, I observe there are 
about twenty-two which the East-India Company are in the 
habit of exporting ; and out of these about fourteen are partly, 
and some wholly, dyed with materials the products of India. 

2971. Is a large quantity of Indian Indigo used? — A consi- 
derable quantity. * > ' 

2972. Are you acquainted with the circumstances of the in- 
troduction, and the progress which has been made in the im- 
provement of the lac dye?— I am, from information I have had 
&om the dyers and others. I think the introduction of the lac 
into this country took place about the year 1812. For some time 
there was a great difficulty in producing a good colour from it ; 
but after repeated experiments, a colour was produced equal, or 
nearly so, to cochineal in point of brilliancy, and in point of 
durability much superior for military purposes. It was found 
that the droppings of water from iron aid not affect lac scarlet, 
whilst it discoloured the cloth dyed from cochineal ; and gun- 
powder has a much worse effect upon cochineal scarlet, whilst 
It has none whatever upon those dyed from lac ; and in conse- 
quence, I believe, it is generally preferred for military pur- 
poses. 

2973. Has this article fallen in price in proportion as it has 
been introduced into the country ? — It is difficult to state the 
fall that has taken place in price, though it has been very con- 
siderable, but the article has been very much improved ; indeed, 
a much superior quality is now brought from India than what 
came at first. 

2974. Has cochineal dye fallen in price also ?— Very much. 

2975. Has the East-India Company ever imported any of this 
lac ? — Very little. 

2976. Do they import any now ? — I believe not for many 
years. 

2977. Is there any considerable quantity of it exported from 
this country ? — I understand that about 60,000 pounds weight 
of it is exported annually to Flanders and to Germany. A few 
years ago 1 was in a dyehouse at Delph in Holland, where they 
were preparing cloths for India, and the scarlets were dyed 
with lac. 

2978. Do you know how much is imported into England ? — 

About 7,000 or 8,000 pounds annually, in value about £100,000 
sterling. 
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2979. Is lac the produce of India*? — ^It is. 

2980. ^nd brought by the private trader ?-^It Is. 

2981. Can you state when the exportation of British woolIeAs' 
in American bottoms to China first commenced?— In the year 
1817, to the best of my recollection. 

2982. Can you state what the progress has been of that trade ? 
—In the year 1818 and 1819 there was imported into Canton 
4,957 pieces of woollens, and in the year 1826 and 1827, which 
is the latest account I have seen, 27,176 pieces, showing an 
increase of 22,319 pieces in that period. 

2983. What is your authority fbr that statement ?— I obtained 
this from some parliamentary documents in my possession. 

2984. Arc you aware that in the evidence before the Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords in 1821, it was stated that British 
goods were imported into the China market in so trifling a 
degree by the Americans as to be no object of contest ?— 1 
recollect it perfectly well. 

2985. Are you also aware that, within a month after that 
time, the same gentleman who made that statement produced a 
commercial letter from the supercargoes in China, containing 
this passage : << The very alarming inroad that is now com- 
menced by American speculation into a trade hitherto confined 
to the Honourable Company, will, it is probable, soon place 
all certain calculation in its economy at defiance ?*’ — I recol- 
lect it perfectly well ; it interested me so much that I took a 
copy of it, which I have. 

2986. Arc you aware that in the same letter there is contained 
this passage, The greatest evil, however, which we are led to 
anticipate from this encroachment is, the death-blow which it 
inflicts upon the monopoly hitherto enjoyed by the Honourable 
Company ?” —That I recollect also. 

2987. By whom was the letter received ? — By the East-India 
Company, and it was produced by Mr. Grant. 

2988. Arc you aware that at that time the trade, upon which 
this alarming inroad was said to be made, was represented by 
the East-lndia Company to be a losing trade ? — Yes, I am. 

2989. Have you any means of knowing whether the exporta- 
tion of British woollens by the Americans has decreased or in- 
creased latterly ? — I have no means of knowing positively; but 
from my communications with American merchants and the 
manufacturers in Yorkshire, I am inclined to believe that it is on 
the increase. There is at this time, I believe, one of the largest 
orders that was ever given out at one time in the hands of the 
manufacturers in Yorkshire for the American China trade. 

2990. Do you know the amount of that order ? — 1 do not 
know the amount. 
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2991. Has the East-IndSi Company’s supply of woollens to 9 Mar. 1830. 
the China trade increased or decreased ? — From a calculation TT- 
which I have made, it appears that, comparing* the imports into ^ 

China for the nine years preceding 1819 with the nine years fol- 
lowing that date, the decrease has been 236,939 pieces of wool- 
lens, making an annual average decrease of 26,326 pieces. 

The total of the first nine years, from 1810-11 to 1818-19, was 
1,821,389 ; the total of the second nine years, from 1819-20 
to 1827-28, was 1,584,450 pieces. 

2992. Is not that decrease very nearly the amount of what 
has been exported by the Americans ? — In the years 1824 and 
1825 the Americans imported hito Canton 23,159 pieces ; in 
1826, 26,977 ; in 1827, 27,176 pieces. In broad cloths imported 
by the East-India Company into Canton, there has been an 
increase of 53,255 pieces in the last nine years ; in long ells, 
there has been a decrease of 262,868 pieces. In worleys, there 
has been an increase of 25,040 pieces ; in camlets, there has been 
a decrease of 39,970 pieces. 

2993. Can you furnish the Committee with a detailed state- 
ment upon this subject ? — I have prepared a statement of the 
quantity of woollens of the different sorts imported by the East- 
India Company into Canton in each of the years I have men- 
tioned; also a statement of the quantity of British woollens 
imported into Canton by the Americans. 

[ITAe •mUne&B delivered irtihe mme^ •mhich are as Jolloxv:"] 


STATEMENT of the Quantity of llftiTiw Woollens Imported into 
Cant07i by the East -India Company. 



Woollens : 


Pieces. 

1810 1 
1811 S ' 


1812 ... 


1813 ... 


1814 ... 


1815 .. . 


1816 ... 


1817 ... 


1818 ... 


1819 ... 

144,717 

1820 ... 

150,254 

1821 ... 


1822 .. . 


1823 ... 

136,768 

1824 ... 


1825 ... 


1826 .. 

212,346 

1827 ... 

231,529 

1828 ... 



1,584,450 


Bkoad Cloths : 

Pieces. Piects. 


18101 
1811/ -••• 

5,919 

1812 


1813 


1814 

7,629 

1815 

8,592 

1816 


1817 


1818 


1819 


1820 


1821 


1822 


1823 


1824 


1825 

13,701 

1826 


1827 


1828 



124,611 


Decrease in Nine Years. . 236,939 

# ^ 


Increase in Nine Years. . 53,255 


Averajro Anninil Decrease. 26,326 


Annual Inciciise. . . . 5,472 
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Leva Ells; 

1811 } 2«.2« 

1H12 200,000 

1813 200,620 

1814 209,980 

1815 179,520 

1816 128,320 

1817 130,660 

1818 103,400 

1819 118,540 

' 1,511,288 

1820 120,640 

1821 123,000 

1822 132^600 

1823 105,000 

1824 177.180 

1825 140,000 

1826 166,000 

1827 183,940 

1828 100,060 


1,248,420 
Decrease in Nine Tears. . 262,868 

Annual Decrease. . . . 29,207 

WORLEVS ; 

1810 i 

1811 J 

1812 3,100 

1813 3,040 

1814 4,060 

1815 3,940 

1816 3,360 

1817 6,000 

1818 6,000 

1819 4,000 

36,960 

1820 4,000 

1821 4,000 

Carricci fonvard. , 8,000 36,960 


WoELZT^ continued. 


Pieces. Pieces. 


Brought forward. 8,000 

1822 4,600 

1823 3,520 

1824 7,800 

1825 8,000 

1826 10,080 

1827 14.000 

1828 6,000 


36,960 


62,000 


Increase in Nine Years. . 25,040 

Annual Increase. . . . 


2,782 


Camlets : 

mU 

1812 22,340 

1813 22.020 

1814 23,010 

1815 20,000 

1816 14,.S90 

1817 13,890 

1818 14,250 

1819 12,000 

1820 15,000 

1821 1.5,830 

1822 19,000 

1823 11,340 

1824 12,000 

1825 12,000 

1826 17,000 

1827 13,300 

1828 4,700 


160,110 


120,170 


Decrease in Nine Years. . 39,970 

Annual Decrease. . 4,441 
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Quavtitt of Beitxsh Woolleks imported into Cantonh^ tbe Americans^ 


S15 


9 Mar. 1830. 


Ie24r5.. 

• . Broad Cloths'. 

Camlets . 

Long ells 




23,159 

1825-6.. 



Camlets 

Long ells • • . 

26,977 

1826-7. 

. .Broad Cloths 

Camlets 

liong ells .......... 

8 040 


Bombaaets i 



27,176 
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Pieces. 



1818-19. . Brood Cloths. « 

.. 769 

1826-7 

... 27,176 

Camlets 

.. 4,188 

1818-9 

... 4,9.j6 


4,957 

Increase.. . .. 

... 22,219 


2994. Have you any knowledge of tlie trade in woollens car- 
ried on by the tlussians with China? — During the former part 
of the time I carried on business in London, 1 executed several 
orders both for St. Petersburgh and Moscow ; they were British 
woollens, which I afterwards found were intended for the China 
trade, though 1 did not know it at the time. 

2995. Of what description of woollens ?— The colours were 
much the same as those exported by the East-India Company, 
but the quality of the cloth was considerably thicker. 

2996. Up to what period was this ? — Previous to the year 
1812. 

2997. What was the price of cloth at that time, as compared 
with the price now ? — Tlie cloth sent out to Russia was from 
175. to 205. per yard, and the same quality certainly may be 
procured now at from IO 5 . to 12j. or even less. 

2998. How do you account for the fket tliat that trade is not 
now carried on from England From the heavy duties which 
have been laid by the Russian government upon English cloths, 
and a reduction of duty upon Prussian cloths : indeed, English 
cloths are not allowed to be imported into Russia for transit at 
all, whilst the Prussian cloths are allowed to be entered for that 
purpose at a very trifling duty. 

2999. Do you know the amount of duty in Russia? — I cannot 
state it exactly ; I believe the duty upon flne English cloths 
amounts to between 65. and 7s. a yard ; upon Prussian cloths it 
is not near half that amount. 

3000. Previous to the imposition of this duty, can you state 
to w'hat amount that trade was ever cairied on? — No, 1 cannot; 

2 T 
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•) Mnr. 1P30. I was engaged in it but to a very small extent. Tliere 'were 

some houses that were nearly altogether employed in preparing 

.\fr. A. Dinm. ^.j^ths for that purpose ; Messrs/ Austins' and Messrs. Shep- 
pard’s houses. 

3001. flas there been any disposition shown lately by the 
Hanse Towns to engage in the woollen trade 'with China?— - 
They have lately appointed a consul, who is now on his passage 
to Canton for tlie purpose of introducing Continental- manufac- 
tures into China ; woollens particularly. They have not yet 
commenced business ; but he has gone over for the purpose of 
obtaining information, and by the report which he gives the 
shipments will be guided. 

3002. At present do you understand that they have every 
confidence that that trade may be carried on with success ? — 
They have. 

3003. Do you know what are the prices of the same kind of 
goods at the Hanse Towns as compared with the British? — 
Till within this last two or three years the fine English cloths 
were not at all saleable on the Continent; but very considerable 
improvements have been made in the manufacture of cloths in 
this country, particularly in Leeds, and they have lately found 
their way all over the Continent ; they have been sold in con- 
siderable quantities for the fairs at Leipsic and at Frankfort, and 
in other parts of Germany. 

3004. Do you think there is any probability that English 
woollens may find their way into China by shipment from the 
Hanse Towns?— I think it is very probable. 

300.S. Supposing the trade were thrown open, do you think 
the English merchants would have a greater advantage in send- 
ing out woollens to China than the German merchants and the 
Hanse Towns merchants? — They w^ould have the advantage of 
the difference of expense in transporting them to Hamburgh 
and other places. 

3006. Would not the price give the English merchants an ad- 
vantage over the other merchants ? — Certainly. 

3007. In what degree would individuals purchase woollens at 
more advantage than the Company?— lu consequence of the 
objectionable clauses which are in ihc contracts of the East- 
India Company. The manufacturer must always provide for 
those, and in consequence he lays an additional price ; at least 
1 always found it necessary to do so when 1 was engaged in the 
trade. 

3008. Do you think he would prefer selling to an individual 
at five per cent, less price than to the Company at their price ? 
—It depends in some measure upon the nature of the cloth which 
is wanted. In some instances five per cent, more would be con- 
sidered about a fair price ; but in others, perhajis two and a half, 
or even less than that. 
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• .3009. Uponr the whole, would three to four per cent, place 9 Mar. ih^o. 
llie two upon a Jevel? — About three to four per cent. ^4~Diron 

•. 3010. Does that include the difference with respect to the 
dyeing?— No, that is quite independent of the saving in dyeing. 

In scarlet,* the difference betwixt being dyed in London and 
Yorkshire would make a saving on the cost of the cloth of 13 per 
cent; in purpleof 17 per cent; and in mazarine blue it' would 
be 20 per cent Altogether, in having Spanish stripe cloths 
dyed and finished in Yorkshire instead of London, and buying 
them as a private merchant does, about 15 per cent, on the 
average would be the si^ colours, of which the largest 

quantity is exported by the East- India Company. • 

SOIL Then, in your opinion, an individual can be supplied in 
Yorkshire with cloth already dyed about 15 per cent, cheaper 
than the Company ? — If he gets his cloth ready dyed in York- 
shire, and the Company dye theirs in London, he would have 
that advantage over them in the colours, of which the greatest 
quantity is exported. 

3012. Do the Company dye theirs in London ? — By far the 
greater part* 

3013. Have you the means of knowing that the Company do 
dye a large proportion of their cloths in London ? —I have ; and 
1 have understood that lately some have also been dyed in 
Gloucestershire. 

3014. Do you mean of their Yorkshire cloths? — No, the 
Yorkshire cloths are mostly dyed in Yorkshire. 

3015. Do you consider that cheaper mode of dyeing in York- 
shire to produce as good a colour as the dearer mode in London ? 

— Equally so. 

3016. Do you attribute, in any degree, the benefit derived by 
the Americans from the woollen trade to their smuggling into 
China ? — In consequence of the evidence given before the House 
of Commons, 1 made the observation to several Americans, with 
a view of ascertaining if it was ever practised, and I am told not. 

3017. Have you the means of knowing whether, with all these 
advantages, there has been any increase in the quantity of con- 
sumption in China P-^-Not having the amount of what the Anie- 
ricuns have exported lately, I cannot correctly answer that 
question; but it would appear, up to the year 1827, that there is 
a little increase of the American importations into Canton, but 
it is not much, compared with the two previous years. 

3018. Is the dyeing as good in Leeds as in London?— 

Equally so. 

3019. As you have a very general knowledge of the manufac- 
ture and trade in cloth upon the Continent, is it your opinion 
that in any part of the Continent, a competition could be entered 
into with the cloth furnished by Great Britain for China .^—*1 
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!) Mur. 1830. should be inclined to think not at present. A few years ago 

they had advantages over us ; but I think they have not now, 

Mr. A. jhxon. Q^jng tlie inoprovements which have been inadein the inanu-. 
facture in this country and the low price of the raw material. 

3020. What parts of the Continent do 3 rou think moat likely 
according to the present state of the manufacture, to enter into 
competition with this country ?-^The woollen inanufactiire of 
Saxony 1 should consider the most likely to injure us. 

3021. Is that of the lower or higher quality ef cloth?— 
The lower and the middle qualities of cloth. 

3022. Is it not the case that ‘in (brmertimes there was a con- 
siderable manufacture of cloth in Silesia, which was adapted 
especially for the Russian trade ?—l believe so. 

3023. Docs that manufacture still exist and flourish to the 
same extent? believe it does. I have not had any informa- 
tion to the contrary, excepting this last year; lam told Aat 
they have not been able to sell so much cloth as they formerly 
did on the Continent, in consequence of the introduction of the 
English. 

3024. Are you aware of the state of the manufacture of cloth 
generally in Russia ? — Since my arrival in London 1 have been 
informed that the principal and the most extensive manufacturer 
of woollen cloths in Russia has failed; a manufacturer who went 
from the West of England for the purpose of carrying on the 
woollen manufacture in Russia, and found that it would not 
answer his purpose to do so, and in consequence gave up t]ic 
idea altogether. 

3025. Where was the manufacture in Russia which has failed ? 
— Ill St. Petersburgh, or the immediate neighbourhood. 

3026. Are you aware that the cloth manufacture in Russia is 
protected and fostered very much by the government ? — Yes. 

3027. Then you attribute the failure of the trade in cloth to 
Russia to two causes, to the heavy duties that are laid upon 
British cloth, and the lower duties which are imposed upon 
Prussian ? — Yes. 

8038. Are you not aware that there art; cloths of a particular 
quality and colour admissible into Russia At a lower duty than 
cloths generally ? — Yes. 

3029. Do you know whether the cloth that the Russian 
soldiers are clothed with is manufactured by native manufUc- 
turers ?— -I have made inquiries regarding that subject, and I 
cannot get satisfactory information upon it ; by some 1 have 
been told that it is manufactured in the country ; by others, that 
it is manufactured in Breslau and tlie neighbourhood. 

SOSO. Can you state whether the export of woollens to India, 
since the trade was opened in 1814, has Increased to any great 
degree ?— To a very great extent indeed. 
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S03L Mueh more than to China ?«-.-^Much more than lo China. 
The exportation amounted, for the year ending 5th January 
1899, to 30,555 pieces of cloth. • 

3032. Can you state what it was In 1814 ? — (For the anmer to 
•this question,, see Mr. Dixons evidence of Thursday the 1 \th of 
March.) 

9033.' Can you state what were the articles which composed 
the large order of which you have spoken, which is now oeing 
executed in Yorkshire ? — Cloths of different descriptions, similar 
to what the East-India Company sent out. 

3034. Are you awafn^whetber there have been any new arti- 
cles of manumcture of late years exported by the •Americans, 
that are likely to suit the habits of the Chinese ? — There is one 
now preparing in Yorkshire; and from the information which I 
^ve upon the subject, I am told that die demand is likely to be 

X ense, both in India and China. It is a woollen cloth made 
a cotton warp ; it may be made extremely thin, and at the 
same time much stronger than a woollen cloth of perhaps three 
times times the substance. 

3035. Is there any order for that to any extent now in cxecu- 
tiou?-*It is not in a situation yet of receiving orders for it, but 
it will be veiy sliortly. 

3036. Have you any means of knowing what the Chinese 
think of this cloth ? — It has been shown to gentlemen who have 
been in China and also in India, and their opinion is what I have 
just stated. 

3037. You have stated, that at the India-House fees are paid 
upon the examination of the cloths, and that sometimes Qd., 
sometimes Ir., sometimes as high as 2s . ; are those fees arbitrary, 
or how are they regulated ? — They are always stated by the 
Company in their contracts. 

3038. So that they are known by the manufacturers before- 
hand?— Yes. 

3030. Is the commission also known ?— It is. 


Jovis, llo die MarHi, 1830. 

WALTER STEVENSON DAVIDSON, Esq. again called 
in, and examined. 

3040. You were the senior partner of one of the two leading 
houses of business in Canton ? — I was. 

304L Will you state any advantages or disadvantages which 
in your opinion, result to the British trade generally in China, 
frpm the existence of the East-India Company under the present 
regulations ?^I believe 1 can state both advantages and disad- 
vantages; and they divide themselves into two heads, that is to 


3VJ 

9 Mar. 1830. 
Mr. A. DtJton. 
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11 Mar. iHuio. say, commercial and political. I shall commence with die com- 
” — mcrcial. The influence of the East-India ^mpany/ who can 

^ ^ and do act with unity and vigour, fbrms a counterpoise of ines-. 

timable value against the Hong monopoly, which individuals* 
could not form. The absence of this counterpoise would have 
the direct effect of decreasing the prices given for all the imports, ‘ 
and of increasing the prices demanded for all the exports. • The 
Company’s support of bankrupt merchants (for the greater 
number of the Hong in my time were so), by its advances on 
teas, has enabled the consignees of the country trade -to do what 
could be done in no other country with v^ch 1 am acquainted, 
namely to deal symstematically with ba^rupts, and thus obtain 
much higher prices for their merchandize. During the latter 
part of my stay in China, although so much property passed 
ihroiigh my hands, I scarcely ever thought of dealing with a 
solvent merchant, because the consequence would have been a 
great loss to my principal ; and this was all in consequence of 
my knowledge that I had the Treasury and the influence of the 
powerful East-India Company at my back. Another advantage 
of the East-India Company in China was the facility to remitters, 
through bills on their Inaian governments, and by which both 
my constituents and myself sometimes obtained a better exchange 
than by any merchandize we could ship. I have known large 
sums of money which were due to me by the bankrupt mer- 
chants, and which I could obtain in no other way, come direct 
from the Company’s Hong to my Hong, being advances obtained 
from the Company’s servants. I have also received large sums 
oi’ money in bills on England, obtained in the same manner, 
aflcr urgent solicitation on the part of the merchants to the 
supercargoes ; which species of remittance, in those days, went 
by a technical name which has quite escaped my recollection. I 
bhould perhaps, have stated earlier, that on the first entering of 
the ships, if 1 had not resolved to deal with those insolvent mer- 
chants, 1 sliould have found the greatest difficulty in getting the 
ships secured, because the extortions of the Chinese government 
arc always proportioned to the wealth of the party who secures 
the ship. As to Eritibh subjects, I conceive that such security 
of person and property is not to be lost sigh*' cf as is afforded 
by a public body, having every seasun from eighteeu to twenty 
ships of force at their command, the influence of which was 
always in my time extended in favour of British commerce, 
save and except on that of the prohibited article opium. Those 
arc the leading advantages that now occur to me of a commer- 
cial nature. Politically, 1 think that all Englishmen owe the 
Company’s servants in Canton a debt of gratitude for their in- 
fluence over the last ambassador that went from this country to 
China, in inducing him to abstain from performing that degrading 
act of reverence termed the kotow. I call it not a ceremony, 
because in China it is no ceremony, but a distinct acknowledg- 
ment of inferiority and subjection ; and if it had been periormed 
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. by the ambassedorf I verily believe the China trade would ii Mnr. 1630. 

not have been in existence, at this day. I will next state the , ; 

disadvantages that 1 conceive the existence of the East-Iiidia ^ 
Company, ; under the present systemf to be productive of; and 

' really I think they are both few ^nd . unimportant. It is in 
'the power of the Company’s servants to stop all British trade ; 
and it is no doubt possible that such power may be exercised on 
mistaken motives, and for speculative advantages. 1 was present 
during the two great stoppages in 1814 and 1821, and such 
interruptions of trade have certainly been “ few and far between.” 

1 was a party who, I. Relieve, as an individual, suffered as much 
on both occasions, eitKer hnmeldiately or prospectively, as per- 
haps any one unconnected with the Company ; anJ 1 can con- 
scientiously say, that 1 believe the stoppage of 1814, which was 
caused by the Company’s servants, to have been perfectly un- 
avoidable. Security against its being done capriciously, or on 
slight grounds, can only be found in the character of the 
parties ; and the deep responsibility which they incur, not only 
to their own immediate employers, but to the country at large. 

I will explain what I mean by saying that I suffered deeply 
myself from these occurrences. In 1814, the conduct of my 
house was so much disapproved of by some of its constituents, 
for not protesting against the conduct of the £ast-lndia Com- 
pany, that we lost a large portion of valuable business. The 
merchants of Bombay, upon that occasion, framed a memorial 
to the Board of Control, setting forth the great advantages of 
their trade to the East-lndia Company, by reason of the duty 
paid on the cotton in the first instance ; also, by the territorial 
revenue of that part of the Company’s own territory in the 
Guzerat, from which the cotton came ; and again, from the 
duties on the return-cargoes from China ; and they contended, 
that the East-India Company had no right to stop their ships 
in China, which gave them just cause to seek remuneration by 
an action at law. That the case pressed upon them with 
peculiar hardship 1 always deeply regretted ; that the law was 
on the side of the Company I never doubted. I have by me 
the form of bond given by the owners of country ships to the 
Company’s Bengal Government in India, before setting sail for 
China ; in which it clearly appears, that all British merchants 
trading by such sufference as they did, were bound to conform 
to the orders of the Company’s servants in China. I say 
nothing of the original Act of Charter, because that is within 
the reach of this Committee, and bears also strongly upon that 
question. In the stoppage of 1821, which was brought about 
by the Chinese and not the East-India Companj', ilie super- 
cargoes then prevented only the entrance of country ships, not 
their loading and departing from the port of Canton ; and it is a 
fact, that country ships did load and depart quietl}', at a time 
when it seemed to J:)e pretty universally considered that the 
Company’s ships would have been fewced to as.suine a hostile 
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11 Mar. 1B30. attitudei pending a reference to England. There u^ano^r 
commercial disa^antage, but it isi perhape». hardly worthy of 

/r. s\i)avtdson, being mentioned; such is the jealousy entertained by Ae^EasV 
India Company respectk^ Woollens and worsteds* that 1 u^n 
one occasion, about the^iilur 1615, wad prevented from exporting 
from Bengal in a ship with myself (a country ship) a cou{>le of 
carpets, for the use of my house at Canton during the winter 
season. 

3042. Has the East-India Companv*8 Factory, during your 
experience, given encouragement andf protection to, or uirown 
impediments in the way of individual-^Btitish merchants in 
China ?-^During my time I never knew the British Factory 
throw a wilful, or, as I conceive, an unnecessary impediment 
in the way of British trade ; and so long as that Factory shall 
continue to be constituted of the same materials as it was during 
my time, that is, of well-educated, intelligent, patriotic, and 
honest men, so long will they, I Conceive, give encouragement 
to that trade, and even hazard a departure from tliat narrow 
poli^ which has, on more than one occasion, emanated from 
the Leadenhall. I will relate the occasion to which I allude. 
A ship to my consignment lay at Whampoa with the most 
valuable cargo that in those days had ever been known to 
be in one small bottom; the estimated value was 1,600,000 
dollars and upwards. Great difficulties then obtained in the 
opium trade, and threats of search bad been thrown out by 
the inferior Mandarins. 1 received an express from Wham- 
poa from the captain of the ship, stating suspicious appearances, 
and expressing the greatest alarm in consequence of both his 
officers having been taken violently ill immediately after their 
dinner, from which he inferred they had been poisoned. I 
immediately collected what strength 1 could from the country 
trade; and, before embarking for the spot myself, I waited 
upon the then chief of the British Factory ; he was my intimate 
friend, and the sincere friend of all British interests. I said, 
“ I know you can do nothing for me personally, who am known 
to you only as a foreigner : but there is £400,000 sterling of 
British property at Whampoa at this moment in the utmost 
jeopardy; and I put it to you, whether, with such a fleet as 
you have there, you will allow that property to be plundered, 
and particularly as many lives must be sacrificed In the attempt." 
The president of the committee saw clearly the difficulty he 
was placed in ; but being most anxious to render every assist- 
ance, he most considerably devised a plan which perfectly 
satisfied me. He said, “ You know as well as I what my orders 
are respecting opium ; but where so much British property is 
in danger, I will go beyond my orders ; I will speak daggers to 
them, although I dare not use them ; in short, 1 will make a 
demonstration which may be of great service.’* He merely 
concerted with me a signal, which shouUr be known between 
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my&sV a^d one of the Compan/s diips at Whampoa# 1 went li Mar. 1830. 

down the river with* the party I had collected^ and when we «"77" , 

arrived on board the vessel we found the chief officer had died ; 

the second remained ill ; the men iger^all at arms ; but no 

symptom having been manifested of anli^ntion on the part of 

the Chinese to commit aggression, the only use I had occasion 

to make' of the president’s kindness, was to obtain surgeons from 

two of his ships to dissect the dead officer ; and having done so, 

we discover^ that poison was not the cause of his death. We 

continued a strongly-armed watch however^ and upon the alert 

for twenty-four hours. .^The Chinese either saw that we were 

prepared, or never mt^ded the 'attack, and the alarm passed 

over. 1 have knpwn the British Factory to throw impediments 

in the way of British 8id>jects by sending them away from 

Cantem at an inconvenient sei^on lor their business ; but that 

was merely the dry e;s^cise of the law, and I never knew it 

wantonly resorted to. 

3043. What, in your opinion, would be the result of the with- 
drawal of the East-India Company from China, and of an open 
trade to that country?—! conceive the result would, sooner or 
later, be a war between England and China, accompanied by 
wide-spread individual ruin ; unless the Chinese government be 
previously either coaxed by discreet, or coerced by energetic 
negotiation into that amicable and reasonable intercourse with 
other nations, which every civilized state is bound by the dictates 
of nature to cultivate with its neighbours. 

3044. Have you, or have you not, understood that the best 
teas brought to Canton were placed at the option of the Com- 
pany ? — In my time 1 really think there was an almost universal 
concession to that opinion. 

3045. Do you, or do you not, consider that were individual 
purchasers of teas competing with each other to enter the China 
market instead of one great purchaser, the effect of it would be 
to raise the price of teas in China ? — Certainly. This would 
happen in any market on so thorough a change of system : but 
that effect would gradually subside of course, because the higher 
the price was raised, the greater would be the manufacture, and 
the effect would tlicn be a return to remunerative prices only, 
and thus matters would in the end, most probably, find their 
level. 

304G. Do you consider that were the privileges of the East- 
India Company done away with, the Hong merchants would have 
more control over the trade, or that the trade would be more 
extended?— It would be quite a natural consequence for the 
trade to become more extended ; but if the East<lndia monopoly 
is to be done away with, and the Hong monopoly to continue, it 
involves an absurdity too great to suppose this country could 
submit to, because IJiave already stated that the East-India 
Company is a counterpoise absolutely necessary to eountcrart 

2v 
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11 Mnr. 1830. in part, although it must be insufficient' to balance the Hcei^ 
ir. s~l^vidson 5 ^hese consequences must mainly depend upoo * 

’ iity. ’ the future acts of the Chinese govemmetit. . . .• 

3047. Do you considdF that the British Factory, by re^sting 
attempted encroachments of the Chinese government on existing 
privileges, has or has not contributed to the advantage of foreign 
trade generally ?— Most certainly: and that is what I conceive 
to press so cruelly upon the interests of this countiy, because I 
feel that these advantages to foreign trade are obtained at the 
cost of Great Britain ; which trade, I grieve to say, 1 believe can 
never safely be opened to British industry and enterprize, but 
under th^ sanction of laws and regulations founded upon previous 
negotiation. I hold that we have hitherto possessed the trade 
with China on the frail tenure of a thread, and on a footing as 
degrading to the character as it is repugnant to the feelings of 
this nation. 1 hope to see the day when, as regards our inter- 
course with China, England shall follow the dictates of a wiser 
policy without losing sight of the maxims of justice ; when the 
name of the East-India Company shall be known but in the past 
history of the country, and when that justly obnoxious term 
monopoly shall be expunged from the vocabulary of this great, 
enterprising, industrious, and most commercial people. 

3048. Do you mean by foreign trade, all that trade that is 
carried on by persons not British subjects ? — Clearly ; and that 
is the reason I have stated that it is at the cost of England that 
those advantages have hitherto been obtained. 

3049. Have you visited other parts of Asia besides that of 
Canton ? — I have visited all the four Presidencies of India, 
Malacca, Sincapore, Java, New South Wales, many of the 
Eastern islands ; and I have sailed from India up the Red Sea, 
upon which occasion I landed at Cosseir, and the ship proceeded 
to Suez, near the head of that sea. 

3050. Have you any knowledge of the success, or otherwise, 
of the trade which has been carried on between China and the 
ports of continental Europe in American or other foreign vessels ? 
— My knowledge of it is not extensive; but I have the results 
of some such adventures now by me, if the Committee wish to 
hear tJieni. In the spring of 1819, a very tine ship under Dutch 
colours came to Canton ; she was owned by a very intelligent 
merchant in Holland, a particular friend of mine, but from 
motives of expediency was consigned to the Dutch Factory at 
Canton, and not to me. I was of some service to the concern, 
however, and in return the owner sent me a particular statement 
of the result. The ship was loaded with tea, and a small quan- 
tity of cassia lignea and sugar. Some of the sugar, by the bye, 
had been collected at Siam, where the ship had previously 
attempted to obtain a whole cargo, but failed. On the return 
of that ship to Holland there was shorb of £1,500 sterling left 
<or her freight, and the owner in transmitting to me the account 
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"‘wrote 9S foHowt! waited the result of our adventure, hoping n 1 H 30 . 
-to hate found inducement to repeat it. You will be sorry to 
learn that in this we have been disappointed. This goes by a ^ 
veteel from Middleburgh, which, by Proceeding a second time, 
one would suppose had done well in die first adventure ; but the 
fact 1 have reason to know is the contrary : and it is easy to 
reconcile this, when I inform you that it is not like ours, a 
private concern, but divided into a great number of shares, and 
administered by a single house, calling themselves book-keepers, 
who have, no doubt, only a small share themselves, and arc con- 
sequently more than compensated, for any loss on that share, by 
a good commission on the whole transaction." The game cor- 
respondent, writing a few months afterwards, says, Our unfor- 
tunate Canton cargo, though sold by us nearly eight months 
is yet nearly all ^ in naturdy* and would now certainly sink 
from ^,000 to 6,000 pounds more than we lost by it." I can 
state another adventure about which 1 knew. A French house 
sent a large ship to China, and the cargo was furnished by bills 
being drawn through my house, and on Bengal. This occurred 
in 1819. In December 1820 I saw the owner of that ship in 
Paris (I had been acquainted wdth the gentleman at Canton 
when he conducted the operation), and he told me that it had 
brought ruin on all the parties concerned. 

3051. Do you consider the mode adopted by the Company of 
contracting for teas with the Chinese merchants to have been 
advantageous or disadvantageous ? — Highly advantageous for the 
Company. In proof of which 1 will state, that 1 have by me 
accounts by which 1 perceive that teas, which 1 purchased in the 
spring of one year at 34 tales, 1 readily sold in the shipping 
season at 38, besides interest of money at 12 per cent per 
annum ; for teas I purchased at 36 tales 1 obtained 50, and for 
teas 1 purchased at 17 tales 1 got 30. This is but an instance 
of what 1 might probably have done on a certain scale almost 
every year 1 was in China. 1 will read an extract from a letter 
from my firm to a house in New South Wales, written at the 
time of the Topaze’s stoppage in 1821 : << Within the last four- 
teen days your 3,000 chests of hyson skin have advanced three 
talcs, and were it not for our engagement with the ship Almo- 
rah, we could at this moment readily resell and pass 6,250 
dollars to your credit : and what the event may be when another 
fortnight has passed by, we cannot tell ; but we venture to pre- 
dict, that should the Company's trade be re-opened, the last of 
their twenty-one ships cannot be loaded with good tea ; and, on 
the other hand, should circumstances unhappily protract the 
settlement for months, it is notorious that the up-country dealers 
in that article will be ruined, and the regular supply in conse- 
quence deranged, whilst you will be safe from competition in the 
interim by tlie rigorous blockade already commenced by the 
ronipany’s authority oh country ships bound inwards." 
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11 Mar. 1H30. 3052. Do you consider that, in the event of an intertraption 

^ : of British interdburse with China, tea could be brought in Chr^ 

If , s,namdso7ij quantity, and of good qualit 3 r, to the 

islands of the Eastern Archipelago ? — iMy experience can be of 
no use in answering that question. The thing is possible, but 
1 should think the most improbable thing in the world that 
it could be done so as to answer the purpose of England. 
In the first place, the law of China is expressly against it ; 
in the second place, the vessels are of that precarious and 
insecure description, that certainly none but such a body 
as the East-India Company could, think of trusting their pro- 
perty upon thorn. When I say the East-India Company, I mean 
that or any other such body on which the failure of an enter- 
prize would not bring ruin, because a company, of course, can 
venture to liazard what individuals cannot do ; but I am satis- 
fied that no individual British merchant would ever have 
thought of resorting to Such a desperate expedient in my time. 

3053. Would you consider property of your own to be safe 
in Chinese junks, such as navigate the Chinese seas? — Most 
certainly not. I think I am correct when I say that the calcu- 
lation in my time ran thus : if seven junks sail from China to a 
distant port, one out of the seven was lost ; but I should say 
that that calculation is wide of the truth. On recollecting my- 
self, I believe the proportion returning is too great ; and from 
wliat I know of their construction, outfit, and manning, (for 
the only thing good about them is their conduction, they have 
an European, generally a Portuguese captain,) I should say 
that the probable loss of one in five is a better answer to the 
question. The confusion, from the want of discipline, that 
prevails on board those junks, prevents the European naviga- 
ting captain from having any authority in times of danger, and 
therefore all the assistance they derive firom him is when they 
are in the open sea. 

3054. Have you heard that the losses sustained by some 
individuals during the great fire at Canton were made good by 
the Chinese ? — Yes ; I have heard so. I do not call to mind 
liaving heard from what source that wvs ; at the same time, 1 
can have no doubt from whence tlie indemnification came. It 
was from the consoo fund, which fund is formed by a direct 
tax on the foreign trade : it is a very secret fund ; but I have 
reason to think it is levied more often upon the imports than 
the exports, consequently the Americans, w'ho brought a large 
portion of dollars in my time, did not pay their quota to it. 
There is another peculiarity about the consoo fund, which is, 
that when once any article is made tributary to it, which will 
happen in the origin for a particular purpose, it does not follow 
that when that particular purpose shall be answered the tax on 
such article shall be released, consequentl}^ it is the most anti- 

‘ commercial, oppressive, and infamous tax imaginable. 
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9055. By whom is this tax imposed ; by the Hong merchants, 11 Mar. 1830. 
or by the Viceroy at Canton ? — No doubt by^the advice, and ^ ^ t — ; 
certainly with the connivance of the Hong merchants. I have 
often discussed it with them, when they perfectly acknowledged 
the justness of ray animadversions upon it. It is the same de- 
scription of abuse which would prevail in other countries if 
submitted to ; and 1 think there is a good deal of analogy 
between that and what is actually taking place at this moment 
in this country ; I allude to the fact of Mr. Pitt, and other 
ministers of the day, having formerly raised the salaries of all 
public functionaries on the plea of tlie great dearness of provi- 
sions and other necessaries of life ; and now we see how difilcult 
it is to obtain a reduction, although it be quite notorious that 
£1,000 well husbanded, wdll go almost as far as £1,500 did 
formerly in the maintenance of a large family. 

3056. By whom is the consoofund managed? — By the Hong 
merchants ; at least, we know of no other party in the affair. 

3057. Should you consider such remuneration of losses sus- 
tained by fire as any proof of an amicable disposition of the 
Chinese government ? — Most certainly not. They had nothing 
to do with it, I believe ; but the Hong merchants must have 
found it convenient at the moment to pay off a few clamorous 
applicants, and they would immediately indemnify themselves 
out of the consoo fund. 

3058. You mentioned the case of a Dutch ship having ob- 
tained a partial cargo at Siam, but w'as not able to obtain the 
whole ; what prevented its obtaining the whole cargo ; was it a 
political cause, or a commercial cause? — 1 understood at the 
time that the chief difficulties had been thrown in the way of 
the enterprize by the public authorities; but the gentleman 
who conducted the ship, one of the most intelligent men I 
ever knew, considered it would be a fruitless attempt to 
repeat. 

3059. Was it on account of the place being unfit for com- 
merce that no good adventure could be made there, or was it a 
fruitless attempt, in his opinion, from the obstruction put by 
the government? — I should say probably both, as well as my 
recollection guides me. I have no information respecting Siam 
but general information. 

3060. You stated what that Dutch ship was freighted with 
from Canton homewards, what was the cargo outwards from 
Europe? — She brought dollars to Siam, which she calculated 
would have been sufficient to have invested the cargo in which 
she was in search of: but having failed there, and coming to 
Canton, the cargo she took home was more valuable, and the 
consignees were obliged to supply that deficiency by bills on 
Europe. 

.3061. You stated.that there was a loss by the homeward voy- 
age ; was there a loss upon tlic whole adventure, or merely u[)on 
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11 Mar. 1830. the return voyage?— I think', from .the tenti^r of 'my friend’* 

- . letter 1 have reap, there is no doubt it was a losing adventurt 

whole. But I stated in my former answer, not that', 
there was a loss, but that only about £1,500 was left as freight 
to the ship. 

.3062. Is that the only adventure which, during your time in 
China, you knew of to Siam ? — It was the only adventure I ever 
knew much of; and not having originated in China (for the ship 
came to Canton after making the fruitless attempt), I did not 
collect so much information about it as I should otherwise have 
done ; that is to say, my curiosity was not so much excited. 

3063. Do you know of any other foreigner who attempted 
voyages to Siam ?— I do not. 

3064. Or to any part of Cochin China? — None whatever, 
but what I read of in the popular history of that country. 

3065. You have stated, as the result of your experience in 
the trade of China, that you hoped to see the time when the 
trade of that country should be put upon a footing which you 
would consider more consonant to the interests and dignity of 
this country, by which all monopoly would be done away; 
have the goodness to state to the Committee what your idea is 
of this pcifcct state of the trade with China which you should 
wish to sec established ? — In doing so, I feel that I must con- 
sider China as a civilized nation ; and I therefore can entertain 
no doubt that vigorous negociation would obtain Great Britain 
all the privileges she can seek to enjoy in such a distant and pe- 
culiar county. The only basis on which, I think, the trade with 
that country could be carried on with safety to this country, 
and with comfort to the individuals who embark, is that of a 
treaty of commerce, wherein the duties of the foreigners who 
visit China shall be clearly and distinctly defined, wherein their 
rights, in return, shall be acknowledged, and the whole con- 
nexion proceed upon the sanction of such laws and regulations 
as I cannot doubt (it being always assumed that China is 
civilized) this country is in a state to exact. At the present 
moment the government of China admit us to hold intercourse 
with them. We take to them those articles wliich they require, 
and we receive in return the surplus of their productions : a 
state of things which I hold to be the most wholesome and 
consonant possible with the interests of both countries ; and I 
read in an author of celebrity, under the head of “ Right of all 
nations against one that openly despises justice,” that “ if by her 
constant maxims, and by the whole tenour of her conduct, she 
evidently proves herself to be actuated by that mischievous dis- 
position, if she regards no right as sacred, the safety of the 
human race requires she should be repressed and again, “ to 
despise justice in general is doing an injury to all nations.” 
Vattel is my authority. 

30CG. And you arc of opinion that this better state of things 
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in China, ni^ht.%^ brought about by a moi4 vigorous exercise ll Mar. isso. 

of authority on the -part of tliia country ?— I 'do not entertain a 

■ 'doubt of it ' ir.S.DaeUlsmi, 

. .3067. Do you think it might be ^roug^it about by a mere 
withholding of trade, or that it would require any more vigor- 
ous measure to produce it?— 1 consider that a vigorous nego- 
ciation, accompanied by a threat that the King of England 
would no longer consent to hold intercourse with China on the 
degrading footing on which it has hitherto been carried on, 
would altogether alter the tone of the government of Pekin. 

3068. Are you of opiniop thc^t the Company have generally 
assumed too tame a tone in their communications with the Chi- 
nese authorities ?— By no means. 1 am quite of a diiferent 
opinion ; and I think it would have been much better had the 
East-India Company instructed their servants in China what 
they were to do, and what they were not to do, and not left 
them such a dangerous discretion as has hitherto been vested in 
them. I take for granted in this answer, that the East-lndia 
Company in London would have done so in concert with His 
Majesty's Government, and I think it would have been wise for 
all parties to consider long ago what was best to be determined 
upon, instead of leaving individual traders at the daily risk of 
the loss of all their property. 

3069. But you are of opinion* that, either by the Crown or by 
the Company, some attempt should be made to put the trade 
with the Chinese upon a different footing from that on which it 
now stands ? — Certainly, by the Crown. 

3070. And you think that would be practicable ? — I have no 
doubt of it. 

3071. And being effected, you are of opinion that it would 
be for the interest of this country that the monopoly of the 
China trade should be done away ?— Certainly. 

3072. And that the trade, under such circumstances, could 
be conducted with more advantage to the country? — Certainly; 
it being taken for granted, however, that when the English mo- 
nopoly is done away, which should be subsequent to the nego- 
ciation, the Chinese Hong monopoly in its present mischievous 
operation should be stipulated to cease. 

3073. How long is it since you left China ? — I left China in 
the month of February 1822. 

3074*. You have spoken of the number of Chinese junks that 
were lost ; by whom are the junks freighted ? — By Chinese 
usually. 

3075. What do those cargoes generally consist of ?— Such 
articles as find a sale in Java and the neighbouring islands, 
principally, I believe, for the use of the Chinese scttlei s in those 
parts, who are very numerous; teas, silks, nankeens, sugar- 
candy, and so forth. 



330 

11 Mar. mo. 

W , S-m'Davidbon^ 



EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA APFArRsV’^ 

S076. What are the principal port^ they ^soft 

tavia is the very/pri^cipal one; at Ma}aeee).aQd Sincapore, and 
Manilla, (hey are constantly seen ; at Banca, at various ports 
in Borneo, and even, I believe, as distant as tlie Archipelago 
of Celebes and th^ Gulph of Carpentaria, on the north coast .of 
New HollancL ^ ^ * 

3077. Can you form any estimate of the amount of trade 
carried on between Canton and the Eastern Isles ? — No I can- 
not form any exact, or even approximate estimate of it. 

3078. If it should be found impracticable to C 9 erce the 
Chinese government in the manner you have stated, do you 
think the mode in which the trade is carried on now is the most 
beneficial and secure ? — Unquestionably, if I connect the bene- 
ficial witli the secure consideration. 

3079. It is presumed that the vigorous negociation you re- 
commend, must, of course, be accompanied with a commen- 
surate naval force to carry it into effect with success ?— ^I should 
think there is ample time to try a much milder mode of negoti- 
ation, before the period will arrive when it is absolutely neces- 
sary to adopt the last measure. 

3080. Supposing that, by negotiation of any description, 
success could not be obtained in tliat object, do you think tliat 
wdiiit is called the Company’s monopoly is necessary to counter- 
balance the Hong monopoly ? — I have already, in my answer to 
one of the questions, stated that such is my decided and un- 
equivocal opinion. 

3081. Wliat is your opinion of the profit and loss that has 
taken place in the country trade between China and India since 
1813?— I should suppose it has been much less profitable than 
formerly. 

3082. Has it been upon the wliolc a profitable trade? — What 
it has been since 1822 I cannot speak at all ; but during tlie last 
three or four years of my residence in China I fear that it was, 
upon the whole, the contrary. 

3083. Were not the embassies carried on hj Lord Macartney 
and Lord Amherst with a view o^ es^tabiishing commercial rela- 
tions between China and England ? — 1 always understood so. 

3081. Can you state to the Committee any reason why those 
embassies did not succeed in their object? — Because they never 
professed to be but complimentary embashies, and therefore were 
not calculated to succeed with the Chinese government. 

3085. Had they stated their distinct object to be that of 
commerce, is it your opinion, from the knowledge you have of 
the character of tlie Chinese government, that tliey would have 
been rceeUed at all?— They certainly would not have been 
more likely to be received into the imperial presence had they 
stated suel^, than in the manner in which they went, which 
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' was -of things the m.Qsl complimentary tcKhe government of li Mar. 1830. 

3086, When you stated that you exf^^^ed successful results 
from a more vigorous negotiation, did you contemplafe coercion 
by war ? — 1 stated, I think, in a former answer, that what I 
meant by poercion in the first instance, was a threat that the 
King of England could no longer tolerate the degraded state of 
vassalage in which his subjects were held in China, without 
privileges, without protection, without safety, cither to persons 
or property. 


3087. .Do you think that such threat, unaccomjianined with 
force, would produce the effect which you expect upon the 
government of China? — I confess I must cntertjfin doubts 
whether it would. 


3088. Then your ultimate view* would be, that, supposing 
such an attempt were to be made by the King of England, that 
that attempt in its ultimate result must contemplate the sending 
a force, and in fact, going to war? — That is just the point to 
wdiich I come, proyided I be justified in stating, wJiat 1 believe 
I have already done in a previous answer, that the common 
right of all civilized states to insist on holding reasonable inter- 
course with each other, is acknowledged by the best writers on 
the Jaw of nations. 

3089. Putting the right out ‘of the question, what rational 
expectation wouUl be formed of any warfare carried on against 
a nation of a population so immense? — During many year’s 
residence in China, the subject was constantly discussed. We 
had the infonnatioii derived from the first eiiibiis>y as well as 
from the last, and I never heard any man who had givi ii his 
mind to the subject, but came to this conclusion, that allliough 
the population of China may be 2f>0,000,000, 20,000 Ihitisli 
troops might march from Canton to Pekin at any moniei\t with- 
out hindrance or molestation. 

30f3(h Are you of opinion that it would be consistent with 
justice that the English nation should march an army of 20,000 
men from Canton to Pekin, merely because the government of 
China do not confer uj>on Pritisli subjects those commercial 
advantages to which you think they are justly entitled? — It is 
not commercial advantages that I have ever said I w'ould inukc 
war to contend for; but if the Emperor of China permits, as be 
has done, Englishmen to reside within liis douiiiiions for the 
purposes of trade, 1 think it is his duty to protect them, to 
foster that trade, and to see that Ins officers do justice to those 
who arc enterprizing enough to undertake it, and to rely upon 
his imperial protection and hospitality. 

3001. If foreigners settle in any country for the purpose of 
commerce, or for any other j)urpose, is not one of the condi- 
tions on which they reside in such countiy an obedience to the 

2 X 
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laws, and a confoiynlty with the customs that cmintry ?— 
Certainly* « * ’ • • • U 

3092. Are there any roads from Canton to Pekin for troops 
to nriafch on ?— I really do not . know, but there is oh modern 
maps a distinct tract of Lord Amherst’s route from Pekin to' 
Canton. I have such a map in an atlas in my own possession- 

3093. Have you ever seen any Chinese maps of the road ?— 

1 think not. 

3094. Do you conceive that a commercial treaty with China 
would be best ncgociated by the East-India Company, or by an 
ambassador, or any other party directly accredited by the 
Crown ?— By an ambassador direct from the Crown.* 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON again called in, and examined. 

309.5. The witness requests he may be allowed to answer the 
following question, which was put to him on his former exami* 
nation, on Tuesday the 9th of March instant : — ^What was the 
number of cloths exported by the free-traders in the year end- 
ing the 5th of January 1828?— Of British woollens, 30,289 
pieces, and of Foreign 552; together, 30,841 pieces. In the 
30, .5 55 i)ieces, which 1 before stated to have been shipped in 
the following year, is included 1,414 pieces of foreign woollen 
cloth. This (juantity of 30,555 pieces, exported by the free- 
traders to India alone, to the four ports only to which they 
have access, exceeds that of the East-India Company to both 
India and China, during the period, by fifty per cent. ; their 
export, according to the papers laid before the House of Com- 
mons, having only been 20,370 pieces, in which, I believe, is 
included the cloth for the use of the army. 

3096. You have stated that you had been engaged as a 
Blackw ell-hall factor till the year 1822 in London, and that 
you are now engaged in the woollen trade as a manufacturer at 
Leeds? — 1 stated that I am now a foreign commission agent, 
and have been so for several past at Leeds and in Huddersfield. 

3097. What was the name of your house in London ? — Abra- 
ham Dixon and Company, and previous to that, John Thomas 
and Company. 

3098. What is the firm of the house with which you are con- 
nected in Yorkshire? — I have no partner; I have been alone 
for some years. 

3099. Have you been in the habit of supplying the Company 
with broadcloths? — During the time that I resided in London 
frequently. 

3100. What is the process by which the Company buy those 
goods ? — By public tender and contract. 

3101. Did you find any difficulty in the dealings you bad 
with the Company?— No. 



•SELECT COMMITTBE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

. ’ 3102. Are you Bfware .that the CompanJ buy their goods il ig;iO. 
under a bye-law?— I am not aware of that*. V ^TtUofi 

..3103. Did you find that the Company fulfilled their engagc- 
ment9 faithfully and honourably with you ? — Perfectly so. 

3164. ^u stated that there were certain fees fbrniing a part 
of thlb' cotitract, were they fixed fees or arbitrary fees ? — They 
were always stated in the notice of the tender for the contract 
as fixed fees. 

3105. Were there not fines imposed upon parties who failed 
to deliver a proper article ? — There were. 

3106. Have you ever been subject to those fines?— During 
my transactions with the Company I do not recolject that I 
ever had to pay one fine ; but if I had, it was of a very trifling 
amount. 

3107. Have you had any facilities given you by the Com- 
pany, such as receiving money on discount before it was due ? 

— Not during the time that I resided in London, but pc'rhaps 
my partners might ; but I am not aware of the fact. 

3108. Are you aware that the Company are often in the 
liabit of giving those facilities to persons with whom they trade ? 

— I believe they do so when applied to for tliat purpose. 

3109. Do you consider that an advantage ?— Certainly it is 
an advantage. 

3110. Do you apprehend that this mode of contract is disad- 
vantageous to the Company ? — I think so. 

3111. In what respect.^ — In consequence of the fines and of 
the rejections, many houses are deterred from entering into tlu* 
contracts : indeed many houses, to my knowledge, would not 
enter into the business at all, in consequence of tlic danger of 
rejections and being subject to fines. 

3112. Did you refuse to supply the Company when you 
were engaged in tliat trade whenever an opportunity olfered ? 

— If those fines had not been imposed, we should have gone 
to a greater extent in our tenders for cloth to the East-Iudia 
C-om[)auy. 

.3113. But, to a certain extent, you w ere always wn’lling to 
engage w^ith the Company ? — When we had not other eniploy- 
ineut for our manufactories in Yorkshire. 

3114. Have yon any means of knowing whether theConqiany 
have always thrice the quantity of goods offered to them for 
wliich they liave occasion ?— I believe that is frequently the 
case. 

3115. Do yon think that is any proof of the disad\antage 
that the manufacturers labour under in dealing with liie 
Company ?— There are always people that are desirous of 
doing business. They would tender at a Ifigh [nice, tliai 
would cover the risk of lines and rejection^'. 
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3116. Are you Ware that the Company take the lowest ten- 
der? — I believe t^icy do. 

SIlTj Have manufacturers access to the Company’s samples/ 
and are you furnished with portions when you desire to see 
them?— Yes. 

31 18. You stated that the overlookers are very strict in their 
examination, and there is no appeal from them ? — & it is stated 
in the contracts. 

3119. Arc you aware that the Company occasionally take 
goods at a small reduction of price, which are not equal to the 
standard^ in order to favour the manufacturers ?— They doj I 
believe, sometimes. 

3120. Were you engaged formerly with Hamburg and Am- 
sterdam, and other places in Europe ? — ITes. 

3121. And you had also an establishment in the United States 
of America ? — I had. 

3122. Have you withdrawn from those establishments? — Yes- 

3123. For what reason ? — In the year 1826, the firm in Lon- 
don to which I belonged was unfortunate in business. 

3124. To what causes do you attribute your losses in trade ? 
— It arose from bad debts, made chiefly in this country, arising 
principally from our banking or agency business in London, in 
consecjucnce of the great depreciation in the value of every de- 
scription of property in 1825 and 1826, 

3125. Was your trade to America profitable ?— Yes. 

3126. Were the dealings you liad with the Company profit- 
able, or otherwise ? — To the best of my knowledge they were 
profitable. 

3127. Arc you at present interested in the house of Joshua 
Taylor & Co. ? — No, not for many years past ; not since 1822. 

3128. Do you happen to know whether they have many deal- 
ings with the Company ?— I believe they have. 

3129. Arc you aware of what became of the cloths that the 
Company rejected when you supplied them with a quantity, and 
when some were rejected ? — About the year 1812 or 1815, or 
rather previous to the year 1815, they were generally sold to 
the Mogadore merchants; since that they have been chiefly 
sold to the private traders for India and China. 

3130. At any reduction in price ? — Sometimes they have been 
sold at a reduction of price, and sometimes at an advance of price. 
Indeed, some of the cloths have been sent to America, and sold 
there to American China merchants. 

3131. Were they sold at a reduction in price ? — 1 believe ge- 
nerally those which were sent to America were sold at a profit. 

3132. Are the Committee to understand that those that were 
sold and went to America realized to the manufacturer a larger 
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price than the Compapy would have given for {hem ? — 1 am now 11 Mar. 1830. 

only speaking of those we manufactured oursel\%s : they brought . 

a larger price in Americai but in London they were generally 
sold at a loss. For many years, the rule in disposing of lirticles 
of that description was to deduct from the cost of the day the 
cost charged by the Company for dyeing ; that is, the cloth was 
sold dyed-at the same price as if the cloth had been white, and 
then there was a considerable loss. 

3133. As you reside at Leeds, does it happen to fall within 
your knowlecige, that when an application was made to the Com- 
pany to relieve the distresses in tlie neighbourhood of Leeds, 
circulars were sent round, and offers were made to the Company 
to supply cloths to an extent much beyond their demand ?— I am 
not aware of that. 

3134. Arc you aware what is tlie comparative cost price of 
woollen cloth in Leeds and in the West of England ?— There 
has not been much difference ; but 1 believe the Leeds cloths arc 
a little cheaper. 

3135. Then you are not aware that, in this particular instance, 
the Gloucestershire or West of England clothiers have under- 
sold the Leeds manufacturers ? — I am not. 

3136. Are you not aware of the fact of the Company having 
always offers for twice or thrice the quantity of goods that they 
have occasion for ? — Not that tha't is always the case ; that it is 
so sometimes, I have understood. 

3137. Are the Committee to infer, that the Company's mode 
of business is encouraging to Ihe manufacturer, by the quantity 
of goods that they offer? — It would a 2 )pear so from that. 

3138. Should you not conceive that a demand, equal in amount 
to the Company’s demand for cloth, by tlic private trade, would 
be eipially beneficial to this country as the Company’s demand ? 

— Certainly. 

3139. Can you inform the Committee w^liy the cost of the 
dyeing of the different colours in Yorkshire and in London dif- 
fers so much, the material of dyeing being the same ? — I believe 
the cause of the difference is chiefly this : the comparative small 
expense of coals in Yorkshire, and of rents and wages to servants ; 
and also, for a number of years, the London dyers have been in 
the habit of charging much larger proflts than the Yorkshire 
dyers are willing to do their business at. 

3140. Are there many private manufacturers who dye in 
London? — 1 am not aware of any manufacturers living in Lon- 
don who dye in London, except the East-lndia Company ; but 
there arc a number of woollen warcliouscmen in London who 
occasionally have cloths dyed with the London dyers. 

3141. Is there any other large company in London that export 
any thing like the quantity wdiich the East-lndia Company do, 
and if so, do they dye in London?— The only public body that 
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I am aware or is the Hudson s CompmijF, who buy 400 or 500, 

Mr, A, Dixon, perhaps 600 or *700 pieces of cloth every year, and I believe# 
they have them dyed in London, at least they had some years 
ago ; whether they continue it or not I do not know. 

3142. Is that a Company having also exclusive privileges? 
—Yes. 

3143. Arc the private individuals that have their cloths dyed 
in London, generally speaking, connected with the North or 
with the West of England? — With both ; but they will never 
have them dyed in London if time will allow of their having 
them dyed in the country. 

3 144. V Do you know what proportion the cloths bought by 
the East-India Company in Yorkshire bear to the cloths bought 
by them elsewhere ? — do not. 

3145. You were understood to state, that the risk of fines 
charged by the East-India Company, necessarily increases the 
price at which manufacturers can aftord to sell to them as com- 
pared with private merchants? — Yes. 

3146. Then the higher price which the East* India Company 
are stated to give, does not act as an encouragement to the 
manufacturer, but only covers the increased risk ? — Exactly so. 

3147. Did you mention all the fines charged upon the re- 
jected goods ? — I omitted mentioning that which is levied upon 
the manufacturer in case the cloth should be rejected or delayed 
in the delivery, that is from 10^. to 205 , each cloth. 

.3148. Arc not those conditions in the Company’s contracts 
intended to secure a perfect investment? — I believe that is the 
object. 

3110. Do you think they have that tendency ?— I have no 
doubt but they have. 

3150. r?ut at a higher price ? — At a higher price. 

3151. You stated, that when those rejected cloths were sohl 
to individuals, tlie practice was to sell a dyed article at the 
same price as a white article ; will you state wliat proportion 
the cost of dyeing is to the prime c;ost ? — Some years ago tlic 
cost of dyeing was not so mu^di in proportion to the juice of 
cloth as it is at present, and I can only statu the jwesent relative 
values. There are a variety of colours and they vary ; the white 
cloth would cost £G. G,v., and the cost of dyeing it blue would 
be £2. ll,v. iSd, I should state in explanation, that the Avest- 
country manufacturers gave their factor, or at least gave me 
Avhen I was a factor, the liberty of disjiosing of the rejections 
at the rate of which I am now speaking, but to do better if I 
could. 

3152. Then the practice was to abate from the cloth tlic 
price of dyeing, which, under the circumstances stated by you, 
is about 33 jier cent.? — Yes; 1 ought pLThaj)s to state, hi ad- 
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dition to what I have ijned, tliat formerly, cloth which now iiMar. 1830. 

cost six guineas cost about £20. I have not been in the trade 

lately ; there may be an alteration ; the manufacJturers may not 
at this time be willing to make sucb a sacrifice ; indeed, so great 
a sacrifice as that would not be necessary now. 

3153, When the cloth cost that price, was the dyeing pro- 
portionably high ? — By no means. 

3154>. Do not the Company’s tenders vary very much from 
each other from time to' time? — In the difierent descriptions of 
cloth they dp, but not for the same description of cloth ; they 
have been very much .the same for each description of cloth for 
many years; I believe since 1813 or 1814. 

3155. What is burling, for which a charge appears to be 
made on the part of the Company? — Burling is the operation 
of picking out any foreign substance which may adhere to the 
cloth. 

3156. What is the charge made by the cloth drai)ers of the 
Company for burling on super cloth ? — 2^. per piece. 

3157. What is the amount of the fee upon that species of 
cloth ?-— per cloth. 

3158. Have you a copy of one of the Company’s contracts 

for cloths? — There arc three different descriptions of contracts 
for the different descriptions of articles. I have one here which 
is dated on the 15th of April 1829, which is the notice of a ten- 
der or contract for 2,000 whole pieces of white list cloths, that 
is, cloth used for tlie army in India. ^ 

3159. Will you deliver in that contract ? — 

[ The xvilness delivered in the same, tv/iivh is as Jidloivs ,•] 


“ Gentlemen : EasUlndia House, April, 

“ I have the orders of the Committee of Bnyiiii; and Warehouses ol' 
the Bast-India Company to acquaint you, that the Committee are 
ready to consider tenders for supplying white list cloths A, to he de- 
livered on or at any time before the 31st of July 1829. The quantity 
wanted is about two thousand whole cloths. 

“ 2. The (piality of the cloth must be equal to the Company’s 
standard sample A. Each cloth must ))c of the length of forty-eight 
yard«, and he six quarters wide within the list; must weigh 60 lbs., 
and have no dyed head. Intending contractors will take especial no- 
tice, that tlie.se conditions will be strictly required to be fiilfdled. 
Positive orders are given to the Company’s overlookers not to pass 
any cloths of inferior wool, or worse weaving than the standing sample. 
The cloths must not be pressed. 

“ 3. Each cloth must be made with a dyed middle mark, which 
middle mark must be placed exactly in the centre of the cloth ; and 
dyed with indigo, and not logwood. All cloths of which the two 
halve.s shall have been scpjiratcd will be rejected : as will all cloths 
of which the list may be unduly heavy or wide. 

“ 4. Every piece must be fit to be dyed Am ura ; and the attention 
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11 Mar. 1830. of the manufacturer is in an especial matincr "called to ^Hia^cireum- 
— stance. ^ ^ j ■.."'"y .. ’v 

Mr» A. Ihxon, « 2 jjj cloths shall not be ddliycred within the 

time 'Specified in tie first clause, or, having (leen- delivered and re- 
jcctedfe sh 4 ll not be replaced with approved cloths within t^e period 
stated' iVthc same claisse, the contractor shall pay to the.Company» as 
and by way of licjuidutcd damages, the sum of ten shillings for each 
cloth which shall so not be delivered or replaced. The contractor 
must be careful to make eai*ly deliveries, in order that he may re- 
place any rejections within the time limited ; or he may send in a 
surplus to meet the contingency of rejections ; but this must be done 
on or before the day appointed for the completion of the contract. 

“ C. The goods will be subject, as usual, to the inspection of the 
Company's overlookers, whose decision shall be final. 

“ 7- Payment will be made upon Thursday the 24th of September 
deducting the li(|iiidatcd damages, if ineiirrcd, and the usual 
oflicc-fco of sixpence per whole cloth. Contractors arc also requested 
to take notice, that the sum which has been paid to the clplh-drawm 
for burling, viz. one shilling, is not to be paid directly, ns heretofore, 
to those persons ; but the same sum will be received by the Company for 
and oil account of the cloth-drawers, and will be deducted from the 
manufacturer’s bill of parcels. 

“ 8. (Moths which may be found by the d}cr, at the time of washing, 
or in preparation, to be defective, shall be immediatcl}^ rcfdaeed by the 
maker with good cloths, and the maker shall jiay the amount of all 
charges incurred; but the Committee distinctly give notice, that if it 
shall be discovered that any person has disguised oak-stained cloths 
witli fiillers’-earth, whitening, or other substances, so as to deceive 
the Compaq’s overlookers, the Company will not enter into any future 
eugageiiicnts with such persons, although he may oiler goods at a low 
price. Aud as it often happens that cloths prove unfit for coiisign- 
jiient to India upon their final inspection in the Company \s warehouse, 
after being dyed, owing to some original defect in the cloths not before 
tliscovcrable, it is hereby made a condition, that the maker shall repay 
to the Company the cost of such cloths, with all charges; such defec- 
tive cloths being, after payment, returned to tlie maker. 

“ !). Complaints having been made by the overlookers of the foul 
and Inirley state in which cloths are often found after dyeing, owing 
to neglect in manufacturing ; such cloths will be returned upon the 
manufacturer, who will be required to repay to the Company the value 
thereof, with all charges incurred thereon. 

“ 10. Very material inconvenience having been experienced from 
the imperfect manner in which the cloths are marked and numbered, 
it is the particular desire of the Committee that each maker cause his 
name and the number to be worked into tlie cloth in a very distinct 
manner, with linen or cotton thread, and the Christian name must be 
put at full length. The Committee will return to the tiuuiufacturci* 
any cloths which may be found defective in these points. 

“11. No charge is to be made for carriage to London, nor for cart- 
age to the Company’s warehouse ; the cloths will not be taken into 
the w’nreliouse in whole bales, but be unpacked in the warehouse yard, 
and counted singly into the warehouse. M'he wrappers must be taken 
back immediately, as the Company will not be answerable for them. 

“ 12. Kacli maker must name an agent in 'London, to deliver the 
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. d^diff %o tdce back the rejected goods^ to maj^ out bills of parcels^ 1 1 M ir IB U). 
and to do all other^eedful business. * * 

** the maker shall not find it convenienirto receive thb pay- 
haents himself^ he must give a regular power of attorney to some agent 
to feef^ive the proceeds. • 

14. Should it suit you to make an offer, yoQ'will please to attend 
to these conditions, which will be strictly observed on the part of the 
Committee ; and you will please to adopt the annexed form of a letter, 
without any variation. 

** 15. If your answer shall not be received atihe office of the Com- 
mittee of Buying and Warehouses in j^he £ast-India House before 1 1 
o’clock of Wednesday the 29th April 1829, you will be considered to 
have declined to manufacture for the Company at the present time. 

Many persons not having been careful to send in tlicir offers at or 
before the time appointed, it is positively ordered that no tender be 
received after the above-mentioned hour; and it is desirable that 
aoMiufacturers, having delivered a tender previous to the time limited, 
should abide thereby, and not cancel or alter the same by any new let- 
ter, such practice being highly objectionable. 


16, All goods which may be delivered in consequence of the pre- 
sent circular, will lie at the Company’s risk in case of the calamity of 

fire. 

17. The Committee reserve to themselves the right to reject any 
proposals which they may deem to he unreasonable, aithougli such 
proposals may appear to be the lowest and most advantageous which 
may be offered. 

“ 18. All persons making tenders are requited to seal ||p their ten- 
der, addressed to the Committee of Buying and Warehouses, and to 
write upon the outside, * Tender for white lut cloths,^ 

I am. Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

Wm. Simons.” 


3160. Will you state what conditions in that paper you con- 
sider objectionable, and which tend to increase the price of the 
article ? — The sixth, eighth, twelfth, and thirteenth clauses. 

3161. The sixth is, that the goods will be subject as usual 
to the inspection of the Company s overlookers, whose decision 
shall be final;” what objection have you to that? — Thcie is no 
appeal from it. 

3162. What is your objection to the eighth?— The eighth 
clause is, that cloths which may be found by the dyer at the 
time of washing, or in preparation, to be defeetive, shall be ini- 
incdiately repla^'ed by the maker with good cloths, and the 
maker shall pay the amount of all charges incurred.” 

3163. Do you consider that unreasonable? — No, I should not 
consider it unreasonable in itself ; but circumstances have taken 
place, arising out of this, which have beer very objectionable. 
I have known cloths sent back by the dyer, and the faults which 
were pointed out as being in them, I am very certain took place 
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in live dye-house* and were not in the cloths when. they went to 
be dj^d ; but it would be a most difficult matter to prove it. - 

3164'. Are the cloths inspected afler dyeing? — They arc in- 
spected previous to dyeing ; but it was so difficult a matter to 
bring it home to the dyer, that the manufacturer was obliged to 
take the cloth and submit to the loss. 

3165. Then you object to the double inspection? — Yes. 

3166. What is the next objectionable clause? — The eighth 
clause goes on to say, “ But the Committee distinctly give 
notice, that if it shall be discovered that any person has dis- 
guised oak-stained cloths with fullera*-earth, whitening, or any 
other substances so as to deceive the Company’s overlooker, the 
Company will not enter into any future engagements with such 
person, although he may offer goods at a low price. And as it 
often happens that cloths prove unfit for consignment to India 
upon their final inspection in the Company's warehouse after 
being dyed, owing to some original defect in the cloths not be- 
fore discoverable, it is hereby made a condition that the maker 
shall repay to the Company the cost of such cloths, with all 
charges ; such defective cloths being after payment returned to 
the maker.” Now, I have known instances where cloths have 
been suffered by the dyer to remain in his possession before they 
were sent to be tendered, and during that period they have 
shrunk up so much that it was impossible to get them out to 
their origiial width, and in consequence of that cloths were 
returned to the manufacturers, whereas if the dyer had sent 
them to the setter to be tendered immediately, that would have 
been avoided. 

3167. Did you find these grievances the last time you dealt 
with the Company ? — I found them occasionally. 

3168. But you continued to supply the Company notwith- 
standing you felt those grievances ? — Certainly. 

3169. Will you state your objection to the twelfth clause? — 
The twelfth is, “ Each maker must name an agent in London to 
deliver the cloths, to take back the rcjc*cted goods, to make out 
bills of parcels, and to do all other needful business.” There is 
nothing objectionable in that on the part of the manufacturer, so 
long as the Company are willing to pay the additional price for 
the goods. 

3170. Your objection is, that he is obliged to add to the value 
of the cloths that which he pays for agency under that commis- 
sion ? — Yes. The thirteenth is, If the maker shall not find it 
convenient to receive the payments himself, he must give a 
regular power of attorney to some agent to receive the pro- 
ceeds ; ” that power of attorney is also attended with expense, 
which the private traders are not subject to. 

3171. Do not the Company permit any person who is named 
by the manufacturer as agent to deliver a charge of his goods, 
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to recjeive payment for you if you wish ? — Not without a power 
of attorney. 

3172. What is the expense of a power of attorney ?-*•! think 
it is about 30^. 

3173. On those occasions on wliicb you contracted with the 
Company could you have supplied another party besides the 
Company with cloths of the same quality at three per cent, less 
than you did the Company ? — Yes. 

3174. You would have done it?— My house in Yorkshire 
would have done it, ‘because they would not have been subject 
to the charge made in London. 

3175. Do you mean to say that you would have sold the cloths 
in Yorkshire at three per cent, less, or that you would have de- 
livered them in London at three per cent. Either, it makes 
no difference. 

3176. Would you have delivered them in London to another 
party at three per cent, less ? — Yes. 

3177. Then the risk of receiving a bad article would be trans- 
ferred from you to the purchaser of the goods ? — Yes. 

3178. Is it sufficient to give one general power to your attor- 
ney in London to receive money for you, or must there be a 
special power for each contract ? — Not for each contract. 

3179. So that one general power enables your agent in Lon- 
don to act for you for ever ?— For ever, so long as )|e continues 
your agent. 

3180. Do not you conceive that one of the great hardships in 
the inspection of the Company's overlookers is this, that in deal- 
ing with private individuals both parties concur in forming a 
judgment upon any dispute as to quality, whereas in the case of 
the Comj)any they arc obliged to abide by their decision with- 
out any referee of their own ? — Yes. 

3181. Are you not aware that those overlookers are persons 
trained up from boyhood to manhood in the business, and that 
their character is established by long practice ? — Yes. 

3282. Do you know any instances in which they have been 
complained of, or considered as dealing unfairly with the manu- 
facturers ? — During the time I had transactions with the Com- 
pany, 1 never had occasion to comidain in any one instance. 

3183. And you thought the inspectors dealt fairly between 
the manufacturers and the Company ? — Yes, 

3184. Were you obliged to give any fees to them for inspec- 
tion ? — No. 

3185. Do you consider that the character of the trade requires 
so strict a scrutiny into the qualify of the goods as the East-lndiu 
Company make ? — 1 should think not. 

3186. Is it not the case, that cloths furnished for army pur- 
poses, and delivered to the storekeeper, pass through the same 
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11 Mar. 1630 . ordeal, atid there is no appeal from that export as it is called? - 
^ "T7.. — No, the ordeal is not the same ; they do not impose any finea 

upon rejections. • ‘ ^ , 

3187. On what term of credit do you sell to individuals?-^ 
That depends upon the agreement made with the party at tlie 
time ; sometimes for cash, sometimes they buy at two, or four, 
or even six months, or even longer than that. 

3188. When you sell at a credit of three months, what would 
you charge upon the del credere account to indemnify you for 
the risk ? — A manufacturer selling goods dbes not consider that 
he is running a risk adequate to paying any del credere commis- 
sion for it, in selecting parties whom he thinks are perfectly safe. 

3189. Do you mean to say, that if you sell merchandize to 
parties at three months’ credit, you should consider the value of 
the risk as nothing of their stopping payment ?— 'No ; I should 
not say so. 

3190. What do you consider the value is ? — The value might 
be one per cent. 

3191. Should you consider that you were incurring a risk of 
one pur cent, if you sold your merchandize to the Company ? — 
No, 1 should not. 

3192. Then it may be assumed, that it is one per cent, more 
to your advantage to sell to the Company so far as that goes ? 
— Yes. 

3193. Supposing you were to sell goods upon the average of 
customers at six months' credit, would not you consider the 
guarantee of bad debts to be worth three per cent. ?— Two and 
a half or three per cent., selling them at six months’ credit. 

3194. Supposing you were in regular dealings with a house 
of great respectability and credit, should you think it necessary 
to charge a percentage upon the cloth delivered because there 
was not immediate iiayment ?— Not beyond the interest. 

3195. When you stated that there would be a difference of 
three per cent, cliarged to the Company upon ihe cloth delivered 
to them above that supjily to private merchants, did you then 
Contemplate cloths in a white state, or in a dyed state ? — In 
both ; but I think I stated three or four per cent. 

3196. If you made your sale to a house of substance and 
character in London, or if you had a credit assigned to you on 
any banker in London, should you think, in that case, that the 
risk of debt would be equal to two or three per cent.? — 
Certainly not. 

3197. When you speak of the del credere with respect to the 
manufacturing trade, are you not rather speaking of the risk 
attending the selling to an ordinary retailer of manufactured 
goods ?— I considered the question to apply to the general risk 
of business. 
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15® die Mariii^ 1830/ 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON,', being in attendance^ was again 15 Mar. 1830.. 

* called in, when he requested permission to give in the follow- 

ing explanation to his former evidence. l>iAon, 

The Statement which I gave in my evidence to this Com- 
mittee on Tuesday last, the 9th day of March instant, in regard 
the falling-ofF in the East-India Company’s exports of woollens 
to China, though correct, is not sufficiently explicit ; for 1 
find on closer examination, that it would have given a better 
idea of their real situation to have made other divisions of time 
in taking the annual averages, which would have shown, as the 
truth is, that since 1819-20 the consumption of British woollens 
in China has increased. 1 now beg to deliver in a Statement, 
showing this to be the case. 

[ The voitness delivered in the samCy uahkh voas read as follom :] 

“ From the years 1809-10 to 1813-14, both inclusive, 
the average number of pieces of woollens imported into 

Canton by the East-India Company was Pieces J^48,610 

“From 181 4-1 5 to 1819-20, the average for these live 
years was only 168,095 


“ Showing a decrease of pieces, or about 33 per cent 80,621 

“ In the eight years which have elapsed since the Ameri- 
cans Aime into competition with the East-India Company, or 
from 1820<21, the first year in which the Chinese market 
was opened in competition with the East-India Company, 
till the year 1827-8, the average number of pieces of woollens 
yearly imported into China by the East-India Company 


amounted to 179,274 

“ Or, had increased in quantity beyond the five years |)re- 
vious to American competition nearly seven percent, or ... 11,179 


" Total Imports of Woollens into Canton. 



Uv the Eiist-lndia 
Company. 

By the Americans. 

Totol. 


Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

if^.2:)-2(; 

212,346 

23,l5y 

23.'>, r>05 

1826-27 1 

23I,r>29 

26,977 

27,176 

258,506 

150,493 

j 1 

1827-28 

123,317 






3) 

! 644,504 

1 


Or avecuge yearly importation ; 214,8(34 
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15 Mar. 1830. This shows that the import into Canton in these three years, com« 
pared with the fivi: preceding, viz. 1830-21 and 1834-35dnclusive,hBd 
Mr. A. Dixon, increased nearly 25 per cent. 

* Pieces* 

Export : — 1830-1 •• .^.1 57,401 x 

1 821 -2 172,320 1 5) 867,004 

1822- 3 136,768 y 

1823- 4......221,814 1 173,400 - annual average. 

1824- 5 178,701 ’ 

“ And when compared with the six previous years, viz. 1814-15 

and 1810-20 inclusive, the increase of the three years, 1835-6 to 
1827-8, wus upwards of 30 per cent. 

Export 1814-15 224,6:i2> 

1815- 16 161,568 i 

1816- 17 175,801 

1817- 18 13.3,761 i 

1818- 10 144,717* 

1810-20 150, 254 > 

“ The decrease of the Company’s exports of woollens from tliis 
country to China commenced much earlier than the intcifcrcncc ol 
the Americaiib ; for on referring to the papers laid before Parliament, 
I find that from 1803 to 1808 inclusive, the exports of the East-India 
Company to China was never short of Jt*l,000,i)00 sterling, and aver- 
aged for these six }ears db'l, 128,557, but began to fall off materially 
in 1809. 

“ From 1809 to 1813-14 inclusive, the value of all other ardclcs, 
exclusive of woollens, exported to China, <avcragcd under •i'150,000 
annually. 

** The total exports since that period have never equalled the 
amounts now quoted, with the exception of 1828, and for the last 
nine years have been as follows : 


6) 990,733 

165,122 - annual average. 



Woollens. 

other Manuracturts. 

1 __ 

1 

1 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£, 

1H20 

713,683 

3<.»".3 

747,0 1() 

1821 

722,161 

141,699 

864,160J 

1822 

623,2-»‘> 

46,i30 

609,189 

1823 

674,585 

.13,462 

708,047 

1824 

5.12,231 

79,918 

613,139 

1825 

652,047 

92,811 

714,858 

1825 

756,968 

95,063 

852,030 

1827 

413,422 

80,393 

1 493,815 

1828 

618,412 

245,082 

863,494 


“ From 1809 to 1811 inclusive, which were years of war, the cx- 
poi is were as fullo>% s : 



select COMMITTEEof the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

' 0 ) 3,692,596 

•,1810, 826,097 > • . 

181 1 896,139 3 897,^3^ - annual average. 

Or, upon an average, of the yearly value of j£897,5d^, being a 
falling off) on the average of the six precgcling years, of upwards of 20 
per cent., the exports of these years having been— 


1803 £ 1,139,184 V 

1804 1,202,6071 

1805 1,050,4241 

1806 1,155,103/ 

1807 1,142.1201 

1808 1,081,849 ^ 


6) 6,771,287 

1,128,557 - annual average. 


‘‘ From the years 1812 to 1819, the Company’s exports of woollens 
to Canton were as follows : 


1812$ 
1813 1 

1814.. . 

1815.. . 

1816.. . 

1817.. . 

1818.. . 
1819... 


I have not been able 


to procure the amounts 
for these two years. 


.£ 829,070 X 
. 705,032/ 
. 858,1641 
. 624,128/ 
. 673,2971 
. 568,628^ 


6) 4,258,319 

709,719 - annual average. 


“ The average yearly value is £709,719, being more than 20 per 
cent. less than the average exports from 1809 to 1811 inclusive, and 
more than 37 per cent, less than the average exports from 1803 to 
to 1808 inclusive.” 


.TOSHUA BATES, Esq. called in, and examined. 

3198. You are an American? — I am. 

3199. How long have you been in this country? — I have 
been fixed here about ten years. 

3200. Have you been for some years an agent for the trade 
of some American houses in this country, and are you at present 
a partner in the house of Baring, Brothers, and Company ? — I 
am. I was agent first for an American house connected with 
the East-India trade ; afterwards as partner of the firm of 
J. Bates and John Baring, who had the management of the 
business of an American house, more particularly connected 
with the China trade ; and lastly, as partner in the house of 
Baring, Brothers, and Co. in the same trade. 

3201. Have you been acquainted with the general trade of 
America with India and with China? — For the last twenty 
years I have been constantly in situations that placed me im- 
mediately in connexion with that trade, both in America and 
this country. 
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15 1 830. 3202. Has the Cluoa trade been camed^^t^ Americisns j]! 

Mlua JBfUa generally by different houses, or has it not withm these few years , 

* got itito the hands of a very few hotlses?— Sereral yea^s asp ' 
(say twenty years ago) it was is the bands of a very ftwc «lii'e , 
number increased; and three or four yeats ago there were a*' 
great number trading to Canton, of which many have failed; 
and now I should say that the number is small again, 

3203. Have not your fnends carried on a large portion of 
the New England part of that trade?— I should think they 
have the largest portion by far. 

3204. Should you say more than one-half of the whole ?— I 

think at times one-half of the whole. ^ 

3205. Has not that trade consisted in shipments from Ame- 
rica to China by themselves in shipments from Europe to China 
under your direction, and then in returns from China to America 
and to Europe ? — That has been the course of the trade. 

3206. By whom is the business conducted in China ? — For 
twenty years it was conducted by Mr. Cushing, who was a 
partner in the American house ; for the last two years it has 
been conducted by a Mr. Forbes, who, 1 am sorry to observe 
by the last accounts, was drowned at Macao. 

3207. Were those persons partners in t1)e American house, 
or were they there acting on commission ? — They were partners. 

3208. So that it is an American house, w ith an establish- 
ment of partners in China, who carry on the trade there ? — 
Yes; it is an American house, with partners in China and 
America, and agents in Europe. 

3209. And they do not conduct it through any agency in that 
country, other than that of their partners ^ — None other. 

3210. You state Mr. Cushing to have been twenty years in 
tliat country ; is he at present in England ? — He is. 

3211. Do you not understand that he objects to appear as a 
witness before the Committee — He expressed his unwilling- 
ness to me to appear, and decidedly objected to come, unless 
the laws were such as to compel him. 

3212. Did he assign any reason for so objecting ?^Hc 
assigned a reason to me confidentially. 

3213. In this country, in what quality do you act, as agent 
for this trade ; have you any interest in the trade itself, or do 
you act merely on commission? — We have no interest what- 
ever ; we are merely commission merchants. 

3214. So that neither you nor they can have any interest in 
the profit or loss which may arise in the trade beyond your 
charge for agency ? — None. 

3215. Has tliat been the case throughout your agency? — 
Aiwa} B. 
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Wlulf^riliiriiaftAe house of Perki&s and Company 
Cbina bad otthi ’Atk0j^tcan trade from China 40 Eureplf?-— I 
. AouId'Sfiy for the past ^ear,..o]»e-Ji^^^ ' 

i617* In whose hands prmcipally is the other half?— -Of dif- 
rarent merchants ; some residing at Boston, some at New York 
andThiladelphia. 

3218. Does not Mr. Brown of Liverpool represent a large 
portion of the remaining half P^Tlie shipments from Liverpool 
I conceive to be returned to Philadelphia, not to come into the 
trade from Canton to Europe. The course is from Liverpool 
to Canton, and from thence to Philadelphia. They have, I 
believe, shipped very largely of Britisli manufactures. * 


3219. Have you any statement of the whole amount of the 
American trade in China? — Here is a statement of the amount 
of it in value, from 1815 to 1826, both exports and imports. 

3220. Will you be so good as to state by the year the amount 
of the American exports from China in the year 1820-2 IP- 
Four millions of dollars. 
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3221. What was the amount of the imports in that year? — 
Four millions of dollars. 

3222. What was the amount of the exports and imports in 
1826-7 ?— The amount of the exports is 4,300,000 dollars, the 
imports 4,200,000. 

3223. Can you state the amount in 1827-8 and in 1B28-9 ? — 
I can state the amount in quantity, but not in value. 

3224. Can you state whether in 1828-9 there is an increase 
or a diminution upon 1827-8 ? — There were exported from 
Canton in 1826-7 to the United States, 102,000 chests of tea ; 
in season 1828-9 there appear to be 80,000, 

3225. Can you state what was the amount which the Ameri- 
can houses sent to Europe? — In 1828-9 the shipments to 
Europe were 14,000 chests. 

3226. Besides the' trade of the Americans to America and to 
Europe, do they carry on any China trade to any other parts 
of the world ? — There is some trade to South America and to 
the Sandwich Islands, to Manilla, md to the north-west 
coast of America. 


3227. Have they a considerable trade to the Brazils ? — Now 
and then they have a ship to Brazil, touching at Buenos Ayres, 
not to a very large amoimt. 

3228. Do not the Americans carry on nearly the whole of 
the China trade with the different new governments of South 
America ? — I should think they probably did carry on nearly 
the whole. 

3229. To what cause do you ascribe tlie falling-off of the 
trade in the year 1826*7? — It had been overdone very much. 
Some persons in the United States had conceived the project 
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ir> Mar. 1B30. ofa monopofy in the trade, and even went no far as to suppose 

they could run a ship to Canton every month : the prudent 

trade]:s io that part of the world retired* and those who carried 
on the business in this way were soon ruined. 

3230. Has it not been for some years an unprofitable trade ? 
—It was not unprofitable previous to those operations of indi« 
viduals who attempted to drive others out of the trade. 

3231. By what means were they to drive others out of the 
trade ? — They thought that they could import so much tea, 
and that they had such superior skill in judging* of it, or in 
assorting it, that they would drive out the old traders, and 
thus get possession of the business. 

3232. Did they succeed in that attempt? — They all failed; 
all who attempted to transact business in that way. 

3233. Was there not a great deal of money lost in the Ameri- 
can China trade for some years?— The regular traders to 
Canton never have lost much. It was a blank business for a 
time ; but they are all wealthy people now ; they do not appear 
to have suffered much from it. 

3234. Has that trade revived since ? — I do not think it has 
become to the same extent as it was. 

3235. Is it more profitable than it was?— I have understood 
that last year the chief business, which is in manufactured 
silks, was not profitable. 

3236. Was the tea trade profitable? — The tea trade was 
fair last year, so far as 1 am able to judge. 

3237. Can you state the proportion of the tea exported from 
Canton by the Americans as compared with the East-India 
Company’s exports ? — The Company have, to the best of my 
recollection, exported 330,000 chests, or 300,000 or 350,000, 
as the season may be, and the Americans 120,000 or 125,000. 

3238. Should you say, upon the average, that the American 
export of tea is about one-third that of the Company ?— 1 should 
think it was more than one- third. The consumption in the 
United States is about 7,000,000 of pounds, that is, about 
one-fourth of the Company’s exports : tliut docs not include the 
shipments by American vessels from Canton to Europe. 

3239. Have you any means of stating a proportion of the 
whole trade of tea in China as between the Americans and the 
Company? — The 14,000 chests mentioned as shipped from 
Canton to Europe in 1828-9 were all shipped by Perkins and 
Company : but they did not all come in American ships ; there 
was one Dutch ship and one French ship. 

3240. Adding that to the other amount you stated, what is 
the whole amount of tea shipped by Americans from China ? — 
That would make 04,000 chests. 

3241. What proportion does that bear to the Company’s ex- 
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porta?— -The consumption in England appears to be about 15 Mar. 1830. 

iroiia 25,000,000 to 28,000,000 of pounds. I Jiave that infor- 

niation here for several . years, but I cannot now recollect 
where I procured it, tl)erefore cannot rely on it. I have the 
prime cost of the Company’s teas at Canton from 1809 to 
1829. In the 1818-19 season, there appears to have been 
brought 21,000,000 of pounds of teas ; and in 1819-20 there 
appears to have been sold in London, 29,000,000. 

3242. Of the whole of the American trade, what proportion 
is conducted by your correspondents ? — That varies from year 
to year ; but 1 should think last year one-half nearly. 

3243. One-half of the American consumption, and one-half 
of European, or one-half of the whole trade ? — One-half of the 
whole American trade, and all the European trade in the supply 
of teas, except what the Dutch Company have. 

3244. Have Messrs. Perkins a large establishment at Canton 
for the transaction of this great business? — 1 believe they have 
only Mr. Forbes, and a lad of fifteen or sixteen years of age : 
they have of course servants besides. 

2345. Do they derive their compensation from a share in the 
profits, and not from any charge they make for agency ? — That 
is the way in which it is arranged, I believe. 

3246. Have you at present any homeward-bound ships under 
your management, either expected or arrived? — No ship has 
arrived from Canton this season, and we cannot know whether 
we have any ships coming. 

3247. Had you any last season? — Last season we had a 
great number of ships to Europe. 

3248. Did they come direct from China to Europe ? — They 
came from China to Cowes, and a market. 

3249. By coming to Cowes and a market, you mean that it is 
the practice of the American trade to stop in any port in the 
Channel for orders from their correspondents in London, who 
direct them to the best market, according to their estimate of 
the European markets^ — That is the object of coming to 
Cowes. 

3250. Those ships having so come to Cowes and a market, 
where were they sent by you? — They were sent, one to Rotter- 
dam, one to Amsterdam, and two to Hamburg. There were 
two other ships, a Dutch and a French ship, which went direct, 
it being necessary, in order to secure the lower duties, which 
arc payable on direct importations in ships of the country. 

3251. Have the adventures of which you speak been pro- 
fitable ? — I should say that the returns of teas generally are not 
profitable. 

3252. Do you mean not profitable, taking their invoice cost 
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in China ? — It has alirays bean very difficult to make a fASW* 
niittancp in teas- 

S2&3. Have the teas of the last year not been profitable ?. — ' 
Last year I should say they have paid very Veil ; 1 cannot speak’ 
from very precise knowledge of it ; the year before they were 
losing. 

3254. But, generally speaking, have not the house in China 
considered that the outward shipments have been the shipments 
which have given the profit, and they have looked to the teas 
rather as means of remittance homer — I cannot say what may 
have been their views with regard to it, but 1 should judge that 
it was so considered. 

3255. Has not that, upon the average of years, been the 
general result of the trade ?^1 cannot speak as to the result, 
not having the winding up of the business ; but I judge, by its 
continuing, that it has been satisfactory as to the result. 

3256. If the general result has been satisfactory, and the re- 
mittance of teas home has been rather losing, must not the out- 
ward adventure, of necessity, have been profitable ? — I should 
draw that conclusion from it, certainly. 

3257. Are you acquainted, by communication with your cor- 
respondents, with the manner in which they transact their busi- 
ness in China ? — I have had a good deal to do with the people 
connected with the China trade for a long time, and have had 
several friends established there, and from them 1 have learnt 
something of the way in which they do their business there. 

3258. Do you know whether they trade with the Hong, or 
with the outside merchants ? — 1 believe they trade with one or 
the other, as it may be most for their interest. 

3259. Do you know practically whether it has been found 
most for their interest to trade with one or with the other? — I 
believe, for large operations, they have found it most advanta- 
geous to deal with the Hong merchants. 

3260. Do you suppose that a greater portion of the American 
trade goes through outside merchants than of the English trade 
that goes to China ? — I should think it did. 

3261. Do you know whether those outside merchants with 
whom they trade are merchants of substance ?— Some of them, I 
have understood, are. 

3262. But that they trade generally as they find they can do 
so to the best advantage ? — Yes. 

3263. Did you ever hear tliat they found any difficulty in 
securing their ships ?— I never heard of any. I always under- 
stood it was a place where it was the most easy to transact busi- 
ness of any place in the world. 

3264. Did you ever hear of any difficulty in procuring tea ? — 
No. 


15 Mar. 18.10. 

Jnhun liules, 
A47. 
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S265. Is not tea considered an article of which almost any 15 Mar. leao. 

. quantity can be procured there? — I cannot speak, except from 

coDvemtiran with others. I have alwaya understood that eveiy Joshun Batcs» 
body ihX^luna drinks tea, a^d therefore, of course, the quantity 
which is. exported must be very small in comparison with the 
whole. 

8266. Is there not always a great abundance of tea in the 
market? — ^There are generally 50,000 or 60,000 chests remain 
over. 

8267. Is not it very frequently a condition made by the 
Chinese in taking goods outwards,* that the person dealing with 
them shall take tea ? — 1 should think that a person who managed 
his business well would not make any arrangement of that kind^ 

8268. Is not tea an article which generally is superabundant 
in the market?— I believe the Chinese understand pretty well 
the wants of foreign countries ; they endeavour to bring forward 
the quantity that is wanted, and very little more. 

8269. Do you understand that Messrs. Perkins make their 
purchases from the Chinese on as good terms as the Company ? 

— I have no doubt they do for their contract teas, whenever 
they make contracts ; but 1 should suppose that tliey make their 
purchases to better advantage by taking any and every opportu- 
nity, according to the fluctuation of the market. 

3270. Do you consider therefore, that not confining them- 
selves always to contract, but by purchasing sometimes by con- 
tract, and sometimes in the open market, they buy, upon the 
whole, on better terms than if tliey did the whole of their busi- 
ness by contract ?— Undoubtedly. The contract price of tea 
has not varied but very little for a great number of years, not 
more than Id. or 2d.y but they frequently fluctuate 40 or 50 per 
cent. ; they fall that much. 

3271. Do you mean that they fluctuate between the contract- 
price and the market-price, when the contract is over?— The 
prices fall from November to February. Frequently the teas 
which are thus sold arc not the same sort of teas ; but teas that 
are sold at certain prices in November would sometimes be 
bought at 20, 30, or even 50 per cent, lower in February. 

3272. What do you mean by the teas not being of the same 
sort ?— There may be some among them of the same quality as 
the contract teas which the Company take, but the greater por- 
tion of them are inferior teas. 

3273. Are they the rejected teas of the Company ?— Pro- 
bably the Company never saw them ; they are not of a quality 
that they would look at. But sometimes, 1 believe, the Com- 
pany make purchases of those teas, picking out the best of them. 

3274. Is there not a considerable quantity of tea always in 
the market that has never been offered to the Company at all ? 

—1 should think there was u great quantity. 
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15 Mar: 1830. 3275. Po you consider the quality of the Company’s tea be|ter 

than the quality of the tea exported by Perkins and Compafliy ? 

Joshim^ iintcs. — better, generally speaking. The qualities which are bought 
for this market will not answer for other markets ; other Coun- 
tries will not pay a price to compensate for the .finer' qualities, 
particularly ofblack tea. 

3276. Is the quality suited for the American maiket superior 
or inferior to the quality suited for the English market ? — 1 
should say that the black teas were inferior, but the green teas 
arc of equal quality, and being used fresh there, they a[mear to 
be better than in England i they have rather more flavour, 
perhaps. 

3277. How is the quality of the tea exported by the Ameri- 
cans for the continent of Europe ; is it better or worse than the 
Company’s teas ? — Sometimes they have taken the same quality 
as the Company, but it will not answer ; they will not pay a 
sufficient price for it on the Continent. 

3278. Generally speaking, what is the quality suited for the 
Dutch market? — It is of a middling quality, not so good as the 
Company’s, and not very bad. 

3279. So that if you saw the price of any denomination of 
tea, taking congo or souchong for instance, in London and 
Amsterdam, you would not consider a mere comparison of the 
prices for a given denomination of tea as any proof of the rela- 
tive dearness or cheapness in tlic two countries ? — None what 
ever. 

3280. How are the qualities that suit the German market as 
compared with England ? — Qualities similar to those used in 
Holland. 

3281. And the French market? — The French market re- 
quires better tea than the German: they are willing to pay for 
good tea. 

3282. It is equal to the English ? — Equal. Teas will find 
buyers there at prices in proportion to their quality. 

3283. The average quality, tlierefore, of the black teas ship- 
ped by the American house at Canton is upon the whole inferior 
to that of the India Company P--1 should suy decidedly so. 

3284. Can you state the per-centage of inferiority between 
the teas suited for the Dutch market and the English market ? 
— I have before me an invoice of contract teas, the same as the 
Company’s ship, in which I sec souchong is put down at 35, 37, 
and 39 tales, and there are other souchongs that cost 23. 

3285. Should you say that the souchong bought at 35 was 
of the Company’s quality, and the other at 23 was of the inferior 
quality, which you have described as suited to the Dutch 
market? — The Chinese always fix prices for three different 
qualities — the first, second, and third ; ' and this being the 
cost of contract souchong, that would be about the price at 
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vhich the Company wrould have contracted at that particular Mar. 1 830. 
time :• tfie other I can only , suppose to be inferior tea from its Bates 

price: • insq. 

S286» Has the house in China any difficulty in getting what- 
ever quality they please in the market? — I am not aware that 
they have any. 

3287. If, therefore, they take a cheaper sort of tea for any 
particular market, does it not arise from a choice of theirs, and 
a desire to accommodate themselves to the peculiarities of 
different markets, not from any difficulty of obtaining finer teas 
if they paid the price ?— They experience no difficulty in pro- 
curing the finer teas. They frequently do ship thenf ; and the 
shipping of a middle quality is as a matter of interest entirely, 
because they can gain more by that quality than by the other. 

3288. It is presumed that one of the calculations of a 
merchant is to assort the qualities of his article according to the 
demands of the particular markets ? — That is the practice of all 
merchants, 1 believe. 

3289. Do you know whether among the Company’s teas the 
same denominations have the same prices, or are there not 
variations of price for teas of the same denomination ?— I should 
think there must be variations for different chops. 

3290. Then all their souchong, for instance, is not of one 
given price ? — Certainly not ; it must vary according to the 
quality. 

3291. So that the Company here gives us some superior and 
some inferior teas of the same denomination ? — Of some par- 
ticular kinds there certainly is inferior tea ; but I should think 
that it would be hardly right to say that they give you inferior 
and superior : they give you superior and middling tea. 

3292. If there were a free trade of tea to this country, do 
you think that the consequence would be that we should get 
more of the inferior and less of the superior than we now get ? 

— I think the high duties in this country serve to prevent any 
inferior article from coming here for consumption. 

3293. If the duties are ad valorem^ does not that do away 
with that objection ? — Still it would have the same effect. 

3294. Did you ever see what is sold for tea in any of the 
towns or villages of this country ? — I have certainly tasted in- 
ferior tea. 

3295. Did you ever sec in America any thing so bad as that 
which is sometimes sold in this country ? — 1 do not think 1 
have seen any so bad. But I do not think it is tea : I think it 
is an adulteration with gooseberry leaveS;, or something of that 
kind. 

3296. Would not there be less of that adulteration if there 
were brought to this country some of the lower qualities of teas? 
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15 Mar. 1830. —It would depend upon how brought. If the price waebrou^t 
— down so that th^ object would be trifling, there would be uo 
Joghua Bates, adulteration, I should think. 

Esq* 

3297. You think there would be less inducement to adul- 

terate the low-priced teas than the higher ?— Certainly there 
would be. r . . 

3298. Do not the Americans usually carry on their trade in 
their own ships ? — They do. 

3299. The business of merchant and ship-owner are not 
separated, as they are in this country ? — No, they are combined* 

3300. Does not that make it rather difficult to ascertain the 
precise value of freight in America ? — No ; there are many ships 
that go on freight of course ; it is a thing established as much 
as here. 

3301. Can you state to the Committee what would be the 
amount of freight from America to China and back or from 
America to China and back to Europe ?— They go generally in 
ballast. A ship-owner, within two years, offered to furnish first- 
class ships at 30 dollars per ton, that is about £6. IO 5 . to go 
from America, to load teas at Canton, and return to Europe or 
America ; they would take out any cargo that the freighter 
might wish to send. 

3302. You mean that the party engaging the ships would 
have a right to fill her to any extent he might wish, out and 
home ? — Yes. 

3303. But the habit of the trade is such that there is very 
little freightage out? — Yes. 

3304. Upon the average what time docs tliat voyage take ? — 
Upon the average about eleven months. Many go in ten 
months, but it is fair to calculate a year. 

3305. Arc you speaking of ships of the first class? — Of the 
first class. 

3306. Are they ships in which you would trust valuable com- 
modities, requiring to be kept dry, as soon as you would in any 
of the ships of the East-India Company? — Certainly; ships 
cannot be built stronger or better. 

3307. Would you say that they were perfectly suited to the 
safe conveyance of a delicate article?— Certainly. 

3308. Should you think them as little liable to sea average 
as any other ships ? — 1 should think they were less liable to it, 
pel haps, than any other. 

3309. What size are the American ships generally ?— Four 
hundred tons is about the size. 

3310. Are those considered better for the trade than larger or 
smaller ?— I think they have been found in most trades to be the 
most economical size ; that is, to carry the largest cargo at the 
smallest expense. 

331 1. Do you know liow many men an American ship of 400 
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tons going to China is manned with ? — I do not remember ^whe- 
ther it is eighteen, or nineteen, 6r twenty, but the entire number 
' of persons on board is between those. 

’ 3312. What is the ordinary rate of premium on insurance ? 
—The premium has been two and a half per cent, at Lloyd’s 
for a voyage out from London to Canton in an American ship ; 
I think it would be two per cent, if the insurance were now to 
be done here. 

3313. Is that on goods or on specie ?^On goods ; on specie 
less. 

3314. Do you find any difference in the insurance upon an 
American ehip that goes out from here and a Company's ship ? 
— There is a difference in the rate of insurance, but 1 think it 
ought not to be. 1 observe that on the Company’s ships they 
pay three per cent, for the voyage out, and on the American 
ships I think it could be done at two. There is not much 
insurance done on Americans here ; but it should be considered 
that the Company’s ships stop at various places to land stores, 
perhaps go by way of Madras or Calcutta, and therefore, although 
I think three per cent, is too much for them, it is not, on the 
w'hole, so far out of the way. 

3315. Can you state the comparison between the American 
ships and the Company’s ships that go direct from London to 
China without stopping ?— I believe tliey charge that sum when 
they go direct. There is something about it which I think I do 
not understand ; there must be some clauses in the policy, 
otherwise I am sure three per cent, never would be paid. There 
cannot be better ships, and commanded unquestionably by men 
of first-rate abilies, and it is very rarely any accident happens to 
them. The rate of premium appears to me unaccountable. 

3316. Do you say confidently, that that rate of premium does 
exist ? — I am sure it exists, and it has surprised me frequently. 

3317. Do not you think it may be ascribed to the fact, that 
with respect to large ships, however well constructed, their 
going out and coming into harbour is always a more difficult 
operation than with ships of a more moderate size ? — Unquestion- 
ably it is ; but in those long voyages there are only two ports, one 
to leave and one to make, and those are such us arc easily made. 
I do not think that hazard is material. 

3318. You have stated the premium at Lloyd’s ; what would 
be the same premium done in America ? — I think they have 
even gone so low as one and a half per cent, from the United 
States to Canton direct. 

3319. What is the premium out and home from the United 
States ? — Perhaps three to three and a half. 

3320. Would it be the same from America to Canton, and 
back to Cowes and a market? — It would depend on the season, 
in some degree ; if the voyage was to end late in the season it 
would be rather more. 

3 A 
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15Mrir. 1830. 3321. Supposing the ship to come into the channel at a 

— favourable season of the year? — I should* think they would 
probably require a little more, perhaps a half per cent, 

3322. That ship would have not only to come, to Cpwe^' but 
would have again to go to a market on the continent ?— She 
would. 

3323. Are the premiums generally higher or lower in America 
than at Lloyd's ? — They are generally lower ; but the average 
clauses are not the same, which sometimes makes the higher 
premiums at Lloyd's more advantageous than the lower pre- 
miums in the United States. 

3324. Do you think you could now, at the present time, 
procure good ships to go to China and bring back teas at 
£7. 10 . 9 . ? — I have not a doubt that I could get any quantity. 

3325. Do you mean American ships? — American ships. 

332G. To go either from America or from Europe? -From 

cither. 

3327. Could American ships be hired in the river Thames to 
any amount ? — Not to any extent ; you will generally find four 
or five small ships there. 

3328. When you talk of £7. 10s. per ton, what ton do you 
speak of? — Tliat is the ton of fifty cubic feet. 

2329. Is that the same measurement by which the Company's 
contracts for freight arc made? — It is the same measurement 
by which the Company’s contracts are made ; they take fifty 
cubic feet, I believe. The price was thirty dollars for forty 
cubic feet, which being brought into the Company's measure- 
ment makes £7. 106*. for fifty cubic feet, which is the Com- 
pany's measured tonnage. 

3330. From your experience of the shipping of this country, 
do you suppose that British shipping could be got at prices 
equally advantageous ? — 1 am afraid not, they cost so much 
more. I should think tlie ship-owners here could not afford, 
with the high prices of provisions and the cost of their ships, to 
navigate so cheap. 

3331. Can you state what 3 'ou think the difference would be 
at which the English ship-owner could afford to do the same 
trade ?— It requires a long calculation to determine that. 1 see 
the cost of a first-class ship in the United States would be £15 
per ton complete for sea, while here the price, 1 believe, would 
be £25. 

3332. Are you speaking of a river-built ship ? — A river-built 
ship would cost £25, a northern-built ship would cost £20, It 
depends altogether upon what class of ships one would charter ; 
but with this increase in the value of the ship and the high price 
of provisions ; and the sailors, I believe,, are rather dearer here 
than in the United States, there would be a difference, perhaps, 
of one-fourth in the freight. 



SELECT COMMITTED of the HOUSE OF COWMOiNS. 

'3333. Ane yoif speaking now of the freight at which the 
English ship-oi^ner could uo the same voyage r^I should think 
he would require a fourth more. 

3334. . Is not a British ship more durable than an United 
i5tate*s ship?— There is no doubt she is more durable ; but that 
part of the ship which decays more in the American than in the 
English is .very easily replaced in the United States. Timber is 
very cheap ; therefore in a copper-fastened ship the wood part 
of it is a very small part of the expense. 

3335. Are you of opinion that the American could aflbrd his 
freight at one-quarter less than* the British ship-owner? — I 
should think he could ; but 1 may not be correct in that ; it 
requires some figures to come to it. 

3336. Is that entirely owing to the difference of construction, 
or to what extent, cheapness of navigation?— I should think 
one-half is the cheapness of navigating. 

3337. You think the difference is about equally divided be- 
tween the expense of building and the expense of navigating ? 
—That, I should say, is about the division. 

3338. Would it put the British ships more upon an equality, 
if those ships for long voyages might be victualled at the price 
of provisions on the continent of Europe ? — It would make a 
very great difference. 

3339. If, for instance, they could be su[)plied with bread 
and other provision-stores at the price of 1 lie bonded warehouse 
of corn, would that make a considerable difference ? — It would 
make a very great difference. It was the case that they could 
be so supplied some time ago ; but I imported some beef from 
America to supply that demand, and they altered the law here 
to prevent it; tliat was about the year 1826. 

3340. Your object being to victual your ship with foreign 
provisions ? — That was the object of bringing the beef here. 

3341. Have there not been instances of ships clearing out 
from ports of Europe in preference to using ports in England, 
for the express purpose of cheaper victualling ? — I should doubt 
whether that was the case. They can always in coming from a 
foreign port bring their bread ; and there is no place on the 
Continent where beef is packed so well as in this country. 

3342. Do the American ships that go out from here some- 
times bring their bread with them for the purpose ? — They 
generally bring their stores with them ; they endeavour not to 
want much here. When they come from Canton, of course, 
their stores are exhausted. 

3343. With reference to the difference between the amount 
of premiums on American ships and on the Company’s ships, 
are you aware that risks on the Company’s ships are always 
subject to the destintCtion of the ship being altered, or the sliip 
being taken up as a transport, whilst an insurance on an Ame- 
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15 Mar. 1830. rican ship is not liable to any risk but &om port to port?— I' 
— ~ should think ^that might account for part of the differenced 1 
^ was not aware that those clauses existed in the charter-party. 

' 1 should think there is something more than that whiclr causes 

the premium to be so high. 

3344. Have you heard of any cases of the Americans suffer- 
ing from any conflict with the Chinese authorities at Canton? 
— 1 only remember one ; that was the case where an Italian 
sailor, who had committed murder, was given up to be stran- 
gled according to their laws. It was done very quickly, I 
believe. 

3345. Do the Americans use much of the authority of their 
consul there ? — 1 should think very little. 

3346. Is there any difficulty of trading there, which makes 
them desirous of a more powerful representative of the country 
in the port of Canton ? — I am not aware that there is any such 
desire ; the trade has always gone on very well, and without 
any difficulty. 

3347. Is their trade sometimes directed to other ports than 
that of Canton in China ? — I do not remember to have heard 
of any case of their going to any other ports ; it is possible that 
it might have taken place. 

3348. Do not they send goods to Manilla sometimes ? — To 
Manilla, and all the islands and ports in the Archipelago. 

3349. Do they take out goods suited to those different mar- 
kets?— They take all goods suited to those markets; imitations 
of Indian manufactures, and the like. 

3350. Do you know of any voyages that have been under- 
taken to Cochin China or Siam by any of your countrymen ?— 
There was a voyage undertaken by Captain White, who pub- 
lished a journal of it, to Cochin China ; and Captain Coffin, 
who is here with the Siamese youths, made a voyage to Siam. 
His vessel was fitted here, or rather the cargo was sent to him 
at Hamburgh from hence. 

3351. Did he accomplish his voyage? — He went there and 
traded, and has repeated his voyage since. 

3352. Was that the simple effect of a single trader, or was 
any consul, or was any official person put forward to mediate 
with the government ? — None other than Captain Coffin ; he 
managed his own affairs. 

3353. And he did trade at Siam and came away ? — He did. 

3354. Do you know whether he made a good adventure of 
it ? — I believe very fair. 

3355. Do the Americans trade to Sincapore? — They, I 
believe, are not allowed to trade direct to the little spot called 
Sincapore. They caU there and make their bargains, and they 
are obliged to lay off, or to go to some little distance to accom- 
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pHsh the business ; it is not legal for them to load and unload 15 Mar, i sao 
at Sincapore ; they have a little traffic theire, but not much. Batci^ 

3356. Do you think that a larger proportion of the Ameri- Esq* 
can trade in China is done through smuggling than of the Eng- 
lish trade that goes there? — The only smuggling that I have 
ever heard of, that might be called such, is that of opium, which 
is a prohibited article. There is no doubt that both the mas- 
ters and supercargoes in the private trade, as well as the Com- 
pany’s masters and officers, do smuggle a little, some trifling 
things, but I think not to any amount that is worth naming. 

The great smuggling business is that in which the Company are 
so far interested, that they furnish the materials, the opium ; 
and no doubt the success of that trade is very important to the 
revenues of the Company in the market it furnishes for the 


opium. 

3357. But you do not think that the American part of the 
trade is more a smuggling trade than the English t — Certainly 
not ; there is only one American ship, and there are usually five 
English ships lying at Lintin for that purpose. 

3358. Do the five English ships that are lying there carry 
on the English country trade ? — They are regular ships sta- 
tioned there for the purpose of smuggling, and nothing else. 

3359. Do the Company’s ships ever drop any goods at Lintin 
for the purpose of smuggling ? — I should think not, excepting a 
few small articles belonging to the officers, nothing worth men- 
tioning. 

3360. Otherwise is the American trade at Canton carried on 
as respectably, and with as respectable and substantial persons 
there as the trade of the Company?— It is. I should say the 
Company has no advantage there, other than that which the 
magnitude of their operations gives them ; any commercial house 
w'ith the same amount of business, and moving with the same 


regularity, would have the same advantage. 

336 1 . Will you be so good as to state to the Committee for 
the last four or five years the amount of your shipments to 
Canton for American account, beginning with the years 1826 
and 1827, and the articles of which it consisted ?— In 1826 the 
amount was £120,000; and in 1827 the amount was £85,000. 
It consisted of cottons, woollens, iron, copper, quicksilver, co- 
chineal, opium, linens, watches, and tin plates. 

3362. Is the iron bar-iron ?— Bar-iron, and nail-rods, and 


hoops. 

3363. Is the cotton, cotton-twist or printed cotton ?— Cotton 
cloths printed. 

3364. No cotton-twist ? — Not in 1827 : that is a more recent 


article. 

3365. What was tHe amount in 1828?— The amount in 1828 
was £98,000 ; and the amount in 1829, £147,000. 
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15 Mar. 1B30. 3366. Are the articles 3 ^ have ^ated tHh general articles of 

which all the adventures composed? — Perh)[(ps ther^ are^ 

Josfiua Bairs, gQmg articles in the shipmeiitjs which are dilFerent. There lire 
some investments for the Manila market, which if they do not, 
suit at Canton are sent on there, 'hut that would vary from the 
^ general character of the shipments. ; 

3367. Arc they assorted according to the advices you receive 
of the capabilities of the difierent markets around ?— Yed. 

3368. Do not you think that with private traders there Is a 
stimulus to great industry and exertions in seeking out new 
markets and new branches of trade, which no company can 
rival ? — 1 certainly think that in pushing trade, indivi&uals suc- 
ceed better than companies ; in any trade that requires ma- 
nagement and perseverance they will be more likely to succeed. 

3.369. Do you send out any raw cotton from this country to 
China?— We did last year send out a cargo of cotton; having a 
ship going empty, and cotton being very low here, we 6 Iled her 
with cotton ; it was Surat cotton bought here. 

3370. It is presumed that that could not be done but for 
the fact of the outer freightage being of very little value? — 
Yes. 

3371. Did that cotton pay? — We have not heard of it yet; 
it was shipped in 1829. 

3372. On goods you send out there do you put the Com- 
pany’s mark? — We do not ; uc put one as near like it as we 
can make it, without its being the real mark of the Company. 

3373. Is it distinguishable from the Company's mark.^ — 
Very easily by any person accustomed to look at those things. 

3374. By the Chinese? — With the Chinese it is found that 
it does not answer; for the Chinese, as soon as they get the 
goods into their prossessioii, strip off our mark and put on an 
exact imitation of the Company’s mark. 

3375. Do you put on such a mark as you are directed to put 
on by your correspondents? — Ycs.. 

3376. Arc the initiaU of the lious* oi i^erkins on the mark ? 
— They are. 

3377. They are put instead of the initials of the Company ? — 
They are. 

3378. Do not you put the Ameiican flag instead of the Eng- 
lish flag ? — Yes ; and put a globe instead of a crown, and leave 
out some things entirely. 

3379. Do not the Chinese, to whom your goods are delivered, 
know that tJiey are not the Company’s goods ; do they suppose 
themselves to be buying of the Company? — Certainly not ; they 
know very well who they are buying of, and that they are not 
(’ompany’s goods. It is for the purpose of their currency in the 
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interior, I suppose, tfis)tt-tlie 3 r*wish to^ve the marks conform as 15 Mar. 1830. 
nearly as possible to those of tlie Coj^any's. 

* 33B0. If the Chinese-strip off yoor mark and put on the Com- 
pany’s mark before they send jbj^em into the interior, of what 
importance is it to mark theiti'' like the Company's ? — 1 do not 
think it of any importance, it is better to be done there. 


Joshua Bates, 
Estj. 


3381. In the purchase of your woollen goods do you employ 
a gentleman gf the name of Everett ? — We have employed Mr. 
Everett ; at present we employ no one, we buy them ourselves. 

3382. Do you buy by contract? — ^We have contracts with 
the manufacturers. 

3383. Do you make your contracts on as good terms as the 
Company ?— I think better 3 probably to the extent of six or 
seven per cent. 


3384. Do you think the quality of your goods is as good ? — 
We endeavour to have them as good ; perhaps in some instances 
they are not quite so good. The reason why we can buy a 
little better is, that the Company has a very severe examination, 
which can be better managed between individuals than with a 
Company. 

.3385. Do you mean by saying that it can be better managed, 
that you have a better means of compromise with the manufac- 
turer in case of any slight deviation from patterns ? - 1 should 
say, in many cases, a piece of cloth that at the Company’s 
warehouse would be thrown out as imperfect, a man w^ould come 
to me and say, I will make you an allowance of &o much on that 
piece of cloth, and by removing a stain, or setting in a piece, or 
the like, it would be accommodated ; whereas there is no possi- 
bilility, I believe, of his doing that with the Company ; at least 
they tell me so. 

338G. Do you suppose that any considerable portion of what 
you send out is goods that have been rejected by the Company ? 
— I should think not. Perhaiis sometimes we buy them at a 
very great sacrifice vilien rejected by the C’ompany. I believe 
the party w'ith whom w'c contract for the chief part of our wool- 
lens would not offer a tender to the Company from the fear of 
loss, by havingh is goods rejected for trifling faults. 


3387. You think the power of the Company arbitrarily to 
reject, prevents manufacturers of character from tendering goods 
to them ? — I think that the system which is necessary in all 
large establishments, renders the chance greater that some will 
be rejected for trifling faults : and if the manufacturers And, in 
their contracts with the Company, that they lose on those re- 
jected goods, they will contract at considerably less with indivi- 
duals with whom they can accommodate the matter without a 
loss. 


3388. Do you consider that you buy with as good credit as 
the Company? — Certainly; we pay ready money. 
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3389. Do not you think tba4 by means of your cpirespira^ 
dence with the persons interested in the trade, you have (wer 
means of accommodating your supply to the peculiar demands of 
the market ? — I should say that, in that respect, we 6aye no ad- 
vantage over the Company ; the officers of the Company are, I 
believe, industrious, in that respect, perhaps, individuals with 
less business ma^ find more time to investigate, and may recom- 
mend some articles which ma^ succeed, which would not be 
thought of, or would not be noticed by a large bo<}y. 

3390. Has your exportation of manufactures been profitable ? 
— have no means of knowing, other than that I judge so by the 
increase. 

3391. Is it upon the increase? — It seems by the statement to 
be increasing. 

3392. Has not the American house for which you act had 
several partners who have made large fortunes in the trade ? — 
Those that are dead all died very rich : those who have of late 
been partners in the house are also very wealthy. 

3393. Supposing the trade to China were opened to every 
body in this country, do not you consider that it would be an 
injury to the American houses? — Eventually 1 should think it 
would ; perhaps iininediatcly, in the destruction of the business 
in which I have been engaged for them. Eventually, it would 
probably injure our direct trade to Canton ; it would probably 
raise the price of teas for a time at Canton. 

3594. In what way do you think it would raise the price of 
teas ? — The Americans would probably buy up all the teas, if 
they could get hold of them : at least, there would be room for 
speculation. 

3395. Do not you apprehend there would be a great deal of 
overtrading for some time? — Undoubtedly there would be. 

3396. And that the first year such a trade \^ould be attended 
with great losses? — Generally that has been the case where a 
trade has been opened ; but the distance to Canton is such, that 
it would pel haps be less than in any other place, 

3397. Do not you think the ultima^^ ic*ult would be a con- 
siderable extension of the trade?— lha\e no doubt it would 
increase very much, so far as the sale of British manufactures in 
China and the neighbourhood is concerned. 

3398. You have stated the value of your exports to have 
increased from £85,000 in 1827, to £147,000 in 1829; from the 
increased cheapness of the goods, lias not the quantity of your 
investment increased more than in proportion to the increase of 
the value?— With reference to that increase in 1829, my im- 
pression is, that there was a quantity of opium purchased in this 
market which might amount to £20,000, and that would have 
accounted for part of it ; but with relation to British manufac- 
tures, I doubt whether there has been any considerable fall 
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i^t^een 18^7 and I8IS9; probably the quantity has increased 15 Mar. 1830. 
mote than the amount. • — 1 

3399. Do you know of ’any goods sent from this country on 
account of Messrs. Perkins and Co. having been sold at a dis- 
count in China? — Never./ 

34>00. Have you heard of the Americans having lost by the 
export of manuractures from this country to China ?— Never. 

3401. Do not the Company deal upon contract with respect 
to their teas in China? — Principally on contract. 

3402. Do not you think that the dealers in teas would be 
more likely to regulate their supplies of tea, so as to^ furnish a 
regular supply of good tea, while depending upon a contract, 
than if they were to depend upon a fluctuating market ? — That 
is a point which I think remains to be proved. There is a 
diflerence of opinion with regard to that among those who re- 
side oil the spot. Some Americans say, that they believe the 
Company keeps the price of tea up ; that they arc confident the 
mode of dealing keeps the [irice of tea up ; others arc of a diffe- 
rent opinion, and think that the supply might fall off or that 
the price might fluctuate, and be very much against foreigners 
if the Company were not there. 


3403. Do you know that the. tea is sold here by the Company 
genuine as imported ?— It is. 

3404. Have you ever heard Americans express any alarm on 
the prospect of a free trade from this country to Canton?— I 
have certainly heard them express some degree of alarm for 
their own China trade in case it should be opened ; that they 
might eventually be obliged to come to London for their teas, 
from the course which trade would take in consequence of that 
change. 

3405. Do you think, in case of a free trade between Canton 
and this country, that the trade would very much increase from 
England to Canton, and lessen from America to Canton ? — If 
the trade was thrown entirely open, and teas treated as any 
t)ther commodity, and allowed to be warehoused here and 
brought in foreign ships, my opinion is, that this country would 
absorb the whi»le tea trade of Europe, and of course injure 
that of Am.erica. 


3406. Do not you think that the Americans, by some coun- 
teracting duties, would still keep the supply of tea to their own 
ports? — There is a small duty upon teas from other places than 
from China now, but it seems probable that the duties will go 
entirely off in America, that there will be no occasion for 
duties. 

3407. Supposing that to be the case-, might they not, in 
order to secure their own navigation, make new laws for that 
purpose? — They might, certainly. 

3408. You stated the ditlerent prices at which souchong w'as 

3 B 
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15 Mar. 1830. 7^^ aware that the price of soucliohg Ita at the Coin- 

— * pany’s sales i® the years 1828 and 1829 was &.• per pound, 
Joshua Batc% whilst in Amerka at the same period it'waj'only 11^^ and 12rf. 

per pound ?— I should say that the souchong that Was sold in 
America was, in the first place, inferior to that of tHe Com-* 
pany ; and in the next place, that the Company got a very 
brilliant profit on their importation. 

3400. It appears that tliere was the same difference of price 
ill the price of boliea tea in the years 1828 and 1829 ; the price 
at the Company’s sales was (id. peV pound, and in New York, 
in the same year, it was 8flf.*and 9fl?. jier pound. Docs any 
thing suggest itself to you upon that? — Nothing more than that 
it is a monopoly here, and it is free there. However that great 
difference should not be set down to monopoly, because there 
is, no doubt, some difference in the quality. 

3410. In your estimation, is there that difference in the 
(piality which would justify that difference in the prices ? — 
Certainly not. 

3411 Was not it a losing trade importing that tea into 
America at those prices? —Generally it has been a profitable 
trade ; those who have been engaged in it have made fortunes. 

3412 The question refers to the particular prices that have 
been mentioned, of Hd. for bohea tea? — My impression is, that 
the lowest price for bohea tea at Canton, in that year, was 
about twelve tales, that w^ould be about Gr/, a pound. 

3413. You stated, that many houses in the China trade 
have failed in America ; do you attribute those failures to losses 
ujion their homeward cargoes?— The failures are undoubtedly 
ow ing to their mode of transacting business. It appears that 
the parties who have failed for such large sums who have been 
in the China trade, one in particular I hap})en to know all 
about, was a grocer and tea-dealer, and he had acquired about 
100,000 dollars in that trade; and he thought he would become 
a trader to China. He embarked that sum, and perhaps 
J 00,000 more that he borrowed, and was \ ery successful. On 
the return of his ship he happened to conic to a good market, 
the cargo was sold with the duties addtd to it, and when he 
came into possession of all this money he thought he could never 
h(‘ ruined ; that led him to project the running of a monthly 
jmeket to Canton, and in the course of carrying this plan into 
effect he was ruined, as might have been supposed. 

3414. Was it not the case, that the teas which he had on 
hand at the time of his failure being sold in the market 
Avere sold at a loss? — Undoubtedly they were sold at a Aery 
great loss. 

3415. Would not that account for the low price referred to 
in the previous question? — Tliat would account for the low 
price in part. It A\as in the >ear 1828 that this gentleman 
failed. 
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, 34>16. awate that the loss of tlie Canf&da trade, and 25 ia‘%. 

the prohibitory duties* laid ,on in Holland, have also contributed 

'very much to reduce the quantity which the Americans could Joshua Bales , 
sell?— Undoubtedly that would have some effect ; but I think 
it will be seen that the trade* in America was pushed beyond 
what it could bear. From £111,000, the amount in 1823-4, \ 

it was raised to £125,000 in 1825-6, and then it fell off to 
£102,000 in the year 1827- In 1828-9 it was £80,000. N(t 
doubt this may be accounted for in part by the introduction 
of teas into Canada by the Company. 

3417. You stated there was considerable facility in.conduct- 
ing business at Canton, can you give any instance of a ship 
having entered and cleared out from that port in a very 
short space of time ? — I can mention several ; but one which 
is within my recollection. There was a ship called the Howqua, 
which went from this country before 1 liad the charge of the 
business of the Boston house : she sailed from here ; arrived at 
Canton with a cargo of British goods ; a cargo of teas of 5,000 
quarter chests was purchased there, shipped on board her, and 
she sailed again after remaining there eleven days. 

3418. What was the sizx of that ship? — 380 or 400 tons. 

3419. Do you know any port where that business could have 
been conducted in a shorter space of time ? — Possibly at Li- 
verpool they might have done it a little quicker ; but I should 
doubt whether it could be done even there. 

3420. Could they in London ?- Certainly not in London. 

3421. Do you know any port on the continent where similar 
dispatch could have been used ? — 1 am not aware of any other 
port in the world where it could be done with much greater 
rapidity. 

3422. Are you acquainted with any individual merchant at 
Canton who transacts the greater part of the business there ? — I 
know Mr. Cushing and Mr. Sturges ; Mr. Cushing is the largest. 

3423. What proportion do you conceive his business bore to 
the whole amount of the American transactions ? — I see the 
Company's exports are put down for the year 1826-7, including 
the factory expenses and everything, at 9,000,000 of dollars : I 
should suppose that the house of Perkins and Comi)any might 
liave shipped during the past year 2,000,000 of dollars. 

3424. Do you conceive the Chinese to be an anti-commercial 
people ? — I should say not, they seem to be verj^ fond of trade ; 
there is no unwillingness to deal with foreigners. 

3425. Were not Spanish dollars formerly the article chiefly 
shipped at Canton ? — Prom this country I believe they were, and 
from the United States. 

3426. W^hen did thb export of British manufactures on Ame- 
rican account commence? — 1 think about the year 1819 or 
1820. 
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15 Mar. 1830. 3427. Ha¥e YOU ever made any calculation ailto the cost: to 

the British pubnc of the teas now brouglit-by the Company, and 

Joshua Batesy sold here, over and above that which they would pay if bought 
on private accuunt ? — I should say- the teas cost the country 
about a million and a half more than they would if bought on pri- 
vate accoun^ 

3428. Do you mean to say that the India Company derive 
a profit of a million and a half beyond what you consider would 
be a fair mercantile profit ? — Beyond a fair mercantile profit. 

3429. What would you consider to be a fair mercantile profit 
upon an article like tea, considering the distance it has to be 
brought, and the length of time that a person must lie out of his' 
capital ? — I should suppose 25 per cent, would be a fair mer- 
cantile profit on the Canton cost on the finer teas ; perhaps the 
very coarse teas would bear rather more. 

3430. Do you mean including freight and insurance ? — After 
paying freight and insurance. 

3431. Is that without taking into calculation any profit upon 
the outward cargo ? — Without that. I mean to say that on teas 
brought here, or brought to any market on the Continent. 25 
per cent, would be a remunerating profit. 

3432. What should you consider the fair profit, as profit upon 
the use of the capital employed on such a trade? — Very small. 
It is a very regular certain trade, and 1 should suppose that five 
per cent, beyond simple interest of the money would be a fair 
profit. 

3433. In calculating this million and a half which you sup- 
pose the India Company to make beyond what you would con- 
sider a fair profit, do you take into consideration the expensive 
mode in which they conduct their operations, or do you mean to 
say only that the tea costs the consumer a million and a half 
more than it ought to do, and yet afford a mercantile return to 
the free trader ? — I cannot enter into the question as to the ex- 
pense by their mode of getting teas here ; I only know what, in 
the course of the operations with which I am acquainted, the tea 
would cost me to deliver here. I think I could venture to con- 
tract to deliver it for one-third less than the Company’s sale 
prices in London. 

3434. Then your statement would not be disproved, if the 
East-India Company were to show that they did not, in fact, 
make a million and a half profit ?— I should think if that it is 
so, it must be from some management different from what we 
are accustomed to. 

3435. Wlien you mentioned the sale price, did you mean 
the price at the Company’s public sales ? — Yes. 

3436. Is your calculation made with jeference to the teas 
sold in other countries, or with reference to the teas sold here ? 
— With reference to the profit on the operation. 



SELECT COMMITTEE ®f the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 36? 

3437. You liave said that the freight in a Britial) ship would 15 Mar. 1830. 

be higlier . than an American ship ; do you 'know what tlie ■ 

amount of freight is -now between London and Calcutta in a 

British ship ?•:— It is very low on some articles ; £1, 1 believe, on 
heavy.goods. . But they cannot afford to .carry goods at that 
price ; it is the passengers that pay them, or some other com- 
pensation which they get. 

3438. On the average of the last two or three years, do you 
know what has been the freight on ships from London to Cal- 
cutta? — I should think during, the whole of the last year 
the freight out of heavy goods, such as iron and copper, 
has not been above 30^. and the homeward freight has 
generally been £4 on similar goods, making altogether £5. 10s. 

3439. Would not the freight from London to Calcutta be the 
same as the freight from London to Canton ? — Certainly not. 

From London to Calcutta there are always a great many passen- 
gers, which pay very well. 

3440. Independently of the question of passengers, is not 
there as much risk attending the vo 3 ^age from London to Cal- 
cutta as the voyage from London to Canton? — Quite as much. 

3441. Have you been acquainted with the freight from this 
country to India ? — We have shipped pretty largely some years 
to Batavia, and we have also an acquaintance with the trade of 
Bengal. 

3442. You have stated that the tea brought from Canton to 
England is better in quality than the tea taken from Canton to 
America, or to the continent of Europe? — I say that it is so 
generally ; there is as good tea goes to America, but generally 
it is not so good. 

3443. Are you not aware that the great bulk of tea brought 
by the Company to England is tea of an inferior description ? — 

It is what would be termed an inferior sort of tea. 

3444. Would not you term Congo an inferior sort of tea? — It 
is generally understood to be so. 

3445. Do you know the proportion that congo tea bears to 
the other sorts of tea imported upon the Company’s account 
from Canton ? — In 1826-7 the Company exported of Bohea 
tea, 54,000 peculs ; of congo tea, 171,000 peculs ; of souchong, 

2,000; of sunchi, 1,000; of pecco, 500; tonkay, 5,400; of 
skin, 2,000 ; of superior tonkay, 2,000. 

3446. Are the inferior descriptions of tea in as much demand 
in the United States and on the continent of Europe as they are 
in England ? — 1 doubt if that denomination of tea is much used 
in the United States ; they confine themselves more to young 
hyson ; the great consumption is green tea. 

3447. Do you knew how that is on the continent of Europe ? 

— Supposing the cargoes sent to Europe are assorted to meet 
the demands there; 1 6nd, out of the 35,000, 1,500 bohea and 
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15 Mar 1830, 10,000 of congo ; 4,600 campoy, 4,000 souchong, 2,000 pecco^ 
_ , ““ 3,000 hyson, 2,<)00 skin, 3,400 tonko}', 2,S00;young hyson, 500 

'“Periaf, and 500 gunpowder. .. 

3448. Were you rightly understock to state that it is a pre- 
valent opinion that the Company have an advantage in tlieir pur- 
chase of tea, inasmuch as they contract for it ? — t have stated 
that the Company have no advantage in purchases of tea over 
other individuals, than what they derive from the magnitude of 
their operations, which any other commercial house would enjoy 
if moving a like amount of business. 

3449. You have expressed an opinion, that in the event of 
the China trade being thrown open, it would probably centre in 
this country; would that arise from cheaper purchases of tea, 
or from cheaper supplies in this country, or from cheaper ship- 
ping being engaged, or from what other cause? — There would be 
a great export of manufactures to those regions, and of course 
something w'ould be wanted for returns. They would bring 
back teas, and every description of produce they could find in 
those countries ; and not only would bring back such, but per- 
haps increase them by the very act of carrying manufactures, as 
many of the inhabitants of those countries, who have hitherto 
not laboured at all, seeing such beautiful things brought out 
from this country, would be desiious of possessing them, and 
proceed to labour to get something to buy them with ; and this 
course of trade would biing, perhaps, more tea here than is 
wanted ; and the price being reduced, it would either be bought 
for smuggling into the Continent, or for exporting to those 
places to which it could go legally. 

3450. Do you consider the trade in China susceptible of any 
great increased stimulus ^ — I see nothing to prevent it increasing 
very much. 

3451. Are you aware that the Company has already made 
efforts for that end? — That is very possible; but I think the 
Company is viewed with some degree of jealousy. Their ships 
have a sort of warlike character that subjects them to some de- 
gree of jealousy. I think indi^ Minds would be more likely to 
discover a mode of extending the trade. 

3452. What are the leasons upon which you form that opi- 
nion ? — It is formed from the experience of the course of trade 
in other places. 1 remember that in 1818 and 1819 the first 
shipments of British manufacture took place to Java and Ma- 
nilla to any extent, and now those places have become very ex- 
tensive markets. 

3453. The question alluded to the circumstance of the armed 
ships of the Company being viewed with some degree of jea- 
lousy ?— I have always understood that the Chinese are a timid 
people ; and in the case of Siam, 1 believe the Company sent 
an armed embassy there, and it failed, while Cn 2 )tain Coflin suc- 
ceeded 111 trading \Tr\ well. 



SEr,'EC!T‘C01lrMITTEK oF»nElff.OySE OF COMMONS. . 369 

■B454<. Do the American ships carry any guns ?— They carry 15 Mar. 1830. 

a few small guns. \ 

3455. What do they dafry them' for? — To beat off pirates in 
case they.should xneet them. 


3456. When was the embassy from the Company to Cochin 
China, *wa& it befote Captain Coflin went there or after ?-»lt 
was after he had made one voyage there. 

3457. Do you suppose it failed because it was accompanied 
with an armed force ? — No doubt of it. 


3458. Do you think any such jealousy exists at Canton with 
respect to the Company’s ships coming armed ?-*-! should think 
they always felt some degree of fear, being defenceless there. 

3459. Do you think there would be less difficulty in indivi- 
duals going with ships not armed than takes place now ? — I 
should think there would ; 1 think they would prefer to deal 
with private traders. 

3460. Have you known any difficulty that the Company have 
been under in carrying on their trade in consequence of having 
armed ships ?-~l do not know that they have been under any 
absolute difficulty ; but there is a feeling of fear and jealousy I 
have always heard expressed. I remember the trade being 
stopped at one time by the inability of the Chinese to distin- 
guish the Company’s ships from frigates. The frigate Dollis, I 
think during the late war, was chasing an American ship oft* the 
mouth of the river ; the American escaped and she pursued her, 
by her boats, and ca[)tured her in the river. There was a stop- 
page then, I believe, of the trade, owing to the Chinese not 
being able to distinguish between a King’s ship and a Com- 
pany’s ship. 

3461. Have you ever heard from any of your correspondents 
what was likely to be the result in case of the trade being 
opened at Sincapore, whether it was likely to become an em- 
jiorium for the sale of tea ?— I have never heard any thing from 
my correspondents about it. 

3462. Have you not heard tliat the Americans were likely 
to carry on a trade there, supposing they had not been pro- 
hibited by the Company ?— I do not think the Americans would, 
because they have free access to Canton. 

3463. Do you see any advantange that would be likely to 
arise upon the trade to Sincapore, w hich does not exist at Can- 
ton, with respect to any difference in the duties upon the export 
of teas by Chinese ships as compared with foreign ships?— It 
is probable there may be some little difference, although I can- 
not state what it is ; but I should think that a trade in that 
way, which would be carried on in Chinese junks, would be 
very irregular, and not to be depended on much. 

3464. Can you state the amount of the trnde carried on 
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between the north-west of America and Canton ?— 1 lifaould 
suppose it might be to the extent of half a million of dollars; it 
is falling off, I believe, now. 

34<65. Can you furnish the Committee with a statement of 
the prices paid by the Americana for tea at Canton ? — can 
fitatc the prices paid at any given time ; here are the prices- 
current with the last season. 

34*66. Will you have the goodness to state them ? — The 
current prices were as follows: bohea, 10 to 12 tales per peoul; 
congou, 14 to 20 tales per pecul ; campoy, 14 to 20 tales per 
pecul ; souchong, 14 to 25 Udes per pecul ; pecco, none ; hyson 
skin, 0 to 18 tales per pecul ; tonkay and singlo, 15 to 20 tales 
per pecul ; young hyson, 20 to 35 tales per pecul ; hyson, 30 to 
45 tales per pec’ul ; imperial, 40 to 50 tales per pecul ; gun- 
powder, 40 to 52 tales per pecul. 

3467. In estimating the profits of the Company, beyond the 
profit which a private merchant would require, to amount to a 
million and a half, have you referred to the tables laid before 
Parliament stating the prime cost at Canton and the amount 
of the sale prices ? — have referred to those. 

3468. Have you seen any advices with respect to the sales 
of bills at Canton, which would lead you to imagine that the 
American commercial transactions have remained undisturbed 
after the movements which are supposed to have lately taken 
place at that port ?— I have no doubt that the American trade 
goes on, from extracts from the China papers, which mention 
transactions in different kinds of goods, which could not take 
place if the trade were not going on. 

3469. Do you think that the free traders in Canton do not 
derive protection and benefit from the existence of the Com- 
pany’s Factory keeping the Chinese authorities in awe? — The 
trade may be more steady in consequence of the regularity w ith 
wdiich the Company move, but 1 should not think it ga\ e them 
any additional security in their operations. 


Martis die Martii 1830. 

Mr. JOHN DEANS called in and examined. 

3470. In wdiat part of the East-Indies have you resided ? — 
In tlie Eastern Archipelago. 

3471. For how many years have ^ou resided tliere? — Ire- 
sided there constantly for upwards of twenty years. 

3472. Where was your residence during that period? — I 
resided for three years in Prince of Wales’ Island, and the rest 
in Java : for two years I w^as travelling about the Archipelago 
— the hrst tw o years of my being in the East. 
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34)73. Will you be so good as to state the period at which i6 Mar. 
you went to the East, and at which you left it ?-^I arrived ZT 

the East in 1806 ; 1 left Java in the neginning of 1828 : during 
that time I was a little more than two years in Europe. 

34)74). ’In what capacity Vere you residing in the East?— 
Generally'as a merchant; for- the greater part of that time as 
a merchant and agent. 

3475. Had you any opportunities, during your residence in the 
East, to acquire any knowledge of the Chinese population, and 
did you come in contact with that^ population ? — My principal 
intercourse was with Chinese settlers in the Arcliipelago ; I 
carried on extensive commercial transactions with them*. 

3476. Did those commercial transactions give you any op- 
portunities of knowing and studying their character ?— I had 
considerable opportunities. 

3477. Are the Chinese settlers numerous in the Indian 
Archipelago ? — They are computed at about 20,000 in Batavia 
and its environs, and perhaps twice the number throughout Java 
and throughout the Archipelago: they are very numerous, 
but I have not the means of stating their exact number. 

3476. What are their chief pursuits at Batavia ? — Tliey are 
traders, they are mechanics, and they are sometimes cultivators ; 
that is to say, in Java, superin tending cultivators ; they are far- 
mers of land, and owners of it in some parts. 

3479. What is their character as traders, speaking generally ? 
—They are keen, enterprizing traders, extremely expert in their 
dealings, and understand the nature of the trade of those coun- 
tries in which they are settled perhaps better than any other 
people. 

3480. Have they information that enables them to carry on 
their commercial transactions with advantage ? — They seem to 
have very accurate information, and receive it very quickly too. 

3481. Can you state any instance of their mode of acquiring 
information, and the quickness with which they receive it ?— 

It is a well-known fact in Java, that they receive commercial 
information throughout the distant parts of Java much earlier 
than European merchants do who communicate through the 
regular government post. 

3482. Are there amongst them persons of wealth acquired in 
commerce? — There are of considerable wealth. 

3483. What is their character as merchants, with reference 
to the punctuality of their dealings and the mode of transacting 
business ? — Those who have obtained a high reputation are ex- 
tremely tenacious of it, and they are very punctual in all their 
dealings. 

3484. Do they appear to possess more or less of the charac- 
teristics which arc requisite for the business of a merchant than 

3 c 
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Mar, 1830. the natives of other orieottil coi|ntriest«p-^l do not think they ate 
exceeded by the natives of any country as a commercial people. 

3485. Do you include European countties ?*— I d[o. 

3486. Is it difficult to transact business with them ?^Not the 
least ; 1 have never had any difficulty with the Chinese. 

3487. Have you, in point of fact, transacted much business 
with them ? — I have, very extensive business. 

3488. Will you state what that business was ? — I imported 
largely British manufactures to Java, and theme dium of commu- 
nication with the natives was generally through the Chinese, 
who pui'chased from me in whole cases or bales, and retailed to 
natives, giving me their simple notes of hand for payment, and 
being always punctual in meeting those demands. 

3489. You have stated that there are about 20,000 Chinese 
residing in Batavia ; are they dispersed among the other inha- 
bitants, or do they form a class residing separately ? — In Bata- 
via, as in all other large towns throughout the Archipelago, they 
reside in what is called the China Camp, which is a part of the 
town appropriated to themselves, and there they retain their 
own usages and customs ; even the architecture of the town is 
the same as in China, and the very mode of arranging the house- 
hold is the same. 


3490. Is any proportion of the population of a permanent 
character, or is it altogether a migratory one ? — They are gene- 
rally of a permanent character, but there are some that return 
to China occasionally. 

3491. Are those the most wealthy that return, or do the more 
wealthy fix there? — They are generally wealthy people that 
return. 


3492. Is there shown amongst them, with respect to their 
own consumption, any indisposition to articles of European pro- 
duce ? — Not the least indisposition to articles of European pro- 
duce, but rather a growing taste for them of late. 

3493. Are you aware of the existence of any customs or pre- 
judices which indispose them to the use or consumption of arti- 
cles of European produce or manufacture ? — I am not aware of 
any. 

3494. What articles of European produce seem to be matters 
of desire to the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia ? — As household 
furniture, they are very partial to our glass-ware of all descrip- 
tions, to our mirrors, and other articles of ornament, and the 
consumption of them has greatly increased since the traders 
have conformed to their partialities as to shapes and patterns. 

3495. With respect to dress, what is their practice ? — The 
form of a Chinaman’s dress is always the same wherever he is ; 
but the articles of which it is now composed throughout Java 
generally consist of European manufactures. There are some 
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few suited to the. UiqoaCe/ and have not been imitated 16 Mar. 1830. 

by UB, still Chinese. . . . Mr.Jieans, 

3496. What articles of European manufacture are used in the 
dress of the Chinese inhabitants in Java?— Woollens and cotton 
cloths ; the latter very extensively. 

8497. Have you any reason to form an opinion whether the 
taste for European manufactures which exists amongst the Chi- 
nese inhabitants of Java is peculiar to them, or whether it extends 
also to the inhabitants of the empire itself? — I cannot exactly 
state this. The settlers are Chinese ; their habits and manners 
are the same in the Archipelago as in their native country, 1 
believe, and diey readily adopt our manufactures in preference 
to their own, when those are cheaper and better. When I first 
went to Java, in 1811, they were almost exclusively clothed in 
Chinese manufactures, and I witnessed a revolution there which 
almost clothed them in European manufactures, during the time 
I was there. 

3498. In what interya! of time was that change effected ? — 1 
commenced as a merchant and agent in 1813 ; at that time I 
do not think the consumption of British manufactures exceeded 
300 cases throughout the whole of Java ; in 1826, the last year 
of which I have any precise account, the importation of cottons 
exceeded 6,000 cases in Java. 

3499. Can you state what the value of those 6,000 cases 
might be in the market of Batavia ? — I think they may be taken 
upon an average at about £50 a case. 

3500. Did the consumption of woollens and other European 
articles increasc-in somewhat an analogous proportion ?— Per- 
haps not so extensively ; they did increase very considerably, 
and 1 myself at one time imported very extensively. 

3501. During your stay at Batavia, have you known many 
new Chinese settlers fix themselves at the China Camp ?— The 
junks generally import, 1 think, from 800 to about 1,500, or 
sometimes more, annually, settlers fiom China. 

3502. Among those new settlers is there any difficulty in pro- 
moting a consumpiion of European manufactures? — They 
generally arrive very poor, but as soon as they obtain the means 
of purchasing, they do not long delay availing themselves of it. 

3503. You have stated that many of these persons that ac- 
quired wealth in Java returned with their wealth to China, were 
those persons who so returned persons who were consumers of 
British goods and manufactures ? — They were, 

3504. Have they, on returning to China, been dispersed over 
different parts of the country, or have they been confined to one 
particular province? — They have generally gone back to the 
province to which they belonged. 

3505. Do the emigrants to Batavia belong to one particular 
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16 Mar. IH30. province, or do they come from difFerciit parts oFthe empite? 

— They came from different parf^ of the empire, particularly tb0 
Mr. j. Veans. provinces of Canton and Foklen. 

3506. Are you aware what numbers annually return from 
Java to China No, I am not aware; tliey are very few indeed 
compared with those who come to Java. 

3507. Have the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia any particular 
prejudices with regard to their diet and the consumption of their 
food?— Not the least. 1 have dined with the Chinese merchants 
at as good a dinner as 1 could have got any where in India, and 
1 have seen recently a growing taste among them for hams, both 
the York and Westplialia, for fish, such as mackarel and 
herrings, for salt butter, and for wine and beer, and particularly 
Geneva. 

8508. You have stated that the Chinese at Batavia are pur- 
chasers of European produce for their own consumption, and 
also that they purchase for sale to others ; is that as retail 
traders ? - Yes ; as retail traders, they are generally the medium 
of communication between the Europeans and the natives of the 
Archipelago. 

3509. Is that trade cariied on by them for cash, or by bills? 
— Occasionally both. They frequently sell for cash ; and very 
often they barter for produce, which they sell again to European 
merchants. 

3510. In what description of vessels is the trade carried on 
between Batavia and China ? — There is a trade in junks; and 
there is also a trade in vessels of different nations, particularly 
Americans. 

3511. Confining yourself to the junks, will you state what 
description of vessels, and of what size ? — In consequence of the 
vexatious forms in the customs of Batavia the trade in junks fell 
off; and 1 think in 182.5 there were only four junks, the trade 
being confined to Batavia, amounting to 440 lasts or 880 tons. 
Since that there has been a modification of the custom-house 
regulations ; the forms have been rendered more easy to them, 
and tlic eastern ports of Java have been opened, and now the 
trade is considerably increased. I think the last that 1 heard of 
the junks was, that seven or eight had arrived in Java; certainly 
that number, if not more. 

3512. Of what tonnage are those junks chiefly? — Their ton- 
nage varies ; I do not think that any of them exceed 400 tons, 
as far as I could judge or learn from the Chinese themselves. 

3513. What is the general average? — The general average 
may be about 300 tons. 

3514. Can you state what has been the amount of the ex- 
ports from Java to China? — The exports from Java to China 
in 1825, which was one of the worst years of the trade, but the 
only year I have an accurate account of, exceeded about 
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8,700,000 guilders, or £825,000 ; that was the year in which the 16 Mar. 1S30. 
port of Batavia only was opened. , .* • ^ 

S515. Of what produce did that consist? — There was about 
£54,000 in specie, £40,000 worth of birds*-nests, £4,250 of 
Netherlands woollens, and the remainder consisted of a variety 
of articles, such as pepper, betel-nut, rattans, tripang, &c. 

8516. What is tripang? — It is a sea-slug that is fished in the 
Eastern Archipelago. It was formerly only found in the Eastern 
Archipelago, principally about the Gulph of Carpentaria; the 
amount of it was about 14,000 peguls, which was sent to China, 
value about £120,000. It has been lately found to abound on 
the coast of Ce> Ion and in the Mauritius, and is likely to become 
an important article in the trade with China. 

3517. Was there any opium forming part of that trade? — 

There was; but not to any considerable extent, and principally 
Turkey opium. 

3518. What were the imports at that time into Batavia from 
China? — They amounted to about £75,000. The imports were 
principally by the junks; the exports were by all vessels. 

3519. Of what did the imports consist? — A variety of articles 
suited to the Chinese settlers, of which about 7,800 was in 
teas. 

3520. Can you state the number of square-rigged vessels 
which sailed from Batavia, or touched there in their way to 
Cliina in that same year? — In 1825, the number of square- 
rigged vessels whicii touched at Batavia in their way to China 
was sixteen. 

3521. From what countries ? — Three were Dutch, four 
English, one Portuguese, and eight Americans. 

3522. Have you had occasion to consider how far the Eastern 
Archipelago might become a channel through which teas could 
be sent to Europe ? — I have. 

3523. On what occasion, and under what circumstances, did 
you turn your attention to that subject ? — In the beginning of 
1822, when there was a talk of the stoppage of the trade, I 
thought it adviseable to consult the agents of the junks as to the 
practicability of their bringing teas suited to the European 
market to Batavia ; they assured me, that if any interruption 
of the European trade occurred, they thought they could bring a 
very considerable quantity next year. 

3524. Was this communication with persons upon whose truth 
and fidelity you had reason to rely ? — They were the super- 
cargoes and agents of junks ; men who conduct the whole of 
the trade in the junks. 

3525. Were they persons with whom you had other commer- 
cial transactions that ‘enabled you to rely upon the statements 
they made ? — Yes ; and the communication was made to them 



576 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : • ■ 

16 Mar. 1830. through these merchantSi with whom f had had extensire 

3526. Did the communicationj^ so far impress themselves 
upon your mind, as that if the event had occurred of th^ 
stoppage of the direct China trade, you would have given orders, 
and relied on the execution of those oiders for supplies of 
tea in the way suggested? — I did not entertain the least doubt 
that the Chinese with whom I proposed the arrangement, would 
have brought all the teas they could have procured, on their 
return from China the next season, and that they would have 
brought me particular accounts how far they could have conti- 
nued that trade, which they seemed to be pretty confident they 
could do to a considerable extent. 

3527. Should you apprehend that a trade so carried on would 
have exposed merchants like yourself engaging in it to any fraud 
in the quality of the goods supplied ?— 1 had some apprehension 
of that, and 1 mentioned it to those Chinese ; but they assured 
me 1 need be under no apprehension, for that they dealt with 
respectable men, who always attached their chop or name to 
the packages, and that they had never been deceived. They 
reminded me of a circumstance that was perfectly well known 
to myself, which was of the tobacco of the Cadoo, which is a 
province in the centre of Java, which passes throughout the 
whole of the Archipelago, bearing the name of the cultivator, 
and according to his reputation it bears a price without even 
being examined. I had dealt largely in this article, and I knew 
that this was the case ; and of course I could only assent to that 
observation. 

3528. Arc the Committee to understand that there is a class 
of cultivators in Java, being Chinese, who deal in tobacco in the 
way you have desciibed ?— They are Chinese cultivators, 
whose names arc a guarantee for the quality of the tobacco 
they sell. 

3529. During your residence at Batavia, have you had any evi- 
dence of disadvantages to which British ships have been subject, 
in consequence of their exclusion from the ports of China? - 1 
have had many. I have often myself, in shipping goods to 
China, been obliged either to get freight on foreign vessels, or 
to hire Dutch colonial vessels to proceed to the Straits of Sunda 
to meet the Company's ships, for the purpose of either disposing 
of the produce 1 had for the China market, or of sending it on 
freight to China. 

3530. Have you known any anivals at Batavia from New 
South Wales in quest of freight? — Many; there are generally 
every year a considerable number of ships come from New South 
Wales in quest of freight. 

3531. Has the state of the law put you under the necessity 
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of shipping consignments of produce m foreign vessels ?— I have f 

shipped in foreign vessels for C/iina; because J could not avail 
myself of the unemployed British tonnage which was lying in ^ 

the harbour to proceed to China, and which would gladly have 
done so. 


3532 . Wh^t produce have you shipped to China ? — I have 
shipped tin in large quantities, and spiccs, and various other 
articles. 


3533. Have you known other British merchants compelled to 
have recourse to the same arrangement ? — All my countrymen 
in Batavia settled as merchants \Fcre occasionally reduced to 
the same predicament, and I know that throughout Bie Archi- 
pelago it is the same. 


3534. Do you recollect the circumstances of the scarcity 
which occurred in the year 1824 ? — 1 do. 


3535. Were there any opportunities at that time afforded that 
would have admitted of the profitable employment of British 
shipping? — I perfectly recollect that when the news of the 
scarcity in China first arrived in Batavia, and of the edict ad- 
mitting vessels with cargoes of grain free of port charges, there 
were some English ships in the roads, and some expected, that 
would have been despatched with rice to China, but of course 
they could not be availed of in consequence of their not being 
allowed to go to China. 


3536. Do foreign ships call at Batavia on their way to China ? 
— They do, particularly Americans, and avail themselves of all 
the chances of markets in their way. 


3537. In what respect do they avail themselves of the chances 
of markets? — ^They get recent accounts from China of the 
state of the markets, and they there either dispose of their out- 
ward investments, or lay in such products of the Archipelago as 
are suited to the China market. 


3538. From your intercourse during so many years with the 
Chinese, can you state to the Committee, whether they are 
indifferent to foreign trade or attach any importance to its 
advantages? — The Chinese of the Archipelago, who 1 be- 
lieve do not differ from the Chinese in their native country, are 
very sensible of the importance of commerce, and are, as I 
have already observed, the keenest speculators perhaps in the 
countr3C. 

3539. Are you aware whether the foreign commerce of China 
becomes a source of revenue to the Chinese government, and 
a matter of interest to the Chinese authorities ? — The foreign 
commerce of China is very extensive ; it exceeds, I believe, 
considerably £12,000,000 sterling, and of course, although not 
altogether a legal commerce, still from the greater part of it 
being so, the Chinese government derive a revenue, and a very 
considerable one as 1 understand, from it. 
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16 Mar. 1830. 3540. Have you reason to know in what light the Eurtqieaii 

imports into China are considered by the .Chinese people^ or 
r. j, jjeaM* whether they could easily be dispensed with by them ?— I kno# 
that the imports to China are of far more importance to that em- 
pire than perhaps the tea is to this country, great' as it is consi- 
dered, inasmuch as the opium, which is now a v^iy 'extensive 
article of import into China, is generally used thejre ; add when 
once a person has been accustomed to the use of it, it cannot 
easily be dispensed with without danger to his health, and per- 
haps his life. 

3541. Do you sUte that from your experience of the habits 
and customs of the Chinese people at Batavia and in the 
Archipelago ? — I do. I had a great deal to do in the opium 
trade at Java, and of course saw a great deal of the use it was 
put to; and from my own observation of its effects, lean state, 
that those who have been long in the habit of using it could not 
have dispensed with the use of without serious injury to their 
health. 

3542. Are you aware whether the use of opium is increasing ? 
—It has increased very rapidly indeed in China. 1 saw a 
statement of the imports into China down to tlie beginning of 
1829, which stated it to amount to nearly two millions of 
pounds weight, considerably exceeding two millions and a half 
sterling in value. 

3543. Arc the other articles imported into China articles of 
which the inhabitants could not be deprived without a considera- 
ble degree of inconvenience? — We may very easily judge of 
some of them. We ourselves could not well dispense with the 
spices, which are used in China as generally as in any other 
country. Some of them are articles of luxury, such as birds’- 
ncsts, which are imported to a very considerable amount in 
China; also tripang, and sinews of different animals, are of 
course not perhaps indispensable, but as much so as the tea is 
to us from habit, among the grandees of the country; and 
again, the betel-nut, which is used very extensively in China, 
is also an article indispensable to the lowci orders in particular. 

3544. From your experience of Java, and your knowledge of 
the increased consumption that took place in that island by the 
opening of the trade, what do you consider would be the effect 
of opening the trade to China itself, so far as relates to the 
consumption of European produce and manufactures ?— The 
enterprize of British subjects in Java was very much aided 
indeed by the activity of the Chinese in conforming our manu- 
factures to the tastes and habits of the people, and from the 
very rapid extension of tlie use of those manufactures almost 
entirely superseding the native manufactures. 1 have not the 
least doubt but the same change would take place in China, 
making allowances, of course, for the difficulties that are 
attendant upon having only one legal port. 
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3545. At the tinfe of the occupation of Java in 1811, in what Mar. 18.{0. 
manufactured articles were the inhabitants^ Chinese and 

natives, clothed ?— Uie natives were clothed in manufactures 
of their own partly^ and partly in the manufactures of British 
India ; the Chinese principally in Chinese manufactures. 

3546. How long did this state of things continue ? — It began 
to change 4t Jhe opening of the trade in 1814 ; and in 1828, 
when I left Java, the natives were almost exclusively clothed 
in British manufactures, and the Chinese very generally. Still, 
of course, they used some Chinese manufactures, which we 
have not yet been able to imitate 'successfully. 

3m 7. Are there any particular European manufaotuVes which 
were prepared and adapted for Chinese consumption ? — I myself 
took great pains in ascertaining the tastes, not only of the na- 
tives of Java, but of the Chinese, and was very greatly aided 
by the Chinese in obtaining the necessary patterns and forms, 
which I brought home to this country, and carried out a very 
extensive consignment conformable to those patterns ; which 
plan was followed afterwards by the other British merchants, 
and succeeded most eminently. 

3548. Of what description were those articles ? — ^With re- 
gard to broadcloths, the particular object was to gel colours 
suited to the people. They were principally cottons : woollens 
to some extent, but the cottons were the greatest quantity. 

3549. How did the British imitation stand in quality ond 
price, as compared with the articles which you imitated ? — The 
best proof of how they stood in quality and price, as compared 
with the articles imitated, was the almost entire suppression of 
the native manufactures. 

3550. Are the Committee to understand that there was a 
substitution of British manufactures for the native manufactures 
at that place ? — There was. 

3551. In 1826, had the British manufactures so far displaced 
the Oriental manufactures as to give a sufficient supply of cloth- 
ing to the people ? — Most unquestionably the people, as I have 
already stated, are now almost entirely clothed in British manu- 
factures. But not only were the native fabrics of Java almost 
entirely superseded, but all the finer fabrics of Bengal were at 
last unsaleable in the market of Java, and the trade with Britibh 
India reduced to a comparative trifle as regarded manufactures. 

3552. Wliat is the amount of the population of Java, in 
which this increased consumption of British manufacture took 
place by the influence of free trade ? — It is computed at about 
5,000,000. 

3553. What is your idea of the population of the empire of 
China ?— From the statement 1 have seen, the population of 
the Chinese empire ii^ computed bomewhere between 140,000,000 
and 150,000,000. 

3n 
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ihMir 18^0. 35.51. Do you consider that there are other articles besides 

those which are at present imported into China, which mightf 

Mr, j. Deans, operation of a fi«e trade, find a profitable sale there? 

— Judging from what has taken place in Java, where the Chinese 
do not differ from those in their native country, I should conceive 
there are many articles of sale which might be extended. 

3555. Can you state to the Committee any instaOde of the 
discovery of a new article, or the extension of production of an 
old one, that has added to the value of the imports into China ? 
— 1 can state one, perhaps not of great importance, but it would 
show that there are^ many others with respect to which the same 
thing might be done. The large glasses or rummers^ which are 
used in their houses for burning a light before their ^ods, oppo- 
site their front door. I noticed them on one occasion as being 
made of imperfect China-glass : I asked the Chinese if they 
would have any objection to British manufacture, if the same 
patterns were preserved, and they gave me patterns of them, 
which I brought home and had manufactured at Birmingham. 1 
took them out. and had them sold for a considerable price, and 
they have since continued to be supplied from different places to 
a great extent. 

3556. You have stated the increased consumption of tripang, 
has that been an article of late introduction as nn import from 
the Archipelago into China ? — Not from the Archipelago ; but 
it has been recently discovered to abound on the coasts of 
Ceylon and the Mauritius, and is likely to become an article of 
considerable trade. 

.3557. Have you yourself dealt in the article? '-I have, in the 
article prepared in the Archipelago ; but a year or two before I 
came home 1 had a consignment from Ceylon, from a house 
there, for the purpose of ascertaining its value in the China 
market, to sell it in short for the China market. It was damaged 
on the voyage ; but some of it had escaped, and 1 had an oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining its quality and value, and I found that, in 
consequence of the impenect way in which it was prepared at 
Ceylon, that it was inferior generally to the tripang of the 
Archipelago, and classed with the lower qualities. 

3558. Is there a considerable demand for it in China P^Very 
extensive demand ; the supply has never yet equalled the demand. 

3559. Are you aware what the total quantity imported into 
China in value has been in any one year ? — 1 have already stated 
it at about 14,000 peculs. 1 do not know the amount now, 
because 1 do not know the extent to which it is sent from 
Ceylon and the Mauritius ; the value of that is about £120,000. 

3560. Is the article called tripang the same as beche-de-mer ? 
—It is. 

3561. Supposing that any political or commercial transactions 
should lead to a prohibition of the diiect intercourse between 
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the European powersand the empire of China itself, do you con- 16 Mtr. ih^o. 
oeive that the Chinese trade, both ih exports and imports, might 
be carried on through the Eastern Archipelago ? — I cannot *'* • 

conceive that the Chinese can stop their trade, for the reasons 
already stated: but that if they did, I certainly think that it 
might be carried on in that way, perhaps with some difficulty at 
brst, but it would at last, I am of opinion, be carried on as regu- 
larly as it is‘now, in spite of all prohibition by that government. 

^62* Have the Chinese at Batavia evinced any jealousy or 
indisposition to the consumption of our manufactures, or to 
trading with us ? — Not the least.- . 

3563. You have stated that some of the Chinese settlers in 
the island of Java are agriculturists ? — They are. 

3564. Do they acquire property in land there ? — They do 
not; they rent land. In the towns they acquire, of course, pro- 
perty in their houses ; but in the country they are generally 
farmers of the land. In the district of Batavia they do acquire 
land where Europeans arc allowed to hold land, but not in the 
native provinces. 

3565. From your acquaintance with the Chinese, and other 
parts of the East, is your opinion with respect to the Chinese 
jiopulation generally the same as that whicli you have now 
stated with reference to the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia ? — I 
was settled in Penang for three years, and I had charge of the 
pepper plantations of the late Mr. Scott there, which were 
entirely cultivated by Chinese, and 1 found no difference in their 
habits and manners in Penang from what I did in Java or in Sinca- 
pore, or in any other countries through which I travelled. 

3566. You have stated that you had doubts whether they 
would furnish good tea to the extent of the tea required for the 
European consumption, and the only satisfaction you had was 
from what the Chinese told you ? — Of course, 1 could have no 
other means of obtaining information upon the subject. 

3567. With respect to our manufactures being used, as you 
say, in great quantities in the Archipelago, do not you know that 
that was owing to the great fall that took place in the price of 
cotton goods ? — Of course I am sensible of that : if our goods 
were not cheaper and better than their own fabrics, they would 
never have given them the preference. 

3568. Has not that had the same effect in India to supersede 
the native fabrics very much ? — I believe the effect is similar 
every where. In India, of course, it has had the same effect. 

3569. Have you examined the cloths of the two countries, 
the Chinese and the English, with respect to durability? — I 
have : 1 have dealt in them both. 

3570. Do you think that the British arc preferable in that 
respect? — The CKinese are more durable, because they can 
afford to put a greater quantity of the raw iiiatcriai into the 
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ifeMnr. 1830. clotlis ; but the British cloths are geherallj a fin^r looking 
Mr, j, Diant. plcas^ them much better. The natives, I believe> if 

they can get them cheap, are not very particular with regard lo 
the durability. ® 

3571. If tea was supplied to Europe through" the Archipe* 
lago, must it not be supplied at a higher price than it could be 
supplied direct from Canton ? — No ; the Chinese tell me, that 
in consequence of lower duties by their vessels, they thought 
they could supply it cheaper. 

3572. Must not there be a trans-shipment ?— If they brought 
the black teas from the province in which they are grown to 
Batavia, I think they would not be much dearer than they are 
at Canton. 

3573. Do not you know that they cannot bring them from 
the province in which they are grown ? — I know that they can- 
not legally bring them, but I know that they do bring them. 

3574. From what parts of China ?— From both parts, but par- 
ticularly from Fokien, from Amoy. 

3575. Did you ever examine the qualities of teas sold in 
Canton, and those which were purchased in the Archipelago?— 
Yes, I have. 

3576. Do not you know that the black tea which is pur- 
chased by the Company at Canton is of the best quality of black 
tea, and better than any other that can be procured ? — I am 
not aware of that. I know that the Company do purchase the 
best teas, but I am not aware that they are better than any 
other purchased in the market. 

^ 3577. Have you not heard that they have a right of pre-emp- 
tion, at least that they have the offer of all the black tea at Can- 
ton?— I am aware that they have a preference : but I think there 
are many chops of good teas that the Company do not get at 
last, so I have understood. The only pre-emption that the 
Company have is the making contracts the season before, as far 
as I understand, which gives them the choice of a great quantity 
of tea. 

3578. Is not that preference given solely by the Hong mer- 
chants ; are you aware whether the outside merchants give the 
Company preference? -No; the Company have a selection 
from a certain quantity of teas, as far as I have understood, but 
not from the whole of the black teas. 

3579. Have you been at Canton yourself? — I have. I was 
twice there, but it is a long while ago ; and except in so far as 
my observation has enabled me to compare the manners and 
habits of the people in China with those of the settlers in the 
Archipelago, of course I would wish to speak with diffidence 
upon that subject. 

3580. So far as your obbcrvations have gone, have your ob- 
servations upon }our own vibits at Canton been confirmed by 
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what you have seen and beard of the Chinese in the Archipe* 16 Mar. 1830. 

lago ?— I was }'oung' at the time I was at Canton ; but so far as 

my observations went, I have seen very little difference between 
the manners and habits of the people in their native country and 
those settled in the Archipelago. 

8581. How long were you each time at Canton ? — I cannot 
state exactly the time, but I think it was between two and three 
months each time. 

3582. In what year ?^In 1806-7 and 1807-8. 

3583. Can you state what are ,the duties upon tea and upon 
other goods in China, exported in native vessels, as compared 
with the duties on the same goods exported in foreign vessels ? 

— I believe the proportion is about one-third. 

3584<. Do you believe that tea could be supplied for con- 
sumption in this country at two-thirds the price it now bears, if 
the Company’s monopoly no longer existed ? — Judging from the 

J >rice in other countries, 1 should think certainly it might for 
ess, and particularly if wc pay for it in our manufactures by a 
free trade. 

3585. In what degree would the expense of transmitting 
merchandize to and from Canton .become increased, if trans- 
shipment at Sincapore were had recourse to ?— I have no means 
of stating the expense accurately, because the freights will de- 
pend entirely upon the quantity of shipping that is to be had at 
the time. If the port of Canton was free to British shipping, 

I think the expense would be considerably less than the freight 
that the Company pay direct to Great Britain upon it. 

3586. Is there any other intermediate port more direct for 
trans-shipment than Sincapore, and at what difference of charge? 

—Sincapore is as well suited as any other port ; but there are 
ports in Java, Batavia and Angler, where there are entre- 
pots established, and where the same trade might be conducted, 
and I do not think the charge would differ very materially. 

3587. If the Chinese government interdicts the transit of teas 
to Sincapore, what would be the expense of breaking through 
that interdiction There would be no additional expense or 
obstruction to what there is now, because it is illicit now. 

3588. Does it go clear of charge, notwithstanding the inter- 
diction, now ? — It goes with the usual charges which Chinese 
vessels pay. 

3589. Could not the tea only be brought from China to Java 
by smuggling ? — Yes. 

3590. You have said that you think tea could be furnished to 
this country at less than two-thirds of the present price, and 
you said you formed that opinion from the price of tea else- 
where; where did you mean? — I mean on the Continent of 
Europe and in America. 

3591. Is the tea on the Continent of Europe of the same 
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Mar. 18 .^ 0 . quality as the tea that is .sold by the Company hm?— I hare 

always understood so. I haxfi drunk tea on the Continent, aiid 

. j. Deans, j have druok tea in this country*. I am no great judge ; but f 
could not perceive there was any difference in the quality. 

3592. If any witness has said that it is of inferior quality, 
would you sav that he is mistaken ? — No. Inferior tea is some- 
times carriea to the Continent, because there the trade is i^e $ 
but here, the trade being all in the hands of the Company, the 
quality is more equal. But there have been old teas bought in 
the Archipelago, taken there : and old teas are always inferior 
to new. 

3593. ts the tea taken to the Continent old tea?— Some of 
it ; but I believe not a great proportion, indeed very little. 

3594. It lias been stated that the tea with which the Continent 
is supplied is generally an inferior description as compared 
with the tea used here, is that consistent with your knowl^ge ? 
•—1 have understood to the contrary ; not that it is better, but 
that it is not generally inferior. 

3595. If you, as a merchant, with a freedom of trade, were 
exporting teas to two countries, the one a rich country and the 
other a poor country, would you or would you not adapt the 
quality of the teas to the market with which you were dealing ? 
—Most unquestionably. 

3596. You stated that there were at one time four English 
ships that touched at Batavia on their way to China, what were 
those English ships?— Country ships from India. 

3597. Was the tea which was brought to Batavia from China 
brought from the provinces where the tea is grown, or from 
Canton ? — From Fokien, where the black tea is grown. 

3598. Did you ever purchase good tea in the junks at Bata- 
via? — The description of tea brought by the Chinese junks is 
what we consider an inferior quality, suited to the taste of the 
Chinese settlers and the natives ; but I have purchased very 
excellent green tea and pekoe ; but thpy import a very small 
quantity of that description. 

3599. Was the green tea which you so purchased brought 
from the province where the green tea is grown ?— That was 
brought from Canton. 

3600. Is there any intercourse between Batavia and the pro- 
vince of Kiang-nan ? — I am not aware of that. 

3601. Are you aware that green tea is grown in the province 
of Kiang-nan? — Yes, it is grown in the southern province. 

3602. And that that province is a maritime province ? — 1 am 
not perfectly aware of the situation of it ? 

3603. You have stated that the English manufactures have 
superseded the manufactures of Java and of China, in a great 
measLiie ; can you state whether theie is any Chinese iijuiiufac- 
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tare which at ‘resembles English Mrobllens?— I have seen a lf> M.ir. 1830. 

kind of flannel tliat they make^ but I have not seen much of it, 

nor am I aware of its exact quality. ^ Beam. 

3604. Is it made of sheep’s wool ? — It appears to be wool, or 
a mixture of wool and cotton. 

3605. What is the latitude of Batavia? — Six south. 


3606. Is it a fact that woollens are at a certain time of the 
year in request in that latitude ?— Woollens are in general 
request in tliat latitude, and very generally worn by all the 
classes that can afford them, both natives and Chinese. 

3607. At ^ what time of the year do they use ihem? — 
Throughout the year they require them, but more particularly in 
the rainy season, when there is a general moisture. 

3608. Do you know whether there is a considerable import 
of furs into China ? — I have understood so, but I am not ac- 
quainted with that trade. 

3609. Can you give the Committee any information with 
respect to the trade with Japan ? — The Dutch are allowed to 
trade with Japan, and they are only allowed to send two ships. 
The trade was conducted until two years ago by the Dutch 
government of Java. 1 have here a list of the cargoes in the 
year 1825, both the imports and exports. Since that it has got 
into the hands of the Dutch East-India Company, and they have 
very considerably extended it, I believe. 

3610. Will you state the principal items of the trade? — ^In 
the Japan trade in 1 825 there were two ships, amounting in all 
to about 1,300 tons ; one was 600 and the other was 700 tons. 
The export cargoes consisted of 100 ps. ScindaUwood ; 1,167 
ps. Japan-wood ; 500 buffalo hides ; 1,638 lbs. ivory, valued at 
3,247 f.; 61 lbs. camphor Baros, or Malay camphor, valued at 
3,234 f. ; 225 Java mats; 24 ps. cocoa-nut oil ; 113 ps. cloves, 
value 18,936 f.; 6,991 ps. sugar, value 104,968 f.; 338 ps. tin, 
18,936 f.; Bengal piece-goods to the value of 20,896 f.; hardware 
and porcelain, 2,250 f. ; jewellery, 1,100 f.; glass-ware, 
3,748 f.; Netherlands broad-cloths, 7.5,209 f.; lead, 147 ps. 
2,1 93 f.; Netherlands cotton goods, 61,332 f. ; medicine and 
sundries ; making the total value of the export cargoes 373,853 f., 
or at 12s. ps. £*31,154. Ss. 4flf. The import cargoes consisted of, 
•oiz. 720 ps. camphor, 69, 120 f.; 10,745 ps. copper, 617,862 f.; 
426 ps. crape, 17,748 f.; cotton cloth, 13,978 f.; medicine, 
2,270 f. ; provisions, 3,327 f. ; sackie and soy, 14,332 f. ; wheat, 
207 bags, 2,156 f.; silks, 3 1,600 f.; sundries, 96,089 f.; making 
in all, Dutch florins, 868,482=£72,373. lOs* 

3611. Are the Dutch the only European nation now allowed 
to trade with Japan ? — They are. 

3612. Do any other European nation trade at all with them? 
— I am not aware thdt any European nation trades with them. I 
saw a captain of a ship from Bengal who got upon that coast, 
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16 Mar. 1630. and the boats came off to him in great numbers and purchased 
“77 of article they had of British manufactures ; they 

Mr. j. Demu. little, unfortunately, bgt they sold all that they had 

in barter for provisions, which they were out of. The officers 
of the government also came on board and ordered him off, but 
at the same time asked him if he had cloth such as his coat was 
made of, and any articles of that kind ; that they were anxious 
to purchase them. He said he had not : and when he came 
back they told him to be sure to bring articles of that kind, but 
on no account was he to come back. 

3613. To what port is it that the Dutch are confined in Japan ? 
— Nanga Sakkie ; Tliey have a factory there. 

3614. Do they remain constantly at the factory at that port? 
—They do. 

3615. Do you happen to know the population of the town ? 
— I do not. 

3616. Do you know how the Dutch Factory conduct their 
business there ?— The Japanese dismantle the ships when they 
arrive : they receive the cargo into a store, where it is valued, 
and they give them a return-cargo, valuing it in the same way. 

3617. Are there any Japanese junks that trade at all with the 
Eastern Archipelago ? — I am not aware of any. 

3618. Have they no foreign trade of that description? — I 
believe not. The Chinese trade with Japan, but I am not aware 
that Japan junks go to China. 

3619. Do you know the number of the Chinese junks that go 
to Japan ? — I cannot be sure of the extent, but I believe it is 
considerable. 

3620. lb it the general impression in the Eastern Archipelago, 
that provided a change viere to take place in the mode of trans- 
acting business with Japan, a very considerable trade might be 
carried on with that empire ? — It would be an illicit trade ; but 
our enterprizing countrymen generally manage to conduct a 
trade with every part of the world which they can get to. 

3621. Should not you expect that if the free trader were ad- 
mitted to China, he would find the means of carrying on trade 
with the empire of Japan ?— I have no doubt they would : but 
if they did not, the Chinese would find the means of conveying 
to Japan such articles as they found would suit them, whetlier 
Chinese or European manufactures. 

3622. Was not that trade carried on by the British govern- 
ment of Java, when that island was in our possession ?— It was. 

3623. Under what flag ? — Under the Dutch flag. 

3624. Do you conceive that the trade between Java and 
Japan is an increasing trade ?— In the hands of the government 
it was as little as it well could be. The Dutch Company have 
improved upon it considerably, being rather better traders than 
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the government*; 'but it is notbing to what it would be if a free 16 Mar. 1930. 
trade was permitted 'there. • 

3625. Do you understand that the Japanese would have any 
objection to extend the trade, with the Dutch government, pro- 
vided the Dutch government wished ?— No ; 1 understand that 
the Japanese ffovemment positively restrict the trade to two 
ships. They m> liot limit the size of those ships, but they will 
allow no more than two. 

3626* How was the trade carried on during that period when 
we were at war with Holland ?— We sent vessels there, and they 
were received as Dutch ships. The Japane*se were ajrart that 
they were English, but they could not acknowledge them under 
any other flag than the Dutch. 

3627. You are aware that the trade between China and 
Europe is confined to Canton ; do you consider that as a proof 
of an anti-commercial spirit in the Chinese government, or to 
what cause do you ascribe that restriction ? — I should rather 
suppose it to be political. It would be as unfair to the Chinese 
to conclude that that was a proof of an anti-commercial spirit, 
as it would be to conclude that we had an anti-commercial spirit 
in Great Britain, because before 1&14 the whole trade of India 
and China was confined to the port of London. 

8628. Are there any discriminating duties upon British goods 
imported into Java as compared with those imports from the 
Netherlands ? — Yes ; Netherland goods imported with a certi- 
ficate of origin are duty free, while British goods direct from 
Great Britain, that is to say, woollens and cotton manufactures, 
pay 25 per cent, ad valorem ; coming by way of. British India 
they pay 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

3629. What price per cent, upon the prime cost of tea at 
Canton would you consider sufficient to remunerate the im- 

r >rter ?— -It would depend upon whether the trade was free. 

should think, if they paid in British manufactures, it is proba- 
ble they would sell at a profit ; and, like the trade in all other 
parts, be glad to realize that profit upon the returns in tea. 

8630. Is it then your opinion, that if the merchants had a 
profit on the outward cargo, they would bring home tea for 
nothing ?— That if they could make a remittance at par of the 
profits made in the cargo out they would be contented. 

3631. As the trade now is, do you consider the loss of not 
having a remittance to Europe to be almost equal to the profit 
on the outward investment ? — ^There would be great difficulty in 
obtaining a remittance at present, unless the returns were allowed 
to be mwd.e in teas or other Chinese products. 

3632. Supposing the trade in tea to be perfectly free, in that 
case do you suppose.there would be a difficulty in obtaining a 
remittance in return for whatever British manufactures might 
be exported?— If the trade were free, 1 conceive there would 

3 G 
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16 Mar. la^O. be returns for more than the manufactures that could be sold in 
China for some years, because, of course, the introduction tnusC 
be gradual. 

3633. Have you heard any thing of the American trade from 
America to Canton ?— I have. 

3634. Is not the most favourable mode of trading with China 
by sending bullion without any goods ? — They have sent bullion 
in general, until latterly ; w hen, 1 believe, they have come to 
this country, and exported both cotton and woollen manufac- 
tures, which they have found profitable. 

3dib. Have you not heard that the trade is considered to be 
most beneficially carried on between America and Canton, in 
sending bullion and bringing home tea ? — 1 believe they had no 
option ; they had nothing but bullion to take to China. 

3636. How many ships have the Dutch sent to Japan lately ? 
— Two : they have never been allowed to send more, and they 
do not send less. 

3637. Arc they not subject to great indignities there, when 
they get to Japan ? — I have understood so ; so far as being con- 
fined to one port, having their ships dismantled and their car- 
goes valued, and an export-cargo given them, such as tlie Japan- 
ese choose to set apart for them ; but 1 understand it is generally 
done upon pretty fair principles. 

3638. Are not the Europeans in China confined to one port 
at Canton ? — They are. 

3639. Do you understand that any greater indignity is offered 
to the Dutch ships in Japan ? — Except the dismantling of their 
ships, I do not know of any other. 

3640. Was not that the practice niili respect to the China 
trade, by taking away the ruddeis, up to a peiiod comparatnely 
recent? — I have heaid so; but I cannot say up to what peiiod 
it was continued. 

3641. Does not tlie advantage of exporting bullion into China 
depend upon the value of the bullion m the country from whence 
it is exported ? — Of couise it must. 

3642 Were there an^ ships sent to Japan during your resi- 
dence in Java? — There weie two ships every year during the 
whole time of my residence there. 

3643. Have not the Americans, since they carried out British 
manufactures to Canton, carried out fewer dollars ? — They cer- 
tainly have ; they carry out no more, including both, than is 
sufficient to purchase their cargoes home. 

3644. Do you apprehend that the trade, if free, could be car- 
ried on by British manufactures alone to Canton ? — In time 1 
have no doubt it would, because we should imitate the manu- 
facture of their favourite fabrics, and greatly extend the con- 
sumption of our manufactures ; but it would take time. 
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3645. Then you do not consider that in a short time the i6 Mar. 1830. 
trade would be any drain of bullion from this country? — It 

would be no more a drain of bullion than it is at present, I con- -Diraiis. 

ceive. It is the different British merchants at present trading 
from India to China who afford to the Company the means of 
purchasing tea, ii\ place of the bullion they formerly carried 
out ; and those same funds would be at the disposal of respect- 
able British merchants for the same purpose. 

3646. Have you been much in British India?— I have been 
there, but never resided there for any time. 

3647. In what parts of India have you bedn ? — I was ^||^m- 
bay a long while ago ; but I have been two or three* tuffes to 
Bengal, and I have been once at Madras. 

3648. You are aware that, at present, it is not permitted to 
any foreign vessels to go into any port of China excepting Can- 
ton ; but supposing there was an entrepot for European manu- 
factures, including British, in any port of the Indian Archipe- 
lago, might not they be imported from that entrepot into any 
other port of China in Chinese junks ? — Although the trade to 
China, even witli foreign vessels, is confined to the port of Can- 
ton, I have understood that within the last two or three years 
country ships have been in the habit of proceeding to the north- 
ern ports, and have sold considerable quantities of opium along 
the coast, and have brought back dollars; and I have no doubt, 
if there was an entrepot in the Archipelago for British manu- 
factures, that not only British ships but native junks would carry 
considerable quantities to the ports of China. 

3649. Have you seen many of the Chinese junks in the East- 
ern Archipelago ? — I have. 

3650. What is your opinion as to their safety at sea ? — During 
the whole time of my residence in the Archipelago, I do not 
recollect to have heard of the loss of any but one. They gene- 
rally leave China in the favourable monsoon before the wind, 
and go back in the same waj^ : they arc scarcely ever lost, and 
it is seldom that any accidents happen. 

3651. To how many years do you apply the observation you 
made, that there was only one lost ? — My experience extends 
to twenty years. 

3652. Were you in such a situation in Batavia and other parts, 
that if more than one junk had been lost coming to Batavia you 
would have known it ?^I think it is likely that I should have 
known it ; we generally get pretty correct reports of the losses. 

3653. Have you ever been on board the junks at Batavia ? — 

Frequently. 

3654. Have you ever done any business with them in buying 
or selling ? — I have. 

3655. Supposing a trade in European manufactures, including 
British manufactures, to be carried on between the Indian Archi- 
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16 Mar. 1830. pelago and the northern ports of Chinai would not te&beltti- 
— ported from the provinces of Fokien and Kiang*naa inta tih« 

Mr. j jkaw Jn Archipelago ?— -They are at present impoi^d into the 
Indian Archipelago. If they became in demand in the Euro- 
pean market^ I have no doubt that iliey* would be -extended air 
I have already stated. 

3656. Without their being obliged to go to Canton ?— Yes. 

3657. So that, in that case, the teas would be exported from 
those provinces of China in which they are produced without 
the expense of the transport from those provinces to Canton? — 
YeB.| 

36DK Are you aware whether tea finds its way for consump- 
tion from China to Cochin China and Siam, or the Philippines 
and other parts of the Indian Archipelago ?-*-Yes, it does. I 
understand that the tea from China finds its way to Siam, Cochin 
China, and the Philippine islands, and even to Japan. Some of 
that brought by Cochin China came to Sincapore, and from 
Sincapore found its way to Batavia. 

3659. How was it brought ? — In junks to Sincapore. 

Mr. JOHN ARQYLE MAXWELL called in, and examined. 

Mr. J. A* Max- 8660. Ha VE you ever visited China, Java, and Sincapore ? — 
I have. 

8661. Have you resided at the latter ?— I have. 

3669. In what capacity? — As a commission-agent and mer- 
chant. 

3663. How long did you reside at Sincapore? — Better than 
six years. 

3664. Have you been in Canton?— I have. 

3665. In what year did you go to Sincapore ? — I went to 
Sincapore first in 1822, and I remained there till 1828. 

3666. In what year were you in Canton ? — I was first in 
Canton in 1826, and again in the end of 1828. 

3667. How long did you remain each time ?— The first time 
for about six weeks, and the last time about three months. 

3668. Did the nature of your commercial transactions in Sin- 
caporc bring you into much intercourse with the Chinese or with 
China?— It did. 

3669. What was the nature of your intercourse ?— I generally 
had a discretionaiy power from my constituents to send any of 
their property to a neighbouring market that might promise 
better than Sincapore, and in exercising that discretion 1 have 
often had transactions with Canton. 

3670. Were your constituents resident in England?— I had 
constituents in Germany also. 

3671. Were your consignments from Germany to any con- 
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siderable amount?— 'In 1826 I bad, one consignment, to the 16 Mar. 1830. 
value I think of about £12|000, from Hamburgh; and in 1827 ~~ 

I had another consignment, to the value of about £30,000, from 
Hamburgh also. ’ »'«*«. 

S672e Van you state what the cargoes of those ships consisted 
of? — They were general cargoes, but the greater proportion of 
them woollens. 

3673. What description of woollens? — The larger portion of 
the description termed ladies' cloths. 1 had one lot, of the 
value of about £5,000, shipped by the Royal Prussian Society 
of Stettin, and stated to me to be of the same desc^lvtion 
of cloth which was taken by the Russians for the Kiachta 
market. 

3674. Did you send those woollens to China?— I made some 
sales of them at Sincapore, and sent the rest on to China accord- 
ing to my instructions. 

3675. In Sincapore did you sell them to the Chinese junks ? 

—I sold a part of them, to the value of about £1,000 at Sin- 
capore. 

3676. Are the ladies’ cloths of a finer description ? — They 
are of a finer description ; what is usually termed light woollens. 

3677. What was that sent by the Royal Society of Stettin ? 

—An intermediate kind of cloth, rather heavy. 

3678. Can you state the poportion of the value in those 
cloths as compared with the English cloths sent to the China 
market, as to the quality of* cloths of the same price ? — I should 
think the English cloths at the same price were better in quality, 
and certainly better in colour. 

3679. How did the portion of the consignments sent to China 
answer in that market?— Not very well ; the cloths were suit- 
able enough, but the breadths were deficient, and the colours 
were badly selected. 

3080. Had you any English woollens under your charge ?— 

Frequently. 

3681. Do you conceive them better adapted to the market 
than the German woollens? — I think that the English cloth 
generally is a superior article at the same price. 

3682. Did you ever send any English woollens from Sinca- 
porc to Canton ? — I once sent some English woollens of the 
description termed long ells. 

3683. How did you send them? — I sent them under the 
American flag. 

3684. How did that consignment turn out? — Sales were 
made of them at better prices than I could have got at Sinca- 
pore. 

3685. Did it realize a fair profit or not?— Judging from the 
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16 Mar. 1830. invoice 1 had with them, ihere was no profit at fdl; the maniK 
— facturers usually send invoices at very advanced prices. 

8686. In what year was it yod sent the lEdgliBh woollens ?— • 
‘ * In 1824*. ' 

3687. Have you any means of knowing .whether t)iat conr 
signmcnt returned a profit to the original .exporter, or liot ? — 
The original exporter seemed satisfied with the sale I had 
made. 

3688. Did you invest any portion of the proceeds in teas on 
account of your German constituents? — I did in 1826; I 
think ! invested to* the amount of nearly £2,000 in teas. 

3689. Was this a barter transaction ?— I found it necessary 

to barter them for teas, otherwise 1 should have felt a difficulty 
in effecting a sale at all at that time. * •, . 

3690. At that particular time was the market glutted with 
goods ? — It was very much glutted at that particular tipie. . 

3691. Is it, however, the usual state of the Chinese market 
to be very much glutted with goods ? — I cannot give any infor- 
mation upon that subject. 

3692. With whom was this transaction conducted ?—> With 
one of the Hong merchants, Poonequa. 

3693. How was it managed ; was there a supercargo there, or 
an agent at Canton ? — I was at Canton myself, and employed 
an agent besides. 

3694. Have you ever consigned goods to an agent at Canton 
while you were resident at Siiicapore ? — The English woollens 
that 1 allude to were consigned to an agent at Canton, and 
these sent in 1828. 

3695. To whom were they consigned ? — They were con- 
signed in 1826 to a Spanish house, Messrs. Gusani and Co. ; 
one of the partners was an Englishman residing at Canton under 
the protection of the Spanish flag. They held the Spanish con- 
sulate. 

8696. What is his name ? — Mr. Matheson. 

3697. Is he there now? — He is. 

3698. Can you state the particulais of the assortment of te$ 
you made in 1826 for the Hamburgh market? — 200 chests of 
bohea, at 14 tales per pecul ; 500 J chests of congou, at 25 tales 
per pecul ; campoy, 50 4 chests, at 24 tales ; 50 ^ chests 
souchong, at 24 tales ; 50 1 chests souchong at 24 tales ; 50 
chests souchong, at 25 talcs ; 50 ^ chests of pecco, at 90 tales ; 
50 chests of pecco, at 90 tales ; 500 ^ chests of hyson-skin, 
at 24 tales; 100 J chests of hyson-skin, at 25 tales; young 
hyson, 50 J chests, at 40 tales; 25 ^ chests of young hyson, at 
40 tales ; hyson, 100 chests, at 60 tales ; 25 ^ chests, at 60 
tales ; 50 chests, at 60 tales ; 10 ^ chests imperial, at 54 
tales ; 10 ^ chests, at 54 tales ; 20 chests, at 54 tales ; 10 ^ 
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chests of gunpowder, at> 60 tales; 10|> chests, at 60 tales; 10 IG Mar. 1830. 

chests, at 60 tales. I wish to explain, with;‘eference to the ’ 

prices I have meutioned, that I have no means of referring to 
the invoice of the teas; and in stating these prices, 1 have 
stated the highest limit that 1 authorized to be given for the 
teas. I presume they were got under those limits ; and I rather 
think the quantity of each kind might have been different from 
what 1 have mentioned. 

S699. How many pounds of black tea are contained in a 
quarter-chest?— ‘A Dout sixty-seven pounds. 

3700. Do you happen to know* whether there is the same 
contained in those quarter-chests as would be contained in the 
quarter-chests imported by the East-India Company?— I have 
no access to know what the chests imported by the East-India 
Company contained. 

3701. Can you tell whether the quality of the teas afforded 
satisfaction to your employers? — I have every reason to think 
that the quality did afford satisfaction. The prices were con- 
sidered very high by a respectable house, to whom the better 
portion was sent ; but the quality was not complained of in any 
way. 

3702. Have you reason to think that the price was higher 
than the market price in China at the time? — Having taken 
them on barter for an article so unsaleable as the cloths were, 
at the time the prices were a shade higher, but probably not 
much. 

3703. Had there not been a fall in the price of teas in Europe 
at the time they arrived ? — There was a fall of 20 to 30 per 
cent, intermediately. 

3704. At what time did the fall take place? — My letter from 
Hamburgh, of the 30th of October 1826, advises a fall from 20 
to 30 per cent. 

3705. When did the ship arrive in Hamburgh ? — The ship 
left Sincapore the May following ; the teas came dow n in Ja- 
nuary 1827, and the ship arrived for them in May 1827. It 
arrived in the course of the season at Hamburgh. 

3706. Supposing that fall not to have taken place in the 
European market, do you conceive that the result of the invest- 
ment would have.been profitable, or otherwise ? — My attention 
was strongly called to teas by the house alluded to, from which 
I suppose they considered it a more advantageous remittance 
than any other. The assortment was according to what they 
advised unsuitable. 

3707. Ayhat was the name of the house ? — The house of Merk 
and Company, of Hamburgh. 

3708. Was the transaction, in point of fact, advantageous or 
otherwise ? — ^I am not aware whether there was any communi- 
cation made to me by that house as to the actual result. 
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16 Mar. 1B30. 3709. What commission vere you in the habit of charing 

Five per cent, on sales, two and a half pel* cent, on remittances 

Aft. J, A. Max- produce, one per cent, for nemittances in bills^ and one per 
• • cent, on trans-shipping merely. • ^ . 

2710. Does the commission vary much ?-^The rates I have 
stated were those fixed by a meeting of the merchant^ in Sinca- 
pore, and 1 believe them to be the rates in general use. . ' 

3711. From your observation at Canton, should youM}^ tMrt 
the English, and especially the English Factory, are* held In 
higher estimation than other foreigners by the Chinese govern- 
ment?— I think the Chinese government seem td throw the 
same discredit very much upon all foreigners. On this point I 
can, however, refer to what I consider an autheatictitoislation 
of two communications from the authorities nt Canton, addres- 
sed to the court of Pekin, about the time df' -the- Top^ae’s 
affair. 

3712. In what year was that?— It was about the year 1621. 
With regard to the Christian merchants, << I reasoned **with 
them,” said the governor, << and pointed out to them the great 
principles of justice and equity, and showed that it was right 
for them to do what 1 required of them ; but all in vain ; good 
principles and solemn truths had no effect upon them, and 1 
was compelled to interdict their trade to touch their gains. 
And no sooner was that done than they submitted. They are 
a mercenary gain-scheming set of adventurers, whom reason 
cannot rule ; the dread of not making money is that which alone 
influences them,” And again, << The English might at any 
time be brought to stoop if tea were refused ; but if they could 
get the tea in any other way, they would be careless about 
pleasing China, would indeed despise her, and do as their 
humours dictated. By Tea^Reins^ said the governor to the 
great Emperor, alluding to the management of a vicious horse, 
your majesty can control the English, therefore let us take 
care that they get no tea but what we choose to give them.” 

3713. How do you know that to be an authentic document? 
— It was published at the Anglo-Chinese College of Malacca, 
in 1823 ; and from the connection of Dr. Morrison with that 
establishment, 1 think that every thing connected with China, 
coming from the Anglo-Chinese College, has the weight of his 
authority. 

37 14. Do you conceive that the English Factory at Canton 
possess any other weight than that which results from the ex- 
tensive nature of their dealings ? — From any thing that has 
ever come under my knowledge 1 have no reason to think that 
they have. 

3715. Do you not conceive Uiat private merchants, carrying 
on the saine extent of business, would probably possess a similar 
degree of influence ?— -1 conceive that if the English trade to 
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Chiwhad^en carried on through private merchants^ in the IG Mar. 1830. 

way that it has been done by the Americans, the same conse- 

quences would probably follow ; that the advantages of the trade 

would become more generally diffused among the Chinese, and . 

that a numerous body of Hong merchants could present more 

formidable .obstacles, to the . encroachments of the government 

than one or two or three individuals, as at present. 

3716* Do you think that the American influence in China 
hai increased or ..declined within the last few years ? — 1 think 
It' has declined since the departure of Mr. Cushing from 
ehma." \ , 

3717- GaO^you state any advantages which were gained to 
the American trade under Mr. Cushing s management ? — The 
American ibrade e60a|>ed under Mr. Cushing’s management, or 
rather measuremenl^ to a great degree, the port-charges at 
* Chinas. AmeridaAlslilps coming in ballast were enabled to take 
cargoes of rice to Canton, and thereby gain exemption from the 
charges alluded to. 

8718:*'WasMr. Cushing held in great estimation in Canton ? 

—He was considered to have more influence with Howqua, the 
chief Hong merchant, than any other individual whatever. 

3719. Not excepting the members of the Select Committee? 

—Not excepting any one. 

3720. Do the Chinese admit cargoes of provisions without 
payment of duty ?— An edict was issued about the year 1824, 
a scarcity of rice being apprehended, authorizing ships bringing, 

I think, 4,200 peculs of rice to be exempted, without pay- 
ment of certain port-charges. The edict was afterwards modi- 
fied; and now, I believe, any vessel, without ' reference to 
size, bringing a full cargo, is admitted without paying these 
charges. 

3721. Do you know any other ships, except Americans, that 
have in this way escaped these charges in China ?— There was 
one case that came within my own personal knowledge, of a 
ship under the Dutch colonial flag : but many cases may exist 
in Java that have not been within my observation. 

3722. What was the name of that ship ? — The Sourabaya. 

3723. Do they escape the charges on departure, as well as 
those on entering ? — There are no port-charges on departure ; 
they escape entirely what is usually called the measurement 
charges. 

3724. Do they escape the cumshaw ? — I do not think they 
do altogether; they escape perhaps only that portion which 
goes to the government, merely, of every charge. 

3725. Are there frequent instances of bankruptcies among 

3f 
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16 Mar. 1830. the Hong merchants in China? — Two ha^ oct^red within the 
time tliat I have been in India. , . • 

JIfr. J. j 1. Max~ . 

mil. 3726. Do you know the namea of^thcm? — The last was Man- 
hop, in 1828, for about a millioffand a half of dollars ; the name- 
of the other was Konsequa. 

3727. Do you know what was the result of that failure ?— 
The Co-liong, that is the body of the Hong merchants, are on 
those occasion considered responsible for the debts of the person 
failing; and in the case of Manhop they came, with great: diffi- 
culty, into an arrangement to pay his debts, without interest, in 
five years ; but in Konsequa’s case it was, 1 believe, eight or 
nine years, without interest. 

3728. Were the debts paid in those cases ? — They were in 
the course of liquidation. Manhop's only took place in 1828. 

3729. Is it the general expectation that his debts will be paid ? 
—I believe it is. 

3730. Do you know whether Manhop or Konseqpa were 
cither of them indebted to the Company?—! could not under- 
stand that Manhop was; he was indebted to some of the super- 
cargoes, I believe, but not to the Company. 

3731. Was Konsequa indebted to the Company ?— I have no 
knowledge of the particulars of Konsequa s affairs. 

3732. Do you know any thing of the mode in which petitions 
are presented to the Chinese authorities at Canton ? — It is a 
great object to assemble as great a force as possible on these 
occasions, and to proceed with as much secrecy and despatch, as 
to escape the observation, if possible, of the persons stationed 
at the gate ; and when they gain possession of the gate, they 
endeavour to maintain themselves there till a Mandarin appears, 
for the purpose of receiving the petition. It is generally a scuffle 
at the gate. 

3733. Do you know any instance of such a petition being pre- 
sented while you were residing at Canton ?— There was a peti- 
tion presented at the gate in October 1828, by the super- 
cargoes of the East- India Company. 

3734. Do you happen to know whom they were headed by ? 
— I think the deputation was headed by Mr. Davis of the Com- 
pany’s Factory, accompanied by the commodore, and some of 
the commanders and officers and seamen of the fleet. 

3735. What was the object of that petition ? — Tlie inferior 
Mandarins, 1 believe, at Macao, had interfered with the convey- 
ance of letters, and with the landing of passengers’ luggage at 
Macao ; the object was to obtain redress for those grievances. 

3736. Did they obtain redress ? — Immediately. 

3737. Do you know any thing of the duties levied at Canton 
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on exp6rtyan(J*ftaptMt8 A table of duties was published by 16 Mar. 1830. 
the Aiiglo-ChTnese college at Malacca in the year 1823, the j^Mqx- 
. only table that I have ever seen. . 

3738. Po they include the cpnsoo charges ? — They do. 

’ 3739. Do you know whether there is much smuggling in 
•fhina ? 7 -KThe opium trade is altogether a smuggling trade. 

' 3740. How many ships have you ever seen conducting the 
opium trade together ? ^When 1 passed Lintin there were four- 
teen ships lying there, and 1 should think ten of them were 
opium ships. 

8741. Of whdt country were they ?— One, American and one 
Portuguese, and 1 think the rest were country ships. , 

'3742. Is the opium taken to China chiefly Indian opium ? — 

Almost altogether Indian opium. 

3743. Does it come from the Company's territories ? — It is 
grown altogether on the Company's territories, excepting what 
comes from the Portuguese territories. 

3744. Do you know whether it is packed in chests bearing 
their mark ^ — Always, as far as my recollection goes : I have 
often opened chests, and I never found their mark wanting. 

3745. Have not the Chinese government found it impossible 
to put this trade down Quite impossible ; they have issued 
repeated edicts against it, but to no eHect. 

3746. To what circumstance do you attribute the rapid in- 
crease in the consumption of opium in China? — To the greater 
facility that is afforded at Lintin by the ships lying there, to 
what there was formerly, when tlie ships Jay at Macao or at 
Whampoa. 

3747. Do you know whether there is mucli smuggling in 
China in the articles of export ? — As far as my own experience 
went, I found the parties wdio were not Hong merchants 
ready to make a bargain cither way ; that is, to deliver the 
nrtide as a smuggled article at Lintin, or in the usual way at 
Wiiumpoa. 

3748. Have not they some term by which they distinguish the 
illicit trade? — They usually call it the Smii^-pigcon, 

3749. Were you at Canton when the Hong-merchants 
interdicted the .shopmen from conducting the business? — 

It occurred sonic time previous to my last visit to Canton in 

1828 . 

3750. Was it generally considered that the Company’s Fac- 
tory had instigated the Hong merchants to do that ? — That was 
the general impression. 

.3751. What was the effect upon the trade? — At first the 
effect was to interdict all dealings with the shopmen. 
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16 Mar. 1830 . 3752. Did that state of things last long? — When I arrived 

there its effects were visible ; but before 1 left China they had 

Afr.J, Jfe- almost entirely disappeared. . 

3753. What interval elapsed between your arrival and your* 
departure ?— Three months. 

3754. Who were the principal sufferers by thisP—The Ame- 
ricans : they conducted the greater part of their business' with 
the Hong merchants. 

3755. Did they make their remonstrances to the Vicerov ? — 
They made two remonstrances, and had a reply to one of them ; 
but I believe it was addressed to the Hoppo. 

375G. Have you any copy of them ? — I have. 

3757. Will you state the date of the first remonstrancey 
and by whom it was inade ? — The date of the first is omitted ; it 
professes to be signed by N. Talbot, consul or agent for the 
United States of America, T. W. Oliphant, N. Dunn, J. R. 
Latimer, J. H. Blight, Ac. &c. 

3758. How many Hong merchants are there who transact 
business ? — There are only three, or, at the utmost, four in esta- 
blished credit. 

3759. Do you consider them possessed of sufficient capital for 
carrying on the whole foreign commerce at Canton ?— Certainly 
not. 

3760. Have you heard any estimate of the value of the whole 
export and import trade at Canton ? — I have heard the Eu- 
ro])ean and American trade estimated at 60,000,000 of dollars. 

8761. What proportion of this trade is considered to be carried 
• on by the £ast*lndia Company ? — About one-fourth. 

3762. Is the invoice value of the trade of the East-India 
Company in Great Britain and China larger than that of the 
Americans? — Those circumstances have never come within my 
knowledge, except upon reference to Parliamentary documents, 
and according to those 1 made up a statement from the year 
1821 to 1827 inclusive. The result of that statement is, that 
the American trade for these six years exceeds that of the Com- 
pany by £’382,812 sterling. 

3763. Do you speak of the imports or the exports? — Tire 
imports and exports together. 

3764. Will you have the goodness to deliver in the statement 
you have made out ? — 


\21ie wit ness delivered in the sam?^ tvhich was read as Jbllows:^ 
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ACCOUNT of the l^de (Total Import and Eiport) of the Americans and 16 Mar. 1630. 
of the East-lndia Company with China for the six years ending 1826-7.* 

‘ Mr. J- A» Max- 

American Trade. East India Company’s Trade. well. 


1821-2 

£3,306,004 

1821-2 

£2,678,422 

1 822.3' 

.3j436,960 

1822-3 

2,630 002 

182;m 

a',5y7,893 

1823-4 


1 821:5 

: ....• 3,783,686 

1824-5 


1825-6 

3,576,862 

1H25-6 


1826-7 

1,778,31)3 

1826-7 



'^18,479,698 

• 

£16,182,826 

Areroge 

£ 3,079,949 

Average 

DiOerciice 

.• 2,697,137 
. 382,812 

£3,079,949 


* ATo/c.— I*apers relating to the trade with India and China, printed 
4th June 1820; Nos. 20 and 25. 


3765. Have you found any difficulty in carrying on your 
commercial intercourse with the Chinese at Canton ? — I have 
never been any where where business is so easily done as at 
Canton, on the same scale. 

3766. What is the language generally employed there in con- 
ducting business? — A broken kind of Englisli, a mixture of 
English and Portuguese, is in general use, and is now so well 
established that there are schools for teaching it. 

3767. Where are the schools? — In the neighbourhood, 1 
should suppose, of the shopmen. 1 have heard boys of twelve 
years of age speak it. 

3768. Did you ever know an English private ship with an 
entire European crew go to Canton ?— I have known several 
private traders with European crews. I went myself up to 
Canton in 1826 in one of them, the Exmouth; and 1 knew 
another, the Sarah ; she loaded at Macao in 1828, before I left, 
with a cargo on account of the Company’s commanders at 
Macao. 

3769. What were those crews ?— Europeans, in both in- 
stances ; and I heard of many others. 

3770. Were they a mixed crew of Europeans or entirely 
English ? — I should think the greater proportion of the crew 
that I went up with was English : I believe the whole were 
English. 

3771. Did you ever hear of any difficulty at Canton on ac- 
count of the vessels that traded there with Englisli crews ? — 
Never. 

3772. Under whdt permission did those ships go to Canton r 
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16 Mar. 1830- —In the case of the Exmouthi she Webt by permission from the 
j^r Bombay government. In Ihe case of thp Sarah, I think it was 
by permission of the Bombay govemirient also. The Exmoutli 
carried a cargo of cotton from Bombay to Canton. 

S773. Have you ever known of any country ships proceeding 
to Chinese ports, north of Canton, and trading with the natives ? 
— I have heard of several of those adventures. 

3774. Can you state what the cargoes were that^ they .took? 
—The cargoes generally consisted of opium, aimost"alU^ether; 
in some cases they took a little saltpetre, I believe. 

3775. Did they find any difficulty in effecting' sales with the 
natives ?-^I understood that they always effected sales ; I did 
not hear that there were any extraordinary difficulties. 

3776. What were the ports they went to ? — Many of the ports 
have escaped my recollection, but I recollect the port of Ching- 
choo and Chusen, and the island of Formosa. 

3777. Do you know where those ports arc situated ?— Ching- 
choo is in the province of Fokien. 

3778. What reception did you understand the natives gave 
to those adventures ? — I believe they gave a good reception. A 
Spanish gentleman, who was a supercargo in one of the expedi- 
tions, told me that he landed on Formosa and walked several 
miles. I recollect his mentioning particularly that he observed 
the remains of European houses there, which he considered to 
have been the remains of those that were occupied by the for- 
mer Dutch factory at Formosa. 

3779. Do you know how long it is since that factory was re- 
moved ? — I should think more than one hundred years. 

3780. Did you understand that the sales which were effected 
at the northern ports were at a conbidcrablc advance above the 
Canton prices ? — 1 could not underbtand that there was any 
great advance. I heard the parties mention that they found the 
Chinese dealers there in posscsbion of regular current-prices 
from Canton, stating the stock on hand of opium, and other 
circuiiibtances connected with the inaiket. 

3781. Do you remember an instance of the Merope making 
an adventure of that nature? — The Merope leturned from one 
of those adventures a few days before my ai rival in China: 1 
boarded her at Lintin as 1 was passing. 

S78*i. Had she disposed of all her cargo? — 1 understood of 
the whole of it. 

3783. Do you know what was received in exchange for her 
commodities? — 1 believe silver. 

3781. No tea ? — I never heard of any tea. 

3785. You have mentioned piicc-eurrcnts being found in the 
noithein jioitb of China, do }ou mean that the Chinc^'C them- 
selves had pi ice-cui rents, or only Eui opt an piice-cuiients? — 
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The dbinese tliemselves bs^^nce-cuirents; regular statements 16 Mar. 1830 . 
of die markets. „ . v ‘ * 

3786. Does that epnsist with your knowledge respecting the 
Chinese in other countries P^jliavc found the Chinese in the 
Straits of Malacca always well-informed of the state of the 
liiarkets. in Canton. 

8787. Would there he any serious injury sustained by the 
government officers at Canton by the interruption of the trade at 
that port ?~The government appointments at Canton are under- 
stood to tie ihore valuable than any other appointments under 
the Chinese government, in consequence of the foreign trade. 

3788. How many British subjects are there residing in Cliina, 
independent of the Company’s factory ?— Natives of Britain, 
about thirty. 

3789. What are the usual rates of commission charged by 
British houses of agency at Canton? — Three per cent, on sales, 
two and a half on returns in produce, one per cent, on returns in 
bills; but these points are usually matter of arrangement 
between parties. 

3790. ‘Were there any Chinese residing at Sincapore when 
you were there?— A great many ; tlic largest proportion of the 
population are Chinese. 

379 J. What impression has the Clilqcsc character made on 
you ?— That they are a very shrewd, intelligent, and enterprizing 
people, more alive to the value of character than any other 
Asiatics that I have ever met with. 

3792. Do you consider them to be a commercial people ? — 

Highly commercial ; their commercial propensities arc stronger 
than those of any other people. 

3793. Is there much intercourse between Sincapore and China 
in Chinese junks ?— A very considerable intercourse ; about 
eight junks annually. 

3794. Do you know the size of the largest of the junks? — It 
is very difficult to estimate them by European tonnage ; they are 
very unwieldy looking vessels. I should think the largest of 
them is about 800 tons that I have seen at Sincapore, and the 
smallest about 500. 

3795. From what ports of China do they come ? — The largest, 
but the least valuable, come from Canton ; the smaller ones (the 
green-headed junks, as they are termed, from the green paint on 
their bows) are from Fokien. 

3796. Do you know the nature of the cargoes they generally 
bring? — Tlie cargoes are generally intended for the Chinese 
colonists in the Archipelago. The Canton junks generally bring 
a large quantity of coarse earthenware, some raw silk, nankeens, 
tobacco, sacrificial paper, and various articles for the use of the 
Chinese colonists. -The Fokien junks bring almost the same 
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16 Mar. 1830. articles, with the addition of camphor, sugar-candy, and a larger 
quantity of silk and nankeens; 

3797. Do they import any tea .to Sincapore ?— -They every" 
year bring teas for the use of the Chinese colonists. ‘ . 

3798. Is not that a tea of an inferior description ? — ^It isnot 
perhaps a superior tea, but it is not inferior to what the general 
class of Chinese colonists use. 

3799. How do you designate it? — It is blade tea^ but I do 
not know the particular denomination. . 

3800. Have you known any quantity of tea brought down to 
Sincapore for other use beside, that of the Chinese ?— One season 
there were about 5*000 boxes brought down.: . 

3801. Supposing the trade in tea to be thrown open, do you 
conceive tliat tea might be imported into Sincapore of a quality 
fit for the European n^arket, and in sufficient quantity ?— 1 have 
no ground for speaking positively on that subject ; but several 
of the Chinese there have frequently offered to contract with me 
for the supply of black teas from Fokien. 

3803. Can you state with respect to green teas? — They 
would come direct from Canton, and it would be more difficult 
to get them, 1 should think. 

3803. Are you aware whether the green teas are also grown 
in the maritime province ? — I rather think they are not grown 
in a maritime province. 

3804. On what terms did they offer to supply them ?— The 
thing never got to that length, for I could not have made use of 
the teas if 1 had got them, 

3805. Do you consider that they will deliver them at Sinca- 
pore upon somewhat the same terms on which they are now sent 
to Canton ?— They stated with great confidence that they could 
deliver them at Sincapore on such terms as would make it an 
object for Europeans to purchase them. 

3806. How did they suggest that this object could be accom- 
plished ? — They suggested to me to obtain at Canton chops of 
the different descriptions of teas that were supplied (by chops, I 
mean the Chinese name in Chinese characters) ; they proposed 
to send those chops up to Fukien, and to secure a supply of tea 
by the return of the junks. 

3807. Have you ever heard that there is an imperial edict 
against tlie exportation of teas sea-wise ? — am aware that such 
an edict exists. 

3808. Do you think that would prevent such an intercourse 
taking place ? — No ; 1 think they would disregard it, as they do 
other edicts. 

3809. Are they in tlie habit of disregarding all edicts, the 
object of which is to stop foreign trade ?— I never heard a Chi- 
nese quote an edict as an obstacle to th^ purposes he had in 
view. 
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d810. Have you ever heard of tea iniported direct from China 16 Mar. 1830. 
into.Cochin China, or Siam ?— I believe part of the lot I have j~a Ma 
alluded to of 5,000 boxes was imported into Sincapore from 
; Sygoon in Cochin China. 

3811. la there much intercourse between Sincapore and the 
kingdoms of Siam and Cochin China ? — There is a great deal of 
intercoursaj .particularly with Siam. 

3812. What quanti^ of vacant European tonnage do you 
think returns annuiJly from China to Sincapore ?-— About 12,000 
tons ; ships from the Presidencies that carry^ cotton or other 
cargoes to China, and coming back in ballast. 

3813. Do many vessels resort to Sincapore and Batavia from 
New South Wales ? — A great many. The last five years I was 
in India there was about an average of at least 3,000 tons to 
India from New South Wales. 

3814. What information have you lately received from Sinca- 

S Te as to the rates of freight ? — The latest quotations from 
ncapore were for tin, as dead weight, 25.s. a ton ; sugar, £3 a 
ton ; coffee, £3. IO 5 . ; measurement goods, £4 per ton. 

3815. In what degree would the expense of transmitting 
merchandize to and from Canton become increased if trans- 
shipment at Sincapore were had recourse to ? — As compared 
with the present freights, I should think the expense would be 
diminished greatly. 

3816. Do you consider Sincapore a convenient entrepot for 
European ana Chinese merchandize ? — Highly convenient ; the 
most convenient station in the Archipelago. 

3817. Should you anticipate great commercial benefit to this 
country, upon the whole, from the removal of the Company’s 
monopoly in China ? — Certainly. 

3818. Have the Chinese any manufactories at Sincapore at 
the present time ? — They have manufactories of pearl, sago, and 
of gambler. 

• 3819. Does it consist with your knowledge that they have 

sent for steam-engines and machinery from England to carry on 
those manufactories at Sincapore ? — It consists with my know- 
ledge, that one Chinese wished to have a steam-engine of three 
' or four-horse power, and that he authorized a house at Sinca- 
pore to procure that steam-engine for him, if it could be got at 
a certain expense. 

3820. Has it arrived ? — Not when I left Sincapore. 

3821. Arc you aware that Prussian blue was an article of very 
considerable import into China ?--l understood it was. 

3822. Is it so now ? — I believe not, in consequence of a Chi- 
nese that had acquired a knowledge of the process in Europe 
having settled himself at Canton, where he manufactures it now. 

3 c; 
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1C Man 1830. It did not come within my own personal observation^ but I heard 
Mt M X generally talked of at Canton. ... 

.wW/. * 3823. Do you consider the East-India. Company's Factory in." 

V China indispensably necessary to the mamtenance of the Briti^ 

commercial intercourse with that boUhtiy ?^I have neverheard 
it considered so, and I do not consider it so.’ ‘ ' * 

3824«. Do you consider it conducive to the fkcility.of trade 
generally? — There being only a particular trade carried on 
through the Factory, 1 cannot state that it is conducive to the 
general trade of the country : the general trade has had no ac- 
cess to China. 

3825. Are the Committee to understand that, in your opinion, 
tlie Company’s Factory at Canton is of no advantage to any other 
trading community but the East-lndia Company ?—l think that 
the Company’s Factory, from the magnitude of their operations, 
have great influence with the Hong merchants ; and that, when- 
ever they may choose to exercise that influence in favour. of any 
particular interest or other, to that extent it will be beneficial 
to that particular interest. 

S826. Are you aware that there was no factory at Cahton 
before 1758? — I have understood so. 


Jovis^ 18® die Martii^ 1830. 

Captain WILLIAM LANGLEY POPE called in, and 
examined. 

18 Mar. 1H30. 3827. Ake you engaged in the sea-service? — I am. 

: 3828. Did you make any voyage in the year 1826, and in 

/r. i!.^ JW. what ship? — I left England in 1826 in the Boyne; I went to 
New South Wales, and from thence to China. 

3829. What was the tonnage of your vessel ? — She was 620 
tons register, or thereabouts. 

3830. By whom were you chartered on these two voyages ? 
— I was chartered out by tlie Govenunent. and home by the 
East-India Company. 

3831. Did you make that voyage and reach Canton ?— I left 
England, to the best of my recollection, in May, and went to 
Cork. I left Cork in June 1826, and I returned in September 
1827 to London. 

3832. Did you take any cargo from New South Wales to 
Canton ?— None, except the cargo that I took from England, 
which was some iron and flints. ’Phat 1 took on with me. 

3833. Did you dispose of the iron and flints at Canton, and 
at what rate of profit? — I sold tlie iron at 125 per cent, profit. 
The flints were bought here for £30 for "fifty tons, and sold there 
for upwards of 900 Spanish dollars, or nearly £225 sterling. 
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; .3834. Will you jBtate the amount of that in sterling money ? 
—According to the exchange the dollar was then 5s,y therefore 
• .it .woidd be a quarter, 

.3835. .What would have bee^ the freight of the iron and flints ? 
—I am not aware what it would be to Canton, but it would be 
to’ any part of India from tWo to three pounds per ton. 

3836. -. JIqw many tons of iron had you? — I think about 
twenty. . • . , 

3837. ’What cargo did you take on board at Canton for 
Europe ? — I loaded with teas for Europe. 

3838. How long did you remain at Canton?— The sjiip was 
three weeks at Whampoa, that is the place where they usually 
load, but I was altogether in China five weeks. 

. 3839. What length of time were you in completing your com- 
mercial arrangements at Canton, in selling what you had to sell, 
and purchasing what you wished to buy ? — Three weeks. 

3840. Could you have completed those transactions in a 
shorter time ? — 1 think it could have been done in a fortnight. 

3841. Were the port-charges upon the ship Boyne paid by 
you ?— The port-charges were paid by the East-India Company. 

3842. Can you state what thqse port-charges were, or had 
you any means of ascertaining what they were upon ships of a 
similar tonnage ?— Yes ; on the ship Lady East, of 651 tons. I 
have an extract from her accounts, and the whole, including 
pilotage, is 5,202 Spanish dollars. 

3843. Can you state the details of that account ? — I can. 
The cumshaw and measurement, 4,436 dollars 80 cents ; lin- 
guist and compradore, 477 dollars ; commission on the above 
sums, 122 dollars 4 cents. Paid by ship — Pilotage, bar-boats, 
and outside pilot, 167 dollars ; making together 5,202 dollars 
and 84 cents. But the 167 dollars were paid by the owners of 
the ship ; the Company do not pay the pilotage. 

3844. You have stated that you took tea on board at Canton, 
was that tea entirely on the Company's account, or any part of 
your own ?— There were twelve ions of my own teas. 

3845. riow much of the Company’s? — According to their 
regulation there were 596 tons ; that is, according to their way 
of calculating tonm^ge, from 800 to 1,000 pounds weight, which, 
when put into cases, will measure 72 cubical feet. According 
to that the Boyne had on board, with my tonnage, altogether 
875 tons of 50 cubical feet to the ton, which is the customary 
measurement. 

3846. How did you buy the tea which you purchased on your 
own account ? — I bought it through an agent. 

3847. Are you aware whether it was purchased by that agent 
from the Ilong nierclfants, or from the outside merchants ?— 
From a Hong merchant, I believe. 
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3648. Was the quality of your tea good ?— 1 believe it- to be 
as good as any'on board the ship. 

3849. Had you ever been before in China P—P never had;' . 

3850. Did you find any difficulty in carrying on your com- 
mercial transactions there? — Not the slightest whatever. . • 

3851. Had any of your officers or crew been there before ? 
— None of the officers had ; perhaps some of the men may have 
been there before, but it is unknown to me. 

3852. As to the comparison with a voyage to Bengal or Bom- 
bay, did you find more or* less difficulty in Canton in making 
your arrangements than you would in other places ? — 1 found 
greater facility in transacting business at Canton than I had in 
any part of India, and I have been to all the Presidencies in 
India. 

3853. Had you any intercourse with the merchants at Canton 
that would give you information with respect to the result of 
opening the trade ? — 1 had not much communication with the 
merchants, any more than merely in selling the little I had on 
the ship’s account ; but they were excessively anxious to know 
if I had any goods on board for sale. 

3854. Were you able to ascertain whether you could have 
disposed of them at a profit, if you had had such goods on 
board ? — I was told that 1 could dispose of British manuffic- 
tured goods, at that time, at a great profit. 

3855. Had you any guns on board ; and what was the num- 
ber of your crew ? — I had four guns ; and the crew were forty- 
nine, including myself and officers. 

3856. Had you any difficulty in maintaining discipline amongst 
those persons, or any complaints made against them, whilst you 
were in the river at Canton ? — I had no difficulty whatever. 
Part of the crew landed twice on Dean’s Island, which they are 
allowed to do, according to the Company’s regulations ; they 
returned very orderly, and were very obedient. 

3857. What was the reason you had so large a crew as forty- 
nine persons ? — According to the regulations of the charter- 
party. 

3858. Were those regulations in consequence of the Boyne 
having been used as a convict ship ? — To the best of my recol- 
lection, forty-seven men were the number required by the 
Transport Board ; but forty-nine were required by the Company. 

3859. What number would you have considered necessary 
for the purposes of the management of your ship for ordinary 
commercial purposes, if you had not been bound by the charter- 
party ? — I have since been to India in the same ship as a free 
trader, and tlie whole of the crew, I think, were in number forty- 
five ; but then there were four servants fo attend on passengers, 
and an extra cook, and a butcher and poulterer, which we had 
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CajJt., 

W, L, Pope, 


not on the former voyage, .which bjelng deducted reduced the is Mar. 1830. 
number of effective men to about thirty-five; and I found them 
quite sufficient. 

... 3860. If you had been sailing in the Boyne for purposes 
purely of a commercial character from England to Canton, 
without passengers, what crew would 3 'ou have felt sufficient 
for the due security and navigation of the vessels ? — I should 
say forty would be quite a sufficient number for that vessel. 

3861. In loading your vessel at Canton, did you make use of 
Chinese or of your own hands ?— rMy own people received and 
stowed the cargo ; 1 had not a Chinese on board. 


3862. Are ^ou aware what is the usage with respect to the 
Company’s ships ? — I believe it to be usual with them to em- 
ploy Chinese for the purpose of stowing their cargoes ; but my 
men were so orderly that I had no occasion to employ any. 

3863. What did your crew consist of? — Europeans. 

3864. Of what nations ? — Probably I might have had some of 
all nations. 


3865. Was the bulk of the crew Englishmen? — Yes. There 
might have been four or five foreigners, but they had been 
many years in English vessels. . 

3866. Can you state what was the damage the owners had 
to pay to the Company for tea spoiled ? — There was some slight 
damage, to the amount of about £ 200 ; but that was in con- 
sequence of improper ballast, and 1 had to come round the Cape 
of Good Hope in the dead of winter : T was a month off the 
Cape in hard gales. 

3867. Are you aware what tlic proportion of damage in the 
Company's large ships is?— I have not any idea; but 1 have 
heard that some of them damage a great deal. 

3868. Do you think the class of ship you commanded calcu- 
lated to bring the tea in as good order as the large ships em- 
ployed by the Company?— I do. 

3869. Do you say that from your own knowledge, as a sea- 
man ? — I do. 

3870. Are you aware what proportion of tea-cargo you carried, 
comparing the registered tonnage of yoxa ship with the regis- 
tered tonnage of the large ships ? — Yes ; the large ships, some 
of them take a few tons less than their tonnage, some take a few 
more. My ship took a few tons less than her tonnage ; but there 
were several other small ships that were chartered in the same 
year that took a considerable quantity more than their tonnage. 

3871. Do you mean to say, that a 1 , 200 -ton ship of the 
Company does not carry more in proportion to her tonnage than 
your ship of 600 tons ? — She docs not. 1 am satisfied that we 
carry in proportion equal to any 1200 - ton ship. 
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3872. Do you think that two 600-ton ships 'would bring 
home as much tea as one of the Comply ’s l^OO-lpn ships ?— 
Yes. 

3873. Would they bring more? — About the same quantity* 

3874. Would they bring it in as good condition as the larger 
ships ? — They would, leaving Canton at the season at which 
they do, which is a favourable time to come round the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

3875. What freight were you chartered for? — £10. is^. for 
the cargo home. 

3876. Do you know what was the rate of freight paid on the 
Company’s regular ships from Canton to England for tea the 
season you were there? — I behove from £18 to £24. 

3877. Do you mean that the oiRcers’ tonnage was sold at that 
rate ? — Perhaps more ; but the owners of those ships at that 
time were receiving the lowest, I believe, £18, and the highest 
£24. 

3878. The question refers solely to the freight home from 
China in the officers* privilege ? — The officers got £35 to £40 a 
ton from private individuals. 

3879. Do you know of any getting that rate at that season ? 
—I heard of several; and I believe some got as much as 
£38. 

3880. You have stated that the freight of the tonnage paid 
for your ship from Canton to England was £10. 18^.; what was 
paid to the sliipper by the Transport Board for a voyage from 
London to New South Wales ? — £5. 9^, Qd, 

3881. And you stated that you took on from New South 
Wales to Canton twenty tons of iron and fifty tons of flints ? — 
Yes. 

3882. Was any cargo put on board at New South Wales and 
carried on to Canton ? — None. 

3883. At what rate of freight did you estimate those seventy 
tons? — 1 never made a calculation, as we wero permitted by the 
Transport Board to put it in as d^ad v.iMght, and it was also 
permitted by the East-India Company. 

3884. You admit that that was an advantage to the ship ? — 
It was; the Chinese will not allow a ship to enter their port 
unless she brings something in the shape of cargo. 

3885. When you stated that the freight paid by the Company 
is irom .£18 to £24, are you not aware that this is for a voyage 
out and home circuitous? — Quite aware. 

3886. From the experience you have had in stowing cargoes 
in different parts of the world, will you slate wdictlier there is 
any particular ai t, or any greater difficulty in stowing a tea- 
cargo than an> other cargo fiom any other port where you have 
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been ? — I believe a te^eargo to be .the easiest cargo there is to 18 Mar. 1830. 

stow, because the cbemlate square. • 

. 3887. Have you ever been on board the Company’s ships LTrope^ 
while stowing |;ea ?— 1 have.-* 

3888. Do you not use the same mode of setting up the chests, 
by screws, as they do on board the Company’s ships ? — Wlien 
it is necessary. 

3889. Then you do not consider any peculiar art required in. 
the stowage of tea, mdre than that of a general cargo ? — 1 do 
not ; for my teas were stowed by an officer who never stowed a 
ten cargo before, and it was approved of here by the Company’s 
surveyors afier my arrival in England. 

3890. Would you not consider that a tea-cargo could be 
stowed more easily than a general cargo, of different kinds of 
goods, which required placing according to the nature and 
quality of the article ? — 1 believe it to be much easier than a 
general cargo. 

3891. Do you know what profit you made upon the tea ? — I 
think it paid about £35 a ton profit. 

3892. Are you aware of the quality of the Company’s tea 
which was imported on board your ship ? — I believe it to be 
good ; but I am not aware. Th&re were different sorts of tea ; 
there were boheas, twankays, hyson, and souchong. 

3893. Are you aware of the quality of the tea laden on board 
your ship, belonging to the Company ? — 1 am not, as I before 
stated. 

3894. How then can you assert that your own is as good as 
that belonging to the Company? — Because I ’do not believe 
there can be better tea got in China than what 1 had. 

3895. You stated that the Company’s officers are employed 
to lay the cargo on board the ships ; are you sure of that fact ? 

— I am quite sure of it. 

3896. You stated that you met with great facilities in the 
lading and unlading of your ship in China ; arc you not aware 
that that was in consequence of yours being a Company’s ship, 
under the orders of the supercargoes ? — I am ; but I saw several 
ships there that were country ships, and ships that were not 
employed by the Company, that were despatched, and met 
with the same fatility that 1 did. 

3897. Arc you of opinion that no advantjige attached to the 
circumstance of your having been in the employment of the 
Company at that time ? — 1 do not think there was, so far as 
regards the despatching of the ship. If there had been an 
agent there to procure the cargo and have it ready, she would 
have been despatched as soon as she was by the East-India 
Company’s supercargoes. 

3898. Arc the Committee to understand that the Company’s 
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18 Mar. 1830. regulations induced you to navigate tlie fipyne witl^oirB^burth of 
the crew more than you would have had l^ou had consulted your 
w interest ? — I should have said forty was quite enough for 

. . ojfe. j obliged to have forty-nine. 

3899. If you had had double the quantity of iron, and double 
the quantity of flint, do you think you could have sold them 
readily at equal profit? — could; they were anxious to have . 
more, and would have bought more if 1 had bad it. 

3900. Is it your opinion that the trade in flint and injron could 
be materially extended ? — There was a demand at, that time for 
those articles. 

3901. Arc you able to state whether the port-chai^es at 
Canton fall more severely upon a small ship than upon a large 
one?— The smaller the ship is the less they are. The ship that 
Iknow the charges of was 05 1 tons, and she was considered a 
flrst-class ship. I do not know what a second-class^ ship would 
have had to pay, but there would have been a considerable 
difference. 

3902. Do you know how many classes of ships the Chinese 
make in charging the measurement?—! believe there are three 
classes. 

390'1. Can you state the number of tons forming a first class? 
—I cannot. 

3904*. Supposing a ship was to leave England at tl\e pit^r 
season of the year, what time do you think would be required 
to make an average voyage from England to Canton and back ? 
^It could be done very well in nine months. 

3905. What time do the Company’s ships require to make 
the same voyage? — They generally go to India first. The 
direct ships, 1 believe, make their voyage in about twelve 
months out and home; those that go by India, I think, about 
fourteen months. 

3906. Do not the Company’s ships lie very long in the port 
of Canton? — Some of them, I believe, lie there a consideiablc 
time, perhaps three or four months. 

3907. Do you consider that they lie, generally speaking, 
longer than private ships would lie, carrying on the same trade ? 
— Private ships would leave at all seasons, but the Company’s 
ships are obliged to wait for the change of the monsoon. 

3908. Can ’you give the Committee any account of the 
average duration of the voyage of a Company’s ship and of a 
private ship, taking that circumstance into consideration ?— 1 
cannot ; there are few private ships that go direct. 

3909. You have stated that the voyage you made was a 
circuitous voyage ? — It was. 

3910. W^as it as circuitous a voyage as the Company’s ships 
make when they go from England to India, and from thence to 
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China ?^I| wi^ more so. 1 went ihe^ eastern passage to Cliina, 
through the Pacific : 1 was as far as *177 degrees of east lon- 
gitude. 

3911. What would have been your freight direct to Canton 
for a cargo and back, if you had been chartered out ?— I think 
there* were ships which went that same year out and back for 
£13. 

8912. What length of time were you in making this voyage ? 
«p-l Was AbcAxt sixteen months on the voyage. 

8913. If you had made a voyage direct lo Pan ton might you 
have completed ijt in nine or ten months?— It could be .made in 
that time. 

8914. You have stated that the freight of the Company’s 
ships was from £18 to £24 per ton on the circuitous voyage, do 
you ki^ow what was the freight of the Company's direct ships 
ta Canton ?-i*11iey are built expressly for the Company, and 
taken up at so much per ton. It is optional with the Company 
either to send them a double voyage or a direct voyage, there- 
fore they got the same for going a direct voyage as they would 
for going a double voyage. 

8916. Were you on board of your ship when the tea came 
alongside in the Canton river ? — 1 was. 

8916. What quantity did the boats bring down at a time?— 
About 700 or 800 chests at one time. 

8917. Were you able to take them all in one day?— I was 
able to take in three chops in one day. 

3918. Were you able, in a ship of that size', to* stow all that 
was sent down to you in each day within the twenty-four 
hours ? — Yes ; I stowed three chops one day, but two on an 
average. 

3919. That being 1,400 or 1,500 chests? — About that. 

3920. Were you able to stow them finally as you took them 
in ?— We were. 

3921. And you found no inconvenience in having that 
quantity brought alongside in one day ?— Not the slightest. 

3922. Do you consider that the Company's large ships have 
any advantage over a 500 or 600- ton ship, in being able to stow 
them faster than you can? — They would certainly be able to 
stow more in a day than we could do. 

3923. If the quantity was limited to 600 or 800 chests per 
day, do you think they then would have any advantage over 
you ? — No, I do not. 

3924. Are you now commanding a vessel? — I am in the 
command of the Lady Macnaghten. 

3925. For how milch would you tender your ship to go lo 
Canton, direct, choosing your own time of sailing, to bring home 
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a cargo of tea, and reckoning a ton of tea at fifty cubical feet? 
—The Lady l^acnaghten does not belong to myself ; but I am 
building a ship, which will be ready next year, and I should be 
very glad to get the ship engaged by the East-India Company 
to go to China annually, at £9 per ton, out and home, calculat- 
ing the tonnage at fifty cubical feet. 

3926. What sized ship will your ship be ?— About 600 tons. 

3927. Do you contemplate making the payment of the cum- 
shaw and the measurement, and those other duties whicl^ou 
stated to have been paid on the Lady East ?— Not in the £9. 

3928. Do you contemplate to pay the pilotage, and port- 
charges of that nature ? — I do in the £9. 

3929. Then you would leave the cumshaw and the measure- 
ment-duty as an additional charge to the freighter, and not to 
the owner? — No. 

3930. By whom would the commission be paid? — By the 
person who pays the cumshaw and measurement : that would 
be a charge on the ship. 

3931. What is your idea of the comparative advantitfes of a 
large and a small ship entering Canton river, as to t||M^ mcilities 
of going up and down?— A small ship is the hand^|b.<^tainly> 
and easier to get up than larger ships. 

3932. Were any of the Company's larger ships at ilPWopoa 
when you were there ? — There were two or three.^ 

3933. Did they take in all their cargo at Whampoa, or did 
they go below the second bar ? — To complete their cargo they 
were obliged to go down below the second bar. 

3934. Did you complete your cargo at Whampoa ? — ^We did. 

3935. Do you not consider it some advantage to be able to 
complete your cargo at one place ? — I do, because there is not 
the risk of the chops, which arc not very fine boats ; and I con- 
sider that by their going down below the second bar there 
is great risk. 

3936. With whom would the loss lie it a chop containing tea 
for a ship was lost on the w'ay to the ship ?— That is a point on 
which I am not prepared to speak. 

3937. Did any instance of loss take place while you were 
there ? — Not any, to my knowledge. 

3938. What is the distance from Canton to Whampoa?-— 
About ten miles. 

3939. What is the distance from Whampoa to the place 
below the second bar, where the large ships take in their cargo ? 
—I do not know exactly the number of miles, but I think it is 
about seventeen or eighteen. 

3940. You have stated that you would* be glad to engage 
your ship to the Company, to go to Canton and back, at the 



SELECT COMMITTEE op ra^ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 413 

rate of £9 per ton of fifty cubic feet;^ what is the size of the ton Mar. leso. 
for which you say the Company were paying £18 to £24? — ITT 

The Company pay for a ton of seventy-two cubical feet ; but I Li pojH:, 
should be happy to engage at £9 a ton of fifty cubic feet. The 
Company pay at so many cwt. to the ton ; from eight to ten is 
the weight; and the tea, when packed in chests, is seventy-two 
cubic feet to the ton. 

3941. What would be the tonnage at which you would 
engage your new ship, if the terms were exactly the same as 
the East-India Company’s ? — I could fit a ship of 600 tons the 
same as the Company’s ships are fitted, and f»ail that ship direct 
to Canton and back, for £13 a ton ; and for £2 a ton more 1 
could pay the port-dues. 

3942. What were the Company paying? — The Company 
were paying from £18 to £24 per ton. 

3943. Do you consider it necessary to have the same quan- 
tity of stores and crew on board your own ship as the Company 
have by their regulations ?— I do not. I think tliey are over- 
manned ; that is, that many of the men may be dispensed with. 

3944. If instead of fitting the ship as the Compan} prescribe, 
you wete only to give die ship that description of fitting which 
yoA COfiiiite necessary for her isafe voyage from England to 
CtmtoQ back, at what rate per ton could you do it ?*— For 
£18 n ton on the register tonnage. 

3945. Supposing your ship to be 600 tons register measure- 
ment, you would be able to bring home 600 tons of tea, each 
ton being seventy-two cubical feet ? — About that quantity. 

3946. Did you not state that, in the season in which you 
performed your voyage, there were other ships freighted by 
the Company out and home, for £13 a ton ? — ^Therc were. 

3947. How do you account for the difference between the 
freight at which you could afford to send your ship to Canton 
and back, and the freight which the Company pay ? — The only 
difference is, that the owners of the Company’s ships derive a 
greater profit from their voyages than we should be content 
with. 

3948. Do not the Company freight their ships by tender ? — 

They do. 

3949. How do’ you account for the circumstance, that in 
taking the lowest tender they still freight their ships at a much 
higher freight than you say you could afford to freight a ship 
to Canton and back, with the same fitting up ? — It is only of 
late years that the Company have chartered small ships ; they 
have always imported their teas in large ships, and those ships 
were contracted for before they were built, and built expressly 
to perform six voyages, at a cei tain rate per ton. 

3950. Then you mean, that it is a more expensive process 
to contract by tender in that way for a ship for six years, than 
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. it would be to engage a ship upon tender for a specific vdyage? 
— It is more expensive to the Company. 

3951. You have said that you urould tender a ship to go to 
China, and bring home a cargo of tea, complying with the 
usual terms and conditions recjuired by the India Company,, at 
£13 per ton ?*— Upon the registered tonnage. 

3952. Upon those terms, do you understand that you are to 
have all the stores, the number of men, and every other con- 
dition required by the Company complied with ?— I do ; but 
the Company paying the cunishaw and measurement, which 1 
estimate at about £2 a ton. 

3953. Supposing you were at perfect liberty to proceed to 
Canton, freighted by a private individual, die only condition 
being to have the ship sea*worthy, with all necessary stores, 
but to make the best of your voyage there and back, and car- 
rying no more stores, nor coming under any other condition, 
further than you thought necessary for the safety of the ship ; 
at what rate per ton would you charter a vessel on the regis- 
tered tonnage? — At £13 a ton. If the ship was chartered by 
a private individual at £13 a ton, I could pay the cumshaw 
and measurement, which would be about £11 on the registered 
ton. 

3954. Is that the only difference between freighting for the 
Company and freighting for an individual, and being at liberty 
to make the voyage as you pleased ? — The Company's regula- 
tions are more expensive as to fitting, but I am not prepared to 
say quite exactly to what amount. 

3955. If you could supply shipping to the Company at £13 
a ton, how do you account for so much higher freight being 
paid, competition being already had recourse to?->l cannot 
account for it in any other way, tlian that the ships were taken 
up at that rate of freight when materials for fitting ships were 
more expensive than they are now. 

3956. Then you would attribute the shipping at the present 
rate of freight to the term not having yet expired for which they 
were originally engaged ? — Yes. 

3957. If that term had expired, do you assume that the 
Company could supply themselves with shipping much cheaper 
in the time to come ? — Much cheaper ; but the larger ships 
would still be more expensive to tlie Company than the smaller 
ones. 

3958. You were engaged in this voyage in the year 1826-7 ; 
are you aware what difference there was in the outfit of a ship 
and tlie provisions of a ship between 1826-7 and 1829-30 ? — I 
am not ; every thing is certainly much cheaper than it was at 
that time, but 1 cannot say in what proportion. 

3959. You have stated that the Company, while you were in 
China, were paying at the rate of from £18 to £24 a ton; are 
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you aware of the nature of the voyages those ships are liable IB Mar. 1830. 
to ?— I am not, any further than they proceed^to India ; some 
to Saint Helena, some to Bombav and China, others to Bengal ^ L^Potte. 
and China, others to Madras and China. 

3960. Are you aware that they are liable to be employed at 
the call of the Court of Directors for any purpose political as 
well as commercial ? — I am. 

3961. Are you not aware that there must be a great difiTe- 
rencc between those ships which are liable to be used for 
political purposes, as transports aqd men-of-war, and ships going 
direct to China ? — There must be a great difterence certainly ; 
but not equal to the difference between £13 and £18.* 

3962. Have you not stated, that ships engaged at the rate of 
from £18 to £24 were ships upon old qontracts^ seven, eight, 
and ten years old P^Yes. 

3963. Do you apprehend there is any difference between the 
prices of this day and the prices of ten years back ? — Things 
certainly are cheaper now than they were at that time. 

3964. Do you apprehend that if all the ships required to 
bring home the annu^ supply of tea for this country were to be 
advertised for in this market, that would not bave a great effect 
in raising the price of freight, which you now say you could 
supply at £13 a ton ?— -I think it would be a means of employing 
a great number of ships that now cannot 6nd employment. 

Perhaps it would affect the freight a little, but not much ; there 
are so many ships that the competition would be very great. 

3965. Are you aware that the owners, for the freight of £18 
and £24, are obliged to cairy twenty guns, and six thirty-two 
pound carronades ? — Yes. 

3966. Do you consider that necessary in 6tting out a ship to 
go to Canton for a China cargo ? — 1 do not. 

3967. Then you would save all the expenses connected with 
that supply ?~1 would. 1 should consider six guns quite suffi- 
cient for a ship of 600 tons. 

3968. How many cables would you consider it necessary to 
take in a ship going out direct to Canton ?^I should have three 
cables, two bowers and a stream. 

3969. If the Company require seven cables, would not that 
be also an additional expense to be deducted in any tender you 
would make It would be attended with additional expense of 
course. 

3970. How long have you commanded a sliip ? — I have com- 
manded a ship since 1823. 

3971. Do you know what the freight was in 1820 ? — I do not. 

3972. In estimating the freight you have spoken of, how 
many days delay in 'tlie port would you calculate upon as occur- 
ring at Canton I should calculate oa tliirty days. 
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3973. Would thirty lay-days commonly be sufficient for the* 
purpose ?— Quit^ sufficient.* 

3974. And do you not conceive that, under those c]rcum*> 
stances, demurrage would commonly be charged? — 1 think not* 

3975. Do you know that, at the present moment, demurrage 
is charged upon the Company’s ships ? — I am aware that theri? 
is a demurrage at times. 

3976. Do you conceive that demurrage would be diaj^d, 
provided the ship were freighted by private individuals, com- 
monly speaking ? — ^ great deal depends upon the nature of the 
engagement. 

3977. Do you know how many lay-days the Company calcu- 
late upon at Canton ? — do not recollect ih6 number of lay- 
days. 1 only-know that I had no demurrage. 

Mr. JOHN SIMPSON called in, and examined. 

3978. You are an insurance broker in London ?— I am. 

3979. Have you any partner? — The firm is Stuart and 

Simpson. ’ 

3980. Are you in the habit of doing insurances to the East- 
Indics and China?— Occasionally to the East-Indies, not often 
to China. 

3981. Are you aware of the rate of premium both to the 
East-Indies and China?— I am. 

8982. Can you state the rate of premium on a first-class 
British ship from hence to Canton ? — 50s. out upon the ship. 

3983. What would be the rate upon goods, upon manufac- 
tures, for instance ?— About the same. Something might depend 
upon the nature of the goods; if they were liable to damage, it 
would be something more. 

3984. What would it be from Canton back to England? — 
The same. 

3985. What would it be from London to Canton, and back 
to England ?— Five pounds. 

3986. Would it be the same from other parts of the United 
Kingdom ? -Yes, about the same, or rather less. 

3987. Are those the current rates at which you have known 
insurance done ?— There is not a great deal done to China in 
Lloyd’s ; but those are the rates upon what is done, when it is 
done through insurance brokers, and it is the rate upon other 
vessels that go to Sincapore, Batavia, and the neighbouring 
ports there ; and I am aware that the underwriters would as lief 
go to Canton at once and back again, as to those ports I have 
mentioned. 

3988. Have you ever effected any insurances on goods by the 
Company’s ships?— It is some time since I have done any thing 
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of that sort ; it is done by respondentia frequently upon the IB Mar. 18.^0. 

voyage out and home, which I have done. . 

, Mr, J, Stmffson* 

3989. Which do you consider has the advantage in insurance 
generally ; on which is the premium lowest, on a Company’s ship 
or a private trader? — 1 do not think there would be any differ- 
ence whatever. 


3990. Have you ever done any insurances on goods by Ame- 
rican ships to East-Iqdia or to China ? — 1 never have. 

3991. Have yc\i any means of knowing what would be the 
rate of insurance demanded at Lloyd’s upon American ships ? — 
It woi^d depend upon the nature of the goods, and the descrip- 
tion given of the ship. The American ships are not generally 
comprised in our registers, but if the description were good, the 
premium would be the same. 

3992. Is there any difference made at Lloyd’s between the 
insurance of a ship of a large tonnage of 1200 tons, and the 
insurance of a ship of 400 tons ?— I do not think there is any 
difference ; some would prefer the large one, and some the 
small. I have heard the large ones objected to, on account of 
the great number of men on board, and the accidents happening 
in consequence. 

3993. You conceive it would be as well, or perhaps better 
done upon a ship of 400 or 500 tons as upon a ship of 1200 
tons ?«— I think it would be quite as well. 

3994. Would the underwriters make any difference ? — I do 
not think they would. 

3995. Is there any objection made to the Company’s ships 
on account of the particular regulations to which they are sub- 
jected, that they are obliged to be at the disposal of the Com- 
pany, whatever may be their voyage, in case of their requiring 
it? — Insurances done by them are done subject to the regula- 
tions of the Company, but I am not aware that the premium is 
any higher in consequence. 

3996. Is not the insurance upon a Company’s ship out and 
home to China, £4. 10«. ? — I never heard of such a premium ; 
I have been £6. 

3997. Do you insure against fire-risk as well as sea-risk ? — 
Certainly ; what I have mentioned includes all risks. 

3998. How long has your firm been established in London ? 
— 1 have been thirty years in it ; twenty-four a partner. 

3999. And you have been the greater part of that time en- 
gaged in the insurance of ships to India and China ? — Yes. 

3400a. Have you been in the habit of insuring ships from 
Liverpool to India ?— Yes. 

3401a. Has the premium been the same as upon the English 
ships?— The premium to India and back has varied in compa- 
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I’e Mar. 1830 . rison to the goodness of the vessel. Upon class No. 1. 1 have 
— 7 done them from Liverpool to Calcutta and bade at , ' 

Mr. J. Simpson. ^Q2a. Are there not a greater number of ships of class 
No. 1. insured at four per cent than at five, from Liveipool ?-^ 
Tliere are. 

3403a. What are the crews of those ships?— It depends on 
the tonnage. < 

3404a. Arc not the Company's ships to Chihalfil^d to'be one«> 
of the best risks that the underwriters have an opportunity^of 
insuring ?— Yes, they are. ■. 
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THIRD REPORT, 


THE ^SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
Present State of the Affairs oi thc East-India Com- 
pany, and into the Trade between Great Bntainy the 
East-lndiesy and China} and to report their Observations 
thereupon to the House ; and who were empowered to report 
« the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them from 
tinrl! to iim6, to the House ; — 

HAVE made a further Progress in the Matters to tliem 
referred, and examined several other Witnesses ; tlie 
Minutes of whose Evidenct they have agreed to 
report to the House up to the 1st day of this instant 
April, inclusive. 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


LiUnoR^ 22° die Martii 1830. 


William Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 


THOMAS THORNELY, Esq. called in, and examined. 

22 Mar. 1830. 3405a. You arc a merchant at Liverpool ? — I am. 

3’ T/ior 3406a. Have you made it your business to inquire into the 

means of drawing bills from China upon houses of good credit in 
England? — I have the authority of a gentleman of great 
respectability, a merchant, w^ho has lived in Canton for many 
years, to say, that bills upon London on confirmed credits 
may be negociated there with great facility, and to almost any 
extent. 

3407a. At what rate of exchange ? — Equal to 5j. 6rf. and 
two-thirds of a penny the tale, and payable at six months* 
sight. 

3408a. Wlio is the merchant from whom you received that 
information ? — The gentleman who gave me this information is 
an American; he gave it to me as a matter i>r personal kindness, 
and 1 would rather not mention his name. 

3409a. Is he a person that has resided long at Canton ?~Hc 
has resided at Canton twenty-five years. 

3410a. Did he carry on extensive business? — Very extensive 
business. 

3411a. Do you happen to know whether the American mer- 
chant, to whom you refer, drew bills upon London ? — I do not 
think it was so stated to me. 

3412a. Have you any communication in writing from this 
gentleman, stating this fact, and the course of exchange ? — 1 
have such a comnuinication. 
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3413^1. Have you any objection to give in that communication 22 Mar. 1830. 

to the Committee, with the understanding that the name of the 

writer shall not be made public ? — I have no objection. 

[ The mtness delivered in the same^ •anhich was ready as Jbllows ;] 

The Chinese have no coin except carx or cash^ which arc a brass coin, 

1,000 of which make a tale. Their accounts are kept in talcs, mace, canda- 
reens, and cash. 

10 cash, 1 candareen ; 10 candareens, 1 mace ; 10 mace, I talc. 

72 candareens make a Spanish dollar, and the exchange between China and 
England is, and will probably continue to be, 4^. per dollar. 

sterling would consequently be 360 talcs, or 500 Spanisli dollars. 

A tale 55. 6jd. 

My dear Sir : Above, you have a memorandum of the imaginary coin 
of the Chinese ; they have no real coin except the cash as above-mentioned. 

You will perceive that the value of the tale is 5s. 6\d. as near as may be, at 
the usual rate of exchange between China and England. 

“lam, my dear Sir, your very obedient, 

« To T. Thornely, Esq. “ 

“ March 16, 1830.** 

3414a. Do you know at what course of exchange the tale i s 
estimated by the East-lndia Company? — At 65. 8f7. I under- 
stand. 

3415a. Supposing the exchange to be really 5^. 6r^. and two- 
thirds, comparing that with the course at which it is estimated 
by the Company in prime cost for their teas, what would be the 
difference upon the purchases of the last ten years ? — The dif- 
ference would be precisely one-sixth. You must deduct from 
the public accounts of tlie Company, to bring it to the current 
exchange, one-sixth of tlie amount of purchases of tea I have 
mentioned. 

3416a. Have you made any calculation of what the amount 
of that deduction would be? — That deduction would be 
£3,039,331. 

3417a. From what document do you take the quantity of tea 
sold by the Company for the last ten years ? — From the Parlia- 
mentary returns. 

3418a. From what document did you take the prime cost of 
the tea ? — From the Parliamentary returns, the whole of it. 

3419a. Have you prepared a statement, founded upon the 
infonnation procured from the Parliamentary returns, and the 
estimated rate of exchange by the Company ? — I have ; and I 
believe it to be as nearly correct as it can be. 

3420a. Have the goodness to deliver in that document. 

[Thr witness delivered in the mmey xvhich was ready as folloxos:'} 
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22 Mar. 1830. A Statemknt, intended to &Iiow the Loss to the Country in 
“ — tlie Price of Tea arising out of llie £as1>-India Coinpanv’s 

T.Tno^eij,. Monopoly. 

The quantities imported and sold for consumption, together with the 
prime cost and sale amount, are extracted fVom documents presented by the 


Company to Parliament. 

Tea exported from Canton from 1818-19 to 1^27-6, 

285,095,127 lbs cost £18,236,106 

Deduct one-sixth, because the tale of China is estimated at 

6a. 8d b} the Company, whereas it is only 5s. 6Jd 32039,351 

Total £1.5,196,755 


Axeia^e cost piicc, I2ff. *80 per lb. 

Sales of ten in England from 1819-20 to 1828-9, 265,456,040 lbs., amount 
£35,402,215. Average sale price, 32d. *06 per lb. 

Freight fioin Canton to England, taken at £ll per register ton. A ship 
of 500 tons will carry 550 tons of tea of the (k>mpany*s tonnage of 10 cwt. 
each, say 610,000 lbs.; 500 tons register, at £11 per ton freight, makes 
£5,500. 

If 616,000 lbs. co-.t £5,500, then 1 lb. costs 2d. *14. 


d. 

Prime cost of 1 lb. tea per statement 12 *80 

Insurance from Canton 3 per cent. 

Agency at Canton 3 — 

Charges of landing in England 3 — 

Supposed profit 10 — • 

In all 19 — 2 *43 

Fi eight, per statement 2 *14 


Cost price per lb. landed in England 17 *37 

Tlie Company's actual average sale price of tea in tlic last ten d. 
years has been, per lb 32 *06 

The price, widi ample allowance of piolit, as shown above, 

need not have exceeded. 17 *37 

Leaving a loss to the coimliy per lb. of. 14 *69 

Which on the quantity of tea consumed in 1828-9, vir. on 28,230,383 
lbs., at lid. *69, makes an annual tax upon the countiv of £’1,727,934. 

ROBERT RICKARDS, Esq. cullecl in, and examined. 

R, Rtckaids, 3421a. Will you state to the Committee how long you have 
resided in India, at what time, and when you returned from 
that country ? — I have resided m India about twenty-three or 
twenty-four years : 1 returned in the year 1811. I was on the 
Bombay establibhment. 

3422a. Have you, since your return From Bombay, been em- 
ployed as an Indian agent in London ? — 1 have. 

3423a. Have you had opportunities, whilst in India and in 
England, of making yourself acquainted with the trade between 
England and India and China? — Generally speaking, I lia\e. 1 
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never, was engaged in trade whilst, in India, being in the Com- 22 Mar. 1830. 

pany’s civil service ; but I had opportunities .of seeing a good 

deal of what passed in the trade between India and China, 

and I have had correspondence with China since I have been 

in this country. 

3424a. Have you had any commercial transactions with China 
since you have been in England ? — The house that I belong to 
corresponds with a house in China, and we have received, as 
agents, consignments from that house, and carried on a regular 
correspondence with them. 

3425a. What is the name of the house*?— The name of our 
house is Rickards, Mackintosh, and Company. The house we 
correspond with in China is Thomas Dent and Company. 

3426a. Have you not, since 1812, paid particular attention 
to the financial details of the commerce with India,* as pub- 
lished by Parliament ? — I have always felt a great interest in 
respect to the financial concerns of India ; and when I was in 
Parliament in the year 1812-13, I had an opportunity then, 
for the first time, of analyzing the £ast-lndia Company's ac- 
counts which were laid belbre Parliament ; and from those ac- 
counts I derived a knowledge of the state of their finances, which 
I could not obtain from the limited view I had of their accounts 
all the time I was in India. * 

3427a. Do you include the trade with India in that attention 
which you paid to their financial details ? — 1 do, with India and 
China. 

3428a. What opinion generally have you formed of the result 
of the tea trade carried on by the Company With China ? — I 
formed a decided opinion in the year 1813, that the received 
notion at that time, of the piofits of the Company’s China trade 
being their only means of paying their dividends and interest 
upon their home bond debt, was altogether erroneous. I was 
then firmly convinced, and 1 gave my reasons for the conviction, 
that on a fair mercantile statement of their commercial opera- 
tions, the profits, if any, would be found altogether insufficient 
to pay their dividends in this country ; and from the papers 
which have been printed and laid before the public since that 
period, I am still further confirmed in that belief. 

3429a. Do you include the trade to China, as well as the 
trade to India, in. that opinion? — I include in this opinion the 
trade to China more particularly, because it is now pretty 
generally asserted and believed to be the only source of com- 
mercial profit. 

3430a. Are the Committee to understand that in the number 
of years which have elapsed since 1812, all the documents that 
ha\c come to ^miir knowledge have confirmed your opinion 
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22 Mar. 1 830. that the trade to China has not been the means of paying' the 
Jl. Bickards, ^^^idends, as is generally supposed ? — Certainly, 

Esq, S431a. Are you able to state to the Committee the grounds 

on which your opinion was then formed, and on which you now 
continue to hold it ? — For the opinion I then formed, I must 
beg leave to refer to a publication of mine in the year 1813, 
in which I have stated that opinion at full length, together 
with the grounds of it. Having subsequently had an opportunity 
of inspecting the printed accounts which have been laid before 
Parliament Tor the years 1820 and 1821, I framed from that 
collection a statcMnc'nt, which I intended for the continuation 
of a publication I am now engaged in about India, and which 
statement I have now before me. It is at the service of the 
Committee, and will show the grounds of my present belief. 

343 2tf:. Is that calculation taken from the documents pre- 
sented by His Majesty’s command, dated February 1830?— 
The whole of it, and every thing I have asserted with regard 
to India, is taken from official documents ; 1 look upon no other 
source of information to be worth a farthing. The statement I 
hold in niyhand is taken from the official documents laid before 
Parliament on the 4)th of June 1829, and the 14th of May 1824, 
as well as from the collection of documents presented by His 
Majesty’s command in February 1830. 

3433a. Will you state to the Committee the result arising 
from that statement, and the items which enable you to come to 
that result? — This statement is for the year 1820-21. 1 have 

taken that year, because it is the latest for which all the charges 
on the China trade arc printed or published ; at least, I have 
seen no other document containing all these charges subsequent 
to that year. I believe, however, from an examination of the 
official tables here referred to, that the result would be pretty 
nearly the same for cither of the preceeding or succeeding 
years; but I have been obliged to confine myself to 1820-21, 
because 1 could find no other official document except that 
delivered in on the 14th of May 1624 : that contains a com- 
plete view of all the Company’s charges on the China trade. 

3434a. Where does that document appear which was pub- 
lished in 1824 ?— It is before the House of Commons, and is an 
official document. It is styled, Accounts renting to the Tea 
Trade, &c. of the East-lndia Company,” dated the 14th of May 
1824 ; and bears the signature of T. G. Lloyd, the Accountant- 
General at the India-House. 

3435a. Will you state what appears to be the result in the 
year 1820-1 ? — [ Witness delivers in the foUtming statement, ivhich 
is accordingly read to the Committee,'] 
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^Statement, to show the apparent Deficiency of Means to pay Interest on 22 Mar. 1830. 

Bond Debt and DividenclB out of the Profits of the China Trade ; pre- 

pared from Official Documents for the year 1820-21 . Ji. Bickards, 

Emj. 

£\ ~ £.~ 

Prime cost of teas» as per . Sale amount in 1821-2, as 

No. 32 of “ Papers rela- per No. 33 of “ Papers, 

tive to the Trade with &c.** 4th June 1829 3,566,642 

India and China,” 4th Balance or deficiency, after 

June 1829.. 1,874,840 paying interest on bond- 

Fireight and Demurrage, debts and dividends, both 

as per No. 31 of ditto which arc, by tlic Act 

ditto 796,540 • 53 Geo. HI., sect. .57, 

Cliarges in China and Eng- chargeable on Commer- 

lond, as per No. 6 of cial Profits”... 518,776 

“Accounts relating to the 
Tea Trade, &c. of the 
East- India Company,** 

14th May 1824 618,849*^ 

Interest on home bond- 
debt, as per No. 21 of 
“ Papers relating to the 
Finances of India, and 
Tirade of India and Chi- 
na,** Feb. 1830 162,938 

Dividends on stock, as per 
ditto of ditto. . . . ditto . . 632,251 


^4,085,418 I 



* The charges included in this sum are stated in the official 
account referred to under the following beads, vu. 
Salaries, emoluments, &c. in 1620-1 X'95,65.3 


Expenses in China ,.51,735 

Ditto in England 173,520 

Interest 236,287 

Insurance ^ 58,654 


jCGl 8,849 


The deficiency above stated is exclusive of avowed loss on tlie 
outward trade to Canton, which the Court of Directors and their advocates 
have alleged to have been carried on to their own detriment for the benefit 
of British manufacturers. This loss is stated, in the Lords* Report on 
Trade, 1820-1, page 1 1 B, at jiT, 668, 103 for twenty-six years, averaging, 
therefore, ^64,157 per annum. 

It is also exclusive of the loss by fire in Canton, in November 1822, 
wbieb is officially stated to be i:^380,l33 ; and in which it is probable tliat 
goods undisposej^ of, from the season 1820-21, may have been sacrificed. 

There are other items in the accounts referred to which would be 
brought into a general statement of the whole period of the existing char- 
ter, and which render it probable tliat the annual loss or deficiency for the 
whole period would not be less thun that above stated. 

3436a. Will you explain for what part of the Company’s 
debt this interest entered by you is charged ? — It is the whole 
interest upon the bond debt in England in the year 1820-21. 
:51'37a. No part of the bond-debt in India? — No. 
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22 Mar. 1U30. 3438a. Why do you include the charge for interest of the 

bond debt in thaf; account of tea ? — By the Act of the 53d of 

lU lUckauis, King, it is, as well as the dividends^ expressly chargeable 
on the commercial profits of the East-India Company ; and 
the China trade is avowedly the only source of profit to them, as 
their other branches of trade, including the export trade to India 
and China, arc avowedly attended with loss, 1 have put both 
into this statement, according to the provision of the Act of 
Parliament. Being chargeable on commercial profit, 1 know 
not where else to find it. Neither the dividends nor the in- 
terest, it is obvious, ^an be paid out of losses. 

3439a. in the charge for freight and demurrage in that ac- 
count, do you include the charge for the freight and demurrage 
of that portion of the Company's shipping that went to India 
direct ? — From the official accounts that are published, I cannot 
tell wha*t is chargeable to the Indian freight and what to the 
China freight, because they are not so distinguished. I have 
taken this sum from an official document, entitled, A state- 
ment of the amounts paid in England forlTrei^ht and demurrage, 
including cost and outfit of the Company's own ships, from 
1st May 1814 to the 30th of April 1829." I found this account 
amongst a collection of others, such as 30, 32, and 33, exclu- 
sively relating to the China trade. I thought, therefore, the 
safest \^ay was to take the sum as I found it in the official 
account. If this sum does include the Indian freight, I have no 
means of separating the one from the other with accuracy. I 
know that the tonnage of the year 1820 21 was only about 
0,000 tons to India ; and that tonnage, taken at the rate of £10, 
or £11, or £12 a ton, which is the rate the Company paid in that 
year, would only diminish the sum, even if it should include In- 
dian freight, about £60,000 or £70,000 ; but having no means 
of staling that on official authoiity, I thought the best way was 
to give in this sum and to explain it. The result, in either case, 
will still leave a large deficiency. 

3440a. Are the Committee to understand, that if, in that 
sum, the freight properly chargeable for ship® to India Proper 
is included, that will require a deduction to the amount of that 
tonnage fiom the amount you debit the tea trade with? — It 
may be so ; but I only state that upon estimate. I have no 
official document to proceed upon with reference to this fact. 

3441a. Will you state what amounts appear to have been re- 
ceived by the Company as the produce of their tea sales for that 
year ? — The sale amount in 1821-2, as per No. 32 of the papers 
which I have before referred to, is £3,566,642. The balance 
or deficiency then on this account, after paying interest on bond 
debts and dividends, both of which are by the Act 53 Geo. III. 
s. 57, chargeable on commercial profits, amounts to £518,776, 
as })aiticulaii/cd in tiic statement. 

3112a. All the ComniitUc to iindtisland that (he lesiilt of 
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that account ‘^hows a deficiency to* the amouut of £518,776 on 22 Mar. ibao. 
the proceeds of the trade, to pay the charges on trade, the in- ^ jnckattU 
terest of their bond debt, and dividends in this country ? — Cer- ’ * 

tainly in that year, so far as official documents go. 

3443a. Are those several items entered as you would enter any 
other commercial accounts ?— This account was drawn out, as 
1 stated at the commencement, to support the opinion which I 
have long entertained, that tliere was not a sufiiciency of profit, 
on the Company’s commercial concerns to pay those two items, 
the interest on bond debt and dividends on istock. The account 
m^ be drawn out in a different form, and 1 was preparing a 
difierent view of the account, when 1 was called into this Com- 
mittee. According to that view of the account, if it be balanced 
after the items of freight and demurrage, it will leave a profit 
on the China trade of £276,413, to meet the interest*oii bond 
debts and the dividends on stock £795,189, whilst the actual 
deficiency is, as before, £518,776. The result is in either case 
the same. 

3444a. Then that account which you have now given in is 
only a division of the former account, leaving the interest on the 
bond debts and the dividends on stock separately? — ^Yes; and 
showing, according to either statement, what 1 have always con- 
tended for, that the profits are inadequate to the payment of 
those two items« 

3445a. In comparing the prime cost in the year 1821 w'ith 
the sale amount in 1821-2, do not you observe that the prime 
cost is estimated upon a quantity of 28,545,000 lbs. of tea, and 
that in the sale amount there are only 25,493,000 lbs., leaving a 
difference of about 3,000,000 lbs. of tea ? — I do ; and I ad- 
verted to tliat at the time. With a view of ascertaining what 
could be the cause of that difference, I cast up the columns of 
Nos. 32 and 33, and I find that the sum total of difference 
amounts to nothing more than what a private merchant would 
consider as a fair allowance for wastage and loss of weight upon 
consignments of this description, viz. five per cent. It is pro- 
bable, therefore, the difference may be occasioned by w^astage, 
for the sums-total of these columns will, with this allowance, be 
found nearly to correspond ; or it may be one year’s consump- 
tion of tea, which the Court of Directors are always required to 
have on hand by Act of Parliament, the total difference of the 
two columns being bnly 29,329,859 lbs. 

3446a. In stating the profit of any one particular year, ought 
not you to take that deduction into account ?— Certainly not; 
because the differences I have adverted to will go on from year 
to year throughout the whole period of the two statements ; and 
in as far as these quantities (exclusive of wastage) may be found 
to consist of stock op hand, they are carried to a separate ac- 
count. 

3M7a. Do you consider the allowance you have made more 

3 K 
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22 Mar. 1830. than the average wastage which would be allowed by merchants 
R Uulards article ? — consider it a &ir allowance*. 

Esq. 3448a. Do you think that 3,000,000 is a fair proportion of 
wastage ? — No ; I have t^en live per cent, as the proportion of 
wastage for the ‘inhale period* Either that, or the amount of one 
years consumption, which the Company are obliged to have 
always in hand in their warehouses, will make the two columns 
nearly to correspond. 

344<9a. In stating the profit and loss of particular years, ought 
not you to take that into the account ?— I should close iny ac- 
count as a merchant with the monies received and expended, 
that is, with the transactions of the year ; 1 believe eveiy mer- 
chant would do the same. I would beg it to be understood that 
I do not give in this statement as a perfectly accurate one, be- 
cause the official documents do not admit of it; I only give it in as 
a conhrmation of that opinion which I have uniformly held, that 
there is not a sufficiency of commercial profit in the Company's 
concerns to pay those two heads of charge, and I think that tms 
statement, whatever adjustments may be required with regard 
to certain items in it, clearly proves the fact. 

3450a. As you have added up the columns for a number of 
years, have you also taken an average of the amount of profit 
or loss in those years ? — No, there are no means of doing it 
from official documents ; and, as 1 have said before, I would not 
trust to any thing but official documents. 

3451a. Ihcn that account is made up by you in the best 
manner you can, from such public documents as are before the 
House of Commons ? — It is. 

^ 3452a. Have you made any inquiry as to the priees of tea at 
Canton, and the prices at which the tea has been sold here?— 

I have. I am in the habit of receiving information on that 
head in our coirespondence with China, and from the regular 
price-currents which are transmitted to us. 

3453a. Have you prepared any estimate* or comparative tabic 
of those prices for any one or two ^ears ?— I have prepared a 
statement, for the same purpose for which, as before-mentioned, 

I had prepared the other statement, namely, for publication, to 
^ow what the same quantity of teas purchased in China at the 
Chinese prices would amount to, and the prices for which they 
can be imported into this country by an individual merchant, 
who would charge himself with all the ordinary charges upon 
consignments of this description ; and this is compared with the 
prices wliich have been charged on the Company's teas for the 
same period. 

3454a. Will you have the goodness to read that statement, and 
show what result you come to by that mode of calculation ?— 

{The ‘initness delivered in the foUming StatemenU 'mhich voas read 

a^JoUims ••) 
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Statement of the probable Cost at Canton of the different qualities of Tea 22 Mar. 1830. 
nccessaiy to imported for the supply .of the United Kingdom for one __ 
year, in the proportion, both as to qu^itics and quantities, of the Teas R. Rickards, 
imported in the ^ear 1828-9, as particularized in the printed official papers Esq. 
presented by |lis Majesty’s command, February 1830 ; showing also the 
average price-at which they could be disposed of in bond, so as to remu- 
nerate with a Oiir mercantile profit the merchant and ship-owner, giving to 
the latter £10 per ton freight, and to the former 18 per cent, profit, after 
paying freight, insurance, commission, brokerage, and chaiges of ware- 
housing, with allowance for loss of weight, &c. 


lbs. Tales, £ sterling, d, 

Bohea 3,778,012 'at 14 perpecul 110,191 at.. 7 per lb 

Congo 20,142,783 22 *— 923,215 11 — 

Campoi 284,197 22 — 13,025 . 11 ^ 

Souchong 001,739 28 — 35,101 14 — 

Pekoe 131,281 42 — 11,487 19 — 

Twankay 4,101,845 22 — 188,005 11 — 

Hyson Skin.... 213,993 24 — ‘ 10,698 12 — 

Hyson 1,014,923 45 — 9.5,149 l/rt)i — 

Gunpowder .... 645 60 — 80 2/6 — 


lbs. I 30,269,418 | Cost .. £j 1,386,951 lav. 11 per Ilf. 
Freight, 30,000 tons, at £10 pertouj 300,000 
Insurance, 3 per cent. . 4 1,608 

Commission, 2 j per cent. . 34,673 


Cost, with freight, insurance, and com- ) ^ j 232 
mission '. .. ( ’ ’’ 


|or 1/2 per Ib* 


In the above calculations the Spanish dollar is taken at 4«. The rate of 
exchange at Canton was even lower last season, as many bills were drawn at 
3s. lOd. and 3s. lltf. per Spanish dollar at six months’ sight. The prices 
are a fair average ; and it should he observed, that the price-currents from 
Canton, dated in Februar)' and June in the last year, quote several of the 
different sorts of tea at from 15 to 23 per cert, lower than the prices on 
which these calculations are founded. 

The statements here subinittcd furnisli an opportunity .of comparing the 
prices obtained for teas by the East- India Company during tlic present 
charter with those at which they may be imported by private merchants. 

It appears by the Parliamentary documents, that the average price of the 
sale of tea at the East- India House in 1828-9 was 2s. Sd. *97 per lb. in bond. 
These calculations show that the same tea may be imported into this couri- 
try at a cost of 1«. 2d. per lb., and sold at 1« Gd. per lb. in bond, yielding at 
the latter price to the merchant and ship-owner an ample profit, and giving 
an average price of tea, duty paid, of 3s. per lb. instead of 4«5. Sd., the price 
wlricli the Company’s average of last year gives. 

It must also be remarked, that the average of 2«. 3(1, *97* per lb. is taken 
for the last year as the lowest of fifteen years, while the average of the 
present charter is 2s. 9d. '92* per pound ; and at these rates the sale value 
of the Company’s tea staifds as follows *. 

First— l^ld by the East-lndia Company, 1828 9 : 

30,269,508 lbi 3 . of tea, at 2s. 3d. *97 per lb. in bond, is. . . . £3,527,659 


Duty, at 100 per cent, on £3,234,076 

Ditto 96 do 281,839 

; 3,515,913 

Total value of tea-duty paid in one year £7,043,572 


* These rates are taken from No. 42, p. 124, of the Papers relating to the 
Trade of India and China, February 1830. 
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Total value of tearduty paid in one year • - £7,043,572 

Ashumed price taken in this statement : 

.30,269,508 lbs. df tea, average price of 

is. (id, per lb. in bond, is £2,270,213 

Duty, at 100 per cent £136,407 

Ditto- 96 do 2,048,453 

2,184,860 

Total value, duty paid, by this statement . . ■ - 4,455,073 


Additional amount paid by the country for tea in one 
year, in consequence of the East-lndia Company's 
monopoly £2,588,499 


Secondly. But if the average price of the present charter be taken at 
2s. 9d. *92 per lb., it will appear that the same quantity of tea has, under the 
Company's system, cost the country annually more by £4,091,107 (as per 
statement below) than would have been expended on this cornme^ity if 
allowed to be imported by individuals : 

30,269,508 lbs. of tea, at 2s 9d. *92 per 1b. in bond, being 

the average price during the present charter £4,278,090 

Duty, at 100 per cent, on £4,028,090 

Ditto - 96 per cent, on 240,000 

4,268,090 


Total value of tea-duty paid in one year 8,546,180 

Assumed price taken in this statement : 

.30,269,508 lbs. of tea, average jiiice of U. 6f/. 

per lb. is £2,270,213 

Dufy, at 100 per cent, on £1.16,407 

Ditto - 96 do 2,048,453 

2,184,860 

Total value duty paid by this statement . . 4,455,073 

. Total dilfcrcnce in one year. . . . X4,091 , 107 


Tlic following exhibits the probable profit of the mercluint on the assumed 
average price of 1 s. (id. iier lb. in bond . 

Shipped in China lbs. 30,269,508 

Loss ut weight and allowance, 5 per cent. 1 ,.5 1 3,4 7 5 


28,756,0.i3atU. 6d.,£2, 156,709 

Charges of warehousing, &c., 3 percent £64,701 

Brokerage, ^ per cent 14,009 

75,710 

Net proceeds. . . . 2,080,999 

Cost, as per other side, including freight, insurance and 
commission .*.... 1,7 63,232 

Leaving net profit (or 18 percent.). . . . £317,767 


3455a. From what document or authority liave you taken the 
prices which you h^ve set down in that statement as the prime 
cost of the teas at Canton?— From prices-current in China, and 
from correspondence on the subject with agents and merchants 
there. 
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d4<56A.*Are llicy'the prices of the first, middle, or lower 22 Mar. lh30 
quality of teas of each kind ?— *They are the prices of all the 
different kinds of tea sold at the Company's sales in 1828-9; Ivy. * 
nine different kinds of tea. 

3457a. How do you know that those prices are the prices of 
teas of the same qualil^ with those purchased by the Company's 
servants in China?— They are the prices, and the only prices, 
quoted in the price-currents. 

3458a. Are you in the habit of receiving regular price-cur- 
rents from Canton ? — Yes, regularly. I could also state, as n 
further confirmation of the fact, that some of the private tea 
trade of the last year passed through my own hands,. and 1 know 
that it was to the full as good as the Company's. 

3459a. From what documents have you taken your estimate 
of the average sale of the Company's teas? — From No. 42, 
p. 124, of the Papers relating to the trade of India afid China," 

February 1830. 

3460a. Are the Committee to understand, as the result of.thc 
statement which has now been read, that if the tea imported hy 
the East-lndia Company in the last year had been imported hy 
private merchants, allowing a freight of £10 pei ton and 18 per 
cent, profit, the country would liave been supjilicd with tlie same 
quantity of tea, and of the sauie quality, at a less sum by 
dL'2,588,499 than what they have paid to the Company ? — I have 
not the least doubt of it. 

3461a. Do you consider that that would have been without 
any loss to the revenue, or paying the same amount of revenue 
to the Government ? — Certainly not 

3462a. Is your statement of the average price on which you 
have founded the calculation of tea, with regard to the duty, 
taken from the documents which you have .mentioned — It is 
founded upon the average price of tea for fifteen years, as stated 
in the before-mentioned document. No. 12. 

3463a. Arc the Committee to understand that if that trade, 
which has been can led on b}^ the Company for fifteen years, and 
assuming the average price given by them, had been carried on 
by private individuals, that the public would have paid less 
during each of those years to the amount of £4,000,009, which 
you have stated? — Provided 30,000,000 pounds of tea were 
sold in each year. 

34b4a. Has not half of that sum which you state to have been 
paid by the public more than under your calculation would have 
been paid if the trade had been carried on by private individuals 
consisted of duty to the Government? — Certainly; one-half of 
it, or nearly so. 

3405a. Are the Committee to understand that you have 
made in that account all the usual commercial charges for freight, 
warehousing, brokerage, wastage, and that after those allow- 
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22 Mar. 1630. 

R, RiekardSf 
E$q. 


ances the mercliant would have received his 18 per cent, profit 
clear? — I have. 

3466a. In that calculation which jou have made, you have 
estimated the greatly reduced sale-price of the tea, occasioning 
thereby a great loss in the amount of revenue, the duty on tea 
being an ad valorem duty ; have you considered how that loss 
of revenue which would, on that calculation, take place if the 
trade was opened, could be supplied to the Government ? — That 
circumstance struck me immediately upon preparing the former 
statement; and as I thought it w^ould be desirable that the 
revenue should, at all events, be provided for, I prepared another 
statement, to show how I think, at least, that object might be 
effected. 1 have that statement here, which 1 had intend^ also 
for publication, and which I will deliver in 


[7%e voitness delivered in ike same^ vohich voas read as foUtnos 


A Statement, exhibiting^ the amount of Duty which would be levied on the 
'i'eas as sold by the East- India Company, 1628-9, if the scale of American 
duties, given in page 49 of the Papers onlercd to be printed by the House 
of Commons 4t)i June 1829, were adopted; showing also what would be 
the amount, if the imjiortatioii reached to one-third more tlian the present 
supply. 


— 


Amei ic.tii 
Duty, 
peril). 

Sterling j 
Amount . 

Supposed Impor. 
taiion of One- 
thud additional. 

American 

Duty. 


lbs. 

s. d. 

£. 

lbs. 

s. d. 

Bolica .... 

3,778,012 

0 6 

94,450 

5,037,000 

0 6 

Congou • • 

20,142,873 

0 12J 

1,049,107 


Campoi . 
Souchong 

284,197 

601,739 

0 0 

0 0 

14,801 

31,340 

^ 23,213,000 

0 12^ 

Pekoe .... 

131,281 

0 0 

6,837 

3 


Twankay. . 

4,101,845 

1 2 

239,274 

1 5,754,000 

1 2 

Hyson ^in 

213,993 

.0 0 

12,482 

Hyson.. .. 

1,014,923 

1 8 

84,576 

1,353,000 

1 8 

Oiiiipowclcr 

645 

2 1 

67 

802 

2 1 


30,269,508 

.. £ 

i 1,532,934 

40,357,862 

.. £ 


Sterling 

Amount. 


£. 

125,925 


1,469,427 


335,650 

112,750 

90 

2,043,842 


By tliese calculations it would appear that the j)rcscnt importation of 
tea of 30,000,000 pounds and upwards would unly produce a duty, at the 
American rate, of ^1,532,934, while the existing ad valorem duty may be 
calculated to produce £3,51.5,000. If it is estimated that an increase of 
importation to the amount of one-third, in addition to the present quantity 
(40.357,000 pounds), he taken at the American duty, it amounts to only 
£2,043,000, a sum still very short of the duty no\v produced. It may 
however be presumed tliat the consumption would be increased one-third ; 
and it may be desirable that nearly the same amount of revenue may be 
secured as is now produced. In order to effect this, it will be more sinr- 
pie to fix a rate<l duty than to fix an ad valorem one. Indeed difficulties 
will occur at the out-ports in levying the latter, while by the adoption of 
a rated duty there could he no difficulty in the matter The rates at which 
these duties may be fixed are as follows : 
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Bohea 

Congo 

Campoi 

Souchongt and all other Black Tea, 

except Pekoe 

Twankay 

Hyson Skin 

Young Hyson 

Hyson * 

Gunpowder 

Pekoe 


R.aed Duty. 

The Duty payable on 
lilt.* Tea* Bold nt the 
Cvjinpatiy** Sale, 
1898-9. 

3. d. 

1 — per lb. 
1 9 — 

3. d. 

1 64 per lb. 

2 3} — 

2 9 — 

— 

2 104 — 

1 9 — 

2 54 _ 


2 3| — 

2 8 — 

none 

4 1} _ 

6 61 — 

3 9i — 


Annexed are the Calculations showing tlie Amount of Duty at \he above 
Rates, on a presumed importation of about 40,000,U001bs. 



Importation 

18211-9. 

With One-third , 
additional. | 


lbs. 

lbs. 

Bnbpa « t , , • t • • 

3,778,012 

20,142,873 

3,037,000 

T 

Congo 

Campoi 

264,197 

>28,038,000 

Souchong • • . • 

601,739 

Twankay. 

4,101,843 

^ 5,754,000 

Hyson Skin. . . . 

213,993 

Hyson 

1,014,923 

1 J 

Gunpowder. . . . 

645 

li 1,528,000 

Pekoe 

131,281 


Rated Duty. 


3 . d. 

1 0 per lb. 
1 9 — 

1 9 — 

2 8 — 


Amount of Duty. 

£. 

251,850 

2,453,325 

503,475 

237,080 


30,269,508 | 40,357,000 


.£3,445,730 


With duties fixed at the above rates, an addition of 10,000,000 pounds 
of tea may be added to the consumption of the country, at a cost of 
£6,472,000 for the entire supply of 40,000,000 of pounds, duty paid. The 
cost to the country of 30,269,000 pounds of tea in 1828-9 was £7,043,000 ; 
but were it not for the difiiculties which are likely to be created at the out- 
ports in continuing an ad vahtrem duty, the 40,000,600 pounds of tea, which 
would probably be imported would yield about £3,000,000 in revenue, 
without any alteration in the present ad valorem duties, notwithstanding 
the greatest proportion of the teas would sell under 2.v. per pound, and bo 
therefore subject to only 96 per cent. This is a case without the bounds 
of probability ; as in the event of the out-ports participating in tlie trade 
to China, a ratdd duty on tea must necessarily be substituted for an ad 
valoretii one. • 


In making this calculation, I have assumed that there will be 
an increase in the importation to the amount of at least one- 
third additional, if the price is reduced ; for tea is now become 
almost a necessary of life, and therefore I have thought it safe 
to take the import and sale at forty millions of pounds, instead 
of thirty. 

3467a. Are the Committee to understand the result of that 


22 Mar. 1830. 

It, RickardSy 
Esq, 
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22 Mar IB30. Statement to be this, that ii' the quantity of tea required for the 
consumption of Ehgland were imported by private merchants at * 
K, Rickards, jjjg which you conceive they can do it, the community 

would receive 40,000,000 of pounds of tea for £6,000,000 ster- 
ling, instead of paying £7,000,000, which they now do, for 

30.000. 000 of pounds of tea, the Government receiving at the 
same time tlic same amount of duty as they did before ?<^Cep- 
tainly, with the trifling difference between the amount of duty 
stated in this tabic and the present estimated amount of Go- 
vernment duty. The difference is only £70,183. 

j * % 3468/z. Are those calculations founded upon the supposition 

that there will be no increase of price in Canton of the teas, 
although there will be an increase, to the amount of one-third, 
in the consumption ? — They are founded upon the prices which 
1 have here taken, averaging h. 6d. per pound. 

3469a. What grounds have you for supposing that 

40.000. 000 lbs. of tea can be purchased in Canton at the 
same rate of price for which we now purchase 30,000,000 lbs. ? 
— If there was a sudden demand for an increased quantity of 
tea, no doubt the price of tea, like the price of every other ar- 
ticle under similar circumstances, would be raised for a time, 
but only for a time. The Chinese have the means of producing 
much larger quantities of tea if there was an effectual demand 
for it, and in proportion as they produced larger quantities the 
price would again fall. 

3470fl. Then you conceive that if the increase in the demand 
to the amount of 10,000,000 of pounds were a progressive in- 
crease, that additional quantity might he furnished without any 
advance in price ? — Without any material advance. 

317 Irt. Do you not con-sider that that increase in quantity 
would chiefly be in the lower-priced teas of China? — Cei tainly 
in the congou and bobca. 

3472a. Arc those the kinds in general use in China? — All 
the higher classes in China wlio use tea drink the finest tea ; 
and therefore the demand for the 6ner sorts being of limited 
extent as well in China as m this country, it is probable the 
increase would take place in the lower qualities. 

3473a. Do not the lower classes usually drink tea in China ? — 
Yes ; and their consumption, as far as it goes, would of course 
be in the lower descriptions of tea. 

3474a. lliereforc you suppose the additional demand of 

10.000. 000 lbs. out of the whole consumption of China would 
not, in a few years, occasion any great difference in price ? — If 
the demand went on gradually increasing, I should think that it 
would not occasion any considerable increase of price ; but even 
if It did occasion an increase of price at first, 1 conceive that as 
I lie supply would in the course of a very short time meet the 
demand, the price would again fall to its natural level. 
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,^75^. You have made a statement respecting the revenue 22 Mar. lerjo. 

. to., Government, on the supposition that 40,000,000 of pounds „ ^ 

• would he consumed; have you made any calculation how the 
revenue would be paid, supposing there were no increase be- 
yond the present amount of consumption of 30,000,000 lbs. ?— 

You^ might do it by collecting the present rates of duty as a 
rated duty. 

^47j6a« Do you consider that the same amount of revenue 
might be iiollected as a rated duty, which is stated in No. 41 to 

* be the present amount of duty ? — J have never made any calcu- 
lation of it ; but from a superficial view of this ^lecount, I should 
say certainly. Taking the sale prices of that account, or 100 
per cent, on the sale prices, as a rated duty upon the different 

. descriptions pf tea mentioned therein, you would, of course, 
realize the same amount of revenue, or £3,527,650. , 

3477a. Are you aware of the quantity of tea which has been 
exported from Canton during the last four or five years, in 
each year, by the English and Americans together? — 1 have nd 
actual account of it, but it is stated in these official tables. The 
statement No. 27 contains an account of the exports from 
Canton by the Americans intended for European consumption ; 
and the account No. 26 contains the amount of their exports 
for American consumption. These two statements, added to 
the amount of tlie Company’s exports of tea, would show the 
actual amount exported. 

3478a. Have you made any computation of the average price 
per pound which the Company pays for their tea at Canton 
upon the whole quantity? — I have no statement to shew it, 
neither have I seen any official document from which I could 
accurately frame it. I think the information can only be sup- 
plied with strict accuracy from the India-House.. 

3479a. Do you happen to know whether the prices quoted in 
the Canton price-currents are regulated by the prices given by 
the East-India Company for their tea, they being, of course, the 
principal purchasers in that market ? — Being the principal pur- 
chasers in the market, their purchases will, of course, very ma- 
terially influence the prices at which the tea is procured ; but 
there arc other purchasers in the market, the Americans and 
the Indian merchants, and their demand for tea will, of course, 
have its effect in .influencing the price ; but I should consider 
the Company’s demand for tea to have the chief influence upon 
the actual price of the tea quoted in the price-currents. 

3480a. Then you consider it a fair datum to con.^ider the cost 
of the East-lndia Company's teas to be the prices stated in the 
Canton price-currents ? — Certainly, I do. 

3481a. Are you aware whether the Company’s contract prices 
for tea are those stated in the price currents think that in- 
formation can' only h*e procured, with the accuracy to be de- 
pended upon, from the records of the India-llouse itself. 

3 I. 
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22 Mar. 1830. 3482a. From your intercourse with persons oanying on the 

China trade, are you aware of any peculiar difficulties in the 
^ merchants trading with China ? — Private merchants of 

this country are shut out of China altogether. The merchants 
from India arc allowed to carry on a trade between India and 
China; but that trade now, and the consequences of that trade, 
are most materially obstructed by its not being entirely thrown 
open. The great obstructions experienced in this case by the 
Indian merchants may be considered a question of national 
importance. The removal of those obstructions would be at- 
tended with immense advantages to this country. 

3483a. By whom are the obstructions interposed ? — By the 
system; that is, by the operation of the Chinese monopoly, 
which is sanctioned by Act of Parliament. 

3484*a. Do you mean by the East-India Company or by the 
Chinese? — I mean to ^y that obstructions arise out of the 
system itself. 

348.5a. Is it the system adopted by the Chinese, or the sys- 
tem as regulated by this country ? — I mean the whole system, 
and what is commonly called the Chinese monopoly parti- 
cularly. 

3486a. In China or in England ?— Altogether, both in India 
and in China. 

3487a. Do you mean arising from the laws of England or the 
laws of China?’ —It arises out of the peculiar manner in which 
the trad6 is carried on, and the operation of the system altoge- 
ther upon the trade. 

3488a. Will you explain in what way the system throws diffi- 
culties in the way, both as regards the Chinese government and 
the Company's' establishment? — I have long been of opinion 
that the Company's trade has been a source of great injury, not 
only to India, but to tliis country also ; and likewise to have 
involved the Company themselves in all thoir present difficulties 
and incumbrances. I have no hesitation, indeed, in saying, that 
I consider it, from the official accounts which have been printed 
and published, to be the sole cause of every fraction of their 
debt, both at home and abroad. In other respects it cannot be 
disputed, now-a-days, that it must be very injurious to any 
country for the sovereign to be carrying on trade on his own 
account in his own dominions. Such injury is experienced, or 
at all events was experienced, to very considerable extent, during 
the whole of the time I was in India. 'The Company, from 
having no active circulating capital of their own, arc obliged to 
be supplied with funds for the purchase of their teas in China 
from their Indian revenue. A large portion of the revenues 
required for the China trade is taken in kind on the western 
side of India ; in other words, they take a large quantity of 
cotton, or used to do so when I was in Bombay, from the districts 
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belonging to tlientselves, where, as sovereigns of the country, 
they consider themselves entitled to one- half the gross produce 
of the soil as a land-tax. That one-half, in 'the cotton districts, 
being taken in kind, the ryots or cultivators were compelled to 
surrender the other half to the Company’s agents at a certain 
price ; but this price was not a price agreed upon at the time of 
the purchase between the Company's commercial resident and 
the cultivators. The price was fixed, after the cotton had been 
embarked on board the Company's ships and sent off to China, 
by a committee, consisting of the judge of the district, the col- 
lector of the district, and the commercial resident, who met for 
the purpose of settling the price which the ryo\s were to receive 
for the remaining half of the cotton, and that price they were 
obliged to take. The price was often below that which they 
could have got from private merchants. This was formerly the 
case on the western side of India, and it is probably the^system 
of the present day. Besides which, 1 have reason to know that 
whenever the Company go into the market for the purchase of 
any commodity in India not under their immediate control, thh 
knowledge of their being purchasers has the effect of imme- 
ately raising the price of the article, and it raises it so materially 
in the Indian market as to render it extremely difficult for the 
merchants in India to make remittances to this country. It 
often happens, therefore, that they cannot send home goods at 
the market price of those goods, except at a dead loss ; and their 
legitimate commercial operations, as regards the intercourse 
between India and England, arc thus materially obstructed. 
I take this to be entirely owing to the system now prevailing, of 
the government being traders in their own country. It would be 
avast advantage to the Indian merchants, if they could be allowed 
to make their remittances by way of China ; but there they are 
obstructed also ; and there the obstruction is, . as it appears to 
me, of great national importance. If the trade of China were 
perfectly free, the merchants of India would increase their con- 
signments to China, and from the sale-proceeds of those con- 
signments they might be enabled to purchase the bills of the 
British traders on England at a reasonable rate of exchange, 
and thereby make remittances upon favourable terms. At pre- 
sent they are precluded from this advantage ; the consequence 
is, that the returns for their consignments to China arc necessa- 
rily sent back to* India ; they go back to India partly in bills 
granted by the supercargoes in China on the Indian govern- 
ments at a low rate- of exchange, and partly on bullion and 
goods. During the years 1828-9 the exchange from Canton on 
Calcutta was but 200 rupees for 100 Spanish dollars, whilst the 
par of exchange is 207 rupees for 100 Spanish dollars. The 
same tiling took place with regard to the exchange on Bombay ; 
private merchants could only get bills at 212 rupees for 100 
Spanish dollars, instead of 220, the real par. The consequence 
of this obstruction is, that private merchants are under the nc- 
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22 Mar. 1830. ccssity of carrying back such goods^ in small quantities, as wiH 
sell in India ; and of late years, particularly as the Company's 
J?. lUckttidt, treasury in Canton has been shut against bills on this countiy*, 
of returning to India with large quantities ’of bullion. There w 
scarcely a ship that has lately come from Canton to Calcutta that 
has not brought back dollars and Sycee silver to a great amount. 
Instead, therefore, of the ordinary advantages of legitimate traf- 
fic, the Indian merchants are actually deprived of those means 
of remittance to England which they are most desirous of ac- 
complishing. and through which the national interest would be 
greatly promoted.. In this way there is, as I conceive, a most 
important obslrnetion thrown in the way of the commercial 
intercourse between India and England, by the restrictions on 
trade arising out of the system of the Company’s China mo- 
nopoly. 

SiSOa. IIow does that interference affect the dealings witli the 
Chinese at Canton ? — The dealings with the Chinese at Can- 
ton would he proportionally increased if the trade was thrown 
open, because it would encourage greater exports from thb 
country, and larger exports from India to China, if the Indian 
merchants had the means of remitting to England, which they 
arc now in search of, and in which they are so much obstructed. 

3490a. Do you consider the exports from China as sufficient 
to afford the means of remittance for all the exports which it is 
now so difficult to obtain ?— *1 have no doubt that from such a 
country as China almost any amount might be provided for the 
purpose jaf returns to this country, to India, and to other parts 
of the world. 

3491a. On what authority do you form that opinion? — I 
ground it upon the belief that such a country as China, with 
all Its varieties of soil and climate, and occupied by a naturally 
industrious population, cannot fail to produce all the articles 
which it now yields in far greater quantities than it now does. 

3492a. Have you any communication or information enabling 
you to form an opinion of the anxiety of the Chinese to extend 
their trade ?— I believe that the Chinese are a perfectly com- 
mercial people. Wherever the Chinese have been established, 
in Sincapore, in Java, in Borneo, and in the others eastern islands 
where lliey are settled in great numbers, they are found to be the 
principal traders, and the most industrious people in the coun- 
try. I therefore take the Chinese, generally speaking, to be a 
perfectly commercial people, and exceedingly anxious to extend 
their commercial dealings, in spite of any restrictive regulations 
that may be imposed upon them by the Chinese government. 

3193a. Have you had any specific examples brought to 
your notice of the desire on the part of the Chinese, in other 
polls than Canton, to open a communication with English mer- 
chants ? Yes. I have in my possession an extract of a letter 
fiom an European mei chant who had visited China, to his friend 



SELECT CdSIlVtlTTEE or tub HOUSE OF COMMONS. 439 

atid coFrespondcnl in Calcutta. It is dated Canton, 19th Sep- 22 Mar, 1830. 

tember, 1S23, and* the extract is as follows : • ^ “7“ . 

' . ■ ‘ . jB. lUckardSf 

“ The Manilla people only are allowed liberty to trade to Amoy, 
which \Fould have been granted to us could we have waited. A 
mandarin followed us seven miles from the ^ort of Amoy to entreat 
our return^ which, however, our plans would not admit of. We 
^ experienced civil treatment, even from the mandarins of rank, and 
the cbmplaisance of the inhabitants generally formed an agreeable 
contrast to the haughty demeanour of the lowest here (Canton). 

The single circumstance of foreigners not being denied women (as 
they are most rigidly here, Canton) .speaks vohipms. No foreigner is 
allowed to remain after the departure of his ship. As* far as we 
could learn, no charge similar to measurenmut-duty is levied on 
foreign ships. The government revenue is derived from an export 
duty,- which the foreigner pays on his expprt cargo : but this duty 
appears to be not fixed ; and I suspect the injudiciousness of the 
mandarins in increasing it beyond bounds, is the cause of the dis- 
continuance of the trade by the Manilla people. It is probable that, 
with a view to bring it back, the mandarins would now be more 
reasonable. They seemed to say that the Hong merchants of Amoy 
arc pretty much in the bankrupt situation of those here (Canton). 

They inquired much for most of the articles fi'om the eastern isles 
imported in their junks; and also for rice, for whXch they rely mainly on 
Formosa ; but we could form no idea of the price to be obtained for 
them. The prices of the European ai tides we saw in the shops 
were not so much above the Canton rates as was to be expected. 1 
am very keen for an adventure to Amoy, for the purpose of opening 
new channels for opium in that quarter, the chief mart of its con- 
sumption ; but it is too weighty a concern for us to .^undertake 
singly ; and I have contented myself with writing to Manilla for 
information, and with sounding our friends there on the subject. As 
you have already adventured in a Chinese bottom, you will, I hope, 
give a lift to our plans also. The foreign trade in junks is not 
contraband in China, since the accession of the present family (about 
1660.) It is connived at hy the government^ and is, I believe, even 
licensed at Amoy, I do not sec why a junk could not load goods 
at Amoy or elsewhere, as if for a foreign port (Manilla, Batavia, 

&c.), and afterwards tranship them to a foreign vessel waiting in 
the neighbourhood.” 

3494a. What, in your opinion, would be the result of 
opening the trade with China to Englishmen generally ? — I 
believe it would liave the effect of extending the commercial 
intercourse between tliis country and the East most materially. 

I ventured in the year 1813 to predict that that would be the 
consequence of opening the trade to India. That opinion is 
most abundantly proved by No. 40 of the “ Papers relating to 
the Finances of India,” which is contained in the collection pre- 
sented by his Majesty’s command in February 18.30, and now 
on this table. It was stated at that time (1813) by the advocates 
of the Company, that it was impossible to increase the export 
traxle to India. I vehtiircd to entertain a different opinion ; and 
I refer to this statement, No. 40, in support of the opinion I 
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then gave. That statement shows that, on the average of 
sixteen years, the Company’s exports of goods to India were onl 3 r 
3,85,650 rupees per annum, whereas the average of sixteen ‘years’ 
exports b>j>rivate individuals from Great Britain is 1,56,96,078 
rupees. %e treasure exported by the East-India Company 
averages 12, 15, 294> rupees, and by individuals 24,40,113 rupees. 
The total of the exports by the East-India Company is there- 
fore 57,10,344 rupees, and by private individuals 1,81,36,191 
rupees. If the whole of the exports by individuals from foreign 
Europe and America contained in that statement be added to 
the English exports; it will give a total of 2,82,54,537 rupees by 
individuals, against 50,71,3^ rupees by the Company. Thus the 
trade to India is proved to have been capable of increase, which 1 
then maintained would be the case ; and though this increase ex- 
ceeds even my expectations, considering all circumstances, still, 
great as it is, 1 have a most jierfcct conviction that if the trade 
to China was also opened, there would be a far greater increase 
qf the exports from this country than is exhibited in this state- 
ment. 

3495a. Are you not aware of the peculiarities of the Chinese 
government with regard to trade, and that a comparison cannot 
therefore be fairly made between India and China as to any 
expected increase ?~1 know that the Chinese government have 
imposed restrictive regulations upon the foreign trade of their 
own country ; but I know, at the same time, that these regula- 
tions arc completely set at nought by the commercial spirit of 
the people. 

349Ga. Are you aware that the Chinese government prohibit 
entirely the exportation of silver ? — They do. 

3497a. Have you any means of stating to the Committee 
what quantities arc annually exported notwithstanding those 
prohibitions? — 1 have ah eady stated in a former answer, that 
large quantities of silver were necessarily exported from Canton 
to Calcutta, and to Bombay, in consequence of the low rate of 
exchange prevailing there, and the impossibility of the Indian 
merchants getting a remittance for their funds to tins country via 
China. 1 have in my ofiice in the city various accounts of remit- 
tances of bullion to Bengal and Bombay in different seasons ; but 
just previous to my coming down to the Committed fell in with 
a Canton price-current and register, winch gives the following as 
the exports of bullion from Canton to Calcutta and Bombay in the 
year 1828. The exportation to Bengal in dollars was 2,1*69,837. 
In Sycee silver, 19,210; South American silver, 55,273; total, 
2 244,320 dollars. The exportation to Bombay in dollars, 
Sycee and South American sdver, 3,423,659 dollars. Total 
exported, 5,667,979 dollars. The importations of dollars in the 
season 1828 arc stated in the same registci* to amount to about 
2,301<,800 ; and tlic circulation of Company's bills on the Supreme 
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Government of Bengal would probabljr not amount to more than 22 Mar. 1630; 
seventeen lacs of dollars. 1 copied this inforengtion out of the — 
printed register, dated 26tli February 1828. H. 

. B4!98a. Are you not afraid that if the trade were thrown open 
by removing the Company's present exclusive privilege, there 
might be danger of interruption to the trade with Englishmen ? 

—Not the least. I am clearly of opinion that we have means, 
and more powerful means, of controlling the trade with China, 
than the Chinese government itself. 

34990, On what do you found that opjnion?— From the 
printed oiRcial statements before the public. * dt appears in one 
of them, vez. No. 29 of Papers, &c. 4th Junp 1829, that out of 
15,000,000 of imports into Canton in one year, 11,000,000 
were of the article of opium. Now the Chinese, although it 
is a prohibited article, arc in the constant habit of using it, 
the higher ranks as well as the lower ranks. They cannot 
therefore do without it. It is well known that those persons 
who are in the habit of using opium cannot leave it off ; thfi 
Chinese would therefore require importations of opium to the 
same extent as formerly. They require also large supplies of 
dollars ; for it is a curious fact, as stated in the register I have 
before quoted, that the importation of dollars into China in the 
year referred to was only 2,304,800, when the exports to Bom- 
bay and Bengal amounted to above 5,600^000. In this state of 
export and import, it is therefore clear that China must be in 
constant need of a supply of dollars, which, in the case supposed, 
it could only procure h-oni private traders. The Chinese also 
require to be supplied, as stated in the extract of the letter I 
gave in, with rice from the island of Formosa. It is understood 
that two, at least, of the provinces on the eastern side of China 
are deficient in that commodity, and that if those supplies were 
stopped it would go a great way to create disturbance in the 
country. Although 1 do not anticipate any such obstruction 
as is contemplated in the question (for 1 have no idea that the 
Chinese would have the least objection to the opening of the 
trade), still if measures of coercion should be rendered eventually 
necessary, the employment of two or three cruizers upon the 
coast would effectually prevent the entrance of those very im- 
portant supplies into China, which I have above enumerated; 
the consequence, of which would be great distress to the 
Chinese themselves^ and, in all probability, immediate con- 
cessions and advances for a renewal of friendly intercourse, 
even if they had been previously disposed, under the orders of 
their own government, to obstruct it. Let it also be recollected 
that they would have, if the trade were stopped, large supplies 
of tea on hand ; and if they could not seD those teas to English 
merchants, I should be glad to know to whom they would sell 
them. In this respect our means of influencing the trade are 
also great, for a stoppage of the tea- trade would be attended 
with incalculable distress to a vast mass of population in the 
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22 Mar. 1830. tea districts; it is therefore to the full as much their interest 

to sell as it is ours to buy. But if all these means and powerful 

^jf**^*^*' incentives were to fail, we have still a hope left; for it 4s well 
known by those gentlemen who have lived in the Eastern 
Islands for some time, that the Chinese merchants established 
in those islands would at any time contract with foreigners upon 
the spot to supply any quantity of tea, and of any quality that 
might be desired. If dierefore English ships were prohibited 
going to China, I conceive that supplies of tea and other Chinese 
articles might just as easily be got from Sincapore, or Java, 
and other ports in the Eastern Archipelago, as they can now 
from China itself. These then arc the grounds of my belief, 
that, under all cirdhmstances, we have the means of controlling 
the trade with China, even more effectually than the Chinese 
government itself; for when the Chinese merchants and the 
mass o¥ the community find that they have an interest in carry- 
ing on certain branches of trade, they will do it ; as is sufficiently 
manifest in their importation of opium, and export of silver, in 
spite of the most severe laws that can be enacted by their own 
government. 

3500a. Are you of opinion, that it is as much the interest of 
China to trade with us, as it is of England to trade with China? 
—I think so, if not more. 

3501a. In what way do you consider that a few English 
cruisers would so influence the Chinese government as to oblige 
them to open the trade, if, by any circumstance, it was once 
interrupted ? — I allude to that as an extreme case, and of course 
only to be resorted to in the event of its being found indis- 
pensably necessary, or justified by some previous act of aggres- 
sion on the part of the Chinese authorities. 1 am far from 
thii king it one .that is likely to happen ; but if it should be 
necessary to control the government of China by force, I think 
that, by the means I have suggested, you might effectuall}'' ac- 
complish the intended object. I repeat, however, that I do 
not anticipate }ou ever would be obliged to have recourse to 
any such measure of hostility ; for m} firm belief is, that the 
Chinese would gladly hail the approach of free-traders, and 
receive their goods, giving theirs in return, without the least 
difficulty. 

3502a. Have you known of any circumstance obliging the 
Chinese government to make terms with individuals interrupt- 
ing their trade ? — I am not acquainted with any that I could 
speak very decidedly to ; I have heard of such occurrences, but 
the public records are probably the best iluthority on this head. 

3503a. Do }ou suppose it would be necessary to export 
bullion to China for the purchase of tea, silks, and other articles 
which would be required by the extended trade you contem- 
plate?— Certainly not, no more than it’is now necessary to 
cxpoit bullion to India. The trade would soon fall into chan- 
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Dels Vhich would render it easy for .British merchants resorting 22 Mar 1830 

to China to furnish themselves with funds, by giving bills to 

India itierchantB, or their representatives in China, or to agents R^ltards, 
on the spot ; and funds would thus be raised to any required 
extent upon reasonable terms, such as would enable the trade 
to be carried on, in all probability, with advantage to both 
parties. 

3504a. Is it your opinion that the operation of the trade at 
Canton would be equally beneficial to India as to England, in 
promoting the general commerce between all the three coun- 
tries ?^The advantage that would result to the Indian mer- . 
chants from making the trade to China pei/ectly free, and by 
thus promoting British exports, appears to me to be absolutely 
incalculable. 

S505a. Is not the export of goods to India at the •present 
moment limited by the difficulty of obtaining returns? — Most 
certainly; in the way I have explained. 

3506a. Is it youi opinion that the exports from Cliina to 
England, and to the rest of the world, which might be available 
by English merchants, would remove that difficulty, and con- 
sequently increase the general trade, not only from China, but 
from England to India? — It would, in my opinion, increase it 
incalculably. I cannot express niy conviction on this head too 
strongly, 

3507a. And these are the grounds on which you consider 
such advantages would accrue to both India and England from 
a free intercourse with China? — Yes. 

3508a. Do you know how the Company pay their invest- 
ments in China, as it is evident from the official returns that 
they do not send out manufactures equal to purchase their in- 
vestments ?-— I have always been of opinion, ever since I had 
the first opportunity, in the year 1812-13, of analyzing the Com- 
pany’s accounts, that their trade is entirely supplied by their 
revenues ; and that, so far from their commerce ever being of 
the slightest aid to the territorial concern, it is the territory 
that alone supports and upholds their commerce. They could 
not, in my opinion, carry on trade without the support of the 
revenue. Their^ supplies of investments, both from India and 
China, are invariably furnished by Indian revenues. 

S509a. Is it your opinion that the government of India, under 
these circumstances, would be maintained better by the Com- 
pany not being traders, either to India or to China, than as 
they now are? — I am quite sure that it would. I have no 
doubt that it wrould be found, upon a careful examination of the 
official accounts which have been laid before Parliament, that 
there has been a su^plus revenue from the territories of India, 
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22 Mar. IHJO. to a very considerable amount, for the last thirty-five 6r tliirty* 

six years at the least, which accounts I have had an opportunity 

of inspecting. That surplus revenue would have enabled &e 
Company to carry on the political concern without any foreign 
aid whatever. 1 consider, on the other hand, that the commerce 
of the £ast-India Company is the sole cause of all their incum- 
brances and debts. I avail myself with pleasure of the oppor- 
tunity which the question affords me, of adding my unreserved 
belief, from a careful examination of the records of the India 
Company, which have been printed and circulated in four large 
folio volumes, for the use, I believe, of their servants abroad— 
from the ability displayed in those records, and the anxious 
disposition uniformly expressed to promote the welfare of their 
territorial possessions, that the East-India Company will be 
found to be by far •the best organ or instrument that His 
Majesty’s Government can employ for the future political ad- 
ministration of that country ; and I do lament most sincerely 
that they should ever think it necessary to mix up a commercim 
character with their political one, inasmuch as I conscientiously 
believe their commerce to be their bane. 

3510a. Will you be prepared, at a future period, to submit to 
the Committee a statement, showing how far the revenues of 
India are, in your opinion, from the documents laid before Par- 
liament, adequate to maintain the government of that country 
whithout the aid or interference of commerce ?— Yes, I am 
perfectly prepared to prove it now. 

3511a. You have stated, that by the Company going into the 
market in India as merchants, considerable derangement and 
increase of price takes place at various places where their in- 
vestments are purchased : are you able to state what effect the 
sales of those investments have on the general state of com- 
merce in England, when they take place ? — As far as regards 
their interfering with the purchase of goods in India, I have 
already stated, that whenever the Company’s agents are known 
to be in the market, it invariably has the vfiect of running up 
the prices from 15 to 30 per cent. The price of cotton, for 
example, I have known to be run up by this cause. Since I 
have left India I have also known of many instances, from cor- 
respondence I have carried on with India, where the same effect 
has been produced in other articles. I remember, upon one 
occasion, that when the Company first entered 'into the indigo 
trade, the government of Bengal were afraid of makirtg their 
purchases openly for the Company’s investment. They em- 
ployed an agent upon the spot to make purchases for them. It 
was very soon found out by the resident merchants of Calcutta 
that there was a Company’s agent in the market, and the price 
was run up in the course of about eight or ten days from 190 
rupees a maund to 230, 240, and 250 rupees a maund. I 
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. jbappen to know of one house in Calcutta, that having made a 
purchase of a considerable quantity of indigo at 190 rupees per ^ ^Mards 
. maund, sold it in a . few days aflerwards for SSO or 240 rupees ' ’ 

per xhaund, and thus realized upon the resale of it, in conse- 
quence of ttie Company being in the market, between three and 
four lacs of rupees before they had had time to pay for the 
original purchase. 

.3512a. Would not that rise in price be occasioned b} any 
other great customer coming into the market ? — By such a 
customer as the East-India Company. 

351Sa. Do you know any persons trading to India who have 
the capital at command that the East-India Company have, to ' 
go into the market and purchase so largely of any commodity? 

—I know of no capital that the Company possess, except what 
they obtain annually from their revenues in India ; J>ut that 
capital is so enormous, that it is impossible for any private 
merchant to compete with them. 

3514a. Can you state any effect that has been produced on 
the markets in England by the Compai^’s sales of their large 
purchases ?— In some instances it may afifect the markets here ; 
but the Company's sales in general of their goods have been 
very fairly made, and 1 would not say that it affects the markets 
here materially, although in some instances it may have done so. 

3515a. You consider the effects to be principally in their 
making their purchases in India ? — That is the great cause of 
derangement, and which is absolutely ruinous to the commer- 
cial intercourse between the two countries. 

3516a. Are you able to state how far that principle may 
apply to their purchases in Canton ?— Their purchases in Canton 
are made, as I stated before, by supplies, in- a great measure, 
which are forwarded from India in goods to Canton for that 
purpose ; those goods are either taken in kind from the revenues 
of India, as 1 have before explained in respect to the west of 
India, or else they are purchased in the public market, as in 
Bengal, at a price far almve that which the private merchants 
would give ; and as long as the China monopoly is continued, 
these injuries will also be perpetuated. 

3517a. You refer now to the proportion of goods which the 
Company purchase in India ?— Yes. 

3518a. How does.that affect the purchase of tea? — Upon a 
fair mercantile statement of the concern, it would certainly 
affect the out-turn of the speculation. 

3519a. Do you mean to say that much of the Company’s 
revenue is collected in kind in Bombay ? — 1 know that it was 
when I was in India, in the cotton districts belonging to the 
company on the western side of the peninsula. They were 
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constantly in the habit of taking their proportion of the cottofi 
produce, or half of the gross produce, in kind. 

3520a* Was not that always a very small proportion of the 
cotton exported from India to China ^ — Not a small proportion. 
I know that in Bengal they purchase cotton ; but I have letters 
from gentlemen in Calcutta, stating that the prices in the year 
1821 of cotton to the East-India Company was about 25rupe.es 
per maund, when it was procurable by private merchants at the 
.rate of 15. This was ascertained from the circumstance of the 
Company having sent out orders to Calcutta, that the com- 
manders and officeis of their ships should only be allowed to 
take cotton to China on condition of taking it from the Com- 
pany at the prices which it cost them. In another year it was 
stated that the cost was in the same way to the captains and 
officers of the Indiamen 18 rupees, when the current market 
price of it in Calcutta was 14. 

3521a. What, in your opinion, would be the effect of opening 
the trade to China to the English generally ; would it give the 
British merchants any advantage over the Americans and 
Dutch, or other people, for the supply of Europe ? — A very 
great advantage over all other nations ; and that advantage 
would arise out of the facilities which 1 have before mentioned, 
that would be mutually granted to each other by the Indian and 
the British traders. It would also give a great advantage to 
British merchants, in as far as it would enable them to supply 
all our colonies, South America, and even the countries of 
Europe, with Chinese produce, which they could do then upon 
better terms than the Americans, or the French, or the Por- 
tuguese, or Dutch, or any other nation that has been in the 
habit of trading to China. The advantages of opening the 
trade to China, both to England and to India, as I before said, 
appear to me to be quite incalculable. 

3522a. Are our colonies principally supplied with Chinese 
produce by other countries ? — The Americans now participate 
very largely in the carrying trade; but I have had conversa- 
tions myself with Americans on this very subject, and their 
apprehension is, that if the trade to China were once thrown 
open to British merchants, they (the Americans) would be 
entirely thrown out of the market. There is doubtless some 
cause for this alarm, from what has already taken place in 
India.^ In consequence of the degree of freedom given to the 
trade in India since 1813, British merchants have completely 
excluded the Americans from that country ; it is therefore no 
unreasonable conclusion that the same effect would be produced 
by opening the trade to China. The Americans are at all 
events alive to it as a probable result. 
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Mortis 23 die Martii^ 1830. 

HENRY WILLIAM MASTERSON, Es^. called in, and 
examined. 

3523a. I BELIEVE you are vice-consul at Rotterdam ?— lam. 23 Mar. 1830. 

3524a. You do not receive any salary ?— No; I have never 
received any remuneration from any one on that account. ' 

3525a. Are you engaged in trade ? — For the last fifteen years 
I have had the superintendence of a commercial concern at Rot- 
terdam. ^ 

3526a. Is that commercial concern upon an extensive scale ? 

—It has been upon an extensive scale. 

3527a. Have you directed much of your attention to the tea- 
trade in Holland ? — I have for the last ten or twelve years 
past. • 

3528a. Can you exhibit any view of the tea-trade, and for 
what period ?~I can lay before the Committee a statement 
made up by myself, containing a view of the Netherlands tea- 
trade for the last twelve years, distinguishing the quantity im- 
ported by the Dutch, and by Americans, the only other parties 
who have been engaged in the trade. About half a million of 
quarter-chests of tea have been imported in that period, giving 
an average annual importation of about 41,000 quarter-chests. 

3529a. Does that include the whole of the Netherlands? — 

It includes Belgium and the whole of the Netherlands. The 
statement exhibits about threc-fiflhs of the trade in the hands 
of the Americans, and two-hflhs only in the hands of the Dutch, 
during the whole of that period. The statement shows also the 
duties and prices ; the duty varies from five-eighths of a penny 
per English pound to four-pence and five-eighths, according to 
circumstances, bringing it into English money and weights. 

3530a. Is that an ad valorem duty ? — No ; there was an ad 
valorem duty of 10 per cent, in 1818, when this statement com- 
mences ; but some alteration was then made with a view of 
favouring the Dutch flag, which has not, however, had that 
effect : indeed the duties are so low, that the difference between 
importations by Dutch and foreign fiags is only about an English 
penny in the lower prices, and on the higher prices it is nothing. 

3531a. Are there any duties paid upon importations in foreign 
bottoms into* the Dutch ports ? — For the lower sorts of teas, 
instead of five-eighths of a penny by a Dutch vessel, it is one 
penny and five-eighths by foreign vessels, and there is a duty of 
a tenth upon English vessels ; that is a general additional duty 
upon all articles imported in English vessels. 

3532a. Will you have tlie goodness to deliver in the state- 
ment you have prepared?— [TAe tvitness delivered in the saine^ 
which was ready as JbUws:'] 
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1 _ 

IMPORTATIONS, 



Netherland 

Veinels. 

1 United States 
Vessels. 

1 


Number 

J of whole 
' Careocs. 

Quantity 

^chists. 

37,381 

1 Number 
of whole 
' Cargoes. 

Quantity 
in whole 
or brokei 
Cargoes. 

. TOTAL 

1 

V Imports. 

1818 

6. 

8 

j chests, 
53,154 

^ chests 
90,535 

1810 

’ 1 

6,048 

11 

52,981 

59,929 

1820 

3 

14,029 

12 

59,343 

73,372 

< 

1821 

1 

6.279 

2 

10,934 

17,213 

1822 

2 

8,987 

4 

19,037 

1 

28,024 

1823 1 

— 

— 

4 

26,192 

26,192 

1824 

1 

6,811 

2 

6,212 

13,023 S 

1025 

1 

6,364 

5 

.30,860 

37,224 1 

1826 

6 

37,764 

1 

8,004 

45,768 V 

1827 

4 

23,583 

— 1 

4,455 

28,038 1 

1828 

4 

29,834 

3 

1 

16,838 

46,672 I/ 

1829 

3 

21,034 

1 

1 

5,358 

26,392 [ 


32 

199,014 

53 293,368 

492,382 


TEA TRADE TO 


DUTIES ON 


Dy Nethrrland Vessels. 


10 per cent, ad valorem. 

If Imported direct 

Bohea and low Congo^ 5*| tbs of a 
guilders 6 cents per 100 Ne- >penn 7 per 
theiland lbs J Bug. lb. 

Other sorts, 10 guilders 12 ? iJtbs of a 

cents S penny. 

If imported vndireet: 

Bohea and W Congo, 16 Sit 
guilder, 19 cent,,...,:..... 


cents. 


Other sorts, 32 guilders 38 ? ^ pence I 
ntb. { ^ * J 


' If imported duect, and in whole Cargoes 
Bohea and low Congo, 71 |ths of a 
guilders per 100 Netherland ^ penny per 
lbs J Eng. lb. 


peony. 


Other sorts, 12 guilders 


ijT imported indirectf in broken Cargoes 

Bohea and low Congo, 18 



All other sorts, 34 guilders 3 pence. 


Imported direct, in whole Cargoes : 
As before. 


If imported indirect, in broken Cargoes ; 

Bohea and low Congo, 27 'I 2} pence 
guilders per 100 Netherland >per Eng. 

lbs. Jib. 

All other sorts, 51 guilders. . 4f tbs pence “ 


N.B.— The different sized packages of tea have all been brought to quarter-cbests in the 
above Table. The | chest, taken at 66 English lbs. net, makes the average annual import 
2^700,000 lbs. The average consumption is estimated at 2,600|000 lbs. 

HoUerdtun, the 8lh March, 1830. 
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THE ‘NETHERLANDS. 


IMPORTATIONS. 


By Foreign Vpsaels. 


No difference . 




No difference . 


[ ■ 

I Bobea and lour ) Ifths 

/Congo, IS guilders > penny per , ; 
er 100 N. lb .... ) Eng. Ib. / 
All otharsorts,! 3 
guilders 


I Vper 100 
if All 
134 guiU 


If direct^ in whoU Carqoa : 

Bohea and low 1 Ifths 
Congo, 18 guilders, J penny 

All other sorts, I - 
l34goUdar. .71 3 pence. 

I Indirect, and in broken Cargoes : 
Bohea and low \ 

Congo^ 27 guilders, } * 

All other sorts, I 4|ths 
.51 guilders } pence. J 


PRICES 

(Duty paid)* 

Taken about the middle of each Year. 


In Dutch Money, 
per 4 Netherlaiid Ib. 


Black, H to 51 stiven, ) 
N. lb. (low Bohea (o fine > 

Souchong) . 3 

Green,23 to 75 stivers* (com. 1 
mon Skin to fine Hyson)/ 

Black, 10 to 50 stivers 


In English Money, 
per English lb. 


Green, 16 to 56 » 


5. d . ; / 3. d. 

Black, 0 10 to. 3 10 

Green, 1 9 to' 5 7^ 
Black, 0 9 to 3 9 
Green, 1 2§ to 4 2^ 


Black, 10 to 42 — Black, 0 9* to 3 2 


Green, 17 to 54 — 
Black, 10 to 40 — 
Green, 16 to 42 — * 


Black, 16 to 48 
Green, 22 to 56 
Black, 15 to 42 
Green, 23 to 51 
Black, 16 to 45 
Green, 27 to 50 
Black, 1 6 to 55 
Green, 28 to 50 
Black, 10 to 45 
Green, 19 to 46 


Black, 10 to 40 — 
Green, 18 to 48 — 

Black, 9 to 45 
Green, 15 to 42 

Black, 10 to 48 — 
Green, 17 to 50 » 


Green, 1 
Black, 0 


3 to 4 0 
9 to 3 0 


Green, 1 24 to 3 2 


Black, 1 
Green, 1 
Black, 1 
Green, 1 
Black, 1 
Green, 1 
Black, 1 
Green, 2 
Black, 0 
Green, 1 


2i to 3 7 

8 to 4 3{ 
li to 3 2 

104 to 3 10 
2} to 3 4^ 
11 to 3 ' 
2\ to 4 
1 to 3 

9 to 3 
5 to 3 


9 

4 

9 

44 

H 


Black, 0 9 to 3 0 

Green, 1 4 to 3 7 

Black, 0 8 to 3 4^ 

Green, 1 to 3 2 

Black, 0 9 to 3 7 

Green, 1 3 to 3 9 


N^dO^From -ifii to -giths of a penny must be Added to the foregoing specific duties on tea, 
for the general augmentation en the duties of all goods, which varies from year to year, and 
has fluctuated between 13 and 15 per cent. H. W. Mastbrson. 
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23 Mar. 1830. 3533a. Wliat is the population of the Netherlands ? — Six mll- 

rr FJsrTT”. * two milHons for Holland, and four millions for Belmuin* 

mitwr m^dOSlCTSOflf TV ini« • r\' 

Esq, 35340. Do the Belgians consume much tea? — Comparatively 
with the Dutch, very little. 

35350. Is any part of the tea brought into Holland exported? 
— A portion is exported, but a very small one, as Hamburgh 
competes with Holland in the exportation to the interior *of 
Germany. Some portion of tea goes from Holland even as far 
as Poland ; it is supposed with the intention of smuggling it into 
Russia. , * 


3536a.. Does any of it find its way up the Rhine ? — Yes, some 
green tea to Germany, and some black tea to Poland, for the 
purpose I have mentioned. 

3537a. Do the Dutch consume more black or more green 
tea ? — Yhe Dutch consume more black than green teas. Some 
provinces, Friesland for example, more green than black. Bra- 
bant, which is supplied from Holland, as it imports very little 
tea, takes chiefly green tea from Holland. Some very fine 
hyson and gunpowder tea is supposed to find a particular de- 
mand, at present, in Holland for Brabant, for the consumption 
of the numerous English settlers in Brussels and that quarter, 
who take the higher-priced teas. 

3538a. Has the consumption of teas in Holland been increas- 
ing since 1818 ?— It has been stationary ; it is supposed to be 
about 2,400,000 pounds Dutch, about 2,700,000 pounds Eng- 
lish. The consumption is supposed to be about 40,000 chests : 
the importation is about 41,000 chests. 

3539a. Can you describe the quality of the tea consumed in 
Holland? — From my own knowledge, I will not take upon 
myself to speak pf the quality of tea. 1 have brought with me 
samples of a cargo of tea which is now selling at Amsterdam, 
and which is considered by the trade in Holland as a good cargo, 
and may be considered a fair specimen of tea exported from 
China by foreigners ; these samples are of tea which will have 
been sold on the 17th instant. 

[ The xvitness produced the sameJ] 

3540a. Have you any means of knowing whether that is the 
same quality or inferor in quality to that which is consumed in 
England ? — From my own knowledge 1 cannot pretend to speak; 
but I have a case in point, of a person in Holland having re- 
quired some tea, about a year since, of a particular quality, 
good souchong, which was not at that time to be obtained in 
Holland. He sent a sample of what he required to a merchant 
in England. I have the letter with me which he received in 
reply, and I will produce it: it is dated London, the 2d of 
May 1829, and it is as follows My broker has just tasted 
the sample of tea referred to in yours bf the 18th ultimo, 
and pronounces it superior to any we have here at the present 
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nioraeiit. Sonie.equa1 to itmay arrive by the ships daily expected ; 23 Mar. IR.30. 

and if so/he will report to me, and it shall be communicated, to ^ 

you, and for that purpose the remainder of ydur sample will be 
retained : it wbtild be worth here, I mean as a legal importation, 

4a. 2d. to 4a. 4td. per 1b.’* The grocer’s shop price for that tea in 
Rotterdam was 42 stivers, duty of 3^ stivers paid ; or at the rate 
of 2s. 10 Jd. per English pound, duty off. 

d541a. Was there much of that tea, a sample of which was 
sent to this country, in Holland ? — There was none of it. 1 pre- 
sume that the person in question had five or six quarter-chests ot 
it, a portion of a parcel he had bought from the cargo of the 
American ship Washington. 

3542o. Was it select tea ? — 1 know nothing of it further than 
that he had bought some of the tea, and wanted some more. 

3543a. Do you happen to know whether it arose fron^the teas 
in England being two years old that the dealer of Rotterdam 
could not obtain tea of a similar quality to the sample he sqnt 
over?— I never heard any detail further than this letter exhibits, 
which he put into my hands at the time. 

3544a. Do you mean to state, that it is the course of trade 
for merchants in Holland to send for tea to England in that way ? 

—No, it is quite an uncommon thing ; I never heard of such a 
thing before. It was the grocer’s own idea that he could get the 
tea he wanted in that way. 

3545a. Do you mean to say 4s. 4d. is the average price of 
souchong at the Company’s sales ? — No, it was a particularly 
good quality. The letter states that there was no. quality so good 
here at the time, but that the price would be 4^ . 4d. for that 
quality, the price of which was 42 stivers in Holland. 

3546a. Is not the souchong a black tea ? — lt*is. 

3547a. Is tliat of the highest quality ? — It is not the highest 
priced in Holland : we have souchong in Holland as high as .56 
stivers, but there was none of that particular description in the 
market. 

3548a. Can you give the Committee any idea of the relative 
prices of tea in England and Holland ?— I can give no better 
idea of the relative prices than by this instance ; the prices in 
the table 1 have delivered in show that tea has been very sta- 
tionary in value ; there has been very little fluctuation for ten 
years ; 8^. has been the lowest price, and lOd. the highest for 
the lowest quality of bohea; this is the wholesale price, duty 
paid. 

3549a. Have you any account of all die descriptions of teas ? 

— To make up the table 1 have delivered in, I have taken 
three descriptions of black tea, bohea, Congo, and souchong ; 
and two descriptions of green, hyson-skin and hyson. The 
prices have varied during twelve years, for black tea, from bohea 

3n 
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23 Mar. 1830. to the best souchong, as follows ; the lowest rates haviO be€9 
from Sd. to lOd., and the highest from 3s. to 4is. 

H,W.MuHterson, , . » . . w 

£sq, 3550a. Then the fluctuation has been for the lowest quality 
from Sd. to lOflf., and for the best quality from Ss. to 4s. 

—Yes, that has been the greatest fluctuation in twelve years. The 
lowest price I find of hyson skin is Is. Sd., duty paid and the 
highest price for that lowest quality of green seems to be 2s.ld., 
and the highest for the best quality 5s. 7^. 

3551a. Is the boliea the lowest description of tea ? — It is. 

• 3552a. Is the best^ of the bohea equal to any description of 
Congo, or not ? — N6, 1 am not aware that it is. 

3553a. The congd is the next quality ; is any of that equal to 
souchong ? — No ; at least the prices indicate so. 

3554^. Can you state the price of tea sold retail in Holland, 
and compare that with the price of tea sold wholesale ? — ^The 
retail prices, as compared with the wholesale prices in Holland, 
show a very great difference in the low qualities, but in the 
higher qualities the retail prices differ but little from the whole- 
sale prices. In the lower qualities, of course, the shopkeeper, 
whose profits arc very great, is obliged to allow of its being 
apparent than he is making 50 per cent, profit, because he can 
mix no tea of an inferior price with that which is of the lowest 
quality ; but in the higher price of tea, he invariably sells at 
nearly the prices which he buys at wholesale, because he mixes 
inferior teas with those superior qualities, and because he has a 
considerable profit in the allowance of draff and tare upon the 
purchase of them; but bohea tea, of which the prices are at 8(f. 
and lOd. wholesale, is about 16 stivers a pound retail, Is. 2^. 
per English pound. 

3555a. Have you any information with respect to the pro- 
portion which the retail price in Holland bears to the wholesale 
price in England ? — The letter I have produced states 42 stivers 
to be the retail price in Holland of tea, which was stated 
to be worth 50d. English wholesale. Now, the difference be- 
tween 50d. per pound, the English wholesale price, and 42 
stivers, the Dutch retail price, is equal to 32 per cent. 

3556a. Docs either of the prices you have stated include the 
duty ?— I have lefl out the amount of duty in both cases ; the 
retail dealer’s profits are included in the Dutch' price. 

3557a. Are the prices you have named as existing at Rotter- 
dam the wholesale prices, including the profit of the retail 
dealer ? — For a single quarter-chest. 

3558a. And the prices in this country are the wholesale 
prices as they exist at the India-House for large quantities ? — 
For a lot, I presume. I am not aware of the previous cor* 
respondence that passed between the parties in this case ; but a 
fe>v chests only could have been wanted. 
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3559ff.' You have stated the duty to be from five-eighths of a 23 Mar. 1830. 

f enny to 4^. and five-eighths ; and* in the wholesale price you 

ave given of the different qualities of tea, you have reckoned 
the duty paid : can you state what difference it would have 
made if you had taken off the duty in those different cases ? — ^It 
is matter of calculation and could be easily ascertained, as it 
depends upon the quality of the several sorts of tea. 


3560a. Are the Committee to understand that in calculating 
the price, including the duty, you are to deduct five-eighths of a 
penny ‘from the lowest quality,. and and five-eighths from 
the highest? --You may take it as a general* rule to deduct 
and five-eighths from the highest quality wi^ioOt exception ; but 
the duties upon the lower depend upon the nature of the impor- 
tation, whether by Dutch or foreign vessels. 

3561a. Can you describe the character and constitution of the 
trading company in Holland ? — ^The company was established in 
1824, for tr^e to all parts of the world, with a view to promote 
the trade of the country generally, and Netherland manufactures 
particularly. The capital originally amounted to 37,000,000 
guilders, that is, about £3,000,000 sterling ; it has been reduced 
to 27,000,000 guilders. 

3562a. Has that reduction been occasioned by losses in 
trade? — I believe it has been reduced by losses considerably 
more than that ; but they have reduced their nominal capital 
to that extent, by buying up some of their bonds in the 
market. 


3563a. Do they trade very extensively? — They commenced 
trading to all parts of the world; but they have’ found it unpro- 
fitable in most branches, and they have restricted themselves to 
a few at present. 

3564a. Has their trade in tea been a losing or a gainful con- 
cern?— It has been a favourite object, particularly with the King 
of the Netherlands, that the Dutch should import teas them- 
selves under the Dutch flag, and with that view' they have perse- 
vered in the trade. Since 1825 they have imported about 
100,000 quarter-chests, and they are understood to have lost 
about 25 tonnes of guilders by it ; that is, about £200,000 in the 
tea-trade. 

3565a. How^muqh per cent, is that upon the capital employed ? 
-—To answer that it would be necessary to ascertain what the 
100,000 chests cost. Suppose we took it at 30 stivers per pound 
upon the average, it would bring the value to £800,000, and 
the loss would be about 25 per cent, upon the trade with China. 
In this year (1830) they send no ships to China ; and it is 
generally understood in Holland that they will be guided in doing 
so again or not by the decision which England may come to 
with respect to English merchants being permitted to interfere 
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23 Mir. 1830. in the trade to Holland in tea. In the event of their 
so permitted, it is said the 'company will not perstst in it. 

H* W , Mo^erson 9 

z.Vy. 3566a. Supposing the tea-trade to be thrown open to English 
merchants, do you imagine that the Dutch company will con- 
tinue the trade or not ? — It is reported by persons who state that 
they have it from the Directors themselves, that the company are 
induced to lie by this year, to see what is the result of the preset 
inquiry here; that they have struggled to great disadvantage 
against the Americans, but that in the event of British merchants 
.being enabled to enter on the trade, they will give up all hopes 
'of continuing it. 

3567a. Is it understood what are the grounds on which 
that disadvantage exists of carrying on the trade in Holland?—* 
It is understood in Holland to be caused by their having nothing 
of any value to export to China. 

3568a. Is it conceived, then, that the result of an open trade 
between England and China would be to lower the price of teas 
in Europe ? — It is no doubt the opinion in Holland that as the 
company cannot compete with the Americans, who have a free 
trade, they would be still less able to do so with the English, 
who probably, for the sake of merely obtaining remittances for 
their exports from Hindoobtan to China, if not for their expor- 
tations, manufacturers from England would be able considerably 
to undersell the Americans. 7 he Dutch, as well as the mer- 
chants of other nations, have latterly given up the hope of 
importing teas or colonial produce to any profit upon the cost 
prices, and are aware that they can merely import to advantage 
as remittances for exports. 

3569a. Is not the Dutch Company limited in its exportations 
to the manufactqrcs of Belgium ? — They have exported from 
Holland very little latterl> to China, and hardly any Ncthcrland 
manufactures ; \hey have even sent rice to China from Java. 
With the permission of the Committee, I will read an extract 
from a discourse of M. Schimraclpennick, the president of the 
Dutch Trading Company. In addressing the Commissioners in 
June 1828, he says : resultat de nos expeditions pour 

Canton en 1826, qui ont ete realisees en parti durant le cours 
de Tannle 1827, vous sera detaille dans les pieces jointes au 
bilan. Vous y observerez, Messieurs, que, quoique ces dernh^res 
expeditions se soient lis6es avec beaucoup moins de perte que 
les precedentes, ce commerce, si particulierement enjoint a la 
direction, lui a de nouveau coute des sacrifices trop grands pour, 
qu’a la longue, ellc puisse se trouver autorisc^c d y exposer la 
soci6t6.” 

3570a. Arc not the Dutch Company obliged to export Belgian 
manufactures? — It has been proposed to them, as I under- 
stand, to follow the American plan, and ‘to export English 
manufactures ; but they die not able, by the constitution ofthcii 
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eBtablishment, to do so ; they are restricted to their own manu* 23 Mar. 1830. 
factures. • 

S5ila*, Supposini^ they were allowed to exp6rt British manu- 
factures to China, do you not conceive that they might carry on 
the ChinA trade with a greater prospect of advantage than they 
can do now,' being restricted to the export of Belgian manufac- 
tures ?— There seems to be no doubt of it, since the Americans 
carry on the trade ; and it is understood in Holland that the 
Americaps are only enabled to bring tea to Holland at the 
present prices, by the manufactures they import to China* 

The Dutch are aware that the Englis^i, of course, could^\, 
export their own manufactures to as great advantage as 
the Americans; but they suppose, also,* that many of the 
English ' East- India houses have great funds always lying at 
Canton, for which they are anxious to h^d remittances, and are 
heedless whether the goods they invest them in sell for oost-pricc 
or not, so long as the}^ get a good return of the profits already 
realized by their Indian trade to China, which the funds lying 
there represent; upon which principle trade, in all coIoifSal 
produce, has been carrying on for a considerable time. 

S572a. Would the English merchants have a considerable 
advantage in carrying on that trade, inasmuch as it is England 
which produces the article most in requisition in the China 
marketr-— It is understood so in Holland; and that they have 
that further advantage in the exports of raw cotton and other 
goods that go to China from Hindoostan. 

3573a. Are the Dutch Trading Company prohibited from 
sending manufactures of other countries besides England ? — 

They are ; the society was established for the encouragement of 
Dutch trade and manufactures. 

3574a. Supposing the trade between England and China to be 
thrown open, are you not of opinion that a considerable pro- 
portion of the whole tea trade of the world would centre in Eng- 
land ? — My own opinion, and the opinion of most people in 
Holland is, that if the Dutch government were not excited by 
any particular jealousy of England ; that is, if they allowed the 
English to remain upon the same footing as the Americans now 
are, that both the Americans and the Dutch would cease to 
supply Holland with tea, and the whole supply of Holland, 
whatever that iS, would be furnished by British merchants. 

3575a. Should you not say that the chief supply of the Con- 
tinent of Europe would go through this country ?— I should 
suppose so. 

3576a. Do you know whether it is probable that any portion 
of the tea consumed in the United States of America would, 
under those circumstances, be first sent to this country ?— I 
should not wish to«givc an opinion upon that. I have no suffi- 
cient information upon that subject. 
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‘JJ Mai. 1 830. S577rt. Are there any private merchants carrying Mi 

J/ irjiiasirrson Holland at this moment ? — The hxstoi^ of the tea twe 

' in Holland, since the expulsion of the French m 1614, ia aa fol* 
lows : In 1815 a monopoly of the trade wae granted to a 
Dutch company, to prevent,’* as the preamble of the royal 
decree stated, the trade failing into the hands of foreigners.” 
In 1817 that company was dissolved. In 1818, when the tidfe 
1 have given in commences, the Americans took the lead in ffie 
trade. In 1822 an alteration in the duty was made, to favour 
the importation by national vessels. In 1825 the Trading Com* ^ 
pany entered on i^; and In 1826 Dutch importations again 
became considerable, but were still unprofitable, and were again 
abandoned by private Dutch merchants, but have been conti- 
*illied by the Company till now, when the Dutch altogether have 
abandoned it. 

3578«a Are you aware of a large quantity of tea being pur- 
chased at the East*lndia House in London, and exported to 
Holland in the year 1814?—! have no knowledge of it. I was 
no^; in Holland at that time : 1 went there first in 1815. 

3579a. Do not the Dutch Company at the present moment 
pay very large freights? — The last freights of the Dutch Com- 
pany were 310 guilders per last of 21 quarter-chests, and Id 
per cent primage ; that would amount, at 66 English pounds 
per quarter-chest, to about 5d. per pound English, but it is 
subject to the deduction of any outward freights they can make 
for the ships. 

3580a. Can you state what is the expense of navigating their 
ships, as compared with ours ? — 1 have no means at hand of 
establishing an accurate comparison. 

3581a. Supposing the Dutch Company to carry on that 
trade, and not to have manufactures that they can export, 
would not almost the whole of the freight fall upon the tea ?— 
Clearly. 

3582a In the case of a trade carried on by private indi- 
viduals, is it or not the fact that at the present moment a great 
portion of the freight upon an article imported, such as tea, 
would fall upon the manufactured goods which were exported 
from the country into which the tea was to be imported ?— 
Undoubtedl 3 r the manufactured and exported article must yield 
profits sufficiently large to pay the height charges, and the 
difference between the cost price and the selling" price of the « 
article, which appears to be the case by the American trade. 

3583a. So that the tea imported under those circumstances 
would only be a means of remittance? — A means of realizing the 
profit to be made upon exports, which is the case at present, 
and has been the case for some time past, with coffee and almost 
every other imported article. 

3584a. How many months' consumption of tea is there com- 
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nM^y&t Holland? — ^Never more than a year's. At this moment 2t{Mar. iBiO. 
welave probab 1^9 of stocks openly known, three-quarters of a 
year’s consumption; but there are many private speculators 
who hold old tdss, which may complete the stock to a year's 
consumption. The Americans never hold stocks. There is 
not lj500 quarter-chests of American tea in Holland. 

Is not the fresh tea better than that which has been 
k^t for some time? — So much so, that the American cargoes 
that come indirectly from America, are on that account not of 
so current sale as those imported direct from China. 

3586a. Have you ever heard of any tea gtown in the Brazils" 
bein^ sold in tl^ Dutch market? — 1 nevei^ heard of any being 
sold in the Dutch market ; but 1 have had ft reported to me bih* 
a broker, that he had seen black tea grown in the Brazils, which 
was equal in flavour to any that came firom China. The tea- 
taster of the Dutch Trading Company at Canton was employed 
to examine the tea attempted to be cultivated in Java, and he 
found it to bo worthless, and the gardens were rooted up ; bat 
the broker alluded to reported to me, that the sample sent to him 
of the tea growing in the Brazils was excellent, and he wished 
through me to get Information relative to the further cultivation 
of this tea, but 1 have had no means of informing myself further 
on the subject. 

35^7a. Is not it cultivated by Chinese in both places? — I 
presume it is. 

3588a. Do you know whether it is culti\ ated to any large 
extent in the Brazils ? — I do not know. 

3589a. Have you ever seen any of the tea brought to Russia ? 

— The house I belong to was induced to order samples of tea 
from Moscow, a twelvemonth ago, with a view of seeing whether 
it would answer in Holland ; but the teas which were sent from 
Moscow appeared to be of a different growth, and different 
quality entirely from the teas we are used to in this part of the 
world, and were not at all suited to the Dutch taste. 

3590a. Do you know what part of China it came from? — 

No ; but I should presume, from the geographical position of 
Russia, that it came from the opposite extremity of the 
Chinese empire to that from which we obtain our supply. We 
obtained from 4 correspondent at Moscow the samples in 
question, and the tea was very fine to look at, but it had a 
totally different taste to what we are used to. 

3591a. Do you conceive that that tea is suited to the 
European consumption ? — It would not do for us at all in Hol- 
land, and certainly our tea is much the same as yours. 

3592a. Does not the difficulty in supplying an outward cargo 
from Holland materially enhance the pri 'e of importation ?— 

Cortaiiilj . 
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2:i Mar. 1830. 3593a. Would not the economy arising from the existeneh udT 

a facility in supplying an outward cargo reduce, in an eztrih 

^ ^7^^***”* ordinary degree^ the expense of importing tea S^Certainly. 

3594a. Are dollars easily procurable in Holland?—- Without 
difficulty ; but generally from England. When W6 have had • 
occasion to send out dollars we have procured them' from England. 

3595a. In what proportion do dollars supply the meanfe of 
importation for tea? — The greater part, when the trade ^ras in 
the hands of private merchants ; as to the Company, I cannot say, 

V 3596a. Arc you able to form a comparison between the rate 
* of Dutch freight and the rate of American freight? — I am not 
; able to speak of it from my own knowledge, but 1 believe it to 
be much lower than the Dutch ; the general impression is, that 
it is much lower. 

3597.1. What sized ships do the Dutch employ generally ?— 
Generally vessels from 400 to 500 tons. 

, 3598a. Are they, in your estimation, preferable to the largest 
class of vessels of 1200 tons, used by this country? — I cannot 
say, from my own knowledge ; but the Dutch use the smaller' 
vessels because the larger are not suited to their rivers. . * 

3599a. What crew would a 400-ton Dutch vessel be manned 
by ?— Twenty or twenty-two. 

3600a. Do you know the rate of insurance out and home ?— 
It is principally done here. I believe it has been rather high, 
the Dutch Indiamen having had a bad character ; the English 
underwriters have suffered by them. 

3601a. Do you know what the rate of insurance has been ? 
— Six guineas, 1 believe. 

3602a. Are they armed vessels ?— No. 

3603a. How "do you account for the diminution that has 
taken place in the importation into the Netherlands since 1818, 
as it appears that in the year 1818 it was about 90,000 quarter- 
chests, and the importation then was considerably larger th^ 
it has been subsequently ?— If they had gone on importing at 
that rate, of 90,000 chests in a year, it is evident that they 
should have had too great a stock. The import on the whole 
has been so as to leave on an average of the last twelve years, 
not more than a single year’s stock ; but if it had been going on 
at the high rate at which it was in 1818, w^hen the Americans 
imported 53,000 quarter-chests, we should have had much too 
large a supply. 

3604a. Does the Dutch Trading Company possess exclusive 
privileges ?— The principle upon which it originally went was 
that of possessing exclusive privileges. The establishment of 
a company of that kind would have been offensive to people 
whose predilections, the result of ancient habits, were all in 
favour of a free trade. 
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* 41605a. Do not they receive some tea from this country in 23 Mar. 1830. 
Holland ? — I am not aware of it. • 7“ 

‘ ^ ^ ILW.Maslerson^ 

3606a. Are you aware whether there is any "smuggling of tea Esq. 
from Holland to this country? — I should think not; for this 
reason : I presume that the measures taken on this side are too 
effective to admit of it ; and we observe, on our side, that the 
smuggling towns of Terveer and Flushing are going to decay, 

■ and that smuggling to England in all articles seems to be falling 
ofli 

3607a. Can you state whether, the stock of the Dutch Com'-.- 
pany was at any time at a premium? — It Vas, soon after its* ' 
establishment, at 105. It opened at 100 ; and*it has been down. 

.to 79 at the lowest. It is now about 94^. 

3608a. Is it conceived, amongst the. merchants in Holland, * 
that a company so established is the best means b^ which 
trade can be carried on ? — The establishment of the company 
altogether is offensive almost to the whole of the people in 
Holland. They were led to suppose that their manullictur^s 
would Nourish with the support of that company : but it does 
not ayipear that the company have been able to Ibrce their 
manufactures into use abroad ; and they have lost a very con- 
sidcrabir sum, the amount of which remains yet to be known. 

The dividend or interest docs not afford any criterion of it : 
that'^has been always the same, and it is guaranteed by the King. 

3609a. Are you aware whether the operations of that com- 
pany have interfered with the regular trade of Holland ? — It is 
considered nearly to have ruined the trade in almost every 
branch it has meddled with. 

3610a. Do you consider that the operations of such a company 
arc, upon general principles, exceedingly injurious to the con- 
duct of mercantile transactions ? — It is the opinion of the mer- 
chants of Holland, generally, that the dissolution of the com- 
pany would be one of the greatest benefits they could receive ; 

J d as the company is daily suffering great losses, hopes are 
tertained, even by those who are shareholders, that it will 
mot be continued until the expiration of the term originally 
fixed for its existence, but that it will be dissolved earlier. 

3611a. Do you know what sura the government pays to make 
up the deficit?— ^I have never heard it mentioned, and I believe 
it is not knowm I do not believe there are any means of ascer- 
taining it. The King has guaranteed that 4^ per cent shall be 
paid, and the shareholders arc secure of that annuity ; but at 
the end of the term for which the company is established, it is 
feared that the losses will have absorbed the whole capital. 

3612a. How old is that guarantee ? —The original guarantee 
was given in 1824, and it has been faithfully fulfilled ; but pri- 

3 (> 
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23 Mar. 1830. vileges are given to the company which were never anticipate^ 
in the first instance. Thfe government, naturally, to reduce 
outlay of interest, gives advantages to the company. 

3613a. Is not the deficit made good out of the King's own 
private funds?— His Majesty guarantees it; where the money 
comes from I have not the means of knowing. 

3614a. Docs it appear in the budget in Holland?— ^ No. 

3615a. Does any apprehension exist that the government 
will be tired of making up this deficit ?— Great hopes of it are 
entertained; it has been the only hope that the general trade 
has entertained for a long time. 

3616a. For hov^ many years is the guarantee ?-^For the 
whole term, I believe, twenty-four or twenty-five years. 

3617a. Is not the King a large shareholder in the company? 
— He IS. 

3618a. Have this company any territorial revenue to back 
tliem ? — Nothing of that kind. They were to be merely upon 
the footing of ordinary merchants ; but th^ have had great 
advantages given to them: the government coffee has been given 
to them at a fixed price, which price was, of course, intended 
to be very advantageous to them ; that is, the coffee which 
belongs to the government estates in Java. 

3619a. Is there any monopoly in coffee ?— There is coffee 
which is deliverable only to the government officers; and instead 
of selling it themselves in the public market, they give it to the 
company at a certain price. 

3620a. Is there any law or regulation in Holland to prevent 
private adventurers sending ships to China and receiving back 
returns ? — Not any. 

3621a. Is it within your knowledge whether any such ad- 
ventures have taken place?— Frequently, up to 1825: I think 

E rivate merchants then abandoned the trade entirely. The 
ouse 1 have to do with imported a cargo in 1822. 

3622a. What was the general result of those private adven- 
tures ? — Loss. 

3623a. To what extent?— I cannot say. 

3624a. Was it 25 per cent.?— Judging by the other results 
alluded to, I should suppose it might be. Our own loss was not 
any thing like that ; it was not an original adventure to China, 
but the supercargo took the ship there. The teas turned out 
pretty well, but not so as to induce us to go out again. 

3625a. Can you inform the Committee whether such trade of 
private adventurers has been profitable or otherwise ?— Certainly 
unprofitable. 

3626a; What are the exports to Java?-*Winc, Dutch cluret, 
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gin, &c., but the quantities trifling. It is a misfortune tliat we 23 I VIar. 1830. 
have so little of our own goods to export ; and if there were not Mastersott, 
troops to export, we should not be able to find any freight out- 
waiw'; the only hope for the ship-owner is to get a hundred 
. men as freight mr a vessel to Java. 

3627a. Is there any regulation in Holland which would pre- 
vent the trade to China being carried on by private Dutch 
merchants in the same manner as it is now done by Americans ; 
that is to say, by sending their- ships to p port of England, 
loading them with British manufactures, and carrying them 
on to China? — There is none; private adyenlurers might do 
that, undoubtedly. 

3628a. Can you state why, this havingbeen a profitable trade 
in the hands of the Americans, it might not continue 4.0 be so 
in the hands of the Dutch? — It might undoubtedly be so, I 
should supp< 


It is a singular spectacle to see the Americans 
do that which .the Dutch have the same means of doing, if they 
, had the same enterprize and ability for the trade. 

3629a* Do you not conceive that the Americans succeed in 
the trade from their being able to buy English manufactures 
for exportation to China, and that the Dutch fail because they 
have not permission to do the same? — ^I certainly conceive that 
the Americans succeed for that reason, when put into compe- 
tition with the Dutch company, wdiich cannot buy English 
manufactures; but there is no reason why the Dutch private 
adventurers should not carry on a trade in the same way as the 
Americans, excepting the want of enterprize. . 

3630a. Is not there much more energy in the American 
character than in the Dutch character?--! believe that is a 
fact which is historically recognized. 

3631a. Whereas the Dutch used formerly to have a large 
share of the carrying trade of the world, is not it the fact at 
present that the trade has fallen into the hands of the Eng- 
lish and the Americans ?— The Dutch trade ^has^ fallen off alto- 
gether. 

3632a. Is it considered that the interference of the King of 
the Netherlands as a private merchant is prejudicial to the com- 
mercial interests of the country ?— It is deprecated by the whole 
nation. 


3633a. Is it to be understood that the injury which has been 
done to the Dutch trade by the Dutch Trading Company|has 
been in consequence of their great command of capital, or in 
consequence of their exclusive privileges ? — From both ; from 
the government favouring them, giving them the preference of 
government freights and the preference of their contracts, and 
from their great command of capital, coming into the market 
with such large quantities of goods, with sales, for instance, of 
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23 Mnr. 1830. 100,000 bags of Coffee at once, and telling the trade that there 

will be such sales at regular times, in autumn and in spring, so 

the private merchants have little chance with the buyers 
in the meantime, and the company also trading at a loss to 
themselves. 

3634n. Do you conceive that regular sales of that desenption, . 
of ii very large amount of goods, are injurious to the trading 
concerns of the country in that particular article? — It has 
interfered with the private trade of individual merchants in 
Holland. 

3033/1. Does not such a system tend, at one period, to 
depress prices unnaturally, and at another time to raise them 
unnaturally ? — It prevents the holders of small quantities of 
property from making sales : buyers of course waiting till the 
larger quantities come into the market, there is an inactivity in 
the market till the larger sales come on. 

3036//. lias it a tendency to derange commercial speculation ? 
— It has appeared so in Holland. 

3637«. Do the Dutch Company sell their teas by auction? — 
'Fhey sell their teas by auction, and at fixed periods, as they do 
other goods, in spring and autumn; their spring sale is now taking 
place ; they have put up two cargoes this spring, 17,000 quarter* 
chests three or four days ago. 

3638/z. Does much remain unsold at those auctions ? — Gene- 
rally not ; the company have a habit, however, of buying in. 
The general traders would prefer that, as they have fixed sales, 
they should sell outright all they put up ; they think it is 
^lore injurious for them to sell a portion, and then keep back 
the rest. 

3639a. Is there any fixed rate of advance in the bidding at 
the auction ? — No. 

3640a. Do you conceive that the Netherlands would derive 
any advantage, if a complete monopoly of tlie supply of tea to 
that country were given to llie Dutch Company ? — They would 
have the prices considerably augmented ; it would be of advan- 
tage to the company only. 

3641a. Would it be of advantage to the cons.umcii;s in Holland? 
— Certainly not. They get it cheaper from the competition of 
the Americans ; and they imagine that they would get it 
cheaper still from that of tlic English, on account of the funds 
which the English have lying at Canton, seeking remittances. 

364ri>z. What is the nature of the auction in Holland by which 
it is sold ? — TJic Trading Company sell in lots of twenty quarter- 
chests. 

3643a. Is the bidding by the fall or by the rise? — By the rise. 
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The Trading. Company have introduced new conditions of trade, 23 Mar, 1830 . 
which. are not agreeable to private merchants. * 

964<4a. Are they bound by law to put up their teas at the cost 
price ? — They are not bound tii any thing of that nature. 

364^a. Have you had much means of communication with 
persons who have been to China ? — Of course 1 have in Holland, 
with English and others. 

3646^. Have yoii ever heard them express any opinion as to 
the difficulty of transacting business in the port of Canton ? — I 
never heard of the Dutch meeting with any difficulty. The 
English whom I have seen, who were acquainted with Canton, 
have been gentlemen from Java chiefly, not trading to CantoA 
particularly ; but I never heard from the Dutch of their meeting 
with any difficulty. 1 am informed by* the gentleman whose 
brother is the tea-taster to the Dutch Company that* at first 
they did not get such good teas as the Americans, but tliat they 
can now get equally good teas with the Americans. • 

3G47a. Have they any establishment at Canton now ? — Tin y 
send their tea-taster there when they send their ships out, other- 
wise they take him back again to Java during the interval that 
the ship 9 are away. 

3G48ii. Have they any consul or factory there?— I am not 
informed. I should think not, since they take the individual 
mentioned back to Java each season. 

3649fz. Do you know the average number of months that it 
takes to go from Holland to Canton ? — They generally reckon 
that the ships that go one year come back, the next ; that 
is, as they send no ships this year, that there will be no Dutch 
tea next year. 


Jovis, 25° die Martii, 1830. 

JOHN CUAWFUUD, Esq. called in, and examined. 

3650a. You are residing here at present as agent to certain 25 Mur. iBiiO. 

parties at Calcutta? — I was appointed agent to the inhabitants 

of Calcutta without solicitation : I am now fulfilling my duty as Crawfurd, 
their parliapientary agent. 

3651a. Is there a salary attached to it?— There is a very 
handsome one. 

3652a. To what amount ?— £1,500 a year, besides extra ex- 
penses, which I do not draw. I think the salary too much, 
and I have proposed to iny constituents that it should be 
reduced. 

3653a. Had 'they previously had a parliamentary agent in 
this country ? — They never had : I am the first. 



464 

25 Mar. 1830. 

John Craufitrdi 
Esq, 


EVIDENCE ON RAST-INDIA AFFAIRS. 

3654ia. Is that appointment exclusive of the question noar 
depending beforer the House of Commons ?-*lt has no view to 
the mercantile pursuits of my constituents ; it is for political 
questions only. 

S655a. Do you represent the residents of Calcutta for any 
thing that 3 'ou think affects their interests ? — 1 represent the 
inhabitants of Calcutta generally, whether Europeans or 
natives. 

3656a. What number of inhabitants have authorized you to 
act as their agent ?-^The majority. 

3657a. Do you mean about 300,000 people ? — ^When 1 say 
the majority of the inhabitants of Calcutta, 1 wish to be under- 
stood as having stated the majority of those who thought proper 
to express thetr opinions, having had an opportunity of doing 
so. With respect to having stated that it was a majority of half 
a million of people, or any such number, I never thought of 
saying so. 

3658a. Are the Committee to understand that you were 
appointed by a majority of the inhabitants of Calcutta, as agent 
for them in any matters that might concern their political 
interests in India, and not as regarded the trade between 
England and China ?— 1 have no recollection whatever of any 
mention being made in my instructions, public or confidential, 
of the China question ; but 1 have no doubt that the China 
question is also embraced in them, and I will state my reason 
for saying so. There has been sent to me a printed requisition 
to the sheriff of Calcutta, to which 1 think there are 116 signa- 
tures of persons of all parties, requesting that a meeting might 
be called for the purpose of petitioning both Houses of Parlia- 
ment to remove all restrictions from the India and China trade. 
The petitions, in all probability, will soon be sent to me, and 
I shall then act as the agent of the inhabitants of Calcutta, as 
far as regards the China trade as well as the Indian trade. 

3659a. What is the date of that requisition ? — To the best 
of my recollection the 29th of November ; the meeting is called 
for the 15th of December. Of course, there can be no account 
of such a meeUng yet, as the ship that brought this account had 
an unusually rapid passage. 

S660a. Were your instructions transmitted to you, or did 
you receive them at Calcutta ? — They were transmitted to me 
long after I left Calcutta. I beg again, with great respect, to 
assure the Committee that 1 have no object whatever in con- 
cealment ; I wish that every thing should be known that I am 
concerned in. 

3661a. You have resided in different parts of the east? — I 
resided in various parts of the east for about nineteen years. 
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S662a« Will you state where?— In the Upper Provinces of 25 Mar. 1830. 
the Bengal Presidency for about five years, in Calcutta for a 
time, probably in all amounting to about one year; in Prince of Crai^rd, 
Walesa Island or Penang about three years, and in Java about 
six years. I went on a mission afterwards to Siam and Cochin 
China, which occupied something more than one year. 1 
resided next as a resident of Sincapore about three years ; and 
from thence I proceeded to the Burman country. I was ap- 
pointed commissioner by the Governor-general in the Burman 
territory; I went afterwards as envoy from the Governor- 
general to the court of Ava ; after which \ returned to Cal- 
cutta, and eventually to Europe. 

366Sa. Have not you visited some of the other islands? — • 

I visited some of the other islands, but never resided in them ; 

I visited the islands of Bali and Celebes. • 

d664a. Have you ever been in China ?^ — ^I have not. * 

S665a. Have you had much intercourse with the Chinese set- 
tlers in the countries adjacent ? — 1 have. 

3666a. Where were they residing?— They reside in almost 
every country that is adjacent to China. 

3667a. Had you an opportunity of seeing them in those places? 

—I had an opportunity of seeing them in Prince of Wales’s 
Island, Java, Sincapore, Siam, Cochin China, and a few in 
the Burman country during my mission to the court of Ava. 

3668a. Can you furnish the Committee with any history of 
the Chinese emigrants settled in the neighbourhood of China, 
and an account of the nature of their emigrations ?— I drew up 
a statement of that description, which I have here. 

3669a. What do you make the number of Chinese emigrants 
settled in the countries adjacent to China ? — The estimate is a 
very rough one of course, from the very nature of the subject. 

I make them between 700,000 and 800,000. The greater num- 
ber of them are settled in Siam and Cochin China, not in the 
islands. 

3670a. From your intercourse with those Chinese, do you 
conceive them to be an intelligent, active, and commercial 
people ?— Eminently so. They arc a very industrious people 
in every way ; they are a business-like people ; their manners 
more resemble .Europeans in that part of their character than 
they do those of Asiatic nations. 

3671a. In industry and intelligence do you conceive them to 
be superior to other Asiatic nations ? — For all useful and prac- 
tical purposes 1 think they arc. Hicre are perhaps a few points 
in which they arc inferior to one or two other Asiatic nations, 
but those points arc of very little moment. 



4(56 

25 Mar. 1830. 

JohnlCra ufurdy 
Esq. 


EVIDENCE ON KAST-lNDlX" ATI AIRS: 

3672a, Have you prepared a Statement for th€ infommtionr 
of tlie Committee upon the subject of the Chinese emigrations? 
— I have. 

3673n. Will you have the goodness to read it ? , 

[ The mlness read the same, as JbUoxes : 3 

" A View of the Emigrations of the Chinese to the various 
Countries adjacent to China. 

“ Tiif. emigrations of the Chinese take place from the same pro- 
vinces which conduct the foreign trade, viz. Canton, Fokein, Che- 
kicn, and Kiannan. Emigrations from the two latter, however, are 
not frequent, and seem to be confined to Tonquin and the Philippine 
Islands. The emigrants direct their course to every country in the 
neighbourhood of China where there is any probability of finding 
employment and protection; in some countries, however, they'arc 
excli’ded or restrained frein political motives, and in others dis- 
tance or want of room affords them no encouragement to settle. 
Like the European nations, they are excluded akogatber from 
settling in Japan on political grounds ; the government of Cochin 
China also affords them no great encouragement, from the same 
reason ; and the Dutch and Spanish governments of Java and the 
Philippines have always looked upon them with a considerable share 
of suspicion. Distance, but above all the existence of a dense 
and comparatively indiistrioub population, excludes them from the 
British dominions in Hindustan, where we find only a few shoe- 
makers and other arti«<ans, and these confined to the towns of 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. A few, 1 understand, have lately 
proceeded to the Mauritius. 

** Every emigrant who leaves China docs so with the intention of 
returning to it, although comparatively few arc able to accomplish 
this object. The expense of emigration to the countries to which 
the Chinese usually resort amounts but to a mere trifle. The 
passage-money in a Chinese junk from Canton to Sincaporc is but 
six Spanibh dollars ; and from Fokien but nine. Even these slender 
sums, however, arc commonly paid from the 'fruits of the emigrant’s 
labour on his arrival, and arc seldom paid in advance. The emi- 
grants, I think, arc invariably of the laboiinng classes ; and their 
whole equipment for the voyage, in ordinary rases, consists of little 
else than the coat on their backs, a bundle of old clothes, and if 
dirty mat and pillow to sleep on. They no sooner land than their 
condition is prodigiously improved : they meet their countrymen, 
and probably their friends or relatives ; they And immediate em- 
ployment in a congenial climate, and in countries where the wages 
of labour are perliaps three times as high as in China, and the neces- 
saries of life perhaps by onc-hulf cheaper. ■ . 

The Chinese are not only intellectually, but physically, superior 
to the nations and tribes among whom they settle. A Chinese is 
at least two inches taller than a Siamese, and by three inches taller 
than a Cochin Chinese, a Malay, or a Javanese, and his frame is 
proportionally strong and well built. Their superiority in personal 
skill, dexterity, and ingenuity, arc still greater. All this is evinced 
in a very satisfactory manner^ by the simple criterion of the com- 
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pMative rates if wages of the different classes of inhabitanta or 25 Mar. 1830. 

sojourners st any given place where they all meet. At Sincapore^ 

for example, the wages of ordinary labour for the different classes Join Cramfurd^ 

of labourers are as follow : a Chinese, eight dollars a month ; a 

native of the Coromandel coast, six dollars; and a Malay, four: 

making the work of the Chinese by one-third better than that of 

the first, and by H)0 per cent, better than that of the second. When 

skill and dexterity are implied, the difference is of course wider ; a 

Chinese house-carpenter will earn twelve dollars a month, while an 

Indian will earn no more than seven, and a Malayan thatcher 

or wood-cutter (for among this class there are no carpenters), 

but five. 

** The different classes of Chinese settlers not only live apart 
and keep distinct from the settlers of other nations, but also from ‘ 
each other. There is a very wide difference between the Character, 
habits, and manners of the Chinese settlers, according to the parts * 
of China from which they proceed. The natives of Fokien have a 
claim to a higher tone of character than any of the rest. Among 
the emigrants from the province of Cahton there are three classes, 
rizt those from the town of Canton and its neighbourhood; the 
natfveb of Macao and other islands in the river ; and the natives of 
some mountainous districts of the same province. The first of 
these, besides being addicted to mercantile pursuits, are the best 
artisans, and are much disposed tp enter into mining speculations. 

It is they who are chiefly engaged in working the silver-mines of 
Tonquin, the gold-mines of Borneo and the Malay peninsula, and 
the tin*mine8 of the latter country and of Banca. The Chinese 
of Macao and the other islands are held in very little repute 
among the rest of their countrymen ; but the third class, who are 
numerous, are the lowest in rank. Their most frequent employ- 
ment is that of fishermen and mariners ; and it is from among their 
ranks that European shipping, when in want, have occasionally 
received hands to assist in their navigation. Of all the Chinese these 
are the most noisy and unruly. There is still another class of Chi- 
nese, the settlers in the Burman dominions, who differ very remark- 
ably from all that I have just enumerated. With the exception of 
a small number of emigrants from the province of Canton, who find 
their way to Ava by sea, these arc all from the province of Yunan ; 
and in point of industry and intelligence seemed, as far as 1 could 
judge, much inferior to the colonists from Canton and Fokien. From 
all these again, the mixed races are to be distinguished by their supe- 
^ tior knowledge of the language, manners, and customs of the 
tountries in which they reside, and by some inferiority in industry 
and enterprize. It is from this class that European merchants arc 
•upplied with brokers, money-counters, &c., and they are seldom 
to be seen in the condition of day-labourers or artisans. The Chi- 
nese settlers, ofVhatever class, engage with much eagerness in 
agricultural empioynfents ; seldom, however, when they can avoid 
it, as mere day-labourers. They conduct almost exclusively the 
cultivation and manufacture of the catechu or terra japonica in the 
Straits of Malacca, the pepper cultivation of Siam, and the culture 
of the cane and manufacture of sugar in Java, Siam, and the Phi- 
lippines. Differing materially from each other in manners, habits, 
and almost always in language or dialect, and entertaining towards 
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25 Mar. 1630. each other provincial prejudiraaand antipathies, broils and.^4liiV1Fe]Si 

sometimes even attended with bloodshed, frequently break 'Out 

John Crawfurdf among them. These are. occasionally subjects of embarrassinwit 
■Esq, in the Europeap settlements, the authorities of which have never, I 

am persuaded, any thing to apprehend from their combination or 
resistance ; and I may add, that of all the Asiatic settlers in our 
eastern settlements, the Chinese are the most obedient to the laws, 
and notwithstanding the superior amount of their property, and even 
of their numbers, afford the least employment to the courts of 
justice. The Chinese population settled in the various countries 
ac^acent to China, may be roughly estimated as follows 


The Philippine Islands 

Borneo 

Java. 

The Dutch settlement of Rhio, Straits of Malacca... 

Sincapore 

Malacca 

Pepang 

Malayan Peninsula 

Siam 

Cochin Chinn 

Tonquin 


15.000 
120,000 

45.000 

18.000 
6,2000 

2,000 

8,500 

40.000 
440,000 

15.000 

25.000 


Total 734,700 


“ The population mentioned here is of a peculiar description, 
consisting, for the most part, of adult males, and of very few women 
or children, a circumstance easily explained. The laws of China, 
which prohibit emigration in general, are a dead letter as far as the 
men are concerned ; but it is imperative in respect to women and 
children j or perhaps, more strictly, the manners and feelings the 
of the people themselves prevent the latter from quitting the 
country. I have never seen or heard a female amongst emigrants; 
and never saw a Chinese woman, except at Hue, the capital of 
Cochin China, where two or three were pointed out to me as ob- 
jects of curiosity, who had been kidnapped and brought there when 
children. The emigrants, however, without scruple, form con- 
nexions with the females of the country ; and the descendants of 
these repeatedly intermarrying with Chinese, are in time not to be 
distinguished from the genuine Chinese, either in features or com- 
plexion. In all the countries where the Chinese have been long 
established, there exists a considerable creole population oftMs d^ 
scription, such as in Java, Siam, Cochin China, and the Philippines. 
But in countries where they have been only recently establis^d 
the disproportion of the sexes is immense. Thus, out of the < 200 
Chinese inhabitants of Sincapore, the number oPfemales is but 860, 
and even of these the greater part are Chinese only by name. The 
extent of the annual emigrations from China may be judged of from 
the fact, that the number which arrived at Sincapore in 1625 
amounted to above 3,500, and in 1826 to upwards of 5,500. The 
annual number of emigrants which arrive in Siam was rated to me 
when I was in that country at 7»000. A single junk has been known 
to bring 1,200 passengers ; indeed, 1 have myself seen one bring 600 
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^0 6 iiicaporo, The nuipber vho return to Chine is considereble, 2& Mar. 1830. 
hut very smell indeed in comparison to the arrivals. Even of these 
the greater number come back again; and 1 have known men of 
property, who have visited China and returned with titlesu^^ 


S674a. Have you that kind of communication and conver- 
sations with the Chinese, in any of the different parts where you 
have met them, as to be able to form any opinion how far the 
Chinese in their own country are to be considered a commercial 
people? — Upon that subject, never having been in China, I can 
offer no decided opinion ; but my conviction is, that there is 
very little difference between them ; and the emigrants I should 
probably, upon the whole, be disposed to tjiink would be found 
superior to those they left behind them, as the most active 
spirits chiefly would go abroad. No man leaves China but an 
able-bodied man, ancT no man that has not a certain pgrtion of 
spirit and enterprize will quit the country. 

3675a. Have you any means of furnishing the Committee 
with a view of the foreign trade of China carried on in junks ? — 
I have also prepared a statement upon that subject. I beg to 
say, with respect to this and the other statement I gave in, that 
they are entirely the result of my own personal inquiry, chiefly 
derived from the Chinese themselves. I communicated with 
them through the medium of the Malay language, which 1 un- 
derstand tolerably well. I was in the habit of always employing 
a couple of interpreters when I was resident at Sincapore, and 
when the Chinese commanders of vessels and others, not under- 
standing the Malay language, called upon me, I transacted 
business with them generally through the medium of these 
persons. Chinese who reside any time in the Malayan countries, 
commonly make themselves in some measure acquainted with 
the Malay language, and there is no ^eaf difficulty in com- 
municating with these without the aid of an interpreter. 

3676a. Will you have the goodness to read illie a^temcnt 
you have prepared on this subject. 

[ The witness read the same^ as follows .•] 

" Native Foreign Trade of China. 

•• The pnuf ipal part of the junk trade is carried oo by the four 
contiguous provinces of Canton, Fokicn, Chekiang, and Kiannan. 
No foreign .trade is permitted with the island of Formosa, and I 
have no means of describing the extent of the traffic which may be 
conduct^ between China, Corea, and the Luchew Islands. The 
following are the countries with which China carries on trade in 
junks, viz. Japan, the Philippines, the Sooloo Islands, Celebes, the 
Moluccas, Borneo, Java, Sumatra, Sincapore, Rhio, the east coast 
of the Malayan Peninsula, Siam, Cochin China, Cambodia, and 
Tonquin. The ports of China at which this trade is conducted are 
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Canton, Tchao-tcheou,' Nomhoi^, Hoei-tcbeoti, Su-heng,'^^V6iig-« 
iDoon, Changlim, and Hainan, in the province of Canton ; Amoy 
and Chinchew, in the province of Fokien ; Ningpo and Siang-hai, in 
the province of Tchekian; and Soutcheon, in the province of Kian- 
nan. The following may be looked upon as an approximation* td 
the number of junks carrying on trade with the different .places 
already enumerated, vtx. « 


Jui.ks. 

Japan, 10 junks, two voyages SO 

Philippine Islands 1 3 

Soo-loo Islands 1 4, 

Celebes 3, 

Borneo ' 13 

Java 7 

Sumatra ^ ' 10 

Sincapore 8 

Rhio 1 

East Coast of Malay Peninsula 8 

Siam 89 

Cochin China £0 

Cambodia 9 

Tonquin £0 


Total £££ 


" This statement does not include a great number of small junks 
belonging to the island of Hainan, which carry on trade with Ton- 
quin, Cochin China, Cambodia, Siam, and Sincapore. Those for 
Siam amount yearly to about fifty, and for the Cochin Chinese 
dominions to about forty-three ; these alone would bring the total 
number of vessels carrying on a direct trade between China and 
foreign countries to 307* The trade with Japan is confined to the 
port of Ningpo, in Chekiang, and expressly limited to ten vessels ; 
but as the distance from Nangasaki is a voyage of no more than four 
days, it is performed twice a year. With the exception of this 
branch of trade, the foreign intercourse of the two provinces of 
Chekian and Kiannan, which are famous for the production of raw 
silk, teas, and nankeens, is confined to the Phillipine Islands,* 
Tonquin, Cochin China, Cambodia, and Siam ; and none of this 
class of vessels, that I am aware of, have ever found their way 
to their western parts of the Indian Archipelago. The number of 
these trading with Siam is twenty-four, all of considerable size ; 
those trading with the Cochin Chinese dominions,, sixteen, also 
of considerable size; and those trading with the Phillipines, five, 
making in all forty-five, of which the average burden does not fdl 
short of 17,000 tons. 1 am the more particular in describing this 
branch of the Chinese commerce, as we do not ourselves, at pre- 
sent, partake of it, and as we possess no direct means of obtaining 
information in regard to it. All the junks carrying on this trade with 

* iVb/f.— The provinces once conducted a trade amongst the Sooloo 
Islands and Borneo Proper ; but owing to the anarchy which has of late years 
prevailed in these countries, it seems to be at present abandoned. 
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. Siam are owned in the latter country, and not in China, and I am 25 Mar. 1830. 
not sure how far it m,ay not also be so in the other cases. 1 do not — 
doubt but that a similar commerce will, in the event of a free Cravfurd^ 
. . trade, extend to Sincapore, and that through this channel may 
eventually be obtained the green teas of Kiannan, and the raw silks 
of Chekiang. 

** Besides the junks now described there is another numerous 
class, which may be denominated the colonial shipping of the 
Chinese. Wherever the Chinese are settled in any numbers, junks 
of this description are to be found, such as in Java, Sumatra, the 
Straits of Malacca, &c . : but the largest commerce of this descrip- 
tion is conducted from the Cochin Chinese dominions, but espe- 
cially from Siam, where the number was estipiated to me at 200. 

Several junks , of this description from the latter country come ^ 
annually to Sincaporc, of which the burden .is hot less ‘than from^ 

300 to 400 tons. 

“The junks which trade between China and the adjacent coun- 
tries are some of them owned and built in China, but a cc^nsidera- 
ble number also in the latter countries, particularly in Siam and 
Cochin China. Of those carrying on the Siamese trade, indeed, no 
less than eighty-one out of the eighty-nine, of considerable siae, 
were represented to me as being built and owned in Siam. The 
small junks, however, carrying on the trade of Hainan, are all built 
and Owned in China. 

“ The junks, whether colonial or trading direct with China, 
vary in burden from 2,000 peculs to 15,000, or carry of dead weight 
from about 120 to 900 tons. Of those of the last size I have only 
seen three or four, and these were at Siam, and the same which 
were commonly employed in carrying a mission and tribute yearly 
from Siam to Canton. Of the whole of the large class of junks, I 
should think the average burthen will not be overrated at 300 tons 
each, which would make the total tonnage employed in the native 
foreign trade of China between 60,000 and 70,000 tons, exclusive of 
the small junks of Hainan, which, estimated at 150 tons each, 
would make in all about 80,000 tons. 

“ The junks built in China are usually constructed of iir and 
other inferior woods. When they arrive in Cambodia, Siam, and 
the Malayan Islands, they commonly furnish themselves with masts, 
rudders, and wooden anchors, of the superior timber of these 
countries. The junks built in Siam are a superior class of vessels, 
the planks and upper works being invariably of teak. The cost of 
ship-building is highest at the port of i^moy in Fokien, and lowest 
in Siam. At these places, and at Chang-lim in Canton, the cost of 
a junk of 8,000 peculs, or 476 tons burthen, was stated tome, by 
several commanders of junks, to be as follows : 


Dollars. 

At Siam 7}400 

Chahg-lim 16,000 

Amoy 21,000 


“A junk of the size just named has commonly a crew of 
ninety hands, consisting of the following officers, besides the crew ; 
a commander, a pilot, an accountant, a captain of the helm, a cap- 
tain of the anchor^ and a captain of the hold. The commander 
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25 Mar. 1830. receires no pay, but hag the advantage of the cabin aceotnmodiiCien 
— for passengers, reckoned, on the voyage between Canton and Sinca- 

John Crawfurd, pore, worth 150 Spanish ^dollars. He is also the agent of the 

-^*9' owners, and receives a commission, commonly of 10 per cent, on 

tAe profiU of such share of the adventure, generally a considerable 
one, in which they arc concerned. The pilot receivea for the 
voyage 200 dollars of wages, and 50 peculs of freight out and home. 
The helmsman has 15 peculs of freight, and no wages. The cap* 
tains of the anchor and the hold have 9 peculs of freight each ; 
and the seamen 7 peculs each. None of these have any wages. 
The officers and seamen of the colonial junks are diOerently re- 
warded. In a Siamese junk, for example, trading between the 
Siamese capital anif Sincapore, of 6,000 peculs burthen, ihe com- 
mander and pilot had each 100 dollars for the voyage, with 12 
peculs of freight fi-piece. The accountant and hehnsman bad 
half of this allowance, and each seaman had 13 dollars, with 5 peculs 
of freight. 

Tbe construction and outfit of a Chinese junk ere too well 
known to require description. They are clumsy and awkward in 
the extreme. The Chinese are quite unacquainted with navigation, 
^saving the knowledge of the compass \ notwithstanding this, as 
their pilots are expert, as their voyages are short, and as they 
hardly ever sail except at the height of the monsoons, when a fair 
and steady seven or eight knot breeze carries them directly from 
port to port, the sea-risk is very small. During thirteen years* 
acquaintance with this branch of trade, 1 can recollect hearing of 
but four shipwrecks ; and in all these instances tbe crews were 
saved. 

*‘.Thc construction and rigging of a Chinese junk may be looked 
upon as her proper registry, and they are a very effectual one ; for 
the least deviation from them would subject her at once to foreign 
charges and to foreign duties, and to all kinds of suspicion. The 
colonial junks, which are of more commodious form and outfit, 
would, if visiting China, be subjected to the same duties as foreign 
vessels. Junks built in Siam, or any other adjacent country, if con- 
structed and fitted out after the customary model, are admitted to 
trade to China upon the same terms as those built and owned in the 
country. If any part of the crew consist of Siamese, Cochin Chi- 
nese, or other foreigners, the latter are admitted only at the port of 
Canton ; and if found in any other part of China would he seized 
and taken up by the fK>lice, exactly in the same manner as if thegr 
were Europeans. The native trade of China, conducted with foreiM 
countries, is not a clandestine commerce, unacknowledged by the 
Chinese laws, but has in every case at least the express sanction of 
the viceroy or governor of the province, who oi^petitiofi decides 
the number of junks that shall be allowed to engage in it, and even 
eiuuiieratcs the articles which it shall be legal to export and import. 
At every port also, where such a foreign trade is sanctioned, there 
is a hong or body of security merchants, as at Canton ; a fact which 
shows clearly enough that this institution is parcel of the laws or 
customs of China, and not a peculiar restraint imposed upon the 
intercourse with Europeans. 

“ The Chinese junks, properly constructed, pay no measurement 
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. du^, and no cumshaw or present ; duties, however, are paid upcm 25 Mar. 1830. 

^oods exported and imported, which seem, however, to differ at the 

the different provinces. They arct highest at Amoy, and lowest John Crav^vrdy 
■ in the island of Hainan. The Chinese tradecs of Siam informed ^*9* 
me that che^ carried on the fairest and easiest trade, subject to the 
leweat restrictions, in the ports of Ningpo and Sianghai in Chekiang, 
and Souchon in Kiannan. Great dexterity seems every where to be 
exercised by the Chinese in evading the duties. One practice, which 
is very often followed, will afford a good example of this. The 
coaistihg trade of China is nearly free from all duties and other 
nnposin. The merchant takes advantage of this ; and intending in 

‘ rerifty to' proceed to Siam or Cochin China, for example, clears a 
junk out for the island of Haim^n, and thus avoids the payment of 
' duties. When she returns she will lie four find five days off and on 
at the mouth of the port, until a regular bargain be made with the 
custom-house* officers for the reduction of dtities. The threat hefd 
out in such cases is to proceed to another port, and thus deprive 
the pablic officers of their customary perquisites. 1 was assured of 
theKequency of this practice by Chinese merchants of Cocfiiin China, 
as well as by several commanders of junks at Sincapore. From the 
last-named persons I had another fact of some consequence, as con- 
nected with the Chinese trade, viz, that a good many of the junks 
carrying on trade with foreign ports to the westward of China, often 
proceeded on voyages to the northward in the same season. In 
this manner they stated that about twenty considerable junks, 
besides a great many small ones, proceeded annually from Canton 
to Souchon, one of the capitals of Kiannan, and in wealth and com- 
merce the rival of Canton, where they sold about 200 chests of 
opium at an advance of 50 -per rent, beyond the Canton prices. 

Another place where the Canton junks, to the number of five or 
six, repair annually, is Chinchew, in the province of Shanton, 
within the gulph of Pechely, or Yellow Sea, and as far north as the 
37th degree of latitude. 


3677a. Do you mean to state, in a passage of the paper you 
have read, that the Chinese emigrants carry on the trade from 
Sincapore to Canton, notwithstanding any interdiction by edict 
that may exist?-— What 1 meant to state was, that in the event 
of junks being properly constructed and manned, at Sincapore, 
for example, it would be of no consequence tlieir being owned 
at Sincapore. They would, notwithstanding such circumstance, 
be allowed to trade freely with any port of China, in the same 
way as junks buUt and manned in China itself. 

S678a« Then is it to be understood that the objection of the 
Chinese to foreign ships is rather to their form than to any thing 
else ? — Yes. 

8679a. And the nationality of the sailors? — Yes. 

3680a. Can you furnish the 'Committee with the rates of 
freight paid for goods between port and port in China, or be- 
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25 Mar. 1830. tween ports of China and the islands to tlie eastward dmng 
any number of years ? — can furnish the rate of freights paid 
some of the principal articles ; it is a specific freight upon 
particular commodities ; so much for raw silk, so mu^ to 
earthenware* so much for tea. To the best of my recollection, 
the charge upon tea and upon the coarser earthenware is the 
same. 

3681a. Supposing the trade between China and Europe wdre 
to flow through the channel of an emporium* are you of opinion 
that the foreign trade carried on in Chinese junks might be very 
considerably increased ? — Yes, 1 have no doubt it would ; but 1 
beg leave to give sodie explanation upon that point. ' If Euro- 
pean nations were excluded from Canton, of course the trade 
would take the channel of an emporium entirely ; but if Euro- 
pean nations were admitted to Canton freely, if thCTe were no 
restrictions upon their admission to Canton, 1 have great doubt 
whether it would centre in an emporium. Canton is a place of 
long-established trade, and people would prefer it, at least for a 
time, even if the others were more convenient ; but this is a 
point exceedingly difficult to determine upon. 1 have oflen 
thought of it, but I have never been able to make up my mind, 
whether the trade would take the channel of Sincapore, or whe- 
ther it would continue to centre at Canton. Trade takes a long 
time before it quits an established channel, even to go into a 
more convenient one, when such is opened or presented. 

3682a. Supposing an interruption to take place in the Euro- 
pean trade of China, are you of opinion that a considerable quan- 
tity of tea might be brought in Chinese vessels to Sincapore, or 
some other emporium in the eastern Archipelago ? — 1 conceive 
so. 1 think it was a great point, during the discussions respect- 
ing the former charter with the East-India Company, to establish 
that fact themselves. Mr. Drummond, now Lord Strathallen, 
gave it distinctly in evidence, that a very large quantity of iOO i 
might be imported into Europe through such a chonn^ ( 

evidence is to be found upon the records of the Committee of 
the House of Commons, 1 think, in 1812. It seemed, indeedi 
to be a settled point, especially in reference to the Rulipphie 
Islands, and others. I have a short entry on this sut|{ect, 
out of a note-book that I kept at Sincap<;tre; it is 
22d of August 1825, and the result of a conversation*^ 
commanders of some junks : — The tea cons^ed vodffitr 
China is brought from Tchoutcheou, on the confines qfCUnton 
and Fokien, but in the jurisdiction of the former, to Hainan, 
from whence it comes to Saigun and other places. It is fOl the 
produce of Fokien. Into Saigun there are annually imported 
about 70,000 boxes of tea, of 20 catties each, and into Hu6 
about 1 0,000 boxes. It is impossible to conjecture the quan- 
tity brought into Tonquin, as a great part of it is imported by 
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land, 'nie price of the ordinary qualities at Tchoutcheou and 25 Mar. 18J0. 
Canton is 26 dollars per pecul: the same tea would be sold at 7 ; 

Saigun for 40 dollars. My informants state> that any quantity ^ * 

whatever of tea may be imported into Sincapore^ which the 
market may dempa, from Chaotcheou, Changlim, and other 
part8» either Man or green. ^ The commanders of junks will do 
thi9 in imite of any regulations to the contrary. Information 
furnished by commanders of Saigun junks, 22d August 1825.” 

Note, 80,0Q0 boxes of tea, of 20 catties each, are equal to about 
2,130,000 pounds. The prices of 26 and 40 dollars per pecul 
are equal to lOcf. and IB^d, per pdund. • ^ 

3683a. Have you paid any attention to the|tatistics df China 
•— 1 have paid the usual attention to it. I have read a good deal* 
upon the subject. 

3684a. Will you state what you* consider the population of 
China to be ?-«-f have here a tabic containing a variety of sta- 
tistical particulars with regard to China. ^ 

3685a. From what source have you derived that table ? — I 
have a paper describing tlie sources from which 1 have taken it. 

3686a. Will yolt have the goodness to deliver in those 
papers. 


[ The wUness delivered in the samCf tohich voas read as JbUom .*3 
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TABLE tthibidfig 8 Brief Vietr 8# the 


pnontreito. 

Latitude 

of 

ProiVlncial 

TraVeUtaigl 
Distaiioe of 
Ftovindial 
Capitals 
EfomPddtk 

Areaof ^kIi 
P rovince 

In 

SUiftte MUea. 

iPupalaUcm. 

IShablttBts 
to the 


Fecheley 

N. 

o / 

39 55 


59,700 

3,504,038 

58 

£. 

923,931 

Kiannan 

32 

4 

862 

85,000 

30,405,258 

367 

2;4S8,476 

Kiansi 

28 37 

1,024 

72,000 

5,922,160 

82 

981,874 

Fokicn..t#.. i. 

26 

2 

2,202 

57,150 

1,684,520 

29 

877,507 

Chekian 

30 20 

1,185 

37,200 

18,975,099 

510 

1,357,693 

HoukouaA 

30 34 

1,133 

168,300 

33,702,379 

200 

738,123 

Honan 

34 52 

553 

62,000 

2,662,969 

43 

1,052,826 

Slianton ........ 

36 44 

287 

56,800 

25,447,6.33 

448 1 

1,231,607 

Shansi 

37 53 

431 

63,500 

1,860,816 

29 

1,061,916 


34 15 

952 

167,700 

257,704 

H 

497,610 

Sechuen 

30 40 

2,048 

175,600 

7,789,782 

44 

195,484 

Canton 

23 10 

2,720 

97,100 

1,491,271 

15 

424,567 

Koiiansi 

25 13 

2,680 

87,800 

2,569,518 

29 

146,828 

Yunnan 

25 

6 

2,946 

131,400 

2,255,459 

17 

165,306 

Koneiclieou .... 

26 30 

2,745 

51,200 

2,941,391 

67 

36,764 


RECAPITULATION. 


Area of China, exclusive of Tartary and dependent ^rovinbes, 


in English square miles 1,372,450 

Total population of ditto 141,470,005 

Rate of population to the square mile in ditto 103 

Total revenue ;£11,64!),912 

Rate of taxation per head. Is. 7<f. *76 

Army 1,182,000 

Rate of military foicc to the population as 1 to 1 19 
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Statiftics of China Proper^ &c. &c. 



DISTINGUISHI1«^0 PRODUCTIONS AND INDUSTRY. 


Tin, lead, the vine, mineral 1:oal, marble, saltpetre, fossil alkali. 

{ Com, salt, cotton, cotton apd idlk fabrics, porcelain^ line green 
tea, foreign trade. 

Gold, silver, lead, iron, tin, vitriol, com, alum, fine porcelain. 

{ Quicksilver, iron^ iron manufactums, tip, silk fabrics, fine 
black tea, foreign trade, marble. ‘ 

Com, silk, silk &brics, fine black and green teas, foreign trade. 
Quicksilver, tin, corn, fine tea, paper, cinnabar. * 

Copper, com. 

Com, trade seaway’s. 

i Mineral coal, woollen stuffs, salt from lakes and springs, the 
vine, bheep, cinnabar. 

{ Mineral coej, cinnabar, rhubarb, musk, sheep, salt from lakes 
and springs and fossil salt, hair manufactures. 

J Copper, gold, iron, tin, lead, amber, musk, horses, silk, sugar, 
rhubarb, salt from springs. 

{ Copper, iron, tin, lead, quicksilver, silk, sugar, camphor, 
foreign trade, marble. 

Copper, tin, silver, cassia, slieep. 

{ Gold, silver, copper, tin, zinc, silk, salt, tea, musk, trade by 
land with Burmans and Siamese. 

Gold, silver, copper, quicksilver, grass dotli. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Population of China Proper 

Ditto. . of the province of Ching King, or Lias Toung .... 

Ditto. . of . . Kansu 

Compiled population of Tartary 

Military force in Kansu, not included in the population 

Ditto .... in Ching King ditto 

Ditto .... in the country of the Manchoos 

Ditto .... in. . • . ditto Mongols 

Ditto .... in. • . . ditto * Bucharia, &c 

Ditto .... in Tibet 

Marine 

Civil officers, not included in the population 

Militajy ditto 

Army in China Proper, exclusive of officers 


141,470,005 

480,643 

340,086 

12 , 000,000 

123,000 

4.000 
10,000 

50. 000 

45.000 

6.000 

31.000 
9,611 
7,552 

1,182,000 
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25 Mar. 1830. NOTE. — The accompanying Table is chiefly compiled from the 

following authorities, viz. from a “ Statistical View of C^na, ex- 

John Crau/itrd, tracted from original documents by M. Klaproth,” contained in fte 
Appendix to Timkowskie’s Travels, London, 

Ualde’s China ; from the last edition of Grosier’s China^ '7 vols. 
8 VO. Paris, 1818; and from the Tables contained in a work, 
entitled, Histoire de la Chine, &c. &c. by M. Le Clerc, Beran^n, 
1777- A few particulars are derived from personal information.' 

Provinces, — The ancient division of China is into fifteen pro- 
vinces ; but two of the largest, Kiannan and Houkouan, haye, of 
late years, been subdivided each into two, making the whole seven- 
teen. The table is according to the old division. 

Travelling Distance of Provincial Capitals from Pekin, — The dis- 
tance in the original documents are given in Chinese lis, a mea- 
sure of 1897^ English feet, and ta^en from the Imperial Civil 
Kalendar. 

Ar ^, — This is calculated from a common map of China ; and all 
modern maps of that country are known to be drawn from one ori- 
ginal, that of the Jesuits. The Chinese territory extends from 
about the 20th to the 40th degree of north latitude ; but the finest 
parts of it are embraced in the space which lies between the 28th 
and 38th degrees, whether in respect to soil, climate, or position. 

Population. — The document which furnished the materials for 
the population is the new edition of 1790, of the work called the 
** Great Imperial Geography.” The population of China has 
usuallv been supposed in Europe to be extravagantly estimated ; 
but when the vast extent of the empire is considered, it is certain 
that the country is more under than overpeopled. This will appear 
clear enough from the following comparison with the population of 
some other countries. 

China, per square mile 103 Austrian Dominions ... 110 

Old British Possessions in Bengal 240 France 164 

Hindustan throughout 104 England 222 

By casting the eye over the Table, it will appear that the popula- 
tion is very unequally spread over the country. There are, in fact, 
but four provinces out of the fifteen which are denselv inhabited, 
embracing between them little more than a fourth part of the area of 
the empire, but containing above two-thirds of the population, and 
of these three only are remarkable for their populousnesa. The 
rest of the empire is, in fact, but scantily inhabited. Much of the 
surface of China is mountainous and sterile, a fact which has 
struck all intelligent travellers and visitors. In point of natural 
fertility it is evidently much inferior to all our possessions iuBeng^, 
and even to Hindustan in general, although ove^ the latter coun- 
try it possesses great advantage, in the numbef and superiority of 
its navigable rivers and harbours. The population, as elsewhere, 
has accumulated in the fertile alluvial plains towards the debouches 
nients of the great rivers, along the borders of lakes, and in the 
neighbourhood of the creeks, bays, and harbours, with which some 
parts of the coast appear to be so remarkably indented. Two of 
the most populous, as well as industrious and civilized provinces, 
Kiannan and Chekian, besides almunding in l^kes and inlets of the 
sea, contain the dhbouchemevds of the two great rivers of China, 
and it is here that the mass of the population appears to be 
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.. concentrated. Shanton, besides containing many harbours and 25 Mar. 1830. 

lakes^ is intersected by the Impcrfal Canal; and Houkoaun, 

idthough a central province, contains extensive lakes, and is db/m C'mufurdt 
..Intersected by one of the large rivers, ivhich appears to pass ^‘9* 
through a wide plain uninterrupted by mountains. Two of the pro- 
‘ vmces best known to us. Canton and Fokicn, arc so remarkably 
mountainous, that they seem always to have relied upon their 
neighbourhoods for supplies of corn, the first being furnished from 
the neighbouring province to the westward of it, and recently from 
the Philippine Islands, and the last from the fertile and under- 
peopled island of Formosa. I have no doubt, however, that the 
population of the province of Canton is for thg present times much 
underrated, "Tend that through means of the foreign trade it Ivas 
greatly augmented within the forty years since (hebensus was taken.^ 

By the editors of the Canton Register, I perceive that it is consi- 
dered to be as populous as Scotland, or to contain about two 
millions and a half of inhabitants, which ‘would give twenty-tive 
instead of fifteen inhabitants to the square mile. The extedt of the 
' woods in the province of Canton, and the neighbouring one of 
Konansi, is indicated by the large amount of two articles of th^ 

‘ exports of China to foreign parts, cassia and camphor, both of 
which are productions of the forest. Canton, for example, pro- 
duces yearly not much less than 6,000 peculs of the latter article, 
or about 800,000 lbs. weight. The frequent presence of the metals 
in the north-western provinces indicates a mountainous country, 
a primitive formation, and a territory not distinguished for 
fertility. This, indeed, is well known to be the case, particularly 
with the great province of Yunnan. Qn the north-west frontier the 
country is still more sterile; and here occurs the great province of 
Shensi, with less than two inhabitants to a square mile. This part 
of the country is not only destitute of rivers, but liable to droughts, 
and to the depredations of locusts. 

Revenue , — The account of the revenue is taken from the Imperial 
Civil Kalendar, published quarterly at Pekin. The statement here 
given by M. Klaproth seems to be the same as that which has been 
translated by Mr. Huttmann, the secretary of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, and refers to as late a period as the year 181 4. The Chinese 
revenue consists of a land-tax, partly levied in money and partly in 
kind, customs and transit duties, a monopoly of salt, licenses of 
pawnbrokers, and other miscellaneous taxes, a tax levied on coals at 
the mine, &c. M. Klaproth gives the total amount of the revenue 
levied in money at a sum which is equal, taking the Chine.se ounce 
at 6r., to ^10,005,250, and Mr.Huttmann at .£10,818,367: adding 
to the first the value of the tax in corn, we have the sum of 
j£l 1,649,912 givpn in the table. According to this view, the taxes 
' paid by one hupdrec} and forty-one millions of Chinese do not greatly 
exceed onc-half of what is paid by ninety millions of British subjects 
in India, much inferior to them in industry and civilization. The 
tax per head in China is 1^. Tid. : in the British possessions in India 
it is 4s. Sjd.* The land-tax in China, the principal one, is said to 
be fixed and permanent ; and indeed the moderation of the taxes 
throughout is, in all probability, the principal element in the good 
government of the Chinese ; for that good government exists, in a 

* iVb/e.— East- India Annual Revenue Accounts, printed ]\Iny 1828. 



4S0 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS} 


95 Mar, 1830. 

JWm CraufurdB 
Esq* 


relatiTe de{;ree» ifi sufficiently indicated by the supeiinrityof tlife 
people in all useful industry to every other Asiatic nation, 

MiUiary Force.— Ono-third of the military force of China ia iaid 
to exist only on the muster-rolls. Whether this be the caseornot^ 
no doubt the ivholc is a burden upon the people and govertimeht. ' 
The amount is not so exorbitant as might be supposed, being but as 
one to 119 to the whole population: whereas the army oiT Rusdat 
the country that most resembles China, is as one to 75. 


3687o. You have stated that China Proper extends 
the 20tli degree of, latitude to the 4>0th; are there not terrif 
ries dependent upon China whicli extend mud. farther nor* 

, than that ? — Yes ;• there is an estimate of the population jt 
those territories in the table, but it is little better Uian cn ^ 
jecture. 

368da. Will you state to what degree of latitude the territo- 
ries dependent upon China reach ? — I cannot ; I should sajr, 
probably, to the 45th or 47th degree. Pekin itself is nearly 
the latitude of 40. / 


3689a. Have you paid particular attention to the tea tradt^ . \ 
— ^Yes, I have paid a good deal of attention to it. 


3G90a. Will you state the result of your inquiries respcctiiig 
the cultivation of tea ?— Having never been in China, I have 
never seen the tea-plant cultivated properly as it ought to be ; 
I have seen the tea-plant growing in Cochin China only. 

3691a. In what degrees of latitude is it generally grown ?— 
It will grow any where ; but it will make very bad tea in warm 
climates. It is a very vigorous, hardy plant ; I have seeqj^t 
live upon the very Equator, or close to it ; and it grows again as 
far as tlic 45tli degree of latitude. 

3692a. Within what degrees of latitude do you think it could 
be grown, so as to produce a good article of commerce ? — One 
can judge only from what is known to take place in China. I 
believe good tea is confined generally to the climate probably 
extending from 25 to 32 or 33 degrees. 

3693a. Do you understand that the tea<-plant is cultivated in 
most of the provinces of China ?— There is no doubt it is. I 
know it to be cultivated in the province of Yannen, which is the 
most westernly province of China, because 1 have seen it 
brought in considerable quantities toAva; and it was stated 
to be the product of that province. 

3694a. Is it cultivated in any other country besides China ?— 
It is cultivated in Japan, in Cochin China, and in Tonquin. 

3695a. Is any of the tea that is grown out of China as good as 
that which is the genuine China tea ? — All other tea that I 
have seen is sufficiently bad. I take it that a great deal of skill 
and industry are necessary to grow tea. I should think that the 
vine is almost a complete parallel with the tea-plant. The tea 
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ilfteowfi to bd bot&nteally one specie^, so is the vine ; and, 1 25 Mst. im 
believe, every distinction that arises betvreen green tea and 7; — . . 

Uocit tea to 1)6 owing to climate, soil, and cultivation. The 
platiOa^at produce fine teas are like the spots which produce 
nnb wines, from all accounts exceedingly limited ; the places 
th^t produce coarse teas are very widely spread. 

3696a. Is the coarse tea in general consumption throughout 
China P^From all 1 have been able to ascertain, it is in very 
geni^ral cultivation and general consumption. It could not be 
flNfcrally consumed unless it were generally cultivated. The 
oeoplc are poor, and could not afford to use it if it were not cul- 
thated upon the '*Very spot where it is consumed. 

^ ^697a. Do the lower orders in China drink tea? — I have 

Oc /stood universally. Those that reside in foreign countries are 
perpetually sipping tea. 1 recollect a Hindoo sepoy once called 
my attention to some Chinese who were at work, telllbg me, 
that those people never drank water, that they always drank 
’ Vf ; that was the explanation he gave. The matter appeared, qf 
ctmrse, strange to one of a people who themselves hardly ever 
' 'nk any thing but water. 

1698a. Can you state the description of tea that is in com- 
h use amongst the lower class of Chinese ; is it bohea or 
igo?— 'Those are European names. 1 believe 1 have under- 
stood from the Chinese, who liavc been in the tea districts^ 
that the name of Bohea, particularly, is that of a certain place 
in which some of the finest black tea that is exported is grown ; 
but I think it may be inferred from the statement I have drawn 
U]|4^hat the tea we name bohea is generally consumed in China, 

I nave a comparative statement of the prices of new and old 
tea in Canton in season in 1828-9 ; I find that the bohea tea 
is precisely of the same pi ice in the month of^May, when out 
of season, that it is in the month of November, *in season ; that 
there is not the least variation in the price, whereas there is an 
Immense variation in the prices of all the other kinds, par- 
ticularly in those dealt in by Europeans, and especially in the 
green teas. 

S699a. Do you infer that the teas consumed in China by the 
Chinese themselves arc black teas? — 1 understand them to be 
universally black. 

3700tt. And the great bulk to be of an inferior description? 

—And the great bulk to be of an inferior description, of course. 

3701a. Have you recently looked at the qualities of teas 
imported into this country, and can you state the profiortion 
which the inferior descriptions of tea bear to the superior? — 

I have made a calculation of that, but I have it not by me. I 
have a statement of the proportions of the higher classes of tea 
in America and in this country. Tea is an article of general 
consumption in thiiJ country ; it is not ao to so great a degree 
in America. There is a larger proportior of good tea consumed 
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in America than there is in this countryi tmd a itiuch hiCgiBr 
proportion of inferior tea is consumed in this country. 

3702(7. Is it & fact that the great bulk of the imppr^ of teas 
for the English market consists of inferior description^of tea?-* 
The great bulk of the tea consists of congo ; I think, prohabljf 
20,000,000 out of 30,000,000. 

3703a. Are you of opinion that the quantity of fine teas re- 
quired for the market of Europe might be augmented in China? 
—I should think not very materially. The kinds that are now 
produced, I should thinks much resemble in production some of 
the finer wines. There are, as is well known, some particular 
wines of which the quality cannot be much augmented without 
deterioration of quality . But that other fine teas, not at present 
known to us, may be discovered, I have no doubt, because theie 
arc evidently many fine teas that do not reach us ; for example, 
the teas sent to Kussia are obviously a different description of 
tea altogether from those that we receive, and the produce ap- 
parently of other provinces. 

3704a. Do you know what provinces ? — No ; I suspect Some 
of the central provinces. 

3705a. Is that of a different description from what we im- 
port ?— Yes, it differs from it materially ; it is evidently another 
production ; it differs from it as much as claret does from bur- 
gundy. 

3706a. Arc you aware whether fine tea is now produced in 
some of the provinces of China which have no export to Europe ? 
-»I have been told so by Chinese, and the fact is confirmed by 
the most authentic works I have read. 


3707a. What are those provinces ?— I understand there is 
very fine tea produced in Yunnan and Honkonang. 

3708a. What kind of tea is produced in Cochin China?—* 
Very inferior tea indeed ; it is a large-leafed tea ; very tittle care * 
seems to be taken in the cultivation, and very little the \ 

preparation. Tlie Cochin Chinese do not infus^ 

The tea, it may be remarked, seems to be a pecu 
the larger the leaf and the older, the less strength 
there seems to be in the tea, and the younger the Ibl 
delicate and high-fiavoured it is. 



3709a. Do the better classes in Cochin China consume 
Chinese tea ? — They do. 

3710a. Is that the case in the Burman empire?— In the 
Burman empire they consume very little tea, besides what they 
grow themselves. This last, although a genuine tea botanically, 
is a peculiar variety. The Burmese mix it with oil of scasimum 
and garlic, and give it to their guests as a token of welcome, 
lliere is a very large consumption of it, and it is a considerable 
branch of trade. 


3711a. Can you furnish the Lommittec with any information 
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res^i^ing the Russian tea-trade ?— -When I resided at Brussels, 25 Mar. 1830. 
about eight or nine months ago, a Belgian gentleman of rank ^ 

offered tO'Airnish me with answers to any queries I might put Egg, * 
ufiion subject. 

37lS!a.* Was he engaged in commerce ? — He was not engaged 
in commerce ; but he wrote to a gentleman at St. Petersburgh 
.'who was, and I have here a tranidation of the replies of the 
latter to the questions which I prepared. 

3713a. Will you have the goodness to read them. 

fitness read the same^ as JbUom ;] 


** What kinds of tea are imported from Chiaa tt> Kiachita ? 

None but of the first qualities, whether blai^k or green ; but the * 
great importations consist of black, the green being but of slender 
eojisumption in Russia. 

** What are the prices at Kiachta of low, middling, anti first 
qualifies ?- -As the inferior qualities are not imported into Russia, 

has been already seen, the prices cannot consequently be annexed.. 
The consumption has a determination towards the first qualities, on 
account of the duty being the same for ail kinds, without distinction 
<if colour or quality. Thus, a pound of very inferior tea pays exactly 
the same custom-house duty as the most select which is imported. 
As to the price of the first qualities, it is difficult to determine it 
exactly, because the tea is always taken in barter, against Russian 
and other productions, principally, however, Russian. This barter, 
which is entirely in the hands of the Russian merchants, is an 
obstacle to obtaining, unless very imperfectly, the real price of teas 
at Kiachta. This matter, in fact, is made a secret with the mer- 
^ants. However, according to the information which I have ob- 
tained, the price of black or green tea may be comnjoiily estimated 
at about three paper rubles the Russian pound. 


■“ What are the prices of tea at St. Petersburgh ?— The answer 
to the first question is equally applicable here, •as far as relates 
to^^^^]^'iii^rior qualities, of which the price is not known at St. 
• ]^teni||i||!|^ On the other hand, as in Russia black teas are in 
' than green, they bear the same price at Petersburgh 

where the trade is principally conducted ; both kinds 
sold wholesale at from eight to nine paper rubles the 
''Iftiml^HB^nd. The importation duty of three paper rubles, 
..-jdlW lWBQ profits, included. 

'^’^A're the teas imported at Kiachta the produce of the provinces 
of Kiannan and Fokien ?— No ; they come from the centre of 
China. 


** Are the teas consumed in Russia equal, in point of taste and 

flavour, to those used in England, France, and Germany ? They 

are in all respects superior to those consumed in these last coun- 
tries. In the first place, as has been already said, the higher quali- 
ties only are consumed in Russia. In the next, they undergo no 
sea-voyage — a voyage which causes them to lose much of their 
strength, freshness, and flavour. To make a comparison, 1 would 
say that the black is of a superior quality to the tea known by us 
under the name of pekoe ; and that the green is better than that 
which passes under the name of imperial. In use, the difference 

3 R 
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between the teas coming sea-wise and those cbming by land through 
Kiachta, is so remarkable, that it is no exaggeration to say th^ a 
pound of the last goes as far as two pounds of the first. The tea 
which goes under the name of Caravan tea, sells in Germany and 
France at the rate of 10 or \2 florins the half Netherlands pound. 
But the importation of this tea into the latter countries is very 
trifling, and consequently it is difficult to get it genuine. 

** What is the quantity of tea annually brought to the fair of 

Kiachta ? The importations of tea at Kiachta, and at two other 

places which have the privilege of carrying on the trade, amount 
yearly to 700,000 ponds, or 28,000,000 of pounds. 

“ What class <s it that consumes tea in Rq&w^-^rhe great 
mass of the. nation uses it, from the lord to the peasant or serf, all 
who possess a litlle means. 

" Whut is the yearly value of the exportations and importations 

at Kiachta? The value is estimated at 150,000,000 of paper 

rubles. 

“ Can any Russian merchant establish himself at Kiachta ? 

The merchants carrying on the trade are for the most part Mus- 
covites ; but any Russian may engage in it, paying the corporation 
tax (droits des guildcs). 

** What are the principal articles disposed of by the Russians 

to the Chinese? Among other articles, broad-cloths, velvets, 

polemites^ furs, Italian coral, leather ( jafls, &c.). 

Is there any published work in Russia on the subject of the 

trade carried on at Kiachta ? The Russian Government has a 

statistical work on the subject, but it is not published.” 


3714a. Wliat is the value of the paper ruble?— About I0\d. 
or thereabouts. 

3715a. Can you state generally the course of the Russian 
trade with China, and tlie mode in which the tea is brought to 
Europe?—! understand that it is a very tedious affair; that 
when the goods are conveyed by water it takes three years from 
Kiachta to the eastern frontier of European Russia, and when 
it comes by land it takes one year. By three years is meant 
three short summers. For eight or nine months of the year 
the rivers are frozen up and impassable. 1 have always thought 
that this branch of trade much resembled in character the over- 
land commerce that was carried on before the discovery of the 
Cape of Good Hope ; and that if tea brought sea-wise could, be 
imported into Russia, scarcely a pound of the tea now used 
would be consumed, fine as it is. The direct commerce between 
Russia and China would then probably be confined to that part 
of the Russian empire which is the immediate neighbourhood of 
China. 

3716a. Do you understand that the Russians experience any 
difficulty from being in immediate contact with the Chinese? — 
I do not understand that they do. I have read that they have 
even convicts upon the very frontiers. It is stated that there 
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are alwavfi from 1,000 to 1,500 of these, and that when they ^5 Mar. 1830. 

escape they are immediately taken* up by the Chinese govern- 

tnent, and sent back again, with a request that they should ^ * 

receive a little additional punishment for polluting the Chinese 

territory, beyond what they had a right to receive for their 

flight 

3717ir. How long did you reside at Sincapore ? — About three 
years. 

3718n. What is the population of Sincapore ?— I think between 
ftiiO flO qnd 9,000, when I went there in 1823. 

3719/1. 'V\rert;*'you the resident there ? — I was the resident at 
Sincapore, acting under the Governor-general of Bengal. • 

3720a. When was the settlement first made at Sincapore ?« 

In 1819. 

3721a. Was it not then in a very rude state ?— Th6re were 
only 200 or 300 Malay inhabitants. 

; 3722a. In what year did you leave it.^ — In 1825. • 

3723a. What was the amount of the population then ? — I 
have prepared a statement upon that subject, which 1 will 
deliver in. 

[^Thc •tjoitness delivered in the tvkich was rend, as Jbllows .*] 


Population of Sincapore for the Five Years ending 1828, 


1 

1 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

Europeans 

I 74 

84 1 

Ill 

87 

103 

Native Christians 

I 

132 

206 

188 

193 

Armenians 

! 

9 1 

1 18 

19 1 

25 

Arabs 

Natives of Coromandel \ 

15 

10 

17 

’ Id 

17 

and Malabar / 

Natives of Bengal and 
other parts of liin- : 
dostan j 

390 

690 

605 

777 

1,095 

366 

226 

384 

244 

294 

Siamese 




7 


Bugis 

1,851 

1,704 

1,442 

1,242 

1,252 

Malays 

4, .560 

5,130 

5,697 

4,790 

5,336 

3.55 

Javanese 

— 

38 

146 

267 

Chinese 

.3,317 

3,828 

4,279 

6,088 

6,210 

Afncan Negroes . 

— 

• — 

2 

5 

— 

Total '. 1 

10,683 1 

11,851 1 

1 2,905 

13,732 

14,885 


Troops in Sincapore, 561 ; Convicts, 388. 
Increase of population in five years near 40 per cent. 


3724<a. Is that number you have stated the entire number of 
persons on the island, or only of fixed settlers ? — I understand 
those to be the fixed settlers. 
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S725a. Did you find a mixed population of that nature difficult . 
to manage ?— By no means; quite the contrary. . . 

3726a. What is the nat are of the harbour of Sincapefc?^ — It 
is an open road ; it is not a harbour. But this is a matter of no 
consequence in those latitudes ; there is never a storm there ; 

I have never known even a squall continue more than half an 
hour or three-quarters of an hour, and such squalls are of no 
great violence. 

3727a. Is it entirely a free port? — Entirely. The Americans 
are excluded from it; but that is in virtue of a treatj have 
with the Americans, by which, in consequc;;OiCO'':>r''e^oying 
certain pVivilegefs beyond others at these, they are contined to 
four principal settlements. Sincapore having become a British 
possession since the treaty, of course they are not allowed to 
trade tq it. 

3728a. Are there any duties at Sincapore ? — No ; nor any 
port-charges whatever. 

3729a. Do you attribute the increase of the settlement to 
that circumstance ? — No doubt, and to its convenient situation. 

3730a. Can you give the amount of exports and imports to 
Sincapore ?-*-! have a statement of the imports and exports of 
Sincapore for the years 1826-7 and 1827-8, which appeared in 
the Sincapore Chronicle of the 11th and 25th September 1828. 


[27ie •witness delivered in the same^ which was ready as Jblltms:^ 


IMPORTS. 

Tlie following is a Comparative Statement of the Amount of the Imports of 
tiiis Settlement for tlie Years 1826-7, and 1827-8. 


Names of Places. 

1826-7. 

1827-8. 

Increase. 

Decreasew 

From 

Sicca Rupees. 

Sicca Rupees. 

Sicca Rupees. 

Sicca Rupees. 

Calcutta 

19,53,120j 

23,16,466; 

3,63,346 

... 

Madras 

4,03, 00 Ij 

4,14,697; 

ll,696i 

... 

Bombay 

2,55, 700| 

3,76,889i 

1,21,189 

— 

England 

28,35,477 

19,20,126; 

— 

9,15,350} 

Foreign Europe .... 

— 

5,41,673 

5,41,673 


America 

3,69,959 

— 


3,69,959 

China 

15,13,555 

17,92,6744 

^,79,1191 


Prince of Wales’ Island. . 

6,72,523 

8,83,015: 

2,10,192} 


Malacca 

3,06,438} 

2,78,627: 

... 

27,811} 

Java 

11,78,675} 

22,84,637: 

11, 05^962 

.. 

Isle of France 

82,122} 

' 1,55,951 

73,828} 


Ceylon 

10,525 

19,355: 

8,830} 

... 

Siam 

4,61,006; 

2,75,819; 

— 

1,85,186} 

Cochin China 

3,22,790i 

1,08,449; 

— 

2,14,341 

Acheen 

1,00, 932i 

2,896; 

— 

98,036} 

Other Native Ports 

31,53,958; 

35,14,720; 

3,60,761i 

— 


1,36,19,786 

1, 48,85, 999j 

30,76,898^ 

18,10,6851 


Total Increase of Imports 1 2,66,2 13| Sicca Rupees. 
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EXPORTa 25 Mar. 1830. 

Tlie following is* a Comparative Statement 6f the Amount of the Exports of 

•• •• this SetUement for the Years 1826-7, and W27.8. Cranyfuni, 


Esq, 


Namei. of Places. 

1826-7. 

1827-8. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

To 

Calcutta 

Sicca Rupees. 
20,39, 76li 
2,78,928| 
5,26, 188i! 
21,15,118 
5,74,4:wi 
24,64,815 
4,38,35 6 J 

Sicca Rupees. 

' 16,31,349} 
1 1,38,099 
1,88,012 
27,89,61:4} 
" 2.72, 230| 
15,19,897 
4,80,556 
6,46,122} 
10,26,379 
1,19,122} 
4,57,71:4 
8.5,576 

Sicca Rupees. 

Sicca Rupees. 
4,08,412 

Madras 

8,59,170f 

Bombay 

.3,38.176} 

ItViisriftnd 

6,74,395} 

—one 

3,02,226J 

9,44,918 

• 

. I “ 

China .. 


Malacca 

• «I2-,199; 

; 2,76, :i45, 
1,99,413; 

59,222i 

1,16,3.80 

Peiiailg 

3,69,7771 

8,26,965} 

59,900l 

3,41,33:4 

2,89,856} 

26,219} 

3,531.384 

• 

.Tava 


Mauritius, &c 

Siam 

1 

CiiChin China 

2,04,2804 

26,219} 

Achcen 


Other Native Ports .... 

I 35,17,438} 

— 



1,38,83,062 


1,38,72,010 


22,27,126^ 22,38,1 78 J 


Total Decrease of Exports.. 11,052 Sicca Rupees. 


«S731a. Have you got an account of the tea imported into 
Sincapore ? — 1 have an account of the tea exported, but none 
of the tea imported. It is, however, given in a manner that Is 
not very distinct, and I am not able to give the quantities as 
they ought to be given. In 1826-7 it was 2,462 boxes and 103 
peculs, three chests and 275 packages. In 1827-8, 267 peculs, 
10 catties, 1,572 chests, and 80 packages. 

3732a. Can you give the Committee any noytion of the quan- 
tity of tea consumed by the Chinese in Sincapore ? — I have an 
extract of a letter which 1 received from Sincapore about a 
month ago, dated the 31st of July 1829. I put the question to 
one of the principal merchants in Sincapore, and this is the 
answer I received to it : — I have not been able to get the iii- 
foimation about the tea-trade in the way that I would wish. 
The Chinese here say a family of six persons will consume 
about 30 catties (401bs.) annually of good tea, costing 30 to 40 
dollars the pecul (ll^d. to 15^£f. per pound); labourers fully 
twice that quantity, at about 10 dollars the pecul, (3-^d. per 
pound.) There can be little doubt that both tea and raw silk 
could be brought here by the junks to any extent, were there 
any inducement fur them to do so. I will, however, endeavour 
to get detailed information to some extent, and write you more 
fully hereafter.” 

3733a. Have 3 ^ou formed any calculation of the consumption 
of tea in China, d'educed from that datum ? — The consumption 
here given for the lower orders is double the consumption for 
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25 Mar. 1830. tlie better classes ; it amounts to 70 pounds weight per annunij 
T — at an average, for the lower classes, for a family of six persons. 

Jo n But the labouring classes in Sincapore are, in all probabilitj^, in 

far more easy circumstances than the labouring classes in China ; 
and though the tea be cheaper here, it is not likely that the 
lower orders there should be able to consume an equal quantity. 
Supposing they consumed only one-half of it, and that the 
population be taken at 141 millions, exclusive of Tartary, there 
would be about 280 millions of pounds of tea consumed, or 
about twenty-eight times the consumption of this country. 

3734a. You have been on a mission to ^iarar:^id*^o^n 
China ?-t I have# 

^ 3735a. Did you find any difficulty in conducting the objects 
of that mission, as arising from your not being clothed with 
authority from the King of this country? — I certainly did; and 
in the llurman mission also. 

3736a. If you had been considered as deputed from the King 
of England, do you conceive that you would have had greater 
facilities in accomplishing the objects of the mission ? — I do 
not know with respect to mere commercial objects that I should 
have had more facility, but 1 should have had a more gracious 
reception. They were offended at receiving a mission from 
a governor or viceroy. Had my powers been derived from the 
Crown, I should have been received at Cochin China, where 1 
was not received at all. 

37S7ti. Were you deputed by the Governor-general of India ? 
—I was. 

3738a. Upon what ground do you form that opinion ? — Upon 
the positive assurance of the persons connected with the court 
of Cochin China, 

3739a. Did you go to Siam in a King’s vessel, or in a merchant 
vessel ? — I went there in a merchant vessel selected expressly 
for the purpose. I might have had an armed vessel ; but it was 
my own suggestion that it should be a merchant vessel, and it 
was readily acceded to by the Government, who saw the pro- 
priety of it. 

3740a. Did you see any of the officers of the court of Cochin 
China? — I did ; and had interviews with them. ^ 

3741a. You have referred, in a statement you liave delivered 
in, to the opinions of M. Klaproth ; by what means did you 
become acquainted wdth those opinions? — By reading them in 
M. Klaproth's works. 

3742a. Have you any means of knowing what Mr. Klaproth’s 
opinion is as to the opening of the trade in China to British 
ships generally? — 1 have not. But I should not think that 
M. Klaproth’s opinion was worth a farthing. I should think 
that a recluse scholar, residing in Paris, could be no judge of 
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the merits or demerits of a great political question, touching 25 Mur. 
the interests of this country. * 

3743a; Upon what ground have you though t*it expedient to 
give to the Committee any detail of the opinions of M. Klaproth ^ 

upon this subject ? — I give no opinion of M. Klaproth whatever. 

1 have given a translation by M. Klaproth of certain original 
Chinese works. 1 never quoted any opinion of M. Klaproth. 

3744a.- You have stated that you have been in various parts 
of India, and also in the islands, holding various situations ; in 
situation were you first admitted into the Company’s 
service ?— i v/ent ^to the Company’s service in a medical ca- 
pacity in the first instance ; through my owp iAdustry*in some 
respects, and through probably a larger share of good fortune, 

1 w£^s in time raised to situation of trust and responsibility. 

3745a. Do you think that the Chihese settlers could cidtivatc 
the tea-plant with advantage in any of the British possessions 
in India ? — They might be usefully employed in that capacity ; 
but I should think, from what I know of the character of the? 

Chinese, and of the people of India generally, that without the 
aid of European capital and European superintendence, the . 
thing is not to be done in India. 

3746a. Do you think the tea-plant could be cultivated in India? 

— I think there is every reason to think that it might ; it has not 
been actually done, and therefore it is difficult to say absolutely 
that it could. But I am given to understand that it is cultivated 
with perfect success in the Brazils. 1 sec that circumstance 
stated in the work of a man of very considerable abilities, Dr. 

Clark Abel, who accompanied Lord Amherst, and with whom 
I had myself conversations upon the subject. 

3747a. To what extent is it cultivated in the Brazils? — To a 
very trifling extent; and in the botanical gardens of Rio 
Janeiro. Dr. Abel saw it prepared ; and he stated that the 
process was according to the Chinese plan. All this, I should 
say, was reported by him after he had seen the cultivation and 
preparation of tea in China. 

3748a. Do you think that any considerable commerce could 
be carried on between this country and the ports of Siam or 
Cochin China ? — There is a very considerable commerce carried 
on indirectly thrqu^h the medium of Sincapore, and one that, 
generally speaking, jncrcases from year to year. 

3749a. Do you mean a direct intercourse between Cochin 
China and Siam, or an intercourse been Cochin China and 
Sincapore, and between Sincapore and Siam ? — I mean a direct 
intercourse between Sincapore and those two countries. 

3750a. Arc there any articles that can be sent from this 
country that would be required there ? — There are great diffi- 
culties in any direct'intcrcoursc with the Siamese. 1 went upon 
a mission to that country, and I experienced very considerable 
difficulties. 
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25 Mar. 1830. 3751a. In what year diJyou go ?-r-In 1821. ■ . ' . 

MncZfiird. Can yon State tfie pnncipal difficulties you inet V 

Esq, — The greatest dimculty, I think, is the government itself 

carrying on trade, and all the officers of the government carry- 
ing on trade. The king owns junks, the princes own junks, anrd- 
I believe the princesses own large junks. They think ihni the 
best way of deriving gain from trade ; and have no conception 
that it would be for the benefit of the country to admit a free 
intercourse. They are in possession of their perquisites, and 
they like to keep them. 

37d3a. In what Vay were difficulties thr^n iiT^our way; 
was it by prohibitiqns or duties ? — The duticeare inconsiderable. 
The principal difficulty is the gf¥?ernment carrying on trade, 
and exercising a right of pre-emption : the duties are not heavy, 
and life and property are perfectly secure. 

3754a. What articles do they chiefly deal in ? — Siam produces 
a great number of articles ; it is a very fertile and productive. 
Country. 

3755a. With what countries do they chiefly trade ?— Their 
])rincipal intercourse is with China. This is a very large trade. 
Bankok, the capital of Siam, is probably the largest Asiatic 
trading place in the East, next to Canton. 

3756a. Are there articles produced in Siam which arc not 
produced in our colonies, wdiich may become articles of im- 
portation into this country? — We receive at this moment a 
large quantity of the produce of Siam in this country, which is 
brought to Sincapore by the junks 1 have mentioned, and 
eventually brought here : as for example, a large quantity of 
sugar, which is found in the price-currents under the name of 
China and Siam sugar. 

3757a. Are there other articles that aro^'eculiar to Siam ? — 
I do not know that 1 could name articles exclusively Siamese. 
Gamboge is an article which is not exactly peculiar to Siam, 
but it is chiefly brought from that country; it is a produce of 
Gambodia, as its name implies. 

3758a. The question refers to the Malay Peninsula gene- 
rally ? — There are a great number of artides ; peppier, teak- 
wood, tin, &c. * c 

3759a. Is there any direct commercial indercomese with Siam ? 
— Several ships have gone there; there 'have b^n several 
American and English ships. • V 

3760a. To what ports ? — To the port of Bankok, which is on 
the river that runs through a wide and extensive valley, and 
empties itself into the Gulf of Siam. 

3761a. Have British manufactures found their way into con- 
sumption in Siam ? — Very largely. I do not know any people 
that consume British manufactures more largely, the population 
being considered, except probably the inhabitants of the island 
of Java, 
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S7Q2a. You state that there are eighty or ninety junks trading 25 Mar. 1830. 

between China and Siam ; can you ktate what articles are car- 

ried in those Junks ? — A great variety of articled; sugar, pepper, ^ovfurd, 
gambogb, great quantities of wood for furniture, hides, tin, 
bones of animals, which 1 believe are partly used as manure, 
and partly in the manufacture of certain utensils. 

3763a. What are the articles of British manufacture chiefly 
in demand there ?*-Chintzes and white cloth, and woollens, 
and now a considerable quantity of cotton twist. 


Lunay Martiiy 1830. 

ROBERT RICKARDS, Esq. agSin called in, and examined. 29 Mar. 18.10. 

3764a. You presented to the Committee a calculation of the R- Rukaidi, 
profit and loss of one year’s investment of the China trade iti 
1820-21, being the last year \ihich you considered to be com- 
plete in the several items necessary to make up that charge ; 
have you, since making up that account, made up a similar 
account for any other years of the fourteen to which the tables 
allude ? It appeared to me at my former examination that 
there were some objections made to thf* statement I then deli- 
vered in, in consequence of the amounts of tea purchased in 
China and the quantities sold in this country not corresponding. 

That induced me to refer again to the official documents ; and I 
found, upon examination, that there were sundry years in those 
documents when the purchases and the sales more nearly 
agreed. I have therefore got now with me three statements, 
one of which is for the first year of the scries contained in the 
Tables No. 31, S2,*>nd 33 of Papers, &c. 4th June 1829, or 
1814-15 ; the other is for the last year of the scries, or 1827-8 ; 
and the other is an average of the whole period. The two first 
of these statements being for the first and last years of this 
pdriod, and the Committee being in possession of a statement 
for one of the central years, 1 next cast up all the columns of the 
Tables 31, 32, and 33, and thence deduced an average of the 
purchases,* sales, and charges for the whole period ; and the 
ibree statements^ thus prepared, are delivered in as containing 
the results qf this investigation. 

^The mtness delivered in the same. Nos. 1, 2, and 3, Hnjhieh 
were ready as Jhllows:'] 
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29 Mar. 1830. 

Rickardt, 

Esq. 


No. l.^^TATiMixrr to show the ajipirent Resalt of the East India Goapa- 
ny*s Tea Trade bn the Qnantity purcliased in Canton in 18]4-Ji9]L ande 
corresponding Quantity sold in 1815-16; and taking the Charges in China 
and in England at the same Amount as particularized in the Official Docu- 
ment before referred to for 1820-21.— (Fide Parliamentary PaperSf 14ch 
May 1824.) 


Cost of 26,195,144 lbs. of tea export- 
ed by the East India Company from 
Canton to England in 1814-15, as 
per No. 32 of Payers relating to 
the Trade with India and China,** 
. 4th June 1829.;.. r. £1,743,081 
Freight and demurrage, 
as per No. 31 of ditto , 

ditto... 1,680,632 

Chargee in China and 
England, as before.. 618,849 

4,042,612 
Profit.... 60,056 


£4,102,668 

Interest on home bond-debt as 
per No. 21 of ** Papers relating 
to the Finances of India, &c. 
Feb. 1830,** for the year 1815- I 

16 £235,967 

Dividends on stock as 
per do. for do. . . 629,902 


£865,669 


Sale amount of 26,234,244 lbs. of 
tea in 1815-16, 4s per No. 33 of 
Papers relatipg to the Trade with 
India and China,**.* 4tli JUhe 
1829 £4,102,668 




Profit brought down.. 60,056 
Deficiency 805,813 


£865,869 


AT.P.— In this Account the sale amount of tea, it will be observed, exceeds 
the quantity reported from China ; but if five per cent, (as in the other 
statements) be allowed for wastage, and accoidingly deducted from the 
aale-price, it will exhibit a loss on this account of £145,077 instead of the 
small profit above stated, and therefore make the whole deficiency 
£1,010,946. 


No. 2.— Statement to show the apparent Result of Ihe East-India Com- 
pany's Tea Trade, on the Quantity purchased in (ianton in 1827-8^ and m 
corresponding Quantity sold in 1828-9, and taking the Charges in China 
and England at the same Amount as particularized in the Official Docu- 
ment for 182D.2]. 

Cost in 1827-8 of 31,593,1 76 lbs. of Sale amount of 30,269,508 lbs. of 
tea, exported by the East-India tea, in 182)^.9, as per No. 41 of 

Company to England, as per No. “ Papers relating to the trade of 

32 of ** Papers relating to the Tn^e India and China,** Februaiy 1830, 
with being 
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with India and China, 4ith June 

1829 

Freight and demurrage, 
ai per No. 31 of ditto 783,759 

Charges in China and 
England as before 618,849 


being a quantity (with the allow- 29 Mar. 1830. 

ance of 5 per cent for wastage) 

equal to the]; purchased in it. Rickard$, 
1827-8 £3,527,05;t E$q. 


3,384,027 

Profit. 143,030 


£3,527,057 


iiii^ercst nn home debt for 1828-9, 
as per No. 21 of .^Igkpers,*' &c. 
February 1 830 .... ^^1^, 1 24 
Dividends on stock for’^ • 5 f 
ditto, as per ditto . . 629,0/ 




Piofit broiigjit down . 
Deficiency. ..... 


£7fi7,m 


143,030 

644,165 

£787,195 


* It may be remarked of this sum, that 30,269,508 lbs. of tea, in the pro^ 
portions given of the different sorts in the document of No. 41 above referred 
to, would, according to the prices of the period quoted in the Canton Price- 
Current, cost £1,936,58^: a sum so nearly corresponding with that in the 
above statement, that we may conclude the prices generally of the price-cur- 
rents are those at which the Company's purchases or contracts are made. 

t In No. 33 of ** Papers relating to the Trade with India and China,*' the 
sale amount of 182H.9 is stated at £3,286,272 on 2H,2.iO,383 lbs. This 
would exhibit an actual loss instead of profit, as compared with prime 
cost and charges. There is, indeed, a dibcrepancy in the official documents as 
to the quantities of tea sold in this year, which the authorities at the India- 
House can alone explain. 

In No. 33 of Papers, &c., as above, the quantity sold Is lbs. 


stated to be 28,230,383 

In No. 38 of the same Papers 29,982,060 

In No. 41 of the « Papers,” February 1830 30,269,502 


I have taken the larger quantity and sum, as a^ove stated, from the 
Papers of 1830, as appearing to afford a more unobjectionable comparisbii 
with the quantity of tea purchased. The result is a small profit, but leaving 
an ultimate deficiency, as compared with interest on bond debt and divi- 
dends,** of more than the whole amount of the dividends. 

Of the item for freight and demunage, it may be added, that if on further in- 
quiry it should be found to contain Indian as well as Chinese freight, it may 
still not exceed the average of freights exclusively Chinese for a series of years ; 
aince the average of the commercial freights and demurrage given in No. 31 
is no leas in the fifte^ years herein specified than £854,008. Any surplus, 
however, that may be included in the above-mentioned charge for freight and 
demurrage, would ^ counterbalanced by the avowed loss on exports to 
China, and other items of loss and charge which might be added to this 
account. 



494 

29 Mar. 1630. 

It JtickardSf 
Esq, 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

No. .3.-* Statement to show Apparent Result of the Company's Tea 
Trade, calculated^ on an average of the Fourteen Years contained iqT ibk . 
Tables, Nos. 31, 32, and 33 of ** Papers relating to the Trade S^th India 
and China," 4th June 1829, or from 1814-15 to 1 B27-S inclusive, and taking 
the Charges in China and England at the same amount as in 1820-21. *' 


Cost of 28,129,230 lbs. of tea, being 
the average of the quantities ex- 
ported from Canton to England 
for fourteen years, as per No. 
32 of tlie “ Papens" referred 

to ^61,819,788 

A verage of\he commerf 
* cial freight and de- 
murrage for the same 


period as per No. 31 
ofthe^me Papers . 867^854 

Charges in China and in 
England, as before . 618,849 


3,.306,291 I 
Profit 277,193 | 


j63, 583,484 


Interest on home bond-debt, average 
of fifteen years, as per No. 21 of 
“ Papers relating to the Finances 
of India," Feb. 1830 ^6177,352 

Dividends on 8tock,ave- 
rage of ditto as per 
ditto ditto 630,572 


;6807,924 


Sale amount of 25,870>764 lbs. of 
tea, being the average of fourteen 
years' sales, as per Table. No. 33 
of the “ Papers," 8ec. above re- 
ferred to ;63,583^484' 


If* 


Profit brought down 277,193 

Deficiency 530,731* 


^807,924 


The difference between the export of tea from Canton.and sale 
amount in England, is Rafter the usual allowance of 5 per* cent* for wastage,) 

852,000 lbs., and the value thereof in proportion to the above ~~ prices 

about ; hut this, or whatever stock may remain on handat the end 

of each year, is carried to another account in the oflicial papers here referred 
to, where it is credited as an asset against other charges and debts. 

An official account of the stocks on hand at the commencement and dose 
of this period might throw further light on this suliject, without in all proba- 
bility materially affecting the final result. 

* This deficiency is independent of the loss by fire* at Canton in 16^, 
amounting to ^380,133, which must necessarily b& included in a general 
statement of the China trade. 


3765a. From what documents do you take the amount^ of 
charges on the trade to China in this account for 1814, seeing 
that the official documents before the Committee only give the 
details for one year, 1820 -21 ? — From the same official docu- 
ments from which 1 took it before, vtz. for the year 1820-21, 
contained in the Parliamentary Papers of the 14<th of May 1824. 
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S766a^ Then you assume that as the nearest to the actual 29 Mar. ib30. 

amount which you are able to tak6 ? — I am obliged to do so, 

because it is the only official statement of charges I can find 
in the papers or accounts to which I have had access, and 1 
therefore assume that the charges may be the same, or nearly 
the same, in each year. 

3767o. Do you also, in the estimate of 1827-8, take that 
amount of charge as the supposed charge in that year ? — It is 
the only one I have to refer to. 

.• 3768a. Do you consider that the amount of deficiency 
stated in that paper is independent of lotses by shipwreck or 
fire of the cargo ?^;^nt^ly. ^ • 

3769a. Does not th6 instf.^jhce charged in 1821, of which you 
have assumed an average, proVWe for losses of that kind ? — 

For sea- risk I presume it does ; buliiot fi>r the fire at Canton in 

lo22. 

3770a. Are the Committee to understand that the result of 
your examination of the official documents before the Com- 
mittee is, that whether you take the year 1814-15^ the year 
1820-21, or the year 1827-8, or the average of the whole, 
number of fourteen years, the profits of the China trade have 
not been adequate to pay the interest of the bond-debts in Eng- 
land and the dividends on stoclc ? — In the three statements now 
delivered in and the statements I befoie delivered in to the Com- 
mittee, I have given the best and the fairest view 1 can extract 
from the official documents referred to of the result of the 
Company's China trade. If there is any error or omission in 
those documents, for such error or omission 1 am of course not 
responsible ; but supposing the official documents to be correct, 
or even nearly so, the result, I conceive, must be admitted to 
be a strong corroboration of the abstract position I set out with 
on my first examination, which was that the profits of the Com- 
pany’s concern were inadequate to the payment in England of 
the items 1 have inserted in these statements, videlicet, the 
interest on the home bond-debt, and the dividends on stock. 

As before mentioned, I do not pretend to deliver in these state- 
ments as peiiectly accurate ; they may be liable to some deduc- 
tions, but they are also liable to some additional charges. Of 
whatever adjustments, however, these accounts may be suscep- 
tible, the general conclusion I have drawn from them will not, I 
apprehend, bd invtrtidated ; and if there is not a sufficiency of profit 
on the Company’s trade to pay the dividends on stock and the 
interest on their home bond-debt, the only inference is, as I 
stated in 1813, that these items of charge can be no otherwise 
defrayed than from borrowed money, or the territorial revenues 
of India. 

3771a Will you explain the principle upon which you have 
formed the statements you have delivered in ?— The statements 
I delivered in on my mrmer examination related wholly to the 
China trade. 1 explained to the Committee at that time, that 
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29 Mar. 1830. I placed the interest on the home bond-debt and the divideiKis 
on stock against the profits'upon that trade, because 1 take -it 
* to be the only source of profit to the East-India Company in 

their commercial concerns. The export trade to China, as I 
stated before, on official authority, was admitted to be a losing 
concern, averaging between £60,000 and £70,0(K) per annum. 
The trade to and from India was also admitted to be a losing 
concern ; and as it was quite obvious that neither dividends nor 
interest could be paid out of losses, I knew not where else to 
place this interest and dividends but against the profits upon the 
China trade. 

3772a. Did you leave out territoria!^ cqrfiderations altoge- 
tCier ? — My argument is, that these ij(f^ f charge are in fact 
paid out of the territorial profits. 

3773a. In those calculatioRa^ you have set the interest of the 
home bond-debt against the profits of the China trade ; but are 
you aware that the interest of the home bond-debt is a disputed 
clvirge between the territorial and the commercial departments ? 
— I know that the East-India Company state it to be doubtful 
what part belongs to the commerce, and what to the territorial 
department ; but I think it is quite obvious, from the general 
tenour of the accounts, that their home bond -debt can be only 
considered like the rest of their capital, as money originally 
raised for commercial purposes : and therefore the interest to 
be chargeable, in the same way as the dividends, on this branch 
of their concerns. This, too, I take to be the intention of the 
Act of the 53 Geo. III. sec. 57, by which interest and dividends 
are expressly chargeable, in the first instance, upon the commer- 
cial profits of the Company. It is only stated, in a subsequent 
section, that where the profits are unequal to the payment of 
the dividends, they are to be paid out of the surplus territorial 
revenues of India. 

3774a. There appears in No. 23 of the Parliamentary Papers 
laid before this Committee by order of his Majesty, 1815, assets 
goods on hand, of the value of £5,006,359 ; and there appears 
on the 1st of May, 1829, goods assets on hand, of the value of 
£5,597,959 ; is it not necessary to have the detail of the amount 
of tea on hand at those respective periods, as forming part of 
those assets, in order accurately to ascertain the correctness 
of your statement?— I have stated in a memorandum at the 
foot of this statement No. 3, that such an account would be 
desirable. 

3775a. Will it not be necessary, with the same view, that 
you should have a detail of the commercial freight and demur- 
rage charged in account No. 31 of the Parliamentary Papers 
285 of the year 1829, for the years 1814-15, 1820-21, and 
1827-8, the years for which you have made up the accounts, in 
order to ascertain whether any and what portion of that aggre- 
gate diarge belongs to the Indian trade ?— Certainly it would 
be desirable to have the details of freight, &c. for the whole 
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period, in order to give a fair average thereof for the fourteen S9 Mar. 1H30. 
years included in my statement. • — 

* 877Q<t. Are the Committee to understand, that in your ac- 
count you have taken the column headed << Commercial Freight 
and Demurrage/’ in account No. 31 ? — That, and that alone. 

. 3777a. Do not you suppose that in the first years of that 
column a considerable part of this charge for freight and de- 
murrage arises out of the Company's freight to India ?— I 
explained in my former examination, that there were no docu- 
ments which enabled me to separate the Indian from the Chi- 
nese freight ; neith^ does it appear clear from this table, No. 31 , 
whether it is or is qoV^jnt^fled to include the Indian fteight. It 
is probable enough tijab iv -does include the Indian freights as 
well as the Chinese ; but haviT\g no official document to rest 
upon, 1 thought it best, as before explained, to take the figures 
as 1 found them in this document, and to state m'y reasons for 
so doing, admitting at the same time the probability of the 
Indian freight being included. Now if that freight is include!, 
knowing, as we do, that the East -India Company have of late 
years t^enup ships for India at the rate of from £9 to £12 a 
ton, and referring to another document in this collection, ' 
wherein the Indian tonnage for the year 1821 is given at some- 
where about 6000 tons; it is therefore obvious that, in the case 
supposed, we should only have to deduct about £60,000 or 
£70,000 for Indian freight from the amount copied into my 
statement ; and if so, this excess of charge may be thought to be 
fully counterbalanced by the admitted loss on the Company’s 
export trade. 

S778a. Will it be necessary that the Committee should have 
before them an account of the wastage or loss suffered by the 
Company on the importation of their teas, with a view of ascer- 
taining the accuracy of your accounts ? — That would be also 
desirable ; for as there is no official document in these papers 
to show what the amount of wastage is, it can only be taken on 
an estimate of what private individu^s have sustained in the 
same course of trade. 

3779a. You have made these calculations entirely from the 
Parliamentary Papers, without taking into consideration at 
what price the tale has been converted into the pound sterling? 

— »1 have taten the whole cost of the teas in China at the rate 
stated in the dfficial documents. ^ 

3780a. Would a considerable difference appear in the result 
of your calculations, supposing the tale should have been esti- 
mated at 65 . 8 d., being only 6s, in reali^P — That would 
of course make a difference in the conversion of tales into sterling 
money ; but with that exchange I have nothing to do here. 

The prime cost of the tea to the Company is officially stated in 
No. 32 of these papers to be so many pounds sterling, and that 
amount 1 have taken ; in other words, I assume that the teas 
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29 Mar. 1830. have actually cost the Company so many pounds sterlings 
R Ru^tds officially certified. 

’ 3781a. In making that calculation, had you regard to the 

annual accounts laid before Parliament, of the statement of the 
commercial profits of the Company which are here consolidated 
in No. 21 of these papers ? — 1 have looked at that account. 

3782a. Do you believe that account to be correct from ybur 
examination? — 1 dare say it is correct as far as it goes. It 
bears the official signature of Mr. Leach, and purports to be 
furnished from the India Board Office. • 

3783a. Does nof that account show a to the Company 
^upon their transfictions ? — I cannot it. 

3784<a. Have the goodness to refer to No. 23, at the bottom 
of the page, where you will a memorandum, which states, 
that the amount set apart from surplus commercial profits for 
liquidation of debt, subsequent to 1st of May 1814, and not 
deemed repayable by the territory, has amounted in several 
j4ars to a very large sum; altogether to £4,923,021 ? — I per- 
ceive a memorandum to that effect tacked to the bottom of the 


account No. 23 ; but I cannot find out where the profit comes 
from : it certainly docs not arise out of this account. 


3785a. Your evidence goes to state, that the dividend and 
the interest on the bond are paid out of the territorial revenues 
of India ; whereas those accounts state that the charges paid in 
England, on account of the territory by the commercial branch, 
exceed the advances made in India to the commercial branch 


for the purpose of buying tea at Canton ? — It is so stated in 
this memorandum. Profit is the balance of a comngmj^ ac- 
count, after a fair and full deduction of every dgscij|Pbon of 
charge ; and there is no such account, that I cad midv in this 
collection, to show a real profit upon the Company’s commercial 


concerns. 


3786a. Are you aware that it has never been admitted on 
the part of the Company that the interest of the bood^debte it 
chargeable upon the commerce ? — 1 have seen it so stated ; bpt 
my authority is the Act of Parliament. 

3787a. Are you not aware that the CoiMany» 
counts they presented to Parliament, have 
a note to reserve their claims to the bond-debt iWl Setm 

intimations to this effect. , . ifj 

S788a. Are you aware that the China ships are employed 
sometimes in carrying out troops and stores ? — I am. 

3789a. Do you suppose that the freight and demurrage upon 
ships so employed are fairly to be taken as chargeable entirely 
upon the commercial account ?— Not on the commercial ac- 
count. The political freight and demurrage are stated separately 
in this very table, No. 31, viz. in the second 'column « 

3790a. You are understood to state, that after a strict exa- 
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Rickards, 

Esq. 


mination of paper No. 21, you cannot perceive that any profit 2y Mar. 1830, 

arises to the Company upon their general trade ? — I cannot ; 

neither can I find out whence this profit arjses. The memo- 
random alluded to struck me at the time I first inspected these 
accounts ; and, upon examining the two next accounts, 24 and 
25, which may be considered as a kind of riders to the other 
general account 23, for they also contain a general statement 
of the debts and assets ‘of the East'Indid Company, the one as 
the same stood on the 1st of May 1815, and the other on the 
Ist of May 1828, a fresh difficulty presented itself. In the first 
. of those accounts. No. 24, after* placing the whole of the assets 
^ a^inst their debts, and estimating the Vornier at their own 
.valuation, there Js l << 'Jbiance deficient'* stated in tills accouyt 
’’of £2,611,311, and on tne account 1828 there is a “ balance 
deficient** of £10,102,812, thus showing that the Company *s 
'tifiairs have deteriorated between 1815 and 1828, in jio less a 
sum than about seven millions and a half sterling. These, there- 
fqre, arc obviously not the accounts that would indicate any 
tiling like profit in the Company’s concerns. ^ 

3791a. What, in your estimation, would be the reduction in 
the price of tea to the consumer in this country, if the Company'^ 
monopoly were done away with ? — I stated that fully in my 
former examination. 

.3792a. Would that reduction be effected by a saving in the 
price of shipping, or the original cost-price in Canton ? — Both 
the one and the other. 

3793a. In what degree ? — I have given it in detail in the 
Statement (B) delivered in upon my former examination. 

In the event of the monopoly ceasiilg, and supposing 
thatllJjDQaequence of that the persons who now trade to China 
had recourse to smuggling much more than it now exists, would 
' that diminish the disposition of the Chinese government to 
cultivate commercial relations w'ith this country ? — It does not 

r at to me that the opening the trade to China would increase 
dlfposition to smuggling. There arc only certain articles 
the import or exmnrt of which is prohibited in China. One of 
flme'irtiidee, ommi for example, I conceive to be of such indis- 
Uieqem/ io the Chinese of all ranks, that it would be 
mBN^f ipraiSpite of any duties or laws to the contrary ; but 
r a g Wi to all other articles of trade, 1 see no reason why 
llPigl^ing should be increased from the circumstance of the 
trade being opened ; or if it did increase in consequence of 
enormous duties or unjust laws, the Chinese government, with 
whom alone the regulation of this matter rests, would doubtless 
modify the system as soon as they should find it to be for their 
own interest to do so. 

3795a. Would not you that the smuggling is at present 
of less consideration to the Chinese government than it would 

3 T 
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29 Mar. 1830. if the trade were thrown open ? — As far as I am acquainted 
TTT . with the China trade, I do not believe that smuggling is a s^- 
Esg^ ’ ject of so much consequence in the estimation of the ^in^ 
government as it appears to be in ours, or else that they Would 
take more effective measures for preventing it. There is ‘no 
doubt that the Chinese authorities connive at the importation 
of opium into China. They are generally understood secretly 
to sanction it ; besides which, a despotic government, like that 
of China, cannot fail to benefit itself in a variety of ways besides 
that of collecting legal duties. 


3796a. Will you explain your reasons for thinking that, in 
case of thecCompe{,ition of an open trad^ tl^ cost-price of teas 
Would be lower in Cltina? — The Com|^^.'-/W'*it appears from 
the records in print, are in the habit of disposing of certain 
quantities of exports from thl? -country, woollens, for example, 
to the HOng merchants ; and they require the Hong merchants, 
who enter into contracts with them for teas, to take certain 
qi^.ntities of those articles in proportion to the amount of teas 
contracted for. It is very natural that the supercargoes should 
require as large a price as possible for the articles thus disposed 
*of to the Hong merchants ; but the latter pretend, at least, that 
on the re-sale of the articles they are subject to loss. In pro- 
portion, therefore, as they give high, or (as they say to them,) 
losing prices for the articles they take from the Company, they 
will as naturally demand higher prices for their teas in return. 
The Company’s transactions with the Hong merchants are thus 
virtually a trade of barter. I have therefore no doubt in my 
own mind, that if the trade was thrown open, and the teasj pur- 
chased for real ready-money prices by private merchants, they 
would be enabled to procure this article, if not immediately, 
at least in the course of a short time, at a cheaper rate than it 
is now paid for by the India Company. 

3797a. Then the export of British manufactures from this 
country to Cliina to that extent would cease ?— My impression 
is that the export would be incalculably increased, and that 
for the reasons 1 have explained in my former examination. 

3798a. You are understood to state, that those articles now 
exported appear to be taken by compulsion ?— In the case 
I have supposed of free trade, there could be neither compidsioo 
nor undue influence used. A private merchant must sell his 
goods for what he can get ; if he bannot get a high price for 
those goods, he must take a low one. 


3799a. Are the goods much in demand in China after they 
are sold to the Hong merchants by the East-India Company ?— 
1 conceive they are ; but the Hong merchants are obliged to 
take them at a higher price than they themselves admit to be 
profitable to them. 

3800a. Do they take them at a higher price than is given to 
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the American importers? « I have no access to American sales; 29 Mur. 18 :{ 0 . 
but the Hong merchants, so far* as we can learn from public — 
records, state, or at least it has been stated for them, that they 
hre Josefs by the woollens and metals they have taken at the 
Company's prices : it is therefore natural to conclude, that if 
they have been losers, they will put that loss upon the tea which 
the Company require to take from them in return. 

3801a. Have you examined the prices of teas at Canton suffi- 
ciently to be able to say whether the merchants of other 
countries purchased them at a lower cost price than the Com- 
pahy ? — I know that some private merchants have ; those that 
have' brought home te^ in the privileged tonnage of the Com- 
pany's ships. ^ • • 


3802a. Can you state whether it is the case with the American 
trade ? — 1 have no document at han*d to prove it ; ^nd I am 
unwilling to advance any thing as a fact without adequate au- 
thority ; but I may add, that I have generally understood it to 
be the case. ^ 


3803a. Do you happen to know the rate of freight at which 
the East-India Company now charter their ships for a direclk 
voyage to and from China? — I can only state that too from 
general information ; because there is no official document for 
it in the papers now before^ me, but it is generally understood 
that the Company's large shfps cost them from £20 to £25 a 
ton, including the Company's own ships, and taking into ac- 
count the whole period of their present charter. At present 
the rate of freight is, I believe, somewhat lower. 

3804a. Do you mean the ships now contracted for ?— Yes ; I 
mean the whole fleet of 1200-ton ships. 

380da. Will you be good enough to state the rate of freight 
at which you think you could yourself charter a first-rate mer- 
chant ship from this country for a voyage to Canton and back ? 
— 1 have never, of course, had occasion to freight a ship from 
England ta Canton and back ; but I have no doubt that it 
may be done at the rate of about £12 per ton for the whole voy- 
age. Besides which, if the trade were free, many ships would 
make successful voyages to India, the Eastern islands, or other 
parts, and thence to China ; in which cases £8 to £10 per ton 
would amply remunerate them as a homeward freight. 

3806a. Do you .conceive that the articles of British manufac- 
ture imported into China from this country are sold there at a 
lower rate by the Americans than the same articles imported 
into China by the Company ? — That 1 cannot tell, never having 
seen the account sales of an American consignment ; but I con- 
clude that they have upon the whole sold them at a profit ; 
because otherwise, I think, they would not have carried on so 
large a trade as they have done for such a length of time. 

3807a. Do you conceive the Company have fixed too high a 
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29 Mur. 1B30. price upon those articles?— I cannot positively tell what the 
— actual price of the Company Is, compared with the prime cost 
R. RKkards, article, without seeing official documents for the purpose^. 

but whatever that price is, the Company have of^ themsejveS 
stated that it has been attended with regular loss to them. * 

3808a. And yet you consider tliat the reason of the higfe ^ice 
of tea, as purchased by the Company, is the high pricerwbicb 
they place on articles of British ^g^nufacture exported by them 
to China, by which, according to your account, they are losers"? 
— The prices for which the woollens are sold jn China -n^y pro- 
duce the effect which 1 have explained on the price of tea, and* 
yet be veiy possibly a losing concerQ to the East-India C.bni- 
pany ; for the prices of the Company’s teas, an3 the gaiti or loss 
on their exports, are not regulated by a common ratio dr’ mea- 
sure. Those exports, in addition to prime cost, being loaded 
with certain charges, might be sold to the Hong merchants at a 
price which would either yield again or a loss to the East-liidia 
Cdhipany. In the present instance it is stated to be a loss ; 
and I do not myself see how that loss is to be at all mixed up 
^with the prices which the Hong merchants charge on the tea to 
the Company. The price of the tea will be affected by the 
actual prices charged on the woollens to the Hong merchants, 
w hether that be gain or loss to the Company. 

3809a. You are understood to state, that the reason why the 
East-India Company purchased their tea so disadvantageously, 
in your opinion, is on account of their compelling the Hong 
merchants to purchase their English manufactures at the high 
rate which they phoose to affix upon them ?— I Imve stated that 
as one cause ; that is, that the actual prices^ not the gain or loss^ 
on the woollens, would naturally affect the price of tea : but 1 
have no doubt, also, that if the trade to Canton was throwm open, 
and free competition allowed between buyers and sellers, that 
free- competition would have the effect of increasing production 
and of lowering prices, in the same way that competition pro^ 
duces the same effect in all other parts of the world, and in all 
other branches of trade. 

3810a. Does not this competition, in point of fac^ at present 
exist with respect to other nations trading at this time in com- 
petition with the East-India Company ? — There are no other 
nations that trade to China to any extent, tha£ 1 am aware oi^ 
except the Americans ; and the Americans cannolE carry goods 
to China upon the same favourable terms that British traders 
could do, if they were freely admitted into the trade. I there- 
fore think that the present prices of tea to the Company admit 
of no fair comparison with the rates at which they could be pro- 
cured by British traders, if they were allowed free access to the 
port at Canton. 

381 la. In what respect do the Americans now trading suffer 
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disadvantages which would not be applicable to the English free- 
traders, supposing the trade were thrown open ? — I explained that 
fully in my former examination. I explained how the facilities 
which British and Indian traders could reciprocally give to each 
otb^rby means of free access to the piwt of Canton, was, in my 
estimation at least, a matter of so much national importance as 
to.be'jentitled to the most serious consideration. The superior 
advances hence resulting to British traders would not be con- 
iinM id advantages over Americans alone, but over all the other 
traders of the world; and not only in respect of Canton itself, 
.but for. the conveyance of produce, both British and Asiatic, to 
various other countries. 

, • 

38i2a. Do ybu consider that there can*be a free competition 
of trade carried on at Canton ? — I have not the least doubt of it. 

3813a. And that the establishment of the Hong would form 
no obstacle to such free competition ? — From all that 1 have 
heard of the Hong merchants in China, and their disposition 
towards the free-traders who proceed from India to ChinV I 
cannot for a moment doubt their willingness to promote, and 
not to obstruct, a perfectly free trade with Canton. ^ 

3814/z. Do you consider that the articles of British manufac- 
ture which arc found the most saleable at Canton, could be sold 
at a lower rate than they are, in point of fact, sold by the East- 
India Company, and still at a remunerating price?— I think 
they might! 

3815a. Is it to be collected from the answer you have already 
given, that you consider dollars to be the article with which the 
trade cith be most advantageously carried on with regard to the 
trade at ? — At present it is commonly supposed that 

dollars are the article mostly to be depended on for the purpose 
of purchasing commodities in the China market. In certain 
proportions they are perhaps the most advantageous, under the 
present limited circumstances of the trade ; but if the trade was 
thrown open, I conceive that a great change would take place 
in the general course thereof, much the same as has taken place 
in India. Formerly it was thought necessary to carry bullion 
to India ; at present we find that there is no necessity for con- 
veying either gold or silver to India ; that goods will answer as 
well, and in some cases better ; and 1 do conceive that, in the 
course of perKaps the same time which has been occupied in 
giving a taste to the Indians for British manufactures, the same 
effect will probably be produced upon the Chinese. 

3816a. Do you mean to say that, at this time, any other cargo 
will be an equally profitable investment in the Indian trade with 
dollars ?— Certainly I do ; 1 say that from perfect knowledge of 
the fact. 

3817a. Has the export trade to India been uniformly a pro- 
htable one ? — I do not say uniformly. In all great branches of 
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39 Mar. 1830. trade, like that which exists between England and India, tliere 
~7 must inevitably be losses. I believe there is no other great 
branch of trade, ctut of Great Britain, in which losses are not 
equally experienced ; but I do say that, upon the whole, the 
export trade to India has been profitable to those concerned in 
it. I could myself state instances where I know that consign- 
ments of goods from this country to Bombay have yielded a pro- 
fit of upwards of 50 per cent. 

3818a. Do you conceive that any portion of those losses has 
accrued from consignments of dollars to India ? — No ; m^ posi- 
tion is, that dollars are not now 'sent to India; and certainly no 
consignment of dollars would ever yield such a profit as 1 have 
before stated. ‘ ^ • 

3819a. Are you not aware of many severe losses incurred in 
the export trade to India ? — 1 have heard of losses, and 1 have 
no doubt that many losses have been incurred, but I am not 
particularly acquainted with any. 

w3320a. Are you not aware of many consignments of Euro- 
pean goods to Calcutta having been sold under European prime 
cost on many occasions ? — In large branches of trade, like that 
between India and England, consignments will be often sent to 
India that are ill calculated for the Indian market. At the first 
opening of the trade, several manufacturers in this country, and 
other speculators, anxious to get rid of old stocks, sent out those 
stocks to India, in utter ignorance as to whether they were or 
were not fit for the Indian market. Many of those consignments 
certainly sold at a considerable loss ; but where goods are sent 
out to India well suited to the market (and many of such goods 
have passed through my own hands), I know, and spifak posi- 
tively, to their being attended with profit to the consignors. 

3821a. Do you consider that the losses which may have taken 
place in the export trade from England to India have been more 
or less than the losses which have taken place in other branches 
of export trade ? — When I look at the return of the export trade 
from England to India, and the enormous increase that has taken 
place since 1813, I cannot conceive the possibility of that trade 
in the aggregate being otherwise than profitable. 

3822a. Is it not within your knowledge that within the last 
few years, and even now, considerable quantities of bullion are 
brought from India to Great Britain ? — Certainly it is. And 
this is another marked change in the history of European inter- 
course with India. 

3823a. Can you state what proportion of the export trade 
from this country has consisted of cotton ? — I could not state it 
from recollection, or without referring to official documents; 
but the quantities are upon record, and I believe on the table of 
the Committee. 

3824a. Do you know that the price of those articles has been 
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greatly reduced in this country since the trade was partially 29 Mar. 1830. 
opeaed ? —I do know it. , 


382da. Has not that been the means of spreading our manu- 
factures in India to the detriment of the manufactures in that 
country? — It has been the means of widely spreading the use 
of British manufactures. 


jR. RickardSf 
Etq, 


3826a. Have not the muslins of Glasgow superseded, in a 
great degree, muslins the manufacture of India ? — They have ; 
but, according to my view of the case, greatly to the advantage 
of India. 

3827a. Did you ever hear that half a million of .weavers were 
thrown out of employment in the Dacca district ? — Such is the 
poverty of the lower classes of Bengal, as well as in other parts 
of the country, that we know on the. best authority that the 
weavers there are, as elsewhere, also cultivators of th^soil ; or, 
as they are commonly termed, ryots ; and in as far as their 
attention is now confined, or can be confined, to one brancl^f 
business instead of being devoted to two, I conceive that me 
change will be greatly for their advantage. If, in the interim, 
the inhabitants of India can get Glasgow muslins at a cheaperi 
rate than they can Dacca muslins, there can be no question 
about the policy of encouraging the import. 

3828a. Do you think that ft would be of advantage to India 
tliat the whole of that class of weavers should be depgived of 
their employment ? — I think that India is now in that state in 
which it would be most for its advantage to have its industry 
directed to the raising of raw produce, instead of to the produc- 
tion of dear manufactures. 

3829a. And to have no manufactures ?— If the native Indians 
can be supplied with manufactures at a cheaper rate by Eng- 
land than they can manufacture them at home, I think it is 
decidedly for their advantage to take our manufactures in pre- 
ference. 

S630a. Can you state how many millions of weavers there are 
in India ?— I cannot. 

3831a. Do not you know that they are a very numerous class ? 
-—They are a numerous class : but the larger proportion of them 
are» as 1 said before, cultivators also. 

S882». You Kave stated, that in your opinion the great intro- 
duction of cdtton* manufactures into India has superseded the 
manufactures of India ; do you suppose that the government of 
China would allow the introduction of articles into that country 
which should supersede the manufactures of their own inhabi- 
tants ? — The government of China would, in my opinion, act very 
absurdly, if they interpose their authority to prevent the intro- 
duction of a commodity into China which was to benefit their 
own subjects, and improve their own revenue. 
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3833a. From your knowledge of the government of Chintt« • 
whether absurdly or not, do you believe that they would inter^'- 
pose to prevent the large introduction of such manufactures 
1 know nothing of the present intentions or motives of the 
government of China. 1 can only reason on the improbability 
of the thing, from its being so obviously at variance with the 
interest, not only of the people, but of the government itself. 

3834a. Supposing they were so disposed to act in the manner 
suggested by the question, do you think, if- it were .for the- in- 
terest of the consumers to obtain cheap manufactures, that the 
government of China* could prevent the introduction of -maiiu-* 
factures into* that country? — 1 have always considered -the 
Cfhinese to be so truly a commerciaf and industrious people, 
that if any injurious laws or regulations of that nature existed 
in China, they would, as they have done with regard to opium 
and dollars, most completely set them at nought. 

3835a. Supposing the ryots in India were entirely to abandon 
ifJe occupation of weaving, what effect do you conceive that 
would have upon the agriculture of that country ? — Under cer- 
^tain modifications of the agricultural, or rather revenue systems 
of India, 1 think it would have a very beneficial effect upon the 
state of agriculture generally. It would tend to the raising of 
various articles of raw produce in greater abundance than at pre- 
sent ; and this is an object to which the Indians in their present 
low stale of civilization and wealth, might have their attention 
directed with the greatest prospect of benefit to themselves. 

3836a. Are there not opportunities of improving the agricul- 
ture of India, both by extending the quantity of surface under 
cultivation, and also by improving the methods of cultivation 
upon that which is already cultivated ? — The countries that we 
possess in India are, generally speaking, of the most fertile and 
productive kind ; but the system of agriculture is bad in the 
extreme, and the wretchedness of the people equally so. Under 
a different system, and with improved resources, tm agriculture 
of India would be extended not only over larger surfiites of 
country, but also very much improved in those parts of it wbi^ 
are now in a productive state. 

3837a. In the most fertile parts of India are there 
considerable portions of country wdiich are not now cultivated 
at all? — There is a great deal of waste laild, which under 
a different system might be brought into cultilration ; but I 
think that the cultivation of those lands aiid districts which are 
now occupied and worked, might be materially improved by 
the application of capital, if the means were only granted for its 
natural accumulation. India now produces many articles of 
great importance and most extensive consumption in this coun- 
try, and is capable, with due encouragement, of extending these 
supplies to meet any demand that might arise for them here. 
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S838a, Then you conceive that the first 'improvement in 29 Mar. 1830. 
agriculture would be to improve the cultivation of those lands 
which are now cultivated by the application of additional capi- 
tal, rather than by bringing waste lands into cultivation ?— Pro- 
bably it would. I allude, however, to tlie advantages which 
would result, in cither or both cases, from free intercourse and 
the accumulation of capital. ' I'he preference of one to the 
other would depend, in many instances, upon local circum- 
stances and the vicinity to markets. 

3839^7. Is it not the fact, that at the present moment European 
manufactures are admitted into China by the Chinese govern- 
ment They are. , 

‘ 3840a. Are you aware, whether or not Jt is considered the 
policy of the Cninesc government to exclude any species dT 
British manufacture ? — 1 am not aware of any regulation or 
law to that effect. I know that British manufactures are an- 
nually exported from this country to Canton. * 


3841a. Are therenot some laws excluding theexport oftheirown 
manufactures ?— There are laws prohibiting the export of silver.*^ 

3842a. Do you not conceive that (he course of trade now 
carried on between the Company’s Factory at Canton andi 
the Hong merchants resolves itself very much into a trade of 
barter?— Virtually it does, certainly, as I have explained in a 
former answer. 


3843a. And therefore the prices of the British manufactured 
commodity on the one hand, and of the tea on the other, may 
be arbitrary prices, and not regulated by the prices in the mar- 
ket ? — Certainly. 

3844a. Would not that explain, to a great degree, the losses 
which the Company state themselves to sustain upon the sale 
of woollens, and might it not enhance the gain§ which they are 
stated to derive upon the sale of tea in this country ? — If the 
prime cost of tea was raised in China in consequence of this 
barter tradoi^t would rather diminish their profit in this country 
than Increase it. A high prime cost in China would, however, 
cmcasion a higher upset price in the sales in this country. 

3845a. As long as the trade is a trade of barter, is it not 
difllpult to say upon which part of the trade a gain or loss 
ensues ?— It would be difficult, I think, to state the actual 
amount of loss pn either side, as between the sale of one article 
and the purchase pf another, hut no difficulty in ascertaining 
the aggregate amount of loss on the whole adventure. 

3846a. You are aware that the Chinese manufacture a great 
deal of cotton into cloths of various descriptions in China ? — I am. 

3847a. Is it within your knowledge that the £ast-India 
Company have very recently sent British manufactured cotton 
cloths to Canton ? — It is so stated in the official documents. 

6 u 
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3848a. Would you infer from that that there can be any 
disposition on the part of the Chinese to exclude the manufac- 
tured cotton cloths of this country from China ? — 1 cannot, farm 
a conception of the Chinese being averse to receive an artiele 
into China, which is so perfectly consonant with their own wants 
and their own habits. 

JOHN CRAWFURD, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

3849a. Have you any further information to offer to the 
Committee in addition to the evidence you gave on a former 
day ? — I was asked respecting the freights frpm. China to Sinca- 
pore : I have got a short paper upon that subject which 1 will 
read ; it is a statement of the freight in Chinese junks in the year 
^821. In *k voyage from Saigun, ih Cambodia, to Sincapore, 
the rates of freight in junks are as follows : For fine goods, such 
as cotton and silk manufactures, 10 in 100 ; for tea, 10 in 100 ; 
sugar, ^Oin 100; rice, 40 in 100. From Amoy and Fokien to 
Sincapore, the freight paid for black tea is 1 dollar 40 cents 
pe^- pecul, equal to between one halfpenny and three farthings 
pSr pound. 

I have also a statement of the particulars of the cargo of a 
junk from Amoy in Fokien, which arrived at Sincapore on the 
25th January 1824, after a voyage of thirteen days, burthen 
between 200 and 250 tons ; it is as follows : Earthenware, of 
32 different sizes and patterns, 660,250 pieces ; flooring tiles, 
10,000; coping stones, 200; black varnished paper umbrellas, 
12,000 ; variegated ditto, 3,000 ; pastry, 50 boxes ; confec- 
tionery, 166 boxes ; dried fruit, 60 boxes ; kin-chin, a kind of 
esculent plant, 12 bundles; dried fungus, esculent, 6 boxes; 
dried mushrooms, 6 boxes ; dried fruit, 40 baskets ; sugar- 
candy, 50 boxes ; vermicelli, 8 boxes ; salt fish, 5 baskets ; 
kanlan, a fruit somewhat resembling an olive, and ' pickled in 
salt, 100 jars ; medicines, 10 bags ; silk shoes, 10 boxes ; cloth 
ditto, 10 boxes ; straw ditto, 5 boxes; incense rods, 20 ^xes ; 
lamp-oil, 10 casks ; tobacco, for the market of Celebes, 350 
boxes ; ditto, for the use of the Chinese residents, 220 boxes ; 
combs, 10 boxes ; hair pencils, 1 box ; dry salted vegetables, 
40 jars ; pickled ditto, 400 jars ; nankeens, 100 bales; ditto, 20 
boxes ; gold laced thread, 20 boxes ; tea, 110 boxes, llie 
total value of the cargo was estimated at 60,000 Spanish dol- 
lars, or near £13,000. 

The next statement 1 have is the estimated value of the cargoes 
of four Chinese junks which arrived at Sincapore 'in 1824 and 
1825. In the Canton junk which arrived at Sincapore in 1824, 
the value of the cargo was 75,000 dollars, burthen 600 tons. In 
a junk of Amoy of the same year, the value of the cargo was 
60,000 dollars, burthen 225 tons ; of a Canton junk that arrived 
in 1825, the value of the cargo was 20,000 dollars, her bur- 
then 375 tons, and the number of her passengers 670. In the 
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Amoy junk that arrived in 1825, the value of her cargo was 29 Mar. 1930. 
100,000 dollars, her burthen 476 tons, and the number of her ^ ^ . 

panengers 625. . 

I have also the particulars of the cargo of a Siamese junk 
which arrived at Sincapore in 1824 ; they are as follows : white 
sugar, 1,350 peculs, the value of which, at 6 Spanish dollars 50 
cents per pecul, was 8,775 dollars ; coarse sugar, 80 peculs, at 
two dollars 66 cents, value 212 dollars; fine rice, 20 koyans, at 
68 dollars, 1,360 dollars ; coarse rice, 25 koyans, at 55 dollars, 

1375 dollars ; salt, 20 koyans, at 27 dollars, 540 dollars ; oil, 
cocoa-nut, 150 peculs, at 5 dollars 66 cents, 849 Mlars ; stilac, 

150peculs, at' 13 dollar!^ 1 850 dollars; nankeens, ^jarge, 1,000 
pieces, at 60 ddllars per lOO] 600 dollars ;1;ol)acco, 25 peculs, «t 
16 dollars per pecul, 400 dollars ; salt 6sh, dO’peculs, at five dol- 
lars, 250 dollars ; the total amount of Spanish dollars is 16,212. 

• 

JOHN STEWART, Esq. a Member of the Committee, was 

examined. 

3850a. How often have you been in China, and during what J. Stavart, Esq. 
years? — I have been in China seven times. I first went tO| 

China in the year 1800. I was also there in 1803, in 1804, in 
1805, in 1806, and in 1807-8 ; and I was there also in 1817. 

3851a. Had you extensive dealings with the Hong and outside 
merchants when you were there ?— I had, during several of the 
years 1 have mentioned ; in some of the years 1 had no dealings 
with them. 

3852a. Will you state what opinion you have formed of them 
as a commercial people or an anti -commercial people ? — From 
the intercourse 1 have had with the Chinese at Canton, 1 cer- 
tainly consider them a people of very great commercial enter- 
prize, although 1 believe the policy of the Chinese government 
IS against extending the foreign commerce of the country. 

3853a. Have you not visited almost every port of India? — lhave. 

3854a. Will you state to the Committee what comparative 
facilitpr for transacting business, with reference either to the 
captain of a ship or to the merchant, there is at Canton, com- 
pared with the facility at Madras, Bombay, or Calcutta ? — 1 
think the facilities aflPorded by the Chinese for the transaction of 
commercial bu^ness at Canton are decidedly greater than at any 
other port o^the vorld that I have ever visited. 

3855a. Were you present at Canton at any time when the 
commercial intercourse was interrupted between the Company 
and the Chinese? — Yes; 1 was there in 1807 or 1808, when it 
was suspended in consequence of Admiral Drury taking posses- 
sion of the island of Macao. 

3856a. Will you state how the interruption began, and what 
were the consequences arising out of it ? — Admiral Drury ar- 
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3D Mar. 1B30* rived at Macao, on the coast of Chinay I think, about .ibe 
“ — month of August or September 1808, and he landed a miUtarj ; 

squadron, including some transports he had under 
his charge, and took possession of the island of Macao, with thd. 
consent, as I understood, of the Portuguese, who surrendered it 
on some understanding between the two nations. Immediately 
on this being made known at Canton, the Chinese government 
insisted upon our troops being withdrawn, which wa$ refused, and 
they immediately put a stop to all commercial intercourse with 
the British, and declared their determination not to renew any 
commercial intercourse with them until our troops were with- 
drawn from Mtacao. 

r3857fl. Did ihey actually suspend all commercial intercourse 
with English shifts ? — Entirely so, both with the country ships 
and with those of the East-India Company ; and on that oc- 
casion, Idiink the suspension continued for a period of four or 
five months, to the best of my recollection. 

Had the Company's supercargoes any thing to do 
with the cause of that interruption ? — Yes ; it was understood 
that they had : indeed 1 had reason to know that the expe- 
Mition was sent by the supreme government of India to take 
possession of Macao, in consequence of an opinion that the 
French had an intention of that sort, and the expedition was 
sent to anticipate the supposed intentions of the French. 
Admiral Drury came to China with orders from Lord Exmouth, 
who at that time commanded in chief in the Indian seas, to act 
in concert with the Select Committee of Supercargoes at Canton, 
and that he was not to adopt any measures that did not meet 
witli their concurrence ; that fact I have heard Admiral Drury 
repeat himself frequently on that occasion. 

385 9rt. How was that interruption terminated ? — During the 
four or five months that the trade was suspended, negotiations 
wer^ constantly going on between the Chinese authorities and 
the British admiral and the Select Committee, and also between 
the Cltinese authorities and commanders of the country ships, 
and the trade was not renewed until the whole of the troops 
were withdrawn. It ended in the admiral withdrawing the 
whole of the troops from Macao, and returning with them to 
India ; and as soon as the troops were embarked the Ul$de was 
re-opened. 

3860/2. Were you at Canton all that period ?-r-I was ther^ 
during the whole of that time. 

3861/2. H ad you any opportunity of knowing how the Chinese 
merchants considered that interruption P — lliey considered it 
as a very great grievance ; and 1 had occasion to know that it 
produced a great deal of misery and distress amongst the 
Chinese merchants, and to the trade in general. I had on that 
occasion very large consignments of goods in my own hands; 
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I think I had that year four or five ships and their cargoes con- 29 Mar. 1K30. 

. signed to ,rae at Canton. At the period that the suspension of 

commercial intercourse took place, some of those cargoes had Sievtart^ Esq. 
.been sold, and some had not : those that had Seen sold previously 
were sold at very fair prices ; but when 1 came to negotiate a 
sale of what remained on hand, after the trade was rc-opened, 

I found that the prices were greatly fallen, and that the ability 
of the purchasers to make good those prices had also been 
materially impaired* in consequence of the suspension of the 
commercial intercourse that had taken place. I was, in fact, in 
that year obliged to quit Canton, leaving a very large amount 
of money there belonging to my constftuents,i^hich I found 
myself utterly finable to* recover that season. 

3862a. Did this interruption of trade affect the American 
ships as well as the British ships ? — IJJot at all. 

3R63a. Did they continue to carry on their trade during this 
interruption of the British trade without any difficulty ? — Yes, 
withop - any difficulty. 

>864a. Is it your opinion that the Chinese government would 
Tmd it very difficult to put an end to the foreign commerce 
with England ? — I think they could do it ; but I am of opinicAi 
that if the Chinese government were to put an end to that 
commerce, it would produce, great misery and distress in China, 
particularly at Canton, where it is carried on. 

3865a. Would the government, in your opinion, be strong 
enough to accomplish the putting an end to the trade ? — My 
opinion is, that an edict of the emperor of China might be so 
enforced as to put a stop to all tlie regular foreign trade carried 
on with China ; but 1 do not think that the Chinese government 
could prevent smuggling being continued on the coast of China, 
even if they put a stop to the regular trade. • 

3866a. Then you do not mean to say that you think the 
Chinese government wmuld have power to put a final stop to 
the progress of the trade? — No ; 1 think that a smuggling trade 
would be carried on on the coast of China to a very considerable 
extent, in spite of any act that the Chinese government might 
. adopt.. 

Do you then infer that it would only change the 
character of the trade from a legal trade to an illegitimate one ? 
r would also, have the effect of diminishing it very consider- 
ably. I do not think that the smuggling trade alone could be 
carried on to the same extent to which the legal trade and the 
smuggling trade together are carried on now. 

3868a. Would the distress arising from such a prohibition be 
much felt in the interior as well as in Canton ? — I do not feel 
competent to answer that question, not having been in the in- 
terior ; but I suppose in the tea provinces it would be very 
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29 Mar. 1830. severely felt, in consequence of the interruption that must 
necessarily t^e place to their export of tea. 

J. 3869a. Do you think that if this interruption of the trade 

took place, a place would not be found out in the. neighbour- 
hood of Canton to carry on the commercial transactions as th^ 
now carry them on at Canton, particular^ in the tea trade ?— LT 
the trade were put a stop to by the Chinese government, it 
would prevent any ship from being admitted into a port of China.* 

3870a. Do you think the trade could be carried on in the 
neighbourhood of Canton, in any of the islands? — Yes; I ima- 
gine that tea s/night b^ conveyed, and in all probability would 
be conveyed, the islands on the coast of China : it might be 
smuggled from ;hence, or it might be sent in Chinese vessels 
to. the islands in the Eastern Archipelago, and could be exported 
from thence. 

3871a. Would it be sufficient to supply the wants of this 
country ?— If the Chinese permitted the export of tea in their 
own^vessels, 1 am decidedly of opinion that a sufficient quantity 
mfglit in that way be exported from China to supply the wants 
of all Europe. 

S872a. Do you suppose that they would do that under such 
circumstances ? — I think they would. The Chinese are a peo- 
ple of great commercial enterprize, and I think would be dis- 
posed to send tea w'herever they could find a sale for it with 
advantage. 

3873a. Have you not stated that the people are a people of 
commercial enterprize, but that a spirit of jealousy might exist 
on the part of the government ? — stated that the people are 
a people of great commercial enterprize, though I have under- 
stood that the policy of the Chinese government is averse to 
extending its foreign commerce. 

3874ia. Do you understand that policy on the part of the 
Chinese government to have any reference to the extension of 
their trade in Chinese junks with the Indian Archipelago, or to 
be limited to the trade of European vessels within the waters 
of China ? — 1 have understood that the Chinese government U 
averse to foreign commerce, even in their own vessels, and 
that they discourage the subjects of their own empire from 
going abroad at all, or from engaging in foreign trade. 

3875a. Have you known any cases in which Chinese of high 
rank at Canton have been engaged in foreign commerce ?~I 
have not. 

3876a. Have you ever known any instance of a person 
wisliing to emigrate, or wishing to carry on foreign commerce, 
being prevented by the Chinese authorities? — No, I never 
have. When any Chinaman wishes to leave China in a British 
ship, he is obliged to do it by stealth ; it would be prevented if 
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it were known. I have had occasion to know this, as Chinese 29 Mar. 1630. 
are sometimes employed as seamen in British ships. 

3877a. From your knowledge of the India trade generally, p’ 
what do you consider would be the effect of opening the trade 
at Canton to the British generally ?— I think the effect of it 
would be very favourable, especially as regards the export of 
British manufactures and produce, which, in my opinion, 
would, under such circumstances, be consumed in China to a 
very great extent indeed, in the course of a very few years. 

3878a. What is the ground of that opinion ? — The ground 
of the opinion is, that woollens. and metals are abides of very 
considerable demand amongst the Chindbe. IV^tals of every 
description are jnuch required in China, and*th/t^portation^f 
them is strictly prohibited, except lead ; thaj^ I believe, is the 
only metal allowed to be exported. I conceive, therefore, that 
China would take off a great deal of iron, copper, anc^tin, also 
of woollens, and of cotton manufactured piece-goods and cotton 
yarns, the consumption of all which is now on the increasp in 
China, as I have reason to know. *■ • 

3879a. Are the Committee to understand, that whatever#’ 
amount of manufactures could be exported, there would be' 
plenty of Chinese produce to bring back in return, and that 
there would be no difficulty in remitting money to England? — 

No difficulty, in my opinion, ‘if the trade were perfectly open, 
as, from the varied productions of China, it would afford ample 
means of profitable returns, or, at all events, of returns without 
loss, to almost any extent. 

3880a. What effect, in your opinion, would be produced on 
the general commerce of India by the opening of the trade 
between China and England direct? — It no doubt would be very 
favourable to India; it would increase very considerably the 
exports from British India to China, because then we should be 
enabled to make our returns profitably from China direct to this 
country, which is a channel that we very much require to be 
opened, instead of making returns, as at present, exclusively 
to India, and in articles that do not always sell to a profit 
there. 

3681a. Would not that promote the exportation of all kinds 
of British manufactures from England to India, which are much 
limited by the want of means of remittance ? — It would no 
doubt have that effect. 

3882a. From what you know of the character of the Chinese 
government, would you contemplate the opening of the trade 
at Canton without some established board or authority to repre- 
sent the British government there ? — I am of opinion that if the 
trade were open, it would be necessary that a body should be 
constituted at Canton, with ample powers to exercise a most 
rigid and effectual control over every British subject going to 
China. 
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29 Mur. 1830. 3883a. Do not the Select Committee of the Company at 

Canton now exercise* that authority over all their afficets and 
*'* seamen ?— They do ; they have ample power of doing so by Act 

of Parliament. 

3884a. Do you contemplate any greater authority to be 
exercised over Englishmen generally, than the Company have 
now over their own servants ? — No ; I should think that no 
greater authority would be requisite. I think their powers are 
very ample, and they extend to all British subjects, as well as 
to the servants of the Company. 

3d85a. Dfl^you consider that the substitution of a Committee 
deputed by th«^ ^big would be attended to more than the Select 
Committee truin the Company now ? — Yes ; 1 am of opinion 
that it would be nfore respected by the Chinese authorities than 
the servants of the East-Jndia Company. 

3886af On -what do you ground that opinion A circum- 
stance occurred in China with Admiral Drury, when I was 
^ete, which may illustrate what I have stated, although my 
opinion is not exclusively grounded upon it. During the nego- 
^ ciatiuns that were going on with Admiral Drury on that occa- 
' sion, he was very anxious to have a personal interview with the 
Viceroy of Canton, all their communications having previously 
been carried on through the medium of the Hong merchants. 
It was at onetime understood that the objections of the Viceroy 
to this personal interview liad been overcome, and it was inti- 
mated to Admiral Drury that the Viceroy was disposed to 
receive him. In consequence of this, Admiral Drury came up 
to Canton, accompanied by boats from every ship in the fleet. 
I was one of those that attended him on that occasion, when 
he landed with a considerable number of marines at Canton ; 
but after being there two days the Viceroy refused to receive 
him ; he returneU to Whampoa without having had an interview 
with the Viceroy. It w^as stated at Canton at the time, and I 
have no doubt truly stated, that when the Viceroy consented 
to receive Admiral Drury, he did so in consequence of having 
been informed that Admiral Drury was an officer of rank hold- 
ing a commission from the King of Great Britain, and that he 
might consequently have adojutted him to a personal ipterview 
without any degradation ffyjjil'own rank as Viceroy; W after 
the Admiral had come td Cwton, he was given to understand 
that the Admiral had come on to China at the request or by tlie 
desire of the Governor-general of India, and the Viceroy Wen 
said that he could hold no communication with him, as he was 
deputed by a governor or servant of the East-India Company, 
who were only a body of merchants, and he could not in conse- 
quence receive him. That was what we understood to be the 
case at Canton at the time. 

3887a. Then from that and other opportunities of observa- 
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tion you have ba^i )^l^hinkt1^at%irjpfflcer bearing the direct 29 Mar. 1830. 

‘ authority of the fiiltig of England, inst^d pf the authority of the 
Company, wxfiild have a better dhance of being received and 
treated wftlThy the authorities of,China?~Yes,vI do ; by the • ’ .* 
public authorities of China certainly.'^: 

S8S8a. As a person well acquainted with U)e Canton river, 
what is 3 ^ur opinion of the difficulty or dangers attending the 
navigation up to Whampoa? — There are fewer dangers, I 
think, in the Canton river than in almost any navigable river 
that I am acquainted with. There are several shoals as you 
approach the river, but they are mostly mud ; upop which, if a 
ship grounds, she seldom receives any daifiage. / 

3889a. What 'is the greatest strength of^cumJm ? — The cua#*?'. 
rent is always very moderate ; 1 should tlffiik the greatest 
strength does not exceed three or four miles an hour, tide* - 
ways. • 

3890a. Do you call that moderate ? — Very moderate. We 
have it nine, ten, and sometimes even twelve miles per hour,Mn^ 
the Ganges. In the Canton river it is tide only, but in the ^ 

Ganges the strength of the tide is often augmented by the f 
river floods. 

3891a. You have stated, that the last time you were in 
Canton was in 1817-18 ; have you had any dealings with China 
since that period as a merchant ? — Yes ; 1 have continued ever 
since that period, and am now, engaged in the trade with Ciiina 
to a very considerable extent. 

3892a. During the time you were there yourself, or since 
your return, has any agent of yours had occasion to apply to 
the Company’s Select Committee for assistaneb, to enable you 
to Carry on-any part of your commercial dealings? — Never. 

389Sa. Whilst you were in China upon any Occasion, do you 
recolleetany instance of any country officer or agent from India 
shaving occasion to apply to the Company's servants for such 
assistance ?— 1 am not aware of any instance. 

3894a. Are you aware of the rate of freight which the Com- 
pany pay for their cargoes home from China?— I understand 
that one. of the ships last q^flpi^^by the Company, the 
was engaged at £18 a understood that to be 

forthe^wlK^ voyage out and bonuBivSt 1, state this only from 

liri^y. 

" 3895a. How long would the vessel be engaged in that 
voyage ? — 1 apprehend it is about fifteen or sixteen months 
from the time they leave this country to the time when tliey 
generally return. 

3896a. How much of that £18 do you suppose would attach 
to the cargo of tea from China to London ? — 1 should think, 

. 3x 
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29 Mar. 1830. with reference to the rate of freight outward-bound to India 
y B. now, that at least £15 or £16 of it would attach to the freight 

M?r.* home. The outward freight to India now is, I may say, little 
or nothing ; you inay get goods out for 5s. or 10s. a ton. 

3697a. At what rate could you charter a ship, say of 500 or 
600 tons, for a voyage to and from China ?— 1 have no doubt 1 
could charter a ship direct to Canton and back for £10, or at 
most £12 a ton ; indeed I think 1 could charter fifty ships in 
the Thames at this moment on these terms. 

3898o. Of the size of the Orwell, do you mean ?— Not of the 
size of the Qrwcll. 

3899a. ^Kat period do vou contemplate for a direct vovage 
out and home "China, allowing six weeks or two months in 
China to deliver ^d receive cargo ? — I should say certainly within 
from ten to twelve months; but fora ship of 500 or 600 tons, 
we should not require six weeks, or any thing like it, at 
Canton. 

^ .^900a. Have not large ships an advantage in Canton river, 
which smaller ships have not, in paying less port-charges and 
^ measurement?— Yes ; they have a very great advantage, as the 
port-charges there upon a large ship are much lighter in propor- 
tion to her tonnage than they are upon ships of smaller burden. 

3901a. Have the large ships any advantage in the stowage 
of a tea cargo home, over ships of 500 or 600 tons ? — None, 
that I am aware of. 

3902a. Have you stowed several cargoes of tea yourself?— 
I never stowed a cargo of tea, but 1 have stowed other cargoes 
in ships of from 500 tons up to 1200 tons ; and I am not aware 
that a ship of 1200 tons can possess any advantage in the 
stowage of tea over a ship of 500 or 600 tons. 

S903a. Do you mean to say, that the lighter port-charges 
which large ships pay in China is the only advantage which ^u 
know those ships possess over ships of 500 or 600 tons ?— tlie 
only advantage that I am aware of as merchant ships. 

3904>a. You are, of course, aware that they are calculated 
to be made ships of war on emergency?— They are unquestion- 
ably the finest merchant ships in the world, and very easily con- 
vertible to warlike purposes when it is necessary. 

3905a. Have you known it to be often necessary to use them 
as ships of war ? — 1 have known several instances of it in Indi^ 
during the last war ; not very many instances. 

3906a. Do you mean where they have received additional 
hands and have been manned as frigates ? — Yes, having had 
additional guns, and troops put on board. 

3907a. Is not there a great deal of piracy in the Indian se^ ? 
— ^Very little indeed. In the Eastern Archipelago, in the China 
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Beas, there are some pirates, and also on the coast of China; 29 Mar. 1830. 

but hi the Indian seas it is a thing at present almost unknown. 

In the Persian Gulf there are some Arab pirates, I believe* Stewart, Esq. 

3908a. Have not the ships you have known employed as ships ** 
of war been generally 800 and 900-ton ships ; did you ever 
know a China ship so employed ?— Yes, 1 recollect on one oc-* 
casion, that four Bombay and China ships, of 1200 tons each, in 
the year 1804 or 1805, were all armed before they left Bombay, 
in consequence of there not being sufficient convoy there to 
accompany them to China. Admiral Linois had appeared upon 
the coast of Ceylon, and taken the Brunswick few wetks 
before. They had with them a small ^ip, tK6 Sir Edward 
Hughes, that had formerly ‘been in the Coiiip^*^ service, but 
she was not reckoned sufficient protection y^out arming die 
ships also. 


3909a. With respect to the other ships that you htwe known 
armed as frigates, have not they generally been the smaller 
classes of Company’s $hip«i ? — I am not aware of any instipice 
at this moment, except the Sir Edward Hughes, and anothclis 
small ship of 800 ton<s, the name of which 1 Ibiget. ^ 

3910a. During the time you. were in the East-India private 
trade, were there any 1200-ton ships in that trade between 
Bombay and China ? — Several from Bombay. 

3911a. Are there any of them now in tliat trade ? — None. 

3912a. What ships are now used principally for the China 
trade to Canton?— From Bombay the ships are generally from 
600 to 800 tons ; there is one of nearly 1000 tons ; formerly there 
were five or six 1200-ton ships. 

3913a. Do you know any reason wliy those large ships have 
been discontinued in the trade to diina, if it is so advantageous 
to trade to Canton in large ships ? — 1 apprehend it has arisen in 
a great measure from the difficulty that private merchants would 
often have in fitting out a large ship, from the additional capital 
be;^ond what would be required to trade with a smaller ship. 
It IS much more within the compass of a private merchant to 
trade with a ship of 600 or 700 tons than with one of 1200 tons ; 
and I have reason to know also, with regard to several of the 
1200-ton sliips built at Bombay for the country trade, that 
they have now iallen into the regular trade of the East-lndia 
Company, because their owners were able to transfer them to 
the Company oh more advantageous terms than could have 
been expected by keeping them in the trade from Bombay to 
China. 


3914a. Can a large ship be built at as cheap a rate per ton 
as a small one ?— Generally speaking, I think not. They require 
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29 Mar. 1830. a larger scantling of timber ; and crooked timber, when it exceeds 
J St — T E ^ expensive indeed. 

M.'p.* ^ 3915a. Can you form an estimate of the difference per ton?— « 

1 cannot, without previous calculation, form an estimate. 

3916a. Is not the advantage gained in the measurement duty 
. on a 1200- ton ship at Canton counterbalanced by the incon« 
venicnce of being obliged to load and unload below Whampoa ? 
—I should think that tlie advantage gained by the size, with 
regard to the port-charges, is greater than the disadvantage 
arising from the circumstance mentioned, of being obliged to 
load partly 4elow the second bar. They very seldom unload 
there, and I b^rlieve that they might load wholly at Whampoa, 
but it certaiif)}'v^ssons the risk to send them below the second 
bar to complete tfs^ cargoes. 

3917a. At what rate pey ton could you estimate the advantage 
that a 12p0-ton ship has over a 600-ton ship in the payment of 
Canton port-charges? — I should not estimate it above £2 jper 
ton ^ but I feel a difficulty in giving an opinion upon the question 
'fithout going into a calculation. 

i 3918a. From your own experience, what class of ships do you 
Vhink best calculated to carry on the trade between England 
and China? — 1 should say, from 600 to 800 tons. 

3919a. You stated that the Viceroy objected to receive 
Admiral Drury, when he believed that he was deputed by the 
Governor-general, ^ doting under a company of merchants ; are 
you aware that the Select Committee arc in the habit of 
direct intercourse with the Viceroy ? — No, I am not aware of 
that. 

3920a. Do 3 »ou know that they never do go to the Viceroy ? 
— 1 never heard of the Select Committee going personally to 
the Viceroy, 

3921a. Are the large ships of 1200 tons suited to any other 
trade in the East but the China trade ?^I think not; not so well 
suited as the smaller ships. 

3922a. Would not it be an additional motive to a merchant 
to employ a smaller-sized ship that his ship was applicable} to 
other trades, if he wished to apply it td them ?— No doubt it 
would. f 

3923a. Do not ships oflen return from Canton to India in 
ballast ? — They oilen return with very small cargoes indeed ; 
just enough to serve as ballast. 

3924a. What is the actual amount of freight which is now paid 
from England to Calcutta and back? — 1 cannot speak with 
regard to Calcutta ; but 1 know that within the last eighteen 
months or two years the house of which I am a member has 
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chartered several ships from England to Bombay and back, at 29 Mar. 1830. 
rates not exceeding £8 or £9 sterling a ton. — 1— 

3925a. You have stated that it would require £10 or £12 a ^^ 9 - 

ton to charter a ship to Canton ; would the * voyage be much 
longer from England to Canton, than from England to Bombay ? 

—About a couple of months. 

3926a. What is the cause of the great difference in the freight ? 

— I calculate upon the owner of the ship having to pay the port- 
charges at Canton. 

3927a. Do you happen to know whether there is a consider- 
able charge for demurrage upon the Company's ^hips in the ' 

Canton river? — I have understood that there is^a charge for 
demurrage if they are detained beyond their tim^4* • 

3928a. Is it not a fact that there is a muclf?arger charge for 
demurrage for the Company’s ships than there is, commonly 
speaking, upon ships carrying on private trade ?-r-I ara unablo 
to answer that question. 

3929a. Do you know what was the charge for demuri^gc 
upon the Company’s ships at the time of the interruption of tliA. 
trade in consequence of Admiral Drury’s affair ? — I do not. ^ 

3930a. Are you aware that a large number of Chinese find 
their way out of China in Portuguese ships, and that there is no 
considerable difficulty in their leaving the country ? — There is no 
great difficulty ; a great many find their way out in English 
ships, and ships of all nations. Theyreceivb them on board at 
night, after the ship leaves the river. 

3931a. When you speak of the request in which metals are in 
China, do you mean manufactures of metals, or do you mean 
metal in an unmanufactured state?— I meaftt to apply that 
to metals in an unmanufactured state. 

3932a. You have spoken of the great advantage it w^ould be 
to merchants in the country trade to be able to bring a return- 
cargo immediately from China to England ; is it your opinion 
that if the trade were opened the principal proportion of it 
would take that course ; namely, from England to India, from 
India to China, and from . China back to England? — I think a 
very considerable proportion of it would take that course. I 
inean, out of the' goods sent from India to China a considerable 
part of the proceeds would come from China to England, and 
go out to India again in the manufactures of this country. 

3933a, l3o you think that the trade between this country and 
China would be carried on in a great measure through India, or 
direct from here to Canton and back?— I think a considerable 
portion of it would be carried on through India, and also a 
great portion of it direct to China. 

3934a. Should you esteem it a great advantage to British 
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29 Mar. 1830. private merchants to be admitted to China, supposang their 

, „ „ present monopoly to be reserved to the Company? — should 

J. Esq. certainly consider it a great advantage. 

S935a. You mentioned several articles as likely to come from 
China ; what other articles are there besides ?-— Silk of evec^ 
, description, both manufactured and raw, and a variety of arti- 
cles : camphor, cassia, musk, &c. and many other things. 

S936a. Could China supply a great quantity of raw silk ?— A 
great deal. 

A 9937a. Are not those articles imported now by the officers of 
'*'4he Company to the full extent of the demand in London ? — I 
. should say n^t to the* full extend of the demand, because we im- 
port a considelk^le quantity of China goods circuitously through 
India. '\- 

3938a. Are you awar^ what has been the out-turn of adven- 
tures fropi China to England these last few years ?— I have no 
knowledge of that. 

3939a. Have you any reason to believe that it has been a 
gaining trade? — 1 have no reason to believe either that, or 
• ^ otherwise. 


MarHs^ SO® die Martii, 1830. 

CHARLES POULBTT THOMSON, Esq. a Member of the 
Committee, examined. 

so Mar. 18 S 0 . 3940a. Did you see Mr. Cushion, and explain to him that a 

summons had been issued by this Committee to require his 

r. P. Thomson, attendance ? — I did. 

3941. Did you state to him that the Committee -would not 
enforce by all the. means in its power tliat summons, if he had 
a decided objection to attending?— I stated to Mr. Cushion, 
that it was the anxious desire of the Committee that he should 
attend. He expressed himself, as he had done before, ex- 
tremely unwilling to come and give evidence. He, however^ 
gave me no positive answer as to what he would do, but he 
requested time to reflect upon it. On the following day he sent 
me the letter which 1 have proposed giving in to the Committee, 
in which he declines attending, because he considers it impractU 
cable for him to give evidence without injuring the interests of 
his friends in America, and without acting against the feelings 
of friends whom he has. 

3942a. Did you understand from Mr. Cushion, that his ob- 
jections were so strong that he would probably be induced, at 
considerable personal inconvenience, to leave the country rather 
than comply with the summons, if it was peremptorily enforced? 
—I did. 
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3043a. Is not Mr. Cushion a citizen of the United States^ 30 Mar. 1B30. 
who has resided a great number of years at Canton ?— He is. 

3944a. Did you give him to understand that the Committee ' jEsq., m p. 
would not enforce the summons if it was unpleasant to him to ’ 
come ? — 1 gave him to understand that the Committee were 
very anxious that he should attend ; but that if he positively 
objected, I did not think it likely Uiat the Committee would 
enforce his attendance at all inconvenience and at all risk to 
him. 

JOSHUA BATES, Esq. again called in, and examined* 

3945a. In the purchase of tea at Cantoa, in what money is Joshua Bates, 
the transaction settled between the Chines^ and the purchaser? 

— In talcs. yT • 

3946a. Is the tale a current coin in China, or is it a money 
of account? — It is a money of account,' there is no coin of that 
kind. 

3947a. Does it represent a certain quantity of silver? — The 
tale is a weight, containing 579/^,^ English grains ; it is used as \ 
a weight, also as a money of account. ^ 

3948a. But uniformly the purchases of tea are calculated in ^ 
tales ? — They are uniformly. 

3949a. Is there any course of ^change between Canton and 
this country ? — A regular quotation of exchange is given in 
letters from Canton. 

3950a. Can bills be drawn according to the rate so quoted ? 

— They are so negociated to a very considerable amount, and I 
judge could be to a much larger amount. 

3951a. To what amount have you known bills drawn from 
China upon this country ? — £40,000 or £50,000 at a time. 

3952a. And you think they may be negociated to a much 
larger amount ? — I have no doubt they can, as a remittance for 
the proceeds of opium, which would do away with the necessity 
of smuggling silver. 

8953a. Can you state what, according to the latest advices re- 
edvedfrom Canton, is the rate of exchange between Canton and 
this couDtiy ?— The latest date I have seen is newspaper autho- 
rity; but it IS probably correct; it gives it at 3^. lid. sterling per 
dollar fur bills at six months' sight. In speaking of the bills thus 
likely to be negociated or negociating at 3^. lid., 1 think it 
embraces an -amount of about £100,000 within my know- 
ledge. 

3954a. With such a bill, drawn upon any house of credit in 
England at that rate of exchange, could teas be purchased at 
Canton ?— With the proceeds of such bills teas could be pur- 
chased. 
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Jothva Bates, 
Esq. 
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S955a. The rate of exchange being S«» can tou state to 
the Committee whatwoul().be Uie ywie of the talor — It woidd 
be$s.Bf$d. , 

» 3956a. Is not 3^. lid. an unusually low rate of exchange for 
the dollar? — It is not low fer t|ie last year or two ; it ha§ been 
gradually lowering for several years. 

3957a. What has been for the last five years the average rate 
of exchange between Canton and London ? — I have no means 
of answering the question here ; I should think it might have 
been 4^. Id. or 45. 2d. ^ 


3958a. do you think it has been more than 45. 2d. ?— Cer- 
Plainly not tnOre. , ^ . . 

S959a. Can'^>u state at 45. 2d. what would be the value of 
the tale ?— 5s. 9^|d. 

3960(e. By what calculation do you convert talcs into dollars, 
or dollars into talcs ?— Seventy-two candarins are equal to a 
dollar ; and I take 100 dollais at 45. 2d. and divide them Dy 1^2 
ifdr the value of the tale in steiling. 


3961a. How many candarins are there in a tale ? — There are 
100 candarins in a tale. 


3962a. So that a dollar is to a tale as 72 are to 100.^-— 
It is. 


3963a. Is that a 6xed proportion between the tale and the 
dollar, or is it one that varies ? — I do not remember to have 
seen any thing which would lead me to believe that it varies. 

3964a. Then the variation in the exchange turns upon the 
varied price of the dollar, and not upon the talc?— I think 
there may be a variation in silver, that the dollar may some- 
times sell at a premium; but I observe, that taking. the weight 
of the dollar, and taking the number of grains in a tale, that 
72 hundredth-parts of a tale are just the weight of a Spanish 
dollar. 

3965a. Arc you aware that it was stated to a Committee of 
the House of Lords in the year 1821, that the tale had been 
rated for 100 years past in the transactions of the fiast^ndiii 
Company with China at 6s. 8d. ?— I never heard of 65. 8d. as 
the value of a tale til) the question came up here before this 
Committee. 4 , 

3966a. What would be^e'value of the tale in exchange!)^ 
dollars at 45. 3^d. ? — Six shillings nearly. 

3967a. Have they been as high as 45. 3]d. in the course of 
exchange in the last five years ? — 1 think not. 

S968a. In the evidence you gave before this Committee on a 
former occasion, you stated that, in your opinion, the tea con- 
sumed in this country cost the public about £1,500,000 more 
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than it would betiTQpiight on private account ; do you include 30 Mar. 18^ 
in the oaU^tion upon which that 6 t 4 j^nieivt was formed, the in- — " 

creased (mvge thrown on the prime qoat from fhe rate at which 
the tale^ converted by the Compipry into English money?— 

That enters into the c^culatic^; 1 should take the teas as 
they are bought, and tak;e the exchange as it exists, or has been 
for some years, and the actual prices obtained here. 1 stated \ 

£1,500,000 in round numbers ; hHl^ieve the difference is pippin ’'1 
It maybe £100,000 or £200,000 more; but was not aware 
that it was important to go so near as that# ' 

3969a You stated in your foriAer evidence, tnat iitesSumng * 
the profits of the Company beyond the profits* Ifiiich 
mercliant would ‘require to amount to a ii)i11io*i| and *a half, you 
have leferred to the tables laid before Parliar2ent, stating the 
prime cost at Canton ; in making that ei»timate, did you allow 
for the value of the tale as estimated on the one.hand«by the 
Conipany, and on the othei as ascertained by the course of 
exchange ? - I made reference to the printed accounts of 
tea exj)orted, for the purpose of getting at the quantity, and I 
was not aware that 6&. 8^. was the mode of valuing the tale at ^ 
the time. It would certainly make a difference in any rough 
calculation which 1 have made ; but 1 went upon another calcu- 
lation also, that of the usual profit which we are satisfied with 
on teas ; and taking the cost of teas at Canton, with the ex- 
pences, and the pi ices obtained at the Company’s sales, 1 abcer- 
tained the profit wliich 1 conceived ought to be made by the 
Company on the inipoitation of teab to this country. 

3970a* If tlie tale is really worth at the rate of exchange 
5s. 6d., and is estimated in the prime cost as 6$. Bd., is there 
not an increase put on that prime cost of nearly 20 per 
cent., namely, the difference between 5^. 6d. .and Qs. 8d? — 

Cert^nly there is ; it would make that difference in the calcu- 
lation. 

39710. Are you aware of the provision in the Act of the 24 
Geo. III. c. 38, the Commutation Act, which provides that upon 
all teas put up for sale b}' the East- India Company the upset 
price shall not exceed the prime cost thereof, with the freight 
and diarges of importation, together with lav^ul interest from 
of the arrival of such tea in Great Britain, and the 
premium of insurance as a compensation for the sea- 
rislk incurred tberG 0 .n ?— 1 was not aware that there was such a 
provision in the Act. 

3972a. Suppose a mercantile house had a contract for supply- 
ing any foreign article, cotton for instance, and it were a condi- 
tion of that contract that the bonajide prime cost of the article 
abroad, together with the freight and charges of importation, 
and the other charges referred to in the Act which has been 
• 3 y 
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:ho Mar. 1830. quoted, should determine the price' to be paid by the contractor, 

- — “ would such a mercantile hqiuse be warranted in calculating, the 

^ prime cost abroad at a higher rate than the existing course -of 

exchange between the foreign country and this country, at 
the time when the article was paid for in that foreign country ? 
—1 see no other mode of estimating the cost of any article 
abroad than by taking the course of exchange into the calcu*- 
lation. 

8973a. Have any of the teas bought by the American mer- 
chants been paid for by bills drawn upon this country ?-— Of 
' late they Bave bee^ paid for in that way, or rather the funds 
have been, created in that way. The bank of the United States 
*is8ue bills, and^^ mercantile houses in America give credits on 
London. ^ 

3974a. Then the pvimc cost of such teas is ascertained by 
the bills so drawn ? — Thai is the accurate mode of ascertaining 
their cost-price. 

' 3975a. Supposing such law to exist as that which has been 
stated in one of the questions recently put, will not the upset 
price which was referred to in that law be raised by rating the 
tale at 6^. 8r/., beyond what it would be, supposing the value of 
the idle to be such as it is, according to the rate of exchange 
which you now believe to prevail at Canton ? — That would be 
the efliect of it. The upset price would be increased in propor* 
tion as the tale had been overrated. 

3976a. Though you have stated 3^. lid. to be the actual 
value of the dollar at Canton, according to the last rate of 
exchange, and although that may be the rate of exchange for 
any transaction of a moderate amount, do you supposp it 

f irobable or possible that the East-India Company could, for so 
arge an amount as what they would require for the whole of 
their investment, realize so favourable an exchange ? — I should 
say there would be no difficulty whatever ; that drafts to a very 
large amount are wanted for remitting the proceeds of the 
smuggled opium, and that those bills would be very current in 
Bombay or Bengal for remittances to this country, and are 
always in demand for such purpose. 

39770. Do you suppose that the same exchange could be 
realized by the Company for so large an amount as they would 
require for their investments?— It might make a little difference 
in the exchange ; but if I recollect rightly, there are four or five 
millions of dollars in Sycee silver annually smuggled out from 
Canton, no doubt at some disadvantage of charges for hazard, 
&c. 1 should think for all that sum the parties would prefer to 
take bills. 

3978a. Do not the Company now pay for the quantity of tea 
which they purchase by the sales of opium, and by bills upon 
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India, and in various ways ? — I have no doubt they do. The 30 Mar. 1830. 
sales of opium, however, are not qn their account at Canton ; , , T ^ 
that is country trade. , 

3979a. Supposing the same quantity of tea to he required for 
the consumption of this country, and all the circumstances of 
the trade between India and China to remain the same, would 
the exchange be altered if tlie trade was thrown open, instead 
of being a monopoly in the hands of the Company ? — 1 should 
think the exchange would very soon fall even lower than 3s. 11c/. : 
that has been the case with Bengal. / 


3980a. What circumstances bave caused so low a rate of 
exchange to prevail as 3& 1 Id. per dollar ap Cantpn pre- 
sume it must be owing to the large importations of opium, aifd 
perhaps to some increase in the importation^ of British manu- 
factures. • 


3981a. How do you account for dollars being consiBered by 
Americans so favourable a provision as a means of purchase of 
tea, when the exchange is so low ? — The Americans have, untilj 
lately, earned dollars to a great extent, on the calculation that' 
they can transact their business with less charge of commission 
on that account ; but they have of late taken credits or bills in 
many instances ; and I cone eive it will turn in the same manner 
as it has in Bengal. Formerly dollars were carried there ; now 
they are no longer carried. * 

3982a. Wlicit is the price of the dollar at present in London ? 
— The price of the ounce is 4 a. SJjd . ; 866 ounces make 1,000 
dollars, which would bring it near 45. l^t/. per dollar. 

3983a. Would not this trade, like all others, be paid for in 
specie, or by drawing bills according as the rate of exchange 
might vary ? — Undoubtedly the course of exchange would fluc- 
tuate, as in any other trade, if lefl to itself. 

3984a. You stated that you thought, if the trade were thrown 
open, the exchange would fall still lower ; for what reason do 
you entertain that opinion ?— My belief is, that the exports to 
that country would be very much increased. 

3985a. Do you mean the export of British commodities ? — 
Of British commodities. 

3986a. Are you prepared to give in to the Committee the 
calculation upqn which you come to the conclusion that the 
Company derive a million and a half more profit than would 
remunerate the private trader?— 1 have no calculation made, 
but I can give the Committee the materials for making one. 
I can give the cost of a given quality of tea at Canton, and tak- 
ing the freight and charges, and the sale price here, the profit 
is ascertained ; and 1 should state that in these times ten per 
cent, is considered a fair mercantile profit, and all gain beyond 
that would be so much gained by the Company beyond a fair 
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30 Mar, 1630. profit ; that is, private traders would sell their teas at a price so 
low that would leave only 10 per cent, profit, and probably even 
at less, and be satisfied. 

3987a. What allowance ought to be made for wastage of the 
teas ? — Very little. 

S988a. As much as 5 per cent. ? — I should think not ; per- 
haps 2^ per cent. 

3989a. Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee 
some of the materials of your calculation ? — Take congou tea of 
the past year ; 1 find the contract price of the highest quality is 
29 tales, that would be about 13^ per lb. I would add for the 
freight 3<f. per poupd^ there would .thwi be aboqt 2i per cent. 

of interest, as I am calculating for it to be paid for with the 
proceeds of bills d^wn at six months’ sight, and the teas would 
arrive here before the bilks would be presented, and I suppose 
the charges here are about 2^ per cent. There would be ano- 
ther 2^ per cent, for the insurance, making altogether 7^ per 
which upon would be 101 -hundredths of a penny, 

• and then you have as the cost and expenses of bringing 

*%thc tea here ; 1 add 10| for profit. 

3990fl. Have you made any allowance for wastage ?— That is 
embraced in the calculation of the cost per pound, in converting 
the peculs into pounds, and the tales into pence ; 1 include that 
in the 13^</. The total comes to 18^A(/. I find that the high- 
est sale-price of congou was S^. \\d. rerhaps it w'ould be safer 
to take the second price of congou, that is 2s. Id. ; that is the 
price obtained at the last sale of the East-India Company. 

3991a. In making this calculation do you calculate upon hav- 
ing a profit upon the outward cargo ? — None whatever. I hav^ 
taken the freight at which ships can be chartered for the voyage 
out and home. ‘ 

S992a. Do you consider 10 per cent, a sufficient profit npon 
an adventure of that kind ? Ten per cent. 1 should consider a 
brilliant profit. 

3993a. You mean 10 per cent, beyond interest of nioney ? - I 
have estimated interest of money in the charges. 

THOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq., Accountant-General of the 
East-India Company, again called in, and examined. 

T, G- lUot/d, 3994a. In what manner do you settle the ubset price of teas 
at the India-House ? — The sterling amount of the several Sup- 
plies to the Canton treasury are contrasted with the number of 
tales that those sterling amounts have produced, from which 
result we ascertain what has been the cost of one tale. For 
instance, we receive considerable supplies from India in cotton 
and in bills of exchange : these arc brought into sterling money 
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T. G. lioyd, 
Etg. 


at the intrinsic value of silver at the Mjnt-pricey and against this 30Mar.,1830< 

is stated the several products in tdles in China ; the consignments 

from England are also stated at their invoice cost, and on the 
other side is stated the number of tales the consignments have 
produced. In the year 1828-9 it was ascertained that we had 
supplied the Canton treasury to the amount of £2,21*3.022 ster- 
ling, which had produced in China 6,931,592 tales; thus ascer- 
taing the cost of a tale to be 6s. 4rf. ^gjths. After the rate of 
the tale is ascertained in the manner 1 have before mentioned, 
we add freight and demurrage. This freight and demurrage are 
what We call the commercial freight and demurrage, all that thA 
ship has earned in her political capacity* being deducted. We 
also add the cxpences 6f landing, housingl warehousing cart- 
ing, preparing, for sale, and all charges 'of jpierchandize. We 
add an insurance of three per cent, on the cost, with the pre- 
mium covered ; we add interest on tlie cost and insurance, two 
years ; on freight and charges, one year, at five per" cent, per 
annum ; we add also the supercargoes^ commission, two per-cent, 
on net sale amount, deducting charges. * » 

3995a. Have you prepared any statement for the information* 
of the Committee ? — 1 have prepared an account, showing the 
rate per tale at which funds for the China investment were pro- 
vided in season 1828-9 ; and I have also prepared an estimate 
of the cost, freight, and charges of each species of tea per pound 
imported in the year 1829, calculated in the manner 1 have 
stated. 


[^The xvitness delivered in the same, tvhick tvas read, as Jbllovos .•] 
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No* 1 .—An Account showing the Rate Tale at which Funds for the China Invcbt- 
MENT were provided in Season 1828-9. 


Balance of cash and available assets in 
China, end of season 1827-8, calculated 
at the rate per talc of that season, viz. 
6s. 7‘442d. per tale 


Supplies from India and England, 
1828-9 : 

Bengal : 

Invoice amount of cotton (<^lcu- 
lated according to the iqtrSnsic 
v^ue of the Sicca lupce at the 
niipt price of silver, viz.fts. 2d. 

peroz) 

Freight of cotton by countiy< 
ships, payable at Bengal, cal- 
culated at the same rate .... 
Commanders* cotton V>ond8,‘do. 

do 

Bills drawn on Bengal, do. do. . . 

Madras. 

Invoice amount of cotton, calcu- 
lated at the intrinsic value of 
the Madras rupee, as before . • 
Ditto sandal-wo^, do. do 

Bombay : 

Invoice amount of cotton, calcu- 
lated at the intiinsic value of 
the Bombay rupee, as before. . 
Freight of cotton by country 
ships, pa} able at Bombay, cal- 
culated at the same rate .... 
Commanders* cotton bonds, do 
do • 

England • 

Invoice amount of consignments 
Bills and certificates drawn on 

the Court 

Supercargoes* commission on the 
above outward trade, payable 

ill England 

Freight of consignments from 
India to China, as above, by 
European ships, payable in 
Engird 


£. 

# 

[23^043 

20,2S& 

98,350 

1562,592 


103,152 

14,198 


94,291 

1,694 

53,480 

1717,504 

135,813 

24,772 

71,613 


Total amount of supplies from India and 
England, including charges payable in 
India and England on account of the 
same 


£. 


81,040 


Tales. 


Amount realized 
in China, 
1828-9 : 


Produced 
China . - 


Received. . do. . 
Do* .... do. • 


Produced . do. . 
Do. . • . do. . 


Do do. . 

Received. . do. . 

Produced. . do. . 
Received. . do. . 


Talcs. 

850,.')18l 


326,718] 

1,964,421 


267,980 

65,728 


379,005 

184,159 

|2,164,133 

484,514 


Total amount realized in 
China for supplies of the 
Year.. 


244,8271 


[2,131,982 


Deduct : 

Amount paid for interestj 
in the year. 


je 2,213,022 


Tales. 


6,687,176 


|6,932,003| 

411 

16,931,5921 


Or at 65. 4’624d per tale, or 4s. 7*169dL pei dollar. 

Thos. G. Lloyd, Accountant-General. 


EasUjndia House, 12 November 1829. 
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30 Mar. 1830. 
T. G, Lloyd. 


EVIDENT 0}ir^SXrINDIA AFFAIRS^^.^ 

3996a. When was the value of the rupei9 fettled b/'the , 
Board of Controul ? — In the year 1814 ; the document, 1 be- * 
lieve, is before Parliament. Ther^ was a scheme prepared fbr 
the separation of 'the accounts, in conformitjr wi(p the/Act of 
1813, which was laid before Parliament -and printed. 

3997a. When 30U talk of the standard 'value» under what 
authority does the Company determine the rate of exchange to 
be ntgufated by ibe^^standard value of the silver of this country ? 
— -TITat was the* proposition that the Court of Directors have 
supported in a ncgocialion with die Board of Commissioners re- 
specting the »rate of the rupee. It only has reference to the 
transactions between India and China, but no reference to con- 
signments 6*00) J^it^l^d to China. 

3998a. Then if it has only reference to the transactions be- 
tween India and Chinau why does it govern the transactions 
betweem China and England ?— Because the Compun}, in its 
commercial capacity, is charged with whatever simplies India 
renrhts for the provision of the China investment. The Court of 
Directors urged it to be an equitable rate to be established be- 
tween the two branches for all those transactions. The com- 
merce was in the continual habit of making advances on account 
of the territory ; and the Court contended that the rupee should 
be charged to them at^its intrinsic value, according to the Mint- 
price of silver, or bs. per oz. 

3999a Supposing this, wliich the Company determined to be 
an equitable rate in its trade between India and China, should 
turn out to be a rate far above the prime cost, as declared by 
the course of exchange between China and England, would 
not be a contravention of the Act of Parliament, which 
that the upset price of the teas should be vfdtted at 
cost? — I apprehend not, for this reason, tbtfyAe rupee aetu«i|y'> 
costs the commerce more. ‘ 

4000. What is there in the Act of /fwmment which has re- 

ference to the rupee, in determining the prime cost of tea in 
China ? - Inasmuch as the Company draw a part of the supplies 
for the provision of their China investii]||f| w using their credit 
on India. ^ 

4001. Suppose that the remittances llii|Ma jo China 

should involve a loss of 100 per cent. 
which teas might be procured in China byaamlbG . ^ 

than the Company, do you think that that loss Ougn| to be &ii ^ 
charged to the prime cost of the teas in China in Mdtjsig thie 
upset price in England ? — ^I apprehend, that whatever be the 
loss, it is what the teas have cost the Company. 

4002. In the money of Bengal? — And the return they get 
for it. 

4003. Supposing the value of the rupee to be I5. lOrf. at Cal- 
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cutta, at what pfricfe do you estimate it in the adjustment of the 30 Mar. 1830. 
account between India and China,, and between China anfd 
England respectively ? — The adjustment that ,we make, as be- ‘ 
tween the territory and commerce, is at the rate fixed by the 
Board of Commissioners for the rupee, that is 28. ; there- 

fore I conceive that in Charging 28., as has been done in the upset 
price of teas, that upset price has been less than the tea has 
actually cost the Company ; inasmuch as th^ have charged Ss. 
for that for which they have paid 28. 3-^ef. ^ * '* 

4004. In the paper you have delivered in it is stated, that in 
part-provision for the purchases of Cihina'Sheri had been 

drawn, by bills from China on the Cohrt oj^ Directors, for the 
season 1828-9, the sum of £135,813, for wj^dH Hidk^ have beei> 
received in China 484,514 tales ; that being Stbe only part of 
this account in which there is a direct transaction between 
China and London for the cost of that money delivered into the 
Company’s treasury in China, be so good as to state to the 
Committee what has been the price of the tale upon that trans- 
action ? — About 58. Id. 


4005. Is that not the result of the direct exchange between 
China and London, as exemplified by the actual transactions 
of the Company ? — Certainly. 

4006. If the direct exchange makes tfie tale to cost only 
58. 7d,f must not the whole difference between that and the ex- 
change of 68 4d. and 624 decimals, be a loss to the Company, 
arising from the circuitous manner in which their funds are 

S d in Canton, or from the way in which the money is calcu- 
?-^lt is quite clear that if the money be obtain^ by bills 
JjjMbuid, the tale would of course give cdnsiderably less 
inaDWMfcs’by djl^nsignment of merchandize from India and 
Spj^naT We place the tale by consignment of goods 

OreSi this country lQl|||^agr at *the same rate that we might 
have obtained it by bunion tho^Court, and therefore the dif- 
ference between the 68. 4^. and 5s. Id. is to be attributed to the 
mode in which the Company carried on their business. 

* 4007. Then, in lost by their consignments of mer- 

dumdize? — Ye%Aefe the rate of exchange for 

bilb on 

|M6. And ^ goods sent from India ? — Yes. 

<4009. Sup^smg tlib mods sent from India had been calculated 
at li. rupee, ii^t#rou!d have been the value of the tale 

then ?— It would take some time to make the calculation. It is 
about 2d. in the rupee upon all the rupees that have been fur- 
nished through India ; it would not have made a very consider- 
able difference in the tale on the final result. 

4010. You have stated that the real cost of the tale to the 
Company is 68. lOd. and 417 decimals, so that the loss by this 

3 z 
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30 Mar. 1830. mode of supply tnusfbe the difference between 5s. 7d. and 
6*. lOrf. and 417 decimals? — It is so, presuming we could have 
^ jEw. obtained all our supplies by means of bills, which I conceive to 
be extremely doubtful. I think it very questionable whether 
we could have obtained bills for two millions sterling upon the 
Court in one season. 

4011. Can you state how much of the money paid into the 
Company's treasury in Canton halis arisen from the sale of goods 
there, and hew much from exchange operations ?-— The ex- 
change operations arc, Bills upon Bengal, 562,592," and 

Bills upton England, 135,31*3 making together, 698,405. 

4012. (]kn y(m* stati^ to the Committee what loss you sup- 
^pOse to have aps^ from the bills drawn on Bengal?— 'F ot 

the bills drawn ^on Bengal we pay the territory at the rate of 
2^. ^ • 

4013. Wliat is its intrinsic value according to the ex- 
c]^ange ? — The exchange, 1 apprehend, at that time was about 
1 j. lid. 

4014. Should not you consider that the Act of Parliament 
directing the mode in which the upset price of the teas should 
be 6xed, meant that it should be done according to the actual 
cost of the tead toHhe Company, and not according to any arbi- 
trary valuation of thla. rupee, or of any other coin ? — 1 appre- 
hend, certaiiiljr, that t^e Act of Parliament intended the teas 
should be put up at what they cost the Company ; and by the 
operation we pursue, I conceive we fully comply with the Act 
of Parliament, because it actually has cost the Company, to 
place the tale there, so much money as I have stated in the 
account 1 havd delivered in. 

4015. Coulcl not the Company have placed the tale there, by 
your own statement, at a much more reasonable rate?— By 
drawing bills, certainly. 

4016. Then must not your revenues in Bengal have been 

benefited to the extent of the larger price that has been put 
upon the tale, in so far as concerns that portion of the money 
wnich has been drawn upon Benigal ?-^The revenues of Bengal 
have been benefited by the difiil^repce between) the exchanm of 
Bengal upon England and the rate of 2s. whira is 

nearly 5d, in the rupee. . , 

4017. And to that extent the upset price of the teas of the 
Company has been increased in the amount ? — The lipset price 
has certainly been increased in consequence of the mode we 
adopt ; but not to the full extent of the difference, because the 
upset price has resulted from calculating the rupee at the in- 
trinsic value. 

4016. Could you, looking at thib paper;^ state to the Com- 
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mittee what ia the per-cenUge of diffi^nce between the cost, 30 Mar. 1830. 
as you have stated it to have been calculated, and the cost as it ~~ 
would be if it had been taken at* the rate of the direct ex- 
change? — It would make about fourteen per e'ent. 


Jovis^ P die AprUis^ 1830. 


The Petition of Merchants, &c. of His M^esty’s Colony 
of the Cape of Good Hope, presented to the House on 
the 9th day of March la ^. and then refer];ed to this 
Committee, was again readTS^^ • ; * 


ABRAHAM BORRADAILE, Esq. calU^ and examined.* 

# 

4019. You are resident in London ?-i-I am. 

4020. What is your situation as connected with the CJape of 
Good Hope ? — 1 have been a merchant trading to the Cape for 
the last twelve or thirteen years ; I am chairman of the Com- 
mittee of the Cape Society, and the petition before the Com- 
mittee was sent to me through the medium of the Commercial 
Exchange Committee at the Cape, begging that I would get it 
presented to Parliament. 


1 April 1830: 
A. BorradaUe, 


4021. Are you prepared to support l^e allegations of the 

petition ?— I am perfectly. I 

4022. Can you state in what way tile Colony of the Cape 
suffer injury from the East-India Company's mode of exercising 
their exclusive right of supplying the Cape with tea ? — In the 
first place, the East-India Company charge a higher price for 
tea than would be charged by a private merchant, if he were 
allbwed to import it direct from China to the Cape. The next 
grievance is, that only two of the East-India Company’s ships 
are allowed to touch there, which prevents the resort of ship- 
ping to the Cape, which is a thing highly advantageous to the 
colony. In the third jilace, it prevents any thing like a tran<3it 
trade, which the situation of the Cape might occasionally offer 
advantages for. 

4023. On what OTOund dq yop say that the Company charge 
a higher price for the tea than the same tea could be obtained 
for by the prjvate trade ? — I fad^e here a calculation of what we 
apprehend the cost of tea to the Company would be at the 
Cape, and what they sell it for. 

4024. What documents did you make the calculations from ? 
—From the notoriety of the price of tea at Canton. We have 
taken the price of black tea at 20 tales a pecul. 

4025. At what rate of exchange?— At 65. 4<f. the tale Bri- 
tish sterling, we make the tea to cost ls> a pound in China. . 

4026. Do you take the same rate of exchange in estimating 
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the Company's price as you do in estimating the price which a 
private trader would pay ? — Yes ; of course it is matter of sur- 
mise to us what the Company do pay. 

4027. What is the tea usually consumed at the Cape ?— I 
believe a kind of low souchong, or else congo tea. 

4028. What does that cost at the Company's sales there? — 
They sell it for about Sr. a pound. ' 


4029. What, according to your calculation, is the price at 

which it might be purchased ?--We reckon that it only costs 
the Compapy at the Cape a pound ; and that includes 

six per cent profit, which trie are told the Company agreed to 
supply the .Cape fpiv 

4030. Towhat6oiiof agreement do you refer?— I cannot 
exactly state thaf, but perhaps the Commissioners of Inquiry 
might be able to do so. * They state in their Report, <*that the 
price at^ which tea is sold has not been subject to much variation ; 
an(l according to the terms of the agreement made between 
His Majesty's Government and the Directors of the East-India 
Company in the year 1806, ought not to have exceeded an 
advance of six per cent, on the cost, freight and charges."* I 
do not know, of my own knowledge, whether such an agree- 
ment exists, but 1 do know that the East-lndia Company wrote 
to the Board of Trade, that tliey gave instructions to have it 
supplied at those rates. A letter showing this circumstance 
I have in my hand ; the ^te of the letter is the 27th August 
1825, “ Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade." It 
is addressed to myself, signed by Thomas Lack. 


[^The same tufis delivered in and read, and xnas as foU(ms:'\ 


“ Office of Committee of Privy Councrl for Trade, 

** 27th August 1825. 

“ Sir —The Lords of the Committee of Pri^ Council for Trade hav- 
ing had under their consideration your letters of the 13th May and ]2tli 
July last, on the subject of the tea-trade at the Cape of Good Hope, I 
am directed to acquaint you, that the exclusive privilege of trading in 
that article being legally invested in the East-India Company, Ris 
Majesty’s government cannot violate that privilege. A representation 
has however been made to the Cour( of Directors, with respect to the 
mode of supplying the Cape with tea under the provisions of their charter ; 
and it appew by a communication received from the Chairman, that the 
East-India Company, in their original instructions to their agent at tiie 
Cape, directed him to fnune his indents for the supply settlement 

with a view of the actual consumption of the co]ony ;^aud that he was 
further directed to put up the articles to sale in small lots, and at an adr 
vance not exceeding 6 per cent, on the cost, freight, and charges. That 
these indents were framed in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Burgher Senate, who were consulted on this subject ; and as a proof that 
there has been no deficiency in the supply, it is stated that the quantity 


Jlfem.— This was read by the Witnesb from the Commissioners' Official 
Report. 
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of tea lemalning on hand at the end of each fear, for seven years past, had 1 April 1880. 
always been equal to the consumption of some years. 

“ I am, Sir your most; obedient humble servant, A* BgrradoUe^ 

** Abraham Borradaile, Esq. (Signed) Thohas Lack." 

25, Rood-lane.'* 

4031. Have you made a calculation of the amount which you 
suppose the tea actually cost the Company at the Cape of Good 
Hope? — 1 have made such a calculation, which I will deliver in. 

[ The mtness delivered in the same, ioith a printed notice 
vohich tvere read, as JbUofiJos:'^ 

NOTICE. • 

EasU India Company's Stores will be oj^^^very Thursday, from 10 
o’clock A. M. to 2 o’clock ?. Si., for the disposah^ Qhina and India goods. 

-.-Terms, cash. '% • • 

Five per cent, will be taken off the several articles^n consequence of no 
vendue charges. # 

East-India Company’s Office, W. Hawkii^ 

Jan. 22, 1828. Agent for the Affairs of H. £. I. Company. 


Estimated Cost of a Pound of Black Tea imported from Canton in a 
Company’s Ship into the Cape of Good Hope, 1 830. 

Taking the average cost of black tea at Canton at 20 tales per pccul 
of 133^ lbs., and valuing the tale at 6s. id, British sterling, will s, d, 
cost, making allowance for breakage, &c. about per lb. English . . 1 0 
Shipping charges at Canton 5 per cent. ^ 

Insurance 5 ditto > 20 per cent, is .... 0 2^ 

Dues 10 ditto ) 

Freight at £22 per 1 , 1 20 lb. Company’s ship, is 0 4} 

Customs duty at the Cape of Good Hope 10 per cent. ; and 
valuing the tea at 3s per lb., the value now paid on by the 

H. E. 1. Company 0 

Landing, storage, posti^es, and other incidental expanses, 

* may be well covered, if taken at per lb 0 24 

1 4 

(20 per cent, on first cost.) 

Cost at the Cape of Good Hopei per lb 2 1 ^ 

Sale Charges : 

Five per cent, allowed by the H. E. I. Company for paying 
coin, and in their advertisements taken on the s^e prices of 

3s. Pd; per lb. is 0 2 j 

8iz per cent, on first cost and tharges, agreed the H. E. I. 

Company should have for their dEclusive privilege 0 1} 


Making' 2f. 5d. per lb. the Company ought to sell their tea at, whilst they 
rarely sell their lowest descriptions at less than 3s. 9d, per lb. 

4032. Have you also prepared a calculation of the price at 
which the same tea could be imported by a private merchant? 
have. 

[^The mtness delivered in the same, which was read, as follows .•] 
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1 Aprit 1830. EflTiMATKD Cost of a P^int of good )31aek Tea imported firotn Canton 

■' in a Private Ship to the Cape of Good Il^e. 

^ Bhfiiifrffli/r 

jT ’ Taking the average cost of good black tea at Canton at ^ tales per 

pecul of I33J lbs., and valuing the tale at 4d. BHtibH sterling, s. d. 

will cost, making allowances for breakage, 8zc. &c. about 1 0 

Charges at Canton : 

Shipping and dues, about 15 per cent .* 0 ]{ 


1 If 

Charges at the Cape of Good Hope * « d 

• Freight and prim^, 8s per 1,120 lbs. is 0 1| 

Insurance and policy, 5 per cent, on l.^d 0 0^ 

Landing charges, storage, jp^st^ge, and other incidental 

A ^ expenses and wartboii|p^nt 0 2} 

« * Custom^ 'duty, valuiiu*<fie tea at ds. per !b., 1 0 per cent. • 0 3^ 

' t- « n 


Cost of a pound of black tea at the Cape i 


If wc add to this sum of 1«. 1 Opl. cost of a pound of tea, with all charges, n 
profit of 2ri per cent., it is piesiimcil, if piiv.»te tiadci > will be found eager to 
enter into the trade, then its cost will be 2&. per. lb. 


4033. You have in the first statement made an allowance of 
10 per cent, of duties to be paid to the emperor of China on ex- 
portation ; are you not aware that the emperor s duty on tea 
is charged in the cost of the tea I was not quite certain of 
that, and therefore 1 chafed it both in the one and the other. 
1 added it rather than bave left it out, because it makes the 
calculation so much more in favour of the Company. 

4034. Have you estimated the exchange of the tale at the 
same value in both accounts?— Yes. 

4035. Are the Committee to understand, that if no export 
duty is charged above the price usually quoted in Canton, both 
those statements will be higher by 'the 10 per cent, which you 
have allowed? — Yes. 

4036. You have estimated the emperor's duties and the 
shipping charges at Canton at 15 per cent. ; do you know 
whether the Chinese merchanta who sell tlie tea ship the tea 
without any charge or not ? — No,' I do not. 

4037. You have estimated tlie *ia1e at 6s. 4d. ; supposing, 
according to the present rate of exchange, the t^e were 5s. 
what difference would that majee in your estimate of the cost of 
the tea ? — That would be a matter of calculation. 

4038. Do you know what the actual rate of exchange by 
merchants, between China and the Cape, is? — There is no 
such tiling as exchange between China and the Cape. 

4039. What reason have you for believing that the freight 
costs the Company £22 per ton from China to the Cape of 
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Good HofM ?^Fh>t^the rate at kliicb '^e ships ard ciiartered, 
*I apprehend it catmot cost them a great deal less than that. 

4040. In estimate you ma^e the freight of the tea from 
China to the' Cape of Good Hope cost as mucH as, the amount 
starting from London to India, and then to Canton, and then 
back to London^?'— Yes ; because the Company’s ships never 
take in any thin^g at the Cape to fill up their vacant space, and 
therefore we allow them the same rate in that way as if they 
brought the tea air the way to London. ^ 
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A* Borradtiik^ 
Eaq- 


4041. If the trade were thrown open, what return-cargo 
would go from the Cape to Canti^ff ?- rTherp would be no rer \ 
turn-cargo; it must be silycr that musl There muld 

no return-cargo unless the vessel filled ilp ift the Straits ’in« 
going there, and which she very likely migh\ (Jo. ' ‘ , 

4042. Upon what data have you taken the freight at £8.' 8«. 
per ton by the private trade ? — Upon the being able to eharter 
a ship for that sum of money. 

4043. Can you take up shipping at that rate now No 
doubt we could. 


4044i. Can you usually do it at about that rate ? — Yes. 

4045. Have you been engaged in shipping yourself? — No. 

4046. Have you hired ships?— I have hired ships occasion- 
ally. 

4047. And you state that estimate df £8. 8f. from what you 
know the present prices are ? — Yes. 

4048. Do jou charge the whole of the freight in your cal- 

culation of the private trade ? — No ; something might be got in 
freight from the Straits to China, which would enable the ship- 
oiVner to bring the tea from China at that price : perhaps £2 
or £3 a ton might be got in that way. • 

4049. Have you made thb calculation upon the full amount 
of freight ? — Yes. 

4050. Then the comparison between the Company’s freight 
and the freight upon the private trade is founded upon the same 
data ?— It is. 

4051. What is the rate of exchange at the Cape of Good 
Hope upon England?-— The;rix**dollar. is Is. 6d. sterling; they 
are at a premium of per cent, upon Treasury bills. 

4052. Haveyou any means of ^uying^4Spanish dollars at the 
Cape of GdoJ Hope ?— Not at present, to any extent. 

4053. How then could you sendthem to Canton ?— We could 
have dollars sent out from England to the Cape at no very great 
charge. Except a few seal-skins, that would be the only thing 
that could go from the Cape to Canton as a return-cargo ; it 
must be a money trade ; we must place funds at Canton for the 
purchase of the teas. 
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A,Borradatle^ 

Esq, 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA ABKAIRS: 

4054. And the meens you would adopt of obtaining funds 
would be by obtaining them from England? — Yes. 

4055. And that forms the basis of your calculation ?— Yes. 

4056. If the trade were thrown open between Canton and the 
Cape, might not ships supply the Cape with a^ll the articles they 
require, and fill up with wine or corn, or other Cape produce, 
and bring their full tonnage on to England ? - No doubt they 
might. 

4057. Would not that reduce the amount of tonnage which 

you have ^given in the estimate considerably ? — 1 do not know 
that it would. ^ ^ ‘ 

4058. What is th^ Ifome freight between the Cape and Eng- 
*land at the present Itime ? — About £3 a ton. 

4059. Would not you then save £S out of the jC 8 which you 
have stated as the freight for the whole voyage ? — If you are to 
take a ship starting from London, and touching at the Cape, 
and going to Canton ; but we should consider the voyage as 
ended when she got to the Cape. 

4060. Might not a ship be contracted for from England to 
Canton, with liberty to touch at the Cape either going out or 
coming home, and would not that diminish the charge of freight 
on the tea very considerably?— Perhaps it might ; it would be 
according to the rate of freight they got at the Cape. 

4061. Are you aware of any tea having been bought in Lon- 
don and sent out to the Cape ?— Yes, I bought some myself, 
and the Company’s (^cers and the comptroller of the Customs 
laid their heads together and seized it, though they had the 
opinion of the Board of Trade and of the Commissioners of 
Excise and Customs, and the Governor of the Cape, that the tea 
was perfectly legal, and the tea was restored ; and the most the 
Company’s agent could do was to protest against it as an illegal 
importation. 

4062. Has that been repeated ?— Not by us, because it only 
realized about 2^ per cent, which was'^bot sufficient to induce 
us to repeat it. It was tea which had Ibeeii bought at the Com- > 
pany’s sale in London. 

4063. How much less could ^u hpve sold that tea at die 
Cape than the tea actually sold by the Company P— I cmupt 
tell that. It might fetch about the Company’s prices, 

that it only left us a trifling profit, because we nought at ^ 
a pound in London what we could have bou^t at Is. in 
China : but we did it to see whether the Company would 
so strict in their monopoly as even to prevent that mode of 
supply. 

4064. Do you consider the present monopoly of the Company 
as injurious to the general trade of the Cape ?— Exceedingly 
injurious. 
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4065.. f>b you find any great difficulty in remitting from the 1 April 1830. 
Cape the producll^f English manufactures ? No, we find no “ — . 

difficulty; bills are at a premium of'lj per cent ; for £101. 10^. Bwrarfoife, 
you can get ^ bill on England for £100 sterling. 

4066. In what way do you consider the monopoly to be most 

injurious to the trade of the Cape? — Because the excess of price 
which the people are charged for the tea might be spent by 
them in other matters, by which the trade of me colony would 
be promoted. If they could get the same quantity of tea ^or 
£10,000 for which they now pay £20,000, they might spend the 
other ten in promoting the trad^ shipping, and evety thing else 
belonging to the colony. * 

4067. Are the Committee ‘ to understand lhat the sale-priqe 
of the tea at the Cape is in general higher* than in England ? — 

No doubt it must be so ; it is about Ss. 9d. a pound. 

4068. You have stated that only two ships from Chintz stop at 
the Cape ; this petition complains that the vessels trading to 
India arc prevented from stopping at the Cape out and homc\is 
that the fact ? — That is the fact : there are two ships licensed by 
the Company to leave their teas there, and then go on. 

4069. If the trade were open, you consider the Cape would 
derive benefit from private ships calling at the Cape ?— Yes, I do. 

As an instance of that I may mention, that during the spring of 
last year there were many ships chartered for Bimbay and the 
Mauritius more than could find loading, and nearly all of those 
touched at the Cape as their dernier resort, by which means the 
merchants at the Cape got their wine brought home at 1 5s, a 
pipe instead of 80^. or S5s, ; besides which, they had to supply 
those ships with a large quantity of colonial pro^^uce, which was 
a. beneficial trade to Uie colony. 

4070. It is stated in the petition, that a great increase has 
taken place since the trade with India was opened in 1815 ; arc 
the Committee to understand that the Cape has benefited by 
opening the trade ta India ?-^Exceedingly. 

4071. And, in Bke oAHfiDiier, you expect that if the trade to 
China was open, a fiirther improvement in the state of the 
colony would take place?*— Decidedly. 

4072. Is thebalanoeoftoide, generally speaking, in favour of 

Cdod Jiope, or in favour of Great Britain ? — It is in 
B^n. 

* w7S. Is the^^fireight from Great Brft£n to the Cape higher 
t))an freight back ? — Thefi^I^nrom Great Britain to the 
Cape is about 40r. a ton, and baw it is about £3. 
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EVIDENCE olf EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS ; 

1 April 1630. Mr. ALEXANDER M’DONALD and Mr. DANIEL DIXON 

called in and examined. 

Mr. A. M^Do^ 

nald. 4074. (To Mr, McDonald.) You have been resident at the 

Cape ? — I have for about thirty-two years ; I left in 18^7. 

Mr. D. Dixon. 4075. (To Mr, Dixon,) How long haveypu resided there? — 
For thirteen years ; from 1813 to 1826. 

4076. Will you have the goodness to loo^ ,at the calculations 
which have^been delivered in ^.Mr. Borradaile ; were you con- 
cerned in making theoi P-^-I was. 

4077. Do you b/slipv^ them to be correct ?— 1 do, according to 
information 1 obtain^ at the Cape. 

' 4078. AccoMing to t|jat calculation, the price of ordinary 

black tea, such as is consumed at the Cape, is 3^. a pound ? 
— The price the Company sells at is from 3^. ^d, to 3^. dd. ; 
^s,Sd. is about the average ; they have a higher class again than 
that, which they sell at 4^. 

4079. Will you explain the mode in which the Company’s 
teas are sold at the Cape?^ — The Company have a resident 
agent at the Cape, who sells the teas. Formerly there was a 
public sale on the Thursday in every week, at which the govcrn- 
ment'auctioneer attended ; there were no catalogues printed, but 
the teas were put up by the vendue-master by the single cliest, 
at a certain price, and any person who wislied to purchase took 
as many as he wished at that price. The duty of the auctioneer 
was merely to offer each separate description of tea at the price 
that was fixed,, and to knock down the quantity called for by 
each individual, and there the sale closed. 

4080. What is the present mode in which the teas are sold by 
the Company at the Cape ? — The government have now abo- 
lished the office of vendue- master, and the Company do not now 
sell by an auctioneer ; and instead of selling as they used to do 
at two months' credit, they now sell for cash, deducting five 
per cent, for ready money. Thursday is still kept up as the day 
of sale, the price of each description of tea is fixed, and any per« 
son may go upon that day and take as many chests as he pleases 
at those prices. ^ 

4081. Is the tea sold at a cheaper rate now* than it was for- 
merly ? — No ; it is sold at the same price ; there is no variation 
in the prices ; the Company fix their own prices for the teas, and 
they get their own prices, whatever they may be. 

4082. Can you state the description of teas that arc generally 
imported by the Company into the Cape of Good Hope, and the 
prices at which they are sold ? — They consist of four black teas, 
congou, souchong, souchi, and pekoe ; and of two green teas, 
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hyson and gunpoivdor. The Congo is generally sold at about 1 April IB30. 

70 rix-dollars w^^25 catty boxes, that is about 3^. 6d. a pound ; 

souchong at about 80 rix-dollars fof 25 catty boxes, which is 

about 4^. a pound; soiichi at about 120 rix-dollars for 4i0 catty 

boxes, which is about 3;. 7d^ a pound ; and pekoe at about 40 

rix-dollars 'for 10 catty boxes, or 4fS^9d. a pound. Hyson is 

sold for about' 100 rix-dollars for 25 catty boxes, or about 5; . a 

pound ; and gunpowder for about 50 rix-dollars for 10 catty 

boxes, or 6^. a pound. 

403!1. What is the general quality of the tea imported 
Company into the Cape? — |t^is generally inferior, and it is 
much complained of. • • ' ' ‘ ’ 

4084. Can you furnish the Committee with a statement of 
the quantity of tea that has been imported* iilto the Cape by the 
Company for a number of years? — I have a statement .of the 
quantity and declared value for the last thirteen years. ^ 

[ The Witness delivered in the same, which was read^ as 
follows:'] V 


(D.)— Statement showing the Quantity and declared Value of Tea on 
which the Duties of Customs have been paid at the Cape of Good Hope, 
from tlie Year I BIG to both inclusive: Population for the same 
period. 


YEARS. 

Population. 

'welfihtinibs. 

1 tollSlbe. 1 
English. 1 

Declared 
Value for 
Duties in 

1 Rix-Dollarg. 

In British Sterling. 



lbs. 

Rdrs . . 

£. 

s. 

d. 

.1816 

88,48(i 

•125,585 

247, 17r 

26,776 

17 

0 

1817 

9 7, .535 

•116,222 

232,445 

21,307 

10 

0 

1818 

98,899 

*118,506 

237,0 1» 

21,726 

4 

0 

1819 

101,657 

*106,608 

212,306 

20,347 

0 

0 

1820 

105,336 

*158,789 

307,577 

28,194 

11 

0 

1021 

110,147 

93,795 

187,667 

14,075 

B 

0 

1822 

111,451 

•7.3,965 

147,930 

10,478 

0 

0 

1823 

116,205 

•77,660 

154,301 

11,572 

11 

0 

1824 

118,300 

*112,750 

225,500 

11,972 

11 

0 

1825 

121,497 

113,215 

223,360 

16,752 

0 

0 

1826 

124,320 

106,512 

213,066 

15,980 

0 

0 

1827 

128,403* 

91,311 

182,680 

1.3,701 

0 

0 

1828 

132,610 

77,916 

141,936 

10,646 

0 

0 


* In these years the weights were not returned by tlie custom-house, 
only the* value in rix-dollars : but 2 rdrs. per lb. is understood to be the 
value at which duties are levied. Tlie pounds here stated, it is presumed, 
will be found nearly correct. 


4085. In the paper which has been delivered in by Mr. 
Borradailc, you take for granted that you can buy tlie quality 
of tea supplied at the Cape at 20 tales the pecul, do you suppose 
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1 April 1830. that the Company *Gtt^the tea vhi^ ii supplied M the Cape at 
— . that rate? - We have taken 20 talcs, frdm ificre information, aa 

Mr, D. Dixon, which good black tea of that quality might be pur- 

chased. 

4086. In what way do you consider the Company’s monopoly 
in the China market has injured the Cape of Go^ . Hope ? — 
We consider it has injured the Cape of Good Hope, insomuch as 
they have fixed tlie price higher than the inhabitants have been 
able to pay for it, and in consequence the consumption has con* 
siderably fallen off. 

. 4087. Is it your opinion, that if the tea could be sold cheaper, 

from the state of Society there a much larger consumption would 
take place ?-^No doulH of it ; four times the present amount. 

4088. Do you to say that four times the present amount 
could be consumed there if private traders were allowed to enter 

Mr,^, M*Do- tr^dc? — (Mr. McDonald.) — I think the consumption 

nald, would be considerably increased, but I cannot say to what pre- 
cis^imount. 

^89. During the time you have been there have the Company’s 
prices for tea of the same quality been fixed, or have they varied 
every year ? — I never took any notice of the variation of the 
prices, but I know that the Company always fix their own prices, 
and they sell them at tho^prices : formerly they used to fix the 
price in proportion to th^roscdiangc, and when the exchange was 
high, naturally of coqi^^ theXompany altered their prices. 

Mr. V. Dixon. (Mr. Dixpn. they fixed their prices in rix-dollars, and 
as the dollar fluemted^ it made a difference some years in the 
sterling prices of the teas ; but they made it up in the following 
year, for there wa^ a vaimtion in the rate of exchange until the 
year 1826, when the dollar was fixed. 

Mr. ji. M^Do- 4090. Would the supply of any other articles, the produce of 
mUtl. Canton, be increased if the trade were opened ? — { Mr. McDonald.) 

— There is no question about it. Silks of all descriptions, and 
nankeens, and crockery-ware^ tmd all the different things. 

4091. Then you mean to say, that by the present restrictions 
upon trade the supply of all these artich^ for the Cape has been 
very much narrowed ?— There is no doubt of it, 

4092. And that, you think, has been^ttended with commerdal 
injury to the society at the Cape ? — I pOnsider it has been a very 
great injury to the settlement. 

4093. In what way do you consider the colony will be bene- 
fited by the opening of the trade to China ?— -It will be benefited 
by it in this respect : there would be an increase of shipping calling 
at the Cape, and there would be an interchange of commodities. 

4094. What commodities have you to interchange ? — We have 
got wines, and different things, that might be sent to the east- 
ward, and I have myself often sent them to the eastward. Wines 
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might be sent«'(p Sinca'pore, dnd differeot^a^U^ed^ colonial pro- 
duce. , ‘ . - 


4095. Will you enumerate a few of the articles ? — Butter and 
ivory ; hides and skins of all descriptions ; , homs» aloes, and 
ostrich fcatheis; corn also might be sent, buti do not think 
corn would answer, because it is grown cheaper in India. Salt 
fish might be 8ent.i -It yould create a spirit of entcrprize in the 
colonists. 
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, ( Mr^ Dixon . are two articles which would be in Mr. D, Dixon. 
immediate demand in Chiniu— the elephants* teeth and peal- 
skins. , 

4096. Would any train oil 6e sent ? — Pahbuld think not. 

4097. You have statedrtKat when the ^exchange on England 
varied, the prices of tea also varied. Sinee*the currency at the 
Cape was fixed, has the price of the different kinds of tea sold 
by the Company been also fixed?— Their prices have remained 
nearly stationary. 


4098. Is there any other way in which ships coming frork the 
eastward, from China, would promote the interest of the colony ? 
— By discharging Uiek* cargoes from the eastward, and taking in 
other cargoes in return. 


4099. What (ithcr cargoes ? — Cargoes of wines, and other 
commodities, for Europe. 

4100. Were you at the Cape befb^ the trade to India was 

opened in 1814 ? — f Mr. McDonald . I was there since Mr.A M*Do^ 

] 798. ^ nuUL 

4101. What increase of facility did you fihd by the opening 
of the private trade to India ? — Very great^facility indeed. For- 
.merly we could not bring any thing from the eastward ; they 

were under most severe restrictions, even in the time of war. 

When the King's ships had taken prizes tb the eastward tiiat 
had on board £ast-India produce, that East-lndia produce was 
under the necessity of being sold for exportation ; it was not 
allowed to be used in the colony ; then the sales took place, and 
the property was put under austom-house locks and keys, and a 
bond was given for the due exportation of those goods ; and since 
the trade was thrown open, the Company's trade with India has 
declined very considerab^, in consequence of the enterprise of 
private individuals entering into that trade, and importing the 
same qualities and the same description of goods from India that 
the Company used to do, and they have undersold the Company ; 
and the consequence is, that the Company have not sold many 
goods for 8 length of time. When 1 left the Cape there was a 
large quantity of goods belonging to the Company that have 
remained there from the time that Mr. Pringle died ; and they 
are now selling in their public sales for what they can get for 
them, and they will not probably get one-half the prime cost for 
them. 
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1 April 1830. 4<lt)3. Wliat airtipleo are tli,ey ?— Piece-goods, ^ngal goods. 

Mr, A,M* Do~ 4103. Can the Americans deliver any ^rtiM^s at the Cape — 

naid. No; formerly, when^ there Was a restriction upon the trade, the 
Americans used to come and buy all our prize- goods from us, 
ivhich were bonded for exportation. 

4104. Are you at the present moment prohibited from receiv- 
ing silks, or any produce of China, except by those two Com- 
pany's ships that touch there? — 1 believe so, direct from China; ' 
• that was so when I came away. 

Mr,D.THxon, 4106. — (Mr^ Dixon. J — Are you able to state what is the 

' opinion of the merchants genex<dly as to the advantages that 
would result from the bpening the trade to China ? — 1 can state 
that they are' uniforinly impressed with the idea that it would 
coiisiderably benefit the colony, as is evident by the resolutions 
passed at a general meeting of the inhabitants held at Cape 
Town on the 22d July 1829, under the sanction of the Governor 
of the co^iony, that the teas would be got at considerably less 
pric^' than the Company sell them at the present moment, and 
thair the consumption would be greatly increased, which would 
much benefit the colony. From the statement I have delivered, 
it appears that while the population at the Cape has been increas- 
ing, the consumption of tea has been gradually decreasing. In 
1816, the amount of tea sH^ was 126,000 lbs., when the popu- 
lation was 88,000; and the amount in 1828 was 77,000 lbs., 
when the population was 132,000. 

4106. From what authority did you take the statement you 
liave delivered in'?>»-The value and price of tea is taken from the 
custom-house declarat’ons, and the information of the Report of 
the Commissioners of Inquiry, and the population from the same 
sources ; with the exception of the two last years, which are 
taken from the custom-house returns only. 

4107. To what causes do you attribute that great diminution ? 
— The great falling oiF in the relative value of interest and of 
labour may be one cause, and the high price of tea is another. 

4108. Then you mean to say^ tl\e price of tea remaining sta- 
tionary, while the price of labour and the profits of capital are 
reduced, the means of consumption have been lessened ? — Yes. 

4109. Do you know whether the Company’s monopoly ex- 
tends to the Mauritius ? — I believe not, 

4110. In the tables which you have made of the sales of tea 
by the Company at the Cape, and of the rate at which a private 
merchant could import it, have you had reference to the currency 
at the Cape, or to sterling money ? — To sterling money. 

4111. Do you grow coffee at the Cape? — No. 

4112. Do you import coffee? — Yes. 

4113. Are you able to state wdiether the importation of coffee 
has increased during the period that the importation of tea has 
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decreased ? — has been progressive!}' iiibreasing in quantum 1 April 1830. 
and decreasing in value. 1 have taken one. or tv^o years' state- 
ment of it, and I find if is .from 180,000 to 220,000 lbs. weight. 

1 talke the thr^e years of 1825, 1826, and 1827. 

4114. If more nankeens and silks from China were consumed 
at the Cape, would not, the consumption of British manufactures 
be diminished ?-«—l do. not think it would..' The fact is, that the 
exportations fropi Great Britain of British manufactures affect 
more the Company’s trade in piece-goods from Bengal: but « 
there would be still the same consumption, from this country, * 

.even if the nankeens from China were imported into.tlie Cape. 

So far as regards silks I canfibt say ; buf idecidedly 1 am of 
opinion, that the quantity Tif nankeens imp 9 rt^d from China for 
the consumption of the colony would not interfere with any 
manufactures imported from this country ; but I am of opinion 
also, that by having those articles freely*coming into the colony, 
an opportunity might be given for exportation . of these articles 
by transit trade. 1 

4115. Supposing that the population and the wealth of ^ 

Cape are both increasing, might not there be room for an in- 
creased importation of nankeens and of other articles from China, 
and also room for an increased exportation of British manufac- 
tures ? — There is no question of it. 

4116. Is it impracticable, under present circumstances, for 
parties at the Cape of Good Hope to obtain a supply of tea from 
the Americans ? — The Americans have not accepted the Recipro- 
city Act, and they are not allowed to trade with^ at all. 

4117. Have you ever received any tea atyhe Cape by ships 
coming from Sincapore or from Bengal ? — There is not a pound 
of .tea allowed to be landed from any place (except, latterly, from 
London) except what is brought by the Company’s ships. 

4118. Are any other articles of China produce permitted 
indirectly to be imported into the Cape ? — There are other 
articles. 

4119. Is the Committee to understand that the Cape of Good 
Hope is supplied exclusively with the produce of China by the 
East-India Company ? — No ; only the article of tea. 

4120. Are they then supplied with other China goods through 
private merchants ? — Through the Company's officers direct from 
Canton, from private sources, from Bengal, or from any where 
else. 

4121. You were understood to state, that from the year 1816 
down to the present time there has been a progressive diminu- 
tion in the consumption of tea in the colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope ? — The statement exhibits a little fluctuation, hut a very 
considerable decrease in thirteen years ; it is not a regular pro- 
gressive decrease. 
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1 April 1B30. 4122. Hoir are the tiuties Jt^ed^on 'Blades ofjmport by the 

r“. Company and by merchaoU |tocVl% ?— Py" ttietchants they 
Mr. D.Vtxtm. fir^t plac^paid Adwmrem. When a private merchant 

enters his goods for importation, he goea down with his invoices 
to the custom-house, and he gets a permit Uport*paying the duty 
upon bis invoice ad.valorem. When thei Company import their 
tea, they get an Indiscriminate order from the custom-house to 
land any quantity of tea they think proper, andithen those teas 
are deposited in the Company’s warehouses, and they pay the 
duties to the povemment upon the amount of the sales, and 
tliferefor^ it is impossible for an individual to know what*quantity 
of teas the Company may have'^h store ; they may have more or 
less than the consumption of the polopy, and they generally have 
a greater quantity than is necessary for the consumption ; but 
all that is knowr fo the public is through the medium of the 
custom-house, on whicl\ they pay their duties on their sales. 

412S. Are you aware whether the Company’s agent at the 
Ca^e has ever granted a licence fora ship to go from the Cape 
t^r Canton for tea? — Never; I think he never had it in his 
power. 

4124. Do you conceive that the circurnstance of only two of 
the Company’s ships pouching at the Cape has a tendency to 
raise to an undue ahiountrthe price of the various articles they 
bring from China?— No doubt of it. 

4125. To what extent do you conceive it does that? — It is 
impossible to say ; I think the article of tea could be sold at the 
Cape from 30 Ip 40 per cent, less than it is ; and nankeens and 
silks can be sold ‘touch cheaper than they would be sold at the 
Company’s wareli^uses, [)crhap8 at 25 per cent, less, 

4126. Do the Dutch inhabitants at the Cape consume as 
much tea as the English inhabitants ? — ^1 believe they do. 

4127. Is the use of tea pretty general there ? — Very much so. 

4128. Have you ever made an estimate of how much is con- 
sumed per head? — (Afr. Dixon,) According to the official 
returns it was formerly a powd and a half per head ; but that 
has decreased to very little above half a pound a head. 

4129. Is not the quantity of tea imported by the Company 
into the Cape more than simcient for the demand?— I believe 
it is considerably more. 

4130. Is not the price more than the inhabitants can 
afford to pay ? — No doubt it ioi 

4131. Are ships in the private trade to India in the habit of 
touching at the Cape?— Ships from Bengal and Bombay are 
frequentiy in the habit of touching at the Cape ; the Company’s 
ships may sometimes touch, but very seldom. 

4132. Are you aware whether there is any order issued by 
the Company respecting theii ships touching at the Cape ? — 1 
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am not aware of it fron> -my o\^ in6wlc:dge, ifut from poinmon 1 April 1830. 
report 1 understand it ^ / 

. • V', * M. Dixon. 

THOMAS pEOBiGE LLOYD, tlsq. AcObuntant General of 
tlic £ast;4pdia Ooinpany, called in, and examined. 

4133. In the rernfittances made to tlie Company’s Factory at r. G. JXoyd^ 
Canton, there is ‘:the 'article of commanders’ cotton-bonds Esq. 
£98,000 ; what'iathe nature of that transaction ?— The nature of 

that transaction is,- that the Court of Directors, have given a 
privilege to their commanders to load cotton for China, w ith 
.which they are supplied by the Presidencies of India; they 
give bonds for this at the Presidencies whtmeo they lade, to pay 
for the same into the Canton J;reasury such an amoupt.m taks. 

4134. At what rate of exchange is that payment taken ?—. • 

The rate of exchange at which it is taken there is according to 
the intrinsic value of the coins with w4iich the Presidencies of 
of India have supplied the commanders. * 

4135. At how much per tale is that? — At the value «jf a 
rupee at the Mint-price of silver, which is a little better tn^ 

2s.f and their cottpn-bonds arc calculated at 210 sicca rupees 
for 100 dollars. 

4136. Can you state how much per.^taje it makes on that 
transaction ? — About 6.v. Ir/. a tale. ** 

4137. So that the commanders get the benefit of the differ- 
rence between the rate you have stated of 6^. Id. and 5s. 7d., 
which you stated the real exchange from China to be ? — The 
real exchange that I stated was 5s* 7d. for Jiflls drawn upon 
England ; a commander places the tale in Cljlha at 6^. \d. 

4138. Is not the difference so much profit to tl^e commander ? 

—I conceive not, because he pays more for his talc than he 
would obtain it for in exchange; he pays , whereas he 
could have obtained a tale by bill on England at 5s. Id. 

4139. If he pays this money into the Company’s treasury at 
Canton, the lower the rate of exchange is the higher amount 
of sterling money he gets -for the * money he pays in r — The 
operation is this, that he by his engagement pays so many tales 
into the China treasury, which in sterling money amount to 
6$. \dm a tale ; if he obtained a tale by a bill upon England, he 
would place it in China at 5$^d.^ whereas now he places at 65. Id* 

4140. For every tale that the Company’s commander pays in 
he gets a sum in sterling money ;• if he gets Gs. id. for the tale 
instead of 5s. Id. for the tale, is not it so much for his 
benefit?— I apprehend the operation is mistaken. The China 
commander has been advanced so many sicca rupees in India, 
for which he undertakes to pay into the China treasury so many 
tales at a stipulated rate of exchange ; therefore he pays a tale, 
which in sterling is 6s. Id., that is, he places Cv^. Id. in the 
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T. a. Lhyd, 
Esq, 


Catfton treasury^'^r gets cradftffoi:. the tale iCt that^ rate ; but 
if he drew a bill upon ’Exugba^rhe^onH^ b^e'^e^tale in his 
po8S^8roh'at^5^. 7d, ^ 

•,4l41. Is not it^ clear that this money paid into the €oni- 
pany^s treasury, costing the Company 6^. per' tale, is ^o 
much dearer to them than if diejr got it al{.,the actually^ ex- 
isting exchange of 5s. 14%^ and is it notV'tKerSf^^^ so much 
loss to the Company?— Tlie Company could ;have obtained 
by means of a bill on England a tale at Ss.'ld,^ and they 
place it at 6^. lc/« 

^ 4142. Therefore that is so much to the prejiidfce of the 
Company, and to tl^ profit of t!i& commander ? — it is so. 

4143. tn k note, to, your return, *it is stated that the cost of 
the supplies, furnished to China through India is here Calculated 
at the intrinsic value of the India coins at the mint-price of- 
standard value, instead of the rate affixed to those coins by the ’ 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India;" in what 
m^jner have the Board of Commissioners fixed those rates ? — 
They have fixed those rates in the arrangement for the separa- 
tion of the accounts between territory and commerce, which 
by a clause in the Act of 1813 they were* empowered to do ; 
the Act directed that the accounts should be prepared upon 
that principle. 

4144. Upon that principle the tale is taken at 5s. lOd. and 
417 decimals?— That wcuildbe the value of a tale, if we calcu- 
late the supplies from England at the Board's rates. 

4145. If that^is the rate pointed out by Act of Parliament, 
why is it deviated' ^om ? — The rate is not pointed out by Act 
of Parliament, but the Board of Commissioners have fixed that 
rate. 


4146. Then when you say that by this operation the teas are 
put up at a price below their actual cost and charges, do you 
mean to say that the real cost and charge of the tale to the 
Company in China is 6s. lOd. and 417ths?— I mean so to 
say, if we calculate the supplies from India at the Board's 
rates. 

4147. In taking your invoice of cotton shipped from Bengal of 
value according to what you c£dl the mint-price of silver, at 
5s. 2d., where do you find an[y such mint-price ? — It was the 
former mint-price. I am well aware that 66 is uow used where 
62 formerly was ; but 1 believe that the same standard exists as 
did formerly in respect of fine silver. 

4148. You continue the old standard, which is no longer 
existing? — Yes. 

4149. Will you have the goodness to explain how it is that 
the Company are entitled to rate the tale at 6s. 4^^. which they 
now do? — The valuation of the tea is made according to the 
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actual' cost to the Company jit ^'pouncls stSting; they have 1 April 1830. 

placed sa matiy .pepn^s st^ii^ fbr.*%e provision of their Invent- 

meut in that year, **Whith 1ias pr^uced ao, mkny tales ; G^Lluyd, 

the cost of one tale by that operatfoh is 6i. which I have 
stated befo»et\. ’ . > . * • 

"4150/. fc* there .an investment purchased by the Company in 
India to b©.sent th the Chind market jfith which to pay . for the 
teas f — There is, consisting of cotton. 

4151: Do the Company themselves purchase the cotton, or 
do the Company’s officers purchase the cotton ? — The Company, / 
themselves" purchase the cotton for their own inv^sthieift.in'^ 

Bombay and Bengal. ‘ * *1 

4152. Do they receive 'that cotton in kii^ pari *of the pay- 

ment of Ijind revenue? — I am not well acquainted with the 
Indian system, but I apprehend not; I thftik the cottonof- 
Bengal is purchased in the market, of- by provision, through ... 
their commercial residents. * 

4153. Do they purchase that cotton at the market rate|^— 

That which is purchased in the market certainly, but tllSt 
M’hich is obtained by means of advances is not at the market 
rate; it is what the commercial resident can obtain it at; it is 
not bought at the public market. 

4154. Supposing cotton to be purchased in the market, why 
should the sicca rupee be reckoned at 2^., when in fact it is 
only worth 1.9, lOf/. or Is. 11//.? — The sicca rupee is stated in 
this account lower than what the Company in their commercial 
character are charged for it, without Teferonice to the current 
exchange certainly ; but the mode in which it operates as a 
reduction of the upset price is, that we have^aken it at 25. when 
ill fact it cost us 2s. 3d. *84. 

4155. Do you mean that it is a reduction of the upset price, 
supposing you take the valuation put upon a rupee by the Com- 
missioners of the Board of Control ? — It is a reduction of the 
upset price if we take a rupee at the mint-price of silver, that 
being 2s. and a fraction, and the Board’s rate 25. 3d. -84. 

4156. Is the mint-price of silver the real value of the rupee 
at the present moment ?-^Not in exchange, certainly. 

4157. Then supposing cotton is purchased in the markets of 
India for an investment to China, and purchased with rupees, 
would it not be purchased at the rate at wliich the rupee is 
current in Iddia at the time ? — Ifthe East-India Company were 
not obliged in their commercial capacit}' to account to the ter- 
ritorial branch of their affairs at the high rate as regards the 
value of the rupee, certainl y I agree that it w'ould be so. 

4158. Arc not the funds corning into the Company’s trea- 
sury at China parted with for a sale of cotton : and must not 
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1 April 1830. the upset price of' the teas depend, part upon the price /at 

which that cotton sells in -ChinaP-^C^ar])^'- ' * 

^ 4159. So that if the Company were to inake a forViinjite ad- 

venture in their cotton trade, it would lessen the up^etl^rice of 
the teas ; and, on the other hand^ if it were to inal^^ ^ unfO|[^ 
tunate adventure in cotton, it xvould increase* the u|i'set [Irice 
of the teas ? — It has precisely that operation. 

4160. How do you consider that the Act of Parliament jus- 
^ tifies the Company in confounding together two totally distinct 
*Vper!)(tioiis, and putting upon the upset price of tea the result, 
either fortunate or. otherwise, of their *ad ventures in cotton? — 
Bec&usc 1 conceives that £he Act of Parliament directed the 
Company to put np^he tea at its cost ; and if by a fortunate 
operation in commerce they place more tales in China at one 
time than at another, I think that the cost of the tea would be 
so much reduced ; if, dn the other hand, there is an unibrtu- 
nale out-turn, the upset price of the tea w'ould be so much 
inci^iiased. 

^161. In every mercantile transaction with a foreign coun- 
try, is not the sale price the produce of the goods sold valued 
in the money of that country ? — It is so, certainly. 

4102. Is not the prime cost of any article purchased in a 
foreign country the amount paid for it valued in the money of 
that country ? — It is ; but 1 think it all has reference to the 
pound sterling, ultimately. 

4163. Is there any other way in ordinary mercantile trans- 
actions of ascertaining the value of such foreign money in British 
money, either of sa^6 or prime cost, except the current rate of 
exchange between foreign country and this country? — That 
is the ordinary process, but I think that the value or the cost of 
placing any funds in a foreign country must be regulated by the 
pound sterling it ultimately costs me. 

4164. You are, of course, acquainted with the Commutation 
Act of the 24th George III.; by the 5th section of that Act, 
the East-India Company are required from time to time to send 
orders for the purchase of such quantities of tea as may be re- 
quisite for the supply of this country, and that the tea so pur- 
chased shall be put up to sale at t^e prime cost thereof, with 
the other charges thereupon. Now have you any reason to 
believe that it is the intention of that Act that the prime cost of 
purchase, as therein directed, should be calculated upon a di£Rs- 
rent principle from that which prevails in all other mercantile 
transactions ?— I apprehend that the effect to the Company is 
precisely what I have before stated ; that they have disbursed a 
certain amount in sterling money, for which they have placed a 
number of tales in China ; I conceive that that is the sound 
principle for establishing the cost of a single tale, and thereby 
they have complied with the Act of Parliament. 
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4165. What reason have.yoii to^bdieve that ‘‘ prime cost*’ in l April i830. 

the 4^et of ParliatOent ia to^be construed differently from the 

xonstrj^ion put upon those words in all mercantile dealings? — ^ G.IJoj/d, 

I conceive _that nothing can shake what T have stated, that for 

man^ ,^unds sterling so .many tales have . been placed in 
‘ China, consequently the price ,of one tale is so much in sterling 
money. • - 

4166. Suppose the Company draws upon England £100,000 
in bills from China, and the cost of the tale in those bills is 
5s, 5^£i. at the present rate of exchange, is the Company 
.under the Act of Parliament in charing the tea purchasca with 
that £100,000 sterling at a rate of 'exchange which gives jit dif- 
ferent value to the tale from.that at which the bills Fcre drawn ? 

— They are perfectly justified, inasmuch ^slhemode by which 
they have supplied their Canton treasury would, in that case, be 
by the operation of a mean that they have not used, or in a very 
limited way. ♦ 

4167. Have they not drawn bills upon the treasury in England 
at a rate of exchange which gives the tale at about 5s. 72 fi— 

They have calculated the tale to have been furnished at that 
rate by bills. 

4168. Is there any legal opinion to justify that construction 
of the Act of Parliament? — am not aware that there is, 
because the necessity for it has never been apparent. 

4169. Suppose an adventure made by the Company in manu- 
factured goods from England or from India, upon which their 
loss should be 500 per cent., sliould you feel that the Act of 
Parliament was not strained by charging the tale at a rate which 
would cover that loss ? — The instance is no\ vgry likely to arise ; 
but certainly the mode wliich 1 have adopted would involve 
such an issue. But I apprehend the Company would never 
export goods upon which there may arise a loss of 500 per cent. 

4170. It appears that in 1814 the Board of Control interfered 
to settle the value of the rup^e for the territorial accounts of the 
Company. This Act of Parliament, fixing that the teas should 
be put up at prime cost, was passed long before any such inter- 
ference on the part of the Board of Control, therefore how can 
the Company rest this construction of the Act of Parliament 
upon the decision of the l^ard of Control in 1814 ? — I do, inas- 
much as 1 CQnceive the mode which they adopt is the actual 
prime cost* to the Company. 

4171. Are you aware that in the evidence of the late Mr. 

Charles Grant, given before the Committee of Foreign Trade in 
1821, he stated that the invariable custom of the Company for 
a century had been to value the tale at 6s. 6d. ? — I am aware 
that he did state so, and they arc so valued in our common 
trani^actions, but certainly not fur the cumputution of the prime 
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1 April 1830. cOTt of tea for the up^t ptioa'J ' <tre sSould'&en have juninto ^ 

„ ~7, . errors which the Comm.4tee'aim8r to thwifol h&vi^ wjudy run 
into.. ^ . *\ ■•■ ■■ • ■’‘•>'■'5?^ > 

Then it wa& not sq^ valued invariably in the upsiX price 
o^a?-^leafIy'not. / V 

4.173.* Xu^^bat other trapsactiohi did. ])^r. Gjiant^a evidence 
refer? — To ppr profi|^j}^i9aj.accounta». , 

' 4174. Must not , the' question of profit andlbss in mercaiUile 

transactions be. determined by the prime ^st and^^the sale 
' prices,?^- It wonld certainly be depenc&nt upon auch vAi^^sue ; 

• r^^t iii the f^mputation that I'havq,8iade 1 have assumed a rate 
for'^rt of our auppU^ less* than we pay for it ; but I should say 
that the computation f)f profit and loss upon an investment from 
China, since the rate«affixed by the Board for the coins of India, 
should be calculated, in as far as regards the return to Indiai at ^,^ 
the Board’s rate of exchange. 

4175. Are you aware that it is the custom of the Company to 
chaise part of the freight upon the woollens that they send from 
EiT^'land upon tlie prime cost of the tea at Canton ? — It enters 
into the invoice amount of the export. 

4176. Does it enter into the real charge? — Clearly it has 
that effect, because itforms^ part of the invoice amount, which on 
the other side prbduces so many tales, and thus enters into the 
computation dl 6^. a tale. 

4177. Does ll%fiaeoce the real amount at which the freight 
is paid for at tiie qxport of the woollens, or is that entered upon 
the price of the tea?— It falls upon the price of the tea in the 
termination of the transaction ; because, if the exports are in- 
creased in value by^the amount of freight, included in the in-, 
voice, and if the rate of the prime cost of the tea is increased 
in the same ratio^ clearly it enters into the upset price of 
the tea. 

417.8. Was the same method of calculating the prime cost of 
the teas in China pursued before the Board fixed the rate of ex- 
change in 1814 ? — The calcufations fh|||||^^t price of tea 
before 1814 were made aceordihg tQ the rate of exchange of 
the day between China and England. 

4179. You have stated that £136,000 were drawn upon the 
Treasury in England at the exclumge.of 5s. 7d.; supposing a 
much larger sum had been required, could those, bills htwe been 
passed at the same rate of exchange? — The rate Thav^e men- 
tioned for the tale, in the drafts from China, was that deduct- 
ing interest included in the rate for the sight of the bill; but I 
apprehend that, according to the usual principle, where there 
is a great demand for bills, the rate of exchange would have 
been enhanced in some degree ; to what degree I am not pre- 
pared to say. 
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1^80. Supposinlf tW .th^ Conftiafiy* did nol resont to the 1 April 1830. 

mode wi^ie^ they haw adopted pf^emitting commodities from 

India to Cbinaj and that they were under the necessity of paying G.Lioyd, 

for fc'c^jm^derable portion of their investvnehts m tea by bi)k, is - 

it your”opiiHon that such investmeritfi could be drawn for upon 
'England^ at 4he epcchange of 6s. 7d, ?^The supplies from India 
amount ‘to abou£ £1,000)008 sfbrlin^ ; an^ I thihk if *that sum 
was acquired by the supercargoes for-tttetrbHls^ upon the Court 
of Bbectors, a cdhsiderable increase in the rate of exchange 
would take place. - , ‘ 

4181. Do" you contcmi^te an increase equal to 'the par which^ 
you have stated, of 65. 4|^2r— 1 recollect an instance m tjfe '' 
year 1787, before any question, as regards/ the depreciation of 
the currency, Has mooted, in which the Company’ drew from 

. Canton £1,300,000 in one year ; the exchbiSge per dollar was 
;.55. 6rf., making the tale 7s. 7J , 

4182. Would you then calculate, that if the same operation was 
to take place now, and the Company were under the necessity of 
drawing bills to the whole extent of their investment in tea, that 
the bills probably would be at the rate which ^ou have stated:^ 

— Probably not ; because the trade between China and India has 
very much increased since that time. There are funds seeking 
remittance to India to a much greater Extent than there were at 
that time. 

4183. Since ulicn have you estimated the tale at*6s. 4fd. ? — It 
varies every year according to the computation. 'Tsi 

4184. Can you state the rate for the last eight or ten years ^ 

— In 1827-8, it was 6s. 7d,; in 1826-7, it was 6s. Sd.; in 
1825-6, it was 6s. 4d. ^ 

.4185: You have stated that, in your opmion, the real ex- 
change of 5s. 7d. would be much higher if the .Company did not 
make those shipments of cotton ; in that case, would not other 
people make shipments of cotton, if cotton answered to send to 
China ? — Certainly. 

4186. Would not those other persons want returns for the 
cotton? — They miglpbwaii^ returns to India, but would pro- 
bably not be in a conditioi^ to advance money for bilU upon 
England. 

4187. Therefore it would, produce a demand for bills upon 
some plat^qr other? — Cleaiiyr' 

4188. Th^r^eing the case, would not the exchange be just 
the same, whether the article of merchandize was shipped by 
the Company or by** any body else, provided it be to the same 
extent ? — ^1 think it would. 

4189. You have stated, that you think the Company justified 
in carrying the result of their adventures in cotton over upon 
their upset price of teas ; supposing the Company, as a trading 
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£sfji. 


IntiAe mSr^ 


by IdS'^ 

company generally, slioiild tnake.liW.rfthef^' ^ . 

chandize to any parKOf^India, the mtvdspf vv%ich slfoldd uUp 
mately centre in China, ^Qi^uld you think *that the mere cidSutn- 
stance of the funds behig ultimately intended fi»r an invu^tment 
in China a justification for^laying the whole restik of those ad- 
^ntares upon the price o^ tea, with reference td me Act of 
Parliament by which, t^ey- are regulated, Jn fisting, the upset 
Wice?— il^ink that th^ would be justified, if the talcs th^y 
place there cost them. originally so many pounds sterling. 

. 41^^ Do you result of all* |heir adventures, 

and of sometimes ‘Combined and varied adventures, whatever 
may be the extent of their Joss or„ profit, should be calculated as 
governing the price bf the tale in China?— 'If imports are made 
tp India origina]ly»s^th a view to send the produce of their im- 
ports to China, ce^wnly 1 think so. 


4191. Could you. give the Committee the result in tales of 
each specific articles of the funds furnished to China in the last 
year? — The bills I have stated at 5^. 76?., that is, taking the in- 
terest out of them for the sight of the bill. The part that was 
sISJ'iplied by sale of exports from England was 6s. O-rV-Jorf. The 
exports from India were 7s. drafts on the Indian 

f overnment were 5s. ; this is taking the supplies from 

ndia at the intrinsic value of the coins. 


4192. Is not, in your opinion, the difference of the exchange 

between all those different items, and the real exchange which 
is shown by the bills, the measure of the profit and loss upon 
those several distinct adventures?— If you could have placed all 
your funds there by bills of exchange at that rate, certainly you 
would have appeared to have lost by all tliat those several modes 
have cost you in^ey^^ess. , 

4193. The exchange of Canton upon England, by the last 
advices, has fallen to Ss, \\d. the dollar, giving 5s, 5-^. for the 
talc ; to what do you attribute the progressive fall of the ex- 
change from Canton to England of late years ? — I conceive it 
can only arise from the want of d<''n)and fur bills upon England 
that persons have furnished their funds for their mercantile 
adventures in another way. 

4194. That is, that a greater quantity of merchandize has 

been sent either from England or frpm India, or from other parte 
to China? — Yes. ^ 

4195. If the trade were open, and the quantity^f^ods sent 
were still greater, do you not api>rehend th^t thC sanae resqlt 
w'ould occur in China that has occurred at Calcutta, "that the 
exchanges would continue to be favourable to this country ? — 
They would fall, but not below tlie value of remitting the 
bullion. 


4196. You attribute the fall to the greater supply of goods 
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ftSlA; to X^^B. ? — Certainly ; there is little dnoand for funds, by 
meaitf of Dills, to cariy; on the trade. 

4 i 97, X^en, of course, nothing Is likely in a state of peace 
to afFecit those Exchanges, unfavourable to England, except a 
diniinished<^suj^)y of goods to the Chinese market ?— No. 
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4198. Do you know whether persoti^ at Calcutta have not . 
Founcl it advantageous dt times to make remitti^ces'tof Ag]au<|^, 
through Canton r — 1 kpow it has been done. ' 

4199. Is the Committee to understand^' from * the printed 

tables of the prime cost of tea, that the tale Is to be taken at 
6s. ? — No, that is for profit and loss; et the rate of 6s. Sd. 


4200. Can you state the average value of ^tie talc in the upset 
price of tea for the last ten yearl ?— I wiU.ttirnish the Com* 
inittce with a statement of it. 


4201. How do you explain the dilFerenci) of the amount of 
tea purchased in Canton, as compared with' the safes ; because 
in one year there appears a difference of* 10,000,000 of lbs. 
between the amount purchased at Canton and the amount S' 'vL 
here ? — We are obliged, by Act of Parliament, to keep a twelve- 
month’s stock, and tlie reason for that large import was to main- 
tain the stock at the rate prescribed by tlie Act. 

4202. What allowance do 3^^011 make for wastage ? — We make 
about one per cent, allowance for wastage, and one per cent, for 
allowance to buyers; about two per cent, is the diflercnce 
between the sale weight and the invoice weight. 

4203. In this statement of the freight and demurrage, in 

No. 31 of the papers of last year, what proportion is to he 
charged to the Indian trade, and what propdrtioii to the China 
trade ?-^Thosc are freight payments for the *yeUr ; more ships 
may arrive from China in one year than anotlier, or more from 
India. I cannot, without looking at the accounts, say the pro- 
portion, but I should conceive that you might take piobably four 
to China and tlic rest to India, in the proportion of about tw^o- 
thirds. ' 

4204. Do the losses appear in the statement of the com- 
mercial freight P-^-No ; the losses are stated distinctly in our 
computation of profit and loss : the Company’s per-eentage of 
loss since the year 1814 har* been about | per cent. 

4205. ‘Vv’THt ratd of freight do you consider to fall upon each 
pound of tea upon the whole ?- Black tea, about 4^r/. ; green tea, 
about 5^. 

4206. Can 3^011 cxpi..m wliy the Company charge 3 per cent, 
upon the insurance when the same insurance can he done in the 
market at 2^ per cent. ? — 1 am not aware that it can be done at 
2^ per cent. But this rate of insurance is submitted every year 
to our commercial committee ; there arc many geutlemen in that 

4 c 
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1 Apnl IBSO. committee who are merchants, and they.tppR>ve of the rate 
that we assume. 

’ 4207. How many years’ interest in tbfe ||iit^g-up price 

you charge upon the teaP^^We charge upon the 

cost and the insurance, one year uponu frelfixt and demur- 
rage. 

420B. Do you conceive Uiat you are justifiednn charging two 
yearg’ uitt^rcst by the- Act of Parliament? — I conceive that we 
are jOftified, inasmuch as we a^e obliged to keep one year’s con- 
sumption in the warehouse rand that fh>m''tbe date of the ship- 
ment to the time we realize the prpduce of the shipment ia more 
than two years. • ♦ * ? ^ 

4209. Does nol; ^e Act of Parliament specify that one year’s 
interest only is to'bc calculated? — No. 

4210. How many years* consumption have .the Company by 
them ?— One year’s* clear consumption. 

4211. And one in transit ? — Yes. 

4212. Then they have only two years’ consumption, including 
the* one in transit? — At the present time there are, I should 
think, 30,000,000 of lbs. in the waiehouse. 

4213. Is not the interest by Act of Parliament chargeable 
upon the arrival of the tea in England, and not before its arrival ? 
— I conceive that the interest should be reckoned from the time 
they ship the tea to the time of its sale; the Act of Parliament 
only says, lawful interest on money. 

4214. The words of the Act of Parliament arc as follow : 

That it shall not be at any time hereafter lawful for the said 

United Company to Mt up their tea for sale at any prices which 
sliall upon the '^vhcle m tlie tea so put up at any one 8ale> exceed 
the prime cost thereof, with the freight and charges of impor- 
tation, together with lawful interest from the time of the arrival 
of such tea in Great Britain, and the common premium of in- 
surance, as a compensation for the seairisk incurred thereon.” 
Having heaicl those words, will you state upon what authority it 
is that more than one year’s rate of interest upon the stock of 
tea is charged ? — Because we keep a stock always in the ware- 
hou«^c, and it is two years before the import is s(^ 

4215. Have you then two years’ stock in warehouse ?-*-At 

times. c .. 

4216. Is it or is it not the fac*^ that interest *:|iOiA a stock of 

tea calculated upon a consumptl'ou'of two years is nowjeharged 
upon the price ?— I know that tea is not «iold under two years 
in many cases. ' 

4217. Do you charge interest for two years? — Yes. 

4218. Is it not sold till tivo years after its arrival in this 
countiy? — Two years aftci its arrival, in great part. 
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4M9, l^ill me ieas of this ^ea^n not be sold till 183S? — 1 


Part of' it may, but we have other tea that has been a longer 
in the vtrja^ousfe. / ' 

4^20. the teas %old f^rtei'ly? — Yes, they are sold 

ill DeceniiletVTiilvch, f june^ an^ September. 

4221. With reference to the 24l]|of Geo. c. 48, atWhah 

bidding upon the^et price tei» be f^rchased accord- 
ing to those provisions ?-» At 1^. pit pomd. ^ "* 

4222. At what excess upon thf upset price is m?;Clatn^any 
satisfied ^et thenea be sold?— ^At a fhrthinrg a pound under 
Ss, 4c&, land a haUpentij ai|||||| |pd .a bove, 

4223. If the teas are i^nis3l(%f the upset prices, are they 

subsequently put up with5ut ^y prich whs^sher ? — They ara 
put up without price. * ' . . 

4224. When will the next sale De?^l^here is a sale just 

over ; the next sale will be in June. * ‘ • 

4225. Will the sale of June 1830 be of t^as that have^been 

in the Company’s warehouse two whole years at that period 
Some may, and some may not. || 

4220. Will the' greatest part bo ? — I conceive that our cal-^ 
dilation of two years is a fdir average rate of interest for the 
whole of the period that the tea remains unsold. 

4227. How much of the^ tea sold at the quarterly sales has 
been two whole years in the Company’s warehouse ? — I cannot 
tell. 
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4228. Is it any great proportion ?— I cannot tell what propor- 
tion without looking into it. 

4229. Would it be possible to furnish the Committee with 
the exact information? — Yes ; although the teas may be put up, 
they nr^ not paid for for two months afterwardsJ 

4230. ^The Act of Parliament requires that the Company 
should have in its warehouses one year’s full supply of tea for 
this country ; do not you conceive that you have complied with 
the requisition of that Act of Parliament by keeping the .tea 
which is importpcl in one yvmi to die Bmiio |>t;i ioil in ifie next 
year, and then putting it up?— I apprehend that wc should 
only comply with the Act of Parliament by keeping a twelve- 
inontli’s consumption always in the warehouse. 

423 you look at 32 of the papers presented in 

June 1829fand* 8t|le how thjgprime cost of teas in that account 
is calculated?— 6s. 8d. tnUue, 

‘ V "X 
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